
THE HONOURED WIFE/HUSBAND.

CHAPTER ONE:

OUR STORY

My name is Grace Gaobepe and my husband's name is Dominic Gaobepe. We have been married for 13 years. We are a perfect mess, perfect grace type of couple. We have witnessed God's  continuous grace and mercy over and over again in our lives. Our marriage has been anything but perfect but by God's grace He has kept us standing and rooted in Him regardless of the many storms we have had to encounter even when we ourselves almost messed things up, God held us. We have been blessed with a lovely son and He is such a blessing to us. Let us take you to the very beginning.

How We Met?

My husband and I met in the choir. My first encounter with him was not the best.I actually didnt like him at all and was actually  quite rude with him when he greeted me which was very random for me who considers themselves a very friendly person. I simply did not like him because i thought that he was trying to charm me and i always avoid charming men but as time went on, i realised that he was actually a very good person.i would always catch him staring at me when we were singing and it made me want to keep even further distance from him. I was sp focused on the music and i was not in the choir for a dating and mingling session. I took my classical music very seriously.

Something strange happened one random afternoon when we were all traveling together in the car to Drakenberg with other choir members, I realised that my now husband was actually a very good guy just by how respectful he was with other women. i began to really like him. It was almost as if God had shielded my eyes from noticing him until that one day when i took an interest to him on that 3 hour drive. Sounds weird but that was literally it until one day when my husband was giving me a lift from choir rehearsal, he decided to ask me out for food and drinks, it was not even a date but it was unplanned. That date lasted for about 8 hours with us just talking and laughing with no hug, kiss or touch. It felt like long lost best friends catching up.

When my husband had met me, i was a christian but a luke warm one that was also mixing my christianity with new age ideas and ancestral ideas and practises however with all that being said, God was so merciful because He was speaking to me however i didnt think that there was anything evil with ancestral worship and thought that the ancestral gift came from God but that being said, God in his mercy was speaking to me and on that first date HE spoke to me very clearly. I heard the words, this is your husband, i just laughed. I asked God to confirm many times if he indeed was my husband and he did so consistently. Within  year later we were married. We dated for months, the first few months we were friends until we had to admit in 2010 that we were officially dating and then a year later in 2011 we were married. My husband and i loved each other but we experienced many challenges in our marriage that led us to slowly lose trust with each other. 

I went on to being initiated as a sangoma  and although my husband did not believe in the practise, he was willing to support me in everything even if he didnt understand it. I practised for 5 years until i had an encounter with Christ that led me to coming out but my husband was not buying the Jesus story and through the mercy of God, he became saved at his own time after he went through his own journey of brokenness which led him to having his own altar call where we found himself at the feet of Jesus.

Our marriage had gone through a lot, almost losing everything in business and consistent financial struggles, witchcraft attacks i kept on undergoing as a sangoma, adultery, challenges with In Laws. Everything began to truly change for us when i became born again and walked away from being a sangoma  and became christian. God led me to Israel and i received deliverance and baptism at the Jordan river. When i returned to South Africa, the Lord wanted to now save and restore our marriage. He led us to this amazing marriage course by Dr Bruce wilkinson which became the foundation of our healing work.

God has done so much healing work in our marriage and we are so proud to get to share some of it with you and what has led to us having the beautiful marriage we have today.  It has not always been this way but God helped and healed  us and He Can do the same for you and your family if you are willing to allow Him. And so this book is about breaking strongholds, healing, sharing, teaching others that it's not over until God says it's over. We run a marriage ministry where we counsel, coach and host workshops for couples where we dig into the bible on what a biblical marriage looks like and we will get to share some of what we learnt with you. May God do a divine restoration  and healing work in your Marriage as you invest your time in digging deeper. 

1) Why did God create Marriage?

Marriage has transcended from the days of Adam to the current modern times we live in today but God's perspective and purpose for marriage has not changed and is still the same today as it was back then from the times of Adam. God does not change nor does He evolve with the times, His word still stands and is relevant today as much as it was back then. God is the same today as He was yesterday.

The laws of gravity have not shifted with the times and neither are the laws around planting and harvesting for a farmer. As much as we believe we have evolved as the human race, certain creational laws still remain the same. A good example is that no matter how evolved we have become as a human race, we still need water and food to survive. The more we eat natural plant foods, the healthier we become. We still need oxygen to survive and we still need vitamin c and iron to feed our bodies and when we do not feed particular nutrients to our bodies, our bodies starve.

This is because we have not evolved past creational laws that govern us. The creational principles around Marriage and how marriage was designed to work, still remain the same. I myself have tried to fight this revelation under the guise of evolution only to be brought back and humbled that when you do things the way that God designed them, they just work, when you reinvent the wheel, things don't work out as well as they should. They just don't. Turns out that God knows us better than we know ourselves and it's no Surprise because He created us, He knows our instincts, our needs and what drives us from a primal instinct level.

Often as the human race we make the mistake of believing that we have become more smarter and more evolved than the days of Adam which leads us to reinvent the wheel outside of its creational purpose and then wonder why things no longer work as well as they should. To achieve A good thriving marriage requires for such a marriage to be built on a solid foundation which can only come from Christ and His word.

Please allow me to share my story a bit. My name is Grace and I come from a family of very strong matriarchs. It took my husband and I seven years before we could fully surrender our marriage to God. Those 7 years came with a lot of grief. We were both in it for ourselves and By God's grace, the Lord redeemed and restored our marriage when we were hanging by a thread. The restoration work was very hard and painful because now we had to process seven years of emotional wounds, disappointment and painful memories. By God's grace we were both able to forgive each other and God restored our marriage to an even better one than the one we had before.

I come from a society that says one should never trust a man, one should never tell a man everything, one should always save money on the side to make a quick exit from a marriage just in case a marriage doesn't work out and as much as this advice is very important and necessary for women in abusive marriages, it is actually
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destructive advice for the general marriage and goes against God's principles pertaining to God's purpose for the design of a marriage and a healthy family. My husband on the other hand as the first born child of his family came with the belief that the wife married into the family to build his father's vision and we all become one big happy family but that was not the case. I on the other hand grew up in a Christian household because my grandfather was a staunch believer and I saw him demonstrate the process of leaving his old family to become one with my grandma who was quite a difficult woman as a wife. Both my husband and I had some healing work to do and many things to unlearn.

God does not want to see two individuals in a marriage forging their "just in case things don't work out" plan but He wants to see the two laying it all down for each other to build a life together. Marriage requires faith and trust. Trust in God who will make a way for you If things do not work out rather than for us to try and control things ourselves by forging some semblance of a safety net for ourselves. Marriage is a big leap of faith and calls for you to fully surrender it all to God and your spouse.

Now before you become upset with me as I know this is highly
controversial because it goes against popular belief or against the wisdom of an "evolved" society but husband and wife in a marriage can never become one when there are secrets or living any form of any separate life. If there is no abuse or substance abuse, or gambling problems that calls for such measures of separate lives and separate accounts, it is unnecessary to teach this as advice for a general marriage because it goes against God's purpose for marriage which is to make two individuals (male and female) become one.

A lot of divorces that take place are mostly from couples that were not even married to begin with. You would be shocked how a majority of couples go on to say the vows, till death do us apart, To forsake all others and then end up in divorce because of adultery and living separate lives from each other. The scripture is clear that a house divided against itself shall not stand and so blessings are withheld by our heavenly Father because before God can bless a House, the two have to be in agreement and come together as one before God.

To understand Why God created marriage, we have to take it back to creation.

GENESIS 2:15 NIV
The Lord took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

God First created Adam for the purpose of working and governing the earth and everything that moves in it. The purpose of the man is therefore to work and govern according to God's creation purpose. If this is the purpose of man then what is the purpose of the wife?

GENESIS 2:18
Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make him a Suitable HELPER." so the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call them,
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and the man chose a name for each one. 20 He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky and all the wild animals. But still there was no HELPER just right for him. So the Lord caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God took out one of the man's ribs and closed up the opening. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and He brought her to the man. " At last!" the man exclaimed. " This one is bone from my bone and flesh from my flesh! She will be called woman because she was taken from man." This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.

The purpose of the wife is to be a helper to her husband for the vision building process. The enemy has really twisted things, making wives to be rebellious or very angry about their creational roles because truth be told a lot of wives have been abused, exploited and taken advantage of so anything that requires a woman to build her life under the authority of any man is grossly shunned upon because for a woman to be able to do this, she needs a Godly man to lead her but how is this even possible when men do not understand their primary role as Head? The whole system is messed up and one inadequacy feeds into the next.

If we are to believe in God then we are to believe in His ways fully and not filter his purpose through the lens of the society we live in today or the disappointments we had or heard of yesterday. The HELPER role is so advanced as we will learn later on because it is not what we think it is. It is not being the domestic worker of your house as many are falsely led to believe.

I struggled with the role of being a helper but God worked on me and on my heart. There were many times I was competing with my husband because I was too busy building my own life, not that this was wrong but I lacked the revelation on my primary role and calling as a wife. God called me back to my original role which is to be the helper of my husband. How do I practically practice this? My husband is building what God has assigned him to build in corporate which is to teach and train. I am fulfilling the same vision through some of our ministry projects, seminars and give back campaigns in our ministry organization which is not a churvh but is a small christian company. I also get to raise our 8 year old son who has had specific learning needs and I cannot imagine the anxiety I would feel if I was not able to be more present at home. I also have been managing fully our home building and renovation projects. Running a home is not that separate from running an organisation.

It's one vision to teach and build the kingdom of God but separated into two divisions and both are equally important. Who's role is more important? My answer to this question would be, what's more important, the arm or the leg?We are one
body, one vision with different roles. Once we got this, marriage started to have more joy and we stopped competing over Who's career came first and it became more about what God was assigning us to do. This looks different for every family depending on the vision that God has given to your house. Before I met my husband, God had already given me my assignment to run the Yearning Soul
organisation which is a life coaching and training ministry . When I met my husband, his calling was in teaching and empowering people and lifting up those who are disadvantaged and had a deep need to fight for equality amongst the oppressed. We
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both had a calling to empower, teach and mentor and this was not a coincidence but little did I realize I was taken out from Him so I am the female version of Him with a calling to mother and nurture because as a woman and wife, this is what God created me to do.

It is such a relief to not have to compete with my husband but to work together as a team as I am released more into my natural role and let me tell you what's interesting? It feels more natural to do what i do but before I could accept my full role as a wife, My husband had to accept His role as the head which allowed me to be the wife i needed to be. In my house it is no longer about him versus I but it is about us together actively building God's kingdom on earth and oh I love being His helper, we are such a great team but it took us years to get here.

Tip: Find out what God's purpose and vision is for your union, you will often find that What God has called you to do, is already built inside of you through your natural instincts. Once God has showed you his purpose in your marriage, then move into those roles and do not delay.This way God is glorified and you will release God to bless your marriage in a way that many will be able to acknowledge that Indeed you are people whom God has blessed.

It is God's purpose for every marriage to be fruitful and to multiply, some seasons may come with great challenges but fruitfulness is what God commands unto every marriage and when your marriage is not in a fruitful place, it usually has to do with some broken foundations that need to be rebuilt. Surrender these broken parts to the Father and confess your sins and fears to Him. He is always ready to build and to heal you.

Prayer:

Father please forgive me for not always understanding my role in marriage and what you have called for me to do. I ask that may you please help me to embrace and actively practise my role so that my marriage brings glory to you and to the body of Christ. Father please heal the broken parts of me that lead me to be so afraid
of investing it all into my marriage. Lord i pray for healing over generational trauma and false beliefs pertaining to marriage. In Jesus name I pray Amen.







The leaving process means to not only leave physically but emotionally and financially. Your entire self must leave as well as everything connected to you and you must take everyhing of yours back to your wife and there is a reason why you are called to be this drastic in your leaving process because unless this process is completed, cleaving becomes a challenege. you are to cleave to her and become one flesh. It is no longer you and the wife as individuals now but you are to become one. If you had a vision to build houses for extended family members, it means your old vision needs to adjust to the fact that you are married now and whatever vision you bring to your marital home must represent the vision that God has given to you
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specifically for the new home.

Your title changes from being son, brother, uncle to being the head, husband and father of your unborn children. It is God's will that a man leaves his family to marry. A man was created for headship, to rule and to govern and he cannot do that when he remains the child of His old family.

Early marriage requires that you leave your old family to start the process of becoming one with your new wife. It is important to communicate adequately, lovingly and with respect to your parents, your new role as Head, the leaving process must be done in a way that still honors your mother and father. If you were a breadwinner, before you take on a wife, find something or a business that you can hand over to your parents for them to build or run so that they are not financially dependent on you during the first years as you build your new marital home. You can team up with your extended siblings and put up a budget together to help out where everyone can get involved.


If your parents are old, this will require new measures to be put in place to ensure that your leaving process does not leave your elderly parents desolate. You and your new spouse can sit together and come up with a plan together and both of you must fully agree to the plan and approve it and it must not be at the expense of running and managing your new marital home. It is very important to maintain financial boundaries with your extended family members and any person who is of a working age or who has living parents of a working age is not your financial responsibility. Be graceful and always be willing to assist financially but it must be within the context of having left your old homestead. Be careful to not allow finances to yoke you into your old role as brother or son but rather put a plan to help your parents financially as part of your leaving process.



Giving money secretly behind your spouse's back is not only called financial infidelity but will rob you off the financial blessing from God in your marriage as you are doing and accumulating secrets against the wife whom God has called you to become one with. What God has put together, let no man separate. When you are handing out money secretly to extended family members you are allowing your family to draw a wedge between you and your wife. If you feel that there are extra financial needs that your extended family members may have, discuss this with your wife and vice versa and see how much more you can stretch without putting your needs on hold. A house divided against itself will not stand. Let nothing and nobody divide you, let there be no secrets between the two of you. Being transparent and naked before each other is very important.


Unfortunately we live in a society where a lot of father have abandoned their homes and no longer even support their children which basically means that even son's are left with the responsibility of stepping up to the plate and having to resume the role of provider for their own mothers because their fathers have rejected their own role so sons are now husbands to their mothers and it means that even when those sons marry, they are still trapped into a role of being husband to their mothers and as they abandon their marital roles to fulfill the one that their father has abandoned, it means their own sons must now also step up to the plate and be provider of their own mothers and so the cycle of this generational curse goes on. We need to free
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the male child Into his God assigned role and not a society assigned role. Many husbands are married but have not left their mother's homestead because they are bent beneath a load of responsibility that was not even theirs to begin with.


