


Episode 1
The Cathedral in Okwe town had probably not experienced this kind of crowd before. It has been filled and more people are still trooping in to squeeze themselves anywhere. Who will hear about Neche's wedding and turn a deaf ear to it? They will like to attend, even at short notice. Neche is the biggest financier of the Church and probably the biggest philanthropist in town, and his welcoming character endears him to all and sundry. Obiageli too is quite popular, being the Choir Mistress of such a famous parish and in the leadership of several other pious societies in the church. So, the large crowd at their wedding is not at all surprising to anyone.
Ezinne Eucharia is overjoyed by this development; despite all odds, her daughter is finally ending up with a rich and influential young man who also possesses a charming look. She had actually desired one that resided abroad for her daughter so that she will be traveling overseas for Omugwo and vacation as well which is the wish of most women in Okwe. When her daughter was delivered and she saw how pretty that she looked, she talked to herself that she had seen the one to make her wish come true. She gave her the name, “Obiageli”, meaning the one that has come to enjoy wealth. In her happy moments, she calls her “One Million”, which is actually what most people call the girl. All through the girl’s life, Ezinne Eucharia had made sure that she lacked nothing that is within her power to grant. Sometimes, when she didn’t have those things, she would go borrowing just to make sure her daughter was well taken care of and her beauty maintained. She believed that with her beauty, she would attract a rich suitor that lives abroad. She has lost count of the number of men that have sought her daughter’s hand in marriage, because they did not meet her taste. Neche has been among the consistent ones; he kept begging and pestering on her to allow him marry her daughter whom he loved so much. Despite the crowds of girls swarming around him to be noticed on daily basis, he remained focused on Obiageli. Her beauty, humility and dedication to church activities, are some of the reasons he is madly in love with her. In his desperation to marry Obiageli, he has been spending heavily on her family. He was even the sole financier of the Ezinne award given to her mother by the church. But in spite of his huge investments on them, they still rejected his proposal. But all that is now in the past; Ezinne Eucharia is figuring out a great life with Neche as his son in-law. He may not be living abroad, but with his money, she could afford to do anything including embarking on trips to any foreign countries of her choice. That is her consolation. She has been moving around the large Cathedral building meeting guests at their seats, greeting and pouring them powder in accordance with their tradition, signifying merriment. Now she has come to sit beside her husband at the seats provided for the bride’s parents, gorgeously dressed.
Both the bride and groom have been called to the altar for the administration of the marriage rites by the bishop, with over a dozen reverend fathers in attendance. 
"Joan, will you take, Nicholas as your lawful wedded husband" the bishop asks Obiageli. Her baptismal name is Joan while that of Neche is Nicholas. Neche looks at her face to see her reaction to the question by the bishop presiding over the sacrament of matrimony.
 " Yes, I do" she answers after a little delay. Neche beaming with smiles and tears of joy rolling down his cheek, " We ended up together at last, thank you for accepting to be my wife " he says in low tone at his bride’s ear. Obiageli smiles momentarily too, nodding in agreement. 
"This is my best moment in life, I will forever love and cherish you", he mutters to her again.
"Nicholas, will you take Joan to be your lawful wedded wife", the bishop asks Neche. "I will", he answers. The congregation erupts in ecstasy, clapping and chanting.
"Praise! Praise!! Praise the Lord" a woman in the congregation chants.
"Alleluia", all participants chorus. 
"You can now kiss your bride" the bishop orders Neche, who grabs Obiageli, and holds her tightly as he kisses her passionately, amidst wild applause from the congregation.
Everything, including the signing of the marriage register, was smoothly carried out. The reception at the church hall is another attraction, a well-decorated venue with assorted clothing, ribbons, and blinking lights. Dignitaries from far and near including first-class Traditional Rulers, prominent politicians, and Neche's business partners are seated. They could have held the wedding reception elsewhere as the money is there. The choice of the Cathedral Hall was to keep a memory since the edifice was solely built by Neche among his numerous philanthropic gestures for the church. 
Ezinne Eucharia makes sure she goes around the hall exchanging pleasantries with guests at every table and pouring powers at people. Some of the people drop money in appreciation. She gets to the section where the Catholic women are seated, they begin to eulogize her with their usual song.
 "Ezinne I di anyi mma, iyonyo! 
Ezinne I di anyi mma, iyonyo! 
Onye chi mere Eze mmadu apugi I na ya, I yonyo!
Onye chi mere Eze mmadu apugi I na ya, Oyoyi!
This is a song in the Igbo language which is praise singing. When interpreted it means, "Good mother, you are good to be. who God has made a king, no one can take it away from her. As they praise and sing, some embrace her, while many spray her notes of money. It is indeed a glamorous occasion; everyone has enough to eat and drink. When the new couple stepped out for dance as it is the practice, people were raining notes of money on them.
It is a dream come true for Neche. For close to five years that he had been proposing to Obiageli, all that she got was rejection. Today, it would be as if they are in a relationship, the next day, Obiageli would be singing a different song. She and her mother had frustrated all attempts by Neche to walk her down the aisle, yet kept collecting things from him. He would be completely broken by now except that he controls excess money. It was however surprising and shocking to him when she suddenly agreed to marry him, but on the condition that the marriage process would be completed within a month. Neche never cared to know why the sudden change of heart, after all, it was what he had been longing for all these years. 
Ordinarily, there should be at least six months' notice to the church before the wedding day; within that period, the intending couples will undergo a marriage course and their bans of marriage are called in their home stations. All of those were waved and everything expedited. The church granted everything that he asked for without hesitation, in a bid to please him, being the biggest spender and financier of the church from his parish to Cathedral.
Everyone at the wedding reception looks happy except Ukanwa, who ironically is the Chief bridesmaid. She and Obiageli had been friends since childhood. She was nursing the ambition of marrying Neche in the hope that her friend was not interested in him, but Obiageli had no idea of that. If she knew, she wouldn’t allow her to be her Maid of Honour.
For long, Ukanwa has been playing her part to keep both apart, by revealing to Neche, everything bad that Obiageli was doing including the secret affairs that she had with Richard. She even went as far as revealing to him that it was Richard that Obiageli truly loved. But Neche didn't pay attention to all her gossips because of the deep love he had for Obiageli. Ukanwa has been particularly jealous of her friend because she believed she is too lucky with men, unlike her that struggles to get their attention. The few serious suitors that came for her had nothing compared to those coming for Obiageli. She has been hoping that the consistent rejections that Neche got from her friend would make him consider accepting her as replacement for her, but that didn’t happen. She had her biggest heartbreak when Obiageli announced to her of her decision to marry Neche at last, after discovering that she had taken in through her secret affair with Richard. Only Ukanwa and Ezinne Eucharia are aware of it. Ever since she had a knowledge of that pregnancy, she has been doing everything within her powers to reach out to Neche and tell him everything, but to no avail, as he neither accepted his calls nor read her messages. Neche would just delete the messages without reading. She loved and trusted Obiageli so much that he wouldn’t welcome in his life anyone that would poison his mind towards her. So, Ukanwa was the first in his black book. At a point, Obiageli noticed strange changes in her which convinced her that she was not happy with her progress, but it was already late that she couldn’t stop her from playing the role of her Maid of Honour. They were really unfriendly friends.
"Remember, you are pregnant, so mind how you dance", Ukanwa tells Obiageli in a low tone. Obiageli can't fathom why she should tell her that if not to ruin the day for her. "I know you dislike my progress and happiness, please do not ruin this moment", Obiageli replied gently but the signs on her face showed clearly that she was not happy. "Why do you always hate to hear the truth? Come to think of it it's for your good and the wellbeing of your baby", retorted Ukanwa. Anger is written all over Obiageli. But she must be calm so as not to create a scene. 
Obiageli didn’t bargain for something like this, she would have comfortably gotten married to one of the many suitors who were coming for her, if not for her mother that prevented her. To think that the one she is eventually ending up with is not even the owner of the baby she is carrying kills her the most. “I tried my best to marry Richard, he is the love of my life, but he messed up the whole thing. I think she is satisfied now that she has ruined my happiness. My mother has destroyed me, she has! Oh, God have mercy on me”, Obiageli cried within her.
While secretly dating Richard whom she met regularly during their choir practices, Obiageli extorted hugely from Neche and handed over to him to establish himself, so the he would marry her. Sadly, Richard isn't good with money at all; he squandered everything in careless living hence they were not succeeding in their plan. The frustration of being denied the freewill to marry the man of her choice, coupled with the fact that she was not getting any younger, with some of her mates married with children, plunged her into depression that she became vulnerable. Along the line, she became pregnant for Richard but conceals it from him, since he is not rich enough to fit into her mother’s lifelong wish for her to marry a wealthy man that is also based overseas. And she is afraid to go for an abortion. Obiageli's only aunt from her maternal side died of complications from abortion. This happened even before Obiageli and her siblings were born, but Ezinne Eucharia told them everything in a bid to make them run away from doing such. She must keep the pregnancy and for that to happen, she had to go to a man that is ready to settle down, and that man happens to be Neche.  Dramatically, she walked up to Neche one day after morning Mass to announce that she had finally accepted his marriage proposal, but on condition that they would hurry it up, within one Month. This is a plot cooked up by her mother to have Neche take responsibility as the authentic father of her baby. 
Ukanwa is aware of everything as the only one she took as her close friend and she trusted that she would conceal the secret. But with her attitude lately, she no longer trusts her one bit. Obiageli is particularly afraid that she could start gossiping about her pregnancy right at the venue of their wedding reception. The thought about this made her to start being uneasy and the little smiles on her face were no longer there.
"My love, why has your countenance changed, what bad message did she come with again?" Neche asked Obiageli referring to what Ukanwa told her.
"What! Hmm, nothing; she. she only said I wasn't dancing as I should, since it's my day" she lies to him. "Don't mind her, she would never mind her business. I love as you dance my love. Take it easy, my love", Neche says, telling Obiageli to overlook Ukanwa. He has no reason to suspect anything.
The funny MC comes with his own. He invites the brides and groom to a dancing competition according to the practice during the wedding reception. The spectators support him, chanting "Obineche! Obineche!", Which is their wedding slogan coined from the native names of both couples. 
This is the last thing that Obiageli would like to do, but she has been boxed into a corner that she cannot resist.
"Can we dance a little more?" she asks her groom who gladly obliges. Many people come forward to dance with them and at the same time spray them money. The atmosphere is such that the couples have no control over it as they both dance profusely with the MC urging them to dance even more. Suddenly, Obiageli collapses. Neche didn't see that coming, so he made no effort to hold her. She falls with her head hitting on the tarred floor and she instantly loses consciousness. There is commotion and chaos all over the place. Neche grabs her, rushing to the car. Ezinne Eucharia quickly throws her container of powder, takes away her canopy headscarf, and runs after her son-in-law, screaming, “My One million! My one million! Devil is a liar!”, as others join them. He drives out, rushing Obiageli to the hospital. Ukanwa wanted to join them but Neche was too fast that he drove off before she could jump inside the Jeep. Ukanwa then stayed back to assist in picking the notes of money they had sprayed on the new couple.
Episode 2 

