
Peter and Jesus
2 Peter 1:1-2

	Tim Keller, the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian church in New York City, was asked by the elders to address his congregation one last time. He knew he was close to death, and this was going to be one of his final messages. It was recorded in November but, in God’s providence, it was scheduled to be released to the church on May 19, 2023, the day Keller died. In this final sermon, he quoted Jeremiah 45:5 and charged his New York City congregation.
Lift up Jesus' name. Hallowed be Thy Name. Forget yourself, forget your reputation. Do what you can to lift up God's name. Seek thou great things for thyself. Even New Yorkers, of course, all New Yorkers are seeking great things for themselves. No, no, “Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek not.”
What a great final message to the church! Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek them not. Lift up God’s name. Why those words? Although true for every believer, they were especially needed for New Yorkers. Keller knew the pride that lay in the heart of a New York City pastor because he was one for more than thirty years. He had learned a valuable lesson that he wanted to pass on to his church, and he wanted to take one last swing with his hammer to nail it into the hearts of his people. Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek them not.
	Likewise, the Apostle Peter had learned a valuable lesson; he also wanted to swing his big hammer and nail a few things into the hearts of his hearers. I imagine Peter would not have fit in modern-day New York City. One pastor described him this way,
When I think of Peter, I imagine a broad-shouldered, loud, extroverted, assertive man who is always sweating.… He was a headstrong, unbridled hulk who was always getting into trouble and causing his Master plenty of the same.[footnoteRef:0] [0:  David R. Helm, 1 & 2 Peter and Jude: Sharing Christ’s Sufferings, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2008), 184.] 

This description makes me appreciate Peter all the more. Peter did not know New York City, but he did know the human heart. He did know failure. He knew sin, and he knew forgiveness. Another writer described him this way,
His impulsive deeds, his frequent questions, his eager exclamations and confessions … his sometimes manly and sometimes cowardly acts, his oaths, his bitter tears—all this makes Peter the great companion and the great instructor of his fellow men.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Helm, 184.] 

Peter is a great instructor of fellow sinners. He is a great instructor of fellow saints. He is a great instructor of fellow servants who have been transformed by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
	Most scholars place 2 Peter near the end of Peter's life as he waited in a Roman prison before his impending execution. As he sat in that prison cell, knowing the end was near, what was his final message to the church? “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” My prayer for you is the same. I pray that as we study Peter’s last words, we would grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for to Him belongs all the glory both now and forever.
	Finally, as we study Peter’s last words, I wonder what nail you would take a swing at if you had one last letter to write? What would be your last message?

The Person
	The Bible was written by men who were carried along by the Holy Spirit. An orthodox view of the Bible does not erase the person and context of the human author. The Holy Spirit worked within the person and experiences of the author to deliver God’s message for God’s people. The Holy Spirit used Peter’s unique personality and experiences to communicate God’s truth. The opening lines of the letter read, “Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” and identify the Apostle Peter as the letter’s author. The style of 2 Peter is written in a much different style than 1 Peter. 1 Peter is written in a very polished Greek, while 2 Peter is written in a more ordinary style. This contrast in style has led some to deny Peter’s authorship of the second letter, but Peter probably wrote his first letter by the hand of Silvanus, while this letter was most likely written in his own hand. Imagine a teenager writing a paper with the help of a parent who is an English teacher versus a teenager writing a paper without any help. The author is the same, but the style may vary slightly. 
I believe the way Peter began this second letter was intentional. His first letter began, ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,’ while his second letter begins, “Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” Why the difference? Well, it’s just conjecture because we can’t know for sure, but I believe it was because Peter wanted to show his full humanity. Simeon was a semitic version of  the name Simon, used in a Palestinian setting. It would have been the name given to Peter by his parents, the one he heard his mother call him when he needed to come home. I imagine Peter sitting in that prison cell thinking about his life and thinking about his parents and his children and his identity. He was Simeon by birth-born from his mother and named by his father. He was a Jewish man from a fisherman’s family.  He was a human being with his own history.
	We all have a history. We all were given a particular name at birth. We all have earthly parents. We all grew up in a particular place with particular people. The Bible does not deny our humanity. Peter uses his last letter to embrace his own humanity, and I think we should do the same. God made Peter who he was. God made me who I am. God made you who you are. Do not deny God’s plan in your own story. I believe we need to recover more of our humanity and earthiness in our identity. In his book, Imperfect Pastor, Zack Eswine wrote about Jesus’ humanity and how Jesus inhabited a place. His description has always stuck with me. He wrote,
Jesus knew the name of trees. He built from them what his mind imagined and what his skill learned over time could call forth. Amid the aromas of freshly cut woods, bone and blood in Jesus' hands would form an alliance. He would shape and sand long trunks and planks of wood into tables and chairs…I’m puzzled over what Jesus is doing among the wood chips. Aren't you? What is the meaning of this sawdust caught in Jesus’ beard and dangling from his smile–and all this tree-bark obscurity for thirty years? Thirty years! Jesus had a world to save, injustice to confront, lepers to touch. Isn’t greatness for God squandered by years of obscurity? What business does a savior have learning the names of trees?”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sensing Jesus, 77.] 

Jesus was from Nazareth. He was the human son of Mary and Joseph. He grew up with brothers and sisters. He had a profession. He knew the names of trees. Peter was born Simeon son of Jonah. He knew the names of fish. He knew how to mend nets. He knew where and when the fish would bite. As he sat in that prison cell, all the years of Peter’s life were coming back. And yet, Simeon is not his only name. He is Simeon Peter. Peter was the title given to him by the Lord Jesus.
[13] Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” [14] And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” [15] He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” [16] Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” [17] And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. [18] And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
Matthew 16:13–18
Simeon was given a new name. He was named Peter, the rock on which Jesus will build His church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
This declaration is known as The Good Confession because it is the first time in the New Testament where Jesus is clearly identified as the Messiah. All the disciples were asked who Jesus was, but it was Peter who spoke up and declared that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Jesus reveals how this confession is other-worldly. It did not come from flesh and blood but from God the Father. Peter was given a new title. The church will be built on people like Peter who confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. When you confess Jesus Christ as God and Savior, you have encountered the Divine. You have obtained a faith of equal standing with Peter. It was not given to you primarily by your parents, your flesh and blood, but by your Father in heaven. Simeon Peter is teaching us a vital lesson as he begins his last letter: we are both physical and spiritual. We have a place. We have a family, but we have a God in heaven who has come to save us. 
	Peter continues his introduction by giving himself two titles, one unique and one shared. “Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” The first title is servant or slave. It has the connotation of humility and honor. It is humble for Peter because he has submitted his whole life to Jesus Christ. He belongs to Him. He has no authority but that which has been given to him by Jesus Christ. He is low; Jesus is high. But it is not merely a humble title, it is an honored one. Peter is honored to be called a servant of Jesus Christ. As in the line of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Peter is called a servant of God. 
Remember Peter is about to be executed. He was sitting in a prison cell because of his faith in Jesus Christ. But, much like early in his ministry in Acts when he was persecuted and beaten for his faith, he rejoiced that he was counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name of Christ (Acts 5:41). As persecution grows in our own day, we must be like Peter and humbly submit to God and rejoice that we have the privilege and honor to serve Him. Do you view your service to Jesus as a high honor? Is it something you have to do or something you get to do? Peter was sitting in a jail cell awaiting his death, and he still felt it was an honor to be Simeon Peter, a servant of Jesus Christ.
We can share the title of “servant” with Peter. We all can be servants, but we cannot all be apostles. Peter is an apostle of Jesus Christ. He had unique authority given to him by God. He was not writing mere opinions or ideas; he was commissioned by Jesus with a specific message. He will be writing against false teachers and challenging the church to hold on to sound teaching, the faith once and for all delivered by the apostles. He writes 2 Peter 3, 
[1] This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, [2] that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles  2 Peter 3:1–2
And what will Peter be reminding us of? The judgment that is coming. The false teachers of Peter’s day were filled with greed and sensuality and denied the coming of the Lord Jesus. Peter wrote this letter to remind the church to continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, for He IS coming. Peter is not writing as a mere servant but as an authoritative Apostle. 
	Why should we listen to Peter? We should listen because he was an apostle. We should listen because we can relate to Peter as both a human being and fellow sufferer and servant. We should listen because he wrote the letter to us. 

The People
	Peter wrote the letter as an apostle and a servant. He was not trying to elevate his place but to encourage the saints the unique place they shared with him. He writes, “To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” These opening words are more than a mere customary greeting. They are packed with theology. He begins with the phrase, “to those who have obtained a faith.” The word “obtained” used here is a rare word found only here and one other time in the New Testament. It is used also in John 19:24 when the soldiers were casting lots for Jesus’ clothes. It means “to receive by lot or divine will”. As Peter received faith and knowledge of God, not by flesh and blood but from the divine will of the Father, so have we. As one scholar notes, 
The statement is remarkable indeed. Faith, which is necessary for salvation, is a divine gift. It cannot be produced by the mere will of human beings but must be received from God himself. He appointed, as it were by lot, that Peter’s readers would receive such faith.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37 of The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 285.] 

We have received faith, not by our own efforts but by the righteousness of God. This faith is in equal standing with Peter for even he declares that it was given to him. Some scholars think Peter is addressing Gentiles here because they have received a similar faith to the Jews. Now, this is possible because much of Peter’s ministry is to drive home the point that Jews and Gentiles received the faith in the same way as we read in his dream and interaction with Cornelius in Acts 10-11. Jews and Gentiles have been grafted together in the same faith. The Kingdom of God has no second class citizens. Yet, I do not think Peter is referring merely to Gentiles here. I believe Peter is saying that his audience, probably Jews and Gentiles, have obtained a faith of equal standing with the apostles. 
Faith is the same for all–Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, slave or free, apostle or non-apostle. All have the same faith. In this verse, “faith” probably does not mean mere belief but is a reference to the good news of the gospel. Peter is saying all Christians have the same beliefs or body of faith. They all believe the same things about God. This will be important as Peter devotes a large section of his letter to warning the church about those who teach beliefs that are contrary to the Word of God. 
Peter then introduces a key theme in the letter; it is really a key theme in the entire Bible. He writes how we obtained this faith, it is “by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” One of the key questions the Bible addresses is, “How can people be made right with God?” The Bible has to ask that question because we are not right with God. The Bible says that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Paul writes in Romans 3
[9] What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, [10] as it is written:
	“None is righteous, no, not one;
	[11] 	no one understands;
		no one seeks for God.
	[12] All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
		no one does good,
		not even one.”  Romans 3:9–12
We know this by experience, don’t we? We know our sinful thoughts and attitudes. We know our anger and our jealousy. We know our sinful comparisons or our inability to be content with what we have. We all know sin. We know we are not right with God or we know that “we lack righteousness.” And if we do not have righteousness, then we cannot be right with God. 
	This is the key question the Bible seeks to answer. How can we be made right with God? The answer is found at the end of 2 Peter 1:1, “by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” First, notice that the word “our” modifies both God and Savior. This is one of the clearest verses in the New Testament that claims Jesus Christ is God. We need righteousness to be saved from our unrighteousness, and that only happens through the righteousness of Jesus Christ who is God incarnate. We are made righteous by a divine exchange. Consider the following verses. 
[18] For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 1 Peter 3:18
[21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
And this excellent paragraph in Romans 3,
[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—[22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Romans 3:21–26
All these passages are communicating the same thing:  we are made right with God through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Jesus was righteous. He never sinned. He was perfect, and He died on the cross to pay for the sins of all who would turn to Him in faith. He died to save sinners by exchanging their unrighteousness for His righteousness. This is the doctrine of imputation. God imputes the righteousness of God to sinners, and God imputes the sin of the world to Jesus on the cross. Jesus takes the penalty of our sin to the grave. Then, because of His righteousness, God raises him from the dead. This resurrection proves that Jesus is both God and Savior. 
	Friend, if you have never repented of your sins and trusted in Christ, do it today. We are born in sin and are not right with God. But we have been given the right to become children of God, to obtain righteousness through Jesus Christ. He died so we could be forgiven. He was raised so we could live forever. If you are not right with God, repent today. 
	Christian, if you are not living right with God, you too must repent. As Christians, we have been declared righteous, but we are also called to live in righteousness. This is the goal of Peter’s letter.

The Pursuit
	Peter wants the church to live in righteousness and holiness. He wants the church to persevere in Christ and live where righteousness dwells in the new heavens and the new earth. 
[2] May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 2 Peter 1:2
I love these opening words. Peter is saying may grace, unmerited favor, and peace, right-standing with God, be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. The way to grace and peace is through knowing Jesus Christ. It is not merely knowing about Jesus; it is knowing Him personally. Peter’s aim in the letter is to give the church a proper understanding of what is to come and to implore them to live differently because of it. 
To know God does not merely mean to know theology. It does mean to know theology but not only theology. One can know all the theology in the world and still be a cold, loveless person. One can know all the theology in the world, and still be bitter, arrogant, and immoral. One can know all the theology in the world and still not know God. To know God is to have a relationship with God. To know someone biblically is to be intimately related with them. (“To know” often refers to knowing someone physically, as in a sexual relationship). Peter wanted the church to know Jesus Christ as he had known Him. His pursuit to know Christ and fulfill his role as a servant and apostle to strengthen others in the knowledge of God was at the heart of his calling to follow Christ. 
Peter was concerned for the church. He knew he was not going to be around much longer, and he wanted to make sure that, after his death, the church would continue to grow in the knowledge of Jesus and not fall away. He writes, 
[10] Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. [11] For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
[12] Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. [13] I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, [14] since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. [15] And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.  
2 Peter 1:10–15

We will continue to see these themes as we study this letter, but I want to swing my hammer a few more times at this nail before we close. We are shaped by our experiences. Tim Keller was shaped by his time in NYC, and the Apostle Peter was shaped by the tenderness of the Lord Jesus after their last passover meal together. Jesus looked at Peter and said,
[31] “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, [32] but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” [33] Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” [34] Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.”  Luke 22:31–34
Peter was ready to go to prison and die for Jesus. But even though his spirit was willing, his flesh was weak. A few hours later, Peter would deny Jesus three different times. Luke records the last denial, 
[60] But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. [61] And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” [62] And he went out and wept bitterly. 
Luke 22:60–62
Peter is sitting in a prison cell and remembers the words of the Lord Jesus. He remembers his bitter denial and his bitter tears. But he also remembers grace. “And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” The same word for “strengthen” that is used in Luke appears three times in 2 Peter. Peter wants to finish the charge given by his God and Savior so many years ago. He wants to make sure the church does not fall away. He wants them to hold fast to the Word of God and resist the false teaching of wicked men. He wants them to grow in the grace and knowledge of God. 
	How do you grow in knowledge? We will unpack this in the months ahead, but simply put, we grow in knowledge by God’s Word, prayer, and fellowship. If you want to grow in knowledge, read your Bibles. Meditate on the Word. Memorize Scripture. Read long passages. Go deep in short ones. Give your life to know God’s Word. Pray to God. Lay your hearts bare before him. You will never regret praying. He is eager to hear your requests. God has given us the church to strengthen our faith. He desires that we live in community. Spend time with one another. Eat together. Study the Word together. If you don’t understand something, ask questions of mature saints. Love the church because she is precious in God’s sight; so precious that He sent His only son to purchase her with His own blood. Grow in knowledge by knowing God’s Word, by praying, and by committing yourselves to the church. 
	Peter knew God. He knew sin, and he knew Jesus as his Savior. We can listen to Peter, not because he was perfect but because he was forgiven. Beloved, how precious is it to know that even though we fall, we can turn again to God and be forgiven. Some of you here today may need this reminder. Even though you have fallen like Peter, you can be restored. You must weep over your sins and turn to God in faith. Then you will be richly welcomed into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Peter was a servant called by grace. He was an apostle chosen by grace. He was a sinner saved by grace. He was a herald of grace by grace. Even today, he continues to speak grace to us so that we may know God, having obtained a faith like his by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
	Beloved, my hope is that grace and peace would be multiplied to you through the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord. I pray you would know Jesus Christ, be forgiven, and live righteous lives. I pray that you would not fall away but that you would grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ our Savior. 


