A Study of Teacher and Parents Awareness of Child Sexual Harassment and the PASCO Act in India
Abstract
Child sexual abuse is a grave issue that has significant impacts on the mental, physical, and emotional well-being of victims.  This paper examines the awareness and knowledge levels of teachers and parents regarding child sexual abuse and the legal framework in place to address it. The study found that a majority of teachers lacked proper training and were not familiar with methods of identifying child sexual abuse. Similarly, many parents were unaware of the PASCO Act, a law designed to protect children from sexual exploitation. The paper concludes with recommendations to improve training and raise awareness among both teachers and parents to better prevent and respond to child sexual abuse. 
Child sexual abuse is a pervasive and devastating issue that affects children across all demographics.  Research has shown that over half of teachers have never received any training on identifying and addressing child sexual abuse.  Furthermore, many teachers hold misconceptions about the behavior and characteristics of child sexual abusers.  Similarly, a national survey found that the majority of parents were unaware of the PASCO Act, a law enacted to protect children from sexual exploitation (Abrahams et al., 1992).
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Introduction
In our society, big number of children face harassment problems: one is common reason to this disorder is the unawareness about harassments (H. Khodaei, 2016). Harassment against child many types like: physical, moral, verbal, and emotional, especially girl’s children faced more harassment rather than boy’s children because in our society detect gender-based inequality and more corporeal magnetism (Ashley Stirling et al, 2011). According to UNCPRD child means those persons do not complete 18 years age. It called child, means any person complete 17 years and 364 days also called child. UNESCO, which defines a child as any individual under the age of 18 (UNESCO, 1990). The unawareness about harassment among children can be attributed to various factors (Huda, 2021). Lack of education and understanding about the rights and protections afforded to children makes them more susceptible to harassment. Additionally, societal norms and cultural beliefs may contribute to a lack of awareness and acceptance of the issue. Harassment against children can manifest in different forms. Physical harassment involves any form of physical harm or violence inflicted upon a child. Moral harassment refers to actions or behaviors that compromise a child's moral values or integrity (Ainscow, 2000). Verbal harassment includes the use of derogatory language, insults, or threats towards a child. Emotional harassment involves intentionally causing emotional distress or manipulating a child's emotions. Girls tend to face more harassment than boys due to gender-based inequality prevalent in many societies. This inequality stems from cultural biases and societal norms that prioritize male dominance and perpetuate gender stereotypes (Margo Mountjoy et al., 2016). Additionally, girls may experience more harassment due to the objectification and sexualization of women.
This study aims to investigate the level of awareness about child sexual harassment among teachers and parents in the context of the PASCO (Prevention of and Protection against Sexual Crimes against Children) Act in Tanzania. 
(Márquez-Flores et al., 2016)(Collin‐Vézina et al., 2013)Child sexual abuse is a global issue with far-reaching consequences for victims.(Collin‐Vézina et al., 2013) Perpetrators can be family members, acquaintances, or strangers, and the abuse can range from non-contact acts like exposure to pornography to penetrative sexual assault.(Collin‐Vézina et al., 2013) Despite its gravity, child sexual abuse remains deeply stigmatized, and communities have struggled to develop effective mechanisms to prevent it from occurring.(Collin‐Vézina et al., 2013)
In Norway, the government has made countering child sexual abuse a political priority, and various initiatives have been implemented through the education system.  However, a study found that teachers still do not adequately address this topic in the classroom, indicating that cultural taboos persist.  Many teachers are hesitant to discuss child sexual abuse due to concerns about re-traumatizing or stigmatizing students.  
(Márquez-Flores et al., 2016)Research has shown significant gaps in teachers' knowledge and beliefs about child sexual abuse. A study of 450 teachers found that over 65% had never received any training on the topic, and the majority were unfamiliar with methods of identifying abuse. Many teachers also held inaccurate beliefs, such as the idea that abusers must have a pathological profile or that child sexual abuse always involves violent behavior. These knowledge deficiencies highlight the critical need for comprehensive teacher training on child sexual abuse.(Garrusi et al., 2007)
Teachers play a crucial role in identifying and reporting suspected cases of child abuse. However, the literature suggests that teachers often lack the necessary knowledge and skills to do so effectively.  A nationwide survey in the US found that while most teachers encountered child abuse among their students, they felt they had insufficient education on how to address it. The lack of proper training and guidance has been a major barrier to teachers fulfilling their role as mandatory reporters of child abuse.(Márquez-Flores et al., 2016)(Garrusi et al., 2007)
Child sexual harassment is the biggest social challenge, and today Child sexual harassment available in society in different form. (Tri et al., 2023) In Child sexual harassment included one teenager harassment another teenager or one child harassed to another child, In Child sexual harassment include to forcefully physical harassment, scared, citing and emotional use of.  Child sexual harassment impact very dangers for victims, Its impact on emotional and mental health of victim(Urbayatun et al., 2023). One child harassing another child is the critical crime to comparison to equal crime by an adult, its important attention. Child sexual harassment problem not create by only an adult it’s also create by a teenagers or child. Child sexual harassment is bigger challenge for a country (Riza Awaludin Rahmansyah et al., 2022). In the different age group of child face sexual harassment at home, school, playground, public place, and secure place. Child sexual harassment has a very negative effect on the victims. Their emotional and mental health is impacted, frequently resulting in trauma and long-term effects. It is crucial to remember that child sexual harassment is a complicated problem that needs to be addressed right away because it can be perpetrated by adults as well as by other kids or teenagers (Simon Ståhl et al., 2020). There are many different ways to sexually harass children, such as physical assault, intimidation, manipulation, and emotional manipulation. It can happen anywhere, including in public spaces, homes, schools, playgrounds, and even locations that appear safe. No youngster, no matter where they are, should have to put up with such acts (Christia Spears Brown et al., 2020). 