A lot is going on in Neche's brain and he is thinking of two sources to be responsible for his wife's predicament. One is fatigue; the other is juju. "Someone could be responsible for this", he said to himself. "Obiageli cannot just collapse and faint on her wedding day; someone may have used juju on her", he said, with sweat gushing out from him. His prime suspect is Ukanwa. "No other person could have done this except her. She never wanted us together from the onset. She had always wanted to take her place in my life. But she will pay dearly for this" he vowed, while in the steering speeding to get his wife to the hospital in good time.
 "Oby, my love! Fight! Fight for your life. My life will be meaningless without you", he encourages Obiageli, as he looks back and front in bewilderment. 
About ten minutes gone, they zoomed into the hospital premises. Medical attendants were already in a waiting mood as they had been informed about the emergency situation. They rushed after them. Neche comes out to assist in bringing his wife out of the car to the waiting stretcher. "She must not die, please do all you can to save my dear wife" he appeals to the medical officers in blue gowns. Straight to the emergency room, they rushed Obiageli who is still unconscious. Doctors and nurses are on top of the situation; they carefully place her on the bed space prepared for her in the private unit of the emergency section. Soon, she is placed on a drip, coupled with other medications being administered swiftly on her.
Neche is not allowed into the room where his wife is receiving treatment. He is panting, racing up and down at the emergency ward. The bed spaces at the emergency unit are filled with some patients lying down and family members caring for them sitting close. 
Neche sees a nurse coming from where his wife is and goes after her. " How is she doing? Will my wife be fine?", he asks many questions at the same time expecting an immediate answer. But the nurse is not saying anything as she walks past him. She is sent on an errand to pick up some items. Neche follows her. "Sir, your wife will be okay", put yourself together", says the nurse casually while heading into a store room to pick up the items. She didn't waste any time there, she picked up the items and rushed back to deliver them to the doctors and other medical staff attending to Obiageli. Neche goes after her, expecting her to say more things about his wife's condition. She utters no word till she enters the private room where Obiageli is receiving care. She jams the door, leaving Neche outside helplessly. 
This is a very tough situation for him, which he never expected on a special day as this. He had planned the day to be his best moment in life ever. It sadly has turned out to be the case of man proposing while God disposes. He is a regular visitor to not just this hospital, but several others within Okwe for philanthropic gestures. Whenever he visited, patients will jubilate because he would donate lots of relief materials to them and offsetting the medical bills of those seized fand he is not finding it easy. 
"This can't be happening to us. It took me five years, five whole years to win her love and trust", Neche said in his moment of frustration. He just can't put himself together. Fear of the unknown fills his mind. "A full-fledged lady suddenly collapsed, with no history of disease. It is not normal; something may be wrong somewhere. I will find the cause, I will get to the root of the matter", he said soliloquizing.
The thought of what Ukanwa could have told his wife before she collapsed made him more uncomfortable. "She may have said or done other silly things, which Nkem failed to disclose", Neche stated. Also, the fact that Ukanwa didn't pay attention or care when his wife collapsed causes him to boil more in anger.  To him, that attitude of hers is a tangible proof of his suspicion that her hands cannot be clean in the matter. He vows to spare no one that has a hand in the problem, and for Ukanwa, the payback will be doubled. 
“She calls herself a maid of honour, yet couldn’t even guard her. I think, she did this on purpose, Ukanwa wanted to take her out of the way so that she can have me. Day dreaming, isn’t it? I will deal with that lady”, Neche threatens Ukanwa whisking.
Neche from childhood has been known as a very gentle, calm, and easygoing someone, with a good heart and easily disposed to sacrifice for the wellbeing of others. But due to the level of his love for Obiageli and his determination to protect her at all costs, he has become a different person entirely. Those who once knew him would be surprised if he is still the one or another person. 
Two hours had passed since Obiageli was rushed to the hospital and no one had come out to give updates about her condition. He is frightened should anything bad happen to her. People from the wedding reception have started coming, Ezinne Eucharia, Ukanwa, some in the bridal train, and Neche's Groomsman were among the first set to arrive. They had left earlier; but missed their ways, that's why they are coming now. Neche's mother and a few other mature women came later. They are bothered. "Where are they treating her" several of them ask Neche at the same time. Neche points to the entrance to the private room where they are attending to his wife, seriously avoiding any eye contact with Ukanwa, who notices that he probably might not be happy with her. But in her usual manner, she never allows that to bother her as she goes ahead to ask Neche, touching him. "I hope you are not counting me as one of your enemies; ask Joan, she knows better what's the matter with her. Have they already told you? I think Joan is pre....", she had not completed the statement when Neche interrupted her.
"You can't be serious; stop the pretense; stop it because I know better. By the time we get to the bridge, we will cross it together. Evil woman!", he rains abuses on her, about to give her a slap but she dodges it. Ukanwa could not believe her eyes; she couldn't imagine Neche using such harsh words on her and even threatening to beat her up. Meanwhile, Neche's mother, Ezinne Eucharia, and others around her are looking dumbfounded, unaware of what had transpired between Neche and Ukanwa before now. They are probably seeing Neche in another dimension and thinking to themselves that something bad and serious may have happened for him to be speaking to her that harshly.
The harsh words that Neche used on her really sank deep into her as broke down in tears. She goes to a corner weeping. “See how much he loves her, his love for her is so deep that he would do anything to defend her. But look at me, no one has ever stood for me. I am cursed or something?”, she laments crying. 
Everyone’s attention is on the private room where Obiageli is receiving care. Medical practitioners are still all around her, but in a less tense atmosphere. It has been diagnosed that the cause of her problem was her pregnancy. There is a shake; the baby is threatened due to much running around in the cause of the marriage preparations and energetic dancing at the reception. "You are quite fortunate; your baby is still in good condition. Your pregnancy was threatened by abortion due to stress, but everything is now under control. However, you will be placed on bed rest for at least two weeks starting from now", said Dr. Ken, the leader of the medical team to Obiageli, demanding that her husband be invited to hear the good news.
"No doctor, I want to be the one to announce it to him, just discharge me," said Obiageli to the doctor. "Perhaps, you did not get me quite clearly; you are to be placed on bed rest for two weeks and that will be here under our care. Anymore shake, the baby will be aborted", clarifies the Dr. Ken
This decision by Dr. ken is not a palatable one for Obiageli. She is desperate to go in with her husband now that her pregnancy is still early; that way Neche will think that he is the one responsible to the pregnancy. Because of that, the idea of spending a whole two weeks in the hospital, without her husband touching her is not welcomed. She begs to be discharged, claiming she is fit to go home and promises to take things gently.
"As you can see, today is our wedding day, and I must spend the night with my husband. We can't be doing our honeymoon in the hospital. Please, let me go", she pleads. Her pleas are probably falling on deaf ears; granting her wish is the last thing that the medical team will do. 
Neche's mother and Ezinne Eucharia can no longer hold their patience, they are ready to break the protocol to see Obiageli face-to-face. As mature women, they are aware of what Obiageli is going through. These women have double eyes; they can detect a pregnancy that is not even up to a month old. Having noticed that Obiageli had started radiating a sudden and unusual glowing look, Neche’s sensed that she had probably taken in which could be the major reason she was in support of the sudden marriage. But for Ezinne Eucharia, she had been in the know from the onset as that was her reason for accepting Neche’s proposal in the first place. However, she is pretending to be ignorant.
“Who is after my daughter? Oby nwam had always been a strong girl, where could this have come from”, Eucharia asks cunningly.
"Take us to where she is," she tells her son-in-law, who again points to the private room, but informs them about medical officers’ instruction that people are not allowed to go in. But as the typical African women that they are, they are not paying attention to any rule. They dash into the room. The medical practitioners are surprised to see them enter unannounced. They go straight to Obiageli who quickly cleans her face to create the impression that everything is okay.
" How is the baby doing? I hope my grandchild is still there”, Ezinne asks Dr. ken not minding the presence of Neche’s mother. She had a firm trust that her daughter had slept with Neche as she instructed her to do in order to have him bear responsibility for the pregnancy. As soon as Obiageli disclosed the pregnancy to her, she sent her immediately to visit Neche at odd time so that the two would meet. She was so sure that Obiageli carried out that crucial assignment, unknown to her that she didn’t eventually go there. On her way, she diverted to Richard’s place, spending the entire night with him. She was loitering about on her way that night not knowing how to approach Neche, let alone seducing him. Richard surfaced from no way and both of them went to his place. 
“Is he still there? Don’t keep in suspense”, she demands answer to her question from Dr. ken.
 "They came right on time, ma. no harm has been done. But she won't be discharged until after two weeks. She will be on total bed rest to make sure the baby is well stabilized", explains Ken, as the two women breathe in relief.
Obiageli feels uneasy, that Neche’s mother has become aware of her condition. She starts praying inside of her that the news does not get to her husband. The women are now looking a lot relieved as they thank the medical team for intervening at the right time. At this moment, Neche comes in, a couple of seconds after, Ukanwa also steps in, but stands a little distance from the rest. Neche looks at everyone, they all appear positive.
Dr Ken orders everyone out so that the newly wedded couple will be alone. All, including the doctors and nurses, leave. Ezinne Eucharia and Neche's mother who are beaming with smiles, together with others including Ukanwa leave the hospital for the wedding reception venue. 
Neche with Obiageli alone; he touches her all over checking that she is okay. "The doctor said I am perfectly okay, but he is going to detain me here for two weeks. That I don't want. Press them to let me go. At least if we do not enjoy our wedding reception, nothing should stop us from enjoying our honeymoon", she says to him. Obiageli just wants to leave by all means. Neche isn't saying anything, but only observing in deep surprise, seeing how suddenly his wife has recuperated. Because of her deep love for Obiageli, he is ready to grant whatever requests she brings forward. Pressing the hospital to have her discharged is a small thing. "But what exactly did they say was wrong with you?", he asks her. "Hmmm, Satan is a liar o. They said fatigue o. You know the running up and ......", she said not completing her explanation when Dr. Ken steps in. "Your wife needs adequate rest and it starts with two weeks of bed rest here. She needs it, any further shake, the baby.......", Obiageli cuts him up so that he does not reveal the truth of what caused her ailment. The doctor wanted to say that she might have a miscarriage if there is further shake at this early and critical stage of her pregnancy. "I beg of you, let me go. Let us be together on the night after our wedding. I won't mind returning tomorrow to continue the bed rest", she pleads further. The doctor notices that Obiageli isn't that easy to bend, he makes a sign to Neche to meet him for a private discussion inside his office room, and leaves. Neche stands to join him, and Obiageli pulls him to herself. Crying she says, "You said you love me, but I do not see the love. It is a simple case here, just tell him we are going; simple and short", she tells her husband. "Besides we have a large house; you can as well tell him to discharge me while he comes around to our house to give me home service. You are equal to the task", she added. Neche sees sense in what she has just said and calls the doctor back.
"I offer you 100 million naira; come over to our house to monitor her for the two weeks that she will be placed under bed rest. My wife is right, the night after the wedding is very important in the life of every couple. We need to spend the night together. Discharge her right away", he orders.
Although it is not the right thing to do, the doctor is left with no choice, the money involved is too much and he can't allow it to pass him by. However, accepting the offer would be to the detriment of other patients. There are many patients on admission. He is the most qualified doctor not only in the hospital but also within Okwe town. Most people that come to the hospital come because of him. The town has been in a nightmare owing to a dearth of medical practitioners, especially doctors. Due to poor working conditions and overall hardship in the town, most qualified doctors have relocated abroad. Government hospitals daily have crowds of patients seeking for medical attention, but no one to treat them. Because of that, the death rate in the town is quite alarming. Those who are buoyant enough embark on medical tourism abroad while the not-too-rich ones massively patronize Hope Hospital where Obiageli is. Doctor Ken knows about the implementation of relocating to Neche's house, but he is ready to damn the consequence. He desperately needs the money because he too has been making efforts to Japa but hasn't succeeded due to lack of funds. He needs about 40 million naira to relocate to the United States with his wife and two children, now he has an offer of 100 million naira. 
"Sir, did I hear you say, 100 million?", he asked rhetorically to be sure he heard Neche. "Is that not enough? I can add more", Neche tells Dr. Ken. "No, no Sir; I am ready to accept your offer. Your wife is hereby discharged.
Dr. Ken goes to the nurses and orders them to discharge Obiageli with immediate effect. Right at the hospital, Neche asked for Dr. Ken's details and transferred the whole money to his bank account. A few minutes later, a private driver arranged for Obiageli, came with the latest Jeep and took the couple to their new mansion in an exotic neighborhood where the affluent reside. Dr. Ken will join them the next day. Because of over-excitement, Dr. Ken forgot to tell the couple that lack of intercourse is part of the don't during the period of bed rest. At night, the couple knew themselves for the first time as demanded by Obiageli as a condition to make their wedding ceremony complete. Neche loved the idea too. However, a couple of hours after the intercourse, just as the two were bathing together and cleaning up, they discovered that Obiageli had started bleeding. It was Neche who saw it first. "Nkem, is that not blood", pointing at the blood that is dropping on the floor. Obiageli examines herself and sees that it was true. She knew quite well that the bleeding could be a sign of abortion, but she quickly looked for a lie to tell to cover up. " Em em, yes. It is blood. You just deflowered me, and that's the evidence", she tells Neche. "How do you mean, I deflowered you? It wasn't hard to go in", Neche said confounded. The intercourse with his wife was a smooth one, with no obstruction at all. In the first place, he wasn't expecting Obiageli to still be a virgin and never raised an eyebrow when the penetration was an easy one. What he does not understand is her claiming that he deflowered her. Ukanwa had gossiped a lot to him about Obiageli's sexual escapade with Richard. So, he wasn't expecting a virgin wife.
"Oh, so you don't know? It it's not in all cases that men feel blockage when penetrating a virgin girl. Girls like me who exercise are free to be entered because the ligament would be broken in the cause of strenuous exercise. I read this online. Honestly, I have been preserving myself for you. I wasn't doing anything serious with Richard, he was used to scare me away from me", she explains to Neche who agrees with her, hook line sinker. The thought that his wife was still a virgin made him love her even more. He counted himself so lucky to end up with not only the lady of his dreams but also one who had been decent enough to preserve herself for her future husband. He called Ukanwa a backstabber, saying she was busy destroying the name of his innocent wife by gossiping that she had been overused by Richard.
It is now around midnight; the neighborhoods are quiet. The only noise heard came from some nocturnal birds on the tall trees which are many in the estate. Obiageli is thinking of how to cope with the bleeding which has not stopped. She quickly dresses up and pads herself well enough to hide the bleeding from Neche, who is in the kitchen preparing a light meal for her. Obiageli had left the bathroom to the living room, lying down on the couch. The bleeding had become more serious, but not coming out because of the way she padded herself. Obiageli can be heartless at times. She is fully aware of the enormous problem before her but is not giving in.  She damns the consequence because Neche must never know the truth. What is more important to her at this point is to cover up her pregnancy and the identity of the baby's father. She appears not to remember her aunt who lost her life during an abortion.
"It is better to have a miscarriage than reveal the truth to Neche “, she vowed. She had thought that since the pregnancy was still early, having a miscarriage wouldn't pose serious health complications for the mother. But suddenly, she fell from the couch to the floor, making a distress sound that alarmed Neche. The prepared meal he is bringing to Obiageli falls from his hand, with the flat plate breaking into pieces. He rushes to his wife, only to see that she has fainted again. This particular one appears more severe than the first one.
"Oh my God!" he cries out. "What do I do now, it's quite late and the estate gate would be closed by now", he laments. He picks up his mobile phone and starts dialing Dr. Ken but all to no avail. He had switched off to sleep for a while. He is panting and moving up and down, and also shaking his wife. He carries Obiageli on his shoulder in a bid to take her outside into the car so that they can return to the hospital.  After moving about five to six steps, he sensed that she may have passed out as he no longer felt her pulse. He drops her on the bare floor to feel her better. She is still breathing but in a very critical condition. Neche is stranded, and losing ideas. He thinks to himself that with her condition, she might not make it alife before they get to the hospital. In his deep worry, an idea came to his head. While in primary school, their Home Economics teacher taught them how to resuscitate one that faints and he still remembers the technique, even though he had not practiced it for the first time.