Divinely Called
2 Peter 1:3-11

	“Mom, I don’t think I can make it.” The first few days into my college football career led to a tear-filled phone call to home, doubting my calling as a college athlete. I was a three-sport athlete in high school and earned all-state honors in football. The college recruiting started at the beginning of my junior year and continued through the fall of my senior year. Many schools from all over the country made me offers to play college football, and each coach told this young, seventeen-year old kid he was going to be a key piece in bringing football success to his school’s program. I eventually decided to play in the Ivy League and landed at the University of Pennsylvania. I trained hard all summer and arrived with eager anticipation and excitement, ready to make an impact on my new team. 
	The first few days in shoulder pads crushed my expectations. The game moved so fast, and I could not keep up. I could not block anyone. Playing against fourth year seniors and several NFL prospects humbled me quickly. After those first few days, I picked up the pay phone and called home, “Mom, I don't think I can make it.” I was ready to call it quits and head home. 
Can you relate? Have you ever been so sure something was going to go well before it went the opposite direction? Or have you stepped into a role or job before realizing it was going to be a lot harder than you anticipated? I was called to play college football, but it was much harder than I could have imagined. “I don’t think I can make it.” 
My college football experience is how many of us view the Christian life. God calls us to live and grow with Him, but it’s a lot harder than we realize. We start to battle internal thoughts and desires we didn’t even know we had. The road that once seemed smooth and effortless is now full of potholes and construction. So we call out to God, just as I called home to my mom, and we confess, “I don’t think I can make it.” 
	The Apostle Peter can relate. Peter didn’t think he could strengthen the sheep. Remember, he stood next to a charcoal fire and denied Jesus three times. He said he was ready to stand with Jesus until the end, but then life happened. After Jesus’ resurrection, Peter sat next to another charcoal fire eating fresh fish with the Lord Jesus. Imagine Peter sitting before that charcoal fire, remembering the smells and the emotions of the night he had betrayed Christ. The rooster crowed, and he made eye contact with his friend and master, only to weep bitterly. As Peter sat before the fire, remembering that dreadful night, he was probably thinking, “I don’t think I can make it,” Jesus said to him,
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” John 21:15–19
Peter denied Jesus three times, and now he confirms his love for Jesus three times. Jesus knew Peter’s heart, but three times gave him his calling, “Feed my sheep.” 
Many years later, Peter sat in a prison cell remembering those words, “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” Peter knew his time was short and death was near, so he wrote this letter to help those, like himself, who often believe, “I don’t think I can make it.”
	Peter wants to remind us of our calling and give us a road map so we can finish the journey. Peter plays the role of father here, giving us the words we need when we want to call home and say, “I don’t think I can make it.” So, fellow strugglers, let us tune in to Peter’s words, as he reminds us of who we are and where we are headed. 

Divinely Called (2 Peter 1:3-4)
	Letters in the ancient world usually included a longer greeting before the author turned to the body of the letter. As 2 Peter begins, Peter gives a short greeting then goes on to deliver a powerful mini sermon.
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 2 Peter 1:3–4
Peter roots our ability to grow in knowledge not in ourselves but in God. He says, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness.” The text is unclear whether “His” is referring to the Father or to Jesus. The sentence before Peter mentions both when he says, “May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” So it could be either the Father or the Son, but the text shows their equality so it is probably not wise for us to push for one over the other. Either way, it is God’s divine power that has been given to us. 
	The power to make it does not rest in us, but in God. By His divine power, He has granted, or given to us, all things that pertain to life and godliness, meaning we have all we need. Life and godliness are linked together. The term “life” here most likely refers to eternal life. Godliness is mentioned because one cannot receive eternal life without godliness. They are linked together.
So, how do we receive this life and godliness-through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence. We have been given life and godliness through a knowledge of Jesus Christ. Again, this is not merely a knowledge about Jesus but a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. When people come to Jesus, they see His glory and His excellence. They see the beauty and goodness and kindness and majesty of His moral character and His love, and they want to know Him. It is the goodness of Jesus that draws us to Him. 
	Consider one of Peter’s earliest interactions with the Lord Jesus. He had been fishing all night and caught nothing. He returns to shore and Jesus, the carpenter, says “Go throw your nets once more for a catch.” Peter reluctantly obeyed, and the boats were suddenly so full of fish they began to sink. Peter saw the beauty and the power of Jesus and he said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” But Jesus responded by saying, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” The kindness and the goodness of the Lord Jesus called Peter, and it calls us. 
We are Christians because we see the glory and majesty of the person of Jesus Christ. He is lovely, kind, and compassionate. He is full of mercy and grace. He is love. Jesus does not want you to only know about Him, but to know Him. He wants you to know His love for you. It is this love that calls us into a relationship with Him. It is this love that has given us all we need for life and godliness. So we are called to His own glory and excellence; we are called by seeing the beauty of Jesus. Verse four says, “by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature.” God has given us very great and precious promises, and through these promises, we become partakers of the divine nature. 
The great promise of God is that we will become like Him. In the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are rescued from our body of death and united with Him. We are born again. When we confess our sin, and trust in Jesus Christ as our only hope for salvation, we put on the divine nature. We put off our sinful desires, and we put on Christ. This only happens in the gospel. We recognize we are sinners who need a Savior. We believe Jesus lived a perfect, righteous life and died for sinners on the cross. He paid fully for the sins of the world by experiencing the wrath of God and death on the cross. Then, when Jesus rose from the dead, He was declared to be the Son of God in power by the spirit of holiness. Jesus was the firstfruit of the resurrection. He ascended to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and carry us home. 
The great promise of the gospel is God is with us forever. As Paul writes in 
1 Thessalonians 5,
For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10
Whether we are alive or dead, we are with God. Because we are united with God in the gospel, we now have the power to share His nature. We will become like God. The Apostle John puts it this way,
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 1 John 3:2–3
We are God’s children now, but we will not fully experience the divine nature until we meet Him in glory and see Him face to face. 
	Peter is teaching us how to become partakers of the divine nature. The way to become more and more like Jesus Christ is to meditate, to think, and to dwell on the promises of God. When we embrace the promises of God, we escape the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. Beloved, you have been divinely called by God and given His supernatural power to overcome the evil desires in your heart. You will not fall to your desires because you have been rescued from them. You have escaped their corrupting influence in your life. Verses three and four are written as indicatives; they are facts. Peter grounds our ability to put on the divine nature in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The person and work of Jesus Christ is the springboard that motivates us to put off our old selves and put on the new. 

Divinely Consecrated (2 Peter 1:5-9)
	The great reformer John Calvin responded to the counter reformation at the Council of Trent by helping to teach what saving faith means. He wrote, 
It is therefore faith alone which justifies, and yet the faith which justifies is not alone: just as it is the heat alone of the sun which warms the earth, and yet in the sun it is not alone, because it is constantly conjoined with light.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/calvin_trentantidote.html] 


Luther wrote something similar, 
Faith is a living, restless thing. It cannot be inoperative. We are not saved by works; but if there be no works, there must be something amiss with faith.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bainton, Roland, Here I Stand, ] 

And Peter writes, 
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 2 Peter 1:5–9
We are saved by grace alone through faith. God has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, and He has given us the ability to become partakers of the divine nature. But how are we partakers of the divine nature? By effort. 
	Early in my pastorate, I preached a sermon with a similar idea: we are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is never alone. After the sermon, one of the members posted on social media that I was a false teacher because I had emphasized our role in sanctification. Sadly, this person misunderstood our responsibility for our own growth in Christ. Over the last twenty years, we have seen a strong emphasis on grace. This is correct as a response to the fundamentalism and legalism of the previous generation. But, as is often the case, we have overcorrected so much that now when a pastor quotes the Apostle Peter in the Sacred Scriptures saying, “make every effort to supplement or add to your faith,” it sounds funny. It does not compute with our grace-alone thinking. 
	Beloved, we have to be more nuanced in our understanding of our faith. Peter writes, “For this very reason,” grounding every word of his exhortation in the grace given by God through the person of Jesus Christ. Because you were given grace to believe and to accept the promises of God in Christ Jesus, becoming a partaker of the divine nature, make every effort to grow in your faith. The root comes before the fruit, and the fruit reveals the root. Logically, we understand that we have to work on things if we are going to get better. As an 18-year old college freshman, I knew I needed to hit the weight room, eat healthy, get adequate sleep, study my playbook, and listen to my coaches if I was going to grow as a football player. If that is true for football, how much more is it true for our Christian walk? 
	Some scholars feel this is a golden chain where one virtue builds on the previous virtue. Although I believe there is some truth to that, I believe it is more likely that Peter is highlighting a few virtues that help highlight the general trajectory of the Christian life. I believe this list of virtues is similar to Paul’s list of the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5. I do not think it is meant to be exhaustive but is more of an example of the virtues Christians should possess. Although, I would add the caveat that the placement of the first virtue, faith, and the last, love, is intentional. Without faith it is impossible to please God, and without faith one does not have the Spirit, who empowers the believer in all these things. The goal of the Christian faith is love, which is a summation and an aim for all of life. God is love and, therefore, we should live a life of love. 
	Faith - The faith God gives is a faith that grows. It deepens our trust in His promises and leads us into a deeper relationship with Him.
	Virtue - Virtue implies living a life worthy of praise. It means doing the right thing no matter the cost or the outcome. 
	Knowledge - We want to know Jesus Christ personally. We do not merely want head knowledge but a knowledge of the soul. This is a key theme of Peter’s letter. One pastor shared the following story about a famous actor and an elderly minister that helps to illustrate the point, 
The story is told of a religious gathering where a famous actor and an elderly minister were both present. The actor, while not on the program, was nevertheless asked by the emcee to come forward and give a word. At a loss as to what to say, he turned to the elderly minister and whispered, “I don’t really know what to do.” The seasoned pastor shoved his Bible into the hands of the actor and replied, “Just read Psalm 23.” The actor stood and with his eloquent voice read the psalm. When finished, he wasn’t quite sure what to do, so he turned to the minister and announced, “Well, I’d like the minister to come up and say a few words on this.” The minister surprised everyone by merely reciting the psalm again and then sitting down. The actor leaned over to him and said, “You did much better than I, and now I understand why. I knew the psalm, but you knew the Shepherd.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  David R. Helm, 1 & 2 Peter and Jude: Sharing Christ’s Sufferings, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2008), 197.] 

We do not merely want to be actors in the play but true followers of the Lord. It is knowing God in this way that will help us persevere to the end. 
	How do you grow in knowledge? We will unpack this in the months ahead, but simply put, we grow in knowledge by God’s Word, prayer, and fellowship. If you want to grow in knowledge, read your Bible. Meditate on the Word. Memorize Scripture. Read long passages. Go deep in short ones. Give your life to know God’s Word. Pray to God. Lay your heart bare before Him. You will never regret praying. He is eager to hear your requests. God has given us the church to strengthen our faith. He desires that we live in community with one another. Spend time with one another. Eat together. Study the Word together. If you don’t understand something, ask questions of mature saints. Love the church because she is precious in God’s sight, so precious that He sent His only son to purchase her with His own blood. Grow in knowledge by knowing God’s Word, by praying, and by committing yourselves to the church. 
Self-Control - Self-control is one of the greatest benefits in all of life. Proverbs 25:28 says,  “A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.” Self-control protects you from your selfish desires. Jesus says, “Deny yourself, pick up your cross and follow me.” Self-control is our ability to deny ourselves our own wants and instead choose what Christ wants for us. 
In our world of ever-increasing abundance and comfort and entertainment, you must be able to control yourself. If you don’t control yourself with food, you will have bad health. If you don’t control yourself with entertainment, you will have a bad work ethic. If you don’t control your tongue, you will hurt others. If you don’t control yourself, you will be like a city without walls and give the enemy free reign over your life. You have to control yourself, because no one else can do it for you. 
Steadfastness - The word “steadfastness” refers to endurance and longevity. It is not enough to be self-controlled for a week, you must do it for a lifetime. We must press on and persevere in our pursuit of God. Well-begun is not enough; we must finish well. Listen, we are all going to get knocked off the rails from time to time. When we do, confess your sins, and God, who is faithful and just, will forgive your sins and cleanse you from all unrighteousness. Our life is long- press on. 
Godliness - Godliness is a life of good works as you put others before yourself and strive to reflect Jesus in all things. In 1 Peter 2, Peter writes,
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:11–12
And for the rest of the letter, Peter unpacks this in three ways. First, godliness is submitting to godly authority. Second, godliness is suffering with joy. Third, godliness is using your gifts to serve the Lord. 
	Brotherly Affection - we must love the saints. Are you making every effort to show familial love to the body of Christ? Are you serving one another? Are you praying for one another? Are you showing hospitality toward one another? Are you believing the best about one another? Bearing with one another? Loving one another? 
	Love - this is the goal of all of life. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 1 John 3:16
And John 13:34–35,
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34–35
Are you living a life of love for God and others? It is the key fruit of the Christian life. If you ever wonder what to do, ask yourself, “What is the most loving thing I could do in this situation?” If you live a life of love, you will not go astray. 
	Peter wants you to grow. He wants you to make every effort to grow in Christ. Why? So you will remain with him. Listen to Peter’s own words,
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. I Peter 1:8-9
If you have these qualities and are growing in these qualities, you will be effective in your knowledge of Jesus Christ. You will be a partaker of the divine nature. You will be like Christ. You will live a heavenly life. 
	If you do not have these qualities, you are blind. You are nearsighted, staring only at the present moment, and you have forgotten the eternal reality of what is to come. The false teachers in 2 Peter are denying the promise of the second coming. When they deny the second coming, they deny judgment. They are giving people freedom to live any way they want because they won’t be held accountable. This is what it means to be shortsighted. You take your money now and don’t invest it for the future. God wants you to invest your life now so you will reap eternal life in the future. 
	Friend, if you have never confessed Jesus Christ as Lord or if you are living a life of blatant unrepentant sin, you must turn to God. The Bible says we are blind, and need to see. We need to open our eyes to the truth of what is to come. We need to open our eyes to the beauty and goodness of Jesus Christ. His goodness can be seen in the gospel. In that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. He who knew no sin, became sin for us so that in Him, we might become the righteousness of God. Friend, if you have never trusted Christ, let me urge you to repent today. Turn to Christ and see. See how much He loves you. See how He wants to make you a partaker in the divine nature. See His grace and mercy. See Him and know Him, and you will experience eternal life.




