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By Jason Barnett
from a Nazarene perspective



The Jesus Supremacy
A Bible Study in the Book of Hebrews




	It is not known who wrote the Book of Hebrews. Early church leaders such as Thomas Aquinas, Origen, and many others believed it to be the Apostle Paul. Much of the language and understanding can be found presented similarly in Paul’s other letters. Most modern scholars point to anyone but Paul as the writer. Priscilla, Barnabas, and Apollos are among the few viewed as possibilities, all of them being contemporaries of Paul.

	Regardless, the lack of a named author tells us one of two things. First, the author may have been well-known among the Hebrews, so they did not need an introduction to the writer. Second, the author did not think receiving credit for the writing was important. They may have known if the letter was credited to them that the readers would likely reject it without even reading it. Paul was not looked on favorably by the Hebrews, so they would ignore his words. Priscilla was a woman, though many early Church leaders were women, it would be highly unlikely a woman’s writing would have garnered the respect and authority it was due. In the end, the writer was far less concerned with being credited as the author as getting the content of the message shared with those who would read or hear it.

	The content of the letter was written to challenge the Hebrews. Those outside the faith would hold to their Old Testament roots, denying Jesus as the Son of God. The Hebrews within the faith had accepted Jesus but wanted to keep following the Old Testament practices along with their faith in Jesus. They believed their works were also required to secure salvation, as if the blood of Jesus was insufficient. This letter was written to share the supremacy of Jesus and that faith in Jesus alone was more than enough.


CHAPTER ONE
The nature of the Son of God

1 In the past, God spoke through the prophets to our ancestors in many times and many ways.

	The writer here is referring to the scriptures found in the Old Testament. Those words were more than fairy tales but recorded events and words of God through divinely inspired writers. But all these writings were pointing to Jesus. Jesus’s arrival did not do away with the Old Testament, it allowed those ancient texts to speak more clearly to us.

	When we say the writers of the Bible were “divinely inspired,” they did not become robots with the Holy Spirit using mind control and writing for them. The Holy Spirit did inspire them, but as the individual people they were. God takes imperfect human beings and uses them in all of their emotions, talents, and understandings to pen His perfect word of salvation to us. Dr. David Jeremiah shares that God spoke to these authors “from thunder and lightning to the voice of a trumpet; in a still small voice or in visions and dreams; in human form and angelic visitations; through foreshadowing and parable and more.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Jeremiah, Dr. David. The Jeremiah Study Bible, pg 1742.] 


	Their words from God were the foundation of everything. The writer of Hebrews is communicating the continued importance of the Old Testament, but the Old Testament alone is insufficient to understand the fullness of what God has done for us. The Old Testament is the foundation, something no building is soundly constructed without. But a foundation is only a big concrete square with unfulfilled dreams wanting to be completed on top of it. Jesus and the message of salvation through him is the completed building on top of the foundation. All of the Bible shows God’s progressive revelation of His plan for our redemption.

2 In these final days, though, he spoke to us through a Son. God made his Son the heir of everything and created the world through him.

	Most likely, we come into this study of Hebrews with the knowledge of Jesus. We know from reading the Gospels that Jesus is the Son of God. These opening verses are seeking to establish what it means for Jesus to be the Son of God. Through the announcement to the Virgin Mary, we know Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb through the creative power of the Holy Spirit. The incarnate Son was created with human nature from Mary, but also of the divine nature through the Holy Spirit. Jesus was both fully God and fully man. Thomas Aquinas had a fascinating observation about what this means. He wrote:

Now in Christ there are two natures, divine and human. According as He is natural Son, He is not constituted heir, but He is the natural heir; but, insofar as He is man, He is made a son of God.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Baer, Chrysostom. Thomas Aquinas Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, pg14.] 


What Aquinas observes is that as God, Jesus is the rightful heir to all things as the Son of God. But through His human nature, Jesus was the Son of Man. Man was not fit to be an heir because of sin and the sinful nature. However, because Jesus was sinless and human, He was worthy to die as the perfect and sinless sacrifice. As this sacrifice, Jesus became an heir to all things in His human nature too.

	This is the great scandal of redemption: Jesus’s sacrifice as God demonstrated God’s love toward us, His sacrifice as human made Him an heir who extends His inheritance to us. Jesus has the authority to this because He is worthy as God and worthy as man. Our sins can be forgiven, and we can be set free from the sinful. “Jesus came not to negotiate with the devil but to defeat the usurper with his own weapon, death, and claim his own.” (Richard S. Taylor)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Taylor, Richard S. Beacon Bible Commentary Volume X Hebrews, pg 27.] 


3 The Son is the light of God’s glory and the imprint of God’s being. He maintains everything with his powerful message. After he carried out the cleansing of people from their sins, he sat down at the right side of the highest majesty.

	The imagery being used here is about a Roman coin. Much like our currency today, these coins had the face of Caesar imprinted on them. It was not Caesar but the likeness of Caesar. This likeness testified to Caesar’s authority and value being given to this coin. The same is true of the Son of God.

	Nowhere in the Bible will you find the terms “trinity” or “triune” to describe the nature of God. But just because the terms are not there does not mean our holy God is not triune in nature. Hebrews 1:3 highlights part of this triune relationship within the Godhead. The Son is “the imprint of God’s being.” Jesus is God, only distinct from God the Father.

	Verse 3 continues with “After he carried out the cleansing of people from their sins.” This is why understanding Christ’s nature is important. He was human like us so he could be our sacrifice. Sin created a chasm between us and God, one which could not be repaired on our end. God was the only one who could repair it. Thus, both natures in Jesus.


Superior to the Angels

	Angels play an important role throughout scripture. It is a fallen angel that becomes the enemy of our souls and brings a third of the other angels down in rebellion with him. There is story after story of angels being sent from God to man with a message, judgment, or to lead in the proper direction. The Jews believed in angels, thinking they were only outranked by God. 

The writer of Hebrews is proving that Jesus is superior to the angels. How do they prove this to their audience? By turning to the Old Testament scriptures. There are seven quotes in total. Five are from Psalms, one from Deuteronomy, and 1 from 2nd Samuel. Notice those quotes are pulled from the Law, the Prophets, and the Wisdom sections. 

4 And the Son became so much greater than the other messengers, such as angels, that he received a more important title than theirs.
5 After all, when did God ever say to any of the angels: “You are my Son.” “Today I have become your Father?” Or even, “I will be his Father,” “and he will be my Son?”

	When reading this section, it is important to note that the writer is attempting to talk about the eternal God within the confines of time. Time is always moving, never standing still. We live in the now, look back to the past, and prepare for the future. As human beings, we are bound by time. God is not bound by time. He always exists in the now. Remember, Jesus became human, but He is also God. Jesus is one and eternal like the Father.

	The writer is emphasizing this point because of how important it is to the Christian faith. If we deny Jesus as God, we call Him a liar and also remove the power that would have bridged sin’s chasm. Jesus also referred to God as His Father, establishing the nature of their relationship. To deny Jesus as the Son of God is the same as denying He is God. 

6 But then, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said, “All of God’s angels must worship him.”

	The verses quoted here are Deuteronomy 32:43 and Psalm 97:7. Deuteronomy 32:43 says, “Heavens: Rejoice with God! All you gods: bow down to the Lord!” And Psalm 97:7 says, “All those who worship images, those who are proud of idols, are put to shame. All gods bow down to the Lord!” Certainly, God is not calling anyone to worship idols made by human hands, nor is He pointing us to some other pagan mythology. God is calling all of creation, beings high and low, those on the earth and those in the heavenly realms to worship.

	If you noticed, I only quoted half the verse from Deuteronomy. The rest continues, “Because he will avenge his children’s blood; he will pay back his enemies; he will punish in kind those who hate him.” This reads like a prophecy about Christ’s second coming. God is calling all of creation to worship to this one who is to come, that would be Jesus. Since all of creation is called to worship Jesus, this includes the angels. Why would God command the angels to worship a being like them or inferior to themselves? God would not, He commands this because Jesus is superior to the angels.

7 He talks about the angels: “He’s the one who uses the spirits for his messengers” “and who uses flames of fire as ministers.”
8 But he says to his Son, “God, your throne is forever” “and your kingdom’s scepter is a rod of justice.”

	The throne of heaven only has room for one ruler, there is only one scepter for that ruler. As Americans need to remember God does not make decisions based on votes He collects from us. As citizens of His kingdom, we submit to His rule. But the good news is Jesus is not like earthly kings, we will never need to dump His tea into a harbor because of His tyranny. Jesus rules as the Gentle Shepherd, and the burden Jesus places on us is light. His kingdom is for us, unlike an earthly tyrant whose territory is for themselves.

9 “You loved righteousness and hates lawless behavior.” “That is why God, your God,” “has anointed you more than your companions with the oil of joy.”

	There are echoes of the prophet Micah who wrote, “He has told you, human one, what is good and what the LORD requires from you: to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) The writer of Hebrews highlights that Jesus both “loved righteousness” and “hated lawlessness.” So often we take one and leave the other. We can love righteousness but lack the spine to step out and speak up against lawlessness. Or worse, we can hate lawlessness but have no love for what is good. Love without law is weak. Law without love is heartless. Love and law together marries justice with transformation.

	The second part of verse 9 says, “That is why God, your God, has anointed you more than your companions with the oil of joy.” Jesus was worthy to be anointed because of His faithfulness to God and compassion toward us. But Thomas Aquinas makes this connection to us, “what comparison is there between Christ, the anointed One, and anointed Christians? He possesses this anointing first and principally, but we it is poured out from Him.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Baer, pg 34.] 


10 And he says, “You, Lord, laid the earth’s foundations in the beginning,” “and the heavens are made by your hands.”
11 “They will pass away,” “but you remain.” “They will wear out like old clothes,”
12 “You will fold them up like a coat.” “They will be changed like a person changes clothes,” “but you stay the same,” “and the years of your life won’t come to an end.”

	We see the difference between the rest of creation and the Son of God. The earth and the rest of creation, including us, will grow old and need to be put away. Jesus never grows old. He is not measured by time, but our lives are bound by time.

13 When has he ever said to any of the angels, “Sit at my right side” “until I put your enemies under your feet like a footstool?”

	Are the enemies of God going to be subject to the divine nature of Jesus or the human nature of Jesus? The answer is yes. His divine nature brings judgment because Jesus as God incarnate provided the revelation necessary for salvation. As a human being, the enemies of Christ are subject to Him because He is the Lamb who is worthy to open the scroll. His life testifies against his enemies.

	Aquinas wrote, “for since many now impugn and blaspheme Christ, it seems doubtful whether He sits; but it is not doubtful whether He sits when all things will be subject to Him, and so that is not express.”[footnoteRef:5] We can deny and doubt all we want while there is breath in our lungs, but the second we open our eyes in eternity, we will see His throne. [5:  Baer, pg 43.] 


14 Aren’t all the angels ministering spirits who are sent to serve those who are going to inherit salvation?

	Richard S. Taylor wrote, “It should be no small consolation to know that not only does the child of God have the Son and the Spirit as Advocates, but also the personal aid of angels.”[footnoteRef:6] All of heaven is doing everything in its power to see us come to salvation in Jesus. The full effort of the fullness of the Triune God and the armies of heaven are ready to help us walk in the light as He is in the light. No wonder the enemy responds loudest when God begins to move in our lives. Discovering this truth would make us unstoppable through Him. [6:  Taylor, pg32.] 



CHAPTER TWO

	As we dig into this chapter, a pattern becomes noticeable. The writer of Hebrews demonstrates to us a master class on how to teach others about the ways of God. They will share a doctrinal truth, but then provide the practical application of that truth. Doctrine is what we belief, but what we believe must grow arms and legs. Faith is demonstrated in both knowledge and behavior.

Listen to the Son’s message

1 This is why it’s necessary for us to pay more attention to what we have heard, or else we may drift away from it.

	In the Hebrews chapter 1, the writer discussed Jesus as the Son of God and the Son of Man. Both Christ’s divine nature and human nature have made Him superior to the angels. It was because Jesus was both God and man that He was able to bridge the gap between God and man created by human sin. This doctrine is the foundation of everything. Now the writer attempts to drive home its importance using water imagery.

	The last time I visited my in-laws in Oregon, I remember fishing on the Umpqua River for steelhead. We drifted down the river to different pockets along the way. My father-in-law is a very experienced fisherman, so our drifting was not a careless go wherever the current took us, but a very concentrated effort to keep the boat directed in a way optimal for fishing those pockets. This is what the writer of Hebrews is getting at here in verse 1.

	John MacArthur wrote, “The warning is to secure oneself to the truth of the gospel, being careful not to pass by the only harbor of salvation.”[footnoteRef:7] Jesus is the only way for anyone to be saved, therefore we must keep Him at the center of our lives. Detaching ourselves from the message of Jesus endangers us with becoming careless boatmen who will drift beyond the safety of our Savior. [7:  MacArthur, John. The MacArthur Bible Commentary, pg 1838.] 


2 If the message that was spoken by angels was reliable, and every offense and act of disobedience received an appropriate consequence,

	Exodus 23:20 records these words from God to Moses after the Law had been received, “I am going to send an angel before you to protect you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared. Be attentive to him and listen to him. Do not defy him, because he will not forgive your acts of rebellion, for my name is in him.” (CSB) God was telling Moses to the Israelites the importance of hearing God’s word through this messenger and living in harmony with the instructions. When He is approached by the rich young ruler asking about how to obtain eternal life in Matthew 19, Jesus responds with, “If you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” Centuries later, Jesus still affirms what God said to Moses at the giving of the Law. That Law was enforced by the angel who was sent by God to the people, but remember Jesus is superior to the angels.

3 how will we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? It was first announced through the Lord, and then it was confirmed by those who heard him.

	The word the CEB translates “ignore” is translated “neglect” in the KJV. Two words that both imply a willful decision. God has revealed salvation to us through Jesus, a greater revelation than even the Law. Now to have that knowledge and ignore its truth has a high cost. Keep in mind, the author is writing to Hebrews who are Christians. As Nazarenes “We believe that all persons may fall from grace and apostatize and, unless they repent of their sins, be hopelessly and eternally lost.”[footnoteRef:8] We can have the head knowledge without ever tethering, or untethering, our lives to Jesus. This produces devastating consequences that we know could have been avoided. [8: Church of the Nazarene Manual 2017-2021, Article of Faith: Repentance, pg 30.] 


Charles Erdman, a former professor of theology at Princeton Theological Seminary, wrote, “It is not want of evidence that turns one from the Christian faith; nor can it be the discovery that Christianity lacks foundation in historic fact. Apostasy is caused by the failure to face evidence and by indifference to a divinely attested gospel.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Purkiser, W.T. Beacon Bible Expositions Volume 11 Hebrews James Peter, pg 28.] 


4 God also vouched for their message with signs, amazing things, various miracles, and gifts from the Holy Spirit, which were handed out the way he wanted.

	“Their message” is referring to the teachings of the apostles, the eyewitnesses to Jesus. The writer of Hebrews was not around Jesus to hear His teachings or to witness any of the miracles. It was through hearing the testimonies of the eyewitnesses that the writer came to faith in Jesus. Aquinas makes this important observation about testimony: “And it must be known that testimony is through speech, and speech is a sensible sign.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Baer, pg 51.] 


	Jesus performed all kinds of miraculous signs. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles perform all kinds of miraculous signs. W.T. Purkiser shared about a new believer who was dealing with questions from non-believing friends. They asked the man if he really believed that Jesus turned the water into wine. The man responded, “Why not? In my life He changed booze into food and clothes and a home for my family!”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Purkiser, pg 30.] 


	The gifts and abilities distributed among the apostles was not based on their performance or length in service, this was according to the will of God. God did not grant these abilities because He was too weak to accomplish the task without their help. These gifts were of love and for love.


Jesus is the enthroned human being

	God loves mankind, He has since the very beginning. It deeply grieved God’s heart when Adam and Eve sinned in the beginning, and even as God watched sin rot and destroy His beautiful creation, His love did not change. Aquinas wrote, “if someone loves someone, and leave him long in his miseries, and does not come to his aid, he seems to forget him. God however loved the human race.”[footnoteRef:12] Jesus became incarnate because of God’s love for us. [12:  Aquinas, pg 55.] 


5 God didn’t put the world that is coming (the world we are talking about) under the angels’ control.
6 Instead, someone declared somewhere, “What is humanity that you think about them?” “Or what are human beings that you care about them?”
7 “For a while you made them lower than angels.” “You crowned human beings with glory and honor.”
8 “You put everything under their control, he doesn’t leave anything out of control. But right now, we don’t see everything under their control yet.

	Aquinas wrote, “…when Christ deigned to undergo His Passion and death, He was made lesser than [the angels], not that He lost His fullness, or was diminishing in something, but He took to himself our littleness.”[footnoteRef:13] This is what Christ did when He took up our humanity to re-order things that got discombobulated by the Fall. [13:  Aquinas, pg 56.] 


	Verse 7 says that man was made “lower the angels”, meaning humanity was created bound to time while God and angels are not bound to it. Humanity was designed for the glorious purpose of populating the earth and subduing it. Creation was placed under humanity’s dominion, highlighted in verse 8. But when Adam and Eve sinned they surrendered their authority to the devil who reigns through the fear of death, keeping humanity in chains to death through sin.

	Richard S. Taylor wrote, “Man’s commission to subdue and rule the earth in God’s behalf was concomitant with creation. His attempted conquest of the natural order therefore is not displeasing to God, in and of itself, for it is part of the original assignment. But the assignment was spiritual as well as material, and therefore to pursue the material to the neglect and even rejection of the spiritual is sin.”[footnoteRef:14] In our world today, we see humanity trying to understand and preserve the creation God has entrusted to us. It is an important pursuit, answering the primal purpose God grafted into our DNA. We very clearly see the impact sin has had on our environment through greed and carelessness, but unfortunately we also see how deeply sin has impacted us in our efforts to overcome those sins. For many, the desire to “save the planet” comes from a desire to save ourselves out of the fear of death. This desire is not of God, nor does it come from hearts willing to submit to Him. [14:  Taylor, pg 34.] 


9 However, we do see the one who was made lower in order than the angels for a little while—it’s Jesus! He’s the one who is now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of his death. He suffered death so that he could taste death for everyone through God’s grace.

	In his commentary on this verse, Richard S. Taylor highlights the crucifixion scene found in John 19. He writes, “Pilate brought Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, and said, “Behold the man!” But neither Pilate nor the multitude really beheld Him. They stared with eyes that could not see. Now the writer to the Hebrews directs their gaze toward Jesus in similar fashion, and with an intense desire that they shall see with clearer vision than either Pilate or the Jews at Jerusalem.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Taylor, pg 35.] 


	Doctors in ancient Greece would often taste the medicine first so that their patients would not be afraid to take it. Christ tasted death so we would no longer be afraid of death. Death is a step in eternal life. We either die to self here so we can live forever with Jesus, or we die here only to face eternal death guaranteed to us by our allegiance to Satan and our sins.


Jesus is the enthroned human being

10 It was appropriate for God, for whom and through whom everything exists, to use experiences of suffering to make perfect the pioneer of salvation. This salvation belongs to many sons and daughters whom he’s leading to glory.

	Chrysostom, an early Church Father and former archbishop of Constantinople, said, “He died for all men in general, since the price is sufficient for all. Even if not all believe. He Himself fulfilled what is His.”[footnoteRef:16] Jesus’s sacrifice was enough to pave the way for all to get to God. This work is complete and cannot be undone by anyone. Even if someone rejects God’s salvation, it does not undo the work. The road remains open to them, but it is a route a person willingly steps on. We have the choice to continue to destruction or everlasting life. [16:  Baer, pg 62.] 


11 This is because the one who makes people holy and the people who are being made holy all come from one source. That is why Jesus isn’t ashamed to call them brothers and sisters when he says,

	When a new baby is born we can usually see a family resemblance. As the child grows, they begin to look like one of their parents or someone else in their family. Not only does their appearance take after their family, but their mannerisms will also start to mimic those of their relatives. My daughter oldest daughter looks like me, except with longer hair and more feminine features. Then there is my son who is redheaded like his mom, but his behavior at his age is very similar to my own when I was his age. Of course, my youngest does not look like me or my wife, but she does resemble other members in my family. She has all the same triggers and buttons as my wife when it comes to behaviors.
	The behaviors are a result of the closeness of the family unit. Our family relationships are very intimate because of how much time we spend with one another. The writer of Hebrews is suggesting that the closer we get to God the more we begin to act like Jesus. Again, this is the result of the time we spend in prayer, reading the Bible, and in gathering with other believers. Christian living is not a one-time or two-time moment, it is an ongoing relationship with our God and Savior that aligns our patterns with His patterns through hearts aligned to His will. The more engage and obey, the more we understand, and the more our behavior changes.

	That last part of verse 11 is so cool. Jesus is God incarnate; God lowered Himself even a little below the angels to become human like us. He endured a human life and death, suffering at the hands of the very humans He came to save. With the work of salvation now completed, Jesus sets at the right hand of the Father until the appointed time, interceding on our behalf. This is not a task Jesus is doing begrudgingly, He wants to do it. His return to heaven’s throne did not cause Jesus to forget His love for us, it only further demonstrates His love. Adam Clarke wrote, “He is infinitely raised above men and angels, yet as He has become incarnate, notwithstanding His dignity, He blushes not to acknowledge all His true followers as His brethren.”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Earle, Ralph. Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, pg 1252.] 


12 “I will publicly announce your name to my brothers and sisters.” “I will praise you in the middle of the assembly.”

	Aquinas wrote, “… just as the pillar in the middle supports the house itself, and a lamp in the middle of a house illuminates, and the heart in the middle of [animates] the body, so is Christ in the middle of the Church.”[footnoteRef:18] Jesus is the central focus of the Church. Jesus is the head of the Church who invites us to pattern with Him. It is His mission we are called to complete. He gave us the Holy Spirit so we could be led by Him in the direction He wants His Church to go. And that direction always leads through the gates of Hell and cutting across culture to get to broken people Jesus wants to make whole. When Jesus ceases to be at the center, the Church ceases to be the Church. [18:  Baer, pg 65.] 


	Dr. David Jeremiah gives us another thing to consider in verse 12. He wrote, “This verse challenges believers to consider who they are: members of God’s family.”[footnoteRef:19] Jesus is proud to announce us as His brothers and sisters! When we enter His presence, it is like Jesus stands up and shouts to everyone, “Look, Jason is here!” As a youth pastor who was trying to collect a group of teens and raise them up, I put this idea into practice. At the start of youth group, when a student walked in I would loudly and emphatically yell their name and point them out to the other students. It signified to that student and the group they were important. Jesus thinks we are important, so much that He announces our arrival like we are royalty. That is because we are divine royalty through our adoption by faith in Jesus. [19:  Jeremiah, pg 1745.] 


13 He also says, “I will rely on him.” And also, “Here I am with the children whom God has given me.”
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he also shared the same things in the same way. He did this to destroy the one who holds the power over death—the devil—by dying.

	There is a war going on, but it is one we cannot physically see. We may not physically see the fighting, but we see the casualties and aftermath war always leaves in its wake. Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:12, “We aren’t fighting against human enemies but against rulers, authorities, forces of cosmic darkness, and spiritual powers of evil in the heavens.” All of us are part of this war, everyone is impacted. This war is between God and Satan. Jesus claimed the victory, but now the struggle is over us. When it comes to us, our sin has given Satan an advantage.

	A question we could form in all of this is: if Jesus died to conquer death, why do we still die? Why is there still suffering? Why is death still separating us from our loved ones? Aquinas shared this as an answer for us: “… if he had delivered us from bodily death, men would serve Christ because of a bodily good only, and thus would be lost the merit of faith and hope; likewise, even pains themselves are meritorious for us for eternal life.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Baer, pg 71.] 


15 He set free those who were held in slavery their entire lives by their fear of death.

	John Wesley wrote, “Death is unwelcome to him if he knows what death is. But Christ delivers all true believers from this bondage.”[footnoteRef:21] This why Paul writes in Philippians, “For me, living serves Christ and dying is even better.”[footnoteRef:22] No one wants to experience physical death, even Jesus was asking the cup to be passed, but even so death is not the end for us as Christ’s followers. [21:  Schoenhals, G. Roger. John Wesley’s Commentary on the Bible, pg 564.]  [22:  Philippians 1:21] 


	This is what people write songs about, our victory in Jesus. Make no mistake, all glory and honor for the victory belongs to Jesus. But He willingly died and rose again to remove any reason for us to fear death.

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Koch, Donald A. & Andrew Shawn Craig. “In Christ Alone” (My Hope is Found).] 



16 Of course, he isn’t trying to help angels, but rather he’s helping Abraham’s descendants.

	Here is a clue, if the title was not enough, to the target audience of this letter. The Jews, even in Jesus’s time, were clinging to their lineage from Abraham. They believed it was their genealogy connected with Abraham that made them God’s chosen people. The reality is that faith in Jesus is what connects us to God. This is why Jesus was sent to the Jews first because they were the people who kept the scriptures and knowledge of the one true God. The author is sharing that Jesus is the Messiah that God had promised to them, that His victory was available to them.

	The word translated “help” and “helping” in the original Greek means “take hold of.” This is most likely why the KJV translates it as “took” and “took on.” The idea is that Jesus is giving aid to the seed of Abraham. His aid was providing for the forgiveness of their sins and restoring man’s relationship with God, the very thing they were trying so hard to do through all their rituals.

17 Therefore, he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every way. This was so that he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God, in order to wipe away the sins of the people.

	It is hard to explain the meaning of this verse any better than what Richard S. Taylor did. He wrote, “There can be no acceptable worship which ignores sin. The stain of high treason must be removed before fellowship and communion can be established between the Sovereign and His subject.”[footnoteRef:24] This is precisely what Jesus did. [24:  Taylor, pg 41.] 


18 He’s able to help those who are being tempted, since he himself experienced suffering when he was tempted.

	Jesus was God incarnate. He was both God and man. But Jesus navigated this life as any person would. Christ got hungry, tired, bored, agitated, excited, sad, and even died. Every temptation we face as people, Jesus faced too. Taylor wrote, “He was no more removed by nature from temptation and its fierce struggles than He was from the buffetings of life and pain of death. He fought in the moral arena of manhood. And His were no sham battles or mock sparrings with a hired foe.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Ibid.] 


	MacArthur adds, “Though we often yield to temptation before we feel its full force. Jesus resisted temptation even when the greatest enticement for yielding had become evident.”[footnoteRef:26] May we be filled with the Holy Spirit so we can be more like our Lord. [26:  MacArthur, pg 1841.] 



CHAPTER THREE

	Tradition is a blessing. It gives us something that a group of people can follow together in an intentional commonality. But tradition can also quickly transform into a giant rock that gets in the way when God brings about a fresh revelation that is necessary for the moment. As great as traditions are, their meaning and usefulness become lost with each passing generation. We can quickly find ourselves holding onto something dearly while having no clue of its value, or having no clue it has lost its value.

	This is what happened with the Jews, including the Jews who had come to faith in Christ. The writer of Hebrews is attempting to help the Jewish Christians shift from a strong focus and emphasis on Moses to Jesus who had surpassed Moses. Moses had become so important to the Jews that his words became synonymous with God’s words. If there was a doctrinal debate among them, an appeal to Moses was the trump card to end the discussion.