If you are part of the fortunate few where you are coming from a family where your parents are the ones who are financially strong, the leaving process dictates that you no longer depend on your mother and father financially. They are not called to maintain or provide for your new marital home, as the head it is now your responsibility to provide for the wellbeing of your marital home. If your wife earns an income, the two of you can have the conversation of who does what financially but as you grow financially, know that the primary role of financial provision, God assigns to the head even if your wife earns more. The reason why God assigns this role to the man is because a woman is created to give birth to children and

whilst she is at the nursing stage, the head must be able to sustain the family financially. This is not to put pressure on young husbands just starting off but it is rather to teach you the ultimate goal that is assigned with God's plan for you as the primary provider of your home.

My husband is such a good provider however when we started off, there was an element of sharing bills but God has placed him in a position where he can fully provide for our household because his heart has been open to it. Men do not harden your heart to providing for your wife, the bible clearly states that those who do not provide for their household are like those who have denied the faith and are worse than an unbeliever. God takes the role of husbands providing for their families very seriously. Wives have many other roles but one of those roles does not involve her being the head of the house and does not involve her being the provider of her home. The let's go 50/50 idea is not a biblical one but is something this new culture is teaching and it is by demonic design. Let the man be the man and let the woman be the woman.


There are many men who refuse to accept their responsibility as heads and there are lots of wives who refuse their responsibility as helper. Both are called to be obedient to what God is calling them to do in marriage. The more we embrace our roles instead of passing them onto our spouses the more we allow our marriages to be blessed by the father. My husband has been immensely blessed and I say this because of his willingness and pride to provide for his house, he loves doing it just as much as I love my role as being his helper. How can you be able to submit to a man who refuses to provide for you? How can you even respect such a man that refuses to take care of his own? How can God bless such a man who refuses to take care of everything that has been placed under his care as Head? Does Christ not take care of us as the head of the church? The man is Christ on Earth.


If as a new couple, you did not handle your leaving process well, it is important to set up a meeting with your families over lunch and to communicate with them lovingly your new role as Head and helper and your sole allegiance to building your marital home. Let them know you will always love them but that it's time for them to let you go to be married as how God has called you to build your new house. If there have been any misunderstandings, apologize for them and ensure that you present your wife in the best way possible so that your family does not see your wife as the enemy because of the changes that have to take place because now you are
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married. Let your family know that your loyalty is now to your wife and that you won't allow any person no matter how much you love them to draw a wedge between you and your wife.



Prayer:

Father I come to you today to ask for your forgiveness for not being able to implement my full leaving process as the head of my household therefore creating issues In my marriage that have driven a wedge between myself and the wife that you have given me. I pray that may you please bless the work of my hands so that I am able to fully step into my role as provider of this home. I pray for healing of tainted relationships between my family members and myself that were a result of not understanding my new role as husband. Please lead me in my leaving process as its emotionally very hard. Please help me with my hidden fears regarding leaving and understanding that I am safe under your care and will to do that which you have called me to do, in Jesus's name I pray Amen.







CHAPTER TWO:

THE POWER OF THE MARRIAGE COVENANT.

Proverbs 18:22

He who finds a wife, finds a good thing and gains favour from the Lord.

I have often seen and witnessed the wonderful transformation of many males graduate from becoming boys to becoming men and the head of a household when they become married. It is the ultimate spiritual growth of a child. I have witnessed young daughters graduate from to becoming girls to becoming wives and matriarchs of their own household which is an honour that only God can bestow. It is the mantle of taking up new land and territory and finally graduating to building and cultivating the new land that God has blessed you with. It's heaven's stamp that affirms that you are no longer a child belonging to your parents or to their household but that now you are the overseer and full runner of your own House that God has entrusted you with.


Marriage is where true leadership is learnt and developed. Before a man can govern and rule outside in the world, He first needs to learn this in His marital home. This is why according to 1Timothy 3 the overseer of God's House needs to be a man who has his house in order because if he cannot lead nor run his house with order, how will he be able to run God's house?

This does not only apply to ministry only but in every sphere whether it be in business or in a workplace environment, the foundation of good leadership in a man is learnt in the marriage.

Marriage is the foundation for everything ever built by society, through the marriage
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covenant, healthy society is birthed, business ideas are nurtured, community building projects and ministries are birthed. You destroy a marriage,you destroy the very foundations that represent Christ on Earth and His covenant to the church. It is no wonder that the institution of marriage is the most attacked by the devil to strategically destroy families and generations to come.


Did you know that when a man gets married, there is literal favour and blessings that are entrusted to him because he is now married? Why does God do this? This is because Lary of the role of head means to be able proved for your household as a man. God provides for your household through you as the man so he entrusts you with more financial territory when you marry because its no longer just about you but its about those under your care. You are the primary provider of the family you are heading. A Man is like Christ on Earth, Christ as the head of the church leads and provides for those under his care, the role of husbands is therefore identical to the role of Christ In the church. There is massive favour that comes from being married. Covenants break curses and create a generational blessing in your family house.


The marriage Covenant is not a contract but it is a covenant. This means that it is for the rest of your life, till death do you apart. Marriage therefore ceases to only be about the husband and wife but is also a vessel that God uses to birth a Godly off spring and a Godly society that is set apart from the rest of the world. Did you know that when you said till death do us apart, that heaven sealed that agreement and the only thing that can ever separate you from your spouse is death? Did you know that not even the court of law can separate you? The scripture states that whom God has put together, let not man separate.Kinda makes you think right?


Marriage is a soul tie, it is tying your soul and life to another person and unless if you have heard from God directly that the person you are marrying is your spouse, it is rather best to wait. This means that even if you marry someone that the Lord has told you not to, biblically you still cannot divorce them because you have made that vow.


Numbers 30:2

If a man makes a vow to the Lord, or takes an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.


Ecclesiastes 5: 4-8

When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands.



Unless if it's in the case where there was fornication before marriage, only under these terms is a person biblically permitted to divorce and remain single or be reconciled back to their covenant spouse. This is why Joseph wanted to put Mary
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away privately because He was under the assumption that she had committed fornication but then the Lord told Him via a dream to not

Put her away because that which was conceived in her was of the Holy ghost. A lot of the churches often confuse the word fornication with the word adultery. Its not the same thing. In the Jewish
Customs once a person was betrothed to someone, it was already considered a marriage that was awaiting a ceremony to be sealed, it was an existing promise to marry and promises back then were taken very seriously but if the woman was found to be impure, The promise or vow to marry could then be broken under these terms.

Once the marriage vows have been said, the covenant is therefore sealed and it stands forever. The bible does allow for separation in cases where there is abuse, God does not condone abuse in fact quite the contrary, the head is commanded to lead gently without Lording over those under his authority. separation and divorce are two separate things according to scripture. Divorce is the termination of the actual marriage covenant and this is permissible only in the case of Fornication.


The more I delved deeper into scripture pertaining this, the more I realized how challenging this is for those living in this current age to accept but it does not mean that it is not written or that God does not adhere to it. The church no longer preaches this message because it is highly controversial but the original church did. I struggled with it too because for the longest time I believed that Adultery could cancel a marriage covenant but instead the Greek word used for fornication in the King James bible is porneie which does not mean adultery but actually means fornication which is what takes place pre marriage when the woman was asssumed to be a virgin but was not. The word adultery according to Greek is moicheuo and is not used within the context of permission divorce.


MATTHEW 5:32

but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of porneie ( fornication) makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.



Marriage represents the kingdom of heaven on earth and our covenant with Christ, at no point does the Lord ever cast us away, no matter how deep we have fallen into sin but He always waits for us, longing for us to return back to Him and when we repent, He gladly receives us. In marriage we are called to presume the same posture of love for one another. We are called to love each other unconditionally. We are called to Agape each other which is a love that is based on no conditions. It is unconditional love that is not determined by a person's behavior.


The marriage covenant is soul tying and when done right can be very beautiful, you get to spend a life time building with your spouse for the kingdom of God and raising healthy Children who also get to understand the value of true love, commitment , forgiveness, family and the type of Agape love God calls us to demonstrate for each other. However when not done right, it can be extremely toxic or even life -threatening. In these cases strong measures needs to be applied.
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Before a man takes on a wife or before a woman accepts a proposal, it is important to hear from God about the potential spouse because shoosing your spouse is also choosing your problems. Are they being sent by God or are we being too hasty because we feel we have been waiting for too long for God and now we need to make our own plans? Before a marriage comes, The Lord will usually announce it to the concerned parties. It is very common to hear from christian couples that God had told them that a specific person was their spouse and they received confirmation after hearing that word. They also prayed on it and waited on God to answer. In this case it is advisable to also present the potential spouse to spiritual leaders and to pray about the potential marriage. God always has a plan for every marriage for His kingdom purpose.


If you happened to marry and you were not a believer at the time or if your spouse wasn't, then do not despair, God can still turn your marriage around. Just keep praying for your spouse and through your gentle conduct he can possibly be won over into the kingdom but at no point does God tell a believer to divorce her unbelieving husband or wife. Many believers have used the fact the their spouse is unbelieving as an excuse that the spouse was not sent by God which in their mind justifies divorce but this is grossly innacurate and not biblical. Be careful though to not willingly yoke yourself to an unbeliever with the belief that God will rescue you or your marriage if things dont work out. Unequally yoked marriages can be one of the most challenging marriages to navigate.


1 Corinthians 7:12

To the rest I say this: If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him.


Matthew 19:9

And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery. ”Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these

sayings, that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”

And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”
His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not
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to marry.” But He said to them, “All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given: For there are eunuchs who were born thus

from their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.”

I am not here to tell you what to do to your marriage but i am hear to present the truth and what you do with it is your own free will because this is what God does, He allows us the free gift of free will. The only challenge I have is when truth is no longer accurately presented for fear it will create controversy. I feel it's best to present the truth and then what people do with it is their own choice.



The truth of God is not used to condemn any person but rather It shows us God's true heart regarding specific matters which often is in enmity with our own but if any man is in Christ He is a new creature and the old things have passed away.



Prayer:

Father I come to you just as I am. Please help me to surrender to your will regarding my marriage. I know that it is only by grace alone that I can be the spouse you have called me to be. Lord help me to surrender to your will and teach me how to Agape my spouse that this is not based according to their behaviour but that you call me to love them unconditionally. Lord please forgive me for the times where I have fallen short. I pray for restoration in my marriage and I pray to have a humble heart that is teachable in Jesus name I pray Amen.



Chapter 3:

LEAVE


Genesis 2:24

Therefore a man shall LEAVE his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.



Ephesians 5: 31-33

For this reason a man shall LEAVE his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.



When I look into the topic of leaving, I want to weep profusely because this one is close to home and it is the one of the major keys of building a healthy marriage if it's
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not even The major key. It is also the first command that God gives to the husband in relation to marriage and it is often the most overlooked and misunderstood concept. If the leaving process is not completed, spiritual division in a marriage becomes inevitable. 90 % of couples we have had the privilege of counselling were

consulting to us because of either not having left their previous family or simply misunderstanding the concept of leaving or redefining it as a whole resulting in all sorts of marital challenges preventing the marriage from fully bearing fruit as God wants it to. It's almost as if you are not yet married until you have completed the leaving process.

If your culture is close to the bible pertaing to marriage, you will find this section somewhat of a confirmation of what you already know but if your culture does exactly the opposite of this, then you will find this as probably one of the most challenging topics emotionally and mentally because it will challenge you to the core of your identity and if you find yourself resisting it emotionally, it is very normal and expected but l ask that you open your heart to what God is calling you to do in your marriage. God is the creator of the institution of marriage, He knows how it is called to work and if we respect and accept His manual of instruction, our marriage will flow but if we want to take the model of marriage that God has created and then replace it with a manual that we deem best fit to use because we grew up this preferred manual, it won't work. It's no different than going to BMW and taking a BMW car and throwing in a Mercedes engine, when we respect the manufacturer and do things as how he has created them, they will work well but when we take what God has created ( marriage) and then use the manual that is man made (culture) we will struggle like most couples do. Culture did not create Marriage,God did.


The ways of human culture have always been in enmity with the things of the Kingdom and this is why Christ came to change the culture and to replace human traditions with Divine purpose and identity. The very reason why Christ was crucified is because his very own were angry that He was coming to change their Jewish culture , traditions and cutoms which were actually man made rules and yet He was called to bring the kingdom of heaven to earth. 2000 years later it is still no different, people reject the kingdom of God in the name of man made culture, they place their culture and traditions above God's ways and kingdom and expect God to bow down to the very idols they have made that they call culture.


How can the creator of Heaven and earth bow down to human made ideas snd traditions? So I urge you to keep an open mind that marriage comes from God and not culture so the manual for marriage can only be dictated by God and not culture. If you choose to abide to culture over what God Says, let that be your choice alone but then it means you will reap the same results that culture has manifested which is you are more likely to divorce. The culture we are growing around is making it harder and harderbto have a fruitful marriage and makes it twice as easy to divorce resulting in broken generations that come from broken families. Whenever we refuse to humble ourselves to the will of God, the cost is always immense. Those who embrace God's word fully on marriage will not divorce but they will have fruitful, healthy,

thriving marriages because this is the will of God for marriages and for our generation and for generations to come. The reason why God has such a manual for marriage is because He wants our marriages to prosper and for our families to thrive.
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I come from a Zulu culture and my husband is Tswana however in Africa in general, I have noticed that there is such a huge pride and responsibility placed on the male child. Often the male child is the child that is destined to take over his

father's homestead and to bear the responsibility of his father when the father dies. In african culture, the woman marries into the family and in the past they would all live together and the parriarch of that house is the Father in law and the matriarch would be her mother in law and the newly married couples are children in the homestead. They are both called to submit to their elders which is the mother and father of the husband. Mother in law is the one who teaches the new wife her duties in her house. When children are Born from the new couple, it is mother in law and father in law who have a say as to the type of traditions and ceremonies that are to be conducted for the children.

It is the male child that carries his family name and succeeds his father. This is why even in Royalty, a queen must have a son to be the successor of his father. In african tradition, the boy child is the one who takes care of the entire family when his father passes so even when the boy marries, his wife or wives are to join him in his father's homestead where they can build the family home there with extended family members. The male child's money is to help provide for the entire homestead and when the husband passes, his inheritance is passed on to the mother in law and father in law to keep managing the homestead and the unmarried male siblings of the deceased can remarry his wife and raise his children. This was done to help to maximize on land and on resources to keep everybody together however this model is still being used for many marriages to this very day but it is not God's manual for marriage. Let us go into the Bible to find God's manual for marriage.