Divinely Confirmed (2 Peter 1:10-11)
	Peter ends with his continued plea to make every effort to grow in your knowledge of Jesus Christ so that you will confirm your divine calling, 
Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.  
2 Peter 1:10
Peter knows how to fall. He knows how to be restored. He was told to feed the sheep. What a great promise: if you practice these qualities you will never fall. If we fix our eyes on Jesus, we will never fall away. 
	I wonder what comes to your mind when Peter says, “Be all the more diligent?” Where are you lacking diligence in your Christian walk? Where do you need to focus your energies? What do you need to cut out of your life? You have been called and chosen by God-what an incredible, jaw-dropping gift! You, a sinner, have been loved by God in Jesus Christ. Jesus died for you. He was raised for you. He is coming again for you. If He has done so much for you, what are you willing to do for Him-not to justify yourself, but to respond to your justification? Peter says, “Be all the more diligent.” He isn’t saying you’re not being diligent, but he wants you to be even more diligent to confirm God’s work in your life. 
	God is not asking you just to work hard, He is asking you to work hard so that you will persevere to glory. 

For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:11
Peter, the apostolic Mandolorian, says, “This is the way.” This is the way to the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
	When I read verse 11, I often think of Don Carson writing about his father. It is Father’s Day, and fathers play a unique role in a child’s life. Carson had a deep affection for his father and how his father’s life exemplified the qualities in 1 Peter 1. D.A. Carson wrote a book about his dad, Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor, who was not well known but was well loved by God. He finishes his book writing about his father’s death and his entrance into God’s eternal kingdom. He writes,
When Tom Carson (he) died, there were no crowds outside the hospital, no editorial comments in the papers, no announcements on the television, no mention in Parliament, no attention paid by the nation. In his hospital room there was no one by his bedside. There was only the quiet hiss of oxygen, vainly venting because he had stopped breathing and would never need it again.
But on the other side, all the trumpets sounded. Dad won entrance to the only throne-room that matters, not because he was a good man or a great man—he was, after all, a most ordinary pastor—but because he was a forgiven man. And he heard the voice of him whom he longed to hear saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your Lord.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  [2] Caron, D.A. Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor: The life and reflections of Tom Carson.] 

We have been given all we need for life and godliness and the privilege to become partakers in the divine nature. If we make every effort to add the qualities of Jesus to our faith, we will be like Him and confirm our calling in Jesus. Then, when our fallen bodies finally fail us and we breathe our last, we’ll have no need to say, “I don’t think I can make it,” for Christ has already richly provided you an entrance into His eternal kingdom. 
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Philippians 3:12
Our lives are not our own; we were bought with a price. Jesus has made a way, has shown us the way, and will keep us in the way. 



Make Every Effort to Others
2 Peter 1:12-15

	In the early morning on December 21st, the great Post-Civil War evangelist, Dwight Lyman Moody, was inching towards eternity. Around 6 am, Moody uttered, “Earth recedes; Heaven opens for me.” Assuming he was dreaming, they attempted to wake him, but Moody said,
No, this is no dream, Will. It is beautiful. It is like a trance. If this is death, it is sweet. There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I must go. 
After a few minutes, the whole family gathered around this giant of the faith and he gave them his last marching orders.
I have always been an ambitious man; ambitious to leave no wealth or possessions, but to leave lots of work for you to do. Will, you carry on Mount Hermon. Paul will take up the Seminary, when he is older. Fitt will look after the Institute, and Ambert will help you in the business details. This is my triumph; this is my coronation day! I have been looking forward to it for years.
Moody died and received his rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. His son Will, recorded, “To the world, Friday, December 22nd, was the shortest day of all the year, but for Dwight L. Moody its dawn ushered in that day that knows no night.” 
	DL Moody has always inspired me for his tenacious desire to preach Jesus Christ and to save the lost. As he said on his deathbed, “I have always been an ambitious man; ambitious to leave no wealth or possession, but to leave lots of work for you to do.” Moody’s life reminds me a lot of the Apostle Peter’s life. Both men were uneducated, common men. Both men had a large presence and were leaders of their day. Both men preached the gospel to thousands. Both men gave themselves to feed the sheep of the Lord Jesus Christ. Moody’s last words are recorded as he charged his family to continue in the work of the gospel. Peter’s last words are recorded as he charged the church to continue in the work of the gospel.
	The entire letter of 2 Peter is a charge to the church to carry on the believing in and laboring for the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our text today gives a window into the aim of Peter’s heart as he wrote these final words. My aim for this message will be for you to take a hard look at your life and see if your aim would be similar to Peter’s. We will do this by asking three questions of ourselves. 

What will others remember from you?
Peter opens the book with a charge to make every effort to grow in the faith by adding more Christ-like qualities to their life. The charge is rooted not in their own power, but in the grace given by God. He writes,2 Peter 1:3–11,
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
As Peter is about to receive his own rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus, he wants to remind the church to focus on eternity. These verses primarily focus on an individual’s personal faith with God. You need to know God personally. You need to make every effort to add to your faith so you stay fruitful and faithful to the Lord. 
	These next four verses focus on making every effort to add to other’s faith so that they stay fruitful and faithful to the Lord. Peter’s main concern was not himself, but the church after he was gone. Moody’s main concern was not himself, but his family after he was gone. Who are you concerned with after you are gone? Peter writes, 2 Peter 1:2-13,
Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. I think it is right as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 
Peter wanted the church to receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, he made it his aim to remind the church of who they were called to be. They were called to be like Jesus Christ. 
	His aim was not merely their morality, but their relationship with Jesus Christ. For if they possessed these qualities, they would not fall or be unfruitful in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, but receive a rich welcome into eternity. I want you to notice a few things about Peter’s words. First, Peter was fine with repeating himself. Notice the words in this section: remind, reminder, recall. The Romans had a saying, “Repetitio est mater studiorum.” Repetition is the mother of learning. It is accredited to Roman Philosopher Horace, but it was written into the code of creation. If we are going to learn anything, we need to hear it over and over again. Throughout the Old Testament, we are reminded how Israel is a forgetful people. We are a forgetful people. We need to be reminded of things. Danny Akin, President of SEBTS, has said “People will not remember what you teach, but will remember what you emphasize.” I have seen this proven true in my ministry. We need to repeat things. A lot. 
	If I were to ask you what your parents taught you, you would probably quote to me a saying they would repeat over and over again. I asked someone this past week what was one phase your parents always repeated, “An educated woman doesn’t raise her voice.” Every time voices would be raised in the house, “An educated woman doesn’t raise her voice.” So guess what happens now when they hear a woman raise their voice, what statement is plastered in the mind, “An educated woman doesn’t raise her voice.” Why? Because it was said over and over again. Parents need to remind their children of things over and over again. Teachers need to remind their students, coaches need to remind their athletes, and pastors need to remind their congregations over and over again. 
	First, Peter loves repetition. Second, Peter is telling them what they already know. Notice the text, “Therefore I intend to always remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth you have.” The church already knew what Peter was going to tell them and Peter didn’t care. He was going to tell them anyway. Why? Because of its importance. It was so important that if they lost those qualities, they may lose a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why do parents always remind their teenage drivers to drive safely? Because if they don’t, they could die. Why do pastors always remind their churches to hold fast to Jesus Christ? Because if they don’t, they could walk away from Jesus. There are certain things that are so important that they bear repeating. 
Peter’s main concern was that the church would believe and remain in Jesus Christ. He wanted the church to believe the gospel. He wanted them to know that Jesus Christ died for their sins and he was raised on the third day and he ascended to heaven and he was coming back. He said, “I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder.” This reminds me of Hebrews 10:24-25 and the role we have as church members to one another, Hebrews 10:24–25,
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
One way we stir one another up to love God and others is to remind them the Day is drawing near. We remind people the end is coming so remain steadfast. The Lord is coming. 
	As we continue to read 2 Peter, we will see Peter’s concern that the church remember the Lord is coming. God will judge sinners and those who do not believe and God will deliver those who love Jesus and are growing in him. He is reminding the church of the truth they already know because there are false teachers who are saying the opposite. The false teachers are saying, “Where is the promise of his coming?” There is not going to be any judgment so live like you want to live now. Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. Live your best life now. You only live once. 
	Peter is stirring the church up to remember there is a judgment coming so keep your eyes on Jesus and live for eternity. Remember who you are. You are a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a people of his own possession who was called out of darkness to proclaim his glory. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people. Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received God’s mercy. Therefore, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for glory awaits the believer in Christ. 
	We know Peter’s aim, what is yours? What will others remember from your life? What are the things you emphasize? Ask people in your life. Are you known to talk much about Jesus Christ and the things of God? Or are you known for focusing on temporal things? Are you intentionally trying to remind your children of specific things? What are you saying to those you are discipling? Or are you discipling anyone? Key word is intentionally. What is locked up in our heart will come out in our conversations and our prayers. 
	We often do not realize how often we say or emphasize certain things. The people in our lives know. If you have a vibrant, personal relationship with Jesus Christ, it will impact what you remind people of in your life. What you meditate on and pray about, will come out in your speech. I would encourage you to spend time with Jesus for he will change your heart and your priorities and what you will talk about you. I also would encourage you to be intentional on what you want others to know from your life. 