	In this section, the writer attempts to show Jesus is greater than Moses, giving the why and appealing to Scripture to do so. It is important that Jesus did not come to abolish the law given by Moses, but to fulfill it. Moses gave us what God expected from us, and Jesus came to make it possible.

We are Jesus’ house

1 Therefore, brothers and sisters who are partners in the heavenly calling, think about Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession.

	The CEB uses the word “partners” and the KJV uses “partakers,” both words come from the Greek word which means to share in, like a group project. The aim is to let the Jewish Christians know that they are recipients of the same grace through Jesus as the Gentiles. Both are indebted to the same blood of Jesus, and both are saved by the same blood of Jesus.

	Continuing, according to the CEB, the writer says, “think about Jesus.” Other translations may have the word “consider.” In Luke 12:24, Jesus is using a similar approach when he says, “Consider the ravens: they neither plant nor harvest, they have no silo or barn, yet God feed them. You are worth so much more than birds!” Jesus is not telling us to simply go bird watching. The lesson is God takes care of us, which we get from watching the ravens. “Think about Jesus” is a similar call to the Jewish Christians (and us) to study and understand the nature and supremacy of Christ.

	Hebrews is the only place in the New Testament where Jesus is called “apostle.” John MacArthur defines an apostle as “a ‘sent one’ who has the rights, power, and authority of the one who sends him.”[footnoteRef:27] Jesus was sent by God to us for our redemption. Purkiser writes, “An apostle was God’s representative among men, just as the priest was man’s representative in the presence of God. Jesus both represents God to us and represents us to God.”[footnoteRef:28] [27:  MacArthur, pg 1841.]  [28:  Purkiser, pg 37.] 


2 Jesus was faithful to the one who appointed him just like Moses was faithful in God’s house.

	The writer of Hebrews is not downplaying the role of Moses, that would undermine the point. Verse 2 is an appeal to Scripture that the Jewish tradition held dear. In Numbers 12, Miriam and Aaron grumble against Moses, which upsets God. God speaks on Moses’s behalf in Numbers 12:7 saying, “He has proved to be reliable with all my household.” This is high praise of Moses coming from God Himself.

	“Jesus was faithful to the one who appointed him just like Moses.” This is referring to Christ’s humanity. For the Resurrection, the Cross, and His life to meaning anything, Jesus had to be made like us, a little lower than the angels. As the Son of God, Jesus has the claim to heaven’s throne by simply being God. But as a man, Jesus was sent as an apostle by God to us and now sits as our High Priest interceding for us. He is worthy because Jesus gave His life in submission to God as a man for the redemption of mankind. His life was given for God’s purpose, just like Moses dedicated his life for God’s purpose.

3 But he deserves greater glory than Moses in the same way that the builder of the house deserves more honor than the house itself.
4 Every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.
5 Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant in order to affirm the things that would be spoken later.

	In 1903, Wilbur and Orville Wright built the first airplane, achieving something that had only been theory up to that point. Now there are approximately 350,000 commercial pilots who take to the skies, using skills and flying machines that are based on the original work of the Wright brothers. These pilots are praised for their skills, but they are not the inventors. We remember the Wright brothers, but can we remember the name of the pilot of our last flight?

	While this illustration has some flaws, this gives us an idea of what the writer of Hebrews is getting at in verse 3 through 5. Moses was faithful in his role as a servant in God’s house, but remember what his role was? He was a humble servant whose task was to pour the foundation for the house by recording the words of God. Jesus is God who designed and built the whole house. As the homeowner and designer, Jesus is greater than Moses. 

6 But Jesus was faithful over God’s house as a Son. We are his house if we hold on to the confidence and the pride that our hope gives us.

	Aquinas wrote: “God created this house, the Church from nothing, that is, from the state of sin into the state of grace.”[footnoteRef:29] The house is the apostles, those early believers, these Jewish Christians, you, and me. Moses willfully and faithfully served in his role as a servant, and he is now rejoicing as a son through the blood of Jesus because of his faithfulness. [29:  Baer, pg 79.] 


	Like many Christians in other parts of the globe today, the early Church had to take great courage and boldness in professing the name of Jesus. Becoming a living sacrifice for Jesus came with the risk of sacrificing their lives for the sake of the gospel. The decision to be baptized was potentially a matter of life or death. As we can imagine, this threat added to the temptations and trials we all endure could cause someone to loosen their grip on the confidence they had in Jesus.

	Verse 6 says, “We are that household if we hold on to our confidence and the hope in which we boast.” Here again, from the writer is a warning that choosing to walk away from the faith is a possibility. Richard S. Taylor wrote, “The verb [hold on] is strong and means to hold in a firm grasp, to have in full and secure possession. To hold lightly and carelessly simply will not do.”[footnoteRef:30] We have every reason to have hope in the supremacy of Jesus in our lives, a confidence that our salvation is unshakably secure through faith. “But it is not ‘unconditional security.’ It is conditioned on continued faithfulness, walking in obedient faith.”[footnoteRef:31] Our salvation began in a crisis moment of the past, but the victory we found in the past is our victory now and is our victory in the future. As Christians, our faith should move beyond clinging to the hem of Christ’s garment. You and I belong to the Church who is on offense, not defense. When we begin to play defense instead of offense, it is not long before we endanger ourselves with the likelihood of snatching defeat on the threshold of victory. [30:  Taylor, pg 45.]  [31:  Purkiser, pg 38.] 



Respond to Jesus’ voice now

	Hearing that Jesus was greater than Moses would be a tough pill to swallow for any Jewish person, even those who were Christians coming from that tradition. In this next section, the writer will use Psalm 95:7-11 as an appeal to accept the truth about Jesus being greater than Moses. Like any preacher, the writer is appealing to answer the Holy Spirit's calling through inspired text. Everyone who holds the Bible dear recognizes it is God’s word given to us. Debates with nonbelievers cannot be settled by the Word of God because they have no faith in God, but those in the Church share faith in the same God. This is why after reading a passage at the beginning of a sermon, I say, “This is the Word of God, for the people of God” and then have the congregation join me in saying, “For the people of God.” It is an acknowledgment of God giving us His Word and that we will consider with our hearts and minds as it is proclaimed.

7 So, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice,”
8 “don’t have stubborn hearts” “as they did in the rebellion,” “on the day when they tested me in the desert.”
9 “That is where your ancestors challenged and tested me,” “though they had seen my work for forty years,”

	All scripture originates in the heart of God and is breathed from the Holy Spirit through human agents inerrantly revealing all things necessary for our salvation. The writer begins their appeal to accept the supremacy of Jesus over Moses with a reminder they are quoting the word of God. When we encounter the word of God, it will always challenge something in us. Our choice is to accept what God is revealing or to reject it. Choosing to reject what God reveals is hardening our hearts. This is the choice for the Jewish Christians who are the target of this letter, as well as for us. Aquinas had this to say about a hard heart, “A hard heart resounds unto evil, because the hard thing does not yield, but it resists the thing pushing upon it and does not receive any impression. And so it is that the heart of man is called hard when it does not submit to the divine command or easily receive the divine impressions.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Baer, pg 83.] 


	Verse 9 says, “That is where your ancestors challenged and tested me, though they had seen my work for forty years.” God revealed Himself to the Hebrews when He delivered them from Egypt and as they journeyed through the wilderness. He had them at the doorstep of the Promised Land, but then they refused to go in because of fear. Their fear hardened their hearts and provoked God to anger. When Jesus arrived, the Hebrews responded in the same way.

	In Mark, there is a scene right after Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem where He encounters a fig tree that is out of season. The tree had leaves on it, but no figs because it was out of season. Jesus curses the fig tree by saying, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”[footnoteRef:33] It seems harsh, but the fig tree was symbolic of the Hebrews. They did not think the season was right because Jesus was not the leader they had expected, but He was, is, and is going to be the Messiah God had provided for them and everyone. [33:  Mark 11:12-14] 


	The more God reveals to us, the more He expects from us. If we fail to be obedient to those revelations, the penalties are more severe. It seems harsh to us, but Moses was denied entry into the Promised Land for smacking a rock to bring forth water instead of speaking to it. God had revealed so much to Moses that God expected a higher level of obedience from Him.

10 “So I was angry with them.” “I said,” “Their hearts always go off course,” “and they don’t’ know my ways.” 
11 “Because of my anger I swore:” “They will never enter my rest!”

	Love is not a free-for-all. When we choose to love someone, this implies we willingly set aside ourselves in submission to the other person. Our failure to submit has consequences. If it is in a relationship with another person, it breaks the bonds of trust. Should we be disobedient to God, it exposes us to His wrath and judgment. But is this any different than our human relationships? The big difference is God responds without sinning in response to our sins. God responds in the most loving way possible, discipline. Augustine said, “Here by fire, here by the sword, that you might be spared in eternity.”[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Baer, pg 86.] 


	There are two ways are hard hearts provoke God’s wrath, both are demonstrated by the Hebrews. First, when we stubbornly stick to sin and the ways of evil. Despite all the evidence of their harm to us, others, and our relationship with God, we hold to them instead of turning to God. Second, is when God offers us a good gift and we label it as evil.

12 Watch out, brothers and sisters, so that none of you have an evil, unfaithful heart that abandons the living God.
13 Instead, encourage each other every day, as long as it’s called “today,” so that none of you become insensitive to God because of sin’s deception.

	The Hebrews in the wilderness missed out on the Promised Land because of unbelief due to hardened hearts. Jesus warned the Jews of His day on the dangers of missing out for the same reason. Here, the writer of Hebrews is extending that same warning to those Jews of their day.

	“Watch out” in verse 12 is a cry for alertness on the greatest evil that can lead to falling away, an unfaithful heart. The world has so much to distract us, but the real source of the distraction is our wandering eyes attached to a wandering heart. The enemy of our souls has all kinds of clever tactics to trip us up, but his greatest tool is our own selfish desires that we all too willingly chase. Lack of faith makes our hearts vulnerable.

	Notice this is not a call for us to stand alone. Certainly, there might be times when faith dictates we stand alone, but remember it is the lone sheep that is most susceptible to attack. Fred B. Craddock wrote, “The community of believers is to be so alert as to see that not a single one of their number turns away from God.”[footnoteRef:35] Richard S. Taylor adds, “A strong sense of group responsibility is the mark of a healthy church. Christians are like live coals; together they feed each other’s fire, and generate great heat; separated they soon cool and die.”[footnoteRef:36] Belonging to a fellowship of believers is critical to our spiritual growth and survival. Our commitments to the local church need to go deeper than “are my needs being met,” and instead to, “Is this the place where I can best serve God, my fellow believers, and my neighbor?” [35:  Craddock, Fred B. The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary Volume X: Hebrews, pg 521.]  [36:  Taylor, pg 48.] 


	Verse 13 contains the phrase, “as long as it’s called ‘today.’” Adam Clarke shared, “Use time while you have it, for by and by there will be no more present time.”[footnoteRef:37] We are bound to time, and time ends. Time has an expiration date concerning eternity, but each person comes with an expiration date within time. So, love people while you still have time to do so, especially those within the Church. And the best time to love someone is when they are right in front of you. [37:  Earle, pg 1254.] 


14 We are partners with Christ, but only if we hold on to the confidence we had in the beginning until the end.

	New things are exciting and are easy to stay excited about. But over time passion wanes because the excitement of new wears off. Our faith in Jesus must move beyond the emotions of a moment. Confidence in Him is not rooted in feelings but at the core of who we are. Our very identity has to become inseparably connected with Jesus because that does not change with emotions or circumstances. “Our state of salvation, based on our past conversion, is sustained in the present only if our confidence is maintained clear to the end of the Christian life.”[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Taylor, pg 49.] 


15 When it says, “Today, if you hear his voice, don’t have stubborn hearts’ “as they did in the rebellion.”
16 Who was it who rebelled when they heard his voice? Wasn’t it all of those who were brought out of Egypt by Moses?
17 And with whom was God angry for forty years? Wasn’t it with the ones who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert?
18 And against whom did he swear that they would never enter his rest, if not against the ones who were disobedient?

	Our faith is not a single momentary decision, but a decision that leads us to other decisions. While we are here, the danger of hardening our hearts always exists. But the closer we walk with God, the more our desire is for Him and His Kingdom, and the less likely it is for us to harden our hearts.

	Verse 17 reminds the Hebrews of a harsh reality about their ancestors. Taylor wrote, “Those whose dead bodies littered the wilderness were not unfortunate pilgrims who floundered and by error missed the way; they were sinners.”[footnoteRef:39] They had witnessed so many signs, that it is hard for us to fathom how they could doubt, but they did. Some died of old age, others in pandemics, others in battle, and some to supernatural occurrences. Each of these died outside of the Promised Land because they lacked the faith in God to get there. [39:  Taylor, pg 50.] 


	In verse 18, the writer reminds us that it was those who were disobedient who met this fate. CS Lewis is famous for saying, “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in Hell, choose it.” God loves us enough to give us what we want.

19 We see they couldn’t enter because of their lack of faith.

	After the Israelites get to the doorstep of the Promised Land, they lack the faith to enter. God tells them they will not enter, not because God did not want them to enter, but because their own faith would prevent them. Realizing the gravity of their error, the Israelites repent, but instead of being obedient they try to enter anyway. Numbers 14:44 says, “But they dared to go up.” They were repentant, but still lacked the faith to be obedient. Repentance without obedience is not really repentance, it is “I am sorry I got caught.”

	The Wycliffe Bible Commentary summarizes the Israelites’ sin: “They murmured or complained; they set up alternate plans and sought alternate leadership; they openly rebelled against God; they expressed dissatisfaction with God’s provision; and, finally, they grudgingly accepted their place in God’s plan.”[footnoteRef:40] Just as faith is a decision leading to other decisions, unbelief can become a theme. Surrender and let faith rule your heart, then let your faith in Jesus be the deciding influence in your life. [40:  Pfeiffer, Charles F. and Everett F. Harrison (edited by), The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, pg 1412.] 



CHAPTER FOUR

	Chapters three and four are connected, focusing on the same idea of “God’s rest.” In chapter 3, the writer is warning that the rest God has made available to the Hebrews Christians (and us) is something that can be missed. While that same idea will carry over into chapter 4, the warning gives way to that this is God’s promise to us.

	F.B. Meyer made this statement regarding the promise that we should give careful consideration:

“Perhaps the majority of Christians live and die in the third chapter to their infinitie loss. Comparatively few pass over into the fourth. Yet why, reader, should you not pass the boundary line today, and leave behind forever the bitter unsatisfactory experiences which have become the normal rule of your existence? Come up out of the wilderness, in which you have wandered so long. Your sojourn there has been due, not to any desire on the part of God, or to any arbitrary appointment of His, or to any natural disability of your temperament; but to certain grave failures on your part, in the regimen of the inner life.”[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Purkiser, pg 40-41.] 


Enter the Rest

1 Therefore, since the promise that we can enter into rest is still open, let’s be careful so that none of you will appear to miss it.

	The Gospel of Matthew records a parable shared by Jesus in 25:1-13. In this story, Jesus shares that ten virgins are waiting to meet the bridegroom carrying lamps. Out of those ten, five were wise and five were foolish, determined by whether they brought extra oil. In a typical wedding fashion, something happens so the groom runs late, and the virgins all fall asleep. This is when the oil becomes an issue because they receive word the groom is approaching. So the foolish virgins rush out to buy oil, but by the time they get back it is too late and they are locked out of the wedding.

	Jesus and the writer of Hebrews are making the same point, the time to enter God’s rest is now because we do not know when the doors will be closed, and we will be locked outside. The reality of missing the opportunity should give the Hebrew Christians and us a sense of urgency. There is healthy and unhealthy urgency though. Urgency adds an element of pressure, the pressure creates a response from us. Some begin to panic and run away around like a headless chicken, some get snippety and mean-spirited, and there are some who have been training for this moment. Those who understand the moment do not panic, they simply revert to their training and carry on making it look easy to the rest of us.

2 We also had the good news preached to us, just as the Israelites did. However, the message they heard didn’t help them because they weren’t united in faith with ones who listened to it.

	The promise of rest is made a gift made available by God. In hearing the message of Jesus, the writer of Hebrews and others had faith which allowed them to enter this rest. But others did not believe it even though they listened to the sermon. This does not mean the sermon was bad, nor that the speaker failed. The speaker’s job was to communicate the information, the decision squarely rested with the hearers.

	God, nor His Word, ever fail. He and His Word will never fail. Those who reject the offer are the ones choosing failure. And while there might be some who do not understand the message (who have the capacity to understand), again the fault rests with the hearer. How do you gain understanding? Ask questions and investigate. 

	When God speaks He expects to listen and believe. Hearing is nothing without faith, and you cannot have faith without hearing. But faith is a choice on our part, one God lovingly gives us to make for ourselves. Upon hearing God’s voice, what will we do? Hear and believe? Believe and obey?

3 We who have faith are entering the rest. As God said, “And because of my anger I sore: They will never enter my rest!” And yet God’s words were completed at the foundation of the world.

	In this chapter, the word “rest” is used about fifteen times. There are two different Greek words translated to “rest”. One of the Greek words has more of a connection to the idea of the Sabbath, but here the writer is still referencing the wandering Israelites in the Old Testament. Regardless, Adam Clarke gives us a solid definition of what the writer of Hebrews means by “rest.” Clarke wrote, “We have peace of conscience and joy in the Holy Ghost, are saved from guilt and power of sin, and thus enjoy inward rest.”[footnoteRef:42] Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land, but that did nothing for their inner peace. David fought and subdued the Philistines along with the nation’s other enemies, but that did nothing to elevate the inner turmoil of the souls. [42:  Earle, pg 1255.] 


4 Then somewhere he said this about the seventh day of creation: “God rested on the seventh day from all his works.”
5 But again, in the passage above, God said, “They will never enter my rest!”

	“Completed at the foundation of the world” at the end of verse 3, then on into “God reset on the seventh day” in verse 4 highlights God as the Creator. When an artist sets out to complete a work, something is echoing deep within their being they want to get out. Each color and object painted represents something of their inner being. In connection with the image of an artist at work, Aquinas wrote, “When the desire of any artist is brought to rest in his work. But it is not so with God, because He does not act on account of His want, but for the sake of communicating His goodness. Whence He does not rest in His work, but from producing the work, and He rests only in His goodness.” God does not rest out of weariness but in His goodness. Not because the work is completed, but because He is good.

6 Therefore, it’s left open for some to enter it, and the ones who had the good news preached to them before didn’t enter because of disobedience.

	The rest that is left open for the Hebrew Christians, us, and anyone who accepts the gift is not a rest from physical work. It is not rest because we completed an assignment like I just did after writing about verses 1 through 5 of this chapter. This is a rest in the goodness of God who saved our souls.

	WT Purkiser wrote, “Gone are the ceaseless strivings for perfection in human endeavor. Gones are the struggles with a self against itself, the double-mindedness of a carnal heart. This is not the rest of inactivity; it is the rest of equilibrium.”[footnoteRef:43] God calls us to be holy as He is holy, but this is not something that we do, it is something that we are by resting in His goodness. We do not work to earn or prove our salvation; the fullness of God is doing the work of full salvation in us. Resting in His work allows us to live and operate in freedom, the same kind of freedom Adam and Eve experienced in the Garden before the Fall. [43:  Purkiser, pg 42-43.] 


7 Just as it says,” when in the passage above, God designates a certain day as “today,” when he says through David much later, “Today, if you hear his voice, don’t have stubborn hearts.”

	Another parable shared by Jesus highlights the idea the writer is communicating to the readers. In Matthew 22:1-14, Jesus tells a story about a king throwing a wedding banquet for his son. Servants are sent to get those who are invited to attend, but no invited wanted to attend, it gets to the point where those invited mistreat and kill the king’s servants. Matthew 22:8 says, “Then the king told his servants, ‘The banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.” Those who were invited to the banquet had no desire to attend the wedding, they heard about it but decided they would rather stay where they were.

	We all have received our invitation to belong to the Lord’s dinner table. While the actual sitting and dining will take place after Christ’s return, but the time to RSVP our spot is now. Once we mark “yes” that we are attending, then we can live free from the worry if there will be space for us. We can rest in the excitement of being invited and knowing we belong.

8 If Joshua gave the Israelites rest, God wouldn’t have spoken about another day later on.
9 So you see that a sabbath rest is left open for God’s people

	Richard S. Taylor wrote, “God’s people… have an option on a rest which they do not yet know by experience, but which they may know—indeed must know—or cease to be God’s people.”[footnoteRef:44] Ultimate rest is found once we take our last breath or Christ returns and we are in God’s presence save from any evil. But between now and then, while the world around us operates under the weight of sin, we can live in that seventh day rest now because God’s presence is in us. The blood of Jesus washed away our guilt and shame, then we received the Holy Spirit so the inner turmoil ceases so peace can reign. [44:  Taylor, pg 54.] 


10 The one who entered God’s rest also rested from his works, just as God rested from his own.

	Remember the target audience of this letter. Hebrew Christians were trying to cling to both Moses and Jesus. The law revealed God’s expectations, but those expectations were to be met through human effort. But no matter how many times they did the rituals or no matter how well they memorized the Torah it was not enough to bridge the gap of human sin. Jesus bridged the gap, so faith in Him is superior to the way of Moses. Moses presented a way that was only a placeholder for faith in Jesus. Faith in Jesus is the way to enter God’s promised rest.

	Dr. David Jeremiah shared a thought that is worth us taking a moment to consider. He wrote, “Rest is not inactivity but harmonious involvement in God’s program. To enter into God’s rest is to enter into God’s best.”[footnoteRef:45] A song is made up of individual notes grouped together in an orderly fashion. If they were placed randomly, it would simply be noise that gets the wolves howling. But prepared and arranged in an orderly manner, they produce music that moves a person to the core. When you and I enter God’s rest, our lives become notes in the symphony of heaven’s chorus. [45:  Jeremiah, pg 1747] 



First summary of the message

11 Therefore, let’s make every effort to enter that rest so that no one will fall by following the example of the disobedience,
12 because God’s word is living, active, and sharper than any two-edged sword. It penetrates to the point that it separates the soul from the spirit and the joints from the marrow. It’s able to judge the heart’s thoughts and intentions.

	“Let’s make every effort to enter” taken out of context can make it sound as if we earn our sanctification. It is not the effort that makes us holy, the Holy Spirit makes us holy when we rest in the goodness of God and then live our lives from that rest. But what are we to think about with “make every effort”? Adam Clarke commented, “The word implies every exertion of the body and mind which can be made in reference to the subject.”[footnoteRef:46] Clarke is pointing to a whole being of determination to reach the prize God has for us. This could only mean that we strive to surrender our whole beings to God, allowing them to live out of His rest. When new areas of struggle are discovered in us, they need to be surrendered. Sanctification is a moment for the heart, but a process for the patterns of our mind. [46:  Earle, pg 1256.] 


	John MacArthur makes this observation about the intended audience of Hebrews, “Intellectually, they were at least partly persuaded, but inside they were not committed to Him. God’s Word would expose their shallow beliefs and even their false intentions.”[footnoteRef:47] This is why the writer makes the statement in verse 12 about the Word of God. If the Hebrew Christians would examine the Word of God more closely, it would reveal in them what was dead and what was living. [47:  MacArthur, pg 1845.] 


	We view God’s Word as the 66 books that comprise the Old and New Testaments. The Hebrew Christians, along with the Christians of the period, would know the Old Testament. But they were not reading the Gospels, they were hearing them spoken through the experiences of the apostles and other Christians. Taylor wrote, “[The Word of God] is not like an old, disused power line; it is live at the moment God is speaking.”[footnoteRef:48] Whether written or spoken, God’s Word can cut through us like a knife through hot butter, because the Speaker knows us. And though He knows, God’s Word is also able to work in us if we allow ourselves to be examined. Whenever it is shared, God’s Word always demands a response from us. [48:  Taylor, pg 57.] 


13 No creature is hidden from it, but rather everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of the one to whom we have to give an answer.

	In the end, I will not be standing before your throne, nor will you be standing before my throne. We both will be standing before God’s throne. He will be asking the questions, and we will be giving Him our answers. Everything that is hidden will be revealed because there is nothing that God cannot see.

Contrary to popular belief, the pastor does not (should not) pinpoint specific people in specific sins on purpose in their sermons. The preacher cannot and does not see a person as God sees them, though they try their best to love them as God does. They do their best to share what God’s Word says and how the Holy Spirit has helped them understand it. How the Holy Spirit deals with the hearers is between them and God. Any invitations to respond are not given for the preacher’s ego or to fill a spreadsheet tracking convicted sinners but as an opportunity for the person responding to allow the preacher or anyone else the chance to journey with them.

14 Also, let’s hold on to the confession since we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, who is Jesus, God’s Son;
15 because we don’t have a high priest who can’t sympathize with our weaknesses but instead one who was tempted in every way that we are, except without sin.

	In the Old Testament, only the high priest could enter the holy of holies, an area of God’s presence separated from the rest of the Temple by a thick curtain. But in offering for the forgiveness of someone’s sins, the high priest used the blood of animals. It was an office that was filled by a person who lived and died, then replaced by the next one in line. That is not how it is now, how it works now is recorded in Revelation 5:6 which says, “Then I saw one like a slaughtered lamb standing in the midst of the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent into all the earth.” In other words, Jesus has entered the holiest of holies not by the blood of any animal, but by His blood.

	Verse 15 highlights that Jesus understands our weakness because “he was tempted in every way that we are, except without sin.” Jesus is God, but He is also man. As man, Jesus had no sinful nature, but like Adam and Eve in the Garden, He faced temptation. The temptation was real! Aquinas writes, “For if He would have been without temptations, He would not have known them by experience, and thus He would not have been compassionate. But if He had had sin, He would not have been able to help us, but would rather have been Himself in need of help.”[footnoteRef:49] Christ endured, knowing no sin, and thus was able to be the atonement for us and become our perfect high priest. As high priest, Jesus is not sitting there with a spiteful disdain for sinners, He looks at us with compassion understanding the difficulties of being human in a sinful world. [49:  Baer, pg 109.] 


16 Finally, let’s draw near to the throne of favor with confidence so that we can receive mercy and find grace when we need help.

	John MacArthur wrote, “Most ancient rulers were unapproachable by anyone but their highest advisors.”[footnoteRef:50] This is still true in our day. When was the last time you had dinner with the president, governor, or a congressman? God through our faith in Jesus invites us to His throne. “It is not the great white throne of judgment and condemnation. It is the rainbow-circled throne of grace.” Now, this moment, is the time for us to find rest before God’s throne. [50:  MacArthur, pg 1846.] 



CHAPTER FIVE

	The purpose of this entire letter is to show the Hebrew Christians that Jesus is superior. They were still living a Christian life tethered to Jerusalem, the Temple, the high priest, and the law. In Matthew 5:17, Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but fulfill them.” Jesus came as a fulfillment of what the old ways were pointing toward. The prophets implored the Jews to be faithful to God and His ways because it would lead them to Jesus.