According to the bible, the headship role is for every male child who has just gotten married, in fact the minute he says I do, his identity in the spirit changes from being son of his parents to being the head of his house therefore the patriarch is him and his wife is called to submit to him and not to his father or his mother. Now understanding this passage alone will lead you to realize why african marriages are having major challenges. The roles have been twisted leading to major confusion in our marriages with in laws that are forever crossing boundaries because they believe it is well within their right to.


This is why many african widows are left with no inheritance because the in laws claimed it all. It is also the main reason behind many in law rivalries. The mother usually wants to instruct the daughter what to do and when to do it, the daughter in law may feel like she should only be submitting to her husband. Extended family members may feel like ever since their brother married this woman, he has changed and no longer gives them money like he used to so it must be his evil wife with the wife being tired of dealing with overbearing and bossy in laws. The whole thing becomes a mess unless you decide to do what God has called you to do in your marriage.



A Man Shall "LEAVE" his mother and father and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh. What does it mean to leave in the bible? The original Hebrew word for leave is ya'azob which means to depart from your family physically, to turn away from them and it also means, to forsake your family to
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become one with your wife. This is why marriage vows clearly state to forsake all others for your wife and till death do us apart, the word forsake in the marriage vows is not just randomly placed there but is actually taken from this same word which describes the process of what it means to leave. when God's command

for the man to leave. We say these vows all the time but actually do not even know what it really means to actually leave. The process of leaving is to forsake your old family, also means to turn away from them to build the new home with your wife.

You are called to forsake your old family, it's traditions, ways of life and you are called to cleave and turn to your wife. The devotion, love, loyalty and emotions you had for your previous family now needs to be turned to your wife. It does not mean that you won't love your old family but it means that now your loyalty and u devoted love is to your wife first. It means all the money you were spending on building your previous homestead now needs to build the new home and that money must be managed by you and your wife as your provider role as according to the bible is now primarily for your wife and to the new homestead.


The leaving process means to not only leave physically but emotionally and financially. Your entire self must leave as well as everything connected to you and you must take everything of yours back to your wife and there is a reason why you are called to be this drastic in your leaving process because unless this process is completed, cleaving becomes a challenge. you are to cleave to her and become one flesh. It is no longer you and the wife as individuals now but you are to become one. If you had a vision to build houses for extended family members, it means your old vision needs to adjust to the fact that you are married now and whatever vision you bring to your marital home must represent the vision that God has given to you specifically for the new home.

Your title changes from being son, brother, uncle to being the head, husband and father of your unborn children. It is God's will that a man leaves his family to marry. A man was created for headship, to rule and to govern and he cannot do that when he remains the child of His old family.

Early marriage requires that you leave your old family to start the process of becoming one with your new wife. It is important to communicate adequately, lovingly and with respect to your parents, your new role as Head, the leaving process must be done in a way that still honours your mother and father. If you were a breadwinner, before you take on a wife, find something or a business that you can hand over to your parents for them to build or run so that they are not financially dependent on you during the first years as you build your new marital home. You can team up with your extended siblings and put up a budget together to help out where everyone can get involved.


If your parents are old, this will require new measures to be put in place to ensure that your leaving process does not leave your elderly parents desolate. You and your new spouse can sit together and come up with a plan together and both of you must fully agree to the plan and approve it and it must not be at the expense of running and managing your new marital home. It is very important to maintain financial boundaries with your extended family members and any person who is of a working age or who has living parents of a working age is not your financial responsibility. Be graceful and always be willing to assist financially but it must be within the context of
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having left your old homestead. Be careful to not allow finances to yoke you into your old role as brother or son but rather put a plan to help your parents financially as part of your leaving process.



Giving money secretly behind your spouse's back is not only called financial infidelity but will rob you off the financial blessing from God in your marriage as you are doing and accumulating secrets against the wife whom God has called you to become one with. What God has put together, let no man separate. When you are handing out money secretly to extended family members you are allowing your family to draw a wedge between you and your wife. If you feel that there are extra financial needs that your extended family members may have, discuss this with your wife and vice versa and see how much more you can stretch without putting your needs on hold. A house divided against itself will not stand. Let nothing and nobody divide you, let there be no secrets between the two of you. Being transparent and naked before each other is very important.


Unfortunately we live in a society where a lot of father have abandoned their homes and no longer even support their children which basically means that even son's are left with the responsibility of stepping up to the plate and having to resume the role of provider for their own mothers because their fathers have rejected their own role so sons are now husbands to their mothers and it means that even when those sons marry, they are still trapped into a role of being husband to their mothers and as they abandon their marital roles to fulfil the one that their father has abandoned, it means their own sons must now also step up to the plate and be provider of their own mothers and so the cycle of this generational curse goes on. We need to free the male child Into his God assigned role and not a society assigned role. Many husbands are married but have not left their mother's homestead because they are bent beneath a load of responsibility that was not even theirs to begin with.


If you are part of the fortunate few where you are coming from a family where your parents are the ones who are financially strong, the leaving process dictates that you no longer depend on your mother and father financially. They are not called to maintain or provide for your new marital home, as the head it is now your responsibility to provide for the wellbeing of your marital home. If your wife earns an income, the two of you can have the conversation of who does what financially but as you grow financially, know that the primary role of financial provision, God assigns to the head even if your wife earns more. The reason why God assigns this role to the man is because a woman is created to give birth to children and

whilst she is at the nursing stage, the head must be able to sustain the family financially. This is not to put pressure on young husbands just starting off but it is rather to teach you the ultimate goal that is assigned with God's plan for you as the primary provider of your home.

My husband is such a good provider however when we started off, there was an element of sharing bills but God has placed him in a position where he can fully provide for our household because his heart has been open to it. Men do not harden your heart to providing for your wife, the bible clearly states that those who do not provide for their household are like those who have denied the faith and are worse than an unbeliever. God takes the role of husbands providing for their families very
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seriously. Wives have many other roles but one of those roles does not involve her being the head of the house and does not involve her being the provider of her home. The let's go 50/50 idea is not a biblical one but is something this new culture is teaching and it is by demonic design. Let the man be the man and let the woman be the woman.


There are many men who refuse to accept their responsibility as heads and there are lots of wives who refuse their responsibility as helper. Both are called to be obedient to what God is calling them to do in marriage. The more we embrace our roles instead of passing them onto our spouses the more we allow our marriages to be blessed by the father. My husband has been immensely blessed and I say this because of his willingness and pride to provide for his house, he loves doing it just as much as I love my role as being his helper. How can you be able to submit to a man who refuses to provide for you? How can you even respect such a man that refuses to take care of his own? How can God bless such a man who refuses to take care of everything that has been placed under his care as Head? Does Christ not take care of us as the head of the church? The man is Christ on Earth.


If as a new couple, you did not handle your leaving process well, it is important to set up a meeting with your families over lunch and to communicate with them lovingly your new role as Head and helper and your sole allegiance to building your marital home. Let them know you will always love them but that it's time for them to let you go to be married as how God has called you to build your new house. If there have been any misunderstandings, apologize for them and ensure that you present your wife in the best way possible so that your family does not see your wife as the enemy because of the changes that have to take place because now you are married. Let your family know that your loyalty is now to your wife and that you won't allow any person no matter how much you love them to draw a wedge between you and your wife.



Prayer:

Father I come to you today to ask for your forgiveness for not being able to implement my full leaving process as the head of my household therefore creating issues In my marriage that have driven a wedge between myself and the wife that you have given me. I pray that may you please bless the work of my hands so that I am able to fully step into my role as provider of this home. I pray for healing of tainted relationships between my family members and myself that were a result of not understanding my new role as husband. Please lead me in my leaving process as its emotionally very hard. Please help me with my hidden fears regarding leaving and understanding that I am safe under your care and will to do that which you have called me to do, in Jesus's name I pray Amen.
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CHAPTER 4: CLEAVE

Genesis 2:24 ( King James Version)
“Therefore shall a man leave his Father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”


The Hebrew word used to describe the word cleave in this scripture is “Devakut” which derives from the Hebrew root word “davak” which means to cling or stick to like glue. The modern Hebrew word for glue is devek which comes from the same root word. Davak is used to describe how a man cleaves to his wife so that they become one flesh and is related to the word “debek” for bodily joint like the joining of our bones to our skin. In simple summary husbands are commanded to leave their mother and father and to cleave to their wives like glue and as bones does to the skin.

Deuteronomy 10:20
You shall revere the Lord your God. You shall serve Him and cleave (Devakut) to him.

It is then clear that when the husband has failed to leave his mother and father that cleaving will become an impossible task because there are certain parts of him that are still stuck back home to his previous homestead. A lot of couples cohabit for years and never really get to the part of cleaving. There are many enemies or little foxes that prevent the cleaving process from reaching maturation. The process of cleaving is to be fully dependent and reliant on your spouse for emotional, spiritual and physical connection and not on anybody else. Your spouse is your best friend and if you have another best friend then its emotional infidelity. Your spouse should be your closest ally, they are you, you are them. The bible states that he who loves their wife, loves themselves because the two are not separate.

What Hinders Cleaving?

1) Incomplete Leaving Process

When a man has failed to leave his mother and father, if he allows his family to disrespect his wife, this can drive a huge wedge of separation between a couple leading to bitterness, resentment and mistrust between the couple because if you aren’t willing to risk it all to be with me then can I risk it all and trust you fully to build with you or will I need a back-up plan just in case things do not work out? It is hard to give up everything to build with a person who just has their one foot in the marriage and another back at home.

2) The Back Up Plan In Case Things Do Not Work Out.

You would be surprised to discover just how many couples marry with a back up plan just in case marriage doesn’t work out and as much as I do understand why people need a safety net because most have sadly witnessed both husbands and wives giving marriage their all and then things do not work out only for them to endure pain, loss and depression or worse even lose themselves in the marriage and most
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people believe that if they lessen their commitment level then they can minimize the impact of the pain thereafter if things do not work out.
This is understandable human psychology and we hear it all the time but this safety net is what has led to many divorces because to be frank many were never really married to begin with, their one foot has always been out just in case something happens never realizing that the chances of separation increase drastically when one is not committed to begin with. Is full commitment in marriage really possible when there is a back up plan for just in case things do not work out?

Most people try to hang onto their life and themselves which is well meaning and in fact the world and many therapists advise this but it actually goes against biblical knowledge and wisdom, a house divided against itself will not stand. He who hangs onto their life will lose it and he who loses their life will find it, just like this is the same when it comes to choosing Christ, it is exactly the same for marriage. You have to be willing to lose your old life as you knew it so that God can build something new. The moment you said I do, life as you knew it has disappeared. It is no Longer about the I that lives but it is we that live. We have and are becoming one. Marriage is exactly the same as salvation, Paul revealed this mystery.

If you are not willing to lay your life for another person or die to yourself to build the union and to submit to God’s will for the marriage, it is best to not marry. It is best to rather live for yourself and there is nothing wrong with that. Choose your hard whether that is being married or single. The minute you say I do, you have lost your life as you knew it, do not waste your marriage life trying to salvage what God is wanting you to give up. Marriage is a very selfless ministry.

3) Friends both of the opposite sex and same sex.

When you become married even the nature of friendships will inevitably change. This means that you will not be able to spend as much time with many friends as you would like because marriage does take a lot of invested energy and conscience time to build especially if you are still learning to cleave to each other. Marriage means that you have to give up all competing priorities with your spouse. Your spouse does not have to compete for your time. It is therefore natural that in healthy marriages that couples end up sharing friendship with other married couples or that single friend ends up becoming a friend of both.

There is nothing wrong with having friends as a married couple but it’s just that even the nature of those friendships will change because your primary closest friend is now your spouse. All friendships will be affected by marriage, friendship starts becoming impacted by even a man finding a girlfriend and all men know this. If this is true for a mere girlfriend, how much more true is it for marriage where there is now a whole entire family that a husband must now lead and take care of?

It is possible for a spouse to share platonic friendship with people of the opposite sex for example if the friend is a colleague where there is a clear common association or if its someone whom they grew up together with who became more like a sister
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figure that they are not physically attracted to but is highly not advisable to get too close to friends of the opposite sex as this will have a very strong impact on your cleaving process with your spouse as you connect deeper emotionally with other people that are not your spouse. Be very careful of emotional cleaving, do not share problems in your marriage with people of the opposite sex and be careful of a man that does this. It is not honoring to their spouse and does not protect their spouse against third forces or potential wolves in a marriage.

It is important to guard against any third forces in a marriage or to guard against emotional infidelity where you become emotionally attached to a person of the opposite sex that there is nothing left for you to establish any connection to your wife. Ex girlfriends and boyfriends, people you are attracted to, do not qualify to be labelled under the same banner as friends. It is very important to establish Godly boundaries with all relationships especially relationships of the opposite sex.

The same goes for adultery where there is a physical connection. Any man or woman that engages in this cannot love their spouse. It is the most dishonoring and disrespectful and unloving atrocity one can ever commit against their spouse. When you get married, God hands your body to your spouse and hands theirs to you so your body does not even belong to you for you to go and defile it in such a manner. I watched a show where a lady knew the second her husband was committing adultery because she saw the same vision of a female sleeping with her and she felt dirty afterwards.

Marriage is a Godly soul tie. It is the tying of your soul to another person. When you commit adultery against them, you take them with you to commit this act involuntarily. This is what it is spiritually. Adultery is spiritual rape against your spouse. The demons involved during that act, you carry them back home to your spouse and if you and your spouse do not seek deliverance she will carry them in the womb that is supposed to birth your children. The best way to breed and raise a Godly generation is to not commit adultery. The bible states that there are many sins that a man commits but he who commits adultery or fornication sins against their own body.

The consequences do not stop when you do, they carry on long after which is why it is important for a man or woman that have committed this act to seek deliverance after they have repented. If you have committed this act out of foolishness and not knowing better in the past, there is no condemnation for you. Healing is available, seek out deliverance through your local church or pastor who is living according to the righteousness of Christ. Repentance does not mean that you only feel remorse for the act you committed but that you have turned away from it and have cut all contact with the involved party. It is also important that you come clean to your spouse by confessing all sins so that blessings in your marriage and full healing may not be hindered. Full confession is very important so that you both can both receive full healing and deliverance. The truth may hurt a lot but it is very important to come clean.
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4) Work, Ministry Children and Technology.

We live in a time where there are so many distractions everywhere and a wise person once said that there is a place for everything and everything in its place. It is very important for married couple to always make their marriage a priority. This is one of the most challenging things to maintain in this busy world where there is so much stress around meeting deadlines, finances, health, ensuring that the children are okay and that the ministry is doing well whilst also ensuring you are centered in your own journey and walk with God through consistent prayer and studying of the word.