Are you ready for your death?
Peter was preparing to die. Jesus Christ made it clear to Peter the manner in which he would and the timing of his death. We do not know if Jesus communicated audibly to Peter while he was in prison this time or based on circumstances, he knew his end was near. Either way, Peter knew his time was near. 2 Peter 1:14
since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 
Life is vapor. In one sense, we will all put off our bodies soon, but in reality some of us are closer than others. Although we never know when our day is coming, we do know that it is coming. Are you ready for it? If you were to die today, do you have confidence that you would receive a rich entrance into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus? Or are you not sure? 
	If you are not sure, let be clear: everyone will die and stand before God in judgment. Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,
We cannot avoid it. We all die because we are all sinners. Death is our consequence for our sin. All die because all have sinned. And when we die, we will be judged. Now, as Christians we do not fear judgment because we know Jesus Christ has already taken our judgment for us on the cross. Jesus never sinned yet he died in the place of sinners. He offered his body once for sins so that all who turn to him in faith could be forgiven. His resurrection is the proof that we will be resurrected to eternal life. Let me finish the verse quoted above, as there was a comma and not period, Hebrews 9:27–28
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
Jesus has already dealt with sin. He offered his body once and for all to bear the sins of all who would turn to him in faith. And He will appear a second time, not  deal with sin, but to save. He will save those who are eagerly waiting for him. He will save those who are holding to the promises of God and are adding to their faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection and love. 
	Friend, are you scared of Jesus' return or are you eagerly waiting? If you are scared, you most likely are not ready to die. Let me remind you that God is a forgiving God. He is full of compassion and mercy. No matter what wrong you have done, if you turn to Christ, you will be forgiven. Do not delay. Turn to Christ today.
	Beloved, we are ready to die. We know Christ and we know that we will receive a rich welcome into his eternal kingdom. If we are ready, let us make sure the people in our lives are ready as well. Let us remind them of his coming and encourage them to press on to the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Where do you need more effort?
	Again, Peter begins with a call to individuals to make their calling and election sure, but here is focusing on his effort for others. He makes a promise to the church, 2 Peter 1:15,
And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 
Peter wants to capitalize on his last days by making every effort so that after he is gone, the church will be able to remember these things. The ‘these things’ are related to the whole letter not merely the first chapter. In one sense, ‘these things’ embody all of the faith once and for all delivered to saints. It is the body of faith handed down by the apostles. And in another sense, Peter has a specific aim. He does not want them to fall away and forget the second coming of Christ, but grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ with righteousness and godliness. Some of the ‘these things’ are universal to Chrsitians in any time and culture while others are unique to the Christians in Peter’s day. 
	He says he will make every effort so that after he is gone they remain. What are ways we make every effort to pass on the faith? Let me offer a few:
By Our Words - Peter took great care to write down his charge to the church. He wanted to communicate specific words to specific people. As Moody lay dying, he gave specific charges to each one of his children. And we see this pattern throughout the Scriptures, Paul writes final words to Timothy, John writes final words to Gaius, and Jesus gives final words to Peter. We can make every effort to pass on the faith with our words, verbally and written down. 
By Our Example - It is not to merely say the right things, we need to live the right way. Hebrews 13:7,
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
This is referring to the leaders in the church, but the same could be said in the home to mothers and fathers or employers to employees. Paul said to the Corinthians, “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” People will follow your character. If you are kind, people in your life will be more kind. If you are generous, people will be more generous. If you are angry, people in your life will be angry. We become what we behold and others behold good in us, they will become good. What do others see in us?
By Our Actions - It is similar to the one above, but I want to extend it beyond character. We want to have godly character and pass that godly character on to others, but we also want to model godly activity. We want to serve other people and we want to pass on those activities to others. If you are serving others, reading the word, or showing hospitality, those things will be passed on to others. If you are always looking at your phone or computer, if you never have people in your home or if you choose sports on Sunday over the Lord’s day gathering, those will also be followed as well.
Peter makes a promise to the church. “I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.” Peter is going to give himself to the church so they will flourish after his departure. 
Where do you need to make more of an effort? Are you making every effort to pass on the faith? Parents, are you making every effort to pass on the faith to your children? Older men, are you making every effort to pass on the faith to younger men in this congregation? Older women, are you making every effort to pass on the faith to younger women in this congregation? Young people, are you making every effort to listen to the faith that is being passed on to you? Deacons, are you making every effort to serve the church so the Word of God would increase? Elders, are you making every effort to teach and pray so the congregation would grow in Christlikeness?
We all have room to grow. We all can work on our effort. And we all need to grow and be all the more diligent to make the calling and election of others sure. Heaven and hell are real. We want people to reach heaven and avoid hell. But the question is how bad? Are you making every effort to see that happen?
2 Peter 1:12-15 is a window into the heart of a pastor. He loves his sheep and wants to make sure they are safe in Christ. He wanted to make sure they would not be seduced and carried away by false teachers. He wanted them to remain rooted and established in Christ. Peter had very specific aims based on the cultural moment when he wrote this last letter in that Roman prison. Peter’s aim has caused me to think of my own aim and the aim of our elders. What are ‘these things’ we want our people to remember? 
	One of the great blessings of a plurality of elders is that each elder is going to have unique and specific passions they want to pass on. Pastor Grant makes every effort for our church to love the poor and the lost. He sets an example of sacrificial love and concern for the body and wants to lead us in loving the left-outs and forgottens. Pastor Daniel makes every effort for our church to have clean hands and a pure heart. He wants us to love God’s Word and be sound in doctrine. Pastor Whit makes every effort that we would know there is only one God and no other. He wants us to know how to defend our faith and study the Scriptures on our own. Pastor Simeon makes every effort that we are doing everything in decency and order. He wants us to have systems in place to care for the young and the old. Pastor Roberto makes every effort that we would love God in patience and truth. He wants to model a humble trust in the Lord in all things. Pastor Victor makes every effort to herald the sovereignty of God in salvation. He wants us to know deeply of the grace of God. It is such a gift to labor with these men who have a deep love for the church and deep passion for the Great Commission. 
	We want to make every effort for all of you to be built up in Christ and mature in the things of God. We, as elders, want to make every effort for our church to be a holy church. We want our people to walk as Christ walked. We want to love the things of God and love one another. We want to make every effort for our church to reflect Christ to one another and to the world. We want to be a church that is reaching the lost for Christ. We want to make every effort to be a green dot church, meaning we want to be a church that gives more than it gets. We want to send out elders and missionaries to serve the world. We want to resource and train future pastors. We want to come alongside and strengthen churches in our area, state, nation and around the world. We want to make every effort to strengthen the church of the Lord Jesus Christ so that Christ would be honored, the church would be strengthen and the lost would be saved. 
	Our church has been put in a unique season. We have opportunities to strengthen the church far and wide. The Elders and I  have been given opportunities to develop relationships with pastors all over the world. We are regularly engaging other pastors in helping them think through how to be a healthy church. How to be churches that preach the gospel faithfully, that have a culture of discipleship and evangelism, that are robustly complementarian celebrating God’s design in gender and authority. We share time and time again of what God is doing in our midst. We are making every effort that our church cares for the nations. We want to care for one another so we all will make it glory. And we care for one another so that we can help influence the world for Christ. 
	I want our church to be like the church of Thessalonica. They were a church known for holiness and love. Paul writes of the church, 1 Thessalonians 1:6–10,
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (Emphasis added)
The faith of the church went forth and became an example to the world. How? They turned from idols to the living God. They eagerly waited for Jesus from heaven who was raised from the dead, who alone delivers from the wrath to come. When we put aside idols and make every effort to live for Jesus Christ personally and corporately, we can be an example to the world.
	My prayer is that we would make every effort to be a Christ-like community for one another and the world. Your love for one another, your love for truth, and your striving for unity here will influence the nations. Josue Lara is building a core team in Monterrey, Mexico and the new church, Piedra Angular will be impacted by his time here at Park Baptist Church. I saw both Mark Watts and Thomas Broom this week and Stony Fork Community Church and Grace Chapel Baptist Church will be impacted by those brothers' time in our church. Glenrock Baptist Church will be different because of Alan Patrick’s time here at Park. Pioneer Church exists because of the labor of this congregation. 
	Next month, we will have 50-75 pastors here at Park Baptist Church to learn and think deeply about the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. We will have the ability to influence countless congregations to pursue holiness and righteousness through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. One of the pastors who came last year, told our elders at the SBC how their congregation is moving to a more biblical model of church government because of their time at Park last July. God is using our church to help strengthen the larger church for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
	God, in his kindness, has allowed our church to be a green-dot church. We are net exporters of grace to others. Praise God. It is an undeserved grace from the Lord. But here me, our influence outside these walls begins inside them. Our relationships with one another, the empty-tomb affection we have for one another, the love for doctrine and wielding that doctrine with grace, is one of the reasons our congregation is able to be influencing churches in our area, our nation, and to the ends of the earth. It is humbling. And it is exciting. And we, as elders, want to make every effort to be a Christ-like church in Rock Hill and influence the nations to do the same. I could share more of how God is using our church to influence the Spanish-speaking world and helping to model how one can be a church with two languages or how we are helping churches develop residency for pastors and missionaries and women. God is doing so very much through our local body.
	And we deserve none of the glory, but we must continue to make every effort to be used by the Lord for his glory. I do appreciate the great William Carey’s words as he encouraged the church in his day to take the gospel to nations, “Attempt Great Things for God, Expect Great Things From God.” I pray we will do both. Who knows what the Lord will do in our midst? I do not, but I want to make every effort so that after my departure many who are far from God would be reconciled by grace to Christ, once weak churches would become strong in faith, once empty pulpits would be filled with godly men holding out the word of life, and the people of Park Baptist Church would receive a rich entrance into the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
	Peter is thinking about his coming death and wants the church to continue in Jesus and the promise of his coming after he died. He wanted them to believe that even though he would soon close his eyes in death, he would receive a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ our Lord. I do not know how much time the Lord will give me, but it is helpful for my heart to meditate on the brevity of life. It is helpful to read stories of great saints and how they trusted the Lord til the end. 
DL Moody was surrounded by his family in those waning hours before his death charging them to continue the good work that God had begun. But he did not want to be sad in his passing, for precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of one of his saints. Shortly before his death, Moody preached to a gathering,
Some day you will read in the papers that D. L. Moody, of East Northfield, is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it! At that moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I shall have gone up higher, that is all–out of this old clay tenement into a house that is immortal; a body death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, a body fashioned like unto His glorious body. I was born in the flesh in 1837. I was born of the Spirit in 1856. That which is born of the flesh may die. That which is born of the Spirit will live forever.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Dorsett, 381] 

Beloved, we are born of the Spirit and we will live forever. Let us make every effort that we and others will live in that reality. Don’t believe the false teachers, Jesus is coming. He is not coming to deal with sins, but provide a rich entrance to those who eagerly await his return. So make every effort to fix your eyes to the hills from where our help comes from. Beloved, keep your eyes on Jesus, firmly established in the truth you know, the truth that will save, the truth that will keep you. Jesus is the truth. Beloved, hold fast to him for we are almost home. 





What is Truth?
2 Peter 1:16–21

	 “You’re a liar!” A very confident woman yelled at me after a conference a few years ago. She came up to talk to me and said she really appreciated my talk the year before at the same conference. I politely smiled and said, “You must be mistaken. This is the first time I have ever spoken here.” She did not believe me. She started questioning my recollection of my own experience before she bellowed out, “You’re a liar!” She was so confident that a bearded redheaded pastor spoke at the conference last year that when I said it wasn’t me, she could not believe me. “You’re a liar!” She was wrong. I did not speak at the conference the year before, but my friend, Drew Taylor did. He also is a bearded redheaded pastor from South Carolina. We used to pastor at the same church and even our own children would occasionally get us mixed up. 
	This woman’s mistake was an honest one. She was confident in her own experience and trusted her memory over my words. “You’re a liar!” Later on that day, I had Drew send me a picture and I showed it to the woman to verify my case. My words were not enough. She wanted proof of the truth. And she is not wrong for wanting it. Why should we believe someone’s words? How can we know something is true? We live in an era of ‘Fake News’ where misinformation is spread to discredit someone or to create a false narrative while at the same time the truth is often called ‘fake news’ to dismiss allegations of misconduct. 
	Fake news, half truths, or propaganda have been used for centuries to smear political rivals and against warring nations. Now, with the growth of the internet and the ease of anyone to become a ‘discernment blogger,’ it is hard to know what is the truth. How do we know something is true? It is an important question today and has been an important question since the serpent snuck into the garden and asked, “Did God really say?” “Is that really true?”
	During the end of the Apostle Peter’s life, there was a ‘fake news’ campaign against the apostolic witness. There was a group of false teachers who called Peter and the apostles, liars. They were accused of lying and making up the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The False Teachers said to Peter, “You’re a liar!” And Peter wrote his second letter to defend himself, but also, and more importantly, to defend the truth. The truth was on trial and Peter gives us several reasons why we should believe it. 
Beloved, the truth is still on trial. The accusations made against Peter are being made against us. I pray this morning you will have even more reason to believe in and hold fast to the truth. 
Believe in the Apostolic Witness
	Peter wants the church to believe and to continue to believe in the faith once and for all delivered to the saints. He says, “And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.” These things are probably focusing on the second coming of Christ for after this section, the body of the letter is focused on false teachers and their claims. And their main claim is Jesus Christ is not returning. They are saying everything is going to continue as it has always been, therefore, people are free to live without fear of future judgment. Peter is writing this letter into that context.
 So although Peter wants the church to believe in all the apostles taught, he specifically wants them to believe in the second coming of Christ. And he begins to lay out his case on why you should believe him, starting with his own experience, 2 Peter 1:16–18,
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 
Peter refutes the claim that the apostles are following cleverly devised myths. The false teachers are claiming the Christian gospel is made up. It is a myth, a fairytale, a story used to control people. There is nothing new under the sun for the same lie is used today. Peter is claiming that Jesus Christ is God. He has already done it in the opening words of the letter, 2 Peter 1:1,
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:
The ‘our’ modifies both God and Savior Jesus Christ showing that Peter believes Jesus is God. 
Why does Peter believe that? He witnessed his power at the transfiguration during Jesus’ earthly life. Peter’s claim is that what they saw verifies his divinity and power and foreshadows his future return. Even the text in Matthew hints at his second coming, notice his preamble to the transfiguration, Matthew 16:28-17:8
Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 
Peter says, “I am no liar. I am not following some myth for I saw Jesus blazing white and I heard God speak with a loud voice from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” They saw Jesus transformed before them and they heard the voice from heaven. 
	The Apostle John makes the same argument in his first letter to the church. Notice how many times he points what he sees and hears and touches, 1 John 1:1–3,
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
The apostolic witness is not made up. It is grounded in their own experience of seeing and hearing Jesus in power. But we should ask, “Why should we believe them?”
	The claim of the false teachers is that it's all a myth. The apostles are not to be trusted for they want to control people and restrict their pursuit of pleasure. Why should we believe them? Remember Peter was in prison facing execution for sharing what he saw and heard. John was exiled to the island of Patmos for sharing what he saw and heard. Either of them could have changed their story and not suffered, but they didn’t. Because they believed it to be true. They staked everything in their life that Jesus was God and the Beloved Son of the Father. 
	Logically, it makes no sense for someone to suffer and die for a lie. Some may suffer a little bit for a lie, but it is very unlikely they would be willing to continue to suffer and then die for something that didn’t happen. If you are a non-Christian, have you ever considered the claims of the apostles? They believed that Jesus was God. They believed Jesus lived a perfect divine life as a man. They believed Jesus died as a man. They believed his death was the payment for sin for anyone who would turn to Jesus in faith. They believed he was raised from the dead. And they believe with their whole heart that he was coming back in power. That’s what they believed, what do you believe? 
	Do you think there will be judgment for sin? Will we be held accountable for the wrong we have done in our lives? What do you believe happens when we die? Is Christianity a cleverly devised myth to control people? Or is it true? The ones who first shared Jesus’ resurrection from the dead were willing to die for that claim. Seems like compelling evidence for its truthfulness. Either the apostles were telling the truth or they were lying. And the same could be said of Jesus. Jesus was either telling the truth when he said he was going to rise from the dead or he was a liar. Which one makes the most sense? I would submit to you that logically what makes the most sense is the apostles saw Jesus change before their eyes and heard God speak from heaven that Jesus is his Beloved Son. And if that is true, then the promise of his coming is also true. 
	Peter’s first argument is trust my experience. And it's a good argument based on his writing the letter from a Roman prison. But Peter’s experience is not the most compelling reason to believe in the divinity of Jesus and the second coming. 