	This complete break from the old tradition is hard for anyone, especially for the Jews who had been practicing these ways for centuries. Respect and adherence to the high priest in Jerusalem were part of that tradition. But Jesus was the end of the high priesthood, taking that office for Himself. Richard S. Taylor wrote, “A conversion to Jesus that would so completely displace the high priest at Jerusalem that what happened there would no longer seem relevant or important would be drastic and thorough indeed. But Hebrews insists that nothing less than this is acceptable to God, or consistent with the actual facts of the case. Unless and until these Hebrew Christians see the divinely appointed priesthood of Jesus in its full, revolutionary implications, and are entirely weaned from their Aaronic ties, their Christianity will be inadequate and in the end they will be recaptures by the long tentacles of Jerusalem.”[footnoteRef:51] As the need for this letter, we see how deeply tradition can become intrenched in our faith, even if it goes against what is revealed to us by Jesus. [51:  Taylor, pg 62.] 


Introduction to a deeper teaching

1Every high priest is taken from the people and put in charge of things that relate to God for their sake, in order to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

	To begin the writer’s teaching on Jesus’s supremacy over the Aaronic high priesthood, they begin by outlining the office of the high priest. This office was ordained by God to be filled by man for man. It was not established to be a legal authority or to gain wealth and status for the individual placed in the office. Dr. David Jeremiah defines the office as high priest as, “a specialist in representing humanity to God. He was not a politician or a social worker, His goal was to bring people closer to God.”[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Jeremiah, pg 1747.] 


	While there are many differences between the office of high priest and pastor, the share a common thread. Neither chose the role for themselves, they are called to it by God. Their obedience to that call is a decision of faith. Like the high priest, a pastor is not ordained for their glory but God’s glory. Many will seek ordination thinking it brings those things, but Thomas Aquinas warns, “if someone seeks what is his own, he is not a pastor but a mercenary.”[footnoteRef:53] [53:  Baer, pg 111.] 


	I can attest to this call. The role of pastor is not something I sought for myself. At 16 years old, I planned to coach football and teach history, but God revealed another plan for my life that was affirmed by local church leaders and the body. God wanted all my creativity, effort, and desire to align with His desire to see people saved and sanctified. Creativity is highlighted because I feel burdened to never parrot the work of someone else, but to use His gift of imagination to me for His purposes. This work brings fulfillment in my life not by the response to it, but from my being obedient to His call.

2 The high priest is able to deal gently with the ignorant and those who are misled since he himself is prone to weakness. 
3 Because of his weakness, he must offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as for the people. 

	The high priest served as the middle person between two extremes. On one hand, they represented God to the people. This required a whole heart, mind, and body commitment to the ways of God on their part. But on the other hand, the high priest also represented the people before God. Only a human could adequately represent humanity before God, which is why the role is not given to angels. However, God appoints the person to represent the other persons.

	Because the high priest was a man, they were still impacted by the same problem of sin as the rest of humanity. While they were appointed by God, the high priest was still prone to the same weaknesses as those they represented. This called for humility on the part of the high priest because they were no more holy than anyone else, but still the representative. Rather than have a big head and look down on those outside their office, the high priest was to have compassion on them.

4 No one takes this honor for themselves but takes it only when they are called by God, just like Aaron.

	Aaron was the brother of Moses, who was brought alongside Moses because Moses was not a good speaker. But after they leave Egypt, God appoints Aaron, his family, and his tribe to be the order of the high priest. The Israelites were to follow the spiritual lead and direction of Aaron and his family, this was an act of faith in God on their part.

	Taylor points out something interesting about this priestly order. He wrote, “…Aaron was an example of a divinely authorized priestly order; but though the Israelites were bound to this Aaronic order, God was not.”[footnoteRef:54] The Israelites were to worship God through the leadership of Aaron and this priesthood, but God is not bound within these religious borders. [54:  Taylor, pg 64.] 


5 In the same way Christ also didn’t promote himself to become high priest. Instead, it was the one who said to him, You are my Son. Today I have become your Father,
6 as he also says in another place, You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.

	Now the writer shifts from Aaron to Jesus. Like Aaron, Jesus was appointed to the office of high priest by God. This again reminds us that Jesus is as fully human as He is fully God, otherwise, He could not fill the office. Jesus did not pick this office for Himself, but God appointed Jesus for the office.
But notice that the writer highlights that Jesus is of a different order than Aaron. Of course, Jesus would have to be of a different order than Aaron because Jesus was not a Levite. Jesus was of the tribe of Judah. Melchizedek is mentioned as the order Jesus belongs to, a concept that the writer of Hebrews will more fully explain in chapter 7.

	What is also different about Jesus being appointed as high priest is that he will be in the role “as long as the sun and moon endure. Jesus will continue to be High Priest to all the successive generations of men, as He was the Lamb who was slain from the foundation of the world.”[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Clarke, pg 1257.] 


7 During his days on earth, Christ offered prayers and requests with loud cries and tears as his sacrifices to the one who was able to save him from death. He was heard because of his godly devotion. 

	“During his days on earth” describes the life and ministry of Jesus when God became flesh. God took on the same human flesh as us, like how Adam and Eve were created in the Garden. Jesus had no sinful nature but like Adam and Eve, He had a choice of how He would respond to temptations, trials, and everyday life with the same dependence on God. Aquinas describes the Incarnation as “He carried flesh like a sinner, though not sinful.”[footnoteRef:56] [56:  Baer, pg 114.] 


	This verse also highlights how Jesus maintained His dependence on God. Dr. Jeremiah points out that prayer was how Jesus showed His reliance on God when writes, “His life’s habit. At every turning point—as well as in day-to-day living—He was found praying.”[footnoteRef:57] It was more than prayers of request, although Jesus certainly asked for things, it was also seeking guidance, confessing hurts and fears, and relying on God to press forward through adversity. [57:  Jeremiah, pg 1748.] 


8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience from what he suffered. 

	Before I can get into the meat of verse 8, it is important to note the connection between this verse and the previous one. Though Jesus does ask the Father for a way around the suffering, Jesus does embrace suffering as God’s will. Jesus had a choice but deliberately chose to be obedient even unto death. Even in leading up to the Cross, Jesus had to rely on God to endure temptation, which is suffering. He also suffered from encountering enemies and betrayal. The tears Jesus shed in prayer at Gethsemane were just as much a choice to embrace suffering as the acts of His passion.

	As followers of Jesus, you and I cannot expect to receive anything different. If Jesus chose suffering out of love for God and man, that is the same choice we must make. A decision to follow Jesus is often thought of as the means for avoiding eternal suffering, which is true. But while we will not encounter the eternal fires of hell, to escape them we must wade through all hell’s attempts to destroy us while living. W.T. Purkiser wrote, “This is the way God often delivers us today. We are not kept from going into the fiery furnace. We go into the flames, not to perish, but with His sustaining presence.”[footnoteRef:58]r [58:  Purkiser, pg 50.] 


	The writer of Hebrews is addressing an old understanding within the Jewish faith that “if you do good things, good things, do bad things, bad things happen.” But this verse proves that understanding is false. Certainly, choosing sin does complicate our lives, but avoiding sin is no guarantee that suffering is avoided. On the contrary, living for God in a broken world with broken systems run by broken people under the influence of darkness guarantees we will suffer for our obedience. This is demonstrated to us through Jesus.

	“Learned” comes from the Greek word that means to learn, and be apprised. But one of the ways something is learned is not by only reading or observation, but by experiencing. God certainly knew that obedience led to suffering because He knows all things. However, Jesus experienced it in the same way any person would.

	Richard S. Taylor wrote this thought-provoking statement:

With Jesus, love for the Father had been such that obedience was always a delight. There was never any hesitation, or sense of painful price. But here an obedience was demanded wherein the issues touched the Father-Son relationship itself, a requirement which in its very nature could not be a delight but more like a punishment. When obedience is easy it may well be suspect. Perhaps it is disguised selfishness, or simply a policy of expediency. But when obedience costs a broken heart, its lesson has been learned and its genuiness authenticated.[footnoteRef:59] [59:  Taylor, pg 67.] 


The lesson Taylor is hinting at is that love has a cost. That cost is suffering. Think of a spouse whose partner gets sick. Rather than continuing with life, a lifestyle adjustment must be made to care for the one who is sick. Responsibilities are shifted, causing the healthy partner to not only provide care but carry on the tasks. It would be easier out of selfishness to walk away, but love honors the commitment made. What the Father willed for the Son came at the cost of the Son, with the Son lovingly being obedient to suffer.

9 After he had been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys him. 

	Again, turning to Richard S. Taylor, he writes, “Becoming a Son was the corporate choice of the Triune God. Becoming a Savior was the achievement of the Son, in facing up triumphantly to the full demands of His humiliation.”[footnoteRef:60] By nature, the Son was God, but it was Jesus choosing to suffer as a man that made Him the Savior. The work was will and effort of the fullness of God, but the completion of our salvation was accomplished through the decision of the Son of Man. [60:  Taylor, pg 68.] 


	The work of salvation was accomplished through the blood of Jesus, once and for all forever. This work cannot be undone. But the end of verse 9 says, “he became the source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys him.” Obedience is the result of our choice to love God by being faithful to His will. At the beginning of our faith journey, that obedience was confessing sin and turning to Him. As our journey continues, our life of faith will lead to more choices for us to follow God’s will. Just as Jesus chose to remain faithful through the pain of suffering, are we willing to make that same choice?

10 He was appointed by God to be a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
11 We have a lot to say about this topic, and it’s difficult to explain, because you have been lazy and you haven’t been listening. 

	The writer’s point throughout chapter 5 is to prove that Jesus is a high priest of a superior order than Aaron. In verses 5 and 6 the writer mentions that Jesus is an order appointed that is different from Aaron, much like Melchizedek. It will not be until chapter 7 that the writer fully works through this thought because they pause to deal with another issue here.

	Verse 11 says, “We have a lot to say about this topic, and it’s difficult to explain, because you have been lazy and you haven’t been listening.” This issue is not one of intelligence, but of lack of interest. They took the step to have faith in Jesus, but no desire to understand what it means. Which gives indication to why the Hebrew Christians are still trying to adhere to the old system while claiming faith in Jesus.

	Purkiser wrote, “Certainly there is more to holy living than the grasp of sound doctrine. Yet the quality of life is affected by failure clearly to apprehend the truth.” As followers of Jesus, we have no excuse for being lazy in our understanding. It is not expected for any of us to have all the mysteries of Jesus flushed out before coming to faith, nor is it necessary to do so before we see Him face to face. But when we love someone, do we not desire to know all there is known about them? Or are we too afraid to explore for fear that it might destroy our desire for the relationship?

12 Although you should have been teachers by now, you need someone to teach you an introduction to the basics of God’s message. You have come to the place where you need milk instead of solid food. 

	The reason for the slothfulness of the Hebrew Christians was not a failure of their teachers, nor was it that God had run out of things to show them. It was the failure of these believers themselves to move on from the bottle to the more filling things. 

	As harsh as the writer is with his indictment of the readers, Aquinas makes an interesting observation, “the Apostle above passed on very difficult things to them, namely, the mystery of the Trinity and the mystery of the Incarnation, and many other arduous things. Therefore, either they were not children or such things are to be handed on to children.”[footnoteRef:61] Despite the readers' lazy approach to learning, that has not stopped the writer from already presenting chunks of meat in this letter. No one can gain a deeper understanding if they are never challenged to do so. [61:  Baer, pg 119.] 


13 Everyone who lives on milk is not used to the word of righteousness, because they are babies. 
14 But solid food is for the mature, whose senses are trained by practice to distinguish between good and evil.

	“… a minimum level of spiritual maturity is a prerequisite to habitual practice, as the practice in turn both evidence the maturity and enlarges it.”[footnoteRef:62] The key to gaining a deeper understanding of God is having a desire to do so. That is the first step in maturing after coming to Christ, next is establishing a personal pattern. Through faith in Jesus, we are grafted into a community that dedicates itself to prayer, fellowship, and the study of the Word. Simply attending church and small groups is another step into maturity. But the best thing any of us can do is find time in our personal lives to intentionally spend time in prayer and reading the Bible. [62:  Taylor, pg 71.] 



CHAPTER SIX

	This chapter begins with a warning following the harsh observation about the Hebrew Christians by the writer. It is a detour from the writer’s attempt to establish Jesus as a high priest superior both in office and order than that of Aaron. But while the writer admonishes these believers, they do not leave them in defeat. We as believers do not live in defeat, but in victory through Jesus Christ. And that is the point of the entire letter.

Let’s press on to maturity

1 So let’s press on to maturity, by moving on from the basics about Christ’s word. Let’s not lay a foundation of turning away from dead works, of faith in God,

	During my time in the service, the army had a process to how they trained you. It was called the crawl, walk, run method. The idea is you had to learn to crawl before you could walk, then you had to learn to walk before you could run, and even after learning to run you had to learn to perform under adverse circumstances. As a soldier, I was expected to not remain at the crawl phase, but move on to the walk phase, then inevitably the run phase. This is the point the writer of Hebrews is trying to make.

	The Hebrew Christians knew that Jesus had died on the Cross and rose again. They knew that it was faith in Jesus their sins were washed away by His blood. This understanding is important, but at some point they were expected to learn the why, the what, the how, and the who. All of Scripture points to the necessity for Jesus and salvation through Him, love for Jesus should compel His followers to study and wrestle with what the meanings, connections, and applications revealed through the Bible.

	W.T. Purkiser writes, “It means leaving them as a child leaves the a-b-cs to go on to reading, or leaves the multiplication table to go on to arithmetic and algebra.”[footnoteRef:63] Moving forward from the elementary understanding is not an optional part of faith, but evidence of growing in our love for Christ. Failure to move forward is to take those all-important foundational elements of faith and turn them into sinking sand. John MacArthur stated, “They are the place to start, not stop. They are the gate of entrance on the road of salvation in Christ.”[footnoteRef:64] Aquinas adds, “… in the way of God not to progress is to fall back.”[footnoteRef:65] [63:  Purkiser, pg 53.]  [64:  MacArthur, pg 1849.]  [65:  Baer, pg 123.] 


2 of teaching about ritual ways to wash with water, laying on of hands, the resurrection from the dead, and eternal judgment—all over again.
3 We’re going to press on, if God allows it.

	The writer provides a list of the elementary things taught at the beginning of a person’s faith. Water baptism is important, it symbolizes the inward work of the Holy Spirit through grace, expressed outwardly as a public announcement of faith. Essentially, a Christian coming out party. As important as the ritual is, why water? And how does it connect with salvation as a whole? Resurrection from the dead is a foundational understanding of the work of Jesus, but what does it imply to His followers? Eternal judgment is the thing that Jesus has saved us from, but why does it have to be this way? The lazy and copout answer we can give is because God and His word says so, but a heart that loves God digs for the deeper answers.

	Richard S. Taylor wrote, “These items constitute virtually the whole of the gospel in many churches today, with the result that most Christians never reach beyond the first grade in spiritual matters.”[footnoteRef:66] Taylor is suggesting churches that stay focused on elementary teachings will bring people to eternal life through Jesus but never to living to the fullest of what His life has to offer. This is the responsibility of the preachers and teachers of the Church. They are to seek the Holy Spirit in understanding where the hearts are on the spiritual journey that make up the local fellowship. A church primarily consisting of those who are already followers does not need the elementary teachings, they need the heavier foods. Embracing the heavier foods will compel them into the streets, thus seeking to yield a new harvest of believers who will need the elementary teachings they already know. [66:  Taylor, pg 72.] 


4 Because it’s impossible to restore people to changed hearts and lives who turn away once they have seen the light, tasted the heavenly gift, become partners with the Holy Spirit,
5 and tasted God’s good word and the powers of the coming age.
6 They are crucifying God’s Son all over again and exposing him to public shame.

	The warning in verses 4-6 may be a hypothetical situation, but that does not mean the danger is imaginary. These words go beyond simple backsliding, a temporary slip up. This is describing someone who has knowledge of Jesus and salvation, but after knowing Jesus they decide they want more than Jesus has to offer or cannot get over some perceived grievance God has committed against them. So, they deliberately choose to walk away. The term for this is apostasy, meaning the abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief. (Dictionary 

	“Impossible” is the English word used in verse 4 to describe a person in this state, and the idea of them leaving then returning. The word “impossible” in the Greek means, “without strength, impotent, powerless, weakly, disabled, unable to be done.” (Blue Letter Bible) God is almighty, so it would not make sense that God would be powerless to forgive and restore a follower who has fallen into apostasy. This has more to do with the individual who has fallen away. A good example would be Judas. Unlike Peter who sought forgiveness for his denial of Jesus, Judas had his heart so hardened by his betrayal of Jesus that Judas was unable to even reconcile with himself, let alone with God. Forgiveness and grace were a breath away from Judas, but he was unwilling and unable to see it.

	Whether a person never accepts Jesus, or they accept Him but then choose to turn away, either decision leads to eternal judgment. Jesus is the only means of salvation. The tragedy of a believer who falls away is that they made it through the gateway to eternal life and then decided that hope was not enough. This is not because God has failed to provide what a person needs to stay on the path, it is God has given them what they need, and they have rejected it.

7 The ground receives a blessing from God when it drinks up the rain that regularly comes and falls on it and yields a useful crop for those people for whom it is being farmed.
8 But if it produces thorns and thistles, it’s useless and close to being cursed. It ends up being burned.

	These verses immediately draw to mind the parables of Jesus. A seed has been planted in the soil; the soil expected to yield a crop. To aid in the process, God sends the rain to help water the seed and soil. “… just as the earth needs rain, so man needs the grace of God.”[footnoteRef:67] Whether or not the seed receives the rain or sunlight, depends largely upon the type of soil where it is planted. Is a person ready to receive the grace from God that will lead them to maturity? [67:  Baer, pgs 129-130.] 


	How does a person receive this grace? Through the preaching, teaching, and reading of the Bible. The heart of a person is soil ready to produce when it “… drinks this rain when he understands what he hears and is affected by it.”[footnoteRef:68] There are external factors that might keep a person from hearing and understanding, but the biggest enemy to our spiritual growth is our own egos and pride. [68:  Bear, pg 130.] 


	Regardless of whether we hear and receive the message or reject it, that decision produces results in our lives. Dr. Jeremiah noted, “Those who tend to their faith produce fruit, while those who ignore matters of faith produce nothing but thorns.”[footnoteRef:69] A bitter Christian is refusing to practice forgiveness, though the grace to do so is available. The failure to grow is not a result of insufficient funds, but our failure to seek the funds available. [69:  Jeremiah, pg 1748.] 


Make your hope sure

	At the end of Chapter 5 and the beginning of Chapter 6, the writer is very critical of the Hebrew Christians and provides them with a solemn warning of the dangers that are lurking if they do not change their ways. Sounding the warning alarm is a function of the offices of prophet and pastor, with God saying to the prophet Ezekiel, “Human one, I’ve made you a lookout for the house of Israel. When you hear a word from me, deliver my warning. If I declare that the wicked will die but you don’t warn them from their wicked ways, so that they might live, they will die because of their guilt, but I will hold you accountable for their deaths.”[footnoteRef:70] [70:  Ezekiel 3:17-18.] 


	While a warning is provided, the writer has the heart of a pastor who has not given up on the Hebrew Christians. There is still hope for them to grow in their sanctification, so now the writer turns their focus onto that hope.

9 But we are convinced of better things in your case, brothers and sisters, even though we are talking this way—things that go together with salvation.
10 God isn’t unjust so that he forgets our efforts and the love you have shown for his name’s sake when you served and continue to serve God’s holy people.
11 But we desperately want each of you to show the same effort to make your hope sure until the end.
12 This is so you won’t be lazy but follow the example of the ones who inherit the promises through faith and patience.

	Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death.” In the gospel of John, Jesus says, “The thief enters only to steal kill, and destroy.”[footnoteRef:71] Sin is not an abstract thing with a mind of its own, nor is it caused by some foreign enemy. Certainly, there are agents of darkness and a great adversary of our souls who aim to wreck our hope of eternal life and current lives. But they do not cause us to sin, only lay the traps that cause us to stumble and fire the weapons that cause us to turn back. Sin is a choice we make of our own free will to go against God and His will for us. That makes sin a thief we let creep into our lives. This is the danger the writer is warning the Hebrew Christians against if they choose to remain static in their faith. [71:  John 10:10.] 


	Verse 10 states, “God isn’t unjust so that he forgets our efforts and the love you have shown for his name’s sake when you served and continue to serve God’s holy people.” This verse cannot be read without remembering verse 9 when the writer says, “We are convinced of better things in your case.” Should the Hebrew Christians fall into apostasy, their good works of the past would remain done for the Kingdom, but standing before God’s throne, unrepented sin would have erased their value and robbed them of victory. But the Hebrew Christians had not sinned, only become slothful in pursuit of growing in their faith. The writer finds hope for them in that it was through their faith that the Hebrew Christians demonstrated their love for God by serving God’s people. It is for this reason the Hebrews Christians should proceed into the deeper waters of understanding.

	As we look at verses 11 and 12, it is important to think for a moment about our supreme example of how to live for God, Jesus. In John chapter 5[footnoteRef:72], Jesus goes to the pool at Bethsaida to heal a man who has been sick for thirty-eight years. The man, along with all the others are the pool, was there because it was believed the water contained a means of healing. Ultimately, Jesus would heal this man. But have you stopped and thought about how many others were present that day? Every other day, we are told the man is trampled by others who seem equally desperate to find healing. Yet Jesus, does nothing for them, only this one man. [72:  John 5:1-9.] 


	Why do I point this out? In verse 12, the writer of Hebrews pens, “This is so you won’t be lazy but follow the example of the ones who inherit the promises through faith and patience.” A slothful spirit would look at all the individuals next to the man who had been sick for thirty-eight years and used the idea of fairness to everyone as a reason to do nothing. And later in John chapter 5, the Jewish leaders provide another example to us of a slothful spirit. Jesus heals the man, but the Jewish leaders say to the man, “It’s the Sabbath; you aren’t allowed to carry your mat.” Thomas Aquinas wrote, “… the slothful always finds impediments to action.”[footnoteRef:73] Jesus gives us an example that while we may not heal everyone, in faith we can make the effort to try and help at least one.  [73:  Baer, pg 134.] 

In the case of the Hebrew Christians the Jewish traditions had become a stop sign to their growth. As long as they stayed stagnant, they risked quenching the fire of the Holy Spirit in them. Taylor writes, “When a congregation has lost the glory and fire, it will soon lose the truth and the way.”[footnoteRef:74] Pursuing a deeper and more intimate understanding of our faith stokes the fire in our hearts, and like with the apostles on the Pentecost, the holy fire sends us running into the streets. Holy action is fueled by holy fire, holy fire is stoked by continual surrender to the Holy Spirit. [74:  Taylor, 76.] 



Our hope in Jesus’ priesthood

13 When God gave Abraham his promise, he swore by himself since he couldn’t swear by anyone greater.
14 He said, “I will certainly bless you and multiply your descendants.”
15 So Abraham obtained the promise by showing patience.
16 People pledge by something greater than themselves. A solemn pledge guarantees what they say and shuts down any argument.

	In Genesis 15 and again in Genesis 17, God makes a covenant with Abraham that he and his wife Sarah would have a son. God made this promise, so it is a certainty that it would become a reality for Abraham and Sarah. But Abraham and Sarah had to live in the reality of that promise, with it not becoming realized for some time. Abraham and Sarah make a blunder along the way, however, they wait patiently on the Lord to fulfill His promise.

	Sometimes God does require us to be patient in doing great things, but often even in the doing, He requires us to be patient in seeing the results. We may need to persevere in doing the work, but live patiently knowing we do not get to see the results. God asks for our faithfulness to Him and faithfulness in doing the work, the results are up to Him.

	For the Hebrew Christians, this means they are to press forward in their faith and continue in the work, then God would do the rest. Patience does not mean passivity, it means a confident trust in God to accomplish what He says as I do what I know to do.

17 When God wanted to further demonstrate to the heirs of the promise that his purpose won’t change, he guaranteed it with a solemn pledge.
18 So there are two things that don’t change, because it’s impossible for God to lie. He did this so that we, who have taken refuge in him, can be encouraged to grasp the hope that is lying in front of us.
19 This hope, which is a safe and secure anchor for our whole being, enters the sanctuary behind the curtain.
20 That’s where Jesus went in advance and entered for us, since he became a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

	When I see the word “anchor” in verse 19, I think of being a little fishing boat and dropping an anchor, so I do not drift beyond the hole where I believe the fish are hiding. This is my modern understanding of an anchor. But the Hebrew Christians living between 50 and 60 AD would have had a different understanding. W.T. Purkiser shares:

The anchoria in ancient times was the name given to a strong rock inside the harbor, sailors would launch a small boat, carrying the anchor across the bar, and secure it to the anchoria. Then as the tide rose, the seamen would draw in the anchor chain and pull the ship across the bar into the harbor… This is exactly what Jesus has done. He has carried our anchor into the harbor and fastened it to the rock. This He has done because, as our great High Priest, He has entered through the veil into the very presence of God, there to represent us before the throne.[footnoteRef:75] [75:  Purkiser, pg 56.] 





CHAPTER SEVEN

	It is important for us to stop and be reminded once again of the writer’s purpose in penning this letter. The writer is directing Hebrew Christians to look and cling to Jesus rather than the traditional Jewish practices embedded with the Law of Moses. Specifically, their connection to the high priest and the sacrificial system used in the atoning of sin. Richard S. Taylor writes, “They cannot again find in Moses shelter from the wrath to come. To attempt to do so will result in judgments and eternal consequences far exceeding in woe anything that the race had experienced previously through disobedience.”[footnoteRef:76] It is beyond simply knowing the right Sunday school answers, but understanding that Christian living to the fullest and eternal life can only be found through faith in Christ alone. [76:  Taylor, pg 79.] 


	In this chapter, the writer returns to the discussion on Jesus being from a priestly order like Melchizedek. As Western readers, this section can become lost on us if we do not consider two Old Testament passages critical to the writer’s argument, passages that would be well known to the Hebrew Christians and Jewish students. So, before we dive into the content of chapter 7, we will first look at these passages.

	First, there is Psalm 110. This is believed to be a Messianic Psalm credited as “Of David.” Verses 1 through 5 of this Psalm read:

1 What the LORD says to my master: “Sit right beside me until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”! 2 May the LORD make your mighty scepter reach far from Zion! Rule over your enemies! 3 Your people stand ready on your day of battle, “In holy grandeur, from the dawn’s womb, fight! Your youthful strength is like the dew itself.” 4 The LORD has sworn a solemn pledge and won’t change his mind: “You are a priest forever in line with Melchizedek.” 5 My master, by your strong hand, God has crushed kings on his day of wrath.”

David is prophesying of the coming Christ with Psalm 110 filled with many of the same thoughts found in the apocalyptic sections of Scripture. As we read it, with our understanding of the Gospels, these words clearly point to the events of Christ’s second coming, but also there is a sense of the coming Kingdom ushered in when Jesus was born, crucified, and resurrected. Followers of Jesus are a people of His Kingdom that has come and is coming.