Any nation must address the issue of child sexual harassment since it presents a serious social burden. Children's protection and safety should be a top priority, and effective preventative, detection, and response strategies must be implemented (Huda, 2021). This entails teaching kids about limits and their rights as well as offering them assistance and resources if they become the target of harassment. In addition, when children come forward with accusations of harassment, adults and authorities need to actively listen to them and take them seriously. To guarantee that these incidents are handled properly, reporting procedures should be in place, and the offenders should face consequences from the law (Mansour et al., 2024). All things considered, child sexual harassment is a widespread problem that needs to be addressed and completely eradicated by society (Bahri & Mansari, 2021). Every child has the right to develop in a setting free from the trauma and terror that these kinds of crimes inflict. 
Sexual abuse is a widespread problem that affects kids in a variety of environments, such as their homes, schools, playgrounds, public spaces, and even places that are designated as "safe spaces." Many children, regardless of age or gender, suffer from the trauma and long-term effects of this kind of abuse. Children may be sexually abused in their own homes by family members or other people who are entrusted with their care. Parents, siblings, relatives, and family friends who abuse their power and position of trust fall under this category. Unfortunately, schools are not immune to this issue either. It is possible for teachers, administrators, or even other students to sexually abuse children, which compromises their safety and wellbeing. Public spaces like playgrounds, which are usually thought of as places for enjoyment and recreation, can also serve as places for sexual abuse. Crowded areas or remote locations can be exploited by predators to prey on children who are weak and subject them to horrible acts. In addition, even locations that ought to offer protection, like community centres, shelters, or places of worship, are susceptible to manipulation by those who commit sexual abuse. These types of abuse can have serious, long-lasting effects on victims' physical, mental, and emotional health. Survivors may endure low self-esteem, depression, anxiety, or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), in addition to feelings of guilt, shame, and confusion. It is critical to address this problem by putting in place appropriate support networks, spreading knowledge, and focusing on prevention.
Efforts need to be made at various levels to address this issue. Education and awareness programs should be implemented to educate children about their rights and how to identify and report harassment. Schools and communities should also provide safe spaces for children to express their concerns and seek support (Urbayatun et al., 2023). Government and legal authorities play a crucial role in addressing harassment against children. Strict laws should be in place to protect children from all forms of harassment, and perpetrators should be prosecuted. Additionally, support services and counseling should be made available to victims to help them cope with the emotional and psychological impact of harassment (Wafaa Fatouh et al., 2020). Overall, it is imperative that society acknowledges the existence and impact of harassment on children and takes proactive measures to protect and support them. To prevent child sexual abuse and ensure childhood security in India, it is imperative that we comprehend the significance of information and perceptions regarding sexual abuse. 
Government of India enacted the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 with effect from 14/11/2012. The Act deals with cases of child sexual abuse and provides protection to children from sexual offences and protects their interests and identity through child-friendly mechanisms for reporting, medical examination, evidence collection, investigation, and speedy trial. The Act defines various forms of sexual abuse of children (any person below eighteen years of age) and prescribes maximum punishment of life imprisonment and fine (Geetika Mantri, 2021). Whenever parents suspect that a child has been or is being sexually abused, they should immediately report the matter to the concerned police. Non-compliance can lead to imprisonment of up to six months with or without fine, in which case it is the responsibility of the police to take the child to the nearest hospital (government or private). As per Section-357C (Cr. PC1973) under Section-23 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, all hospitals are bound to give free first aid or medical treatment to the victim. Section-27 (POCSO Act) and Section 164-A (Cr. PC) provide that medical examination and forensic evidence must be collected within twenty-four hours of the commission of the offence (NCPCR, 2017). The examination will be done by a government doctor and if a government doctor is not available, the examination will be done by another registered private doctor, with the consent of the child or any other person who is able to give consent. The investigation and collection of evidence will be done in the presence of the parents or any other trusted person of the child. If the child is a girl, then the female doctor will have to examine. Section-173, sub-section (5) clause (a) of the POSCO Act obliges the doctor to send the report to the police officer and thereafter the investigating officer shall send the report to the concerned magistrate. 