They were taught that the first aid to give to resuscitate one who faints involves positioning the person on the back if there are no injuries and the person is still breathing. Next is to raise the person's legs above heart level if possible. Loosen belts, collars, or other tight clothing. Also to reduce the chance of fainting again, the person should not be made to stand up too fast.  Also, the breathing is to be checked repeatedly for a pulse and to see if the person is breathing. If the person is no longer breathing, the emergency line should be called immediately for qualified health practitioners to come and take him or her away for urgent care.
Neche quickly begins to try the first aid on Obiageli. His hands are shaking due to fright and panic. He checks and the pulse intensity has reduced drastically. But he continues, as that appears to be his last option since he can't contact any health officer. He is also praying at the same, calling for God's urgent intervention. As that happens, Obiageli passed out, without Neche knowing about it. 
A scene is shown where Obiageli is going to the land of the dead. His late father is seen with a cane flogging her and ordering her to return home. She said it was impossible at that time. His father insists and flogs her harder. As he turns back to return home, she wakes up in real life. Obiageli does not know what has happened to her. "What happened? Why are you crying and shaking me up and down", she asks Neche, who takes time to explain to her how she fainted and the efforts he put in to get her resuscitated. Obiageli also tells him her experience including how her late father sent her back on her way to the land of the dead. They termed what had happened a great miracle and began to worship God for intervening. Obiageli seems perfectly okay, she checks herself, no more bleeding and she can do anything without feeling any pain. 
Episode 3
The next day, as early as 7 am, Dr Ken had reported to the estate. He came in his rickety saloon car with his medical equipment and drugs loaded inside. He packed one side and came to meet the attendant at the estate gate to be confirmed and given a permit card to go in. Most of the estates where rich families reside are gated. Visitors must clear themselves first at the security post before they are allowed to go in, for security reasons.  It is a Sunday and several families are going to the church, so the estate street is quite busy with more people driving out than in. Dr. Ken is facing a bit of a challenge, the guard manning the estate gate cannot get across to Neche to confirm and give permission for him to enter. He has been waiting at the gate for close to an hour now. The guard had been dialing Neche's line and it had been ringing, but he hadn't answered. Neche is still in bed and fast asleep, owing to the stress that he went through last night. At 3 am, he was still awake watching over his wife, even though he had been dozing for a long time. As nature cannot be cheated, he was snatched away by sleep. The gate attendant keeps dialing his line. Two hours are gone now and everyone is beginning to get bothered. "You sure say your Oga and im wife still dey alive for there?", the guard asks Dr. Ken in pidgin English. "God forbid", Dr. Ken rebukes the guard. "What do you mean, if he is still alive? Of course, he is alive. Yesterday was their wedding and they must be very tired. That could be the reason. Keep dialing", Dr. Ken tells him.
 He dialed again and it was picked. "I told you. They overslept because of the stress of yesterday", Dr. Ken says. 
Obiageli is the one with the phone, she feels a lot better. Neche on the other hand is still sleeping. She pushes him to wake him up. Neche struggles to get up. She hands the phone over to him after explaining who is calling. Neche confirms Dr. Ken and approval is given for him to come in. He drives in and in a matter of a few minutes, he gets to Neche's house. Dr. Ken is taken to the guest room where he will stay and do his job. A few minutes later, Neche calls him out to the sitting room; he comes without wasting time. Obiageli sits close to his husband, while Ken sits on the cushion directly opposite them.
"Doctor, it's good you are here early'", Neche starts narrating their last night's ordeal. "You can't imagine what we went through last night. My wife fainted again and even passed on. She would have been gone if not for that God interview. This......", Obiageli pinches him hard, a sign for him to stop talking. Dr. Ken is inquisitive and wants to hear more. But Neche is not speaking further, instead, he changes the topic thanking him for his services so far. Ken is such a smart young man; he catches the game and never bothers them again. He had wanted to hear the full details as that would help him in planning the right medication for Obiageli. But as it is, there is nothing he can do, he just has to comply. He is only a worker and will work according to the directives given to him. Ken is beginning to look at Obiageli with a double eye. He thinks that she is already wielding excess power and control over her husband, which to him is not good enough.  "Why is she controlling him like that? This nice man has brought fire upon himself in the name of wife", Ken says in his heart. 
Ken begins to lecture the couple on the dos and don'ts when a pregnant woman is placed under bed rest. Neche thinks that the lecture is apparently to prepare them ahead since he isn't aware his wife is already expecting. 
"Bed Rest is prescribed to limit physical activity during pregnancy when the pregnancy is threatened with abortion", Dr. Ken tells them. He continues, " It can last a few weeks or even months. It may be at home or in the hospital. Your doctor may put you on partial bed rest or full bed rest. Partial bed rest usually means it's okay to sit, stand, or walk around for short periods. It is sometimes called modified bed rest. Full bed rest usually means you need to lie down most of the day except when you go to the bathroom or take a bath or shower. But every woman and every pregnancy is different. So, the amount of activity you can do will depend on your doctor's recommendations", he teaches them. He is about to continue when Obiageli interrupts, saying she needs to ease herself, and demands Neche to accompany her. They stayed longer than expected. When Dr. Ken could no longer wait, he retired to his room. While in the bathroom, Ken told Obiageli how uncomfortable he felt when he heard Dr. Ken spoke as if she was already pregnant. “He is making it appear as if I got you pregnant before wedding. It is denigrating to my reputation among the church members and the entire people of Okwe who expect a higher standard from me. It makes me feel irresponsible”, Neche complains angrily to his wife. 
“He calls himself a qualified doctor, what stops him from carrying out the necessary examination to be sure of the real cause of your sickness than making a blanket statement”, adds Neche.
Obiageli tries calming him down. She pleads to him not to blame the doctor, saying that he is doing what is expected to. “After marriage, the next should be pregnancy. Or do you wish that I don’t conceive early?" Why are you acting as if you are not expecting us to be pregnant soon? As for me, I need the baby now. Nkem, I want to give you a son as soon as possible. And if you care to know, what we did last night is enough to make me pregnant, because I was already ovulating" said Obiageli to Neche, who laughed himself out. "Keep laughing, you heard me clearly, I started ovulating since yesterday’’, she says looking serious.
 She tells him that it's likely Dr. Ken is in the spirit and prophesying about her pregnancy already. Neche does not want any problem, so he just accepts for peace to reign. Also, further argument would mean putting his wife under unnecessary stress. That he doesn't want. 
Obiageli is capitalizing on the ignorance of Neche about women's reproductive health to brainwash him. Neche isn't a woman type at all. Since his life, he has engaged in only one affair, the second one is with Obiageli. A boy-girl friend is not on his agenda one bit, he devoted most of his time to his business, the remaining to church activities. In recognition of his righteous way of life, the church gave him the “Ezinwa” tittle. Ezinwa means good child. Such a title is given to a youth that is upright in character and lifestyle, and has also distinguished his or herself in service to the church. In-spite of his excess wealth, he has self-control and that is known by everyone.
The morning Mass is over and people are coming to look for Neche in his family house. They did not know that he no longer stays there and Neche didn't tell anyone either, except his nuclear family members. People are concerned about them after what happened the previous day. Also, they were supposed to go for a Thanksgiving during the Morning Mass which is the common practice by most newly wedded couples. Saturday is for the wedding, and the next day Sunday is for Thanksgiving. But due to what happened on the wedding day, the thanksgiving was canceled. Part of the reason the people are coming is also to know the new date for the Thanksgiving. Neche's mother and her remaining children are around. Every one of them came to the wedding. They are busy assisting their mother in attending to visitors. After informing the visitors that Neche no longer lives in the family house, they start leaving one after another. Neche's mother assured the visitors that they would be duly informed about the new date for the Thanksgiving.
The following day, Monday, by the time Obiageli woke up, Neche was nowhere in sight. He has gone to his shop, and his wife is not finding it funny at all. But food, snacks, and drinks had been delivered for her by an online food vendor whom he contacted and placed an order. "This is the very reason some ladies do not want to marry rich men even with all their wealth. They are always after money; every other thing is secondary. Business, business, business, no time for their wives. We are supposed to be enjoying our honeymoon, but he is nowhere", Obiageli laments.
 Neche does not joke with his business. He is among the early birds to report to the shops, even though he is a boss of himself. He would leave the house around 5 am to attend Morning Mass in the Church close to his business area, and from there, he would proceed to the shop. He did that every day. That is to show the level of seriousness that he puts in his business and he has been reaping the rewards as his business keeps increasing. 
Obiageli does not like this kind of life, he wants a man who'll give her time. To her, money is not everything, family is. It was because of this that he loved Richard. Richard indeed was always available. If they fix a time to meet, he would be there an hour before. Many times, he locked up his shop to encamp at a place where he would sight Obiageli passing, so that he would have the opportunity of talking to her. Because of Obiageli, he was fixing choir practice virtually every day. Even when the parish priest was complaining about that, he would find a way to defend actions. But the more he abandoned his business, the more it collapsed. It continued that way until nothing was left in his shop. He started surviving by collecting goods on credit and paying them back after selling them. Obiageli does not know that those who are rich make costly sacrifices to be who they are, and her husband might not be wrong in his ways. He only needs to adjust himself to start spending a little more time with her, not to close the shop to keep her company.
Dr. Ken has been awake, he didn’t come out immediately. 
He had wanted the home owners to come out first before he joined them. But after waiting for some time without seeing them, he decided to go and check on them. Afterall, that’s also part of his assignment in their house. He walks to the sitting room where he sees on Obiageli sited, wearing a long face.
"Good morning, madam", he greets her. Obiageli appears to be lost in thought. He greets her the second time, then the third time, shouting this time. Alarmed by the shouty greeting, she answers suddenly. " It is my husband, this is the second day after our wedding and he has started going to the shop already, not caring that we should be together enjoying our honeymoon", Obiageli reported in anger. Dr. Ken tries his best to calm her down while she nags. He also promises to talk to Neche when he returns home. He continues, "But madam, you need to take things easy now. Your condition doesn't need such stress at all. You don't need your husband's presence that much because you are meant to be on bed rest. Your assignment is to bathe, eat, and go back to bed. No intimate relationship with your husband", he tells Obiageli who mopes, without uttering further words.
Ken checks her blood pressure. "It is going up but still within normal range. Blood pressure isn't supposed to be high during pregnancy. If that happens, it is called preeclampsia which is a danger sign. Preeclampsia is among the leading causes of maternal mortality. Women who have preeclampsia are not allowed to push during delivery. They are in delicate condition and the only way to save their lives is through a CS. So, you must avoid anything that would get you too excited, stressed, and worn out, to enjoy a healthy pregnancy", advised Dr. Ken. It is an interesting learning session for Obiageli and she is enjoying every aspect of the discussion. After speaking to her, both ate part of the food ordered by Neche; Obiageli lays on her bed after taking her bath; Dr. Ken also leaves for his room to relax.
Its past 8 pm and the alarm beg rings, Neche is back with big nylon bags loaded with all kinds of edibles for his lovely wife. He opens the door and comes in. Straight to their living room, Obiageli is asleep already, but not deep in sleep. She wakes up immediately looking sternly at him. 
"Forgive me, my love. It's the traffic. Do you know I left the shop around 4?", please pardon me. He opens the bags that he came home with, brought out for her a lot of edibles including suya, fruit juice, cucumber, and banana. Obiageli’s nerve is a bit clam and cooperating with her husband. Dr. Ken had spoken some sense into her. Neche comes closer and kisses her. "I love you baby", says Obiageli to her husband, smiling. Both come to the sitting room, with Neche holding her waist. Dr. Ken is invited to be with them. Obiageli happily shares the good learning sessions that Dr. Ken put her through while her husband was away. Neche is impressed as he thanked Dr. Ken exceedingly. Obiageli gives part of the things her husband bought to Dr. Ken who took them to his room, bidding them goodnight. 
The next day, before Neche would go out, Dr. Ken approaches him for a talk concerning the complaints made by his wife the previous day when he was at the shop. He urges him on the need to bring someone who would be around to assist his wife while he is away for his business. He said, "Your wife needs more of your love, care, and affection to pull through this difficult period. Most importantly, there should be someone around to assist her since she is still on bed rest and not allowed to perform any strenuous tasks. That person will also be the one to call to alert you in case of any emergency". Neche bought the advice 100 percent and made up his mind to bring in a house help later.
Dr Ken has already spent a week in Neche's house and during this period, he can count the number of times he has set his eyes on the man of the house. He lives home early and returns late due to the increase in traffic which is always the case when it is approaching Christmas. There is a high volume of activities as the people round off business for the year and prepare for the yuletide celebrations. However, he has no reason to raise any eyebrow since his impact is very noticeable. No matter the time that Neche returns home, he would wash all his wife's clothes and keep the house in order. He makes orders for assorted kinds of foods for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, even snacks in between. He does that not minding his class as a very wealthy and good-looking young man. He has told the doctor in confidence that keeping away would be the best for him since he is not supposed to touch his wife for now. He said if they are always together, one thing might lead to another, and they end up having sex, which is not allowed for now. Dr. Ken is happy that Neche could be that understanding.
On his 10th day in their house, as usual, Neche has gone to the shop, Obiageli is alone. She is lying down on the long couch in their sitting room watching television. At a point, he started hearing her speaking angrily. Dr. Ken has the ear of a crocodile, he can hear conversation even when it is done in a low tone. He comes closer to the door and puts his ear nearer. Obiageli is in a telephone conversation, a very bad one at that because she is talking angrily, as one engaging in a quarrel which is not good for her health. Ken allowed her to finish the call so that he would get the full gist, having overheard her commenting on her pregnancy and who was behind it.
"It is over between the two of us; Neche and I are already married and our marriage is for better and for worse. As for the baby, I will send you ten million naira. I hope it is enough for you to start a new life", she said. "Please, if you truly love me, disappear and do not come close to me ever again", she warns.
Dr. Ken heard everything. "So, Neche is not responsible for the pregnancy, no wonder she has been acting funny," Ken muttered.
"Women, women, women...", he said nodding his head in disaffection. Dr. Ken is highly disappointed in Obiageli and wants to leave the house that minute. He sees Neche as a very good man who does not deserve what he is getting. But he must tell her sins to her face before going.
"Madam, I heard everything that you have been saying. So, it's another person that put you in a family way and you are forcing the pregnancy on the poor man? You are such a desperate and wicked young lady. God will judge you", Ken told her harshly, not minding her condition
Obiageli feels distressed and begins to weep. “It is not what you think, it is not. Doctor....she could not complete her statement due to crying. 
"He must not hear this, I beg of you, Dr. Ken. I never knew Neche was such a good man. I cannot lose him, he is my husband forever", she laments, promising him more money to shut him up. Obiageli has seen that the doctor is so gullible and can easily be bribed. She promised to give him another One hundred million naira to keep the secret. With this, Dr. Ken has automatically become a millionaire. He did the mathematics on his head and resolved to spend fifty million naira on their proposed relocation to the US while depositing the remaining one hundred and fifty million naira in a fixed deposit account at home. He accepts the offer but must wait until Obiageli collects the money from her husband. Dr Ken leaves her alone and returns to his room, jubilation for winning yet another jackpot.
Obiageli's head is pounding, she is thinking of meeting Ukanwa to apologize and also bribe her to stop talking further. It was Ukanwa who told Richard that she was carrying her baby and that it was due to the pregnancy that she opted to marry Neche, who was financially capable and ready to settle down, unlike him that has nothing. Ukanwa had vowed that it would be fire for fire between her and Obiageli. She wants Neche to send her packing today or tomorrow, as payback for collecting the only man that she desires and for spoiling her name. It pained her to her bone marrow the way that Neche spoke to her as though she was behind her fainting during her wedding reception. She couldn't imagine Neche ever thinking that she could use juju on her friend, and concluded that it could be Obiageli who painted such a wrong narrative for him. As for Richard, he is prepared to receive cash in exchange for both Obiageli and the baby, as life has become too tough for me. If he had money, he wouldn't think of that because he equally loves Obiageli with his heart.