	Psalm 110:5 points to the Messiah as one who is “a priest forever in line with Melchizedek.” It is this verse which the writer of Hebrews has in mind as the case is made for Jesus being superior a high priest superior to Aaron. A discussion that has been building over the last few chapters.

	Who is Melchizedek? That question brings us to our second passage of importance. Our second passage is found in Genesis 14. Before I share the verses specific to our study in Hebrews, I will provide context to the story as a whole. Genesis 14 begins with a group of four kings declaring war on a group of five other kings. The King of Sodom is notable because this is the area where Lot, Abraham’s nephew, has settled. Sodom and their allies are forced to retreat, with them all being plundered by their enemies. Abraham is drawn into the conflict because these enemy kings capture Lot. With 318 members of his household, Abraham conducts a successful rescue operation bringing back all of the taken spoils, Lot, and all of Lot’s property.

	After the mission is completed, Genesis 14:17-20 records an event that includes Melchizedek. It reads:

17 After Abram returned from his attack on Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom came out the Shaveh Valley (that is, the King’s Valley) to meet him. 18 Now Melchizedek the king of Salem and the priest of God Most High had brought bread and wine, 19 and he blessed him, “Bless Abram by God Most High, creator of heaven and earth; 20 bless God Most High, who gave you the victory over your enemies.” Abram gave Melchizedek one-tenth of everything.

There are two religious practices prevalent in these verses. First, Melchizedek gives Abram “bread and wine.” These are the two elements Jesus connects with His death at the Last Supper. While Genesis does not provide a lot of details as to why “bread and wine,” given the connection of Melchizedek to the Messiah, I cannot help but think this is more than an arbitrary feature. Second, the Jewish and Christian practice of tithing is established by Abraham giving a tenth of the spoils to Melchizedek.

1 This Melchizedek, who was the king of Salem and priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he returned from the defeat of the kings, and Melchizedek blessed him.
2 Abraham gave a tenth of everything to him. His name means first “king of righteousness,” and then “king of Salem,” that is, “king of peace.”

	The whole purpose of this discussion around Melchizedek is to establish Jesus as a high priest superior to Aaron and his descendants. Melchizedek was indeed an important person in the time of Abraham, but he was only a precursor to Jesus. We must be careful not to attribute more to the person of Melchizedek than what aligns with Scripture. Even with Scripture, we must study intently to understand the connection the writer of Hebrews is making. There is only one Son of God, that is Jesus.

	Adam Clarke writes, “It was an ancient custom among the nations of the earth to consecrate a part or tenth of the spoils taken in war to the object of their worship.”[footnoteRef:77] Regardless of a nation’s religious practices, they recognized their success was not of their own doing. This is not to say they universally worshiped the God Most High, but religion played an important role in ancient military conquest. [77:  Clarke, pg 1262.] 


	Verse 1 tells us that Melchizedek was a “priest of the Most High God.” No other details are shared on how Melchizedek was given this office. We know from our earlier study in Hebrews, that a priest is appointed by God to represent the people, they are a mediator between the divine and the common. 

3 He is without father or mother or any family. He has no beginning or end of life, but he’s like God’s Son and remains a priest for all time.

	Bloodline was important to the Jews. It was considered unthinkable for someone to serve as a Levitical priest if they could not prove through their genealogy a family heritage involved in the role. All those lists of names and genealogical records that are boring to us throughout the Bible are of significance, even if those ideas are lost on us. The Jews took it so seriously, that Nehemiah was forced to exclude some of the returning exiles from the priesthood. Nehemiah 7:63-65 says, “And of the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and Barzillai (who had married one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was by his name) looked for their entries in the genealogical records, but they weren’t found there, so they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean.”

	Verse 3 shares that Melchizedek has no history of a mother or father mentioned. Genesis does not record when or where Melchizedek was born or died. He is a mystery figure who makes this brief appearance as a priest of God, with no connection to the Levitical priesthood other than through the patriarch Abraham. But of this, we can be sure, that Melchizedek was appointed by God.

	It is important to pause because the wording of verse 3 can be used in connection with Genesis 14 and Psalm 110, to mistake the identity of Melchizedek. Some believe that Melchizedek is the pre-incarnate Christ. The wording “He has no beginning or end of life, but he’s like God’s Son” can give us the wrong picture. Thomas Aquinas said this belief is “condemned as heretical.”[footnoteRef:78] Notice the writer uses the phrase “he’s like God’s Son,” not “he is God’s Son.”  [78:  Baer, pg 143.] 


	This does provide an interesting theological point for us. We are a people bound by linear time, who have a beginning and will have an end. So, when we think of the priestly order of Melchizedek, because Jesus came after him in the historical sense, we view Jesus as connected to Melchizedek’s priestly line. But what verse 3 highlights is that the Son of God has been eternally existent with the Father from the beginning. Craddock comments, “While the argument seems to be from Melchizedek to the Son of God, it is, in fact, from the Son of God to Melchizedek.”[footnoteRef:79] Ultimately, this connects all priestly orders of God Most High to Jesus. Jesus is not only superior to the priesthood of Aaron but also of Melchizedek. [79:  Craddock, pg 556.] 



A priest like Melchizedek

4 See how great Melchizedek was! Abraham, the father of the people, gave him a tenth of everything he captured.
5 The descendants of Levi who receive the office of priest have a commandment under the Law to collect a tenth of everything from the people who are their brothers and sisters, though they also are descended from Abraham.

	The writer is referencing the well-known understanding of the Jewish law regarding tithing, which can be found in Numbers 18:21-32. This section in Numbers records God giving the Levites all of the tithes collected from the rest of the Israelites. Since the Levites were solely responsible for carrying out the work in the Tabernacle, they would not be given an inheritance of the land like the other eleven tribes. In our modern context, this is why pastors are given a salary and housing, whether through a parsonage or an allowance from the Church. A pastor is brought into a fellowship and community for the sole purpose of ministry. These provisions from the tithes of the congregation, alleviate the pastor’s burden for basic survival needs so they can focus fully on preaching the word and ministering to the congregation and community. Even then, a pastor is still expected to give a tithe too. Now, Numbers 18:32 closes with, “But you must not make the sacred gifts of the Israelites impure, on the penalty of death.” In other words, with spiritual leadership comes a heftier expectation. And all the Israelites were expected to honor God by participating in this practice. MacArthur wrote, “The submission of the Israelites was not to honor the priests, but to honor the law of God.”[footnoteRef:80] [80:  MacArthur, pg 1853.] 


	In the discussion of Melchizedek, remember he is not a Levite. Melchizedek may not have even been related to Abraham. But Abraham gives Melchizedek a tenth, not because Melchizedek was a king, but a high priest over that region. Abraham was the one promised by God to be the father of many nations, this would include future kings. This is why Abraham is considered a patriarch of the faith, but Abraham paid a tithe to Melchizedek. Craddock observed, “… in the writer’s value system, the one who blesses is always greater than the one who was blessed.”[footnoteRef:81] It was Melchizedek who was blessed by Abraham, who then in turn gives Abraham a blessing. [81:  Craddock, pg 556.] 


6 But Melchizedek, who isn’t related to them, received a tenth of everything from Abraham and blessed the one who had received the promises.
7 Without question, the less important person is blessed by the more important person.
8 In addition, in one case a then is received by people who die, and in the other case, the tenth is received by someone who continues to live, according to the record.
9 It could be said that Levi, who received a tenth, paid a tenth, paid a tenth through Abraham
10 because he was still in his ancestor’s body when Abraham paid the tenth to Melchizedek.

	Since we know that Melchizedek is a man, like Abraham and us, we must understand that the office is what Abraham is paying the tenth towards. The office Melchizedek held was great, and Melchizedek was in the office of high priest God because had called him to it. Therefore, it is not because Melchizedek is greater than Abraham in a man-to-man comparison, but Melchizedek is God’s representation to Abraham.

	To help us understand the dynamic, Thomas Aquinas shared an example based on his understanding of the office of pope. Aquinas wrote:

… it does not seem true the greater always blesses the lesser, since the Pope is consecrated by a bishop, and an archbishop by a suffragan, who yet are lesser. I respond that a bishop does not consecrate the Pope, nor does a suffragan an archbishop, but this man, so that he may be Pope or archbishop. Again, he does this as a minister of God, Who is greater than the Pope.[footnoteRef:82] [82:  Baer, pg 148.] 


In our church context, as Nazarenes, an individual becomes a pastor because they are called by God. A church hires a pastor through the recommendation of their church board. The pastor, the church board, and the congregation all seek to recognize God’s will in the relationship between the pastor and the church. The goal is to honor God, both in the pastoral office and the congregation.

11 So if perfection came through the Levitical office of priest (for the people received the Law under the priests), why was there still need to speak about raising up another priest according to the order of Mechizedek rather than one according to the order of Aaron?
12 When the order of the priest changes, there has to be a change in the Law as well.
13 The person we are talking about belongs to another tribe, and no one ever served at the altar from that tribe.
14 It’s clear that our Lord came from the tribe of Judah, but Moses never said anything about priests from that tribe.
15 And it’s even clearer if another priest appears who is like Melchizedek.
16 He has become a priest by the power of a life that can’t be destroyed, rather than a legal requirement about physical decent.
17 This is confirmed: “You are a priest forever,” “according to the order of Melchizedek.”

	The Jews were God’s chosen people. They were the law bearers, meaning the Jews had God’s commands and understood what His expectations were for people. But one of their pitfalls was that the only way to truly honor God was by being Jewish. Their status produced a spiritual arrogance. All the while ignoring two things mentioned in the scriptures.

	First, they ignored that the Scripture was indicating the Law was insufficient in atoning for man’s sin. Knowing was great, but man did and does not possess the ability to keep the law of God on their own. No sooner was the sacrifice offered at the Temple than man needed such a sacrifice again. Adam Clarke wrote, “The very essence of the Levitical law consisting in its sacrificial offerings; and as these could not confer perfection, could not reconcile God to man, purify the unholy heart, nor open the kingdom of Heaven to the souls of men, consequently, it must be abolished, according to the order of God himself.”[footnoteRef:83] God established the Law, and it was clear that a new high priesthood and change of the law was necessary. The change was not in the expectations but in the practice of carrying out those expectations. [83:  Earle, pg 1263.] 


	Second, the Scripture was indicating that the new high priesthood with the new covenant would not have the same order of high priesthood. Psalm 110:4 says, “You are a priest forever in line with Melchizedek.” Not that Jesus was a descendant of Melchizedek, but that just like Melchizedek was not a Levite, the Messiah would not be a Levite. And in the case of Jesus, He was of the tribe of Judah.


Able to save completely

18 On the one hand, an earlier command is set aside because it was weak and useless
19 (because the Law made nothing perfect). On the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.

	What is the goal of faith in God? Ultimately, the goal is to have a relationship with Him, a personal connection. The Bible refers to King David as a “man after God’s own heart.” As a man, David was seriously flawed, but he understood the need to draw near to God in a personal way. If that is the goal, then the Levitical system presents a problem. It kept people at a distance because only the high priest was specially anointed to stand in the presence of the Holy God. Only the high priest could present the sacrifices that provided only momentary relief from sin but did not fully pardon and set free anyone from transgression.

	The holy of holies was shrouded by the curtain to protect the everyday person from the Holy God whose presence would consume them in their sin. Fear of being consumed kept the believer from entering the holy of holies and allowed the high priest to carry out their function as mediator between them and God. It was a system based on fear. If the goal is to draw close to God, fear is not a strong enough motivator or a healthy basis for any relationship.

	In Matthew 5:20, Jesus is preaching on the Law when He says, “Unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” This is more than a simple shot at lawyers and hypocrites, but points us to the “better hope”. Jesus is the better hope. Christ offers a life that embraces God’s grace, which empowers us to live holy lives through love. A life with the guilt and shame of sin removed, and the freedom to live out that faith.

	While the Levitical system used fear to hinder the ability to draw close to God, the new covenant through Jesus allows the believer to personally approach God through grace. This is why the Temple veil was torn at Christ’s death, and the fact it happened immediately signifies how much God wants a personal relationship with each person. Fear is replaced by hope through love.

20 And this was not done without a pledge! The others have become priests without a solemn pledge,
21 but this priest was affirmed with a solemn pledge by the one who said, “The Lord has made a solemn pledge” “and will not change his mind:” “You are a priest forever.”
22 As a result, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
23 The others who became priests are numerous because death prevented them from continuing to serve.
24 In contrast, he holds the office of priest permanently because he continues to serve forever.
25 This is why he can completely save those who are approaching God through him, because he always lives to speak with God for them.

	There is a big difference between Christ as a high priest and those associated with the Levitical system. No matter how wise or foolish the high priest from the Aaronic line, they died. They would be replaced by a successor, only to die and be replaced by someone else. While Christ died on the Cross, He rose from the grave, and ascended into heaven. Jesus is superior as a high priest because He holds the office forever. Craddock writes, “The image of Christ alive in God’s presence, ministering on behalf of believers, is a major contribution to the church’s struggle with the question, How do the blessings of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection survive the constraints of time and place in history?”[footnoteRef:84] The answer to that question is through Jesus, who serves us forever! [84:  Craddock, pg 560.] 


	Taylor writes, “Because he lives He can ever save—every sinner in every generation, and in every situation of need. There is no exhaustion of His resources. The power to save is in himself, and because He lives, the power is always there.”[footnoteRef:85] Remember, the office of high priest is reserved for a person to represent humanity before God. Jesus serves in this office as a man resurrected from the dead. At the same time, it was His blood offered as a sinless man that eternally secures the work of salvation. Not that everyone is saved regardless of what they believe, but that the work is available to everyone should they choose to accept it. [85:  Taylor, pg 87.] 


	Verse 25 highlights that “he can completely save those who are approaching God.” “Completely saves” offers a different result than what was offered through the Levitical system. The Temple sacrifice was a momentary relief, but not a permanent solution. Jesus offers full pardon for sin and freedom from it. “Christ secures for us not only deliverance from the sentence of death, which our sins deserve, but from the depravity of our nature.”[footnoteRef:86] We have earned our right to die, which is why confession of sin is important in our repentance. But confessing sin is meaningless without turning from sin. Christ provides us with that power through the Holy Spirit. [86:  Ibid] 


26 It’s appropriate for us to have this kind of high priest: holy, innocent, incorrupt, separate from sinners, and raised high above the heavens.

	From the start, the Aaronic line was flawed. Before Aaron was anointed as high priest, Moses was on the mountain receiving the law from God, while Aaron gave into peer pressure and made a golden calf. Shortly after the law was given, Aaron’s sons offer profane fire on the altar which consumes them. These are only stories from the beginning of the Levitical high priesthood! As Israel’s nation became established, the line would continue to be influenced by political positioning and money. The weakness of humanity plagued the office.

	Jesus is superior as a high priest because as a man He lived a sinless life. He had the power to turn stones into bread but rejected the use of it. He was offered power and majesty without the cross, but Jesus rejected it. Christ lived a holy life, free from corruption and not giving in to temptation. His life is a testimony of love for God and others.

	W.T. Purkiser offers this important observation, “We are not to think that Jesus’ separation from sinners was isolation.”[footnoteRef:87] Jesus did not live out in the wilderness away from people. There were times Jesus sought isolation to be alone with God, but His ministry was carried out in the places where people could be found. The Pharisees and religious leaders accused him of being “a friend to sinners” and “eating with tax collectors and sinners.” His actions earned Jesus the labels of “demon-possessed”, “glutton”, and “a drunkard.” How does one gain those labels? By being in the presence of such people. But while Jesus was in the presence of rough company, His behavior was different. His values were different. His goals were different. [87:  Purkiser, pg 63.] 


	As the Church, we are followers of Jesus. Our mission is to share the message of Jesus with those outside the faith with the hope they find salvation in Jesus. The life and ministry of Jesus reveal two things to us. First, our life is not to be lived away in isolation from the world. We are to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven where God has placed us, regardless of the culture. Second, while we live separately in behavior, values, and mission, we live with the folks who make up our community. As we go, we make disciples through conversation, compassion, and conviction. God does not call everyone to go to the deep dark jungles or faraway places, but He calls all of us to be ministers in our circles of influence. Circles that are always expanding.

27 He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day like other high priest, first for their own sins and then for the sins of the people. He did this once for all when he offered himself.
28 The Law appoints people who are prone to weakness as high priests, but the content of the solemn pledge, which came after the Law, appointed a Son who has been made perfect forever.

	Jesus is superior as a high priest over Aaron and his descendants because His work was completed in a manner that would never need to be repeated. Aaron and his line offered sacrifices day after day, but those sacrifices were insufficient to provide atonement for themselves, let alone the people they represented. But Jesus did not to offer any atonement for His sin, only for our sin. He atoned for our sin by His blood, not that of any animal.


CHAPTER EIGHT

	Chapter 8 moves past the long discussion on Melchizedek, which established Jesus as a superior high priest to both Melchizedek and Aaron, to sharing the details of what Christ is doing in His role as high priest. Reading the gospels, we know what Jesus did for us, but the tomb is still empty, and our Lord has ascended into heaven. Why? The Ascension had more of a purpose than simply allowing for the Holy Spirit to descend on the Day of Pentecost.

	Two things are central to understanding what the writer of Hebrews is getting at in this chapter. The first is highlighted by the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:6-8, when he writes, “God has qualified us as ministers of a new covenant, not based on what is written but on the Spirit, because what is written kills, but the Spirit gives life. The ministry that brought death was carved in letters on stone tablets. It came with such glory that the Israelites couldn’t look for long at Moses’ face because his face was shining with glory, even though it was a fading glory. Won’t the ministry of the Spirit be much more glorious?” Paul is weighing the Old Covenant versus the New Covenant. And the writer of Hebrews will do the same thing in this chapter. But this comparison is not to determine one covenant false with the other as true. Instead, the aim is to contrast the original with a copy.

	That brings us to the second item central to understanding Chapter 8. The writer points out that how we worship here is only a shadowy copy of what will be. This is the backdrop between the comparison of the Old versus New discussion, but also true of how we worship today. As we worship Jesus who is seated in heaven right now, Scripture reveals a day when a loud voice will shout, “Look! God’s dwelling is here with humankind. He will dwell with them, and they will be his peoples. God himself will be with them as their God.”[footnoteRef:88] [88:  Revelation 21:3] 


Meeting tents, sacrifices, and covenants

1 Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We have this kind of high priest. He sat down at the right side of the throne of majesty in the heavens.
2 He’s serving as a priest in the holy place, which is the true meeting tent that God, not any human being, set up.

Here are the different accounts in the Scripture that share the Ascension of Jesus after His resurrection and period of appearing to the numerous witness:

· Matthew 28:16-20: Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some doubted. Jesus came near and spoke to them, “I’ve received all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of this present age.”

· Mark 16:19: After the Lord Jesus spoke to them, he was lifted up into heaven and sat down on the right side of God.

· Luke 24:50-51: Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his hands and blessed them. As he blessed them, he left them and was taken up to heaven.

· Acts 1:9-12: After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going away and as they were staring toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them. They said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.”

While the details might be different from one passage to another, the general truth remains the same. Jesus is alive, but He is not here. He is seated at the right hand of the Father. His place of seating, at least for the moment, with the writer of Hebrews is not establishing Christ’s lordship, but drawing attention to the location of His ministry. The ministry of Jesus is not on earth but in the dwelling place of God. This established Jesus as not only a high priest but the highest of high priests.

	“For the humanity of Christ is an instrument of the divine.”[footnoteRef:89] This brings us back to the discussion of Christ’s identity. He is both fully God and fully man. In the Levitical system, the high priest would enter the holy of holies, the place of God’s presence, shielded from the common by a thick curtain. That curtain was torn when Jesus died because it was no longer needed when He rose again and ascended into heaven. Clarke summarizes the point, saying, “… as the Divine Presence dwelt in the Tabernacle, so the fullness of the Godhead, bodily, dwelt in the Man Christ Jesus. And this human body was the peculiar work of God, as it came not in the way of natural generation.”[footnoteRef:90] [89:  Baer, pg 164.]  [90:  Earle, pg 1266.] 


3 Every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices. So it’s necessary for this high priest also to have something to offer.
4 If he was located on earth, he wouldn’t be a priest because there are already others who offer gifts based on the Law.

	Verse 3 shares the role of high priest implied they would have something to offer God on behalf of themselves or those they were representing. Jesus was no different, but rather than offer birds, goats, sheep, or cattle, He offered Himself. This is what made the cross necessary, so Jesus could offer God His gift for our atonement. However, for Jesus to fully carry out His office as high priest, the gift had to be brought into the presence of God. Not here on earth, but in God’s dwelling place. Thus, this was the purpose of the ascension. So when the Temple veil was torn, it indicated that access to God was made available through Jesus, not with Jesus here on earth but seated at the right hand of the Father.

	There are implications from this thought that are worth pausing our study for a brief sidebar. In 1 Peter 2:9, we read, “… you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God’s own possession. You have become this people so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his amazing light.” Simply stated, through our faith in Jesus we enter God’s presence, making all believers priests in the line of Jesus. But the office of priest requires the believer to offer God a gift on behalf of themselves and the people they represent. 

What is the gift we as believers are to offer? Paul tells us, “So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly service.”[footnoteRef:91] How do we do that? Jesus told us, “All who want to come after me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me.”[footnoteRef:92] [91:  Romans 12:1]  [92:  Matthew 16:24] 


5 They serve in a place that is a copy and shadow of the heavenly meeting tent. This is indicated when Moses was warned by God when he was about to set up the meeting tent: “See that you follow the pattern that I showed you on the mountain in every detail.”

	In Exodus, God gives Moses very specific details on how to build the Tabernacle and the various pieces of furniture. It was going to be a structure containing items made from all the best splendor and efforts man could afford, done by the most skilled hands selected by God. God gives Moses this warning, mentioned in Hebrews 8:5, “See to it that you make them according to the blueprint for them that you were shown on the mountain.”[footnoteRef:93] The specifications were emphasized to Moses because this was not a haphazard design by God. He had a purpose for each item and the detail that went into each item. [93:  Exodus 25:40] 


	John MacArthur writes, “This does not mean that there are actual buildings in heaven which were copied in the tabernacle, but rather that the heavenly realities were adequately symbolized and represented in the earthly tabernacle model.”[footnoteRef:94] While I think the beginning of MacArthur’s statement carelessly sets aside details in the book of Revelation, things that could be taken literally or figuratively, the second half of his statement is the point. This is what the writer of Hebrews means by “They serve in a place that is a copy and shadow of the heavenly meeting tent.” The items God describes to Moses and commissions him to have made are not originals but copies. They are pictures of the Grand Canyon, rather than standing by the site and seeing it with your own eyes. [94:  MacArthur, pg 1855.] 


	For 500 years the Israelites worshipped at the Tabernacle, and later the Temple built by Solomon which followed the same layout, which means this had become an embedded tradition to the Hebrews. But just as Jesus is superior as a high priest, the work Jesus has done and is doing is greater than what was being done in the Old Covenant. As beautiful and ornate as the Tabernacle and Temple were, they paled in comparison. The work carried out by the priests with all the different instruments and rituals were important, but they paled in comparison. “Man may fabricate the outward and the visible, making it very impressive and aesthetic; but God pitches—or provides—the spiritual.”[footnoteRef:95] The outward had to be repeated, but even then could never achieve what Jesus accomplished and will accomplish. [95:  Taylor, pg 92.] 


6 But now, Jesus has received a superior priestly service just as he arranged a better covenant that is enacted with better promises.
7 If the first covenant had been without fault, it wouldn’t have made sense to expect a second.
8 But God did find fault with them, since he says, “Look the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a covenant with the house of Israel, and I will make a new covenant with the house of Judah.

	The prophet Jeremiah penned words that are important for us as we seek to understand this section and the work of God in bringing salvation through Jesus. Jeremiah 31:31-34 says:
The time is coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. It won’t be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant with me even though I was their husband, declares the LORD. No, this is the covenant that I will make with people of Israel after that time, declares the LORD. I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. They will no longer need to teach each other to say, “Know the LORD!” because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD; for I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sins.

These words come in a section of Jeremiah where God is giving hope to His people in exile. The hope is that they will be restored to the holy land. However, their return would not be a return to business as usual. They had broken the old covenant with God, illustrating the need for a better agreement. A common conception in our modern context can give some clarity. It has to do with couples who are attempting to reconcile when one has been unfaithful. As a safeguard to their relationship, some couples begin sharing social media accounts, so that there is not a hidden area to allow infidelity to be a secret. Some couples do this to guard their relationship regardless of the past. This is the idea God has in mind.

	God recognized that the old covenant was an impossible standard for His people to keep. They were people bent to broken, plagued with a nature corrupted by sin. This nature in them and their inability to deny it is what kept them on the hamster wheel of sin and repentance. The old covenant focused on earthly things, what to do and what not to do. But even that was short of God’s intentions, which was a heart motived by genuine love for Him. Jesus came to accomplish what the old covenant could not. Dr. Jeremiah states, “Under the Old covenant, sinners were never fully and finally forgiven. Calvary made possible the once-for-all, heart-changing solution to the problem of sin.”[footnoteRef:96] [96:  Jeremiah, pg 1751.] 


9 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, because they did not continue to keep my covenant, and I lost interest in them, says the Lord.
10 This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days says the Lord. I will place my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

	Jesus shares an illustration with His disciples that applies to our discussion. In Matthew 9:17, Jesus shared, “No one pours new wine into old wineskins. If they did, the wineskins would burst, the wine would spill, and the wineskins would be ruined. Instead, people pour new wine into new wineskins so that both are kept safe.” The Old Covenant was attempting to pour new life into people who were incapable of living up to that life. For the people to live in the new life, the people themselves had to be made new. Just as in our society, governments make laws, but those laws are pointless without people being willing to follow them.

	The last phrase of verse 10 says, “I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Taylor comments, “To be one of the people of God is to possess not only God but also His people, so that the relationship is triangular.”[footnoteRef:97] It is no secret, at least in many areas of the United States, that many left the Church because people in it hurt them. This has given rise to the idea that a person can be a Christ without belonging to the Church. But how strong of a relationship can we have with anyone if we do not like their spouse? If we truly love our friend, we attempt to love their significant other for the sake of the relationship. Loving God in the way He desires is impossible without loving the Church. And a person cannot love the Church if they do not belong to it. [97:  Taylor, pg 98.] 


11 And each person won’t ever teach a neighbor or their brother or sister, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least important of them to the most important; 

	With the Old Covenant, it was common practice for teachers to explain the law and its many requirements to the people. The laws were so numerous that people had to be specifically trained by experts to have any hope of understanding them. Dr. Jeremiah shares, “The New Covenant has one requirement: accepting Jesus’ sacrifice. Knowledge of God is no longer limited to a few or confined to rituals or geography; through Jesus, access to God is made available to all.”[footnoteRef:98] This one requirement is made plain for all to see through God’s word and God’s people. [98:  Jeremiah, pg 1751.] 