Believe in the Authoritative Word
	Peter believes wholeheartedly with what he experienced, yet his confidence ultimately is not in his experience but in the Word of God. 2 Peter 1:19–21,
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
Peter’s argument is that the prophetic word more fully confirms his experience. The word should be more trusted than his experience even though his experience is true. 
	This is a key text in understanding the doctrine of Scripture. The Bible is the Word of God. Peter trusted in the Bible unto death. He describes in three ways which is really one way: Prophetic Word, Prophecy of Scripture, Prophecy. All have the word or idea of prophecy. A prophecy is a prediction of what is going to happen in the future. The Bible consistently makes predictions of what is going to happen in the future and it is proven true. As we recently have gone through the Prophet Daniel and his claims of what was going to happen with Greece and Persia. And what Daniel prophesied or predicted came to pass. Peter says the Bible is a book of prophecy. It is a book predicting and explaining the future. If the entire Scriptures have been proven true, you should also trust what it says about the coming of Jesus Christ. 
	The Bible is no less true or no less divine because it was given by human authors. The argument we hear so often today is the Bible cannot be trusted because it was written by men and compiled by men. But the Bible says it was written by men carried along by the Holy Spirit. God worked with the personality, skills, temperament, and circumstances of the author to bring his perfect word. The Bible is not fallible because God used fallible men. For men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit worked within men’s ability and personality to produce his perfect word. It is not wrong to say that the Bible is both a human and divine book.[footnoteRef:9] The verb carried in verse 21, is the word ‘phero’ which means, an assured outcome guaranteed by another. Theologian B.B. Warfield explains, [9:  Kevin De Young, Taking God at His Word. location 406] 

The men who spoke from God are here declared, therefore, to have been taken up by the Holy Spirit and brought by His power to the goal of His choosing. The things which they spoke under this operation of the Spirit were therefore His things, not theirs. And that is the reason which is assigned why “the prophetic word” is so sure. Though spoken through the instrumentality of men, it is, by virtue of the fact that these men spoke “as borne by the Holy Spirit,” an immediately Divine word.
The prophetic Word was not written merely by men, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit then is the author of the Bible. 
	If the Holy Spirit wrote the Word, then the Bible is true. God does not lie, indeed He cannot. When we read the Bible, we are reading the very words of God. There were certain criteria the early church used to determine if a book would be identified as New Testament Scripture. It had to be Agree, Apostolic, Accepted and Ancient. 
Agree- it had to be consistent with the rest of the Scripture. It had to agree with the rest of the Bible.
Apostolic - it had to be written either by an apostle or someone closely connected to an apostle.
Accepted - It had to be widely accepted among the early church as Scripture. They did not allow books to be part of the canon if it was disputed.
Ancient- It had to be written around the time of Christ or those who lived during his life. 
The earliest list of New Testament books was near the end of the second century. If we believe the men were carried along by the Holy Spirit to write the books, we believe the same in regards to the canon. 
Peter was probably thinking of Psalm 2 when he was showing how the Old Testament Scriptures point to the return of the Son to judge the world. Psalm 2:7–12,
	I will tell of the decree:
	The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
		today I have begotten you.
	Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
		and the ends of the earth your possession.
	You shall break them with a rod of iron
		and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
	Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
		be warned, O rulers of the earth.
	Serve the LORD with fear,
		and rejoice with trembling.
	Kiss the Son,
		lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
		for his wrath is quickly kindled.
	Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
The Psalmist warns his hearers to honor the Son or be judged. Peter is doing the same thing in this letter as he is refuting the claims of the false teachers. If Jesus is the Beloved Son of Psalm 2, which seems to be confirmed by the words from heaven on the mountain heard by the Apostles, then Son is coming back to judge the wicked and rescue the righteous. Therefore, we should believe the apostolic witness and we should believe the authoritative Word of God. 
	Let me close with an application found in the text for all of us today. 

Be Attentive to the Word
	Peter describes how the Word of God is more sure than his own experience and a word that can be trusted since it was born of God. 2 Peter 1:19,
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,
Peter provides us an exhortation and an analogy to help us understand the importance of the exhortation. The exhortation is you will do well to pay attention to the Word and the analogy as to a lamp shining in a dark place. Last night, my daughter needed to go find something in the car and she asked to use my phone so she would have a flashlight because she would not be able to see in the car at night without a light. The world is a dark place and we need a flashlight if we are going to see clearly. The Word of God is our light that helps us see in this dark world. It allows us to see clearly and accurately. 
	Follow Peter’s argument, the false teachers are claiming the return of Christ is a myth and Peter is saying look how the Word contradicts their words. The Scriptures make repeated claims about judgment and the Day of the Lord when he will fully and finally end sin and evil and will provide a rich welcome to his people into his eternal kingdom. The only way you can see the truth in this dark place is if you have the light of the Word of God. You would not go looking for things in the dark without a light, so why would you go and look for the truth without God’s Word. So Peter exhorts that we would do well to pay attention to the Word. 
So why don’t we? What are some common reasons that keep us from the word of God? Maybe you can relate to some. Understanding what keeps us from the Word may help equip us to pay attention to the Word. 
Lack of Understanding - Some don’t pay attention to the Word because they do not think they will be able to understand it. Whether it is because of their ability to read or a lack of education, people don’t read because they think they won’t understand. Remember God wrote the Bible for us to understand. He accommodated the Word to fit our understanding. Of course, there are difficult things in the Bible. Peter even will mention it later in the book, but you can grow in your understanding by the more time you spend in the word. 
Overconfident - Some don’t read the Bible because they think they already know what it says so they do not see the benefit of reading it again. We will never outgrow our need to read and study the Word of God. No matter how much we dig, we will never hit the bottom. Keep Digging.
Too Busy -  We believe we have too many pressing responsibilities. We have laundry and dishes to do, emails to write, phone calls to make, traffic to fight, etc. Regardless, we are not making the word of God a priority. And if we are too busy, maybe we need to cut things out of schedule to make more time for the Word of God. But remember you can read a chapter of the Bible in about 3 minutes. One hour and you can read the entire book of Romans. 60% of the Books in the Bible can be read in under an hour[footnoteRef:10]. We think reading takes more time than it actually does. [10:  ​​https://www.travisagnew.org/2016/11/14/how-long-does-it-take-to-read-each-book-of-the-bible/] 

Entertainment - We love entertainment more than the Word. We would prefer youtube clips, TV, social media, or a ball game. Our culture wants us to be enamored with the trivial over the eternal.
Short Attention Span - Our culture has impacted our attention span. We are easily distracted even when we sit down for the word. We may need to fight to build our ability to read for longer periods of time. Start reading for 3 minutes a day then grow your 3 minutes to 5 min, your 5 min to 10 min and so on. 
Lazy - Some don't pay attention to the Word because we are lazy. We become slothful in our zeal for God. We need to repent of our laziness. 
Can’t see Immediate Benefit - Some of us don’t pay attention because we do not see the immediate fruit of reading. There are other tasks we can tackle and see an immediate benefit while the Word shows its fruit over time. 
Beloved, there are lots of reasons we do not pay attention to the Word. And you are not alone in not paying attention to the Word. John Bunyan once wrote in the cover of one of his Bibles, “Either this book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this book.” We all face times when we neglect the word and our guilt keeps us from sharing it with people in our lives. Confessing our struggle is often the reason we are able to turn back to the Word. 
	If the Bible is the truth and warns of us the coming judgment and teaches the way of salvation, then the spiritual forces of darkness will do all they can to keep you from the Word of God. You will do well to pay attention to the Word of God. Read it. Listen to it. Meditate on it. One Sunday Ms. Mary Sandford met at the door after I encouraged the church to read the Bible every year. She said, “You know preacher, I have never read the Bible all the way through.” I said, “Well Miss Mary, you better get started, you don’t have a lot of time left.” She was 85 at the time. She had never read the Bible all the way through up until she was 85. She read it through 6 times before she died at 91. Once every year. 
	Beloved, I don’t want to lay guilt on your shoulders for your lack of time in the Bible, but it is not good for your soul if you are not in the Word. If you don’t read the Word, you become more like the World. You start to think more like the world, then you start living more like the world. I and the other elders are happy to help you read the Word, but simply put, you need to pay attention to it. If you don’t, you are putting your own soul in danger. As a doctor warns how a bad diet destroys your health, a bad spiritual diet destroys your soul. 
	I don’t think I have to do much to convince you of the importance of the Bible in the life of a Christian. We all know it's important. We just have to make it a priority for the Bible is where we learn about Jesus. It is where we learn about his love for us, his sacrifice for us, his delight over us that we are his children, and how he is coming back for us. The Bible is all about Jesus. So if you want to love Jesus more, pay attention to the Word. 
	Peter’s culture called him a liar and that he was following myths, but he knew the truth. Our culture will say the same to us, be we know the truth. Jesus is no myth. His death and resurrection is no fairy tale. His return is no fable. Jesus Christ is God, he showed a glimpse of his power Peter on the mountain, the Word  promises he is coming back, so we would do well to pay attention because he is our light shining in the darkness. 


Will You Be of the Many? 
2 Peter 2:1-10a
“I’m in a bathtub. I can’t get up. I feel like I’m about to die. Mercury poisoning.The water in the tub has grown cold. Maybe that’s why I feel so cold. I’ve been marinating in my own soup stock for the past two hours. I’m floating in and out of consciousness. Whenever I can concentrate, I begin to pray. “Jesus, please, save me. Please, heal me. I repent, I put my whole heart into prayer right now, and I cast out any doubt or fear. I know you can heal me. Please heal me!”
My mom’s keys are rattling in the doorknob now, and I hear the door thud shut in the distance… I barely recognize her figure as she tries with all of her wiry might to pull me out of the tub. I spend the next two days in the hospital. My mom wants to know why I didn’t let her know, why I didn’t want to go to the hospital, why I didn’t do something.
“Mom, Jesus is my doctor. I’m blessed, and I know that he would have healed me.” This is me trying to live out what I think is true Christianity.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://www.9marks.org/article/journalgospel-almost-killed-me/] 

This is Sean DeMars from an article, A ‘Gospel’ that Almost Killed Me. Sean heard of Jesus in jail and came back to his neighborhood to find Roger, who would introduce him to a ‘gospel’ that almost killed him. He became a devoted disciple of the prosperity gospel. He was sick but refused to see a doctor because he believed all he needed was faith.  He believed he could claim healing and financial windfall by magically saying, “In the name of Jesus.” Later in the same article, Sean writes,
Here’s the bottom line: I was a heretic. But Christ had saved me from my sin, and he saved me from my heresy too. When it comes to embracing the prosperity gospel, I doubt that you would have found anyone more dedicated or ruthless than me. I was the chosen one. But I was ensnared in a false gospel.
Sean was one of the many who followed false teaching. Will you be one of the many? 
Peter is sitting in a Roman prison awaiting his execution, and his heart is breaking for the many. He pens his last letter reminding the saints to believe that Christ is coming to rescue His people. He has already given two reasons why you should believe in Christ’s return. 2 Peter 1:16–18,
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 
First, Peter testifies to his own experience. They saw Jesus lifted up in power as a preview of the power they will see at his return. Second, Peter reminds the church of the promises of the prophets in the Word of God, 2 Peter 1:19–21,
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
The Word of God should be more fully trusted then even Peter’s experience. The Word prophesied the Messiah would suffer, die and be raised from the dead. The Word prophesies that the  Messiah will return to rescue the righteous and judge the wicked. Jesus is coming back, but before he does, Peter writes, 2 Peter 2:1–3a,
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. 
I have been gripped with those three words, “many will follow.” Peter says of himself and his fellow apostles, “We did not follow cleverly devised myths.” And here he says, ‘many will follow.” Will you be of the many? Will your children be of the many? Will your parents be of the many? Will your neighbors or coworkers be of the many? 
	The Apostle John says there is no greater joy to know that his children are walking in the truth. The opposite is true as well. There is no greater sorrow to know that your children are walking away from the truth. So many of you have hearts of sorrow when you think of your children, your parents, your friends who once may even have been part of this body who now have become part of “The Many” who walk away from the truth and follow lies. 
The Warning of the Many 
	Peter wants to prepare the saints for the return of Christ. He wants them to hold on to sound doctrine like a mother gripping a child’s hand in a crowd. Sound doctrine is too precious to let go. Beloved, we, as elders, want to warn you so you may hold on to the truth. Let me give you 5 warnings Peter gives to the church First warning,
	There will be false teachers in the church - 2 Peter 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.” Notice those last two words, “among you.” Peter is not focusing on the wolves in the world, he is focusing on the wolves dressed in sheep’s clothing. As elders, we strive to protect the pulpit from heresy. We work hard to vet our Sunday School teachers in our 5 adult classes and in our children classes. A regular concern of mine is not the teaching you will receive in this church (as we can control and monitor who and what people are teaching), but the teaching when you turn on your TV, open your laptop or scroll on YouTube. Not every ‘Christian teacher’ should be trusted. We must be wise in who we listen to and how much we listen to them. 
	They will secretly bring in destructive heresies - False teachers are not coming with hazard lights flashing warning of danger. They are secretly bringing in heresy. They are subtle. They are slippery. They are satanic. Some will mean well while others will have evil intent. Regardless, their teaching is like carbon monoxide, you don’t want you to smell until it’s too late. You must have your own detectors to warn you when those heresies slip in. Relationships in the body of Christ should help sound the alarm when we drift into heresy. Beloved, if you are concerned with what someone is listening to or saying, you must speak up. We cannot allow our brothers and sisters to walk toward the end of a cliff without trying to stop them. Notice what Peter says, these are “destructive heresies.” 
	Two things, no one likes to create conflict in a relationship and no one likes to be corrected. It pushes against our Southern sensibilities but for the sake of each other’s souls, if we sense danger, sound the alarm. And work hard to regularly invite people into your life to challenge and warn you. Protect yourself by asking others if you have blind spots in your thinking or lifestyle. You may be unwittingly exposing yourself to danger. 
	Many will follow their sensuality - False teachers often appeal to fleshly desires. Many false teachers today not only minimize sexual sin but promote it. They may say things like, “Love who you want to love.” “Follow your heart.” “If God has given you those desires, act upon them.” The world loves pleasure. And those worldly philosophies often creep into the church. 1 John 2:15-17 gives us a strong warning, 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
And Paul warns us in 2 Timothy 4:3–4,
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
And the Lord Jesus shares the parable of the rich man who builds bigger barns to store his grain, Luke 12:19–21,
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
Those warnings of false beliefs are so common in the Scripture, we must not presume we could not fall prey to them. Many will follow their sensuality. Will you be of the many? 
	The way of truth will be blasphemed - When one follows false teaching, the truth is diluted and people misrepresent God. The world we want to save misunderstands who God is because his followers live in contrast to his ways. God is mocked and shown contempt when false teaching is followed. 
	Their greed will exploit you with false words - False teachers do not care about you, but they want to exploit you. They want to use you by taking advantage and playing on your desires. They do not care about you. They care about themselves. They want to live in luxury and comfort while you head towards destruction. 
Peter is so concerned with the church following false teaching, he gives his last days to warn them of its manipulative and destructive aims. Are you one of the many? Will you be one of the many? Will you help others not be one of the many?
	It seems like every day we see more and more people giving into sensuality. We see more and more churches affirm homosexuality, more and more churches loosen the commands of God’s holiness and righteousness. The steps towards false teaching are usually small ones but small steps in the right direction will take one far from God. Are there any kernels of false teaching rolling around in your soul ready to pop?
‘I am suffering, because I don’t have enough faith’ ‘Maybe I am not able to conceive because of my sin.’ ‘Maybe God has given me a spouse because I haven’t prayed hard enough’. ‘I have worked really hard at life this week so I don’t have to deny myself.’ ‘I can’t take a day of rest because people really need me.’ ‘God wouldn’t want to hear from me until I clean up my life.’ ‘Is it really wrong not to have sex if we plan on getting married anyway?’ ‘Did God really say..’
False teachers will sow seeds in your heart. Will you let them take root? Ask yourself tough questions. Be honest with yourself. Bring things to the light. If you aren’t sure if you are thinking rightly, ask one of the elders. Do not give the Devil a foothold. And help others. After falling to a false gospel, Sean DeMars pleads with his fellow Christians,
Preach against it, and preach a gospel that shines so bright and burns so hot that any other gospel that tries to approach it burns up upon entry. Don’t treat this like an asymptomatic sniffle in an otherwise healthy body; treat it like the cancer that it is. Preach, teach, counsel, shepherd, and pray a clear and true gospel, and leave no room for anything less glorious or true. If you meet someone who is lost in this false gospel, please, please, please love them and tell them the truth. Sit them down, buy them lunch, and open up your Bibles. Speak life. Be brave. Odds are, no one has ever loved them enough to tell them the truth about themselves. The truth is that they cannot be saved by a false gospel, and the prosperity gospel is certainly that. Jesus saved me from the prosperity gospel, and he can save more. He will save more.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.9marks.org/article/journalgospel-almost-killed-me/] 

