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Abstract

 This research article examines the language policies and language practices in multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal. The study utilizes a qualitative research design, employing semi-structured interviews and document analysis as data collection methods. The study participants include teachers, students, and administrators from various multilingual schools in the region. The data collected from the interviews and documents are analyzed using content analysis. The findings reveal that language policies and practices in multilingual schools are diverse and complex. While the official language policy promotes Nepali as the primary language of instruction, the actual practices in schools often involve a mix of Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Tharu, depending on the language proficiency of the students. The study also highlights the influence of social and cultural factors on language practices in schools. The results suggest the need for more flexible and adaptable language policies that consider the linguistic diversity of the region. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance of providing teachers with training and support to enhance their multilingual teaching skills. Community involvement is also identified as a crucial factor in shaping language policies and practices in schools. This research contributes to understanding language education in multilingual contexts and provides insights for policymakers, educators, and researchers working in this field.
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Introduction
As a noun, 'landscape' has two distinct meanings. To begin with, the more literal sense is a piece or breadth of scenery that can be observed from a single location at the same time. Second, a picture depicting such a view of natural inland terrain, as opposed to a sea picture or a portrait. In the studies of the linguistic landscape described here, both interpretations are used. On the one hand, the literal study of languages as they appear in signs, and on the other, the representation of languages (Gorter, 2006). On the other hand, the dictionary defines 'landscape' as a word with two meanings. On the one hand, the more the literal study of the languages as they appear in signs, and on the other, the representation of the languages, which is especially important because it relates to identity and cultural globalization, the growing presence of English, and the revitalization of minority languages. The literal notion of a piece or span of scenery that can be observed at the same moment from a single location. A painting depicting such a view of natural inland terrain, as opposed to a seascape or a portrait. In the studies of the linguistic landscape described here, both interpretations are used. 
The Terai region of Nepal is a linguistically diverse area, with a rich mix of languages and dialects spoken by its inhabitants. The region is home to several ethnic groups, including the Tharu, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Awadhi, who have unique linguistic and cultural identities. The linguistic landscape of the region is shaped by the multilingualism of its people and their interactions with each other. The language landscape of Nepal's multilingual schools is complicated, with a variety of difficulties and opportunities. The policy of English-medium instruction (EMI) in public schools has been a cause of disagreement, with some viewing it as a beneficial resource for intercultural competency (Saud, 2019) and others viewing it as a new language market that undermines the mother tongue-based multilingual education policy (Saud, 2020).
Because of the socioeconomic and political standing of linguistic minorities, using local languages as the medium of instruction has met with opposition (Phyak, 2013). Languages other than Nepali and English, including pupils' mother tongues, have been prohibited in EMI classrooms, resulting in a socially created linguistic hierarchy (Sah, 2020). These findings show the need for a more inclusive and successful language strategy in Nepal's Terai Region's multilingual schools. 
Multilingual schools play an important role in shaping a region's linguistic and cultural dynamics. They provide a venue for students from various linguistic backgrounds to learn and engage with one another, so promoting linguistic and cultural diversity. The linguistic landscape of schools reflects the school administration's language policies and practices, which can have a substantial impact on students' linguistic identities. 
This study aims to investigate and analyze the linguistic landscape of multilingual schools in Nepal's Terai area. The study will look into the linguistic variety, language policies, and practices in these schools, as well as their impact on students' linguistic identities. The study's findings can help educational officials, administrators, and instructors develop strategies for creating a more welcoming and supportive language environment in multilingual schools. 
The study uses a qualitative method, collecting data from a sample of multilingual schools in the Terai region through interviews, observations, and document analysis. The research will concentrate on the languages found in school signage, instructional materials, and other visible texts. 
Significance of the Study
The research article titled "Linguistic Landscape of Multilingual Schools in the Terai Region of Nepal" carries substantial importance for various reasons:
The Terai region in Nepal is recognized for its extensive linguistic variety, encompassing languages such as Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Tharu spoken by diverse ethnic communities. This investigation presents a thorough examination of the coexistence and representation of these languages within the educational environment of multilingual schools.
Analysis of Language Policies: Through an assessment of the language policies and behaviors within these educational institutions, the study illuminates the influence of official policies on the practical application of languages in classrooms. It underscores discrepancies between policy mandates and actual practices, emphasizing the necessity for policies that acknowledge the linguistic complexities of the student body.
Effects on Students' Linguistic Identities: The study elucidates the impact of varying language policies on the development of students' linguistic identities. Schools that endorse multilingualism support students in preserving their native languages and cultivating a robust sense of identity, while those favoring a single dominant language often marginalize students from linguistic minority backgrounds.