	Most of us here in the United States have at least one Bible in our home, many of us own multiple. Through our smartphones, we have constant access to the Bible in any translation we might choose. Add to it the endless supply of commentaries, literature, and content, we have no excuse for not hearing the gospel. But unfortunately, many in the Church only rely on the teachings they receive from pastors or Christian influencers. That is great if those leaders align with God and His word, but a lot of damage can be done when they do not. It has created a “feed me” mentality in our churches. When a person stops being fed at their church, they blame the pastors and teachers, then leave like a shark in search of richer waters. Perhaps the real issue is not the teaching in their local church, but the fact they arrive at corporate feeding times malnourished. What they receive only alerts them to their hunger, rather than start feeding themselves, they complain. Imagine what would happen if people attended their local services with stomachs full of God’s word instead of starving for it, it would transform the way they receive and respond to what is being shared.

12 because I will be lenient toward their unjust actions, and I won’t remember their sins anymore.”

	Verse 12 is another example of why we need to be careful not to take one verse out of its context. A simple reader would look at these words and think that there is no longer any need to be concerned about sinning because God has provided a blanket to cover all their sin. “It would be incompatible with Hebrews as a whole, and certainly with the inner structure of this new covenant, to read into this forgiveness a blanket indulgence for the continued practice of sin.”[footnoteRef:99] Jesus set us free from sin not so we could keep sinning, but so we could live free from sin. [99:  Taylor, pg 99.] 


	John Wesley points out in this verse that God lays out a method for a person’s conversion experience. He writes, “First, a sinner is pardoned. Then he knows God as gracious and merciful. Then God’s laws are written on his heart; he is God’s and God is his.”[footnoteRef:100] Guilt and shame create fear that separates a sinner from God, the pardon by the blood of Jesus washes away that barrier. Even after, God’s graciousness begins to replace our image of fear for Him with one of love. Love then becomes the bond for the relationship, with our obedience a natural response based on our affection for God. [100:  Earle, pg 567.] 


13 When it says new, it makes the first obsolete. And if something is old and outdated, it’s close to disappearing.

	The writer hits the Hebrew readers with the hard truth: the work of the Old Covenant is finished. All the rituals and sacrifices had been serving as a placeholder for something else, now something else had taken their place. Only the something else was someone, that someone was and is Jesus. It was time for the Hebrew Christians, along with the Jews outside the faith, to respectfully put away the outdated. Like a phone box in our modern context, there was no longer a purpose for the Old Covenant.

	Dr. Jeremiah shared an interesting fact about the Temple that I think is significant, maybe even a sign from God that the Old Covenant has been buried in its grave. He wrote:

…withing a few years of this writing: in AD 70, the Roman general Titus destroyed the temple built by Herod. With no temple, there could no altar, no Most Holy Place, and thus no sacrifices or ministering priesthood. And having no priesthood meant having no Old Covenant. But in Christ, everything the Old Testament pointed to was fulfilled.[footnoteRef:101] [101:  Jeremiah, pg 1751.] 


This would have meant little to the Hebrew reader at the time of this letter, but for those who would live through the event and everyone after, it was like God shut the door on the Old Covenant. It was created by God and then nullified by Him. At this point, any attempts to rebuild the Temple only serve as a rival to when His presence will arrive at the Second coming. There is only one way to life, that is Jesus.


CHAPTER NINE

	So far the writer of Hebrews has established that Jesus is superior to the angels, to the Law, the high priest, and in the work for providing atonement for the sins of people. For the Hebrew Christians reading this, it would have been a hard truth that they needed to know. They tried to hang on to their old life and ways while following Jesus. But following Jesus requires a clean break from our old and old ways to make way for new life and God’s ways.

	All of this has been setting up the readers for the central message of the document. The Levitical system required animal sacrifices to provide the blood needed for atonement. However, those sacrifices were only sufficient to treat the symptoms of sin, not the issue of sin itself. God commanded those sacrifices, but only as a placeholder for something greater. Chapter 9 shares that Jesus is a superior sacrifice to any other that man could offer.

Christ’s service in the heavenly meeting tent

1 So then the first covenant had regulations for the priests’ service and the holy place on earth.
2 They pitched the first tent called the holy place. It contained the lampstand, the table, and the loaves of bread presented to God.
3 There was a tent behind the second curtain called the holy of holies.
4 It had the gold altar of incense and the chest containing the covenant, which was covered with gold on all sides. In the chest there was a jar containing manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
5 Above the chest there were magnificent winged creatures casting their shadow over the seat of the chest, where sin is taken care of. Right now we can’t talk about these things in detail.

	Much of what is shared in these opening verses can be found in the second half of the book of Exodus and Leviticus. One commentator describes the book of Leviticus as the Old Testament Handbook on how to worship God. The writer of Hebrews, and those reading the letter, would have a deep knowledge of these things. It had been a regular part of their tradition for centuries. While we may wish for a more detailed explanation in these verses, the writer sees no need. What is important for us to understand is that there were rituals given by the command of God to the Hebrews, with even the smallest detail considered, everything for how and where worship was to be conducted.

	On a side note, there is a lesson here for us. God cares deeply about how we worship Him. Now, there are only two prescriptions given to us in worship. We must have faith in Jesus and worship God in Spirit and truth. There are rituals commanded to us by Jesus: baptism and communion. Besides those things, there is no divinely established order to the service. In our services, we are desperate for a move of the Holy Spirit and want to honor God. 

A common misconception is that for the Holy Spirit to move, we should not have a plan for the service. The preacher should have no notes, the musicians should only sing what is laid on their hearts, and the Holy Spirit will knit it all together. But this does not consider that we serve a God of order. His first act in creation was establishing order in the chaos. A greater demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power can be seen when people individually in their roles and collectively pray for God’s direction. There will certainly be moments when the Holy Spirit alters the plans for a service, but those moments are no more powerful than when a team is knit together in the Spirit heading into worship together.

	Returning to our discussion on Hebrews 9, the tent of meeting and the Levitical system served their function as a placeholder. But they could only be a placeholder because they only treated the symptoms of human depravity and were incapable of providing complete forgiveness. Verses 2-5 mention the items used in the daily priestly activities in the holy place as well as the items in the holy of Holies. Ordinary priests operated in the holy place where the lampstand, table, and bread was presented to God, but only the high priest could enter the holy of Holies with the gold altar for incense and the ark of the covenant. All those things were pointing to Jesus. Adam Clarke writes:

He is the Tabernacle, on account of the human body in which he dwelt. He is the Table, because he is our bread of life. He is the Ark because he is the Word of the Father. He is the Candlestick, because he is our spiritual light. He is the Altar of Burn Offering, because he is the victim, by death on the Cross, for the sins of the whole world.[footnoteRef:102] [102:  Earle, 1268.] 


6 When these things have been prepared in this way, priests enter the first tent all the time as they perform their service.
7 But only the high priest enters the second tent once a year. He never does this without blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins the people committed in ignorance.
8 With this, the Holy Spirit is showing that the way into the holy place hadn’t been revealed yet while the first tent was standing

	The Old Covenant had many rules and rituals, serving as a placeholder for Jesus. But all those things provide a detail about God’s character. God is holy. The word “holy” means morally and spiritually excellent. Love is an outflow from God’s holiness, all His ways are good and on behalf of those He created. Not only are His ways good, but they are also for our good. His aim is for us to be holy as He is holy.

	Since God is holy this also means He is just. Without justice, God could not be pure in morality. This loving and just God created everything with a purpose, bringing order out of the chaos of nothing. God created everything to exist according to His standard. He expects that all things live by His standard, and God’s standard is holy and very good.

	Humanity sinned against God. Sin is missing the mark, falling short of God’s standard. Because of the original sin in the Garden of Eden, humanity is by nature sinful. Our sinfulness dragged the rest of creation down with us. Since God is holy, sin must be remedied. There is only one way to remedy sin, that remedy is destruction. Either we accept Jesus as the remedy for our sin here and now, or be destroyed because we reject Jesus.

	All that was stated to make this point. Under the Levitical system, unholy people were attempting to interact with God who is holy. Every instrument, ritual, rule, and sacrifice was used to allow unholy people to approach God who is holy. Dr. Jeremiah writes, “Through all these rituals, God was showing the Israelites how holy He is and what was required to approach Him.”[footnoteRef:103] Internally, the people could not be holy, so holiness had to be practiced as an external action or appearance. [103:  Jeremiah, pg 1752.] 


9 This is a symbol for the present time. It shows that the gifts and sacrifices that are being offered can’t perfect the conscience of the one who is serving.
10 These are superficial regulations that are only about food, drink, and various ritual ways to wash with water. They are regulations that have been imposed until the time of the new order.

	John MacArthur writes, “The Levitical system was a parable, an object lesson, about what was to come in Christ.”[footnoteRef:104] What is a parable? A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Jesus told parables in the gospels as a way of communicating God’s holy standard in a way that could be understood from the perspective of a person bound to earth. The Levitical system was the same thing for Israelites and others of faith in the Old Testament. [104:  MacArthur, pg 1857.] 


Just as Jesus told these stories in the gospels, God tells the story of Jesus through the Law. Moses did not create the Law on his own, it was not the result of his imagination. God gave Moses and the Israelites the Law. All the rituals were established by divine initiative. Every instrument was made according to divine authority. Each sacrifice was commanded by God who is holy as a means to demonstrate humanity’s submission to God’s standard.

H. Orton Wiley said, “Fleshly ordinances and outward washings can never reach the depths of the conscience or satisfy the hearts of men. The cry of the soul is far deeper and more intense; it is the cry for a clean heart and a right spirit.”[footnoteRef:105] As I am writing this, I recently started working with a plastic model kit for building a 1969 Chevy Camaro. There is a picture on the box, the standard for what the model should look like. But inside the box are over a hundred little plastic pieces that need to be painted, assembled, and glued together to make it look like the standard. The outside of the box is how the Camaro should look, but the inside of the box is a mess. This is the idea behind Wiley’s quote. [105:  Purkiser, pg 70.] 


Outward practices do nothing to address the deepest need of our soul. What our soul craves is peace from guilt and shame, and the assurance that we are right with God. Faith in Jesus gives us peace from our sins and rest from struggling with making holy choices. We can live with assurance in our hearts that our sins are forgiven, and our names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

11 But Christ has appeared as the high priest of the good things that have happened. He passed through the greater and more perfect meeting tent, which isn’t made by human hands (that is, it’s not a part of this world)
12 He entered the holy of holies once for all by his own blood, not by the blood of goats or calves, securing our deliverance for all time.

	The word translated as “deliverance” in the CEB is also translated in the KJV as “redemption.” This Greek word is used only here and in Luke 1:68 and Luke 2:38. In Luke 1:68, Zechariah is prophesying about Jesus after having his voice restored. Luke 2:38 records the prophetess Anna celebrating Jesus and sharing “to everyone who was looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.” But while Zechariah and Anna are looking ahead to a future event, the writer of Hebrews is communicating a historical reality.

	Slavery is at the heart of the idea behind redemption. For a slave to be free another person had to pay a ransom fee. The slave’s life was not their own, it belonged to their master. A master required compensation for the loss of their property. Humanity was a slave to sin, but the blood of Jesus was spilled to pay the ransom for our freedom from it. This debt was not paid to Satan or some other created master but to God. His holiness required justice for sin, which is death. Jesus died for our sins so we would not have to die for them. Not only that, the blood of Jesus unlocked the chains that kept us shackled to our sinful natures, enabling us to be able to live according to God’s standard through the help of the Holy Spirit.

13 If the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkled ashes of cows made spiritually contaminated people holy and clean,
14 how much more will the blood of Jesus wash our consciences clean from dead works in order to serve the living God? He offered himself to God through the eternal Spirit as a sacrifice without any flaw.

	The sacrifices made in the Levitical system only addressed the outward. But the work of Jesus accomplished the same thing plus bleached our whole beings. This work was the full effort of the fullness of God in restoring humanity to His holy and very good design. As God in the flesh, Jesus was also a man. Jesus had a choice in the work of the atonement. Richard S. Taylor writes, “Jesus was not trapped into an untimely, tragic death; He gave himself willingly, knowing every moment that He had the power to reject the Cross. Thus, the intrinsic value of His blood was compounded by the ethical merit of His volitional act.”[footnoteRef:106] For us to be redeemed, Jesus as a man had to make this choice. Praise God that He did. [106:  Taylor, pg 107.] 


	This circles us back to another theme in Hebrews. Remember, Jesus paid a ransom to God for us to be redeemed from sin. We were not redeemed from sin to continue being a slave to sin. Our redemption was so we could be made capable of living according to God’s standard, fulfilling His purpose for us. What is our God-given purpose? “Be fruitful and multiply.” God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply” is not about sin, but through worshipping God by loving and providing care for His creation without sinning. Sin is incompatible with worshipping God, so the sinful life must be left behind. MacArthur writes, “Salvation is not an end in itself. The believer has been freed form sin to serve God, saved to serve.”[footnoteRef:107] [107:  MacArthur, pg 1859.] 


Christ’s death and the new covenant

15 This is why he’s the mediator of a new covenant ( which is a will): so that those who are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance on the basis of death. His death occurred to set them free from the offenses committed under the first covenant.
16 When there is a will, you need to confirm the death of the one who made the will.
17 This is because a will takes effect only after a death, since its’ not in force while the one who made the will is alive.

	A drop of blood from a person or animal in sacrifice was not enough, sacrifice required all of it. The human body contains 12 pints, a cow contains 24 pints, and sheep contains only 60 milliliters, which is not even a full pint. For the sacrificial ritual, all the blood was to be spilled, which removes oxygen and other live-sustaining nutrients from the body. In short, death was necessary.

	Verses 16 and 17 discuss the requirements for a will to be distributed. A will is made by someone wanting to declare their wishes for how their assets will be handled upon their death. A person has to die for their will to take effect. God’s will is for every person to be saved from sin, regardless if they lived in the Old Testament, New Testament, or today. Under the Levitical system, cows and sheep were sacrificed according to God’s will. However, they were insufficient because God was still living. They were only a symbol of what was to come.

	Jesus had to die according to the will of God. As a man, Jesus died in our place as a sinless representative, then rose again to ascend to God and serve as our high priest. Remember, a high priest is a man who represents the people to God and God to the people. But we cannot forget that while Jesus was fully human, He is also fully God. His death on the Cross was also necessary according to the will of God so God’s will could be activated. God’s will is for every person to be saved, and for this to happen God had to die. In this case, God the Son died to activate the will of God.

	“By His death on the cross, Jesus accomplished in one sacrificial act what the Levitical priests could only symbolize in their many repeated acts: the ransom of people from their sins.”[footnoteRef:108] This act of God was not only powerful to save those present at the crucifixion and us looking back at the Cross, but also every person of faith who lived under the Old Covenant. The physical wooden cross gives a powerful symbol of God’s work of salvation. A wooden beam touches the ground and reaches up to the sky, demonstrating that through Jesus there was now a bridge between heaven and earth. Then a second wood beam intersects with the vertical beam, running parallel to the ground, and reaching out to the left and right. As heaven now touches earth through Jesus, that act reaches back to the fall of man in the Garden and to the end of time when Christ returns. The Crucifixion is the pivotal moment in all of human history, ushering in God’s Kingdom here on earth running parallel with the world of chaos and sin. However, only God’s Kingdom will continue forever. [108:  Jeremiah, pg 1753.] 


18 So not even the first covenant was put into effect without blood.
19 Moses took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the Law scroll itself and all the people after he had proclaimed every command of the Law to all the people.
20 While he did it, he said, “This is the blood of the covenant that God established for you.”
21 And in the same way he sprinkled the meeting tent and also all the equipment that would be used in the priests’ service with blood.
22 Almost everything is cleansed by blood, according to the Law’s regulations, and there is no forgiveness without blood being shed.

	For medical procedures, all the instruments being used must be sterilized. Without sterilization, a doctor or nurse risks exposing their patient to bacteria and other infections. Since the Roman surgeon Galen, between 130 and 200 A.D., surgeons have understood that proper sterilization was necessary to prevent healing treatment from bringing more harm beyond the patient’s initial condition. I remember in my combat medic training we would practice IV sticks on one another, but after a needle was used it could not be used on another person because of the risk of infection. However, during one practice attempt, a fellow medic was unsuccessful, but rather than throw the needle away, they accidentally embedded it in their own hand. Both the medic and their human practice dummy spent eight hours in the hospital getting blood work done to make sure there was no cross-contamination.

	When it comes to human sin, every single person is infected with sin. As one Christian rock band puts it, we are immune from getting the virus from one another because everyone already has it. But everything we touch is corrupted because of our sinfulness. Look at creation. How many animal species have gone extinct because of overhunting or deforestation? When was the last time any of us thought it was a good idea to get a drink from a local fresh river? Even the instruments used in the worship of God were contaminated from the start because they were made with human hands. Before the Tabernacle items could be used for God’s purposes by human hands they had to be sprinkled with atoning blood.
 
	Richard S. Taylor writes, “This is the great difference between God’s way and man’s way, true religion and false. Man takes a light view of sin, and scoffs at blood as inherently necessary to forgiveness. But by requiring blood God underscores the exceeding sinfulness of sin; and by providing the Blood, He discloses His infinite love. The sinner’s own blood may be spared—even that for animals—for God has sacrificed His own “Lamb… which taketh away the sin of the world.”

23 So it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be cleansed with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things had to be cleansed with better sacrifices than these.

	Everything used in the Levitical system was a copy of something in the heavenly realm in God’s presence. Whether these are physical items like what is represented on Earth, or the physical representation here is only an image of a spiritual thing is irrelevant. God was establishing His kingdom here through the Law, but only in the fullest sense that the human condition would allow. Human sin was a barrier we could not remove, nor could we concoct the means for its removal. God had to initiate the process, first by getting us to see the need for a remedy, then by sending the cure.

	In God’s presence, nothing is unclean. Heaven is a place of purity. Earth was created good and pure, but human dominion sin was given power. While God ordered the chaos in creation, sin through humanity is reverting it to chaos. God’s design was reliance on Him for provision and work as a means of worship to God. Sin cursed mankind with work being the means to survive while obscuring man’s need for God.

	The Law was given as a copy of the heavenly things, including heaven’s remedy for sin. But the sacrifice of animals was earthly, incapable of redeeming mankind. Jesus was heaven’s sacrifice, bridging the divide between heaven and earth. This means that when we place our faith in Jesus, we become citizens of God’s Kingdom. Thomas Aquinas says, “Faithful men bear the image inasmuch as they dwell in heaven mentally.”[footnoteRef:109] We live in His Kingdom that has arrived but is coming in a fuller sense at the Second Coming. Our lives model that of Jesus, images of the fullness of life available now and eternal life to come. [109:  Baer, pg 195.] 


24 Christ didn’t enter the holy place (which is a copy of the true holy place) made by human hands, but into heaven itself, so that he now appears in God’s presence for us.
25 He didn’t enter to offer himself over and over again, like the high priest enters the earthly holy place every year with blood that isn’t his.
26 If that were so, then Jesus would have to suffer many times since the foundation of the world. Instead, he has now appeared once at the end of the ages to get rid of sin by sacrificing himself.

	The Levitical sacrifices had to be repeated on an annual basis, but Jesus only had to go to the Cross one time to cover all human history. His blood was sufficient to wash away every sin ever committed by anyone. That act did nothing to diminish the power in the blood because the blood of Jesus still can bleach every heart as white as snow.

	The Eucharist, also known as Communion or the Lord’s Supper, commemorates the sacrificial act of Jesus. With the Old Testament Law, believers celebrated the Passover with a meal, remembering God delivering the Israelites from the Egyptians. In the final plague against Egypt, God sent His angel to kill the firstborn of everyone in Egypt, including Pharaoh. But the Israelites were kept safe as long as their doorpost was marked by the blood of a lamb. On the night Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, the Passover was the reason He gathered with His disciples. The elements of the Passover pointed to Jesus, Jesus explains that bread represents His body and wine His blood, used in the atonement for human sin.

	Verses 25 and 26 say, “He didn’t enter to offer himself over and over again, like the high priest enters the earthly holy place every year with blood that isn’t his. If that were so, then Jesus would have to suffer many times since the foundation of the world. Instead, he has now appeared once at the end of the ages to get rid of sin by sacrificing himself.” We must consider this verse when we as Christians practice the ritual of communion. Jesus only had to die for sin one time. Dr. David Jeremiah writes, “Communion services today do not repeat the death of Christ but celebrate His once-for-all sacrifice.”[footnoteRef:110] Some believe that the elements of communion physically transform into the body and blood of Jesus. But that would mean Jesus undergoes the Cross every time we participate. Was the final plague of Egypt reenacting every time the Passover was celebrated? Or was the event simply a call to remember? Of course, this also becomes an issue of cannibalism, which is heavily frowned upon in our society. [110:  Jeremiah, pg 1754.] 


27 People are destined to die once and then face judgment.
28 In the same way, Christ was also offered once to take on himself the sins of many people. He will appear a second time, not to take away sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

	Only the high priest could enter the holy of Holies in the Levitical system. When the high priest entered that area, the other priests would wait for them to return. In the same way, we as the priesthood of believers await the return of our high priest, Jesus. However, there is a difference in our waiting. For the Levitical system, the return of the high priest signified that the process for atonement had been completed. We already have that assurance as believers in Jesus with the empty tomb.

	The work of salvation has always been God’s rescue operation of humanity from sin and destruction. Taylor comments, “His future coming will add nothing to Calvary; it will offer no further degree of possible salvation from sin. For full salvation from sin must look back not forward, because sin is neither in physical environment nor in physical bodies but in men’s hearts.”[footnoteRef:111] Jesus has done the work of salvation in our lives, but the Second Coming is not about the work of salvation in our hearts, but the act of bringing His Kingdom to its fullness. This involves the complete removal and destruction of sin, death, and evil. [111:  Taylor, pg 115. ] 


	This is why we as believers have a sense of urgency about sharing the message of Jesus. We believe that the Second Coming of Jesus is not a hopeful wish on a shooting star, but a historical reality that could appear over the horizon at any moment. Those who have already died to self and are living for Jesus have nothing to fear at this return, they have been washed in the blood through faith. But for those who did not believe, the return of Jesus signifies the closing of the ark door. The time to enter the ark is now because the final trumpet sound will be too late.

	Make no mistake, the blood of Jesus has the power to save everyone. But not everyone wants to be saved. Or maybe they want to be saved but do not want to submit to any authority other than themselves. To be washed in the blood of Jesus is to be subject to God and His ways. Anything else is subject to the fire of God’s presence.


CHAPTER TEN

	The focus of this entire letter has been to prove that the New Covenant established through Jesus is superior to the Old Covenant. Jesus is superior not in just one area, but in all areas. He is greater than the angels, Moses, the high priest, and the sacrifices. The writer’s entire argument has been built to this chapter, where they will begin putting everything together.

	But this is more than a debate between religions and ideologies for the writer, this is a matter of a different kind of life. Not only do they share with the Hebrew Christians the doctrinal importance of the superiority of Jesus, but how that practical applies to the readers’ lives. Both in what it looks like, while warning what it should not look like.

Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice

1 The Law is a shadow of the good things that are coming, not the real things themselves. It never can perfect the ones who are trying to draw near to God through the same sacrifices that are offered continually every year.
2 Otherwise, wouldn’t they have stopped being offered? If the people carrying out their religious duties had been completely cleansed once, no one would have been aware of sin anymore.
3 Instead, these sacrifices are a reminder of sin every year,
4 because it’s impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins,

	When we go outside on a sunny day, the light does not penetrate through us, although it shines all around. As a result of our bodies typically blocking the sun from a particular spot, a shadow of us is formed. Without us, there would be no shadow shaped like us. At the same time, while the shadow moves with us and shares a similar outline, the shadow is missing all of our colors, features, and personality. The shadow’s presence points to our existence and gives a faint expression of our appearance, it lacks the things necessary to be an accurate representation of us. This was the Old Covenant with the Levitical system, the shadow. 

	Paul writes in Galatians 3:24, “The Law became our custodian until Christ so that we might be made righteous by faith.” God did not design the Law to remove our sins, because He is all-knowing and knows that no animal sacrifice could remedy our condition. The Old Covenant was not a failed attempt on God’s part to redeem, otherwise, a lot of Christian songs and hymns about God never failing need to be written. His plan was always to make humanity aware of their need for a Savior.

	God has never been interested in covering up our sins with a band-aid. He has never wanted to use magic tricks, smoke, and mirrors to give the illusion to us that His love for us was okay with us being sinners. The Lord certainly loves every sinner, but the goal has always been a remedy. That remedy is Jesus. Taylor writes, “This is not a blanket covering which permits sinning without a disturbed conscience. The conscience is not chloroformed, nor is sinning licensed, or the moral law [nullified]. But the need is for a purging which brings absolute peace respecting past sins and adequate power for avoided continued sinning.”[footnoteRef:112] [112:  Taylor, pg 116.] 


	W.T. Purkiser made an interesting connection between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant based on the Jewish Day of Atonement and the Christian practice of communion. He wrote, “Whether intended or not, there is a contrast between the “remembrance of sins” involved in the annual Jewish Day of Atonement and the “remembrance of me” of which Jesus spoke when He instituted the Lord’s Supper. Instead of remembering his sins, the Christian is able to remember his sins, the Christian is able to remember his Savior with eternal gratitude.”[footnoteRef:113] Simply stated, the Day of Atonement forced the sinner to recognize the shamefulness of their sin and feel the guilt connected with the animal dying on their behalf. It would be like a puppy that peed on the carpet, then us as the owner rubbing their nose in it. But this happens year after year. Because of Jesus, once we acknowledge His sacrifice on the cross, our sins are forgiven. And we are given the Holy Spirit to have the power to choose not to sin. [113:  Purkiser, pg 76.] 


5 Therefore, when he comes into the world he says, “You didn’t want a sacrifice or an offering,” “but you prepared a body for me;”
6 “you weren’t pleased with entirely burned offerings or a sin offering,”
7 “So then I said,” “Look, I’ve come to do your will, God.” “This has been written about me in the scroll.”
8 He says above, “You didn’t want” and “you weren’t pleased with a sacrifice or an offering,” or “with entirely burned offerings or a purification offering,” which are offered because the Law requires them.
9 Then he said, “Look I’ve come to do your will”. He puts an end to the first to establish the second.
10 We have been made holy by God’s will through the offering of Jesus Christ’s body once for all.

	The scripture quoted here by the writer is found in Psalm 40:6-8. David is led to an understanding beyond the practice of sacrifices. As leader of God’s people, David undoubtedly made sure the Levitical practices were carried out. But he saw that if the action was void of sincerity, it was meaningless. A person who sacrificed an animal with awareness of their sin or desire to draw closer to God made a joke of the whole thing. They taunted God with the waste of life of the animal they offered up on their behalf. For the Levitical system to fulfill its purpose, it was dependent upon the heart of the person participating in the ritual.

	By quoting David in these verses, the writer of Hebrews is implying that David was writing about the Messiah in Psalm 40. If that was David’s intention, we will never know, but it most certainly was the intention of the Holy Spirit to point to Jesus. David recognized the need for a sincere heart and that God’s help was needed for that to be possible. 1 Peter 1:10 says, “The prophets, who long ago foretold the grace that you’ve received, searched and explored, inquiring carefully about this salvation.” You and I have the answer in Jesus that David and the prophets were expecting to come.