Protecting people from false gospels is a community project. 
The Reminders for the Few
	Peter wants the church to remain steadfast. The key heresy in Peter’s day is whether Christ will return. We see it in 2 Peter 3:1–4,
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
Where is the promise of his coming? Their argument is that everything seems the same since creation therefore do not worry about future judgment, but enjoy life. 
	Peter wants to give two reminders: The unrighteous will suffer on the Day of Judgement while the righteous will be rescued. 
The Unrighteous will Suffer on the Day of Judgement 
If you live for pleasure and greed, if you live for yourself and your own desires, if you live against God’s law, you will suffer. The Bible has two camps: the righteous and the unrighteous. If you are here and not a Christian, let me just ask you to seriously consider Peter’s argument. He is speaking to Christians to give them hope to persevere with Jesus as they are facing false teachers and persecution because the false teachers and those who do not believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior will be punished. 
	Peter is in a jail cell. He is probably cold, tired, and weak. He is about to be executed for preaching the contents of this letter. Meaning…he really believes it. Friends, we Christians, really believe these words. And we want you to really believe them as well. Notice even in the first three verses we have already read about what will happen to these false teachers:  
Because they deny Jesus who died for them, they are “bringing upon themselves swift destruction...Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”
They are in danger. They will experience God’s wrath for their sin and false teaching. We know this because this has been the pattern from the beginning of creation. Peter gives three pictures for us, follow the ‘ifs,’ 2 Peter 2:4–8,
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard);
First if, “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned.” Angels who were in heaven, who understood God’s glory and power, these majestic, glorious beings, their sin was not overlooked. What was their sin? They did not follow God’s boundaries but chose to live in autonomy from his rules. We read in Genesis 6:1–2,
When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 
It is the common Jewish understanding that the sons of God were angels who violated God’s boundaries and lusted after the women of the earth and took them as their wives. Therefore, God cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness, to be kept until the judgment. They double judgment: they were sent to Hell and chained there now and will experience further judgment at the end of the world.
The second if, in verse 5 “if he did not spare the ancient world…when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly. It says in Genesis 6:5,
The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
God saw the evil of men’s actions and the evil intent of their heart, and sent the flood to punish them. 
	The third if, in verse 6, “If by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly.” Sodom and Gomorrah were cities of sexual promiscuity and perversion. Ezekiel 16:49–50,
Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.
They lived for comfort and pleasure and disregarded God’s law so the Lord turned their cities into ash with fire from the sky. 
	Peter gives three examples, and he could have given many more, but he gives three to remind Christians what will happen to the ungodly. He gives them to you, who may not be Chrsitians, of what will happen to those who reject God. They will face God’s judgment. If you are not a Christian, do you believe you deserve to be judged for your sin? Do you think God should merely overlook it? Maybe you believe some of the same things people believed in Peter’s Day, “Everything seems to be the same so I am just going to live the way I want because judgment isn’t coming?” Many people believe there is not a judgment coming, but do you want to stake your eternity on it? 
	Notice the end of this paragraph, “The Lord knows how to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.” Do you live according to the passions of your flesh? Do you despise or reject the authority of your Creator? Take a moment. Ask yourself, “Who is the ultimate authority in my life? Is it me or God?” 
	Beloved, this should be a reminder to you to remain steadfast. The unrighteous may seem like they are prospering now, but their time will come. God did not spare the angels, he did not spare the ancient world, he did spare Sodom and Gomorrah. Noah lived for years watching the rampant wickedness around him. Lot lived for years seeing how the people despised God’s authority and were consumed by their own passions. We can imagine Noah may have been discouraged building the arc and Lot discouraged with his daughters living with their pagan husbands. 
Do you have experience frustration or deep discouragement when you look at the world around us? Do you ever get discouraged how sensuality is promoted on almost every commercial and how promiscuity is celebrated on every new movie? You are not alone. Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wants to remind you to hold on for the rescue is coming. 
The Righteous will be Rescued 
The righteous cannot save themselves, they need to be rescued. Noah could not save himself, but God had to tell him to build the arc. Lot could not save himself, but God had to tell him to leave the city with this family. And Lot lingered in Sodom and Gomorrah so the LORD, being merciful to him, had the angels seize and take him and his daughters out of the city. If God spared Noah, if God spared Lot, God will spare you. Verse 9, “Then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials.”  The word used here for the Lord is not Yahweh, but kyrios, the word used in the New Testament for Jesus. “Then Jesus knows how to rescue the godly from trials.” Beloved, how could we ever doubt Jesus’ ability to rescue?  We know Jesus will rescue the godly from trials because he has rescued us when we were ungodly and headed towards hell. Romans 3:10a, “None is righteous, no not one;” Jesus is the only truly righteous person to walk on the earth. Jesus came from heaven, not to exercise his own will like the angels, but to follow the will of his Father. Jesus came to live under God’s authority. He lived a righteous life. And yet died for the unrighteous. 1 Peter 3:18,
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
Jesus was put to death, but was raised from the dead. Jesus was rescued from the grave because of his perfect obedience to the Father. So we, who were once headed to hell, can be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Jesus knows how to rescue. 
	If you know you are unrighteous, turn to the Righteous One. He is ready and willing to forgive. Repent of your sins and trust in him. And you will be rescued. 
	Beloved, we are all going to face trials. We will battle against the wolves of the world and the wolves dressed as sheep in the church. But we have no need to fear. Jesus has rescued us from sin and death and knows how to rescue us from every trial. Remember we are declared righteous because of his finished work. Jesus paid for every one of our sins. He paid for every one of our mistakes. One day we will breathe our last and we will be laid in the grave, but will not stay there. We will be rescued from death and made alive by the Spirit. For Jesus is not dead, he is alive. So when we face the trials of our enemies in this world, the false teachers in the church or the flaming arrows that wage war against our soul, we have no need to fear, because Jesus Christ, the Righteous, is our Advocate before the father. We have been delivered from the domain of darkness, we have been rescued from the evil one, we are safely in the strong hand of our God and no one can snatch us out. Beloved, rejoice that Jesus Christ knows how to rescue his people from trials.
	Peter has given us this assurance. We are safe and secure, but we have a job to do. We have to care for the many who are following false teachers, who are living in false hope. We have a mission. We have been rescued and now are on a rescue mission. We must fight to keep our brothers and sisters on the narrow way and we must rescue the many who are following false teaching and are waiting for judgment. The Lord rescued us, may he use us to help rescue others for Jesus knows how to rescue his people from trial, whether it be cancer, persecution or the grave. He has rescued us and will keep us rescued until that Day when our faith becomes sight and we lift our voice with all the saints and sing that Christ is King and Our Savior, Jesus is Alive, and has rescued us from All our trials. 


The Truth of False Teachers
2 Peter 2:10b-22

	Summer is a time for family vacations. Our family goes to the beach every year. We have gone ten years in a row. This year, I forgot my beach towel. How could I forget my beach towel? I have been going to the beach for ten straight years and, yet, I was still unprepared. When you take a trip, you must prepare for it. As parents we ask our children, “Did you pack your…fill in the blank?”  In other words, “Are you prepared?” 
	The Chrisian life is a journey. We are all traveling to the celestial city. Are you prepared? The Apostle Peter knows he will die soon, and he wants to make sure the church is prepared for the dangers of the journey. He wants to make sure they are prepared for false teachers. His aim is the same as mine this morning. Are you prepared to spot a false teacher? Are you prepared to stand against a false teacher? Are you prepared to save those seduced by a false teacher? 
	I have been going to the beach every year, yet I was unprepared. We all need reminders. I pray I will help remind you to be prepared for false teachers. 
Traits of False Teachers
	Peter prepares the early church for the journey by describing false teachers. He wants the church to understand the character of a false teacher. He provides lots of details on these false teachers, and I have grouped them into three buckets.
Lovers of Power - 
Peter begins his description, 
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. 2 Peter 2:10b–13a
These false teachers were pronouncing judgments against fallen angels. Peter describes them as bold and willful, having no fear to slander the glorious ones, most likely referring to evil heavenly beings or fallen angels, the same angels he referenced in verse 4. Those angels who did not listen to the Lord but followed their own desires and took women as their wives. 
	Angels, who are greater in power and might than the false teachers, would not consider slandering these beings, but the false teachers had no fear. They may not have feared them because they didn’t think they existed, or they simply did not think they were a threat. Either way, they wanted to demonstrate their power over them, even though they had none. One of the characteristics of false teachers is that they make great boasts. They claim great knowledge and great power. They boast in what they know and, according to Peter, what they don’t know. 
	False teachers often try to give themselves more power and authority rather than giving it away. Our congregation has a plurality of elders, so no one man has all authority. It is a shared authority to protect the congregations against those who want to accumulate power for themselves. Most false teachers stand alone on top of their churches and attack anyone who threatens their power. 
Watch out for those who love power. 

Lovers of Pleasure
	Peter continues to identify false teachers by showing their pursuit of pleasure.
But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 2 Peter 2:12–14

False teachers do not often speak of denial. They are hedonists who believe the pursuit of pleasure is the most important thing in life. They are driven by their passions and desires and not by reason or logic. They are like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, with eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 
	These false teachers look at everyone as a potential mark to satisfy their sexual desires. They lust after them. They are so driven by pleasure that they are never satisfied. The text says they “revel in the daytime”. To “revel” is to enjoy oneself in a loud noisy manner especially with drinking and dancing. They pursue pleasure in broad daylight and notice how Peter points out, ‘while they feast with you.’ This is most likely a reference to the Lord’s Supper. They are living and indulging in sin while they are claiming to be God’s people. I pray that if you came this morning as one who is reveling in sin, you would take great caution as you come to this table. Jesus told His disciples that God’s people are not lovers of pleasure but lovers of God. 
If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?
What does it profit a man to gain all the pleasure in the world and forfeit his soul? Matthew 16:24–26
	Beloved, I believe the love of pleasure and indulgence is one of the greatest dangers in our culture. My fear is that many teachers are paving the way to pleasure by making man the center of the Gospel. They are focusing on the blessings of God rather than on God alone, who is the blessed, and only Sovereign, King of kings and Lord of lords. Too many teachers focus on what God has to offer rather than on God himself. This paves the way for people to think that the Gospel is about them and their needs and their desires rather than about God, His glory and the cross of Jesus Christ. We must be prepared for the overt and covert ways the Gospel is subverted to something other than what God has intended. 
	Watch out for those who love worldly pleasure. 

Lovers of Payment
	False teachers love money. As Peter has already said, ‘in their greed they will exploit you with false words.” False teachers love to be paid. Peter compared the false teachers of his day to the ancient false teacher of Israel. 
They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! Forsaking the right , they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 2 Peter 2:14b–16
Peter uses a play on words when describing Balaam, calling him a son of the flesh. Balaam was willing to offer false words so he could pad his pockets. Jesus said to the church at Pergamum in Revelation 2:14,
But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. Revelation 2:14
Balaam did not care for truth; he was only interested in what served him and his comfort. Beloved, the main aim of many teachers is not to care for and protect the sheep but to fleece them for their own gain. The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, leading many astray. You cannot be a lover of God and a lover of money. God alone demands our worship. 
	Watch out for those who love payment for their ministry. 

Targets of False Teachers
	We need to be able to spot false teachers for ourselves but also for others. We need to watch out for those who love power, pleasure, and money, but we also need to help others watch out for the same thing. False teachers target a certain kind of person. 2 Peter 2:14, “They entice unsteady souls.” 

Entice Unsteady Souls
	Unsteady souls are those who are not grounded and rooted in the truth, and false teachers use their loud, empty boastings to entice the weak. 
These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. 2 Peter 2:17–18
The false teachers were going after those who recently came to the church from the world. False teachers try to sound orthodox so they can seduce people to false teaching. Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons both claim to be Christians while both deny the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
	Beloved, we have to help new believers grow in faith and sound doctrine. We have to bring people close to us in order to teach them the way of truth, to teach them how to study the Bible, to teach them how to take all teaching and weigh it against the Word of God. False teachers go after unsteady souls because they are easy targets. We have to recognize the unsteady souls in our midst and strive to protect and warn them. 
Entice Uncontrolled Souls
	Jesus has told us to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Him. But too many of us have a hard time denying ourselves because we live in a culture that celebrates indulgence.
They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 
2 Peter 2:19
False teachers are slaves to sin. They are controlled by their love of pleasure and money. They base their decisions on what they want rather than what God wants. 
	Our culture promises freedom but leads to slavery. Our culture is sharing myths about life, note how one pastor describes them:
Every second, our phones tell us, You can become wise if you keep swiping (Myth) and You are the center of the universe (Myth). Hollywood tells us, There is a better story than the one you’re living in (Myth), while seeking to provide an escapist alternative. The myth that happiness is the reason you live, work, and relate and the quickest route is through acquiring more [happiness, and] faster leads us to purchase countless items we don’t need through Amazon now. My congregation is buying into these lies. So are my children. So am I.
Do you know the myths of our culture? The myths of sex, food, and consumerism are all about desire and unbridled pleasure. Older men and older women are both taught to train the young generation in self control. When we lack self control, we are preparing our hearts for the lies of false teachers. False teachers want to entice you with the passions that lie within you. If you do not practice self control, you are preparing your heart to drift from the Lord. 
	A man without self-control
		is like a city broken into and left without walls. Proverbs 25:28
If you do not have self-control, how can you protect yourself against your desires? If you can’t put your phone down for an hour, you may be in danger. If you always go back for seconds during your meals, you may be in danger. If you always stream the next show, you may be in danger. If you don’t deny yourself your small desires, you may be preparing your heart to be enticed by false teachers. False teachers are seeking uncontrolled hearts by enticing them with the promise of freedom from restraint. 
	The promises of false teachers are empty. They are waterless springs. They promise water that satisfies but only give broken cisterns. Jesus Christ is the only one who can satisfy your deepest longings. Remember the conversation with Jesus and the woman at the well? The woman was trying to satisfy her desires with sexual freedom but was enslaved to sin. Jesus said to her, 
Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. John 4:13–14
Jesus is the only one who can provide water so that you will never thirst again. He can offer eternal life because He denied himself and went to the cross to pay for the sins of anyone who would believe in Him.
	In the desert, the serpent promised Jesus worship and worldly pleasure. But Jesus denied himself and trusted in the Word of God. He lived in perfect obedience to the Father. He lived a life of denial so that you and I could be free. Jesus lived a perfect life but died a sinner’s death. He was dead and buried. but God raised him from the dead. The promises of Jesus are not empty promises. They are true. He has promised living water that wells up to eternal life. If you turn from your sins and trust in Jesus, you will be saved. If you deny yourself, and follow after Him, He will save you. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for Jesus will find it. 
	Hear how Paul describes the worldly freedom of unhindered pleasure and what it leads to, 
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:20–23
Are you a slave to your desires? You are in danger. The freedom the world offers is actually slavery. The only One who can make you free is Jesus Christ. The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
	
Truth of False Teachers	
	 Peter wanted to prepare the church for false teachers by reminding them what would happen so they would not follow them. They will have their day.