Educational Implications: The results underscore the significance of inclusive language policies in enhancing academic achievements and the overall well-being of students. By fostering linguistic diversity, schools can establish a more nurturing and enriching educational atmosphere.
Recommendations for Policy: The study provides valuable suggestions for policymakers, educators, and administrators to formulate and execute more efficient and inclusive language policies. It advocates for training teachers in multilingual pedagogy and increased community engagement to bolster linguistic diversity.
Contribution to Multilingual Education Research: This study contributes to the expanding body of literature on multilingual education by presenting empirical evidence from a region rich in linguistic diversity. It advances comprehension of the obstacles and possibilities in multilingual educational settings.
Research Objectives
To explore the linguistic diversity present in the multilingual schools situated in the Terai region of Nepal: This objective is aimed at documenting the array of languages that exist within the educational framework and their utilization within the school environment. 
To scrutinize the language regulations and behaviors in these multilingual schools: This encompasses an examination of both the formal language regulations and the practical applications within classrooms to pinpoint any discrepancies or inadequacies.
 To evaluate the influence of language regulations on the linguistic identities of students: This goal concentrates on comprehending the impact of various language regulations on students' capacity to preserve and enhance their native languages as well as their overall self-perception. 
To examine the effect of sociocultural elements on language practices within educational institutions: This task involves an exploration of how social interactions and cultural heritage impact the utilization of diverse languages within the academic setting.
 To offer suggestions for more versatile and adaptable language regulations: Drawing upon the results, the research seeks to propose strategies for formulating language regulations that more accurately represent the linguistic diversity in the area and cater to the educational requirements of students.


Literature Review
The Terai region of Nepal is known for its vast linguistic diversity, with several languages spoken by distinct ethnic tribes. This study aims to investigate the linguistic landscape of multilingual schools in this region, specifically how different languages are represented and used in the educational setting. Understanding the terrain is critical to building effective multilingual education policies and practices.
According to García and Lin (2016), multilingual education promotes cognitive development, cultural awareness, and academic accomplishment. In South Asia, where language diversity is common, multilingual education strategies have been adopted to varied degrees of success (Mohanty, 2009; Panda & Mohanty, 2017). These policies seek to balance indigenous languages with national and international languages, thereby improving students' linguistic and cultural competencies.
Nepal's language policies have evolved to suit shifting political and social circumstances. While the constitution and various educational programs encourage multilingualism, their implementation presents substantial problems (Phyak, 2013; Awasthi, 2004). These problems include a lack of resources, teacher training, and community support, all of which impede effective multilingual integration in the classroom (Poudel and Choi, 2020; Sonak, 2019).
The linguistic landscape of schools includes the apparent and invisible presence of languages in the educational setting (Landry & Bourhis, 1997; Shohamy & Gorter, 2009). According to research, the portrayal of languages in school signage, materials, and interactions greatly impacts students' language learning experiences and attitudes toward different languages (Brown, 2012; Gorter, 2006).
The Terai region's distinct sociolinguistic profile contains a mix of Indo-Aryan and Tibeto-Burman languages, which reflect the region's complex cultural legacy (Yadava, 2007; Gaenszle, 2019). Schools in this region confront unique obstacles in accommodating diversity, such as limited resources and diverse levels of community acceptance of different languages (Gautam, 2020; Maharjan, 2019).
Community and family involvement are critical in promoting multilingual education. Studies have shown that engaging local populations in the establishment and implementation of language policies is critical to ensuring their relevance and sustainability (Hornberger, 2009; Skutnabb-Kangas, 2000). Successful case studies from similar circumstances indicate how community-driven efforts can improve multilingual education (Heugh & Skutnabb-Kangas, 2010).
Methodology
This research aims to analyze the linguistic landscape of multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal using a qualitative approach. The sample will consist of multilingual schools catering to students from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Data will be collected through interviews, observations, and document analysis. Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with school administrators, teachers, and students to gather information on language policies and practices. Observations will be conducted in the school environment, observing languages present in signage, classroom materials, and other visible texts. Document analysis will be used to review school documents to gain insights into language policies and practices. The data will be analyzed using a thematic analysis approach, identifying patterns and themes. The research will adhere to ethical principles, including informed consent, confidentiality, and anonymity. The findings can inform educational policymakers, administrators, and teachers in developing strategies to create a more inclusive and supportive linguistic environment in multilingual schools in the Terai region.
Results
The findings of this study shed light on the linguistic landscape of multilingual schools in Nepal's Terai area. The findings offer insight into the linguistic diversity present in these schools, the language policies and practices implemented, and their impact on students' linguistic identities.