11 Every priest stands every day serving and offering the same sacrifices over and over, sacrifices that can never take away sins.
12 But when this priest offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he sat down at the right side of God.
13 Since then, he’s waiting until his enemies are made into a footstool for his feet,
14 because he perfected the people who are being made holy with one offering for all time.
15 The Holy Spirit affirms this when saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them.” “After these days, says the Lord,” “I will place my laws in their hearts” “and write them on their minds.”
17 “And I won’t remember their sins” “and their lawless behavior anymore.”
18 When there is forgiveness for these things, there is no longer an offering for sin.

	Verse 11 says, “Every priest stands every day serving and offering the same sacrifices over and over.” No matter how many sacrifices the priest offered the day before, they had to get up and do it again. Now, the priests were human and had periods of rest. Much like we have work schedules today, they too followed a pattern. But the point the writer of Hebrews is trying to make is that the priest was doing never-ending work for a result that was not possible. There was no time to sit because the work had to be completed, but only to be completed again. They were like the crew on a government road construction project, forever holding a shovel surrounded by orange traffic cones and annoyed motorists.

	John 19:30 records Jesus saying “It is finished” as He died on the cross. This was not Jesus saying He was finished, that His life was forever snuffed out by death. He was saying that His death on the cross completed the atonement forever. Because Jesus offered Himself as the sacrifice, there is no need for any other offerings for atonement. Hebrews 10:12 says, “This priest offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he sat down at the right side of the God.” Jesus is seated because, as Wesley states, he “has done all that was needful in order to gain their full reconciliation with God.”[footnoteRef:114] Full salvation is available to us through faith in Jesus because the debt of our sin has been paid in full. [114:  Schoenhals, pg 568.] 



Second summary of the message

19 Brothers and sisters, we have confidence that we can enter the holy of holies by means of Jesus’ blood,
20 through a new and living way that he opened up for us through the curtain, which is his body,
21 and we have a great high priest over God’s house.

	Leviticus 10:1-3 shares this tragic story:

1 Now Nadab and Abihu, two of Aaron’s sons, each took an incense pan. They put fire and incense on them and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2 Then fire flew out from before the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Moses said to Aaron, “When the LORD said, ‘I will show that I am holy among those near me, and before all the people I will manifest my glorious presence,’ this is what he meant!” But Aaron was silent.

There is no way to be certain of the exact cause of the deaths of Nadab and Abihu, but we do know it had something to do with their actions. But Moses’s response in verse 3 indicates that these priests acted outside the strictly prescribed method designed by God. With Nadab and Abihu as examples of failure, the high priest entered the holy of holies with fear. What if he had missed something? What if he had performed a function incorrectly? The result would be death.

	You and I have no such fear. Verse 19 says, “We have confidence that we can enter the holy of holies by means of Jesus’ blood.” The word “confidence” means we have no reason to fear entering God’s presence. Every ritual had to be performed to precision by the high priest, even his wardrobe had to be perfect. The high priest was a sinful human being entering into the presence of the Holy God. But now Jesus is our high priest, and His blood makes up the difference. We enter into God’s presence through Jesus.

22 Therefore, let’s draw near with a genuine heart with certainty that our faith gives us, since our hearts are sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies are washed with pure water.
23 Let’s hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, because the one who made the promises is reliable.
24 And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose of sparking love and good deeds.

	Verse 22 begins with, “Let’s draw near with a genuine heart with certainty that our faith give us.” To have a “genuine heart” means a person is coming into God’s presence deeply convinced of their need for help, and they are seeking God to get that help. All of us are led by the grace of God, but our journey in His grace is not the same. For some, the need for help might be physical or material. Others may begin with a deep inward recognition of sin. Others may not even comprehend what they are seeking, but they are aware something is missing from them. Our discipleship journey begins when we recognize the need and begin seeking the solution.

	As Nazarenes, we believe in what is called “prevenient grace,” or “the grace that goes before.” It is this grace from God that draws us to Him, like breadcrumbs leading us home. But this grace also covers us when we enter God’s presence before faith in Jesus. Faith in Jesus assures us of God’s love and acceptance; however, it is present when we come to God before faith in Jesus. It is not saving or sanctifying grace, but it is the grace that leads us to salvation and sanctification.

25 Don’t stop meeting together with other believers, which some people have gotten into the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing near.

	Our passion for Jesus and His kingdom is revealed in our desire to gather with His people. Christians should be in the world establishing relationships with those beyond the Church walls, but establishing relationships in community with other believers is what keeps them from becoming of the world. The devil stalks around like a roaring lion and lions prefer to catch the stragglers and loners.

	We must be careful in the application of this verse in our modern context. The word the CEB translates as “stop” is also translated as “forsake” or “neglect” in other translations. Some have taken this verse to the extreme and skewered fellow believers for working, vacationing, or going to ball games on Sundays. None of those listed things will send you to hell, nor do they mean you are neglecting the Church. This speaks more to the attitude of “I can be a Christian all by myself and I do not need the Church.” Jesus was God in the flesh, and He still traveled with twelve companions (as well as others). He did not do that as a need but as an example to us.

	On another note, attending a church can be uplifting or soul-sucking. If attending a church leaves you apathetic, then some self-examination is required. But the difference between an uplifting experience and a soul-sucking one is the reaction to the Holy Spirit at work. Are people getting saved or sanctified? Is there excitement? Are people being driven to good works? Those things are uplifting because of the experiences shared and heard. It makes gathering with other believers an event we look forward to rather than an obligation like visiting the DMV. A description of soul-sucking would be given, but the excitement associated with this experience is like walking the plank into shark-infested waters. What determines the experience are the attitudes of those who gather beginning with ourselves.

Judgment for intentional sin

26 If we make the decision to sin after we receive the knowledge of the truth, there isn’t a sacrifice for sins left any longer.
27 There’s only a scary expectation of judgment and of a burning fire that’s going to devour God’s opponents.

	“If we make the decision” is an important statement. The KJV translates verse 26 as “If we sin willfully.” The idea is that a person has been saved and set free from sin by the blood of Jesus, but then of their own free will they choose to violate God’s will knowingly. This is not the result of ignorance, carelessness, or helplessness, they knew what they were doing and the consequences of doing it. As believers in Jesus, we are not bound to the will of God because of the law, but because of love. A believer choosing sin over God’s will is a rejection of God’s love, much in the same way a spouse violates their partner’s trust by committing adultery, being abusive, or secretly racking up credit card debt.

	Can the relationship be saved? Verses 26 and 27, all the way through 31, make it sound as if the answer is “no.” But if we read in 1 John 2:1-2 it says, “My little, children, I’m writing these things to you so that you don’t sin. But if you do sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is God’s way of dealing with our sins, not only ours but the sins of the whole world.” Are the two writers contradicting one another? Or is there more to the discussion? Returning to the illustration of marriage, can two people remain in the relationship once the trust is broken? The answer is that it depends on the two people in the relationship. Does the injured party want to remain in the relationship? Does the person who committed the offense have any remorse? Do they want to remain in the relationship? In the case of a backslidden Christian, it is God who has been harmed in the relationship, willfully on our part. If our love for God is genuine, we would seek restoration as outlined in 1 John 2:1-2. However, if we are disinterested in continuing the relationship or are unrepentant, God demonstrates His love for us by allowing us to have what we want, even if that is our own destruction.

	The end of verse 26 says, “there isn’t a sacrifice remaining.” This simply reminds the Hebrew Christians that Jesus is the only way of salvation. If a believer backslides, the only way back into a relationship with God is through Jesus, the same Savior whose sacrifice was rejected in favor of sin. As disciples of Jesus, sin in our lives places us on the path of either Peter or Judas. Peter was restored because he sought the Lord after denying Him three times. Judas self-destructed because he was too ashamed to return to Jesus. God always wants us in a relationship with Him, so the question is whether or not we want the relationship.

28 When someone rejected the Law from Moses, they were put to death without mercy on the basis of the testimony of two or three witnesses.
29 How much worse punishment do you think is deserved by the person who walks all over God’s Son, who acts as if the blood of the covenant that made us holy is just ordinary blood, and who insults the Spirit of grace?
30 We know the one who said, “Judgment is mine; I will pay people back.” And he also said, “The Lord will judge his people.”
31 It’s scary to fall into the hands of the living God!

	Purkiser writes, “While these words do not take hope from the backslider, they do strip him of any delusion created by a theory of unconditional eternal security. So long as he lives in sin, the sacrifice of Christ does not avail him. But he may turn from sin to the Savior.”[footnoteRef:115] We were not saved from sin to keep sinning with no consequences, but we were saved from sin to be freed from sin. [115:  Purkiser, pg 85.] 


	Verse 31 says, “It’s scary to fall into the hands of the living God.” 36 offenses in the Old Testament were punishable by death, with murder, idolatry, magic, and blasphemy being among them. But for someone to be put to death required two or three witnesses. It was possible to get off due to the lack of witnesses. Believers who backslide have the Holy Spirit to testify against them. The Holy Spirit is God and knows their heart, while also convicting them of the unrepentant sin, not relenting in the person’s heart and mind with the knowledge of the consequences of failure and how to make things right.

	God loves us and desires a relationship with us. Relationship implies an ongoing commitment on our part to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. If that is the intent of our heart, then we as followers of Jesus have no reason to fear God or His judgment. But to those who are unrepentant, there is good reason to be fearful. That emotion of fear in us at the thought of God’s throne is an indication we should ask the Holy Spirit to help us with a self-examination. Missing our eternal reward will not be due to an accounting error on God’s part.


Confidence and faith to endure

32 But remember the earlier days after you saw the light. You stood your ground while you were suffering from an enormous amount of pressure.
33 Sometimes you were exposed to insults and abuse in public. Other times you became partners with those who were treated that way.
34 You even showed sympathy toward people in prison and accepted the confiscation of your possessions with joy, since you knew that you had better and lasting possessions.

	Adam Clarke makes this statement in reference to verse 32, “Here was have an allusion to the combats at the Grecian games or to exhibitions of gladiators at the public spectacle.”[footnoteRef:116] While they were persecuted, Christians certainly did become non-voluntary participants in such contests, that is not what Clarke is referencing in his comments. Verse 32 says, “You stood your ground while you were suffering from an enormous amount of pressure.” Life itself had become a gladiatorial contest for these Hebrew Christians as they started in their faith. So radical was their transformational experience of Christ’s love, that the Hebrew Christians were filled with a holy zeal that was unafraid of the consequences. But somewhere they got sidetracked, and instead of maturing in their faith, they became complacent. [116:  Earle, pg 1274.] 


	Complacency is a sinkhole for our faith. What would happen if a construction crew only completed ninety-nine percent of a bridge-building project? Two or three pedals would be insufficient to complete 2,235 miles of the Tour de France. This life here is a journey of grace leading us home. Mountain tops, green pastures, and warm sandy beaches may seem like great places to stay, but their beauty and charm become lost as they become familiar.

 I remember one time when I was driving a back country road with some friends in my 1997 Ford Ranger 2WD pickup truck. I spotted a big mud puddle just next to the road, and I thought, “I can drive through that, it does not look that deep.” It was that deep. The mud buried all four of my tires up to the bottom of the doors. After trying every method I knew with no success, I finally called my buddy’s dad for help. When he arrived, he laughed and laughed, but made no critical comments. When we become stuck in life’s pit, the temptation is toward complacency with being stuck. God’s help is only a prayer away.

35 So don’t throw away your confidence—it brings a great reward.
36 You need to endure so that you can receive the promise after you do God’s will.
37 “In a little while longer,” “the one who is coming will come and won’t delay;”
38 “but my righteous one will live by faith,” “and my whole being won’t be pleased with anyone who shrinks back.”
39 But we aren’t the sort of people who timidly draw back and end up destroyed. We’re the sort of people who have faith so that our whole beings are preserved.

	Hope is what keeps us as believers moving forward. The writer of Hebrews is calling their readers to hold on to their hope in Jesus and press forward in their faith until Christ returns. Most of the early Church writers believed Jesus would be back before the end of their lifetime. This was the promise that they and the other believers held onto as they endured ostracization and persecution. Verse 37 is a reference to the prophecy of Habakkuk, which reads, “There is still a vision for the appointed time; it testifies to the end; it does not deceive. If it delays, wait for it; for it is surely coming; it will not be late. Some people’s desires are truly audacious; they don’t do the right thing. But the righteous person will live honestly.”[footnoteRef:117] [117:  Habakkuk 2:3-4.] 


	Dr. Jeremiah states, “the key to boldness and patience in the face of opposition is to look for Christ to return soon.”[footnoteRef:118] Looking for Christ to return at any moment guards our hearts against both apostasy and complacency. If we are anticipating Jesus back at any moment, we behave as if there is no time to waste. We are not keeping busy with busy work, but fully immersed in the rescue mission. [118:  Jeremiah, pg 1757.] 



CHAPTER ELEVEN

	The Old Testament chronicles the journey of God’s people from Egypt to the Promised Land. But despite all God’s miracles to obtain their freedom, the Hebrews continually rebelled against God. The Hebrews were stiff-necked people, whether it was wanting food, then wanting something different for food, being thirsty, or even crying for a different leader. This was the norm; it was like the first two people created. Adam and Eve were formed by God and walked with Him in the Garden of Eden, but they chose rebellion over relationship.

	There was no need for the writer of Hebrews to look for an example of how to live in unbelief, which is commonplace for humanity. Even the audience for this letter was stuck trying to return to the familiar practices of the Law instead of resting in God’s grace, much like their ancestors longed to return to Egypt over the Promised Land. The readers needed a reminder of what a life of faith looked like, so the writer draws them to the “Heroes of the Faith” in this chapter which can be known as the Hall of Fame of Faith. But these names mentioned are not artifacts to be admired in a museum, they are examples to encourage all believers to live out their faith.

Description of faith

1 Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see.
2 The elders in the past were approved because they showed faith.

	W.T. Purkiser writes, “There is some question whether this is a definition or description. Perhaps it is both.”[footnoteRef:119] The trouble with defining faith is that the meaning is inseparable from the action. Looking at a dictionary leaves us with the impression that faith is wishful thinking and belief without proof. This is what separates the unbeliever and the believer. Dr. Jeremiah wrote, “For the unbeliever, ‘Seeing is believing.’ For the believer, “Believing is seeing.’”[footnoteRef:120] [119:  Purkiser, pg 88.]  [120:  Jeremiah, pg 1757.] 


	Many fail to grasp that faith is not a blind allegiance or baseless assumption. The Greek word translated “faith” here in verse 1 (as well as 238 other times in the KJV) is “pistis”. With the risk of sounding crude, the Greek word looks like slang vernacular for a drug test. A drug test is conducted by a person urinating into a cup or plastic bottle which is analyzed to determine if someone is using alcohol, opioids, cocaine, and other drugs that are harmful to an employee’s performance and overall health. If a person’s urine is in that cup and the contents of that cup test positive for substances, it is reasonable to believe the person is using the substance. The tester did not see the person use the substance. A person’s behavior may have caused the test to be issued, but erratic or abnormal behavior only leads to suspicion not definitive proof. However, the tested contents of the cup reveal the truth. This is faith.

	Belief in God does not make Him real; it opens our eyes to the existence of things beyond our reality. Faith allows us to see God’s fingerprints all around us, even though we cannot physically see Him with our eyes. Scientific theories are guesses based on careful observation and studying evidence that leads to a believed conclusion. Because of the evidence He has revealed, our hearts have been pointed to God. Our faith is a response to the evidence, living in that belief.

	Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:8, “You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed.” Salvation did not and could not originate with us. It was God’s work to provide our salvation, not because He was obligated but out of love. Unbelief or belief has no impact on God’s work, you and I do not possess that kind of power. Our faith does not produce our salvation, it is us embracing His gift outstretched to us.

Acts of faith by God’s people

	As we begin the walk through the Hall of Fame, I want to pause to point out who is not mentioned. And it has everything to do with verse 1 which said, “Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see.” Adam and Eve are not mentioned. Why? Because they saw God. They saw God and yet willingly walked into unbelief. Acknowledging God’s existence and having faith in God are two different things. The demons know God exists, but they do not have faith.

3 By faith we understand that the universe has been created by a word from God so that the visible came into existence from the invisible.

	The Bible begins with faith in God’s existence. Genesis 1:1-2 reads, “When God began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was without shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters.” There was nothing and then there was something, this is a point shared by the Bible and modern scientific understanding. Science is hindered in the study of creation because it is limited by what is visible, but the Bible gives reference to the invisible.

	Much debate is held between Christianity and scientific study. Both sides enter the debate with strong beliefs for their case. Christians hold tightly to God as the Creator, while scientists hold to their study of observable fact. Each seems to be threatened by the other. But as Christians, we should not be threatened by scientific advancement and discovery. Science is sharing the story of how things were made to better help us understand their function. The Bible does share the how, but only in a nutshell based on the limitations of ancient understanding, but the how is not the primary concern of the Bible. Scripture is more concerned with who and why.

	Like the Hebrew Christians, I fear in some ways we allow fear and laziness to drive our understanding at the intersection of faith and science. But is it not the same God that created the heavens and the earth that has led mankind to advancement in our knowledge? While there are certainly good and bad implications based on gains in knowledge, the Bible reveals we are to wrestle with how those things point us to God and His will for us. God will never lead us to where His grace cannot keep us.

4 By faith Abel offered a better sacrifice to God than Cain, which showed that he was righteous, since God gave approval to him for his gift. Though he died, he’s still speaking through faith.

	In Genesis 4, we find the story of these two brothers. Abel farmed livestock and Cain farmed the land. The text tells us that God accepted Abel’s sacrifice, but did not accept Cain’s sacrifice. Why? What was the difference? John Wesley wrote, “The firstlings of his flock, implying both a confession of what his own sins deserved, and a desire of sharing in the great atonement. Than Cain. Whose offering testified no such faith, but a mere acknowledgment of God the Creator.”[footnoteRef:121] Wesley is suggesting it was based on Abel offering the first of his flock, whereas Cain offered crops. That certainly tracks with the Old Testament sacrificial system and with what has been covered by the writer of Hebrews. But what cautions me on that interpretation is the Old Testament system has not been instituted yet. To be clear, the issue for Cain was his sacrifice. But was it the contents of the sacrifice or his intent behind the sacrifice? John MacArthur makes that suggestion when he wrote, “Cain’s sacrifice was evidence that he was just going through the motions of ritual in a disobedient manner, not evidencing authentic faith.”[footnoteRef:122] [121:  Earle, pg 569.]  [122:  MacArthur, pg 1868.] 


	Regardless, Cain kills Abel out of jealousy. Abel had faith in God and became the first martyr for it. Those of faith continue to pay a price for it, both outside and inside the Church. People outside the faith do not understand, so they kill those in the faith. One would think those in the pews would be more understanding, but for too many religion has become a means to power, popularity, and prosperity in the name of God. Jude 11 has this warning to such folks, “They are damned, for they follow in the footsteps of Cain. For profit they give themselves over to Balaam’s error. They are destroyed in the uprising of Korah.”

5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he didn’t see death, and “he wasn’t found because God took him up.” He was given approval for having pleased God before he was taken up.
6 It’s impossible to please God without faith because the one who draws near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards people who try to find him.

	Genesis 5:21-24 shares this about Enoch:

When Enoch was 65 years old, he became the father of Methuselah. Enoch walked with God. After Methuselah’s birth, Enoch lived 300 years; and he had other sons and daughters. In all, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God and disappeared because God took him.

Within the canon of the Bible, this is all we are given about the life of this godly man. In the very next chapter, Genesis 6 records, “The LORD regretted making human beings on the earth, and he was heartbroken.”[footnoteRef:123] Humanity had become so wicked by that point, that God’s solution was to start over. That period between Cain and Noah, where violence and evil were the ways of humanity, is when Enoch lived. To say that “Enoch walked with God” implies that Enoch sought out God’s company through faith which enabled him to live set apart from the rest of the world. W.T. Purkiser shared, “One homespun exegete explained that Enoch walked with God so far one day that the Lord said to him, “Enoch, we are nearer My home than we are yours. Come on home with Me tonight!”[footnoteRef:124] [123:  Genesis 6:6]  [124:  Purkiser, pg 90.] 


	The writer of Hebrews is not the only New Testament writer to mention Enoch. Jude 14-15 says, “Enoch, who lived seven generations after Adam, prophesied about these people when he said, ‘See, the Lord comes with his countless holy ones, to execute judgment on their ungodliness as well as all the harsh things that sinful ungodly people have said against him.” This warning about the Second Coming has similar wording found in the book of Revelation. Along with the words of warning, Revelation also mentions two witnesses who will stand up to the beast and the world. Many believe that since Enoch did not die but was taken by God, he will be one of those two witnesses.

7 By faith Noah responded with godly fear when he was warned about events he hadn’t seen yet. He built an ark to deliver his household. With his faith, he criticized the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes from faith.

	Coming out of a global pandemic, we witnessed people around the world respond to the possibility of death. When hurricanes head toward the shorelines of the United States, we see people respond to the fear of losing possessions and potentially their lives by taking action. What the writer of Hebrews is implying here is that Noah was not one of those people. Noah did not respond out of the fear of death, losing possessions, or even of the other people. He feared God and obediently followed God’s command.

	The word translated “criticized” by the CEB is translated as “condemned” in the KJV. And the idea here is very similar to what happened with Jesus. God’s goal by sending Jesus to the world was not to condemn the world, but to refuse to believe in the Son brings condemnation. Noah never says a word in Genesis, not to God or the people. His faithfulness to carry out God’s command only made the wickedness of those around him more apparent. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to place that he was going to receive as an inheritance. He went out without knowing where he was going.
9 By faith he lived in the land he had been promised as a stranger. He lived in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who were coheirs of the same promise.
10 He was looking forward to a city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
11 By faith even Sarah received the ability to have a child, though she herself was barren and past the age for having children, because she believed that the one who promised was faithful.
12 So descendants were born from one man (and he was as good as dead). Tbere were as many as the number of the stars in the sky and as countless as the grains of sand on the seashore.
13 All these people died in faith without receiving the promises, but they saw the promises from a distance and welcomed them. They confessed that they were strangers and immigrants on earth.
14 People who say this kind of thing make it clear that they are looking for a homeland.
15 If they had been thinking about the country that they had left, they would have had the opportunity to return to it.
16 But at this point in time, they are longing for a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God isn’t ashamed to be called their God—he has prepared a city for them.

	In Philippians 3:20-21, Paul writes, “Our citizenship is in heaven. We look forward to a savior that comes from there—the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform our humble bodies so that they are like his glorious body, by the power that also makes him able to subject all things to himself.” Part of the Christian faith is recognizing that his world is not our home, we are only sojourners on our way to home whose builder and maker is God.

	Abraham enters the story in Genesis 12, although his name is Abram at that point. God later changed his name to Abraham as part of the covenant between them. In Genesis 12:1-2, God says to Abraham, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you will be a blessing.” In His call to Abraham, God asked him to leave behind his inheritance and his family to move to a land God would show him. Just as we as Christians are called to live by faith as citizens of God’s kingdom surrounded by the familiar and fallen world, by faith Abraham did the same thing. 

Adam Clarke wrote:

A man’s country is that in which he has constitutional rights and privileges; no stranger or sojourner has any such rights in the country were he sojourns. These, by declaring that they felt themselves strangers and sojourners, professed their faith in a heavenly country and state, and looked beyond the grave for a place of happiness.[footnoteRef:125] [125:  Earle, pg 1276.] 


Abraham gave up his rights and privilege as an heir to his father’s possessions to live as a stranger in a foreign land, pursuing God’s promise. His promise was a physical land but also something beyond the realm of this world. This is how we are to live as Christians, knowing we are strangers passing through this life. Any attachments to this world or its order that we cling to need to be relinquished to embrace the fullness of God and His promises for us.

	Sarah, Abraham’s wife, makes the list in the Hall of Fame of Faith. Her addition might seem curious. She is aware of God’s covenant with her husband, knowing they would have a child. But Sarah tries to force God’s plan into action with no objections from Abraham. Her scheme was for Abraham to sleep with her servant, Hagar, through this arrangement they would have a son. Ishmael is born but Sarah has regret over the whole deal, eventually pressuring Abraham to cast Hagar and Ishmael out on their own. Not only does Sarah create that mess, but when Sarah overhears God’s messengers talking with Abraham again about having a child, she laughs and says, “I’m no longer able to have children and my husband’s old.”[footnoteRef:126] She laughs at the thought. [126:  Genesis 18:12] 


	Why does Sarah end up here? It certainly not because of her flaws, nor is it because Sarah laughed at God’s promise. She is applauded for her faith because, despite her mistakes and not being able to see the possible in the impossible, Sarah pressed on in her faith. Rather than give up and turn away from God when we encounter difficulties, unexplainable occurrences, or moments when our faith meets skepticism, we are to lean into our faith with them. God will supply the path, the answers, or the assurance to keep going.

17 By faith Abraham offered Isaac when he was tested. The one who received the promises was offering his only son.
18 He had been told concerning him, “Your legitimate descendants will come from Isaac.”
19 He figured that God could even raise him from the dead. So in a way he did receive him back from the dead.

	Isaac was the promised son to Abraham and Sarah. But as we mentioned earlier, and be reading in Genesis, we know that Isaac is not Abraham’s only son. God promises Hagar that He will remember her and her son Ishmael, who despite being Abraham’s son is sent away. What does the writer in Hebrews mean when in verse 17 which says, “The one who received the promises was offering his only son.” This word does not imply Isaac was an only child, it is recognizing his uniqueness. MacArthur gives this explanation, “The term refers to someone who is unique, one of a kind. Isaac was the only son born according to God’s promise and was the only heir of that promise.”[footnoteRef:127] Ishmael was not unimportant as a person, but his conception came as a result of the will of man. However, Isaac was conceived within God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah. By no means does this mean that Ishmael was destined to live outside the will of God. [127:  MacArthur, pg 1870.] 


	The story being referenced in verse 19 is found in Genesis 22:1-19. God tells Abraham, “Take your son, your only son whom you love, Isaac, and to go the land of Moriah. Offer him up as an entirely burned offering there on one of the mountains that I will show you.” As Abraham makes preparations for the ritual, Isaac takes note of what is missing and asks his dad, “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the entirely burned offering?” Isaac is not told, “you are it,” Abraham instead says, “God will see to it.”

	Clarke makes this observation on verse 19:

It is not therefore the natural deadness of Abraham and Sarah to which the apostle alludes, but the death to which Isaac on this occasion was exposed, and which he escaped by the immediate interference of God.[footnoteRef:128] [128:  Earle, pg 1277.] 


Abraham had the faith to take this risk with Isaac’s life because Abraham knew his child was a result of God’s promise. God’s promise to Abraham was to make him into a mighty nation, one God could not fulfill if Isaac were dead. Death was no hindrance to God keeping His promise.

	Many of our worship songs and hymns remind us that death had no claim on Jesus. The writer of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus died for our atonement, but He also was resurrected to conquer sin and grave. This was not merely for Christ’s benefit but for us as His followers. Just as death had no claim on Jesus, it no longer has a claim on us if we hold onto faith in Jesus. We may die before Jesus returns, but the grave does not get to keep us.