They will be destroyed
	Do not join ranks with false teaching because you will perish with them. Hear what Peter says will happen to these false teachers.
But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. 2 Peter 2:12–13 
These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 2 Peter 2:17
For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 2 Peter 2:20–21
Beloved, do not follow false teachers. They promise freedom, but they are slaves to sin and will face destruction. Do not join the losing team. They look like they are in the lead, but they will lose [like the Falcons]. 

They will be disclosed
	It says they knew the way of righteousness but turned back. Peter says, their nature was never changed for, the true proverb has happened to them, “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow [female pigs], after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.” People will always act according to their nature. These false teachers may have looked the part for a time, but in the end their true natures were disclosed. They were not believers. They were never born again. 
	Beloved, true believers want to follow God and obey His word. False teachers want you to follow yourself and obey your passions. Who will you follow?
Quick applications:
1. Be prepared for false teachers. They love power, pleasure, and money. They hate the truth and hate you.
2. Protect others from false teachers. Sound doctrine is a community project.
3. Deny yourself. It is good for your soul to hear and heed the word, “No.”
4. God will destroy false teachers. Do not judge things before their time. They will have their day. 
5. God will save his people. If you lose your life for Jesus, you will find it. Jesus offers living water and eternal life. Drink to the last drop. 


Beloved, Remember the Promise
2 Peter 3:1-13
	
	December 25th, 2001 I was introduced to the Lord of the Rings. My family went to watch a movie every Christmas and going in I knew nothing about the Lord of the Rings. I found out it was a trilogy at the end of the first movie. I probably was like many people in the early 2000’s that were more ‘watch the movie’ then ‘read the book’ people. Now, almost every Christmas since, I watch the entire trilogy again. The end of the first film still gets me. The Fellowship of the Ring composed of 2 men, 4 hobbits, a wizard, an elf and dwarf set out to Mordor to destroy the Ring of Power. Frodo Baggins and his best friend Samwise Gamgee leave the Shire and stumble into the epic quest to save Middle Earth. 
	Frodo sees the ring’s negative effect on the team and decides to head to Mordor on his own. He gets in a boat and is headed across the river when Samwise Gamgee appears yelling, “Frodo, no! Frodo! Mr. Frodo!” He replies, “No, Sam. Go back, Sam! I'm going to Mordor alone.” The ever faithful friend shouts back, “Of course you are. And I'm coming with you!” The lovable Sam begins to pursue Frodo in the River, but he can’t swim. It is an epic moment when we think Sam is lost until Frodo snatches out of the water. Frodo looks at this best friend gasping for air and Sam shares a line that has echoed in my head for over twenty years, “I made a promise, Mr. Frodo. A promise: 'Don't you leave him, Samwise Gamgee.’ And I don't mean to. I don't mean to.” Epic line for an incredible friendship sustained by an enduring promise. 
	Remembering the promise guided Samwise Gamgee through the dangers of the journey that lied ahead. Beloved, remembering the promises of God will help guide us on our journey home. Peter was almost finished with his earthly journey and wanted to make sure the people he loved remembered the promises of God. Most of the Christian life is not learning new things about God, but being reminder of what we already know and conforming our lives to that knowledge. As Peter closes the letter, he double clicks on what he wants us to remember. 

Beloved, Remember the Promise of God’s Judgment
	There were false teachers in the church claiming that Christ was not returning. He spent the last chapter detailing the traits of the false teachers and their targets. 2 Peter 3:1–2, 
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles,
The word ‘beloved’ marks a shift in the letter. Some translations may use, ‘dear friends,’ but the term beloved is much stronger. The use of ‘beloved’ conveys the church has received God’s saving love and that they were dear to Peter’s heart. Peter takes a fatherly tone as he closes the letter urging them to remember. Notice the three sources in verse 2, “you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles.” We see three sources Peter is drawing on: the prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the apostles. 
All of them explicitly shared about the promise of judgment. Peter has already highlighted the importance of the Word of God in 2 Peter 1:19–21,
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
The prophetic word is more fully confirmed than Peter’s own experience because it comes from God. The prophets consistently mention the Day of the Lord in the Scriptures. Here is one example in Zephaniah 1:14–18,
	The great day of the LORD is near,
		near and hastening fast;
	the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
		the mighty man cries aloud there.
	A day of wrath is that day,
		a day of distress and anguish,
	a day of ruin and devastation,
		a day of darkness and gloom,
	a day of clouds and thick darkness,
		a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
	against the fortified cities
		and against the lofty battlements.
	I will bring distress on mankind,
		so that they shall walk like the blind,
		because they have sinned against the LORD;
	their blood shall be poured out like dust,
		and their flesh like dung.
	Neither their silver nor their gold
		shall be able to deliver them
		on the day of the wrath of the LORD.
	In the fire of his jealousy,
		all the earth shall be consumed;
	for a full and sudden end
		he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. (ESV)
And Jesus made the same predictions. Near the end of his earthly life, Jesus warned his disciples to be ready for the return of the Lord, Matthew 24:42–44; 48-51
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming…Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect…But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
And Peter, like the other apostles, are continuing the same message. 
Remember the promise of God’s judgment. Why? Because there will be scoffers in the last days. 2 Peter 3:3–4,
knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
Notice how the scoffers are following their own sinful desires. They are mocking and sneering and belittling the idea of a day of judgment. ‘Nothing has changed,’ they say. ‘It’s all a hoax. Do not listen to all the talk of judgment.’ They scoff at the Day of the Lord because they want to follow their own sinful desires. 
Many people say they disagree with the Bible on intellectual grounds, but the real reason for their disbelief is their morality. They want to live in a particular way the Bible doesn’t approve of so they try to change their beliefs to fit their desires. Their motivation is not theological but moral. They change their morality then they change their theology to fit their new morality. Notice what Peter says next, verse 5, “For they deliberately overlook this fact.” They know the truth but choose to ignore it. False teachers often begin their shift away from truth because they ignore the Scriptures. Peter says, ‘Beloved, remember the promise of God: the wicked will be judged and destroyed. 2 Peter 3:5–7
For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 
Peter reminds the church of two things: The Creation and the Flood. The Word that created the World and the Word that sent the flood is the same Word that has promised a day of judgment. The false teachers deliberately overlook what has happened to ignore what will happen. 
	Friend, are you overlooking God’s promise of judgment to pacify your conscience so you can continue to live the way you want? Are you following your own sinful desires or are you following the truth? When was the last time you asked yourself, “Should I be living this way?” How have your life choices shifted what you believe? 
Beloved, Peter is encouraging the church to persevere against false teachers because they will have their day. Church, stand fast. Remember what the prophets have said, what Jesus has said, and what the apostles have said. The day of judgment is coming. Stay awake and be ready. The ungodly who stand against Christ and his people will perish. Do not join them. Do not listen to their lies. Beloved, remember the promise of God’s judgment. 

Beloved, Remember the Promise of God’s Patience
	The false teachers deliberately overlooked how the Word created the world and destroyed the world in the flood. Peter does not want the church to do the same. He wants them to remember God’s patience. 2 Peter 3:8–9,
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
The Lord does not view time the way we do. The Lord is eternal. He is timeless. A thousand for an eternal being is like a drop in the ocean, a grain of sand at the beach. The false teachers are attacking God because the world is the same. The promised word has not yet happened  so they want people to assume it's not going to happen. 
	Imagine telling your three year old they are going to Disney world in a year. A year for a 3 year old feels like an eternity. After a month, they are not going to believe you are going anyway. It feels like an empty promise. For a 3 year old a day feels like a year. We are often like that three year old. We have a very hard time waiting and when things do not happen as fast as we wait, we start to believe they are never going to happen. 
This is what the false teachers were trying to exploit in the church. Peter reminds us, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” The Lord is waiting to return so that more people will repent and be saved. The false teachers were twisting the patience of God for sinners to exploit people for their greed and evil desires. Peter wants the church to have a biblical worldview on why the Lord is waiting to return. He wants more people to be saved. The Lord desires people to come to him. Hear the words of Jesus in John 10. John 10:11–17,
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
Jesus laid down this life for the sheep. He laid down in dying for sinners on the cross. Jesus laid down his life so that he could take it up again. He was speaking of his resurrection. Jesus died but was raised from the dead. His resurrection is proof that he is God and He has the power to save all who would come to him in faith.  Jesus did not come for the righteous but for sinners. He did not come for the healthy but the sick. He came for those who were not yet in the sheepfold. He said, “I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also…So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
	Notice how the false teachers were only concerned for themselves and their own sinful desires while Jesus was concerned for those not yet in the fold. Friend, if you are here today and are not a follower of Jesus Christ, let me encourage you with the patience of God. God does not want you to perish. He wants you to have eternal life. But you and I are sinners. We have rebelled against God and followed our own sinful desires. And because of it, we deserve to pay for our rebellion. And the worse news is that it's a debt we can’t pay. This is why Jesus came. He came to save sinners. He came to pay for yours and my rebellion against him. Jesus was raised from the dead and the Bible says, he is seated at the right hand of God waiting to return to usher in his kingdom. But he is waiting because he wants more people to come to him and be saved. Look at the end of verse 9 again, “He is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” God is patient toward you. He doesn’t want you to perish but to live. And the only way to live is to repent; is to turn from your sins and trust in Christ. 
	Do not twist God’s patience as an excuse to follow and to satisfy your earthly desires. God’s patience is extended to you another day so that you may come to know him. Friend, God wants you to come to him. Repent of your sins and turn to him. 
	Beloved, Peter is writing this to you. He does not want you to overlook this fact. The Lord has been patient toward you, He is patient toward you, and will be patient toward you. He has saved you, is continuing to purify you and will keep you until the end. And the Lord wants you to remember his patience toward you and his patience towards others. This past Wednesday, we prayed for many of the adult children of our members who have walked away from the Lord. It is good for us to remember God’s patience. Every day the Lord waits to return is another day of his patience toward this world. It is another day someone gets an opportunity to reach repentance and inherit eternal life. Beloved, we all know people in our life who are not walking with the Lord. God is patient with them. God does not want them to perish but to inherit eternal life. Let us persevere in patience. Let us keep trusting. Keep hoping and keep waiting for the Lord to save. 
	This is why the teaching of the false teachers was so deadly. They wanted to church to live for themselves and their desires and not those who are lost. False teaching so often causes us to focus on ourselves, while true biblical teaching lifts our eyes to others. Beloved, are you taking advantage of the opportunity of the Lord’s patience? Are you sharing the gospel with those who are lost? Are you praying daily for your family and friends who don’t know the Lord? Are you burdened with their eternal state? Or have you been lulled into thinking the Lord’s delay is enabling you to continue to pursue your own selfish desires? 
	There has been much ink spilled over who are the ‘any’ and the ‘all’ in verse 9. Some have concluded that since God’s desire is not for any to perish and for all to reach repentance then all are saved. That is not the teaching of the Bible or even the teaching of this chapter see verse 7 for the day of judgment will destroy the ungodly. Some have concluded that the ‘any’ and ‘all’ are referring to the ‘you’ which in the context is clearly the ‘beloved’ of verse 8. They read this as, ‘not wishing that any of the elect should perish, but that all the elect should reach repentance.” This is more consistent with the New Testament than the first view.  However, I believe a third view is more applicable. The ‘any’ and the ‘all’ in the passage are any and all in the world. God does not desire that any should perish (especially those in the church who have followed the false teachers) but God does desire that all should come to repentance. Theologians have wrestled with the Decreed versus the Revealed will of God. God reveals his desires, but does not always indicate his decrees. Ezekiel 18:30-32 offers a similar sentiment, Ezekiel 18:30–32,
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
God wants everyone to turn and live. We can wrestle with these matters, but we cannot miss the point, God does not want you or anyone to perish. So turn and live. Encourage others to turn and live. 
	We can’t avoid the Day of the Lord. It is coming. The world may want you to believe it will never come, but beloved, remember the promise of God, 2 Peter 3:10,
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
The day of the Lord will come when you are not expecting it. It will be instantaneous and comprehensive. Two questions, are you prepared for the day of the Lord when your works and beliefs will be exposed? Are you helping others prepare for that day? If we are ready, we should help others get ready to meet the Lord. 

Beloved, Remember the Promise of God’s Reward
	Godliness is worth it. The end is coming and your righteousness and holiness will be rewarded. 2 Peter 3:11–13,
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
We will further unpack the new heavens and the new earth next week, but let us focus on one phase as we close, ‘what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness.”
	If the gospel is true, and if Jesus lived a perfect life and died a sinner's death, and was raised on the third day and ascended into heaven, then our lives should be governed by the promise of a future reward as we wait for the new heavens and a new earth were righteousness dwells. Only the righteous will be where righteousness dwells. We can only be righteous if we are declared righteous and we can only be declared righteous by the Righteous One, Jesus Christ. And if we are righteous in Christ, we should give ourselves to live in holiness and godliness. 
	The promise of a future reward is a strong motivation to live differently. We tell our kids they will get dessert if they finish their vegetables. We tell ourselves if we save wisely we can take a nice vacation. The promise of reward is a powerful motivation to live in a particular way. Shouldn’t the promise of reward in receiving new heavens and a new earth, the promise of being with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, for eternity, motivate us to say no to sin and yes to righteousness?
	How can you remember? Three simple ways: 
His Presence - We need to pray and seek the Lord’s face. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal things to us. We need solitude away from the busyness of life to think and consider all the ways the world is trying to conform us into its image so that we can stand fast and ask the Lord to form us into his image. It is his presence we remember we are the Beloved of God. Chosen and precious in his sight. 
His Word - We see the same contrast in this letter as we do in Psalm 1:1–2
	Blessed is the man
		who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
	nor stands in the way of sinners,
		nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
	but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
		and on his law he meditates day and night. 
Do not just read the Word, but delight and meditate on it. This is way we avoid scoffers and hold fast to the truth. 
His Church - Hebrews 3:12–13, “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”
We need the church to exhort and remind us of these truths. What Peter did for the church in his day, our elders are trying to do for the church in our day. And it is the church’s job to exhort one another as long as it is called today. 
	God has made promises. He will judge the wicked, he will save those who trust in him. Beloved, remember the promise of his coming. Let us work to remember his promises and work to live for them. 