The above legal provisions need to be supported by timely and effective implementation to ensure the protection of children from sexual offenses and provide justice to the victims. 
objective
The objective of this research paper is to analyze the legal and policy framework for protecting children from sexual offenses in India, with a focus on the implementation of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 (POCSO Act).
A comprehensive review of existing laws, policies, and their implementation will be undertaken to identify the strengths, weaknesses, and areas for improvement.
This research paper will also examine the challenges and barriers in the effective implementation of the POCSO Act and provide recommendations to enhance the protection of children from sexual abuse in India.
the research examine awareness about teacher and parents toward sexuality and Pasco acts (Anchan et al., 2020)(Rosli et al., 2019)(Ruelo et al., 2020)(Wangamati et al., 2019).
investigate knowledge of child abuse and protection among school community(Rahim et al., 2021). towards shcool,parents and community 
Research Questions
1. What are the key provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) and how effective has its implementation been in protecting children from sexual offenses?
2. What are the challenges and barriers to the effective implementation of the Act, and what measures can be taken to address them?
3. What other legal and policy interventions are needed to strengthen the protection of children from sexual abuse in India?
Hypothesis
1.  The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 has led to an increase in reporting and registration of child sexual abuse cases in India, but its implementation has been uneven across different states and regions.
1. Lack of awareness, inadequate resources, and gaps in coordination among different stakeholders are some of the key challenges to the effective implementation of the Act.
1. A more comprehensive and holistic approach, including awareness-raising, capacity-building of stakeholders, and strengthening of support services for survivors, is needed to effectively address the problem of child sexual abuse in India.
1. Effective implementation of the Act, along with other legal and policy interventions, can contribute to the reduction of child sexual abuse and provide better protection and support for survivors in India.
1. Addressing societal attitudes and misconceptions about child sexual abuse is crucial for the successful implementation of the POCSO Act and the protection of children's rights.
1. Reforming the education system to include comprehensive sexuality education and child protection measures can play a significant role in preventing child sexual abuse in schools.
1. Involving parents, communities, and other stakeholders in the implementation of the POCSO Act is essential for its success and the overall protection of children from sexual abuse.
Methodology
This research paper will adopt a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative methods to analyze the implementation of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 in India.
1.  *Desk Review*: A comprehensive review of relevant literature, including academic articles, government reports, and grey literature, will be undertaken to understand the legal and policy framework for the protection of children from sexual offenses in India.
1. *Data Analysis*: Secondary data on the number of reported cases, convictions, and other relevant indicators will be analyzed to assess the trends and patterns of child sexual abuse cases in India and the effectiveness of the Act's implementation.
1. *Key Informant Interviews*: In-depth interviews will be conducted with key stakeholders, including government officials, law enforcement personnel, healthcare professionals, and civil society representatives, to understand the challenges and barriers to the implementation of the Act and identify potential solutions.
1. *Focus Group Discussions*: Focus group discussions will be held with survivors of child sexual abuse and their families to gain a deeper understanding of their experiences, the challenges they face, and their perspectives on the effectiveness of the existing legal and support systems.
1. *Case Studies*: Detailed case studies of successful and/or unsuccessful implementation of the Act in different states or regions will be conducted to identify best practices and lessons learned.
Literature Review
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act) was enacted in India to address the growing problem of child sexual abuse.  The Act defines various forms of sexual abuse, including penetrative sexual assault, non-penetrative sexual assault, and sexual harassment, and prescribes stringent punishments for offenders. 