Episode 4

At the hospital, people are crying and wailing following the death of a new born baby. The baby delivered by the wife of Theophilus died due to lack of proper care. Dr. ken who is the only qualified medical practitioner had been at Neche’s house rendering home service to his wife. Theophilus is a drunkard and known by everyone because he is such a clown and also known for using high-sounding words when speaking. His wife was rushed to the Hope hospital when her condition was already critical. She needed an urgent CS in order to save her baby's life, but no qualified doctor was on ground. By the time a traditional birth attendant contacted to assist them could reach the hospital, the situation had gone beyond redemption. The traditional birth attendant gave Theophilus's wife a herbal concoction to drink in order to make the delivery easier, but by the time the baby came out, he was in a vegetable state, and gave up after a few minutes. Five of Theophilus's sisters, together with his wife and a few family members are crying due to the unfortunate incident. 
Theophilus used to be Neche’s best friend and could have been his best man if not for his condition. He was deceived into leaving the town on the day of the wedding, otherwise he would have come there to disrupt the occasion and Neche wouldn’t do anything, as he still loved him so much and has a soft spot for him. Theophilus is seen coming to the hospital, as usual, his eyes are dim after taking excess alcohol and he staggers as he goes to the hospital.
"The whole universe will stand still today, the earth will quake and thunder will strike to herald the arrival of another homo sapien, the offspring of King Theophilus the great", he said concerning the birth of his baby.
 "These unscrupulous people looked down on me. Their medulla oblongata is so infinitesimal that they failed to see the JJ Okocha in me and know that I can score many goals from the other room", brags Theophilus about the fact that he has been able to impregnate his wife and now expecting a baby.
Theophilus has now reached the hospital and does not know what has befallen him because of the intoxication. Those who heard him talk about his baby felt pity for him and some, especially women weep more for him.
"I am flabbergasted, astonished and indeed   conspicuously depressed by the sights of you females. It is a day of great ecstasy and merriment, because of the advent of my heir; but instead, you are in agony. What is the matter?”, Theophilus said to his wailing sisters and wife.
"He is dead, your son died, because there was no doctor around to help us.", says one of the sisters to Theophilus. "Dr. Ken was not around and there was no other person to salvage the situation. We lost him, the baby is gone", pointing at the dead baby which is wrapped and placed on a table. 
Even in his state, Theophilus knows what has happened to him, he places his hands on his head in grief and begins to weep. In a dramatic circumstance, he carries his dead baby and begins to run with it outside the hospital, as people go after him to take the dead baby from him.
A terrible thing has happened; humans and even the ancestors of Theophilus must be in serious pain and agony. The dead baby means so much to the family, as he would have been the one to be crowned king. Kingship in their community rotates between two families. It is the turn of Theophilus's family to produce the next king if the current king joins his ancestors. It would have been Theophilus's turn, but with his condition, no one would agree to have him ascend the throne. Having a male child was like crossing the Rubicon for Theophilus's parents. In their desperate search for male children, they ended up having ten girls, but five died, remaining five. 
Theophilus who is the only eye of the family does not know himself. He was sent to school, and even went to the university. In his 3rd year, the problem started. He would waste all his pocket monies including school fees on alcoholic drinks and after drinking would be behaving foolishly. On several occasions, he had fallen into gutters and nearly died in one of the occasions, if not for some Good Samaritans that rescued him while drowning in a deep canal. He was eventually expelled by the university authority. When Theophilus returned home, he suddenly started using high sounding words when talking as a way of providing to people that even though he didn't graduate he could compete with graduates when it comes to speaking the English language. With time, speaking that way became part of him. His condition has deteriorated much and all the places his sisters had taken him to for treatment did not yield any fruit. He would drink alcohol to stupor and sometimes slept in the open, except some good spirited persons helped him home. 
All his sisters married outside their community. In order not to allow the lineage of their father to close, his sisters pulled resources together and got him a wife, in the hope she would bear male children. Also, she would help in taking care of Theophilus giving his condition. On many occasions, Theophilus had beaten up his wife, this happened when he was drunk, but as his eyes cleared, he would feel remorse and beg his wife for forgiveness. He would even promise not to drink again, but afterwards, like a dog, he would go back to his vomit. Theophilus’ wife, several occasions, she had threatened to quit the marriage because of the condition of her husband, but whenever that happened, his sisters would come begging and splashing her many gifts. They made sure she lacked nothing; they sent her money every month and made sure she had enough food to eat.  In fact, his sisters are the reason she has remained in the marriage up till now. They had invested so much in the marriage and had hoped that the birth of the baby would be a big reward for them. 
 But Theophilus's family is not the only ones affected by the absence of Dr. Ken. At least there were up to five other deaths excluding miscarriages. It is such a colossal loss and so unbearable that women in Okwe town as a whole decided to protest naked in a bid to pitch their ancestors against the government and medical officers. They accused politicians of neglecting the health section due to endemic corruption that they entrenched in the system.  Medical practitioners on the other hand were accused of being after their pockets and no longer cared about saving lives. According to them, most health facilities focus their attention on the rich while abandoning the masses to die. This is exactly what happened when Dr. Ken abandoned dozens of people on admission and went to offer home service for Neche's wife, living in their house for a whole 2 weeks, without any other competent doctor available.
Now, Dr. Ken has completed his assignment at Neche's house and is driving home happily. In just 2 weeks he earned One hundred million, and with that he is sure of fulfilling his dream of relocating to the United States with his wife and children. He is also blackmailing Neche's wife to pay him another one hundred million naira. He has become extremely rich overnight. He is rejoicing home. On his way home, he decided to branch at the hospital to know where to start from when he reports to work the next day. Getting to the hospital, things have gone out of hand, lots of deaths and several complicated cases. Sights of people crying and wailing following the death of their loved ones were common in all the wards, especially the emergency unit.   He enters the section where Theophilus's wife is, her husband is there too. Dr. Ken asks to know what had happened to them and they told him. "Sorry about that”, he tells them casually. About to leave them to meet with others, Theophilus in anger holds him on the neck in a bid to strangle him to death.
"What are you trying to do? Are you okay?" Ken asks Theophilus. "Help, help, help me o", this is a mad man", Dr Ken cries out for help, as some of the people come to rescue him from Theophilus. Theophilus is such a hefty man, full of power. Dr. Ken is no match for him in fight.
"Allow me, let me squeeze life out of him", Theophilus begs those stopping him from dealing with Dr Ken.
"Earnestly, I want to commit manslaughter, exterminate him from the face of the earth. These doctors are inhuman, they will neglect patients and treat them with disdain. When they die, they will say sorry we lost him. This, I can't assimilate, I will retaliate ", he threatens while crying. The alcohol appears to be clearing from his eyes gradually and he is regaining his senses.
While that happens, a group of the protesting women land at the hospital. They had gone around some places in the city and now come to the Hospital after hearing about what has happened at Hope hospital. They are tying only wrapper from waist down. The rest of their body including her breast areas are left bare.
This is a very bad omen; women protesting naked is a big issue because after such problems follow. 
Ken sees the cladless women coming, all holding a fresh leave, he becomes frightened and eloped through the back of the hospital, abandoning his vehicle……………………………………….
From Hope hospital, the protesting women head to other nearby hospitals and government establishments, laying curses on them. Now, the masses in the town have joined the protest. The entire town erupts in protests over the sorry State of the health sector that has led to many avoidable deaths. As it is, Dr. Ken knows that it is time to Japa. He has already submitted his papers at the US embassy, but haven't been given a date to visa interview. He thought to himself that he would no longer wait until he is given a date for visa interview, he decided to buy a date, meaning he will do it at his own time. "What America wants is money and now I have the money to spend. There is nothing stopping me again ", he said.
He made the necessary contacts and a visa interview date was secured. He deposited seventy million naira into his bank account to boost his account statement, thereby making it difficult for them to deny him visa. This is because the embassy gives preference to those who have money, they will easily grant them visa once they know that one is bringing a lot of money into America, whether or now the person is a thief, does not matter.
 In less than a month, Ken left for America with his wife and children. Hope hospital is now permanently abandoned to its fate. Before he left, he had threatened Obiageli to comply without delay which she did. He has now made two hundred million naira from Neche's family.