As You Wait
2 Peter 3:11-18

In high school, I started listening to Bruce Springsteen and I haven’t stopped. There is something in his music that has always connected with me. In one of his lesser known songs, Better Days, he writes with a tempered optimism about taking another chance at life after failure has left one riddled with pain and self-doubt. The song begins, 
Well my soul checked out missing as I sat listening to the hours and minutes ticking away
Yeah just sitting around waiting for my life to begin while it was all just slipping away
And I'm tired of waiting for tomorrow to come or that train to come roaring 'round the bend
I got a new suit of clothes and a pretty red rose, a woman I can call my friend

Have you ever felt like those opening lines? My soul checked out missing as I sat listening to the house and minutes ticking away; just sitting around waiting for my life to begin while it was all just slipping away. When you make mistakes in life, it can often cripple you. It can leave you wounded and fragile. It can leave you full of self-doubt and fear. 
	We know how Peter felt after his denial of the Lord Jesus. He promised before all the disciples he was willing to die for Jesus only to deny him three times that very same day. We know he was crushed as Jesus looked at him after his third denial and he wept bitterly. But how did he feel days later, after Jesus was raised from the dead. He was the leader of the disciples. He was the hard charging fisherman, the one who picked up a sword to defend Jesus, the first one to declare that he was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And now, he was the one who denied Jesus. The one who made great promises, only to fail. How did he feel when he returned to his life as a fisherman in John 21. Jesus is alive. He has been raised from the dead, but Peter is in a boat all night and caught nothing. 
	I am not a fisherman, but I know that fishermen do a lot of waiting and as they wait, they do a lot of thinking. Peter sat in that boat waiting. He sat listening to the hours and minutes ticking away thinking about what was next for him. How could the Lord possibly use him? Was it fraud? How could he ever lead the disciples again after he failed to stand with Jesus? So he waited for what was next. 
Jesus arrived in the morning telling the weary fisherman after fishing all night long to cast their nets on the other side of the boat and there would be fish. And there was. 153 of them. They knew it was the Lord, and yet didn’t fully comprehend he was there. They came to the shore and started a fire and started to eat breakfast together. John 21:15–17,
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Feel Peter’s pain when Jesus asked him a third time, “Do you love me?” What can I ever do to show him that I love him? How will I ever be able to recover from my past mistakes? And then Jesus says a third time, “Feed my sheep.” And then Jesus tells Peter what he will be waiting for, John 21:18–19,
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Peter is given a task, “Follow me and feed my sheep as you wait to die.” All of us are waiting for our final day, but what do we do as we wait? 
	From one who has failed, and from one who has faced his failure, Peter is finishing his final earthly task to feed the sheep by instructing them on how to live as they wait. As Andy Dufresne said to Red in Shawshank Redemption, “I guess it comes down to a simple choice, really. Get busy living, or get busy dying.” Peter wants us to get busy living as we wait for our final day. 
	As he closes this letter, Peter gives four final reminders to the church. 

As you wait, live with an eternal perspective in Christ (v. 11-13)
	The false teachers were trying to convince people the Day of the Lord was not coming. They were appealing to the lust of their flesh to entice them to live in sensuality and worldly pleasure. And Peter reminds them, the end is coming. 2 Peter 3:10–13,
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
Peter is reminding the church  to live with an eternal perspective. The world as we know will be dissolved. The heavens will pass away with a road and the world will be set on fire and destroyed. There is a day of judgment coming. There is a day of reward coming. Both are true. Practically, what does it mean to live with an eternal perspective? 
	First, the physical world will perish so do not live for it. First, what is going to happen to the physical world. Tom Schreiner asks in his commentary, 
Did Peter teach that the old heavens and earth will be annihilated and that God will create something brand new? Or is the idea that God will purify the old world and create out of the same elements a new one?[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37 of The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2003), 392.] 

There has been a debate since the first century on what will happen to the world as Justin Martyr who died in 165, believed the world was going to be totally destroyed and a new world would be created to replace it. While Ireneaus dying at 200 AD and Origen dying at 240 AD both believed the world would be purified by fire and restored to an Edenic perfection. Either way, the present world as we know it will be changed, either destroyed and remade or purified by fire. 
	The world is perishing. We had one car engine perish this week. We had another tire on one of our cars perish this week. I am driving my dad’s truck which is on life support. Things break. Pipes burst. AC units die. And when they do, we can groan and complain, or we can be reminded of the temporariness of life. We often say in our home when things break, “Perishing.” It is a small reminder not to get overly stressed when things break and to lift our eyes to the day when this will never perish. Do not live for new stuff in the world. New things will become old things. Do not store up treasure for yourselves where moth and rust destroy, but store up treasure where moth and rust do not destroy. It is better to live for the day that is to come, 1 Peter 1:3–4,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you
What a glorious promise. We are awaiting a day when what we receive will never perish. 
	The world will not only perish but our bodies are perishing. As we age, our eyesight dims, our joints ache, our stamina diminishes, and our minds fade. And when they do, we must remind ourselves of what is to come. 1 Corinthians 15:51–57,
Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
		“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
			“O death, where is your victory?
		O death, where is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We know our bodies will slowly decline, but God has promised to transform our lowly bodies to be like his glorious one. Do not fret, but as you wait, do put your trust in this life. 
Second, Live for the new heavens and the new earth where righteousness dwells. The more we think of how amazing and beautiful heaven is the more we will live for it. The new heavens and the new earth will be glorious and physical. We will live embodied lives on the new heavens and earth. Heaven will be more like the best parts of earth than not. We will eat. We will sing. We will see and gaze upon the beauty of creation. When I see beautiful places, I often whisper to myself, “If this is a cursed view, what will the new world look like when the curse is removed.” 
We are not merely waiting to die, we are waiting to receive our inheritance. We are waiting to enter into eternity. We must have an eternal perspective on life. One of the great blessings of age is that you tend not to get as overwhelmed when things fall apart. We learn to expect it, but you also learn it is not as important as we may think. This life is a vapor. It is here one minute and gone the next. Living for eternity, puts are aches and pains and the perishing nature of our homes and cars, into perspective. 

As you wait, be diligent to be found in Christ (v. 14)
	Peter gives his final charge in light of the Day of the Lord. The Day when the wicked will be punished and the righteous in Christ will be blessed. 2 Peter 3:14,
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
He returns to the same theme as the beginning of the letter. Be diligent to be found holy and without blemish at the Lord’s return. As we wait, it is not a passive waiting. It is active. We know the world will end and we will meet our Maker so work hard to be found in him. This means at least two things. 
First, be diligent to live a holy life. There is no way around the importance of living a holy life. Don’t lust with your eyes. Don’t be slothful. Don’t waste your life on TV or YouTube. Don’t get drunk. Live in purity. Serve others. Make the best use of your time for the days are evil. It takes work to put to death your sinful desires. Meditate on the word of God. Spend time in prayer. 2 Peter 1:5–11,
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Second, be diligent to believe the gospel. One of the greatest dangers of a pastor is that after a sermon people only hear, “Do better!” If people hear that, they hear a works-based righteousness. It is deadly. It creates arrogance and false hope. It creates a trust in ourselves and not in God. When Peter says, be diligent to be found by him at peace, I think he wants us to know we have peace with God. Colossians 1:19–20,
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
Romans 5:1,
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ made with God by blood of the cross. He made peace for us. He died for us. He shed his blood to pay our debt that we could not pay. We cannot have true peace with God if we try to earn our salvation by our works. Salvation is given to us by Jesus Christ and his shed blood and his resurrection from the dead. And when we put our faith in Jesus Christ and the gospel, we are justified; meaning we are declared not guilty, forgiven from our sins. We are not saved because we do good work. We are saved because we believe in the good work of Jesus. We must be diligent to be found at peace by believing not by doing. We must believe Jesus Christ is righteous. And because he is righteous, we can be too. 
If you are a non-Christian, please know your good works cannot save you. You cannot do enough good things to erase the bad things you have done. You are a sinner and your sins will not be overlooked if you do more good than bad in this life. You are a sinner and need a Savior. Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world because he is the only one who never sinned or did anything wrong. And yet, he chose to die on behalf of sinners. He made peace with God for anyone who would turn to him in faith. By faith you are justified in his blood and have peace. If you believe Jesus died on the cross for your sins, and was raised from the dead, and if you believe the blood of the cross can bring you peace, you will be saved. 
	Beloved, you must be diligent to believe in the peace of Jesus Christ. The battle of our salvation is one of the mind and heart. Wrong living is a result of wrong believing. Beloved, be at peace with Jesus. He has finished the work. The debt is paid. Trust him. As the great hymn of the faith so beautiful says,
Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
  There’s mercy with the Lord;
And He will surely give you rest
  By trusting in His Word.
 	Only trust Him! Only trust Him!
  Only trust Him now!
He will save you! He will save you!
    He will save you now!
As you wait for Christ’ return, be diligent to believe in Jesus and to live for him.

As you wait, don’t lose your stability in Christ (v. 15-17)
	Peter then does what most preachers do, he appeals to the Apostle Paul. He wants the church to know that these ideas are not only his but are also testified by Paul. The main idea is that the reason the Lord has not yet returned is that the Lord is patient, wanting more people who are far from God to repent and believe. 2 Peter 3:15–16,
And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 
Paul and Peter believe the same gospel. Note that Peter references Paul’s letters as Scriptures, “as they do the other Scriptures.” Peter is placing Paul’s letters on the same plane as the Old Testament. This is one of the most important verses to show how the early church viewed the writings of the Apostles. 
	Peter wants the church to continue to believe the Scriptures. There will always be people trying to twist and distort what the Bible teaches. There are a number of those today twisting God’s word to meet their own desire. It seems like there is a new one each week. This past week, there was a twisting of 1 Samuel 18:1,
As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
One teacher tried to assume David and Jonathan were in a homosexual relationship by applying a modern American sexual ethic on to the text while overlooking the power of true biblical friendship. Ignorant and unstable people will twist the scriptures to serve their own selfish desires. And Peter feeds the sheep by warning them not to lose their firm footing on Christ. 2 Peter 3:17,
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 
This is one of the main aims of the book. He does want the church to follow the error of false teachers and lose their own stability. 
	The Christian is stable. His feet on the rock of Christ. He is our firm foundation. Our anchor in the storm. He is our fortress and our refuge. The gospel of Christ is our stability. We must hold fast to our confession. The world, the flesh and the devil will try to remove your firm footing by enticing you with the evil desires of the heart. Beloved, you know this will happen so be prepared. 
	We are prepared to stand against the evil of our day by being built up in the Word of God, by being prayed up in the Spirit of God, and by being linked up with people of God. If you want to stand firm, give yourself to the Word, to prayer, and to the church. God’s ways are better than our ways. If the evil one can disconnect you to the Word or twist it to mean something opposite of its intended meaning, then you may lose your stability. If the evil one can disconnect you to prayer, you may lose a personal relationship with the Triune God, and lose your stability to mere formalism. If the evil one can disconnect you from the church, you may lose the needed help to see your blindspots and the needed encouragement to press on toward the final Day of Christ Jesus. The Christian life is actually pretty simple, but it is not easy. 
	Peter wrote this letter so you would not lose your stability. We have preached this letter so you would not lose your stability. We pray we stirred you up by way or reminder to be aware of false teachers and to stand firm on the rock. 

As you wait, grow in grace and knowledge in Christ (v. 18)
	If verse 17, is the warning of 2 Peter, verse 18 is the exhortation he wants to hammer home. 2 Peter 3:18,
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Christian life is not static. It is not stationary. It is growing to experience more grace and more knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. So many precious truths in this one verse. We have given grace and will grow more in grace. We have come to grace to believe we are forgiven from our sins. And yet, more sins will come and more forgiveness is needed. And yet, the grace will still be sufficient. We have come to know Jesus Christ. And yet, we will know him more and more as our years go by and we will know him even more on that Day when we see him face to face. 
	This grace and knowledge belongs to the church. We share in the grace and knowledge of “our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” The same faith of Peter, the same faith of Paul, the same faith of all the apostles, is our faith. We have received Jesus as our Lord and Savior. He died for us. He made peace for us. He was raised for us. And He is coming back for us. Therefore, we live for him. This is not for us only in this gathering but for whoever repents and believes in Jesus Christ. 
	We are in a season of patience. The Lord is waiting in patience to return and his patience is salvation for our family, friends and neighbors. As we wait for the new heavens and new earth, the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us live holy lives, believe and trust in the gospel of grace and spread the good news to the ends of the earth for the glory of Jesus Christ. 
	Peter made a choice on the shore. Will he be a fisherman or a fisher of man? Will he merely wait to die or will he live to share the good news of Jesus Chirst? Will he be defined by past failures or will he live in grace of forgiveness? Peter made a choice to live his life for the glory of Jesus Christ. You can make the same choice. You may be failing outwardly by living in sin, you may be failing inwardly by living in self-righteousness. Regardless of where you are and where you have been, let me ask you, “Where are you going?” 
	There are two destinations in this life. Eternal judgment or eternal reward? Friend, what are you waiting for? I guess it depends on if you agree with the last sentence of the letter. 
	To Jesus be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 
If you believe in and live for the glory of Jesus, you are ready for that day. 
We believe in Christ, risen from the dead
He now reigns victorious, His kingdom knows no end
Through His resurrection, death has lost its hold
We know on that final day, We’ll rise as Jesus rose
On that day, we will see Him
Shining brighter than the sun

On that day, we will know Him
As we lift our voice as one
'Til that day, we will praise Him
For His never-ending grace
And we will keep on singing on that glorious day

Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. To Jesus be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 