We are living in an era where everything and everyone needs our attention and at the same time, we just need to learn to prioritize everything or else its always our marriages that will be receiving the short end of the stick. I know all too well that in ministry there is always someone that needs to be rescued, my son’s school demands need urgent attention and with my husband there is always that business client that just demands a whole lot more than he is really ever able to give at the time, that if we are not cautious we may forget that we are married and need to connect with each other regularly. It is very easy to live separate lives in marriage. It is therefore important to be intentional about putting your marriage first above everything else including the kids and ministry. The only thing that should be above your marriage is God.

Our first ministry is our marriage and there is nothing more important than our marriage because it is the foundation that holds everything else together. Paul the apostle states it specifically that those who are married have worldly problems to concern themselves with like how to please their wives and their husband and that those that are not married can focus more on serving God. This statement is very true and so often we forget this and forget that the Church is the Lord’s bride whilst we have our own earthly spouse.

Our Children even though we love them can also be a distraction in our marriages. It is important for our children to be able to understand that our spouse comes first. This will help them be more secure when they see that mom and dad are a unit and that they are an extension of that blessed union. Do not allow children to drive a wedge between you and your spouse whether they are biological or non- biological. It is important that they feel loved, heard and accepted but that they know that their parent comes first in the marriage. Our children will one day leave us to be married and so it is very important to teach them divine order and what a healthy marriage looks like.

Phones, social media are also one of the greatest distractions in a marriage life and a big open gate that the enemy of marriage consistently uses to create a gap in people’s marriage life. We need to be extra cautious with how we engage or reconnect to old acquaintances of the opposite sex on social media. It is important to ensure that even our private messages on social media are honorable to our
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spouse and pleasing to the Lord. Some private messages between people of the opposite sex can really sow seeds of discord, mistrust and doubt within a marriage.

It is very important to be able to manage phone dynamics. It is important to live a life of transparency and integrity to your spouse. Your spouse should have access to your phone as this will come in very handy during times of emergency and it will help to eradicate any seeds of doubt to your spouse and will help you to be accountable to both yourself, your spouse and will protect you in the long run from falling into unnecessary traps. Wives do not have to pry and play detective with her husband’s phone but if his or her actions are not questionable then there would be no need for a woman to play private detective.


5) Soul Ties and Adultery.

Soul ties are the elephant in the room that the church is often afraid to address. A soul tie is when you form a very deep spiritual soul bond with a person that you carry them with you wherever you go or a residue of their spirit. A soul tie can be both Godly or ungodly, if its within marriage it can be Godly or if the bond is with a parent or a child which is normal to have such a strong bond then it is Godly. A soul tie becomes ungodly when it’s a bond formed outside of the covering and ordained will of God which binds us to people and places not ordained by God. The effects of a Godly soul tie is positive whilst an Ungodly soul tie is negative. In marriage when we engage in sexual intimacy with our spouse, the soul bond and intimacy we establish is holy and strengthens our marriage bond. Outside of marriage a soul tie with a person or people we slept with before marriage can be very destructive in marriage.

I am always fascinated with just how strong covenants are, having sex with someone who is not your spouse forms a covenant and soul tie with them. In the days of old the covenant of marriage was sealed through sexual intimacy between the new husband and wife. Under the old testament a covenant with God was sealed through blood sacrifice of animals, under the new covenant, the covenant is sealed through the blood of Christ. Occultists seal their covenants through animal and sometimes human sacrifice. Every covenant needs blood for it to be sealed. The marriage covenant Is not any different. When a woman and a man are virgins, on their first wedding night, the woman’s hymen is broken and the blood that comes from the bride is what seals the marriage covenant forming the bond of the marriage. The beauty of just how intentional our heavenly father is with everything is just amazing and incredible.

In our generation God still work in the same way and still asks for purity but we live in a fallen world where many of us were not virgins on our wedding night. This means that by the time we marry, we already have established bonds and soul ties with people who long moved on with their lives whom we no longer are physically connected to but are still spiritually connected to. This can create a void between husband and wife to truly bond in their marriage until those bonds are broken. It is important to confess this sin to each other as husband and wife and to come before God and to ask him to severe each and every soul tie and to restore the purity and glue that weas once dispersed to another so that it can be
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used for your spouse. Ask your spouse’s forgiveness for not knowing any better at the time and ask God to release you from the unGodly bond.

The issue of purity is so important to the point that when Joseph found out that his wife Mary was pregnant, he was ready to put her away privately assuming that she had been impure and it was an angel from heaven that had to release him from his conviction to let him know that what she was carrying inside her was of God. Dr Bruce Wilkinson from the Biblical portrait of marriage states that it’s almost as if God gives us a certain amount of glue when we are born reserved for just our spouse for when the time to marry comes and if we may have been immoral, we lost bits of our glue as we stuck or cleaved to another person or people that were not our spouses. we may find that we have spiritually cleaved (devakut) to other people that when we left them parts of ourselves were left with them and part of them had been left with us. This is not to condemn anyone but rather it is to teach and to bring back holiness as the standard of God’s holiness back into our communities. It is the will of God for us to raise a Godly seed and generation, an offspring that carries his full manifested glory.

The holiness of a man’s seed Is very important. It is the very reason why Christ had to be conceived of the Holy Ghost because if he was to be offered as a sacrifice to Jehovah, He had to be a holy offering for humanity. If he had been conceived of human seed, it would mean that he would have the seed of Adam inside of him which would have carried the curse of Adam so for him to be holy, He could not come from Adam’s seed because he was coming to break the very curse of Adam’s seed and could therefore not be of it. Husbands a head of their families are called into purity and holy living because that which they bring back home to plant into their marital bed bears fruit for the next coming generation. The women are called to live in holiness until they marry and even in marriage to live in holiness which means to be set apart for the full use and glory of God.

When a man and wife have been exposed to other sexual partners, it becomes harder for them to receive the full benefits of cleaving without deliverance. The challenge Is often not obvious to the natural eye until deliverance takes place. Sometime the one spouse is still emotionally bruised from past lovers and is bringing that trauma into the marriage without even being aware of it. This is why the book of Proverbs warns against a man awakening a woman’s love until he is willing to fulfill the responsibilities that come with awakening such love.

A lot of women come into marriage with past hurts and traumas from past lovers that their husbands have to tiptoe around that trauma that God never designed to be present for our spouses to overcome if we had just waited, unfortunately many of us discover this when we can no longer go back to save ourselves for marriage. Couples that did wait for each other do not experience intimacy issues to the level that couples that were immoral beforehand do and because of the foundation already established in marriage, couples that did wait are also less likely stray during the course of marriage.

In a perfect world with perfect people and perfect marriages, things would be done according to the book but I have learnt through experience, through myself and through people that God often meets us where we have terribly messed up when we did not heed
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his instruction. The danger with adultery or porn addiction is that the glue that God had reserved for one to share with their spouse ends up being used somewhere else. In the case of adultery the bond is now formed with this other person which means that little by little detachment to your actual spouse becomes inevitable as you form a new bond with someone else. Little things begin to irritate you about your spouse and this is because another spirit has entered in. Porn is just as bad and is in the same category and has the same effects as adultery.

It is important therefore for the adulterer to genuinely repent first and foremost and to cut out all connection with the involved party. The adulterer must be willing to be accountable as the journey to healing will be a long one. Couples that have gone through infidelity go through what is called posttraumatic stress disorder and the counseling of that trauma is very important. Adultery Is a very serious act and couples that need this specific healing need to be handled with serious care as some marriages never fully recover. A marriage going through healing of adultery goes through the same emotions and cycles as those dealing with the same traumas of those grieving the pain and loss of a close loved one through death. It is not enough to say to this couple that they should just forgive and move on. The victim will need to learn to be able to handle triggers related with the traumas of adultery whilst the offending party will need to learn to pave a way forward of a new life that involves full discloser for every little detail of their life until the trust is established.

There is healing for every person and marriage that did not do things by the book. Repent and make a choice today to do things right moving forward. If you may need deliverance here is a short prayer you can say with and to your spouse.

Firstly, ask for your spouse’s forgiveness for not waiting on them to be married or ask for their forgiveness if you may have been unfaithful in the marriage. If they are not yet aware of this unfaithfulness, it is best to do this before a pastor or a Christian counselor. It is very important once again to disclose everything and then to allow your spouse time to process this new information before saying a prayer. Everything of God must be brought into the light and then say this prayer:


Father in the mighty name of Jesus we come to you today to ask for your forgiveness, cleansing and healing power in our marriages. We ask that you severe any ungodly soul ties or demonic bonds or spirits tying us to any of our past lovers or any spirits that were attached to that specific person. Father we repent for having committed fornication with (name of person) and wash me in the blood of Jesus from anything still connecting me to this person. Purify us oh Lord and renew in us the youth of an eagle and restore to us the years that the enemy stole from us when we were not aware of what we were doing. Lord may you restore the glue that has been lost in our marriage, heal the trauma of past rejection, hurts, disappointment, betrayal and may you strengthen our marriage covenant and our love for each other and restore full faith and trust in each other in Jesus’ name we pray amen.
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CHAPTER 5
HEALING FROM THE EFFECTS OF ADULTERY.

(financial impact of adultery, blessing of God being withheld, healing and cleaving being withheld) the signs of adultery with blessing being removed. demystifying the culture that has normalized this. Destinies of men stolen. broken generations, lost dreams.

PROVERBS 7

OUR STORY

· This will be one of the most intimate and sacred chapter of the book and of our story but it is very important that we go this deep because it would be a serious disservice to our ministry if we were not honest with where we come from and just how far God has truly redeemed us from our mess. My husband and I have always been very close, I strongly believe that very few people have been blessed with where we are at however that being said I have always communicated to my husband before we married that the deal breaker for me would be infidelity. I could always endure anything and everything our marriage life would throw at us but infidelity was not going to be one of the things I was going to hang around for. I have always been a big believer in overcoming challenges and obstacles that will lead us to a fruitful life of progress but unnecessary self-inflicted obstacles and pain are simp201self sabotage. If there is no enemy within, the enemy outside of us will do us no harm. Why sink the ship that carries you.

2017 was the toughest year of our marriage life. Our marriage went through adultery. The pain both my husband aandni went through as a result I wouldn't wish on any family. Adultery hurts both the offended and the offender, it has its cost and it has costed the livelihood of many families, children and marriages. It is no joke, it is the devils weapon against healthy functioning families. Please allow me to share the full story of what caused it.

I had just been born again, had left being a traditional healer after I had my very personal encounter with Christ. My husband was never really big in ancestral worship but he had supported my decision to be trained and practise as a traditional healer not knowing that the altar I was bringing into our home would create such spiritual chaos. In 2016 I had a life changing encounter with the Lord that led me to come out as a traditional healer and to be born again. The Lord led me top Israel to be baptized delivered and set free. During those months of massive transformation, I didn’t know who I was, what I thought I knew with who I was spiritually was Shifting daily and the old me no longer existed.

All I knew during that time is the instruction that the Lord was giving me daily. I was at His mercy for every little decision. My husband and I could no longer relate to each other, we were both living separate lives. The more I started to testify for Jesus, the more spiritual attacks I encountered but the lord showed me that he was faithful was with me in the midst of everything. That year I lost old friends as I completely could no longer relate to my old circle. I was living a life of being separated away from everyone and everything that I knew and all I had was the Lord. My husband did not believe in what I believed in, of course he knew there was a God but He didn’t believe in Jesus or Christianity. A part of Him thought I was going through an episode of confusion because the change happened suddenly, faster than even I myself could comprehend. We were not seeing eye to eye with everything and our lives became separate and very fast.

I wanted to pray with Him whilst he was not about to play pretend or force matters by praying with me or joining into my confusion as he thought at the time. According to Him what amazed Him is how everything I had shared with Him about what God told me He would do for us, would actually happen. He did not have the full understanding of how and why certain miracles came into our lives because He didn't understand what God was doing and frankly neither did I.
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I remember this one day as I was testifying more and more about Jesus, the enemy said to me that because I was exposing everything about his kingdom, He was going to come for my marriage. This was no coincidence and nothing new to me as I was expecting retaliation from the enemy. Satan knew that if my marriage fell apart, that everything else would follow including the ministry to share my story, would also come tumbling down. 

The pain and healing process we went through  was unfathomable. My husband found the Lord himself and it was when this happened, the Lord asked Him to confess to me so that He could fully heal and deliver our marriage from the stains of the past. I remember that day before confessing to me, I had a vision of him bending his knee before me bringing me a rose and the word of the Lord saying to me “ forgive him.”
This vision came before he even confessed to me because the Lord wanted to prepare my heart for what was to come.

The confession hit me like a ton of bricks. I had already been having visions of the fact the something was not quite right in my marriage and the enemy was tormenting me with these visions and at the same time God was working on my husband's heart to Confess to me. Satan wanted to expose my husband prematurely before He even confessed but God wanted to expose what had happened to heal and rebuild our marriage.

Days leading to the confession, I had asked God why did his hand of favour appear to have disappeared from us. I had been praying and fasting not knowing what was causing blessings to be withheld from us and I knew well enough  that when blessings are withheld, that there is usually an open gate of sin that the enemy uses to steal what belongs to us. I had been asking God what did we need to repent of so that He could move like he used to before. To answer my prayer the Lord was probing my husband to confess to me.

The day he finally did. A big contract he had lost,suddenly contacted him to want to restore him again.  It was like a miracle,30 mins after the confession, the email came through. This was a confirmation from God that He wanted to heal our house but that my husband and I were not living in righteousness before him because there was hidden secrets and sin. Was my husband still still in iniquity? No, he was no longer in iniquity but he had not come clean before me and until that confession was done, God could not heal us. If my people who are called by name will humble themselves and pray turn from their wicked ways then I will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14. I cannot emphasize how many blessings and inheritances that haave been stolen from many families in the spirit realm because of infidelity.

Nothing steals favour, destiny and blessings like adultery does in a marriage. Why sink your own ship? It took us a year to heal and another where I could fully trust my husband. The marriage and trust we have now is better than the marriage we had before because now it is built on Christ. That being said my husband genuinely repented and was willing to do everything to make it right. God restored our marriage to an even greater glory and now we minister to other couples going through the same thing.

The offending party must be willing to repent, be transparent with the offended party to heal the marriage. Unfortunately adultery is not a case of forgive and forget, it doesn't work like that, trust and accountability has to be rebuilt to prevent repetitions of the same behavior. True repentance is displayed by the offending party willing to do whatever it takes to make things right again. If the offending party refuses to share his pins and phone passwords but implies thee offended party should just forgive and forget, you are dealing with a manipulative person who has not repented. The choice is your on how you can manoevre forward but the bible does give you consent to move into  separation. God can heal every marriage where both parties have repented but if there is no repentance, you are allowed to cut your losses.