Episode 5
Having failed in her plot to use Richard to bring down Obiageli, Ukanwa is thinking of Theophilus as a better vessel for the job. Though a drunkard, Theophilus is brave and not afraid to confront anyone. He will tell you your wrongs and damn the consequences. Ukanwa heard that his wife had a stillbirth and that Obiageli was at the center of it all since Dr. Ken neglected all others at their hospital to render home care to her, living in their home for two weeks. So, she goes searching for Theophilus to reveal all others, outside Dr. Ken that contributed to the death of his son.
But Theophilus dislikes Ukanwa so much due to her gossiping nature. He often refers to her as the girl that goes about doing "cho cho cho". Now Theophilus is returning from the village square where they usually give him free drinks. He is going back to his house. Even since he lost his boy during childbirth, he made it a duty to come home early to be with his wife and to try his luck to score another goal. That was the advice given to him by his sisters and he has been faithful to it. 
Ukanwa was the first to see him and was reluctant to approach him easily. She is well aware that he detests her like a plague and doesn't want to be associated with her matter, but she is not giving in. She summons the courage to confront him. Theophilus sights her and throws his face away. "Theo Theo! The only man in Okwe that knows and speaks English well; I hail you o", he praises him. Theophilus stops momentarily, turns to look at her, and says, "CNN, you again? Cho Cho Cho Cho, that's all you know. Quit the pretense, Theophilus cannot easily be hoodwinked, what is the news?". Ukanwa feels a bit uncomfortable but easily summons courage. "Why do you hate me so much, Theophilus? Why? I heard about your loss and only come to sympathize with you", she said to Theophilus. The mere mention of his loss weakens him as he swallows the next thing he wants to say. "Ngu will strike them dead, Amadioha will wipe them away, and all that have a hand in the unfortunate death of the innocent baby will all go down ", she cursed. Ngu and Amadioha are two major deities in Okwe Town responsible for killing a lot of people in the past. The names of people who committed crimes against others such as murder, theft, false witnessing, etc. were brought to the deities which struck them dead if they were guilty. Ukanwa continues as Theophilus watches in amazement, "Such a heartless lady, Obiageli is heartless! She kept Dr Ken to herself alone for others to perish. She must go down. I have the information to destroy her for the rest of her miserable life".
"I knew fully well that you have something to gossip about. Ukanwa Cho Cho Cho! Will you ever change? Besides, you and she used to be five and six, what has gone amiss? Theophilus said, uninterested in her gossip. About to leave her, Ukanwa blocks him and brings out money to give him for a drink. "You want to bride me? What is in your mouth that it can't shut up? I am not interested in your money, don't gossip with me", he said leaving her without collecting the money. When Ukanwa knew that Theophilus was not ready to give her a listening heart, she started releasing all she had in stock for him. She followed him as he went; while telling him everything about the real person responsible for Obiageli's pregnancy and informed him it was because of that their marriage was rushed. This gossip sounds real to Theophilus as he pauses to get a full load of it. Theophilus is among them that can easily detect a pregnancy in its early stages. He was aware that Obiageli was pregnant before her marriage but thought that it was Neche who was responsible, which caused them to rush their marriage.
"This is an opportunity for you to get your pound of flesh, Obiageli killed your only son, she mustn't get away with it", Ukanwa tells Theophilus who is getting interested. 
"Really?", asked Theophilus. 
"More than real. It is a fact. It is Richard, not Neche that is responsible for her pregnancy", she replied, then turned to leave. She has achieved her aim. Theophilus has gotten the gist and is interested. He wouldn't allow the killers of his son to go free.
Instead of going home, Theophilus changes direction. He makes up his mind to meet Neche at his family house, which is a trekkable distance from where he is. In about 30 minutes, he is there. Only Neche's mother is at home. She welcomes him happily. Theophilus is a very popular figure in the town and a lot of people like him even though he is a drunkard. Theophilus fails to come in, saying he was in a hurry and only wanted to see Neche. She thought, that he probably came to Neche for money to buy drinks.
"Theo, when will you stop taking this alcohol? It is not good for you. Please, my son, stop it for your good", she told him.
"I have not come to ask for money from your son, so don't be afraid. I only come to tell him something very important. Call Neche for me. Or where can I meet him?" Theophilus asked her. 
She tells him that Neche no longer lives in the family house, but packed into his own house after his wedding. Also, he must be in his shop in the heart of the city which is not close. Because he was drunk, he failed to understand that Neche wouldn't probably be at home at this time of the day. It's around 3 pm on Saturday. Most people close shop at 6 pm. Theophilus made up his mind to meet Neche in the church tomorrow after morning Mass since he probably can't gain access to the estate where he has relocated.
The next day, Sunday Theophilus camped somewhere to watch when Neche would be driving home. He came around 7 am and was already drunk. He peeped inside every vehicle that passed. No one picks offense from the way he peeps inside their vehicles because he is a friend to everyone. A lot of the people that passed gave him money. At around 9 am, Neche approaches where he is and stops. Neche and Theophilus had come a long way, they used to be childhood friends. He comes out of his jeep to exchange greetings with him and possibly pressure him to join them in the vehicle so that he would drop him at his house before going home. Neche is not aware of his loss. Obiageli is busy pressing her phone and not paying attention to them. 
"There is no long talk during an evening service, so I will go just straight to the point. Nothing is hidden under the earth. You are my friend and what affects you concerns me. It is barely a month that you weeded and your wife's pregnancy is already showing. Are you sure you are the one that did the job? Or are you fathering another man's child?", Theophilus told him. This shocks Neche, he is saddened too, but is helpless because of who he is to him. He wants to quickly discharge him so that his wife won't hear the discussion. "We will talk another day", says Neche to him as he tries to return to his vehicle and drive. He puts his hand in his pocket, brings out a bundle of money, and gives it to Theophilus, who resists.
"I have not come to beg you for money but reveal a secret to you. Richard is the father of the baby your wife is carrying", he tells him and leaves. Neche is dumbfounded. This is the second time he would be told this. The first was by Ukanwa, which she delivered through text message to his phone. He didn't believe her because of her reputation as a gossip. Coming from Theophilus, he is taking it seriously, because he is not a gossip and is known everywhere as a truthful person. He prays in his heart that this should not be true because his heart would not carry it if it turned out to be true. Neche is feeling uncomfortable as he mounts on the steering. Obiageli senses his sudden change of countenance and doesn't want to make a case out of it. She thought that his husband was as usual sad as a result of his friend's condition. Neche used to tell her how bad he felt that Theophilus ended up a drunkard. He used to tell her that Theophilus was such a bright fellow, and would have gone far in life without his current state. As they drove home, the flashback of all that had happened from the rushing of their marriage to fainting during their wedding reception, bleeding, and lectures of pregnancy by Dr. Ken filled his head. He is beginning to sense an atom of truth. From that day, he started suspecting every move made by Obiageli.