 Moloney (2024) highlights the importance of linguistic diversity in literacy education, highlighting practical teaching ideas in primary and secondary schools. These ideas consider students' social and personal identities, and cultural and linguistic knowledge, and emphasize the need for teachers to understand their students' linguistic makeup and explore global contributions. However, he has discussed the issue of linguistic expertise, but he does not emphasize multilingual languages.
The linguistic diversity in the multilingual schools of the Terai region is significant. The study identified several linguistic languages, including Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Awadhi. These languages reflect the diverse linguistic backgrounds of the students attending these schools. The signage, classroom materials, and other visible texts within the school environment are often multilingual, displaying a mix of these languages.
 The study revealed varied language policies and practices adopted by the multilingual schools in the Terai region. Some schools had explicit language policies that promoted the use of multiple languages in the classroom and encouraged students to maintain and develop their mother tongue. These schools recognized the importance of linguistic diversity and aimed to create an inclusive linguistic environment.
However, other schools had language policies that favored the dominance of Nepali as the medium of instruction and discouraged the use of other languages. These policies often resulted in the marginalization of students' mother tongues and limited opportunities for students to express themselves in their native languages. The linguistic landscape in these schools predominantly displayed Nepali signage and materials, reflecting the preference for Nepali as the dominant language.
 The language policies and practices adopted by the multilingual schools had a significant impact on the linguistic identities of students. In schools that promoted linguistic diversity and encouraged the use of multiple languages, students felt a sense of pride in their mother tongue and were more confident in expressing themselves. They were able to maintain and develop their linguistic identities, contributing to a positive and inclusive school environment.
On the other hand, in schools that favored Nepali as the dominant language, students from non-Nepali linguistic backgrounds often experienced a sense of marginalization. Their linguistic identities were not adequately recognized and supported, leading to a loss of confidence and a diminished sense of self. The linguistic landscape in these schools reinforced the dominance of Nepali, further marginalizing students' mother tongues.
 The findings of this research have implications for educational policymakers, administrators, and teachers in multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal. It is crucial to develop inclusive language policies that recognize and value linguistic diversity. Schools should promote the use of multiple languages in the classroom, allowing students to maintain and develop their mother tongues. The linguistic landscape should reflect this diversity, with signage and materials in multiple languages.
Teachers should receive training and support in multilingual pedagogy, enabling them to effectively teach students from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Additionally, efforts should be made to raise awareness among students, parents, and the wider community about the importance of linguistic diversity and the benefits it brings to the educational experience.
By creating a more inclusive and supportive linguistic environment in multilingual schools, students can develop a strong sense of identity and pride in their mother tongues. This, in turn, can contribute to their overall academic success and well-being.
 The results of this research highlight the linguistic diversity, language policies, and practices in multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal. The findings emphasize the importance of recognizing and valuing linguistic diversity, promoting inclusive language policies, and creating a supportive linguistic environment in these schools. The implications and recommendations derived from this research can inform educational policymakers, administrators, and teachers in developing strategies to foster a more inclusive and supportive linguistic landscape in multilingual schools.
Discussion
The linguistic landscape of multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal reveals a microcosm of the broader sociolinguistic dynamics present in the country. The diversity of languages, including Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri, and Awadhi, reflects the complex and multilingual nature of the student population. This diversity, while enriching the educational experience, also poses significant challenges for the development and implementation of effective language policies and practices that are inclusive and supportive of all students.
One of the primary findings of this study is the dichotomy in language policies across different schools. On one hand, some schools have adopted inclusive language policies that actively promote the use of multiple languages in the classroom, thereby recognizing and valuing the linguistic backgrounds of their students. These schools often encourage students to maintain and develop their mother tongues alongside learning Nepali and English. This approach not only supports the preservation of linguistic diversity but also fosters a sense of pride and confidence among students in their linguistic identities. Students in such environments are more likely to participate actively in classroom activities and exhibit higher levels of academic achievement due to the supportive linguistic atmosphere.
Conversely, other schools exhibit a strong preference for Nepali as the medium of instruction, often to the exclusion of other languages. This monolingual approach can marginalize students who speak languages other than Nepali, as their linguistic identities are neither acknowledged nor nurtured within the school setting. Such policies can lead to a diminished sense of self-worth and confidence among these students, potentially affecting their overall academic performance and well-being. The dominance of Nepali in these schools is often reflected in the linguistic landscape, with signage and educational materials predominantly in Nepali, thereby reinforcing the marginalization of other languages.