How do we even go into details with this one? The amount of damage and destruction of generations that adultery has caused is astronomical. It is one of the leading challenges in marriages and has led to many divorces. We live in a culture and era where adultery is glorified and this is by the enemy’s design. We are living in an era where media is shaping a lot of the culture and the amount of damage we have to undo as a ministry is a bit appalling. If we were to do a study on the amount of depression, suicide that adultery on its own has caused, we would all realise that it is no joke and that an urgent ministry regarding this needs to be conducted.

The topic is very taboo but studies have shown that at least 9 out of every 10 marriages have experienced some form of infidelity whether emotional or crossing boundaries to full blown adultery. It would further be interesting to conduct a study on how many children today are seeing psychologists or counselors because they need to heal from the effects of marriages that fell apart because of adultery.

We are a generation that seeks instant gratification and we call this instant gratification happiness. Many marriages have fallen apart because of the need for this constant fix that we call happiness until it no longer satisfies us and then we need to move onto something else. Studies have shown that committing adultery has the same impact that cocaine does. Adultery is almost like a drug that provides one a temporary high whilst leading to destruction.

I come from a culture where before I used to be born again, I used to be a traditional doctor. The amount of curses and spells that were projected onto wives because of their cheating spouses was just shocking. Husbands being exposed to spells and bringing them back home because of adultery was forming close to 50% of the problems within my consultation as a traditional healer back then. The danger of it all is that the enemy often uses the most attractive of women who are secret witches. I have witnessed husbands lose close to everything because of these women. It is very unfair your spouse to be the object of spiritual attack because of a mistress desiring to be the main women.

Witchcraft and its practice is not that taboo in Africa with 80% of South Africans still seeing traditional healers. I have seen wives miscarry pregnancies as a result of such spiritual attacks so I plead with heads to be honorable in all of their dealings in turn this does not only protect themselves against God’s judgement and preserve one’s marriage but it is also the preservation of a godly generation and preservation of destinies. Honor those whom the Lord has entrusted you with. If a head is struggling in this area, we do advise him to surround himself with Godly
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men who can help him in this area. Fidelity to your spouse is a must and shows character and self -control. A man who is  governed by lust has no control over his life and has zero control of consequences attached to such sin. I have sadly seen many men fall because of adultery. When the spirit of adultery creeps into a house, it comes to steal, kill and destroy. I have seen many businesses fall because of such a spirit. This spirit leads to poverty because it removes the blessing of God from one’s life. Often some men have never learnt to navigate success and the very  financial blessing  from God opens doors to lusts and temptation, that if he doesn’t resist, ends up sweeping his entire house clean from every blessing from above.  If there is no enemy within, the enemy outside can do us no harm. The devil can only tempt us but we are the ones who act out the sin. Though we have the power to choose our sin, what we do not realise is that we cannot choose the consequences of sin or the ripple negative effect it will have on our lives and on the lives of our loved ones.

I have seen many go on to commit adultery with no repentance, no turning away from that sin and as a result, God allowed the enemy to strip them down from their glory right to their underwear. Many gifted men used by God fell as a result of adultery,  Take heed that you do not become one of them.

Proverbs 7

My son keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. Keep my commandments and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart. Say unto wisdom, thou art my sister and call understanding thy kinswoman. That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words. For at the window of my house i looked through my casement, and beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding. Passing through the street near her corner and he went the way to her house, in the twilight,in the evening,in the black and dark night. And behold there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot and subtil of heart. (she is loud and stubborn, her feet abide not in her house: now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.) So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him, i have peace offerings with me; this day have I paid my vows.Therefore came i forth to meet thee diligently to seek thy face, and i have found thee. I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves. For the goodman is not at home, he is gone on a long journey. He hath taken a bag of money with him,and will come home at the day appointed. With her much fair speech she caused him to yield,with the flattering of her lips she forced him. He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth top the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; Till a dart strike through his liver; as a birth hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

The ministry of the strange woman is one that is very massive because it is the main problem that has assassinated many marriages and killed God’s plan for marriage and for a healthy thriving family whilst severely breaking trust. We need a brotherhood that will rise up against immorality to teach this wayward nation about what faithfulness, commitment, love and fear of God looks like.
The devil has been using Media to influence the culture into promiscuity and adultery. Media has been intentionally shaping the culture by teaching men that the strange woman is the one to be lusted for whilst teaching young women to emulate her by dressing like her, being seductive and charming like her all in the name to win over great men’s destiny and to allure men. The strange women is after the destiny of great men, a mediocre man she will not chase, she is driven by power like how Delilah was attracted to Samson’s power to bring him down to her death chambers and yet many young and grown men still do not see the trap for what it is. The strange woman is a spirit that the enemy uses to bring down many men, families, businesses and ministries. The enemy has used top international female artists to shape the culture and bring this Jezebel spirit to this generation. She is a seductress and a sex Goddess, men want to be with Her whilst young women want to emulate her. 

She has led many young women to feel like they are not beautiful enough, has led many to an obsessive compulsion to look perfect and has led many to falsely believe that if they are not sexy enough that they need to go for surgery to be more sexually appealing. Women are willing to go as far as to risk their lives to emulate the strange woman and many have lost their lives after going to the black market to get cheap surgery to look the part that many men would lust after. The strange woman has many of our young woman being half naked on social media as she wins the lust of admiration of many men using women who are actually in need of fathers.

We are a deeply ill generation that has not recognised that we are ill. The idealogy of the strange woman has led men to be married to the biblical woman and yet lust after the strange woman. Her outward beauty is very attractive but inside she is highly venomous, poisoning and taking captive the minds of many foolish men who can’t escape her bosom. Alot of men have sacrificed their entire families at the altar of their own personal pleasure.

The value of a woman is determined by her outside beauty, the size of her butt and small waistline and the closer she emulates the strange woman by oozing sexual appeal, the more beautiful a man deems her to be. It’s very important for us to understand how we got to where we are at today as an adulterous and perverse generation. The enemy has been intentional and strategic with changing the identity of many women to resemble the image of Jezebel by perverting the original identity of the woman. Many men have built an appetite that can never be satisfied for the strange woman whilst many beautiful women of God have been deemed boring and not enticing enough and we do not see  that God will never end you a woman who will appease an appetite that God did not place in you to begin with but God wants to heal you from the seeds and false ideologies that the enemy has planted in your spirit. He wants to make you new again and a truly Holy woman will never be able to fill you with the appetite of the lust for the strange woman. A holy woman is not to emulate the characteristics of a prostitute but a defiled woman can fill that role very well, so many men have a choice to choose if they are searching for Delilah or for Esther.

The book of Proverbs states what God’s image of an honorable woman looks like, a woman worthy to be emulated and worthy of praise which is the exact opposite of the strange woman. 

Proverbs 31:30
Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting but a woman who fears the Lord is to be Praised.

For women who have emulated the strange woman not knowing better, you are called to repent. The men who have lusted after her preventing them from enjoying their covenant wives should also repent. Let us return back to our God given identities and let’s pray to lust after the things that God lusts for and to detests the things that God detests. We were all born into this perverse culture and we are now called to renew our minds by transforming our thinking to be more  like Christ. Do not be shy to reach out to Godly men and women to pray over you to help deliver you from the wiles of this spirit. It will heal your marriage like you won’t believe. Let us raise Godly children who can emulate and look up to being a Godly woman. Let us repent from allowing the enemy to deceive and trap us into his ways.

Prayer:
Father in the name of Jesus, we ask you for forgiveness for getting it all wrong. Please restore our image and thinking to be more like you, Father i ask for your forgiveness for committing fornication/ adultery against my covenant spouse. I pray for restoration in my marriage and I pray that you create in me a clean heart and renew in me a steadfast spirit (psalm 51)May I only lust  for my covenant wife/ Husband as you have created it to be. Father I ask for your help to deliver me from the lusts of the flesh and my past life and to set me free from all soul ties of past lovers that may be creating a blockage in my marriage from me enjoying my covenant spouse. Father I pray that my wife/husband and I grow closer in sexual intimacy in Jesus’ name I pray Amen.  



CHAPTER 6
HEADSHIP & LOVE: THE ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE HUSBAND

Marital roles are a source of contention and confusion because we often learn what the role of a husband and wife is either through our culture, traditions, socialization or rely on our individual capabilities to define our roles rather than seeking God’s direction. It necessary that we seek His direction in understanding our role within marriage as He is ultimately  the originator and sustainer of the covenant of marriage.

In the first seven years of our marriage, I thought I knew what the role of the husband is; however my own knowledge, opinions and experience almost destroyed our marriage. It took me seven years to realise that being smart in my own eyes was not serving me in my marriage. I have since learned the wisdom that marriage works 100% of the time when we do it God’s way. The roles of Head and Helper in accordance with biblical teaching are often misunderstood due to our human need to define roles in terms of rank & value rather than function. In marriage, the husband and the wife are of equal value but they are different in their function. It is important to establish this principle upfront because God’s command was in Genesis 1: 26 - 28 “26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”



The scripture above highlights in clear terms that men and women are equal in value. Both have been made in the image and likeness of God. When a man and woman get married, the Lord gives the command to both of them to have dominion, to subdue the earth, to be fruitful and multiply. And it is in the context of marriage that the roles of Head & Helper  come into function. 
Boyfriends are not the head of their girlfriends; that is an honour and duty only bestowed upon a husband. That is, a man that has made a vow to his wife for lifelong relationship, fidelity and loyalty until death. It is unfortunate that in our culture; marriage is undermined and reduced to a contract that resembles a business contract. That cheapens and treats as common the institution which is at its core a covenant, not a contract. It is a sacrificial, permanent relationship that is recognised and sealed by the Lord Himself until the death of your natural lives.  “In a covenant, I surrender my rights and assume the responsibilities in service of my wife. In a contract, I protect my rights and limit my responsibilities.” This has been a profound insight from an amazing teacher of biblical marriage, Jimmy  Evans.  A contract  is about self-preservation, a covenant is about sacrifice & self-less giving. Becoming a husband therefore is a monumental decision given the magnitude of the responsibility of how husbands are called to love their wives. God’s requirement on how husbands need to love their wives, puts a demand on husbands that they need to be physically prepared to lay down their lives to protect, honour and love their wives. The biblical role of headship then is a serious role, an honourable one and a sacrificial one.


God’s divine order & plans for marriage:

God as witnessed in the bible is a God of order. And this order is explained in the book of Ephesians 5 as follows: “ 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

By God’s design, the husband is the head of the wife and he is commanded to lovingly exercise his delegated authority to protect, provide and take care of his wife and family. I have learned in the past few years that to honour the role of a husband is only possible once you realise that marriage requires you to move your loyalty away from your parents, siblings and friends to your wife first. The internal conflicts in my heart and relational conflicts with my wife arose out of my inability to know where my loyalty needed to be first above all others. This was a hard one for me.

Misplaced loyalty; a stumbling block to fulfilling your role as Head:

How I eventually resolved the conflict of loyalty within myself was through thinking back to incidents that I witnessed as a child and how my heart responded to those situations. Particularly I recalled a dispute that happened between my mother and my aunts who were my father’s older sisters. At the time, my mother and my father were a young couple and parents. They had me when my mother was 18 years old and my father was 21. Being that they were still getting started in life; my father had invited my mother to come live with him in an outside room at his parent’s house. Inevitably a dispute arose on one of the days and I cannot recall what it was about exactly but I remember my mother having an emotional verbal exchange with one of my aunts. I don’t even recall how it was eventually resolved but a thought I had (now that I am older and am a husband) was… Reflecting on that incident; as a young boy; would I respect my father more if he stood with his sisters against my mother or if he stood with my mother against his sisters. I arrived at a conclusion that the most loving act and one that I would most respect would have been to see my father standing boldly and unapologetically by my mother’s side.  Something in that imagined scenario freed me and lifted a veil on my clouded thinking. It was on that day that I had a conviction to change my heart and cross an invisible but very real boundary line of loyalty from my parents and siblings to choosing to be loyal to my wife first above all others… Even when in disagreement with her approach or opinion. It’s important to note that that decision still required a process of growth to learn to turn my heart towards my wife and have loyalty to her above all others. Loyalty is the catalyst that sparks and enables a stronger bond of cleaving to each other as husband and wife and it liberates both husband and wife to fully step into their new primary roles as head and helper. Having loyalty to your spouse first enables them to know that they are safe with you.

What are the functions of the husband as the head of his wife?

There are 5 major functions to highlight and expand on regarding what is expected of a husband as the head of his wife from a biblical perspective and they are as follows:

1. 5He Rules (Leads and Stand before): Ephesians 5:23 states, "For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church." 1 Timothy 3: 2 - 5 “2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full[a] respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?)”
2. He Provides (Plans before to ensure the family’s finances are met): 1 Timothy 5: 8 “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.” 
3. He Takes care of ( uses foresight to meet the needs of others): Luke 10: 34 - 35 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,[a] telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’
In Ephesians 5:29, 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church” husbands are encouraged to "nourish and cherish" their wives, just as Christ does for the church. This implies providing emotional and physical support, as well as caring for the well-being of the spouse.
a. Consideration of Needs & cultivating: Husbands are required to be attentive to the needs of their wives. This includes both physical and emotional needs, and a husband is encouraged to provide for and support his wife in all aspects of life.
4. He Loves & Honours : Colossians 3:19 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.” instructs husbands to not be harsh with their wives but to love them and not treat them with bitterness. This emphasizes the importance of respecting and honoring one's wife, treating her with kindness and consideration.
5. He takes Spiritual Leadership: Husbands are responsible for the spiritual well-being of the family. This includes leading in prayer, providing spiritual guidance, and setting an example of faithfulness.




1. He Rules (Leads & stands before):
The role of the husband in a marriage is to be the Head of his wife.  Ephesians 5:23 states, "For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church." The man was created by God to lead and the primary place where he learns this is in marriage over how he leads and takes care of his wife and family.  This does not mean that women cannot lead but it means that within the context of marriage, God’s divine order is that the man should be a leader over his wife. It is not a role that we earn; it is a role that we are given. Whereas in the marketplace we earn our roles by competence; in marriage our roles are defined by our gender. The only other role I am aware of that is defined by gender biblically is the role of a pastor or bishop (one who has responsibility to oversee God’s church). These definitions and limitations placed on these roles by gender is  creational (i.e. by God’s order) not patriarchal.
A man who is a noble ruler over his wife and family is one who stands before the family. This means he is upfront. Nothing harmful comes to his family without going through him first. The husband leads lovingly ensuring that he shields and protects his family physically, emotionally and spiritually.
(i) To Rule
To rule from a biblical understanding means to stand before, to lead, to preside over and protect. The way we have come to understand the concept of  “rulership” within our modern culture has been corrupted; the call for a husband to rule over his wife is actually self-less and sacrificial. Think of a head that rules correctly not as one who exercises undue power over his wife but rather a husband who stands in front of his wife and children and takes the full responsibility to lead and protect them. Nothing comes to his family without passing through him. This is a husband that ensures that his family is protected physically, financially, emotionally, spiritually and in reference to relationships. This means that if there are any individuals (extended family included) who are not supportive and good towards your marriage; you ensure that you protect your wife and children from them. You set up and maintain boundaries for all to understand that to dishonour or hurt your wife; is to dishonour and hurt you directly. When you rule in that way over your household; how difficult do you presume it will be for those in your household to submit to your leadership?
The book of 1 Timothy 3: 4 -5 states that a bishop must be “4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?);” This scripture describes the model of a head who rules his own house  well; For what he exercises in his own house, he needs to exercise and steward over the church of God.