Episode 6

This is their three months in marriage and Neche has already traveled out of the country twice for business; he is planning to travel again for the third time. His goods coming from China have been delayed for over six months and he cannot wait any longer, so he has to go to China to clear whatever that is the cause of the delay. Obiageli has been vexed ever since he brought up the issue of going to China. The first one that he traveled, he spent nine days before returning home, the second one, he was away for nearly two weeks. Because of the issues that come with pregnancy, Obiageli's body yearns for her husband all the time, but not having him enough due to his several business commitments. He begs him not to travel this time, and exercises a little more patience, hoping that the consignments will be delivered soon. But all the pleas were to Neche, water poured on stone, they are not entering at all. He insists on traveling. 
"You are a strong woman, my love, you can do it. Chinasa will as usual move in to be with you and I promise that I won't keep you waiting. I will come back fast", Neche begs his wife who is not paying him attention. Chinasa is their new house help. According to the arrangements, she works from her home, she would come in the morning to serve and by evening she goes back home. But whenever Neche traveled out and would not spend the night in his house, Chinasa would stay all through to assist Obiageli. She will continue in this manner till after six months, then will come and live fully with them. The six months is their honeymoon period.
"Aren't you paying attention to me, my love? Please, reason with me and allow me to go just this last one. A lot of money is involved. The consignments are worth over 500 million naira and some of the goods will start spoiling if they stay too long on the road", Neche begs to be allowed to travel to save the goods. Obiageli begins to weep, as Neche tries to console her.
 By 8 am the next day, Neche is set to leave the house for the airport. The driver that often dropped him is around. Neche is ready to leave but still has to cheer his wife up first. Obiageli is not happy at all. He begs her continuously, but she does not accept. "Oga, time is going on. If you don't go now, you will miss your flight,” said the driver. Neche checks the watch on his hand and sees that it is almost half past eight. His flight is at 9 am. At this time, Neche leaves her and joins his driver in the vehicle to the airport.
At the time, Chinasa has come. She greets everyone and goes to start her chores, starting with cleaning up the kitchen. Obiageli in anger went inside her room and after about two hours, came out to meet Chinasa. Now Chinasa is mopping the floor of the sitting room. "You won't be sleeping overnight. Go home as soon as you complete your assignments, as I will be spending the night in my parents ‘place", Obiageli tells Chinasa who okays her and continues her chores.
Obiageli has a plan to invite Richard to come over and satisfy her like he did the last time. After she had paid him 10 million naira to forget about the baby and leave her alone to marry her husband, Obiageli later went back to settle with him. She thought that Neche wasn't giving her enough sex owing to his busy schedule, so she contracted Richard to feel that void. She brought him to their house the last time that Neche traveled abroad, and is planning a repeat. So as soon as Neche departs to the airport, she calls Richard to get ready. 
Meanwhile, Neche had called to inform her when their flight was about to take off. By evening, she went to church for a prayer meeting of one of the pious societies that she is a member of. It is a 2-hour prayer meeting starting from 7 pm. When she was driving home, Richard was already hanging around at a secluded area of the road where they agreed to meet. She stops and he jumps into the vehicle without delay. "How is my baby kicking?", he asks her jokingly. "Point of correction, remember you have been paid off. You have nothing to do with the baby. He is fully Neche's", and two of them laugh it out.
"It pains me deeply that another man has taken over my wife. Oby, you know how much I love you, even more than I love myself. I can't survive this world without you. Money, money, it will never be well with you. I lost the love of my life because of money", Richard said, getting sad.
"Don't just start, don't start!", she warned him.
"I did everything I could do just for you to stand like a man. You squandered all the money I collected from Neche and handed over to you. If you had invested the money wisely you would have made it and come and marry me. You wasted everything on gambling and smoking. Don't remind me what has gone. Don't; I warn you ", she added. They didn't talk to each other again till they reached home. 
Once they reached home, the two undressed and went to the bathroom to have their bath. From the bathroom to the sitting room where they had the first round of sex. She sat on the long couch in their sitting room for the intercourse. Then they proceed to the dining table for another round. Obiageli enjoys sex when done in many styles and locations. Richard is good at that and ready to give even more. "This is why I talk about you, Richard you are so good in this department, thank you for making me feel like a woman again. Neche has killed all the cells in me. He is so rigid and cares not about satisfying a woman", Obiageli said. "You knew all that and still went ahead to marry him. I insist you could have waited a little longer. I know I will make it. Let's run away my dear, we can still be together", he said to her, while the lovemaking continued.
They are carried away doing what they are doing when Neche unexpectedly enters, catching them red-handed. He had the spare keys and had entered gently in order not to disturb his wife whom he thought would be sleeping and wouldn't want to interrupt her sleep. However, as he entered, he saw a male footwear, shirt, and trousers, which made him come gently to catch who the person could be. Something happened after their flight had taken off; the weather was bad due to harmattan haze and the pilot had to make an emergency landing, before making a U-turn back home. That was after they had traveled close to an hour.
"So, it is true", said Neche to them. "Obiageli! Richard! Oh, I am finished. So, it is true?", shouted Neche in amazement, crying. The two love birds quickly disentangle, with Obiageli begging for forgiveness.
"Your friend Ukanwa warned me and I didn't listen because I thought it was her usual gossip. Theophilus confirmed it the day we were returning from church. So, it is true. It's not mine. The baby, is he's?", Neche said weeping. He grabbed Obiageli and started beating her and even kicking her belly. Neche may be kind and gentle, but his anger is deep. He can kill in anger.
"That bastard you are carrying will not live. It will be aborted right now", Neche told Obiageli as he battered her.
Richard had tried to run away, but could not as all the doors could not be opened easily. As he struggled in vain to force one of the doors open, he heard the distressed cry of Obiageli and ran back to save her. Seeing Obiageli being battered, he came to assist her. Neche gave him a dirty slap that landed him on the floor. When Richard stood up, he carried a kitchen stool which Obiageli usually used to sit on when doing some light chores, and hit Neche on the back of his head. He falls, with blood gushing out. Obiageli and Neche are now on the ground. Richard runs to save Obiageli, who has some strength and manages to stand up. Neche has lost so much blood and is about to die, he exclaims in a loud voice. " Agunechemba!", he called himself in agony. Agunechemba is his complete name meaning the tiger that protects a town.  People have shortened it to Neche. He reels in excruciating pain. "How has the mighty fallen? Obiageli, so you have succeeded? What did I do to you? I gave you everything.  What will I tell my late father? That I died for love? I loved you so dearly, but you never cared about me. Oh, my God! I have died for a useless love. Forgive me Lord and accept my soul", Neche said with his voice fading. 
"You will die a shameful death and my spirit will hunt you for the rest of your life. You will never have that happiness because the God of our ancestors will surely avenge my deaths. Obiageli! Obiageli, Obiage......' he couldn't call it to the end as he gave up the ghost. 
Obiageli is not happy that Richard killed him, she cries and weeps." why did you kill him? You have killed my husband. Oh, I am finished. Richard, so you are capable of killing someone? she laments. 
Richard shows no sign of remorse. He is happy that Neche is out of his way, so he can now take his place in the life of Obiageli. 
It is now around 11 pm and most people have gone to bed. As a result, the estate has become quiet. So, there is nothing they will do now. Obiageli and Richard had cooked a plan to put Neche in the car that he usually took to shop and drop him at a secluded part of the expressway, where people would think that he was killed by robbers or assassins. They will execute it around 4 am tomorrow. Around that time, they did as they planned and abandoned his corpse in the car and left. From there, Obiageli went to the church, telling people that it was her husband who dropped her at the church before going to his shop. 
After morning Mass, Obiageli went to his father's house. His father who is a government worker had left for work. Ezinne is preparing to go to her food store in the market. "Thank God you are here. My daughter, I have been having nightmares concerning you and your husband. Last night, I dreamt that you carried him in the car to a dangerous neighborhood, you left him there and returned home. Later, it was rumored that some dangerous people there had killed him. Since then, I have been worried", Ezinne Eucharia said. "You don't have to worry mum, remember you normally told us not to waste our time worrying over dreams, that dreams are not to be trusted. There is nothing to worry about. We are fine. He dropped me at the church and from there drove to his shop", explained Obiageli. Ezinne Eucharia is a bit relieved, but she still feels somehow. She is a good dreamer as her dreams usually come to pass. However, they are taught in their church that dreams are just mere creations of imagination and should not be trusted. So, she refused to pay attention to her dreams. But the thought about this one refused to leave her.

OBIAGELI AND EZINNE TALKING AFTER NECHE DIED

Obiageli and Ezinne Eucharia have been discussing as mother and daughter at the Sitting room. Ezinne had served breakfast, but none is eating. Ezinne said she has suddenly become sick and can't taste anything. Obiageli on the other hand says she does not feel like eating anything yet. Her mother had noticed that she had not been herself ever since she came, and began to probe her to know if she is okey.
"Nne, you bother yourself so much. I thought you I am fine, it’s only a mild headache and I know it would go away by the time I sleep and wake up", Obiageli explained to her mother. 
"Headache is common during the first trimester of pregnancy, at second trimester it should disappear. When it continues as you are having, it is not normal. Something could be responsible and the commonest thing is preeclampsia. We have to go to the hospital to check your BP. BP in pregnancy is not good at all, it's a risk factor and must not be taken for granted", Ezinne told her.
Obiageli continuously defended herself to prove that she is not sick and her mother is finding it hard to accept because of the way she looks. 
"Could it be you have problem with your husband?" Ezinne asked looking at her to get a response. "I know Neche is a very responsible young man, except that he had been pretending to be good. Has he been treating you badly?", Ezinne asked.
"Nne, stop all these questions, I told you I will be fine. It's just a light headache. Or if you are not going to give me peace, I better start going back", Obiageli said to her mother. 
Ezinne, though not satisfied with the answers she is getting from her daughter, manages to drop the topic. She tries to eat, but only able to swallow five balls of Iba. She urges Obiageli to also try and eat small for the sake of her health and well-being of the baby. According to her, pregnant women need to eat balanced died and that breakfast is very important for the fetus to develop fine and the mother to be well nourished to deliver safely. But all the explanation made no meaningful to Obiageli as she bluntly refused to taste anything. Ezinne had to leave her alone for the meantime. She is convinced that her daughter is not okay, and would wait for the cause to be revealed. She covered the plates and returned the food to the kitchen and start dressing up to her shop. She is already late. She will leave Obiageli alone at home, and come back home at intervals to check on her. This is not the first time that she would be coming to stay in her parent's house. She comes very often. Since she is not working yet, she used to come when the husband had gone to the shop and went back in the evening. When that happened, she would have informed Chinasa not to come to work.  Throughout the day, her mother would look after her. She would stay small in the store and come back to the house to check on her as well as prepare her food to eat. Ezinne doesn't joke with Obiageli at all, being her only daughter. She is ready to do anything for her. Obiageli has really dealt with her, she is such a difficult pregnant woman to handle. One day, she had told Ezinne Eucharia that she would eat Oha soup with Pounded Yam for, she quickly went to the market to get all the ingredients for the delicacy, just as she was about to bring down the soup from fire, Obiageli said she no longer want that, and asked for African salad prepared with ugba, ogiri and dry fish. Ezinne had to go back to the market to get the items for the second delicacy. She had never complained, but did everything happily. It pains her that she seemed not to have solution to Obiageli's present situation, even though she is claiming that all is well.
While Obiageli is in her parent's house, Chinasa had gone to the estate to report for the days duty, but no one to facilitate her entrance. The attendant at the estate had tried Neche's phone line severally and it didn't go through. He didn't have Obiageli's line as he is not permitted to directly call wives in the estate unless instructed otherwise by their husbands. Chinasa has her number but couldn't call because the relationship between them hasn't been that cordial. Obiageli didn't like the idea of having a grown-up girl to be their house help. She has the mindset that the woman would be eyeing her husband and may one day snatch him from her. She prefers a male household instead. Neche on the other hand wouldn't want a boy, because of his believe that he might end up sleeping with her giving that Obiageli appears to have a high urge for sex. Neche had been planning of settling the matter once and for all, by bringing a nanny that is advanced in age. But was yet to see the one he liked.
Chinasa decided to hang around the estate gate waiting for her madam to arrive. It is now around nine o'clock in the morning. Suddenly, there were sounds of people crying in the estate. Some people watching the 9 am news by local television station gave a breaking news on Neche's lifeless body abandoned in his car. The news spread fast like wildfire and in a matter of a few minutes, it has gotten round the estate. Attendant at the gate began to weep profusely. He liked Neche more than everyone else in the estate, because of his acts of generosity towards him. Any day he returned; he would give him a reasonable sum of money as he opened the gate for him to drive in. Chinasa seeing the gate assistant crying and everyone in panic mood, comes close to know what's actually happening. "Na your Oga o, Oga Neche , I don die, I don die o. They talk am for news", he told Chinasa. "Holy Ghost fire, my Oga can't die", Chinasa rejected the information. She is expecting to hear more from the gate attendant, when the a  special police squad arrive  in their van ,with the siren blaring. The police men who are all armed jump out the van, demanding to see the estate authority and Neche's family members. Chinasa in her state of bewilderment places her two hands on her head, crying and shouting on top of her voice. She still needs to get the full details, as far as she knew, Neche traveled out to China as he informed her. So, she wants to know how he died, but she is suspecting plane crash. She would have called Obiageli,but did not know how to go about it. She simply runs out of the place to her house.
Now the information has gone round in Okwe. Obiageli's father heard about it and returned home quickly in order to control his wife and pregnant daughter. Coming home, Obiageli was the one around, Ezinne Eucharia has just left to the shop. He tries to come up with stories to indirectly prepare her daughter's to be ready to cope with any unfortunate development like the death of her very close person. Obiageli knows quite well where his father is going, but pretends to be ignorant of the whole thing. As Ezinne goes, she suddenly hits her left leg on the stone and her toe cuts with blood gushing. When such happens, it is considered a bad omen. "I said it that everything is not alright", she said while grilling in pain. She turns back instantly to her home. Getting home, here is her husband coming out with his face not looking good. This is the first time that he will be at home during official hour. Ezinne is convinced something bad has happened, and suspecting it could be her daughter that is involved.
"Obiageli nnwam! Where is she? Nna anyi, what has happened to our daughter? I will not survive if anything happens to her", Ezinne Eucharia lamented. As the two are looking confused at each other, Obiageli comes out. Ezinne feels a bit relieved, but panting as her heart beats faster. "Nna anyi, how come you are home at this time of the day? I don't feel comfortable at all seeing you. What has happened?", she asked her husband. Ezinne Eucharia flashed back on her dream last night. She starts dialing Neche's mobile line. "I can't get through to many son-in-law!" She said panicking. "Neche cannot be reached! Nna anyi what's happening? I dreamt bad about him last night, and I asked Obiageli and she said he was okay", she stated. "Women calm down, nothing is new under the sun", he said.
"What do you mean I should calm down; nothing is new under the sun? No need talking, I have to go and see him at his shop", said Ezinne as she decides to go the shop to check on Neche and be sure that he is okay. 
"Stop this! Woman stop! If you act this way, what do you expect Obiageli to do? I have told you that nothing is new under the sun", he stated cautioning Ezinne to put herself today. He is looking for a way to break the news. He can't hold it any further, otherwise others will reveal it as it is no longer a secret. Because Neche is popular, nothing about him can be hidden, talk less his death. Already people have started protesting at the city center over his murder. Soon,the protest will go round.
Obiageli has now left the two, she went inside to lie down, while her parents talk at the frontage of their house.
"Woman, like I said earlier, nothing is new under the sun, your suspicion is right, Neche is no more, he was assassinated this morning on his way to the shop. You must be strong for your daughter, she is in delicate situation as a result of her pregnancy", said Obiageli's father to his father.
In deep shock, Ezinne Eucharia drops her handbag on the ground and begins to weep. "I told you to hold yourself because of her. See her condition", he warned her. As he presses her to stop crying, so her voice is becoming louder. Obiageli has been monitoring every of their moves. When he was sure that it has been revealed to Ezinne Eucharia by her father, she gently comes out and catches her mother crying. Obiageli now begins to cry profusely. "Papa, so this is what you have been hiding from me? I am finished. Neche has died, leaving me and his baby. So, this innocent baby will not know his father", she said while crying. She opens her phone, showing it to her parents, she said, "it is even all over the social media. The murdered my husband on his way to the shop. They have assassinated Neche", Obiageli cries, as both Ezinne and her father console her.