20 By faith Isaac also blessed Jacob and Esau concerning their future.
21 By faith Jacob blessed each of Joseph’s sons as he was dying and “bowed in worship over the head of his staff.”
22 By faith Joseph recalled the exodus of the Israelites at the end of his life, and gave instructions about burying his bones.

	Faith looks forward, even if God’s promises seem far off or their fulfillment will come after death. Verse 20 says, “By faith Isaac also blessed Jacob and Esau concerning their future.” Isaac was old and weak when the big family split occurred. Jacob robbed Esau of his birthright, with the assistance of his mother Rebekah. Esau wanted to kill Jacob, so Jacob fled far away. No drama seems to impact our souls as much as family disputes. But after many years apart, Jacob returned home to a warm greeting from Esau. Genesis 35:28-29 states, " At 180 years old, Isaac took his last breath and died. He was buried with his ancestors after a long, satisfying life. His sons Esau and Jacob buried him.” Isaac lived long enough to see his family come back together.

	Jacob endured the death of one son, Joseph, only to discover that the son was still living later in life. Joseph presents his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim to Jacob who is on his deathbed. If you study the twelve tribes of Israel (or sons of Jacob), you will notice no tribe of Joseph is listed. Genesis 48:22 records Jacob’s words to Joseph about this, “I’m giving you one portion more than to your brothers.” The reference to Jacob “bowed in worship” in Hebrews 11:22, is out of gratitude for what God restored to Jacob.

	Joseph became second in command of Egypt after his brothers sold him into slavery. Make no mistake, none of the things that happened to Joseph were good. His brothers’ hatred and betrayal go against God and His ways. The false accusation of Potiphar’s wife against Joseph was not good. It shows abuse to those less privileged by those in power, injustice opposite of God’s nature and kingdom. But while all the things that happened themselves were evil, God used them for Joseph’s good. Not only Joseph’s good but the good of Jacob and the same brothers who sent Joseph away.

	They moving to Egypt was necessary for Jacob and his family’s survival, Joseph somehow knew Egypt would only be a temporary place of residence for them. Joseph was second in command of this powerful nation, but he understood God’s people were set apart and called to the place He promised them. Genesis 50:24-25 shares, “Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I’m about to die. God will certainly take care of you and bring you out of this land to the land he promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.’ Joseph made Israel’s sons promise, ‘When God takes care of you, you must bring up my bones out of here.’” Joseph believed death should not separate him from God’s people. His brothers in keeping the promise declared Joseph as one of them. 

23 By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months when he was born, because they saw that the child was beautiful and they weren’t afraid of the king’s orders.
24 By faith Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter when he was grown up.
25 He chose to be mistreated with God’s people instead of having the temporary pleasures of sin.
26 He thought that the abuses he suffered for Christ were more valuable than the treasures of Egypt, since he was looking forward to the reward.
27 By faith he left Egypt without being afraid of the king’s anger. He kept on going as if he could see what is invisible.
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, in order that the destroyer could not touch their firstborn children.
29 By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if they were on dry land, but when the Egyptians tried it, they were drowned.

	Dr. David Jeremiah made this interesting observation on this section, he wrote, “Many people give into temptation not because they want too much but because they settle for too little.”[footnoteRef:129] I believe this to be a fitting observation of the life of Moses. By faith, Moses’ mother placed him in the Nile River to give her son a chance at survival. Again, the murder of the male children by the pharaoh was not God-ordained. God took this terrible evil and led Moses to the house of Pharaoh. The Lord had His man growing up in the house of power. [129:  Jeremiah, pg 1759.] 


	Verse 24-26 say, “By faith Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter when he was up. He chose to be mistreated with God’s people instead of having the temporary pleasures of sin. He thought the abuses he suffered for Christ were more valuable than the treasures of Egypt, since he was looking forward to the reward.” Moses was in Pharaoh’s house, but something deep within him knew Egypt’s treatment of the Hebrews was wrong. But while Moses recognized himself as one of the Hebrews, he sought to free God’s people on his own by killing an Egyptian. God was not okay with this plan! This plan led Moses to flee the place God wanted him. Although Moses has an intense scene at the burning bush with God, God was already stirring Moses’s heart while he lived in Egypt. Much like with Paul, God had to intervene drastically to get Moses turned around. The burning bush turned Moses’s faith toward God, aligning his already God-given passion for God’s people.

	There are many similarities between Moses in the Old Testament and the Apostle Paul in the New Testament. Both were stubborn men, deeply held in their beliefs. Each of them had a dramatic encounter with God that re-oriented their life on God’s plan and purpose. By faith, both men would do miraculous things through God’s power. Like Paul, Moses was looking forward to a reward. This reward was not Canaan (the Promised Land), but a future place when they were in fullness of God’s presence. 

30 By faith Jericho’s walls fell after the people marched around them for seven days.
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute wasn’t killed with the disobedient because she welcomed the spies in peace.
32 What more can I say? I would run out of time if I told you about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets.
33 Through faith they conquered kingdoms, brought about justice, realized promises, shut the mouths of lions,
34 put out raging fires, escaped from the edge of the sword, found strength in weakness, were mighty in war, and routed foreign armies.
35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured and refused to be released so they could gain a better resurrection.
36 But others experienced public shame by being taunted and whipped; they were even put in chains and in prison.
37 They were stoned to death, they were cut in two, and they died by being murdered with swords. They went around wearing the skins of sheep and goats, needy, oppressed, and mistreated.
38 The world didn’t deserve them. They wandered around in deserts, mountains, caves, and holes in the ground.

	All the events and people involved had one thing in common. It is the same thing found with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses. It is faith in someone greater and His greater promises. Their personal goals were aligned with God’s goals. These goals were not obtained by personal effort, but through their personal faith in God.

	The Book of Joshua covers the story of Jericho in its first six chapters. God assures Joshua and the people, who are now without Moses, that they will succeed if they rely on Him. This reliance was more than adherence to rituals and rules, but lives lived out in the same faith of obedience. God’s people had spent the previous forty years wandering because of disobedience, and their first opponent in the Promised Land was a city with impenetrable walls. Victory would not be and could not be based on their military weapons and dominance. They had none. But they relied on God for the victory.

	During that story, we encounter Rahab. She was a prostitute running a brothel on the edge of Jericho along the wall. Her story of faith is complicated. She recognizes that something divine is at work in the Hebrews and that Jericho would fall with her being swept away in the chaos. When the spies of Israel enter Jericho through her home, Rahab hides them from her own government, lies to the government to keep them safe. The writer of Hebrews is in no way advocating for falsehoods, but the writer is recognizing the faith of a person outside the community of believers attempting to align herself with them in a messy situation.

	Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah are all found in the book of Judges. A good description of this historical period for God’s people is found at the end of the book, in which it says, “In those days there was no king in Israel; each person did what they thought to be right.”[footnoteRef:130] Israel did have a king, it was God, but they would not submit to His rule. The people would end up being oppressed by their neighbors, when the oppression became unbearable God would raise up “judges” to rescue them. These judges were flawed people living in a flawed time doing their best to follow God’s call. Barak was Israel’s military commander during one of those periods. He received word from a prophetess named Deborah who assured him of victory. But Barak was unwilling to go without Deborah being present as God’s representative with him. Gideon was a man threshing wheat in secret to hide it from Israel’s oppressors, this is when God calls him. Before Gideon goes into battle, he is so anxious about himself and the outcome that he continually asks God for signs. Jephthah has faith that God can give the people victory, but his rash offer for God’s assurance leads to Jephthah sacrificing his own daughter. Samson was given incredible strength by God to fight the people’s enemies. But his earthly appetite for women got the better of him. However, when Samson was at his weakest moment, God gave him one last gasp of strength to complete his purpose. John MacArthur observes, “The point is that they all courageously and uncompromisingly followed God, regardless of the earthly outcome. They placed their trust in Him and His promises.”[footnoteRef:131] Reading their stories, to us this might not seem like the case, but the writer of Hebrews is holding them up as examples of faith. We would do well to examine their stories to see the moments of their faith and perhaps their brokenness in that faith can serve as inspiration to us. [130:  Judges 21:25]  [131:  MacArthur, pg 1871.] 


	Samuel was born to a mother who pleaded with God to give her a son. Her promise to God was that if He gave her a son, she would give her son back to God. So Samuel spent his life in the Tabernacle as a servant to the high priest. His role is unique because Samuel closes out the period of judges and begins a new era for the role of the prophet. Before the prophets heard from God and then shared it with the people. Now Samuel would be used by God to anoint a king, which grieved Samuel’s soul. This king quickly abandons God and argues with His messenger. So the very thing Samuel did not want to do the first time, he had to do again. Even when Samuel did not want to do it, he followed God.

	David was the second person anointed king by Samuel. He was the youngest and least likely to be selected king of his brothers, so much so in fact that his father did not even invite him to the dinner with Samuel. As a young man, David stood toe to toe with a giant armed with only a sling and stone. After David was anointed king, he survived with his predecessor on the throne and did not use violence to take the kingdom for himself. But like all the others, David had weaknesses. However, David was humble enough to seek God and His forgiveness.

	The last group mentioned in this section was the prophets. This would include Daniel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Ezekiel. A whole section of the Bible bears the names of these individuals as books. Verses 33 through 38 in Hebrews 11 highlight what they did and went through for their faith. At least six of them were martyred for their faith. Why? When it comes to prophecy, we tend think of telling the future. Certainly, there is an element of that, but prophecy is the ability to see the world through God’s eyes and call the world where it falls short. Telling people what they need to hear is less popular than telling them what they want to hear. And the people receiving these messages on most occasions were not pagans of a pagan culture, but God’s people living like the pagan culture or worse. Rather than accept the calls from God to reform, the reformers are put to death as traitors, rioters, and disturbers of the peace. Dr. Jeremiah offered this description about the faith of the prophets: “They accepted the world’s worst to gain God’s best. They would not sacrifice their future on the altar of the immediate.”[footnoteRef:132] [132:  Jeremiah, pg 1760.] 


	What is revealed through all these individuals is not a faith that leads to an easy path free from wrestling with belief and living, but a faith that grows us closer to God as it encounters life and its challenges. John Wesley says, “Faith overcomes all impediments; effects the greatest things; attains to the very best; and inverts, by its miraculous power, the very course of nature.”[footnoteRef:133] Faith turns our world upside down, as we live out our faith it collides with a fallen kingdom which will create conflict. As Paul wrote to Timothy, he said, “Anyone who wants to live a holy life will be harassed.”[footnoteRef:134] Harassment will come, but it will not last. [133:  Schoenhals, pg 569.]  [134:  2 Timothy 3:12] 


39 All these people didn’t receive what was promised, though they were given approval for their faith.
40 God proved something better for us so they wouldn’t be made perfect without us.

	God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Just as it is by faith we are saved now; it was the same for the saints of the Old Testament. The difference in the Old Testament was that Jesus was only a promise for those men and women of faith. All their rituals and practices were based on faith which glimpsed only the shadows of what was yet to come. But it was enough for them to be deemed righteous by God and recipients of grace based on that future.

	They are not a separate group based on their place in the Old Testament, nor for belonging to a people based on bloodlines. The New Testament Church and the Old Testament saints make up the body of believers, the Church. Adam Clarke shares this insight:

Believers before the Flood, under the law make but one Church. The gospel dispensation is the last, and the Church cannot be considered as “complete,” perfect, till the believers under all dispensations are gathered together. As the gospel is the last dispensation, the preceding believers cannot be consummated even in glory till the gospel Church arrive in the heaven of heavens.[footnoteRef:135] [135:  Earle, pg 1279.] 


We look back to the Cross and on the faith of the saints gone before us. Their hope is our reality. Jesus waits to return for the Church to be complete.


CHAPTER TWELVE

	Leading into Chapter 11, the main point of this letter was to share with the Hebrew readers that Jesus is superior to everything about the Old Testament. Chapter 11 was written in line with this thought, but highlighting the incredible faith of the Old Testament saints. The writer was setting up their point in Chapter 12 by sharing those stories. As great as the testimonies of these Old Testament giants of faith were, even their witness falls short of the testimony of Jesus. His testimony to faith in God is superior to all who went before.

	Chapter 12 will use both the Olympic games and the parent-child relationship to demonstrate the writer’s point. But the whole point hinges on Jesus being superior in testimony, serving as our example for how to run the race that is a life of faith. Richard S. Taylor wrote, “It is once-for-all divestment, for in the Christian race there is no finish line this side of the grave.”[footnoteRef:136] Taylor’s point is that for a follower of Christ, Christ is our sacrifice to supply grace for us to stand at the starting line, but Jesus also serves as our example for how we run the race. Like any apprentice, we learn from our Master and then model them in practice. [136:  Taylor, pg 155.] 


Let’s also run the race

1 So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up,

	The first words of Chapter Twelve indicate what is being written here is in direct connection with all the stories shared in Chapter Eleven. “So then” is how it begins in the CEB, where other translations have “Wherefore”, “Therefore,” or “Seeing.” No matter how it is translated, such words are important and require careful study for anyone interpreting the Bible. W.T. Purkiser shares, “An old rule for Bible interpretation is: Whenever you find a “wherefore,” stop and see what it is there for!”[footnoteRef:137] [137:  Purkiser, pg 102.] 


	As a runner who has participated in a few events, the writer’s use of an Olympic race is very relatable. The Greek word translated “race” in verse 1 is where we get our English word “agony.” For anyone who is a runner or has thought about the activity, agony would be a good way to describe the experience. In Greek, the word means conflict, contention, fight, or race. Every meaning of the word points to the idea of struggle. Any struggle will require the individual involved to endure difficulties to achieve their objective. MacArthur defines endurance as, “the steady determination to keep going, regardless of the temptation to slow down or give up.”[footnoteRef:138] Keeping the faith will require endurance to reach the ultimate reward that will not be experienced in this lifetime. [138:  MacArthur, pg 1873.] 


	This race is not being run in secret with no one watching, each participant is on a course with a coliseum full of eyes watching. Like anyone observing an athletic contest, these spectators celebrate every triumph and witness setbacks. These are not just any old observers, the ones watching are the saints who have participated themselves. They are fans cheering on those currently participating. The writer is calling the Hebrews to participate in the race ran by Abraham, Moses, David, and all the other figures mentioned in Chapter 11, knowing that those figures are watching along with God and the hosts of heaven.

	Verse 1 ends with, “Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up.” Every runner will run with a course in mind having the awareness of what will be needed. Intersections may require a pause for traffic, barking will indicate a dog that could possibly be encountered, and last of all the environment. For those in the faith, cars and dogs represent sin that encountered the wrong way will lead to harm. On a recent run, I was on a rural road going past a golf course when I heard a dog barking. As I noticed that this dog was a pit bull, the dog’s bark became more aggressive, and he charged off the porch at me. Nearing the end of my seven-mile run, I knew there was no chance I could outrun the dog, but I also did not want to get bit by it. So, I slowed to a walk, threw my arms up in surrender, and said, “good boy” to the dog. Recognizing I was not a threat, the dog returned to their porch. When we as believers encounter temptation in our spiritual race, our best defense is to surrender ourselves to God whose Holy Spirit resides with us.

	Sin is something every Christian seeks to avoid, with God’s will for us laid out clearly for us. The Ten Commandments are good example of this, all of them point to loving God and loving others. Every believer is to live by these rules. But continuing with our running analogy, environmental conditions like weather patterns and temperature are things every runner needs to consider. However, each runner will respond to them based on who and where they are. For example, if it is sixty degrees or above, I wear shorts and a T-shirt for a run. If the temperature is between thirty-five and fifty degrees, then I wear shorts and a long-sleeved T-shirt. If the temperature is thirty-five or below, I will wear sweatpants, a long sleeve t-shirt, maybe a hoody, a winter hat, and gloves. Those different scenarios are based on me as an individual who does not like to be too cold, but others may have their approach to those temperatures. Some things are a bigger issue for one person of faith than they are for others.

2 and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and perfecter. He endured the cross, ignoring the shame for the sake of joy that was laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right side of the God’s throne.

	With all eyes watching, the Olympic runners would press on knowing the prize of victory. The prize was being crowned a champion, and the whole struggle would be worth it for the prestige of winning. When it comes to the race of faith, our prize is hearing the words “Well, done my good and faith servant” and being received into glory with Jesus and all those gone before us. Jesus is our prize.

	The writer not only tells us to “fix our eyes on Jesus” but that Jesus is also “faith’s pioneer and perfecter.” The CEB chooses “pioneer” for its translation, while the KJV goes with “author.” Both of these words together embody the idea in the original language, with the Greek word meaning “chief leader” or “one who takes the lead.” Jesus is our prize, but He is also our team captain who successfully navigated the race called life without sin, conquering it and death, making it possible to for us to be raised with Him to everlasting life. We fix our eyes on Him as our prize and our encouragement through the struggle.

	Verse 2 ends with “He endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for the sake of joy that was laid out in front of him, and sat down at the right side of God’s throne.” Experiencing the cross was not a joy for Jesus. There was no joy in enduring the shame heaped upon Him as He hung on the cross. Joy is what followed all that. Jesus endured the cross and shame “for the sake of joy that was laid out in front him.” Christ did not sit at the side of God until the work of atonement was completed. If Jesus is our team captain and example, who are we to think our faith journey will be any different? Dr. Jeremiah writes, “Becoming a Christian and following Christ does not mean forfeiting joy; it only means that it may not be fully realized in this life.”[footnoteRef:139] [139:  Jeremiah, pg 1760.] 


	For the Hebrew Christians, the public shame associated with the Roman cross was an experienced reality loss on us as modern readers. It was an experience that many Hebrews of that day tried to distance themselves from. Yet here the writer is calling them to take up their cross. Taylor wrote, “They should be far more ashamed of their own cowardly cross-evasion than of His cross-bearing.”[footnoteRef:140] There is no prize if there is no cross. [140:  Taylor, pg 157.] 


	This truth is one we as modern readers must remember. One parody of Christian music ends its chorus with “all my problems are gone,” a fallacy many embrace. The way of Jesus is not a promise for wealth, health, and popularity in this life. A prosperity gospel is not the Gospel. Our reward in this life is peace in our hearts because of a future hope based on faith in Jesus.


Run the race with discipline

3 Think about the one who endured such opposition from sinners so that you won’t be discouraged and you won’t give up.
4 In your struggle against sin, you haven’t resisted yet to the point of shedding blood,

	The writer has already used running in the Grecian games as an example, here is a shift to another sport, boxing. Boxing is a sport that requires the ability to punch in a coordinated effort, while at the same time being able to protect oneself or withstand blows from an opponent. Most of us have seen Rocky and the series of movies based on Sylvester Stallone’s character the “Italian Stallion.” Rocky’s go-to move for blocking punches is using his face in those movies, and his face gets bloodied and swollen. But what makes these movies great is no matter how much punishment Rocky takes, he always endures the struggle on his way to victory. Faith requires an internal struggle with self to choose God and his ways over sin, which often is the easier way. We have been living self-controlled by sin in a world ruled by sin to which we have adapted to survive using sinful patterns. Jesus died to save us from our sins, freeing our hearts from sins’ chains, then giving us the Holy Spirit to fill us to the uttermost so we can grow in grace, learning through the struggle to break free from our sinful patterns and resist the sinfulness of the world.

	John MacArthur reminds us, “Jesus is the supreme example of willingness to suffer in obedience to God.”[footnoteRef:141] The suffering of Jesus immediately throws us to His arrest, trial, beatings, and crucifixion. All those things are examples of Jesus surrendering to the will of God as our example. But we cannot miss all the times Jesus was questioned by His own disciples and religious leaders. His own family doubted and tried to pull Jesus away from the call God had on His life. When the Gospel of John says that “the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us,” it was not a phantom existence nor an appearance just to warm the hearts of believers. Jesus, God in the flesh, entered the same struggle as us and emerged victorious. [141:  MacArthur, pg 1873.] 


5 and you have forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as sons and daughters: “My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline” “or give up when you are corrected by him,”
6 “because the Lord disciplines whomever he loves,” “and punishes every son or daughter whom he accepts.”
7 Bear hardship for the sake of discipline. God is treating you like sons and daughters! What child isn’t disciplined by his or her father?
8 But if you don’t experience discipline, which happens to all children, then you are illegitimate and not real sons and daughters.
9 What’s more, we had human parents who disciplined us, and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live?
10 Our human parents disciplined us for a little while, as it seemed best to them, but God does it for our benefit so that we can share his holiness.
11 No discipline is fun while it lasts, but it seems painful at the time. Later, however, it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness for those who have been trained by it.

	This section begins with a quote from Proverbs 3:11-12, which says, “Don’t reject the instruction of the LORD, my son; don’t despise his correction. The LORD loves those he corrects, just like a father who treats his son with favor.” In verse 6, the writer of Hebrews uses the word “punishes” along with the word “discipline” to describe God’s treatment of His children. The Greek word for “punishes” literally translates to “scourge,” which is a whip used as a means of punishment. What is being described here is not what happens to those outside the faith, but those in the faith.

	Those outside the faith are living as illegitimate children. Verse 8 says, “But if you don’t experience discipline, which happens to all children, then you are illegitimate and not real sons and daughters.” They are referred to as illegitimate because God is their Heavenly Father, as He is for everyone, but they are living in rejection, denial, or refusal of His Fathership. God could discipline them as a Father would, but what would be the point? They would not recognize the correction as the action of a loving father, but as someone being mean to them. Those folks need grace to protect them from themselves, grace to lead them home, or grace to let them have what they want, even if what they want is judgment. But God’s children know His voice, know His love and accept His discipline. Taylor writes, “Better to be chastised by God than pampered by the devil.”[footnoteRef:142] [142:  Taylor, pg 158.] 


	Dr. David Jeremiah writes, “God does not allow His children to go about their business unchanged.”[footnoteRef:143] Discipline is the spoon that stirs God’s grace in our hearts, which leads to the transformation that occurs through the renewing of our minds. As an example, when I was in high school, I went through a period when I believed that only hymns were songs that glorified God. I said as much to a girl in my class one day after she mentioned listening to a Christian rock band. Her response was, “But God speaks to me through that music,” and the Holy Spirit whipped my heart with, “Shut up, who are you to decide what I like best.” God’s discipline altered my pattern of thinking, which shifted to paying attention to the words in the lyrics and the author of the song. However, that was still missing the point of worship music. God had to stir my heart again later to shift my mind closer to His heart. It is not about the sound, style, instruments, the perfection of theology in the words, or even the songwriter. Worship is about a heart giving God the glory and reveling in His presence. Have I arrived? Not yet, but I believe I am closer now than before because of God’s loving discipline that points to His guidance in grace. [143:  Jeremiah, pg. 1761.] 


12 So strengthen your drooping hands and weak knees!
13 Make straight paths for your feet so that if any part is lame, it will be healed rather than injured more seriously.
14 Pursue the goal of peace with everyone—and holiness as well, because no one will see the Lord without it.

	There is a connection between verses 12 and 13 with Isaiah 35:3-4, which says, “Strengthen the weak hands, and support the unsteady knees. Say to those who are panicking, ‘Be strong! Don’t fear! Here’s your God, coming with vengeance; with divine retribution God will come to save you.” The prophet Isaiah was sharing hope with God’s people in dark and uncertain times as they faced exile and being ruled by a foreign power. For the writer of Hebrews, the idea is that believers do not live by faith based on circumstances. Dr. Jeremiah writes, “The idea is that circumstances should not get the best of believers. Instead, Christians endure, get a second wind, and compete in the race.”[footnoteRef:144] Believers understand that faith is more than crying for God in the foxhole; it is a life that leads to transformation through the foxhole and beyond. [144:  Ibid.] 


	Verse 13 says, “Make straight paths for your feet so that if any part is lame, it will be healed rather than injured more seriously.” This is a recognition that the individual believer is part of the body of Christ, comprised of all believers. Some believers will feel the intensity of the pressure in dark and uncertain times, and some of the reactions will cause a stir in the body. During the COVID pandemic of 2020, pastors felt intense pressure from within on how they should lead the church in response. Indoor service, online service, or normal service? All three avenues received complaints. Make congregants wear masks or let them come unmasked? The issue greatly divided society, invading the walls of churches. Pastors were raked over the coals based on how they led through the response, whether they were too strict or not strict enough. The continuous bombardment of complaints while trying to navigate the ongoing situation became too much for many pastors. Many called it quits. Rather than believers encourage and helping their pastors heal, they caused more injuries. Not only their pastors but fellow church members who viewed the situation differently than them.

	Purkiser writes, “The chief obstacle to holiness in the world today is not the opposition of those outside but the fact that some “holiness” people are not holy people. They talk of perfect love, but are mean, narrow, critical, and judgmental in spirit. They talk of the pomegranates and honey of Canaan, but all they have to show are crab apples and sour grapes. To such these words are fittingly addressed.”[footnoteRef:145] The attitudes of so-called “holy people” have wounded and scarred many of those within the walls of the Church as well as those outside. In Galatians, Paul writes that “the acts of the flesh are obvious,” but then goes onto share the fruit of the Spirit which is rooted in love, joy, peace, forebearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.[footnoteRef:146] Acting out the fruit of the Spirit does not mean we agree with or approve everything, but our method for interacting remains the same. [145:  Purkiser, pg 107.]  [146:  Galatians 5:19-23] 


	In verse 14, the writer goes on with, “Pursue the goal of peace with everyone—and holiness as well, because no one will see the Lord without it.” A cheetah can travel at speeds between 60 and 70 miles per hour, but it can only do so in short bursts. This does not mean a cheetah is inactive in pursuing its prey, but rather that it must wait until the precise moment when its victim is close enough to give chase. But whether the cheetah is running full speed or carefully stalking, the goal is the same and both methods are in pursuit of the goal. When the writer of Hebrews, the word “pursue” is used to describe the Christian’s chase of the “goal of peace with everyone” and “holiness.” Adam Clarke writes, “Pursue peace with the same care, attention, and diligence as beasts do their game; follow it through all places; trace it through all winding circumstances; and have it with all men, if you can with a safe conscience.”[footnoteRef:147] [147:  Earle, pg 1281.] 


	This is the draw of the Christian faith. It is not a faith that stamps everything as okay, nor compromises on God’s call to holiness. However, our faith recognizes that God’s truth offends that it also comes with the grace that mends. Because every believer is a recipient of that grace, they live their lives as offerings to God who offers His grace to sinners through them.

15 Make sure that no one misses out on God’s grace. Make sure that no root of bitterness grows up that might cause trouble and pollute many people.
16 Make sure that no one becomes sexually immoral or ungodly like Esau. He sold his inheritance as the oldest son for one meal.
17 You know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected because he couldn’t find a way to change his heart and life, though he looked for it with tears.

	Deuteronomy 29:18 says, “Make sure there isn’t any one among you right now—male or female, clan or tribe—whose mind is turning from being with he LORD our God in favor of going to serve these nations’ gods. Make sure there isn’t any root among you that is sprouting poison and bitterness.” Moses shared those words in his final address to God’s people before they entered the Promised Land without him. Throughout their history in the Promised land, idolatry would be a constant struggle that threatened Israel’s well-being. It would make sense for Moses to offer words of caution against it. But the second part of the verse highlights an equal danger, the poison that is bitterness in the hearts of people.