2. He provides (Plans before to ensure the family’s finances are met)
A good husband is called by God to provide for his wife and his children. This is a serious responsibility and an honourable one. God Gives the husband the primary responsibility to ensure that his household is provided for; that is, “to plan before” to ensure that the family is provided for financially. This does not mean that the wife cannot work (she can) however, the role of head requires husbands to settle it in their hearts that meeting the financial needs of the family is their primary responsibility. To not meet this responsibility is a serious offense in the sight of God and can cost your salvation. This is not my opinion but rather a conclusion I reach when looking at the book of 1 Timothy 5: 8 as it states; “8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
In our current society and culture couples are often needing to both have jobs or careers to ensure that they stay afloat, the cost and standards of living have risen significantly. There are times when the husband may be without a job due to retrenchments or lack of opportunities. During those periods, it does not mean that your role and authority disappears as a husband; No, it means however that you need to do everything in your strength to find and make means to support your family the best you can.  There was a period in my marriage where I was doing freelance work in the years from 2014 to 2017 and had to learn the hard way that there is a difference between invoices and actual cash in the bank. Freelance work meant I often had to wait 30, 60, 90 or even 120 days before invoices were paid out and that was a difficult period in our lives. My wife had work that she was doing and her  job did not pay her enough to cover all our household requirements. But she was paid reliably and enough to ensure that we would at least have food in the house, petrol to get around and cater to the needs of our son who was a baby at the time. Reflecting back to that period; what I appreciate is that when going through those struggles, my wife came alongside me. There was never a moment where she made me feel like a failure through those tough financial challenges. And I mean it was tough… at some point we were 3 months behind on our rent, around 6 months behind on car payments and the overall experience and stress of it was just awful. But she was there to support, to encourage and do her part as best she could. It was during those years that I found a deeper level of respect, appreciation & trust for my wife. The lesson being that in hard times, it matters how you treat each other. Seasons will come and go but words said out of frustration, anger or panic in a moment can inflict a wound in your spouse that may take years to heal from long after the difficult season has passed; so be mindful that during hard times you “Above all else, guard your heart,   for everything you do flows from it.” Proverbs 4: 23
Leadership means having a vision for your family. What  quality of life do you desire for your wife and your children? Where do you desire to live, the quality of education for your children? How will your family contribute and take care of others less fortunate beyond your inner circle as a family? The head then has a vision and plans before for his family.

3. He takes care of (uses foresight to meet the needs of others):
How do you determine how good of a husband you are….? It is by who your wife has become as a result of marrying you. Understand this and you begin to understand the call of a husband to take care of, to nourish, cherish and cultivate your wife.  
In Ephesians it reads 5:29, For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. The church is the bride of Christ and thus Jesus gives direction here that husbands are  to "nourish and cherish" their wives, just as Christ does for the church. This means  providing emotional and physical support, as well as caring for the well-being of your wife. As a husband I am to think about the needs of my wife and provide for them. Does she need rest or a holiday, does she need to get her hair done? Her nails? Does she need new underwear or clothes? Does she require intimate time with me on a date night or holiday? It is for me to be attentive and demonstrate that level of care to my wife. 
Husbands are required to be attentive to the needs of their wives. This includes physical, emotional and spiritual needs; and a husband is encouraged to provide for and support his wife in all aspects of life. I had the privilege of watching a sermon by the late Dr Myles Munroe on the teaching of how to cultivate your wife. He was an incredible teacher. In his teaching he explained to cultivate is to bring out the best in everything that is around you. 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. (Genesis 2:15). The man is thus called to maximise everything that is around him and to be fruitful. In the Garden of Eden; the man’s responsibility therefore was to bring out the best, take care of and cultivate all that the Lord had enstrusted to him. The male was created by God to create what he wants therefore; we are called to receive the woman that the Lord has created for us and cultivate her into the woman that we desire. It is for us to treat her as precious, to protect her as a hen protects her eggs, to praise your wife in order to instill confidence in herself and then see her become radiant as a result of how you have cultivated her as her husband.
 A husband is called to be the leader in the marriage, providing guidance, protection, and spiritual direction.
4. He Loves & Honours:
In Ephesians 5:25, the command is; “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,”. This is the love that husbands are called to demonstrate to their wives; it’s not an emotion.  It is important to understand that there are different types of love. The Greek language does a great job in distinguishing between different types of love and I will list only 4 below which are relevant to the subject of this book:

1) Phileo : This is the love of deep friendship and camaraderie. It's a mutual affection between friends, often based on shared values, interests, and experiences. It is a love of companionship and camaraderie. That is, brotherly love.
2) Storge : This is a type of familial love, particularly the natural affection and attachment that exists between parents and children, and sometimes between siblings.
3) Eros : Eros refers to passionate or romantic love, often associated with desire and longing. It's the type of love that can be present in a romantic or sexual relationship.
4) Agape : Agape is  considered the highest form of love. It is unconditional, selfless love that seeks the best for the other person. It is the type of love that God has for humanity and that Christians are called to have for one another and for unbelievers . Agape is not a feeling but an action towards the good of another regardless of how you feel about them.

When husbands are commanded to love their wives, the command always refers to the word Agape. Feelings come and go, romance goes through hot, cold and lukewarm seasons. It is our fickle nature as human beings that our feelings and emotions are influenced by situations, conditions and circumstances; however, the love that a husband is required to demonstrate is not based on feelings but a conscious choice. You can choose to love your wife and be willing to lay down your life for her even when you may not like her at that moment. To Agape my wife means that I make a deliberate choice in my heart that I will act towards her wellbeing and benefit at all times regardless of how I may feel.

Learning this wisdom from the bible causes one to reflect and realise that when you better understand God’s heart, when you better understand how you are called to love your wife as intended by the Father; then you cannot say that “I have fallen out of love with my wife.” That is not possible when you Agape your wife. The practical application of this love is demonstrated in the following scripture: 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:43 - 45)

This is a practical illustration and command because the Lord does not expect a person to have warm fuzzy feelings toward their enemy but Lord Jesus was saying we need to act towards the wellbeing and benefit of our enemies. To agape them. As a husband therefore you are called to agape your wife; to act (i.e. to do all you can) for her benefit and wellbeing. You can always choose to do so; even when you may not feel like it. It is that love that provides an unbreakable bond in a marriage. It is that love which makes a husband to provide for, to protect and plan before for his wife’s and family’s needs. This is not the shallow and fleeting love that is often displayed on TV movies & social media; the type of love of sparks and butterflies that gets paraded in order to receive the envy of others… No; to agape is not sexy, it’s not exciting, it isn’t even romantic but it is the bond that will hold a marriage till death and the glue that gives security and assurance to children in a marriage that although mom and dad may have their challenges; we know that they will always do the best thing for us as a family and they will always choose to love each other and do good for one another.

To further deepen our understanding of how a husband can demonstrate this Agape love in practical, everyday actions, we can turn to the insights provided by Dr. Gary Chapman in his book, "The 5 Love Languages." These love languages offer a tangible way to express unconditional love, ensuring that the love felt by one’s spouse is both perceived and experienced deeply. By integrating these love languages into the practice of Agape love, a husband can effectively meet his wife's emotional needs and strengthen the marital bond.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vpia9tl7kpd4]The 5 Love Languages:
1. Words of Affirmation: Words hold immense power. For many, hearing words of encouragement, praise, and appreciation can significantly boost their emotional wellbeing. When a husband speaks kindly, offers compliments, and reassures his wife of her value and beauty, he is not merely uttering words; he is choosing to affirm her worth and reinforce her self-esteem. In this way, Agape love is manifested through verbal expressions that build up and cherish one's spouse.
2. Acts of Service: Actions often speak louder than words. When a husband willingly helps with chores, runs errands, or takes on responsibilities to ease his wife's burden, he is demonstrating his love through service. These selfless acts reflect a heart that prioritizes the needs and wellbeing of his wife. Agape love in this context is about taking the initiative to serve, reflecting Christ's selfless service to humanity.
3. Receiving Gifts: Gift-giving is a universal way to express love and appreciation. A thoughtfully chosen gift can be a powerful expression of love, showing that the giver has been thinking of the recipient and values their happiness. When a husband gives his wife gifts, whether small tokens or significant presents, he is symbolizing his love and thoughtfulness. In Agape love, the value of the gift lies not in its monetary worth but in the love and thought behind it.
4. Quality Time: Quality time involves giving someone your undivided attention. When a husband spends quality time with his wife, engaging in meaningful conversations, shared activities, or simply enjoying each other’s presence, he is building a deeper connection. Agape love is about being present and attentive, creating memories, and fostering a bond that transcends the mundane routines of life.
5. Physical Touch: Physical touch can convey love, comfort, and security. Whether through holding hands, hugging, or a gentle touch, these physical gestures communicate affection and care. For a husband, demonstrating love through physical touch can provide reassurance and a sense of safety for his wife. In the context of Agape love, it is about using touch to comfort, protect, and show consistent affection.
It’s important that you identify and ask your wife to rank in order of importance; which of these love languages best speak to her. By understanding and applying these love languages, a husband can tailor his expressions of love to meet his wife's specific emotional needs. This approach ensures that his love is felt deeply and personally, fostering a strong and resilient marriage.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gkwiw3yigi8k]Practical Integration of the 5 Love Languages in Marriage:
Words of Affirmation:
· Regularly tell your wife you love her and appreciate her.
· Compliment her in front of others.
· Write her love notes or send thoughtful messages throughout the day.
Acts of Service:
· Help with household chores without being asked.
· Take care of the kids to give her some personal time.
· Plan and prepare a special meal for her.
Receiving Gifts:
· Surprise her with her favorite flowers or a small gift just because.
· Pay attention to things she mentions wanting or needing and surprise her with them.
· Create personalized gifts that hold sentimental value.
Quality Time:
· Schedule regular date nights without distractions.
· Engage in hobbies or activities you both enjoy.
· Make time for deep, uninterrupted conversations.
Physical Touch:
· Hold her hand during walks or while sitting together.
· Give her hugs and kisses daily.
· Offer comforting touches when she feels down or stressed.
By weaving these practices into daily life, a husband ensures his wife feels valued, cherished, and deeply loved. This not only fulfills the biblical call to Agape love but also creates a robust and nurturing marital relationship. Through the intentional use of the 5 Love Languages, the theoretical concept of Agape love becomes a lived reality, bringing harmony, joy, and enduring strength to the marriage.


5. He takes Spiritual Leadership:
Husbands are responsible for the spiritual well-being of the family. This includes leading in prayer, providing spiritual guidance, and setting an example of faithfulness. The role of head as a spiritual leader within his home is a responsibility that men in general seem to run away from. However, it is a critical role that a husband and father must fulfill to ensure the spiritual health and covering of his wife and family.
A husband is to be the priest of his wife. Ephesians 5 states:
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27 ESV)
This passage commands husbands to sanctify and cleanse their wives by washing them with the Word of God. There is a profound significance and romance in this scripture, particularly for the husband and wife relationship. When a husband takes care of his wife as God instructs and provides spiritual guidance and teaching, he witnesses his wife blossom and become even more precious to him.
Taking this responsibility seriously means husbands must dedicate themselves to studying scripture to gain godly wisdom and understanding. This enables them to be advisors, counselors, and teachers to their wives in times of need. The act of leading spiritually is not merely about holding authority but about serving and nurturing the family’s faith and relationship with God.
Likewise, fathers are to provide spiritual teaching and leadership for their children. Ephesians 6:4 states:
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4 ESV)
Additionally, Proverbs 22:6 teaches:
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6 KJV)
These scriptures emphasize the importance of fathers instilling spiritual discipline and knowledge in their children. It’s not just about correction but about nurturing a lifelong foundation of faith. Fathers must strive to be examples of godliness, integrity, and love, creating an environment where their children can grow spiritually and morally.
The role of a spiritual leader in the family is demanding but rewarding. It requires humility, dedication, and a deep relationship with God. By embracing this role, husbands and fathers contribute to building strong, faith-filled families that honor God and thrive in His grace.






 ( SANCTIFY HER  WITH THE WORD, CULTIVATE HER TO BE WHAT YOU WANT, PRIOTECT, PROVIDE, LEAD, BE HER PRIEST,SACRIFICE,SEX LIFE)


CHAPTER 7:
ROLE OF HELPER

Genesis 2:18
And the Lord God said, “it is not good for a man to be alone, I will make him a helper comparable to him.

The role of helper is a very unique and divine role that God has assigned to wives and yet so often, the role is grossly misunderstood, undermined and not taught well. Many feminists are not too keen on the notion that women are to be helpers of their husbands but this is because the role has been deeply misunderstood. Out of everything God could have called Eve, He chose the term helper to describe her role. What is the role of helper within marriage? When i think about the role of helper, i think about the Holy Spirit and how he is our helper. When truly understood, it truly is a divine role. God appointed wives to be of help to their husbands and often this role is limited to her doing household chores whereas it expands way more than just managing the house, looking after children and building the home. 

In the Garden of Eden God gives the commission for Adam to cultivate and manage the garden of Eden but because Adam could not do this alone as he was alone and his commission was big, God then appointed a helper to Adam who was going to help him build, have authority and dominion and to cultivate Eden but when the serpent deceived Adam and Eve, they lost authority over to the serpent because they sinned and broke their agreement with God which led to the curse of humanity. We are grateful that Christ restored everything that was lost in the garden of Eden and reconciled man back to God. We are now restored by Christ when we receive him as Lord and savior and we become like the original Adam and Eve when we remain in the will of God for us. We go on to bear fruit in the area where Christ has commissioned us.