THEOPHILUS ARRESTED
News about Neche's death exploded like a bomb with the social media being the major channel of information dissemination. Someone had taken a picture and shared on Facebook in a bid to alert the authorities, and before the authorities could even open the message, it was all over the social media space. There is chaos in the land, a big iroko has fallen. Quickly, the youths in various parts of the city mobilized themselves for protest. There are different groups of protesters, demonstrating in different places. "We no go gree, we no go gree", they chanted as they matched to the government house and the King's Palace to register their grievance. "We would not accept this. How can they eliminate such a good man? This should not be business as usual; the police must do the right thing this time", said one the boys leading the protest to government's house.

Theophilus has joined those protesting to the palace of their kingdom, and he is the toast of all eyes. He is wearing only a pair of trousers and no shirt. As usual, he is drunk and staggering, holding a trunk of fresh leaves. Each of the protesters hold a trunk of fresh leaves, which is the usual way of demonstrating angrily in Okwe. "What impudence! The unscrupulous and notorious elements have done their worst. They advanced peaceably and in decorum like the green snake in a green grass, and before mortals could decode their antics, they had released their venomous sting. I seriously smell a rat", voiced Theophilus with people applauding him. "Yes, Theo is right! Neche was such a good man, loved by all. No sane person in Okwe could have thought about murdering him. We must take the matter to Ngu to decide. Let Ngu deal with the matter in its own way", shouted one of the protesters, who weeps profusely like others. There are two deities in Okwe, Amadioha and Ngu, both representing the male and female deities of fertility in the town. They are believed to be instrumental to their large harvests especially among those farming Yam. But in the time of troubles, the deities were also consulted as a judge. In that case, the killed the guilty one and exonerated the innocent. Ngu was regarded as the most wicked one, that was believed to have the power to kill within one year. Amadioha is less lenient, it often acts by causing low crop yield. But since western religion gained root in the town, the deities were abandoned. 
"Only Ngu will do justice to this, me must bring her back to judge this matter. The culprits must not be allowed to go free. We longer have confidence in government, the police is corrupt either. Ngu is our last hope", the boy said again. Theophilus has been sitting at the frontage of the Palace after much demonstrations. They are expecting the King to come out to meet them, unaware that he was not around. He had gone to the mortuary to confirm Neche's corpse. While they wait, a police van filled with armed officers arrive, shooting in the air and tear gassing them. The target of the officers was Theophilus and they caught him as he tried to escape like others. Theophilus who looks shocking at the development was buddied into the can and they drove off. 

Obiageli had gone to make a formal statement, accusing Theophilus as the prime suspect in the murder of her husband. She had informed the police that prior to the incident, Theophilus attacked them and had vowed to deal with them, for being the reason Dr. Ken wasn't available to care for his wife, leading to the death of his son during delivery. 



Ken suffers in America

Ken has spent nearly 2 years in America and has nothing to show for it, instead it has been from one problem to another. It is around midnight but he is not sleeping due to many things going on in his head. " What have I done to myself? I would have been better off in Nigeria" he muttered while lying on the bed with his wife and two children in their one-room apartment. His wife has been hearing him but pretended to be asleep. At some point, she could no longer hold her peace. "We will be fine Honey; I have told you severally to stop worrying; we will be fine. Hard times do not last forever", she told him, consoling him. "I forbid you! You are the cause of all these problems. My life has been ruined as a result of your infidelity. Cheap prostitute!", he shouted down his wife, who kept quiet at once, to avoid another beating. 
Ken is desperately unhappy with his wife for what she did. Exactly one year after they landed in the US, she was caught in the act of engaging in sex. It was a very shameful one because it occurred in the open.  She had gone one day to relax at the park, right at the park's restroom where she was easing herself, a male cleaner there took hold of her and raped her.  He capitalized on the fact that the park was empty at that time, being during an official time. Because she had not started work, she used to visit the park every day to fight boredom and when she came, she would engage in discussion with the boy who was also a Nigerian from the same village as hers.  At a point, the boy started making advances to her, but she neglected it, thinking that he was joking, till that day when he walleyed her and raped her. She struggled hard to resist him but he overpowered her. The boy later apologized to her, blaming his action on the fact he had been sex-starved, and couldn't resist the urge when he saw her naked from where he was peeping. He also claimed that he didn't know what came over him to do what he did.
She didn't know how to report the incident to the park authority, because it was a shameful thing to her. But the action started affecting her husband. According to their culture, if another man sleeps with a married woman, her husband will start having strange problems and eventually die if nothing is done to appease the land. In a week, Ken had accidents thrice, he nearly died in one. As if that was not enough, he fell into a ditch, two days after he swallowed the bone of a fish almost sending him to the grave. The climax of it was when he mistakenly and strangely forgot the scissors in the belly of the woman that he carried out a CS on. That incident caused Dr. Ken a lot as was arrested, imprisoned for 6 months, and made to spend the remaining money that he came into the US from Nigeria to bribe the medical authority and close the matter. It was after that incident that his wife had to open. At first, she didn't know that the culture would also be bound to those living in far away from the US. She also thought that it was long dead since it stopped having effects on people.
Dr. Ken never believed his wife that it was rape, he concluded that it was intentional for her to have kept it from him.
 Ever since he learned about it, he stopped eating his wife's food and would not copulate with her either. This is according to their culture. He will resume relating with her again after a sacrifice has been made to appease the land. Ken loved the wife but because of what was going on, he detested her and even started abusing her. He used to beat her up at the slightest provocation. He only started treating her like a human being since she became the breadwinner. The problem made Ken lose everything and must depend on his wife to survive, even though he is culturally banned from any close association with her.
"How do I treat this matter? he asked, weeping. Ken is a fully traditional man who believes so much in culture. He would have returned to Nigeria with his wife so that the necessary rituals could be carried out if it was buoyant.

OBIAGELI DELIVERS
"Take him away, he is not my son! screened Obiageli who is acting abnormally as his new born baby is brought to her. The midwife that brought the baby is baffled at her strange behavior. "I said he is not my son, take him to his rightful mom, I am not the mom”, continues Obiageli weeping. The drama has started attracting attention as people including some nurses and doctors come to assist with the mindset that she has become insane. 
Obiageli was unstable after delivery following a difficult labour. Her baby is on the big size and could have been delivered easily through a CS, but she insisted on having a normal delivery that nearly took her life. When the baby eventually came out, she was too week and rushed to the emergency section to be stabilized. As her condition has returned to normal, her baby was brought to her so that she can start breastfeeding him. But the moment she sighted her baby, she began to act abnormally. She noticed that instead of resembling the biological father Richard, the baby is a spitting image of her late husband that is not responsible for the pregnancy. "How did this happened", she asked herself in her confused state. As this resonated in her brain, she lost control and busted out, demanding that the baby is was not hers and should be taken out of her sight. Medical practitioners and concerned mothers are around her in a bid to offer her help. However, as more of them had come, Obiageli comes back to her senses, pretending all is alright. All the people that gathered are baffled at her erratic behaviour. Meanwhile, the medical team are making arrangements to take her to the ward where people with mental challenges are cared for. While that happens, Neche's mom come around to behold her grandson and sister in-law. "Ayoooo! Neche's mom screens with joy, over the delivery of the baby. "My son has returned, Neche has reincarnated! See how he looks exactly like his father", she said when noticing the striking resemblance between the new baby and her late son, Neche. She dances about while chanting songs for welcoming a new born baby. Ezinne Eucharia comes and joins her. The two women starts making merry as others join them to celebrate the birth of the baby. But Obiageli isn't happy at all. Beholding the baby, brings back the memories of Neche's death and that makes her get more upset. Her mom and mother-in-law sense that she has not been happy, they thought it's because Neche was not around to witness the birth of the baby, and because of that have been doing their best to console and make her happy. Now two health officials sent to fetch Obiageli for emergency treatment at the mental ward are around. Obiageli refuses to follow them, insisting nothing is wrong with her. Her Mom and mother-in-law also resisted her being taken for any mental treatment. The medical director was eventually brought into the matter and after a quick check, it was concluded that she is normal and fit to be discharged. 
How will she explain this to Richard? She is very sure that he was the one that got her pregnant, but how the baby took after late husband in look is unexplainable to her. The two had agreed to travel abroad and get married over there. All along that she was pregnant, Richard was coming secretly to visit and offer her some vital services including conjugal activities. It was their agreement that they won't be seeing in the public, so that people would not start suspecting their relationship. The plan was to involve in the secret affairs for three years when she must have finished mourning her husband, Neche, immediately after that, they would relocate abroad with their baby as a family. She is afraid this new development would definitely truncate their plan.
Obiageli's phone rings, it's Richard calling to know if she had delivered safely. He was aware when she fell into labour, but hasn't gotten an update as her phone was switched off throughout her stay at the labour room. He is glad to reconnect with her again. "Sweetheart! he called her. "Good to hear your voice again. Hope you had a safe delivery? How about my son. How. ...he was asking many questions at the same time and Obiageli was reluctant to supply all the answers. He paused to be sure that everything was alright. "You are not answering my Oby, please tell me everything went well. Tell me how my son is fine", he asked panicking. "Baby and I are fine, it was a difficult delivery but. .", he cuts in. "But what? What happened to Junior? What?", he inquired. Immediately, the baby of a baby is heard and Richard could hear Ezinne Eucharia and Obiageli's mother-in-law talking to her to drop the call and breastfeed the baby. He quickly ended the call, feeling satisfied. "I am now a father, yes I am a father", he boasted. "He shall be called Richard Junior", he said smiling.
 The two women have been reprimanding Obiageli for not giving the baby adequate attention. Oftentimes, when the baby cries, she pays little or no attention to him. The women had thought her action was due to inexperience, but that's not so. Each time she looks at him, all that she sees is her late husband whom the baby exactly looks like. It’s as though her late husband is hunting her through the baby.
"When you breastfeed him well, he won't disturb you, he is always awake because he is hungry. Your mother in-law and I are here for you to give you all the support that you need. Yours is to give him breast whenever he needs it. Boys like breasts a lot", Ezinne Eucharia advised her daughter.
The women have been calling the baby, Neche Junior because of the striking resemblance between him and his father Neche. His real name could have been Azunna, which is given to a baby that is born after the father is dead. Sometimes they call him Azunna, but Neche Junior is what they call him frequently. Meanwhile, Obiageli has been breastfeeding her baby while throwing her face away. On their part, the women have been packing their belongings to start going home since they have been discharged. They are not comfortable that Obiageli still throws her face away, without looking at the baby during breastfeeding. They have repeatedly told her to always look at the baby during breastfeeding. They said it's necessary to be able to observe the baby properly to know that he is perfectly okay. Another benefit is to connect with him which is one of the ways of establishing a cordial relationship between mother and child.
About 3 months after they were discharged from the hospital, Richard had been looking for an opportunity to come over and see the child all to no avail, as the house has been very busy. Ezinne Eucharia and Neche's mom have been virtually around all days performing the needed omugwo,and Obiageli's siblings, those of Neche as well as other extended family members, friends and well wishes have been coming to honour the arrival of the new baby. As a result of that, there has not been an opportunity for Richard to sneak in. He had waited endlessly for an invite from Obiageli, but nothing of sort. 
For now, he just wants to see the baby and drop a few things he was able to get for him as his biological father, but no way to actualize it. He even pledged with Obiageli to send him a photo of the baby, since then, she has not done it. All of these are making him feel that perhaps Obiageli may have been cooking a plan to dump him, after all her late husband left behind a lot for her and the baby.
But he is not going without a fight; he is also planning to do everything possible to make the baby his. However, it is first thing first, the first on the agenda is to see the baby and give him a fatherly gift.
Today, seems to be the day to actualize his plan; the bishop is celebrating a High Mass at their Parish in respect of an annual celebration of the Christian Women Organization, CWO, so the two women must be there. They had bathed Obiageli and her baby, before leaving, with the promise of returning immediately after the occasion for the evening bathing. "If everything is alright, Oby would inform me whether or not there would be a chance for me to come over. It's obvious she has moved on. Women are never to be trusted", Richard said sighing, while nodding his head at the same time. He is heading to the church to see whether the women are there. When he came closer, he sighted and saw them all, immediately he headed to see Obiageli. When he gets to the estate gate, he never bothers to have Obiageli informed. He quickly tipped the gate attendant who granted him easy entrance without any check.
He presses the door bell and Obiageli comes to open. "Richard!”, she shouted in surprise as she opened the door to see him. "You have been avoiding me, I know your plan, you are no longer interested in our relationship, that’s why you have been avoiding me", he told her in anger, as he entered the house. Obiageli is dumbfounded, she tries to explain, but doesn't know how to start. "Where is our son or am I no longer his father? Show me where Richard Junior is", he inquired from her. Obiageli points towards the room where the baby is, Richard walks ahead of her. He goes straight to the cot; baby is awake and stretching his limbs showing he is in a happy mood.
"What is this? This looks exactly like Neche, he is Neche's", Richard said in bewilderment. "You lied to me; you said I did the job; Obiageli you said I was responsible for your pregnancy while it was actually Neche. You are a pathological liar. I hate you", her told her angrily and turned to leave. Obiageli held him by the waist in order to explain to her, but could not say anything reasonable because she is already weeping profusely. "Believe me Richard, please believe me, the baby belongs to you, he is truly your son. Please, don't leave us. You know I love you with my whole heart. Maybe, we can go for a DNA to confirm this, I am very sure of this", she said begging him. "What other proof will be more than this? Don't you have eyes? I am sick and tired of your endless lies and deceptions. Spare me your cooked up lies", he said as he pushed her aside and left.