	Bitterness stems from a heart with unresolved emotional pain from jealousy, anger, hurt, and disappointment. “You hurt me, so I will never forgive you.” “You have what is rightfully mine.” “Why do you get that when I am equally worthy?” Those are only a few ways bitterness reveals itself in a person. At the root of each of those statements is the self. Few things are more destructive to a church than a person who will not deal with their bitterness. Dr. Jeremiah harshly states, “Such people have an evil heart of unbelief that rejects Christ and His gospel.”[footnoteRef:148] In other words, bitterness in a believer will rob them of their blessing and hold everyone else hostage until they get it. But they cannot receive God’s blessing until the bitterness is resolved, and they will remain a vampire on the peace and joy of a faith community until they put a stake through their own heart (surrender their bitterness to God), drain their food supply, or have their food supply cut off. [148:  Jeremiah, pg 1761.] 


	Verses 15, 16, and 17 shift focus to Esau. Esau did not give up his birthright because of bitterness, he gave it up because he was hungry. Rather than value the inheritance that was rightfully his, Esau prioritized the needs of his flesh over the promise. Again, we come to the choice of self over the promise. Pursuing the goals of peace with everyone and holiness cannot happen in tandem with pursuing the things of self. Enduring in faith through adversity is impossible if the desire for self is the captain steering the ship.

	The middle letter in the word “sin” is “I”. Self-care is important, and God carefully knits us together in our mother’s womb, so holiness is not a call to self-loathing and self-harm. However, the self is infected with the human condition of sin. Sin is destructive to the world and self. This is why Jesus says, “All who want to save their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives because of me and because of the good news will save them.”[footnoteRef:149]  [149:  Mark 8:35.] 



Priestly service in heavenly Jerusalem

18 You haven’t drawn near to something that can’t be touched: a burning fire, darkness, shadow, a whirlwind,
19 a blast of a trumpet, and a sound of words that made the ones who heard it beg that there wouldn’t be one more word.
20 They couldn’t stand the command, “If even a wild animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.”
21 The sight was so frightening that Moses said, “I’m terrified and shaking!”

	These verses are a reference to Exodus 19:12-13 which says, “Set up a fence for the people all around them and tell them, ‘Be careful not to go up the mountain to touch any part of it.’ Anyone who even touches the mountain must be put to death. No one should touch anyone who has touched it, or they must be either stone to death or shot with arrows. Whether an animal or a human being, they must not be allowed to live. Only when the ram’s horn sounds may they go up on the mountain.” Later on in Exodus 19, God’s presence arrives to deliver the Law, and the scene is described as one that terrifies the people so they do not want to go up the mountain. The writer of Hebrews adds the detail that even Moses was afraid. It was an example of sinful people in the presence of Holy God.

	This gives an insight to the honor given to Peter, James, and John by Jesus when they are invited to be on the Mount of Transfiguration when they are not only joined by Moses and Elijah, but also the presence of God speaking, “This is my Son, listen to Him.” Peter reacts by asking to build tents, but the text indicates that Peter is talking with no idea what he is saying. The moment in God’s presence is overwhelming.

	We are wise to be mindful of this in our gatherings. God’s presence is in attendance. This collusion between the Holy God and sinful people is an amazing moment of transformation, but it also is a terrifying experience that shakes people to their core. In God’s presence, we are illuminated for who we are, completely exposed before the One we are unable to hide. Grace has led us and taught us this is good, but for those experiencing the moment for the first time it can be overwhelming producing varying results.

22 But you have drawn near to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, to countless angels in a festival gathering,
23 to the assembly of God’s firstborn children who are registered in heaven, to God the judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous who have been made perfect,
24 to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks better than Abel’s blood.

	Sinai and Zion are two mountains of significance in the Bible. The Law was given at Sinai, and we just discussed the terrifying experience backed by serious commands by God. Only those God permitted to be on Sinai were allowed, Moses along with Joshua. The Holy God was separating Himself for the common. Common meaning the sin and sinfulness of people and the things of this world. Zion is different, marking the work of Jesus through the Cross, the Resurrection, and the Ascension. Grace purchased by the blood of Jesus has invited us to be citizens in “the city of the living God.”

	Of course, God’s grace accepts us as we are found, but that same grace works to transform us into a person who is worthy of our citizenship in His city. This grace not only draws us closer to God but unites us with others who answered God’s call to salvation. Together we are being sanctified in our hearts individually and sanctified in our community. Sanctification is not an event done solely to transform the heart of the believer, but an ongoing event that produces a transformed society living perfect love with God and neighbor.

25 See to it that you don’t resist the one who is speaking. If the people didn’t escape when they refused to listen to the one who warned them on earth, how will we escape if we reject the one who is warning from heaven?
26 His voice shook the earth then, but now he has made a promise: “Still once more I will shake not only the earth but heaven also.”
27 The words “still once more” reveal the removal of what is shaken—the things that are part of this creation—so that what isn’t shaken will remain.

	W.T. Purkiser shares an interesting note on verse 25, he writes, “There is a striking contrast in the Greek of v.25 that does not come through in the English. The word used to describe the speaking of Moses on earth is a word that means “transmitter” or “mouthpiece.” The word describing the speaking of Jesus from heaven implies the direct speech of God.”[footnoteRef:150] Moses was a man who did his best to share the message God gave with him. But Moses was only a man interpreting what God said. When Jesus spoke, He spoke as God while being a man. [150:  Purkiser, pg 112.] 


Verses 26 and 27 are connected with God’s words through the prophet Haggai. Haggai 2:6 says, “This is what the LORD of heavenly forces says: in just a little while, I will make the heavens, the earth, the sea, and the dry land quake.” The entire cosmos was shaken when God spoke in the beginning, creating everything from nothing. As the Law was given, the earth shook due to God’s presence. When Jesus came, there was a universal shaking that impacted the spiritual realm, human beings, and human understanding. The same will happen when Jesus returns and evil is cast into the pit of destruction. 

When God moves it shakes things up. As people we value routine, finding safety and comfort in the familiar. God does work through those things. But the mighty moves of God come with shaking that impacts the status quo, jostling the dead. It either brings the dead to life or moves it out of the way to make way for life. On Mount Sinai, God moved and everything changed. When Jesus arrived, everything changed. The day of Pentecost marked the descension of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, everything changed. 

But those past moments are not the only ones that serve as examples. The Protestant Reformation was a time of shaking within the Church as it adjusted to the direction God was leading, which was away from the dead practices of an organization that had become marred by corruption, extortion, and violence. Instead of the dead practices of such an organization, the Church was restored to life as an organism that is the Bride of Christ.

This is a word of hope for us today. Since the Protestant Reformation, many amazing things of God have happened led by great saints. However, they operated in a world much different than our own. As technology advances and the world recovers from a global pandemic, we can get caught up in a doom and gloom direction the Church has headed, or we can see this as a moment where God is once again attempting to breathe new life into His Bride. Dr. Nina Gunter, former General Superintendent of the Church Nazarene, once said to a district assembly, “The Church is not dying, she is changing.” Change comes through the move of God that shakes up life from among the dead.

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that can’t be shaken, let’s continue to express our gratitude. With this gratitude, let’s serve in a way that is pleasing to God with respect and awe,
29 because our God really is a consuming fire.

	As we talk of change, there is One who remains constant and unchanged. God remains the same. Clarke writes, “…sin under the gospel is as abominable to God’s sight as it was under the law; and that the man who does not labor to serve God with the principle and in the way already prescribed will find that fire to consume him which would have otherwise consumed his sin.”[footnoteRef:151] In other words, the God who sent cast Adam and Eve from the Garden, destroyed the world with a flood, rained down fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, and dealt with the sins of people in the Old Testament is the same God in the New Testament. Perfection was always His will for humanity, is still His will for us. [151:  Earle, pg 1283-1284.] 


	Then what is the difference between now and then? In the Old Testament, mankind needed to know for themselves that they were incapable of fulfilling the law due to their own sinfulness. Remember during creation, God had Adam name the animals as a means for Adam to realize they were not suitable partners for him. Once Adam was aware, God gave Eve to Adam. The gift of the New Testament was Jesus, God in the flesh, who came in atonement for mankind’s failure to be perfect in keeping God’s law. But not only, Jesus came so that mankind would be enabled to live up to God’s expectations through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. God gave us both grace and power to live transformed.

	God was, is, and will always be “a consuming fire.” His fire will impact us in one of two ways. One, if we choose to reject God and His ways, then His fire will consume us in our sin. But it does not have to be this way. The second option is for us to turn toward God, seek to walk in step with Him, being saved and sanctified through His grace by faith in Jesus. Then instead of His fire consuming us in our sin, our sin is consumed while we emerge purified. Our responsibility is making a choice between those two options.


CHAPTER THIRTEEN

	Our study in the book of Hebrews has brought us to the final chapter in the letter. Up to this point, the writer has been establishing that the way of Jesus is superior to the Old Testament system. The Levitical system was only a placeholder pointing to Jesus all along. Now the writer shifts from explaining why understanding why Jesus is superior is important to faith to what that faith should look like. And it comes with a hard reality for the Hebrew Christians.

	Before we dive into the text, this chapter connects faith and living. More specifically, the writer has presented the doctrines of the Christian faith. Doctrine is a statement explaining why we believe what we believe. For the Christian, a good reference is a three-legged stool. The three legs represent logic, experience, and tradition all supporting our understanding. However, the legs rest on the solid ground, and the solid ground for Christian understanding is the Bible which reveals who God is and what God has done for us.

	Knowing why we believe what we believe is important. The Church of the Nazarene has sixteen articles of faith, which are: Truine God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Scriptures, Sin, Atonement, Repentance, Justification, Entire Sanctification, the Church, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, Divine Healing, Second Coming, and the Resurrection. Each has their own statement based on what is revealed in the Bible. However, faith must become living for it to be authentic. This is why following the Articles of Faith there is a section in the Church Manual called the Covenant of Christian Conduct. Just as the writer of Hebrews lays out the why for understanding and then connects with living, the Covenant of Christian Conduct is how we as Nazarenes express our beliefs found in the Articles of Faith.

Our acts of service and sacrifice

1 Keep loving each other like family.
2 Don’t neglect to open up your homes to guests, because by doing this some have been hosts to angels without knowing it.
3 Remember prisoners as if you were in prison with them, and people who are mistreated as if you were in their place.

	As Christians, we live in a constant paradox. We were born into this world and exist in it, a world full of violence, wickedness, and separation based on all the different labels the human mind can fathom. On the other hand, we are born again through faith in Jesus, becoming citizens of a Kingdom that has come but not yet in its fullness. This kingdom is marked by unity in the Holy Spirit, overriding any manmade labels, based on holiness, and the goodness of God. Purkiser writes, “In a world cursed by alienation of race from race, class from class, and one person from another, one of the greatest contributions Christianity makes is in the area of personal reconciliation. Those who love god must prove their love by devotion to one another.”[footnoteRef:152] [152:  Purkiser, pg 114.] 


	This closing section on Christian living begins with a call to love one another, much like the prayer of Jesus over His disciples. It is not a call to ask whether they are worthy of such affection, but based on God’s demonstration of His own love for us. It is not a call to ignore sin by sweeping it under the rug, but a call to recognize sin does not have to have the final say.

	Verse 2 speaks of hospitality. Hospitality was of the utmost importance in the ancient world, which could often mean putting up guests for a period. Now as the Church faced persecution, there was danger in taking in guests. Was the guest someone of genuine character or a spy seeking to bring harm to the Church? The writer of Hebrews suggests the possibility of unknowingly hosting angels as a reason to not shy away from taking someone in. While the Bible shares stories like Abraham, Lot, Sarah, Gideon, and Manoah having such encounters with angels, the writer of Hebrews might be implying “God’s messengers” in an earthly sense more than a heavenly one.[footnoteRef:153] Richard S. Taylor may have captured the writer’s thought when he wrote, “Our kindness may not uncover any angels, but may contribute to the making of saints.”[footnoteRef:154] [153:  Genesis 18:1-3, Genesis 19:1-2, Judges 6:11-24, Judges 13:6-20.]  [154:  Taylor, pg 170.] 


	“Remember prisoners” in verse 3 can be taken literally as well as in a broader sense. Many in chains need to be encouraged, whether their charges are just or unjust, but many are imprisoned by pain, sickness, circumstances, and enemies beyond walls. Verse 3 is a call to empathize with those who are suffering in our midst. When I cut my finger trying to open a child’s toy, my finger is the injured member of my body, but the brain is what is alerted. There may be other lesser injuries, but the finger is the one requiring immediate attention. This is how we are to operate within the body of Christ, with Jesus as the head.

4 Marriage must be honored in every respect, with no cheating on the relationship, because God will judge the sexually immoral person and the person who commits adultery.

	The Wycliffe Bible Commentary had this statement for this verse: “… the closest human relationship, marriage, ought to exhibit to all the graces of the Christian life.”[footnoteRef:155] Marriage is important because it reflects God’s design, mirroring the Trinity. God is Father, Spirit, and Son, with all three being equally God but separate in function. Now while the husband and wife are never equals with God, they love one another and each love God. Neither can truly love God and submit to His will if they are unwilling to do the same for one another. This is why Paul uses marriage as an analogy in Ephesians 5. The relationship between Christ and the Church mirrors that of marriage.  [155:  Pfeiffer, pg 1426.] 


	No marriage is successful if both the husband and wife are not one hundred percent committed to one another, at times willingly putting themselves aside out of love for the other. Marriage is not about winning or losing, it is about a partnership journeying through life together. In our modern context marriage is two people choosing to unite together with vows rooted in the call to love. This means marriage is an exercise of free will, not only one time but continually choosing to love. Violating this love has dangerous consequences for any relationship.

5 Your way of life should be free from the love of money, and you should be content with what you have. After all, he has said, “I will never leave or abandon you”.
6 This is why we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper,” “and I won’t be afraid.” “What can people do to me?”

	These verses could be shared in connection with verse 5. What causes the downfall of marriage? A wandering eye or a spirit of discontentment of what one has. It is ignoring the tenth commandment which says, “Do not covet.” The antidote in Christian living is being content with what God has blessed you with, even if it seems there is more worked involved with that blessing.

	Money is an amoral object, meaning it makes no decisions of its own. Like a gun, pencil, or keyboard, money’s morality is determined by the one who possesses it. God knows we need money to survive, and there is nothing spiritually wrong with earning, saving, and spending it. What makes money wrong is making it our sole pursuit in life. It will cause to do things and go places we know God’s will would never lead us. The other danger is money can become our source for peace and security, rather than God. Our efforts to earn money can cause us to become calloused to others who are struggling, either due to their own lack of effort or opportunity. 

	Verse 6 says, “This why we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper,’ ‘and I won’t be afraid. What can people do to me?’” If are confidence is in God, then should the stock market crash and the banks fail, we can still have peace in contentment in our hearts. If are confidence is in God, our value is not determined by our spouse and their treatment of us, and our decision to love them is not based on earning or gaining, then we are free to love God and our partner with no strings attached. This freedom lessens the need for our eyes to wander and chase fairytales.

7 Remember your leaders who spoke God’s word to you. Imitate their faith as you consider the way their lives turned out.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever!

	Go into almost every church and you will find some type of memorial to the past. In my current assignment there are beautiful stain glass windows in our sanctuary with the names of families at the bottom. These families donated money for the purchase of those windows. But the purpose of the recognition is not about remembering the money they gave, or even remembering the folks themselves. The purpose is to remind future generations that these families so believed in God and His mission to reach their community, they willingly contributed to building the facility that serves as our Kingdom outpost. Taylor writes, “It is not memoirs that the church needs, or even memoirs, if filed forgotten. The church is always in need of careful study of lives and teachings of past leaders in order that they be still followed, and their way of life, and the faith which sustained it, be transmitted to each succeeding generation.”[footnoteRef:156] Our call is not to look at the windows as shrines to the dead, but to see the windows and remembering the faith lived out, then become imitators ourselves. [156:  Taylor, pg 172.] 


	As great as human leaders of faith are, whether laity or clergy, they only last a short while. They change and the world around them changes. So even the methods they used to express their faith will pass away. Our windows were mentioned in the previous paragraph, as time passes they will become only faceless names as the people within the congregation change. Change is a certainty as a result of chaos as the world is unraveling. But verse 8 reminds us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever!”

	The immutability (unchangeableness) of God is a truth critical to our understanding of the Bible. It demonstrates to us the incredible paradox between God’s nature and man’s nature. Mankind’s nature is corrupted by sin, sin results in destruction. God is forever holy, His law will for humanity unchanging. Thus, there was an incredible action by God to bridge the gap of the paradox, to make possible the impossible for you and me. God was not changed by Jesus on the Cross, it was not His holiness adjusting to our capabilities. The unchangeable God intervened through grace based on faith in Jesus to transform us.

9 Don’t be misled by the many strange teachings out there. It’s a good thing for your heart to be strengthened by grace rather than food. Food doesn’t help those who live in this context.

	“Strange teachings” are referring to those teachings that are foreign to the Gospel of Jesus and salvation available based on a person’s faith in them. Taylor gives this definition for “strange teachings,” “Any doctrine which weakens His hold on their hearts, or His authority over their minds, is untruth.”[footnoteRef:157] In the case of the Hebrew Christians, the Levitical sacrifices and even the dietary restrictions are “strange teachings” for those who profess faith in Jesus. The writer of Hebrews is calling a spade a spade, writing to the audience that their ritualistic practices were not means of perfecting faith in Jesus but distractions from Him. “Remember, the old covenant is abolished; the new alone is in force.”[footnoteRef:158] [157:  Taylor, pg 173.]  [158:  Clarke, pg 1285.] 


	As the early Church continued to grow, the Jews began causing problems for the new Gentile converts. They were trying to enforce the Levitical codes on the Gentiles, the whole incident forced the apostles to gather for a council in Jerusalem. Out of that gathering, the apostles formed this statement in a letter, “The Holy Spirit has led us to the decision that no burden should be placed on you other than these essentials: refuse food offered to idols, blood, the meat from strangled animals, and sexual immorality.”[footnoteRef:159] Out of all the Levitical laws and restrictions, the apostles settled on these for the new Gentile converts. This underscores their belief that the new covenant based on faith in Jesus was superior to the old covenant. [159:  Acts 15:28-29.] 


	Jesus is the one who saves us. Faith in Him is the only way to be saved. There are no substitutes or additives. Any religious movement that seeks to declare anything as necessary for salvation through Jesus is dangerous to the cause of Christ. A relationship with Jesus gives us the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, this along with careful study of the Bible safeguards our hearts from falling prey to “strange teachings”. Groups that promote “strange teachings” fill their ranks with Christians who are on the fringe and lack an understanding of sound doctrine. Purkiser writes, “They prey on unstable and ungrounded church members whose faith is more traditional than personal and biblical. It is difficult to find a member of any of the deviant religious moments in Christendom who was not first affiliated with or at least brought up in some branch or historic Christianity.”[footnoteRef:160] [160:  Purkiser, pg 117.] 


10 We have an altar, and those who serve as priests in the meeting tent don’t have the right to eat from it.
11 The blood of the animals is carried into the holy holies by the high priest as an offering for sin, and their bodies burned outside the camp.
12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy with his own blood.
13 So now, let’s go to him outside the camp, bearing his shame.

	The blood of the animal sacrifices was sprinkled on the altar in the Holy of holies in the Temple, but their bodies were taken outside the camp to be burned to ashes. Leviticus 16:27says, “The bull and the goat for the purification offerings, whose blood was brought in to make reconciliation in the inner holy area, will be taken outside the camp. Their hides, flesh, and dung will be burned with fire.” Jesus conducted much of His earthly ministry in the Temple and synagogues. But when it came time for His sacrifice on the Cross, Jesus was not lifted up in the Temple courts. He was brought outside Jerusalem to a hill called Golgotha to be nailed to the Cross. 

	This illustrates that the will of God for our salvation is no longer tied to the Temple, but to Jesus and His atonement on the Cross. The writer of Hebrews is again presenting a harsh truth the rest of the letter has hinted at, but now they are plainly stating the truth. “Only those who went outside the camp—leaving the Levitical rituals and traditions behind—would benefit from Christ’s atonement, not those who wished to remain “inside,” clinging to the OT sacrificial system.”[footnoteRef:161] [161:  Jeremiah, pg 1763.] 


	While we do not cling to the Old Testament system in our modern setting, these verses do illustrate to us the true meaning of holiness. Holiness is not adherence to religious rituals or restrictions, these have become nothing more than other tools of man like philosophy and government. Taylor writes, “The source of holiness is the Cross. To it we must go.”[footnoteRef:162] [162:  Taylor, pg 175.] 


14 We don’t have a permanent city here, but rather we are looking for the city that is still to come.
15 So let’s continually offer up a sacrifice of praise through him, which is the fruit from our lips that confess his name.
16 Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have because God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices.

	The holy city for the Hebrew Christians was no longer Jerusalem, though it is a place of great historical importance. They were awaiting the arrival of the New Jerusalem, which would descend upon the arrival of Jesus at His Second Coming. Rather than having need to journey to the earthly Jerusalem to worship in a Temple by offering praise and worship to God through animal sacrifice, the Hebrews were free to praise and worship God where they were planted. Only now their praise and worship were not presented through animal sacrifices, but with their mouths based on God’s grace which had transformed their hearts and was renewing their minds.

	Verse 16 adds, “Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have because God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices.” These acts of kindness are not done to earn salvation, but to demonstrate God’s work in their lives. James 1:27 says, “True devotion, the kind that is pure and faultless before God the Father, is this: to care for the orphans and widows in their difficulties and to keep the world from contaminating us.” 1 John 3:8 says, “Little children, let’s not love with words or speech but with action and truth.” All these verses are hinting at the same thing for the Hebrew Christians as well as us, which is the greatest praise offerings we can give God is loving Him by living in submission to Him and loving our neighbor. Adam Clarke warns, “… they are the proofs that a man belongs to Christ; and he who does not bear these fruits gives full evidence, whatever his creed may be, that he is no Christian.”[footnoteRef:163] [163:  Clarke, pg 1286.] 



Closing greeting and blessing

	These closing remarks seem to have a style that is typical to the writings of the Apostle Paul, even making mention of Timothy. While this study has remained unbiased in respect to naming anyone the writer, I believe this does give us a clue that the author is someone in Paul’s circle of friends, if not the Apostle himself. Of course, none of that adds or takes away from the thoughts presented in the letter of Hebrews.

17 Rely on your leaders and defer to them, because they watch over your whole being as people who are going to be held responsible for you. They need to be able to do this with pleasure and not with complaints about you, because that wouldn’t help you.

	The writer appeals to the readers to “rely on your leaders and defer to them.” For most people, attending church and participating in the activities such as Bible study, prayer meetings, Sunday School and worship services are optional events. They know those are good things that are choice to help them grow closer to God. However, pastors and other church leaders participate not out of that same sense, they join out of calling. Taylor writes, “They did not ask for the job of shepherding our souls. They were assigned to the task by God himself.”[footnoteRef:164] A person attending a study or sermon is the simplest way they can show their leader that they care. But there are so many roles within the body of believers, pastors and other leaders cannot be expected to fill them alone. [164:  Taylor, pg 178.] 


	In Acts 6, as the Church was growing they ran into an issue. There was a dispute between Greek and Aramaic speaking disciples over the care of widows, with one side saying their widows were being overlooked. The Apostles were busy sharing the message of Jesus, they could not set aside that responsibility for anything else, even if it was as an important as caring for widows. What did they do? They had the Church appoint seven respected men to see to this need.

	The modern preacher, especially in smaller church settings has so many things they must contend with, such as finances, maintenance, online presence, and a variety of other things that are important, but steal time away from their calling. God called them to proclaim the message of salvation, everything else, no matter how important, needs to be fit in around the responsibility of preaching. For a sermon to be filled with the Holy Spirit, the preacher must be filled with the Holy Spirit. This filling of the Holy Spirit cannot be from a dying ember of an experience in the past, but a fiery indwelling presence that is sustained through daily prayer and studying.

	In Army Basic Training, much time was spent at shooting ranges. During this period, there are ten or more soldiers firing at their own individual targets at the same time. Occasionally, a soldier would accidentally shoot at their neighbor’s target. Before each session would begin, someone would speak over a loudspeaker, “Watch, YOUR lane” then give the command to fire. The Church body is called to operate in a similar manner. God has given everyone a purpose that connects within the body to accomplish the work. While each member has the same objective of reaching people for Jesus, how they accomplish that task will be based on their role. To every Church member, love God and love others by watching your lane.

18 Pray for us. We’re sure that we have a good conscience, and we want to do the right thing in every way.
19 I’m particularly asking you to do this so that I can be returned to you quickly.

	The purpose of this entire study has been to see that Jesus is superior to the Old Testament system in every way. He is superior to the angels, the prophets, the rituals, the high priest, the Temple, and even the ceremonial law. However, this does not mean Christians are better than those ancient giants of faith, only perhaps in knowledge.

	When Jesus asks Peter, “Who do you say I am?”, Peter responded with “the Christ.” This is one Jesus tells Peter, “Upon this rock I will build my Church.” While Peter was certainly one of the pillars through which the Church was established, this was not what Jesus meant. Peter and those other apostles were only successful because of the presence of the Holy Spirit with them. And the reason they were filled with the Holy Spirit was because they were gathered in prayer waiting for the promise of Jesus to arrive.

	Adam Clarke wrote, “The Church is weak, dark, poor, and imperfect because it prays little.”[footnoteRef:165] Christ is the key to growing any Church. It is not about coffee and donuts, praise bands, or fun lights. There is nothing wrong with those things, but all they can become are methods used by Christians to try harder on their own rather than surrender to Christ. Christ is the power at work in the Church, and that power is displayed through Christians who are surrendered to Jesus. At the heart of surrender is a person who has dedicated themselves to prayer. Jesus is superior to church growth strategies and Christians trying harder. [165:  Earle, pg 1286.] 


20 May the God of peace, who brought back the great shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus, from the dead by the blood of the eternal covenant,
21 equip you with every good thing to do his will, by developing in us what pleases him through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory forever and always, Amen.
22 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to put up with this message of encouragement, since I’ve only written a short letter to you!
23 You know that our brother Timothy has been set free. If he comes soon, we will travel together to see you.
24 Greet your leaders and all of God’s holy people. The group from Italy greets you.
25 May grace be with all of you.

	The Old Testament covenant was made as a placeholder for the covenant that was to come through Jesus. Jesus came as the Word in the flesh, born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on the Cross, rose from the grave, and ascended next to the Father. This means the New has replaced the Old, and is active now! Our writer penned this for the Hebrew Christians of their day so they would abandon all those things which distracted them from Jesus. That now is still now, and it will be now until time is no more. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, there is no other way to the Father but through Him. Christ is supreme because there is no other alternatives. Only life in Christ provides lasting joy, peace, hope, and love.

	Dr. Jeremiah writes, “God has given His people everything to endure to the end without giving up. God’s goal is for each believer to be equipped with everything good for doing His will.”[footnoteRef:166] Since we have all that we need, let us throw off everything else that will only hinder us. Those things are not necessary anyways. [166:  Jeremiah, pg. 1764.] 
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