The role of helper was created for Adam so that Eve can be of help to Adam in the building, managing and governing of Eden. The commission has not changed since the time of Eden, there is an Eden for every married couple that God has called for each family to cultivate and build to  expand the kingdom of heaven on earth. What vision has God given to you and your husband? Are you as the helper instrumental in helping your husband build the assignment? Your husband’s mission is not his mandate alone but is God’s mandate for the family. Submitting to this mission is not only submitting to your husband but it is submitting to God and for his will to be made fully manifest in your family. When the helper comes into full alignment with God’s mission for the family, we can then actively build and work together to fulfill the will of God in the earth and He becomes honored in our marriages.

I remember when i was newly married that i used to have my own ideas as a helper as to what i wanted to achieve not realising that most of my goals had very little to do with what God was calling me to do in my marriage. Sometimes my will clashed with the direction my husband felt he wanted to take, my husband was also not a believer at the time and neither was i which meant that even his own vision was carnal and not God’s vision . When there are two visions in the house, division becomes inevitable. When a husband is connected to God and he is aware of the vision God has given him, it becomes better for him to communicate this to his wife with clarity and it is so much  easier for any woman to follow and submit to a man with clear direction. Most women thrive where there is clarity in a vision. 

A confused inconsistent man is the hardest man to follow. I am not by any means putting pressure onto husbands but for submission to be fully effective, there needs to be a Godly vision and mission in place because unless God builds the house those who labour do so in vain (psalm 127) . I would deeply encourage any man to seek his mission from God so that He is better able to lead his family with clear direction.

The role of helper as defined by the bible, the woman is to be of help to the man primarily and to help him govern eden. Biblically whilst the head is commanded to provide, the helper is commanded to manage the household and everything connected to it. This does not mean that she achieves this by herself but like the Proverbs 31 wife,she has a team of her own that she manages to help her achieve this to help her build and manage a great family home environment. The Proverbs 31 woman is a great biblical model of a good,virtuous wife who is industrious, has her own business but whilst she takes on the full responsibility to manage the household and all of its affairs.

The role of the helper is to be the despot of the oikos which is a Greek biblical founded in Timothy to describe the role of helper as absolute ruler for the house and all its affairs including its decor and design interior and exterior.  

1
Matthew 5:23-24

Leadership and management for women is first demonstrated and learned in the home and can expand to the marketplace if the woman chooses to. The role of helper includes nurturing and raising children but when God created Eve, He created her to be of help to Adam so the main role of a wife is to be of help to her husbands to help him fulfill the commission that God has given to the couple. A part of this includes raising children and managing the home but the main part is to be of help and to support the husband by praying for him, encouraging him and through her God given intuition that she helps to steer her head in the right direction by helping him make better decisions. God has often given women great intuition to help them be of great help to their husbands to help them avoid potential pitfalls. A husband can often trust in his wife’s intuition.

God has gifted women with a stronger intuition than men to be of help to men in this area. Wives have a tendency to pick up on many subtle things that men often miss and her being a great manager and overseer helps her to organise her husband’s affairs diligently and better through her organizational skills and nurturing spirit. Men are stronger than women physically but women are stronger emotionally and are more in tune intuitively. Where Adam lacked in strength,God gave to Eve so that when they come together in unity, they could form a formidable team. When a married couple competes with one another, they are operating outside their sphere of authority. God created Adam and Eve to complement each other and not to compete with each other. A couple that has learned to compliment each other in their roles with harmony has learned to work together as a great team.

A couple that still fights against their God given roles seeing one role  as inferior or superior, is a couple that has not yet learnt to work together as a team, to build the marriage as whole. It is impossible to work in synchronicity as a team when we are caught up in the me versus you instead of the us. No role is more important or insignificant but every role is very important for the building and healthy functioning of the entire house. The roles may be different but the goal is one which is to build the marriage, family and vision that God has assigned to the couple.

Prayer:
Our heavenly Father we come to you as a couple today to ask for forgiveness where we have failed to work together as a couple in harmony. We ask for your forgiveness for the times we have fallen  short in our roles and for the times we have competed against each other when you have created us to compliment each other. Lord we ask for your help to move together as a couple and we askthat you help us to embrace the roles that you have delegated to us as husbands and wives in Jesus name we pray. Amen. 


CHAPTER 8
SUBMISSION AND FINANCES (UPPO TASSO)
Submission 

Ephesians 5: 22- 24

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.

I remember when I was a young girl not fully understanding the reason for  submission. I falsely assumed that God must have viewed women to be of lesser value than men and this is a very common misconception but when I studied Genesis deeply, I came to realise that this couldn't be any further from the truth.

God created Eve to be equal with Adam however because of our diversity in our roles, function and in our nature, God gave the headship role to Adam because Adam was created first and God made Him ruler and keeper of Eden and everything in it including Eve.

Eve was created to be Helper of Adam, this is why When the curse fell on Adam and Eve, God called out to Adam whom He had assigned as the overseer and keeper of Eden. Eve was taken from Adam so Adam is the first man whom God had called as the primary builder and as the person who was given the vision by God. 

Eve was to be of help to the vision. Many men and women  do not understand this. This is why the woman takes on her husband's surname because He is her covering and the one who takes over from her father to care for her and to provide and protect her. Just like there are men who refuse to accept their role as head and who fight tooth and nail against it and the notion of providing, there are also women who reject the helper role and the idea that they have to submit to any man.

This is why many marriages  do not last, as long as we do marriage our own way, heeding to our own wisdom, things cannot work because marriage was created to respond to God's wisdom and vision. 

God commands all wives to submit to their husbands. The Greek word for Submission is "Uppo Tasso" which means to arrange under. This simply means that the wife is called by God to "arrange under" her entire life and all matters rekating to her under the authority and leadership of her husband. 

When a woman has a head who has not learnt to lead like  Christ, it makes submission even more difficult, nonetheless the bible does not give us wives exceptions to submission such as you can only submit if you have a sober head. 

It is written that even when a wife is Married to an unbeliever,  that she must still submit to him with the hopes that He can be won over by her conduct. In the case where there may be abuse, crime or threaten of safety, the bible does allow for separation with the hope of future reconciliation when the abusive party repents. 

When a woman is coming from an abusive family or from a culture where she may have experienced abuse, Her view of submission  will be that of oppression or suppression but this is not the Godly biblical intention or view for submission but merely a wordly carnal view, rooted in no love but rather rooted in power play and unGodly domination. Godly submission frees us as wives to live in complete freedom when our husbands  have learnt to lead like Christ with Love and with gentleness. We don't have to be in control, we can rest under this leadership that allows for our soft, delicate nature to just be.

Women that struggle with submission are women that have had to learn to be in control most of the time, women that come from single mother households have their own journey to undergoto learn submission. 

There are many situations where there may have been an absence of Good, strong and present male leadership. This does often result in women that have learnt no other way to live outside of full control. 

Where there is an absence of good male leadership, it inevitably leads to women who have had to over compensate for the absence of that male leadership. When a woman has a strong,sober, unselfish and present  head, she doesn't need to be in control. She can happily step back without fear because her head has it under control just like a daughter knows Her father always has her interest at heart.

The key to effective and Godly submission is an effective head that has learnt or is actively working on leading Like Christ. When husbands don't step up their leadership, women naturally will rebel against that leadership because there is no trust present however Trust can be developed when the husband begins to step up into  His role.

It has been my observation  that women should avoid marrying men they do not respect nor trust altogether.  Trusting someone does not mean they will not make mistakes but it means there is enough room for mistakes and growth in the marriage  as we grow into each other as husband and wife.

A woman who doesn't trust God, will also naturally struggle with submission. People with control  issues struggle to let go of that control.It is God that commands the wife to submit. 

When a woman does not trust God, she doesn't trust that even when Her husband makes a great mistake, that God will cover her because she was blameless  in her submission. A wife submitting to her husband is a wife who is obedient to God because He is the one who asked her to submit not the husband. We sometimes grossly underestimate how God rewards faithfulness to Him. 

When we dont understand this, we use our sense of need for control  to try and manipulate our husbands to do what they dont want to do because we don't want to submit to their final  decision and this is when emotional blackmail, bargaining begins to take place. 

Submission does not mean you agree with every decision that your husband makes, you can voice your concerns because some concerns are genuine and our husbands do need our point of view, however true submission  is when you make it a personal choice that nonetheless even When you may not agree, you will still submit to the husband's final decision.

Submission  has a way of opening up the heart of even the most stubborn husbands. Submissionmis the key to Godly marriage and to a house that carries God's order. Submission is the gatekeeper against chaos and dysfunction in society and in our marriages.

Children submit to their parents, wives submit to their husbands, husbands submit to Christ, Christ submits to our heavenly Father. As south African citizens,  we submit to the law, employees submit to their bosses. All of this is for Godly governance,  not for domination, power and control. 

We as women need to embrace our call to submit to our husbands and watch God heal our marriages.

Prayer: Father in the mighty name of Jesus we come to you asking for forgiveness for when we have failed to submit to our spouses. We ask for your peace and help to heal thise areas kn us where we may have exercised unGodly Control because we were afraid to submit. Please teach us afresh, in Jesus's  mighty name Amen.




CHAPTER 9
FINANCE

Genesis 3:19  NLT
By the sweat of your brow ( Adam), will you have food to eat until you return to the ground from which you were made from.

1 Timothy 5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Genesis 3:16 
To the woman He said
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;

Welcome to one of the most important chapters of the book. I write that this chapter is very important not because the other chapters are the least important but because this chapter is what has led many marriages to the divorce court and yet so often it is overlooked and not discussed before marriage even happens.

The bible is very clear that God assigned the role of provider to the man as the head of the house. This does not mean that the wife cannot work because the virtuous wife in Proverbs 31 is a wife who was industrious and was running her own business.

Proverbs 31:16
She considers a field and buys it;
From her profits she plants a vineyard.

The proverbs 31 woman has a business on the side however many have mistaken this for the 50/50 role but I do advise you to read Genesis 3 to discover the different roles that God gave to Adam and Eve. God gives the primary  responsibility to provide for the family to the husband primarily. 

We are a part of a society and culture that promotes provision to be fifty, fifty, whilst this model is practical for many given the current economic times we live in, the truth is that this model is not God's original plan because part of the calling of  wife is to mother and raise her generation. When we are all chasing money, unfortunately nobody is able to be fully present to focus on raising and nurturing the children which is the primary responsibility that God gave to the wife amongst others.

The reason why God assigned the responsibility of provision to the husband as the head is because no matter how economically strong the woman may be, there are times she needs to take some time out to nurse her infant, breastfeeding child. Nature dictates that she nurtures and its such a hard thing for many wives to leave their nursing babies at home just because they need to provide. This can be a traumatic experience for both mother and child.This is why the woman was not assigned to be the provider in the marriage. 

Our foundational  roles are found in Genesis.

Genesis 3:16 
To the woman He said
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children.

There is more to the role of helper than just bearing and raising children, there is also the responsibility for her to raise and cater to the needs of the community. It would be wise to read the entire chapter of Proverbs 31 so as to understand fully the role of a virtuous wife.

Proverbs 31: 20
She extends her hand to the poor,
Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy.

Now that we have established that the primary role of provision is given to the man, we also need to emphasize that those assigned By God to run a whole lot of community projects are wives. A woman was created to nurture and raise not just her own children and family but to be of help and assistance to the community. A woman who is not in a full time employment is not able to achieve this.

I am not against women being fully employed because I know many that are in careers that they absolutely love and have chosen those careers but the latter is also true that many have to provide because the head is not yet fully embracing his role to provide as Head and when the head rejects his role, the woman then has to overcompensate  for that role, submission becomes even more of a challenge. We are living in times when many men want submissive providers but biblically such does not exist.

When a man has not seen the role of head being emulated by his father,  he too will struggle with it but husbands that were raised by fathers who did provide,  have no issue with this, they know its a part of manhood and they embrace it well. 

A woman is always under the authority of a head, before marriage the role of head is her father. He is the one responsible for providing, protecting and leading her but at the altar that headship role is given to the husband to perform the same duties. The husband basically fulfills the new responsibilities  that come with the role of head just like her father did.

One of the key factors that a man is ready to take on a wife is when he is able to pay the bride price called dowry. Not every man qualifies to be married and in biblical times in Genesis many men had to work to earn their bride, one of these men was Jacob who worked for Laban 14 years before he could obtain Rachel as his treasured bride. 

The purpose for the dowry was for the man to prove that He treasures the woman and Is willing to work for the woman and can provide for her. The bride was the price, well today we live in very different times and sometimes many men believe they are the price because many of us women give ourselves over so freely before the man has proven his worth  but God's heart has not changed towards the matter. The bible clearly states that He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favour from the Lord. The first sign of a boy graduating to becoming a man is when He takes on a wife.

The role of head is very intense with responsibility and it would be a disservice for us to discuss financial management without mentioning the role of head as the main provider, this does not mean that the wife should not contribute financially but the main responsibility for this is given to the husband. 

The majority of marriages will go through a financial dessert if not all. These testing times are inevitable for all marriages. The head may go through a period where he may be making little to no money at all and for long periods of time and this is not the time for the wife to put unnecessary pressure on her head who is going through a temporary season, adjusments may need to be made for the changes in finances until thise hard winds pass over. 

We went through this period in our marriage and many other couples did and some of you will and it's not a cause for panic and it doesn't mean your husband is useless and has lost his worth just cause he has no money. The quality of character with the type of helper you have on board will shine through these dark economic times. Will she still respect the husband? Will she still submit regardless?

Two incomes are always better than one, multiple streams of income are better than one especially in these erratic economic times we find ourselves in. When the head has no money, it is the wife's responsibility to step up and help wherever she is able to economically. The helper role does not exclude helping your husband financially and stepping into the role of provider during these seasons of readjustment as long as its clear that the primary role of provision still belongs to the husband  and that he will resume this role as soon as he gets back on His feet.

It is important for sons to see husbands step into their role as provider because husbands are also fathers and most of us got to experience how hard our fathers worked to look after their households.

We do advise for every couple to see a financial advisor or coach because we are as the ministry are not specialists when It comes to finances but we are more than happy to share how we run our finances.

We have a joint account and we have separate accounts but we are completely transparent and have pins for these different accounts and we both have access to these accounts and know exactly what is happening in each account. If relatives need financial help, we both discuss jointly. There is no secrecy which closes the gate for  Satan to enter our marriage by using our own families against us.

We plan jointly financially, we tithe 10% gross, we have savings on the side  and we help to run many of our community projects for the poor in our ministry Organisation.

My husband is the main provider in our family however the extra that I make through book sales, counseling and within our organisation is able to cater to our little added luxuries. My husband has fully embraced  and accepted his role as provider, God has naturally increased him in the land and blessed Him because he takes this role seriously, however we went through some really tough storms where I was the provider my son did not have formula or nappies but as we remained in the Father. 
He has been so faithful to us. 