Ken returns
Five years after, Dr. Ken was deported from America. He had become extremely abusive towards his wife and he battered her at the slightest provocation. Many times, he was picked by the welfare and kept in detention, but he would go back and repeat same offense. It got to a level that the authorities had to dissolve their marriage so that the go their separate ways. But beyond that, Ken was also tormented by nightmares on daily basis. A certain snake monster would appear to threaten him to go home and confess all that he knew about late Neche and his  window. When that happened,he would scream, and for days he won't be himself. He would be acting strangely like a mentally unstable man. He had even been sent to the psychiatry for treatment, but his condition rather grew worse. He was eventually tagged as among immigrants constituting nuisance and posing threat to the United States, that qualified him for deportation. 

When he was eventually deported, he was so ashamed of himself that for days, he hid himself from the public. But when hunger wanted to finish him up, he had to show up, after he had exhausted the little change that was with him, he had to show himself up at the clinic. Hope Hospital now looks deserted, with only a few nurses available. They are at the reception. Some of them had been around since the time that Ken was working there, but they could hardly recognize him, because of the way he now looks. “Nurse Clara", he calls the eldest of the nurses, who responded thinking he was a patient. "You don't know me again? It's me Ken, yes Dr. Ken", he explained himself nodding. "It's me, I arrived not so long", he continues explaining as nurse Clara mops at him, speechless. She observes him closely. "Na Dr. Ken o! Heee! Na abroad do you like this?", she said in pidgin English, then screams to call the attention of her colleagues. Immediately, all of them came to receive him. They are all baffled and disappointed at the physical condition of Dr. Ken. "I been tell you make you no go abroad, sa you go make am here for Okwe, but you no gree", laments Clara crossing her hand on his neck. They all sit down to talk. Every one of them is happy that with Ken back, the hospital will start to boom again. 

From the hospital, went to his family. An emergency meeting of his father's brethren was called and he took time to explain to them all that he went through, from his wife being caught involving in adultery in the open to his countless detentions in the cell, persistent monstrous snake nightmares and eventual deportation from America. The elders are left frightened, Ken’s life is at risk because the deity of the land may be after him, was their unanimous conclusion. You must act fast to do whatever she asks you to do, otherwise we are all in trouble. The deities which have been dormant, was triggered for action after the women of Okwe protested naked. "Please, pardon my foolishness, my elders", he pleads kneeling. I was consumed by desperation to travel abroad in order to make quick money, I engaged in terrible dealings just to raise the money to travel. I fell so cheaply to the nefarious plots of Obiageli, late Neche's wide, because of money. Help me my elders, I don't want to die", he pleaded after confessing. The elders are feeling uneasy at the mention of Neche. "Kenneth, what have you just said; you mean you were involved in the murder of Neche? Why? Why Ken?", asked one of the elders in utter disappointment.
"Neche! death? Has Neche died? Uncle, talk to me. You meant he is dead, what killed him", Dr. Ken queried his uncle. All along, Ken didn't know that Neche was no more. "Please, do not tell me he is dead. Neche just can't die,” said Ken. "But we just heard you confessing to having a hand in his dead. Are you withdrawing your confession? Neche died shortly after you had left for America. He was murdered on his way to the shop. So, how did you do it? Did you pay someone to do it while you were over there?". Oho! So, that the why you are being hunted by the deity? the elder said again demanding explanation from Ken.

It is now clear to Ken that Neche is no more, he is hearing it for the first time. "God, why? Why did you not intervene to save the good man. Neche was such a nice and righteous young man", Ken weeps. "May our ancestors strike me dead if I ever have a hand in his murder. I have never killed anyone in my life. As a matter of fact, I am just hearing about his demise for the first time. The dealing I had with his wife wasn't about to kill him, far from that. I overheard her talking on the phone with her boyfriend on the paternity of her baby. From their conversation, it was obvious that the boyfriend, not Neche was responsible for the pregnancy. I threatened to reveal the truth to her husband and she pleaded, paying me huge sum of money to cover up her secret. That was all that transpired between us, I know nothing about killing her husband", Ken told them weeping.

"Nonsense! This is a thrash! Ken, did you take us as little children who will sit down here listening to your cock and bull story? said another elder angrily. The paternity of Neche's son is not in question. The boy is his father's look-alike, so no other person could have impregnated Obiageli if not her late husband", concluded the elder. "Obiageli was already over a month pregnant before she slept with her husband. My elders, I am sure of what I am telling you. I was the one managing her during the early stage of her pregnancy. Even, while I was abroad, I kept my connection with the hospital to make sure that the age of the fetus was falsified in all the scans that were conducted. The plan was that when the baby is eventually born, the husband would be told that some babies come earlier and his was one of them". None of the elders trusted Ken because of how they have seen Obiageli's son looking exactly like his late father, Neche. The gathering was becoming noisy with many people talking at the same on the matter. At this stage, Ken decided to pay Obiageli a visit to see the baby himself. One of the elders, a man who was on his side obliged to go with him in order to direct him to her new residence at the estate. When they got to the estate gate, Ken was confirmed and he went inside, while the elder stayed there waiting for him.

Obiageli was thrilled to have Ken around. She quickly opens the door at the sound of the doorbell. "Dr Ken! Obiageli screamed, jumping on him. "You are welcome, I didn't expect you now, hope all is well?" she asked him. "Have you been sick Doc? I nearly could not recognize you if not for your voice", she said after observing him closely and noticing his emaciated look.
"It's a long story my sister; please, sorry about your loss. I was told about the gruesome murder of Neche and decided to come and express my condolences", he told Obiageli who suddenly pretends to be weeping. "Please, put yourself together and be strong for your son", he consoled her. Immediately, the boy comes in, a very handsome and charming boy. "Uncle good evening", the boy greets Ken who appears lost as he is busy observing the boy. He is surprised, the boy looks exactly like Neche. "He is greeting you", Obiageli tells Ken touching him. Ken immediately comes back to his senses but surprised. "You are welcome, cute boy. This looks exactly like Neche". What about the one I was managing?" he asked Obiageli. "This is him of course. He is his father's look-alike. Don't mind me that time. It was as if some people were spiritually manipulating me to say silly things. No one but my late husband, Neche got me pregnant", she lied, trying to deceive him. To Ken, the case is closed, the boy's striking resemblance with Neche is enough evidence that he is his biological son. Obiageli notices that Ken looks downcast. She thinks in her heart, that probably he had come in the hope that the boy would resemble Richard so that he would use it to threaten to blackmail her and extort from her. "You have failed”, she said in her heart. Ken turns to leave. "You are yet to clearly state why you are here. Tell me, you are not here for your usual blackmail? Ken, I am disappointed in you. You took advantage of the condition of your patient to blackmail her. What's your integrity as a medical doctor? The health and well-being of patients should be your priority as a doctor, but you threw that into the wind because of money. You are a disgrace to the medical profession", Obiageli abused Ken, making mockery of him. She opens the door and ken leaves in shame. Ken has not been disgraced this way in his life, it pained him deeply because it came at a time that he had realized his faults and wants to make amends. It was as if the ground should open and bury him alive. 

His uncle has been waiting patiently for him at the estate gate. He was having good time with the gate attendant, who told him how deeply they all mourned Neche because of his goodness towards everyone and how they have passed the love they had for him to his wife and child. They were still conversing when Ken came looking so angrily. “Why then is the deity after my life? The boy I saw has Neche's blood flowing in him, no other person could have impregnated Obiageli, but her late husband", he said worrying, walking past the gate attendant without signing out. His uncle goes after him, claiming him. "I trust you completely Ken. You are incapable of hurting an ant, let alone killing someone. You didn't kill Neche. But you must be fast to think out what else you may have done knowing or unknowingly that pitched you against the deity of the land. You are such a lucky fellow; the deity has given you enough time already. Who knows, the deity might have come after you because of the sin of adultery committed by your wife. In our town, it's a taboo for a married woman to sleep with another man. When that happens, the husband must report her immediately to the elders and she is expected to buy some items for appeasing the land. If the husband keeps quite or does not insist for the rituals to be performed, the deity would strike him dead without delay", his uncle explained to him as they walked down to the nearest bus top.

He told him how the deity eliminated a popular palm wine tapper in the town. It happened many years ago, long before the introduction of western religion. The palm wine tapper whose nickname was "Okwe” was the sole supplier of Palm wine in the whole town, and because of that people started calling the town after him till today. Okwe made the greatest mistake of his life by disregarding the wise counsel of his people not to marry a certain beautiful woman from a neighbouring community, whose women are said to have a Salty Waist because of their high level of promiscuity.
 They would be married, yet sleeping with other men. Okwe insisted on marrying her giving her astonishing beauty, and he hoped that when she mixed up with women in his town, she would change.  But he was wrong, after just two years in marriage, she cheated with another man.
Ugodiya as she was renamed by her husband had gone to the market to pick the necessary things for the annual festival. There, she met a certain man who could not put his eyes off her. The man promised to buy her a reigning wrapper which obviously Okwe could not afford to buy for her and she accepted to sleep with him without looking. The following morning, as her husband climbed the palm tree to collect the wine that it had produced, he fell down from it and broke his waste. That was a big sign to suspect infidelity. In Okwe, it is hard for people to fall from a palm tree. Even if the rope is bad, the ancestors would bring the person down safely. Such a strange occurrence happens when someone's wife has met another man. 
Okwe summoned his wife to tell him the truth, but she denied outrightly. She even lied to him that the wrapper was a gift to her by her late mother. As was the practice then, he could have consulted a soothsayer on the issue, but he did nothing, apparently shielding his wife from public ridicule and disgrace. All the medications in the world were administered on him, instead of getting healed, his condition grew worse.
Meanwhile, his brothers were not aware of his condition, some who asked after him were told by Ugodiya that he traveled to see his friend in a distant town. It was when Okwe's condition had become so critical that his wife had to seek help from her husband's brethren. At that time, Okwe could no longer talk. A popular soothsayer was invited who revealed that it was the ancestors that were holding him because he didn't do enough to make his wife pay for her sins. Based on the custom and tradition of the land, Ugodiya was mandated to provide a fat goat and several items for cooking it including five tubers of yam. On his part, the man that slept with her bought a brand-new bed for the husband of the woman that he defiled. He also presented cash and other items for Okwe. The recommended sacrifices were offered to appease the ancestors and god of the land, but Okwe sadly died the next day. The soothsayer said he died because the sacrifices were not performed in due time.
Ken was terrified by the story, but he is even more terrified realizing that his wife is not around so that the necessary sacrifices would be performed quickly to atone for her adulterous act. According to his uncle, the items for the sacrifice must be provided by those involved in the adultery. 
"But she is in faraway America, and I don't even want to marry her again", Ken said.
"She must be brought home to perform the sacrifices in order to save your life. After that, you both can go your separate ways", his uncle told him.
It is not as if Ken had become completely broke, he had invested fifty thousand naira in his fixed deposit account with one of the commercial banks. So, he is still very comfortable. He made up his mind to access the funds so that he could fund his wife's trip back home for the necessary sacrifices to be made to appease the gods over the adultery she committed.


Meaning of non-English words used in the story
1. Igbo is a tribe in southeastern Nigeria known for high business, industrial, and creative wisdom. Igbos are the rich tribe in Nigeria and Africa at large
2. Juju charms and spells can be used to inflict either bad or good juju

3. Omugwo is a traditional Igbo custom for postpartum care by the mother of the couple. The importance of this practice is that it helps the new mother to ease into her new role through the experience of the mother (husband or wife).