The impact of these divergent language policies on students' linguistic identities is profound. In schools that embrace linguistic diversity, students from various linguistic backgrounds feel recognized and valued. They are encouraged to use their mother tongues, which helps in the maintenance and development of their linguistic heritage. This inclusive approach not only boosts their self-esteem but also contributes to a positive and inclusive school environment. In contrast, schools that prioritize Nepali often fail to provide the necessary support for students to express themselves in their native languages, leading to a loss of confidence and a diminished sense of cultural identity.
The findings of this study underscore the need for educational policymakers, administrators, and teachers in the Terai region to adopt more inclusive language policies. It is crucial to create a linguistic environment that reflects and values the diverse linguistic backgrounds of the student population. Schools should promote the use of multiple languages in the classroom and ensure that signage and materials are available in these languages. This can be achieved through comprehensive teacher training programs focused on multilingual pedagogy, which would equip teachers with the skills necessary to effectively teach in a linguistically diverse setting.
Furthermore, raising awareness among students, parents, and the broader community about the importance of linguistic diversity is essential. Community engagement activities, workshops, and seminars can help in fostering an appreciation for linguistic diversity and its benefits. Collaborative efforts among teachers, parents, and community members can support the promotion of multilingual education, ensuring that the linguistic needs of all students are met.
In conclusion, this study highlights the critical importance of recognizing and valuing linguistic diversity in multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal. By developing and implementing inclusive language policies and practices, schools can create a supportive linguistic environment that enhances students' academic success and overall well-being. The insights gained from this research can inform future educational strategies aimed at fostering a more inclusive and supportive linguistic landscape in multilingual schools, ultimately contributing to a more equitable and enriched educational experience for all students.
Implications
1. Language Policies: The study highlights the need for educational policymakers to develop inclusive language policies that recognize and value linguistic diversity in multilingual schools. These policies should promote the use of multiple languages in the classroom and create a supportive linguistic environment for students from diverse linguistic backgrounds.
2. Teacher Training: Teachers in multilingual schools should receive training and support in multilingual pedagogy. This will enable them to effectively teach students from diverse linguistic backgrounds and create an inclusive learning environment that values and supports students' mother tongues.
3. Linguistic Landscape: The linguistic landscape of multilingual schools should reflect the linguistic diversity present in the student body. Signage, materials, and resources should be available in multiple languages to ensure that students feel recognized and supported in their linguistic identities.
Recommendations
1. Develop Inclusive Language Policies: Educational policymakers should work towards developing language policies that promote linguistic diversity and inclusion in multilingual schools. These policies should encourage the use of multiple languages in the classroom and provide support for students to maintain and develop their mother tongues.
2. Provide Teacher Training: Teachers in multilingual schools should receive training in multilingual pedagogy. This training should equip them with the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively teach students from diverse linguistic backgrounds and create an inclusive learning environment.
3. Raise Awareness: Efforts should be made to raise awareness among students, parents, and the wider community about the importance of linguistic diversity and the benefits it brings to the educational experience. This can be done through workshops, seminars, and community engagement activities.
4. Foster Collaboration: Multilingual schools should foster collaboration among teachers, parents, and community members to support and promote linguistic diversity. This can include organizing events, celebrations, and activities that showcase the different languages and cultures present in the school community.
5. Provide Resources: Schools should ensure that resources and materials are available in multiple languages to support students' language development and maintain their linguistic identities. This can include books, learning materials, and technology resources that cater to the diverse linguistic backgrounds of the students.
By implementing these implications and recommendations, multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal can create a more inclusive and supportive linguistic environment. This will enable students to maintain and develop their linguistic identities, leading to improved academic success and overall well-being.
Conclusion
In conclusion, this study sheds light on the language policies and practices in multilingual schools in the Terai region of Nepal. The findings highlight the importance of recognizing and valuing linguistic diversity in these schools and promoting inclusive language policies. Schools that encourage the use of multiple languages in the classroom and create a supportive linguistic environment contribute to students' sense of pride in their mother tongues and their overall academic success and well-being. On the other hand, schools that favor Nepali as the dominant language often marginalize students from non-Nepali linguistic backgrounds, leading to a loss of confidence and a diminished sense of self.
The implications derived from this study have significant implications for educational policymakers, administrators, and teachers in multilingual schools. It is crucial to develop inclusive language policies that recognize and value linguistic diversity, promote the use of multiple languages in the classroom, and create a supportive linguistic environment. Teachers should receive training and support in multilingual pedagogy to effectively teach students from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Additionally, efforts should be made to raise awareness among students, parents, and the wider community about the importance of linguistic diversity and the benefits it brings to the educational experience. By implementing these implications, multilingual schools can foster a more inclusive and supportive linguistic landscape.
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