There were times when I as the helper was the main provider and I did it with a very glad and open heart. Those times helped us to grow stronger together. I love my family there was no way that I wouldn't provide for them.

In communities where husbands embrace their role as head and provider, there is no poverty. One of these men was our great teacher in the body, the late Dr Myles Munroe who even taught about this. There is so much power in this this.

According to Bruce Wilkinson He believes that poverty could be a result of husbands refusing to step into their role as provider. When husbands step into this role, they immediately open themselves up to the blessing of God operating in their life.

Financial infidelity is when a couple is not open about their finances and are secretly making other financial commitments on the side without consulting their spouse. Some have built extended family homes privately whilst their main homes were in shambles. This type of treachery can have serious consequences and has led to divorce for many.

Many other spouses have not disclosed fully their debts because of fear and shame only to have the other party inheriting unknown debt. It's very important to be transparent with your finances no matter hard so that you can allow God to expand and heal your finances. 

Tithing has really helped us live in  the blessing of God, some don't believe in it but I know for a fact that 90% of folks who have financial longterm  issues is cause they are not tithing. I remember when we once decided to stop tithing, it was like our finances had extra holes in them until I heard the Lord command me distinctly to go back to tithing and we Were restored financially. 

Tithing  is a big faith move that declares to the Father that your trust in HIM to provide for you and that your Trust is not in your money. We tithe first before we spend our money on any other essentials. In the book of Malachi God says test him with your tithe and see if he will not open up the windows of heaven to pour out a blessing. Tithing requires faith and Oh that faith reaps a bountiful harvest until you learn to train God fully.

Pray and ask the Lord to lead your family to a good financial advisor that can be if great help to you and to your family . We have introduced the basic principles here but a good financial coach can help to teach you on how to establish TRUSTS, investments and the different life insurance policies available that can help to cover your family based on your level of income stream.

As you do a financial spring clean, May the Lord give you wisdom like Solomon aand grace to be able to plan your future under his guidance and leadership.

Psalm 37 states that I was once young but now I am old yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging for bread.

In God we TRUST. [image: 😀] 


CHAPTER 10
Sex & Intimacy

Corinthians 7: 1

Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me:It is good for a man not to touch a woman.Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 

The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Why did God create sex and intimacy in marriage? God created sex and intimacy as a way to unite the couples and to help them to cleave the each other. The purpose for sex is to strengthen, deepen the connection in marriage, seal the marriage covenant and to create life.

Sex is one of the tools  that our heaveny Father uses for to come together and to become one, we are not to experimce this with anybody else but with out spouse because God never created anybody else to know us that deeply and that intimately. Whomever we become intimate, we become one with them. This is why the Lord reserved this deep level of intimacy for only those in marriage as it what helps with the cleaving process of a married couple.

This is the reason why if a girl has slept with a guy, she will feel bonded to him deeper than a guy she has not slept with, i have seen young ladies go into depression, be suicidal just because the guy she lost her virginity to broke up with her. Sex creates a soul tie, in marriage that soul tie is good and legal but for the unmarried, it is completely destructive.

The bond is because of the cleaving that takes place during sex. It is therefore important to teach both young men and young ladies of the consequences of sex outside marriage. Premature sex has destroyed the self esteem of many young ladies and stolen the destinies of many people. There is hope and deliverance in Christ with those that have made this mistake however let us focus on sex and intimacy  within marriage.

Why is sex important in marriage? Sex is important to keep the bond of the couple together. No matter how distant that couple may have been but after coming together, all the problems in the marriage seem to disappear and the love and bond is strengthened. 

It has been scientifically proven that men release very high doses of the oxytocin hormone immediately after sex which allows them to bond deeply with their spouse and feel thenlove they have for their spouse and feel loved too. 

It is what makes both husband and wife to feel loved. When a man is received by His wife, He perceives that as love. When a wife refuses her husband, he perceives that as if she is no longer interested in him and that rejection over time can create some really deep wounds and lead to resentment and a greater distance in marriage.

God knows that this resentment can drive a big wedge between a couple which is why He tells the woman and the husband that they do not have the right over their own body but that their spouse does. When we get married just like Christ gave his body and laidit for us and we express this when we take holy communion, God gives the body of the wife to the husband and the body of the husband to the wife. This is why When a man or a woman commits adultery, she or he is dealing treacherously with their spouse because it is no longer their own body to give away.

Our marital bed is our altar in our marriages and we are called to service that altar regularly to ensure that the marital bed remains Holy and undefiled lest Satan sees a gap from which He can be able to enter. Do not let the sun go down on your anger, if something has been bothering you in your marriage, address it with your spouse so that you can come together regularly.

When a woman is angry at her husband, her body is physically not able to open up to her husband whilst  the greatest irony is that the man needs sex to open up to her spouse and the wife needs emotional intimacy and safety to open up to her husband. This is why God commands the husband to Love his wife in the right way and to serve her, nourish and cherish her  because when He does this, she is immediately open to him and that openness will also reflect in the bedroom which will in turn lead the husband to bond with his wife even deeply. The key here is in husbands loving and honoring their wives and everything else will respond accordingly.

Marriage is about serving each other and so is sexual Intimacy. When a wife is genuinely not feeling well and cannot be intimate with her husband, it is important that she says no with consent for a time from her husband with the agreement of when they will be able to come together again. This is consent for a time, the husband and wife cannot just say no without a recommitment.

God created sexual intimacy to be enjoyed and the more intentionally a husband loves his wife, the more she will always be open to him. Sex is beautiful and so is marriage. Sex is not a weapon to be used jn marriage to get back at your spouse and to try and control them, this is Un Godly and deeply grieves the Holy Spirit and further exposes us to the dangers of the enemy.

For couples that may have experienced sexual trauma, it is important that to seek out a therapist who can help you process that trauma to be able to heal and allow yourself to be fully open with your spouse. sexual trauma and being violated can create a lot of  barriers and blockages in our life of intimacy with our spouses.

It is important to have th conversation with your spouse. Ask them how they wish to be loved by you, I have found that romance can truly go a long way for us women. When our husbands plan that surprise dinner date or aa getaway or a bunch of flowers and chocolates, this can open up our hearts leading us to want to be intimate. Sometimes it is tempting to ignore your spouse for periods of time until you want to be intimate, this in turn robs us off true intimacy that often takes place way before the couple even reaches the bedroom.

Find key ways to spice up your intimacy, if you need a better diet or a better exercise routine to remain active, do whatever it takes to feel ready. Drink that green juice, take hikes together, have long and deep conversations that can strengthen your body and further feed Into your bedroom. Intimacy should take place in and outside the bedroom, be intimate with each other. Open up emotionally about your fears, areas of vulnerability, pray together when all these are in place they help to make the intimacy better.

Our bodies change as females especially after having children, husbands should always make their spouse feel beautiful and both spouses should thrive to be healthier and better versions of themselves. It's normal to be comfortable in marriage and is often a sign of us feeling safe and loved in marriage but we should always strive to be better versions of ourselves so that we can be present the best version of ourselves to our spouses.

For wives that have just given birth, when the nesting season is over, endeavor to throw away your maternity underwear and replace them with something more visually pleasing. This is coming from a wife who loved those comfy undies, so judgement. Just advise from your sister.  

Both Husbands and wife  should refrain from commenting negatively about their spouse's  bodies rather they are to nourish each other with kind encouraging words that build up rather than tear down and if there are areas of serious concerns, they should both actively talk about this. Remember there is nothing love cannot overcome.

When we tear our spouses down, we get to live with the demons we have created so to avoid this let's build each other up and learn to love each other like Christ loves the church which means without conditions. You spouse will gain weight lose weight, your spouse will lose their six pack, this does not surprise God, this is the stuff that never lasts however When we choose to love each other in both our best and worst seasons, we would have learnt to love like Christ does.

A wise man once said that when your spouse does not suit the list of what an ideal spouse should be, you have the choice to tear the list and love the spouse or tear the spouse and love the list. Most people do not come in perfect packages and when your spouse is loved right, they will blossom in all seasons.


Father we pray for healing In our marriages when we have failed to love each other and to see each other like how your see us. Help us to return back to our first love which is you and which is our spouses. We ask for your help to learn to love each other like how you loves us. Teach us oh Lord, in Jesus name... Amen.


CHAPTER 11: Healing and Forgiveness

[bookmark: _heading=h.q6xdbmz0he3n]Matthew 5:23-24
"So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift."
It is impossible to build a healthy, loving and fruitful marriage without building it on the foundation of forgiveness. The strongest and longest marriages are all built on the foundation of forgiveness. He who has learnt to love much has learnt to forgive much. If you want to learn to love deeply, you have to learn to forgive the worst. The ability to forgive even the most unforgivable will save your marriage time and time again.
One of the most challenging aspects of Christianity and our Christian walk is to extend the same grace to others that we have so freely received from God which is the ability to forgive others and to forgive ourselves. It is written in the Lord's prayer that Lord forgive us our trespasses as we forgive the trespasses of others, the truth is we are only forgiven as much as we have forgiven others.
In the kingdom we reap what we sow, if we want to reap mercy, we have to sow mercy. Jesus describes this so well in the parable of the of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18.
Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.“But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”
There is a selfish nature in every one of us that wants God to forgive us when we have messed up and have missed the mark but the irony is that we don't want to extend the same mercy given to us to others because of pride,  iffence and fear that we will look stupid and be taken advantage of when the truth is that we all have taken advantage of God's goodness yet we want to preserve ourselves from the consequences of what we too may have committed at some point. Am I saying that you need to continously place yourself in abusive situations, no there are exceptions here. Forgiveness is a must but a fully reconciled and restored relationship is dependent on if the offending party is repentant and Is willing to work actively on rebuilding th trust. 
Has your spouse ever seriously wounded? Like really wounded you? How were you able to overcome? Did you talk it out? Go to therapy or did you pretend like nothing happened but then chose to deal with your spouse through the lens of your offence and unforgiveness?
The truth is that when there is any unforgiveness, bitterness or resentment in a marriage, that house is already divided and if the resentment and bitterness is not dealt with, it can lead to serious consequences and eventually divorce. 
When we all got married,  we all wanted the fairy tale, the perfect spouse and the perfect children but the truth is that real life is not made up of fairy tales and perfect people dont exist therefore its only a matter of time until your spouse truly hurts you where your own love and ability to forgive will be tested.
The key to a healthy long lasting healty marriage is the ability to ask for forgiveness when we have missed the mark but also the ability to extend forgiveness when our loved ones have missed the mark. The truth about sin and offence is that no matter how repentant the other party may be, they can never truly be able to undo the full consequences of the damage the sin might have created but nonetheless no matter how severe, God calls us to forgive our spouse.
Many marriages would have been saved if many couples truly learnt to forgive. Healing cannot come without forgiveness. The truth is that at some point we have all caused hurt to our spouses whether intentionally or unintentionally and the person who refuses to forgive is the person who has decided in their heart that they are without sin and when we become self righteous, God sees us as being hypocrites because He knows what He has forgiven us of.
Christians have been given the ministry of reconciliation where it's possible. The truth is that many marriages can be saved when we allow ourselves to trade our own will, opinions and wisdom for God's  will, wisdom and submission to CHRIST as Lord  as opposed to making our own emotions Lord.
God wants to heal and restore what has been broken in our marriages if we allow him to. The boy or girl in us can kill marriage or marriage will kill the young boy or girl in us. The best families are raised and built on a foundation of continuous forgiveness. This is how we learn to live and love like CHRIST who has forgiven us everything.
Five Steps on How to Forgive and step into your healing. 
1) Write down what happened, when we do this we acknowledge  the offence happened.
2) write down how you felt when the offence happened. It's important to allow yourself to process the different emotions you felt and to allow yourself to feel them. Some of us get so busy avoiding to feel the pain but one cannot heal what they have not acknowledge nor processed. Living in denial of your pain does not mean that you have forgiven. That hidden avoided negative energy will manifest itself eventually as an illness if not processed well.
3)  Pray and ask the Father to help you to release the emotion. Visualize yourself talking out the negative emotion. From your heart and handing it over to your Heavenly Father. Allow yourself to cry and feel everything. That negative energy does not belong in your Holy Temple and so you are to surrender it to your heavenly Father for he knows best what to do with broken things.
4) Pray and ask the Father to fill and heal your heart with only His goodness and ask him to comfort you. Guard your heart against any future foreign endeavors. Pray for wisdom with how to speak to your spouse to open up about the offence to them but decide jn your heart that regardless of how they respond, you have chosen to forgive them and that you forgiving them is not dependent on their reciprocity. 
5) Present your spouse before God and pray for him for GOD to bless them and to make them aware of the hurt they have caused or are cahsing, pray for Gods divine intervention so that your spouse can move into genuine repentance. Release them of the debt that they have towards you and pray for God to restore their heart and bless them.
6) when you feel ready, humbly sit your spouse down to explain to them how you feel and the damage of what their actions have caused in you. Do not fight. Sometimes it's best to write a letter and then have a follow up conversation. It's important to not be accusations but to attack the issue at hand. If it's adultery, you will need a specialist to help you process all that has happened.
Forgiveness is so important because it's the key factor that will allow you to live a joyful marriage life. He who has learnt to forgive much has also learnt to love much. Remember that God will never allow pain without birthing something new, at the end of the someone who has truly learnt to forgive. Is a new relationship that will be an example to many to learn to love like Christ.
God is interested in raising a Godly offspring that understands how to love and how to forgive by them seeing this being demonstrated by us. There are times when couples are forced with no other option but to sadly walk away and if you are at that place, I really pray for you. My heart really goes out to you and I pray that you seek God's guidance, wisdom and Godly counsel before making this choice. Remember that there is nothing that God cannot heal when there is repentance and forgiveness on both parties. Let us pray.
Father in the mighty Name of Jesus I bring my beloved brothers and sisters before you and their marriages and situation before you. Lord we ask that may you heal what is broken inside of them and in their families.  Father nothing is too hard for you and you are a God who wants to raise healthy, loving, Godly and selfless generation that can love people through their brokenness. Lord we pray for restoration and healing in our families Lordd God. Our hope is in you to heal what we have failed to fix ourselves for it is the coming to then end of ourselves that we arrive at the beginning of you. Lord take over and do your work so that our families experience the destiny that you have for them. You said in your word that the enemy comes but to steal, kill and  Destroy but that you have come to give life and life abundantly. Divorce is not your will but is the will of the enemy. You Lord are a God that honors marriages and family and we trust you for a divine turn around. 
In Jesus name we pray Amen.
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