The Act has been lauded for its comprehensive approach to child protection and its focus on the rights and needs of the child survivor.  It mandates the reporting of child sexual abuse cases, establishes dedicated courts for the speedy trial of such cases, and provides for the rehabilitation and compensation of victims.(Djanggih et al., 2018)
However, studies have highlighted several challenges in the implementation of the Act.(Rosli et al., 2019) These include lack of awareness among the public and the stakeholders, inadequate resources and infrastructure, poor coordination among different agencies, and the persistence of societal stigma and victim-blaming attitudes.(Wangamati et al., 2019)
Furthermore, research suggests that the Act has not been equally effective across different regions and communities in India, with some states and districts performing better than others in terms of reporting, investigation, and conviction rates.(Wangamati et al., 2019)
To address these challenges, researchers have called for a more holistic and multi-stakeholder approach, involving greater investment in awareness-raising, capacity-building of service providers, strengthening of support services for survivors, and the promotion of child-friendly reporting and investigation procedures.(Ruelo et al., 2020)(Wangamati et al., 2019)
Findings
The analysis of the legal and policy framework for the protection of children from sexual offenses in India, with a focus on the implementation of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, reveals several key findings:
1. Increased Reporting and Registration of Cases*: The enactment of the Act has led to an increase in the reporting and registration of child sexual abuse cases across India.  However, this increase in reporting has not been uniform, with some states and regions displaying higher rates of reporting and registration than others.(Wangamati et al., 2019)
1. Uneven Implementation and Challenges*: The implementation of the Act has faced several challenges, including lack of awareness among the public and stakeholders, inadequate resources and infrastructure, poor coordination among different agencies, and the persistence of societal stigma and victim-blaming attitudes. 
1. Gaps in Support Services and Rehabilitation*: The Act mandates the provision of support services and rehabilitation for survivors of child sexual abuse, but the availability and quality of these services vary significantly across different regions and communities.
1. Challenges in Securing Convictions*: Despite the stringent provisions of the Act, the conviction rate in child sexual abuse cases remains low, with several factors, such as delays in investigation and trial, lack of forensic evidence, and the influence of powerful perpetrators, contributing to this problem.(Wangamati et al., 2019)(Jahan, 2020)
1. Disproportionate Impact on Marginalized Communities*: Research suggests that child sexual abuse disproportionately affects marginalized communities, such as those living in poverty, ethnic minorities, and children with disabilities, who face additional barriers in accessing support and seeking justice.(Gupta et al., 2010)(Townsend et al., 2014)
1. Lack of Attention to Prevention and Early Intervention*: While the Act focuses on the legal and support aspects of child protection, there is a need for greater emphasis on primary prevention, early intervention, and community-based approaches to address the root causes of child sexual abuse.(Warraitch et al., 2021)
1. Institutional Challenges and Corruption*: The study also highlights the significant role played by institutional challenges, such as corruption and lack of accountability, in hindering the effective implementation of the Act and the delivery of justice for child survivors.
1. Importance of Multi-stakeholder Collaboration*: To address the challenges in the implementation of the Act, researchers have emphasized the need for a more collaborative and multi-stakeholder approach, involving the government, civil society organizations, healthcare providers, and the community at large.(Ruelo et al., 2020)
Recommendations
Based on the key findings, the following recommendations are proposed to strengthen the implementation of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, and improve the overall protection of children from sexual abuse in India:
1.  Enhance Awareness and Capacity Building*: Implement comprehensive awareness campaigns to educate the public, especially in rural and marginalized communities, about the Act and the available support services. Provide continuous training and capacity-building programs for key stakeholders, such as law enforcement, healthcare professionals, and social workers, to ensure effective implementation of the Act.
1. Improve Coordination and Linkages*: Strengthen the coordination and linkages between different government agencies, NGOs, and community-based organizations involved in the implementation of the Act to ensure a seamless continuum of care for child survivors.
1. Strengthen Support Services and Rehabilitation*: Invest in the expansion and strengthening of support services, such as child-friendly reporting mechanisms, trauma-informed counseling, and long-term rehabilitation programs, to ensure the holistic well-being of child survivors.
1. Enhance Accountability and Monitoring*: Establish robust monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to track the implementation of the Act, identify and address regional disparities, and ensure the accountability of key stakeholders.
1. Prioritize Primary Prevention and Early Intervention*: Develop and implement comprehensive strategies for primary prevention, focusing on addressing the root causes of child sexual abuse, and promoting early intervention programs to identify and support at-risk children and families.
1. Strengthen the Justice System*: Streamline the judicial process, improve the collection and preservation of forensic evidence, and ensure the timely disposition of cases to enhance the conviction rates in child sexual abuse cases.

Limitations
This research paper is based on a limited set of sources and may not capture the full breadth of issues and challenges related to the implementation of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, in India. Additionally, the analysis and recommendations presented here are primarily focused on the legal and policy framework, and may not adequately address the broader sociocultural factors that contribute to the prevalence of child sexual abuse in the country. 

Conclusion
The enactment of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, in India has been a significant step towards strengthening the legal framework for the protection of children from sexual abuse. However, the effective implementation of the Act has been hindered by a range of challenges, including lack of awareness, inadequate resources, poor coordination, and the persistence of harmful societal attitudes. To address these challenges and ensure the comprehensive protection of children, a multi-stakeholder approach is required, involving the government, civil society organizations, healthcare providers, and the community at large. 
By implementing the recommendations outlined in this research paper, the Indian government can work towards creating a more robust and effective child protection system, and ultimately, a safer environment for children to thrive. 
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