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I MUST BE ABOUT MY FATHER’S BUSINESS




 “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
- Genesis 3:19

 

PASTOR DARRELL A. JAMES



FORWARD AND DEDICATION

en-tre-pre-neur

A person who organizes and operates a business or businesses, taking on greater than normal financial risks in order to do so.
· Google’s English dictionary, provided by Oxford Languages

RISK “an opportunity for prosperity, absence the presence of God” -  for where God is present, there is no Risk.
· Pastor Darrell A James


-

This book is devoted to all current, hopeful, or prospective entrepreneurs, as well as the service professionals and supportive individuals, who genuinely wish to integrate the divine spiritual laws and principles of entrepreneurship into their lives, work, and future aspirations. 

These spiritually guided teachings are grounded in biblical principles and are especially aimed at those who sincerely aim to influence the world, not for their own gain, but because God has inspired you to create a change. -
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[bookmark: _Toc495876766]Overview

In chapter 2 of the Gospel of Luke chapter 2 records and account where Mary, Joseph and Jesus at the age of twelve traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover with the company of many other family members.  However, when they left for home, they assumed Jesus was somewhere among the multitude of their family, but Jesus actually stayed behind in the temple.  After realizing he was missing, for three (3) days, they return to Jerusalem where they find him in the temple.  Mary says to him, why did he bring this level of stress and worry upon them.  Jesus replied to her and to their amazement those most famous words that would set the course for the future unveiling of his purpose; “49 How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?  The very next verse says 50 And they understand not the saying which he spake unto them.”; however, more interestingly is the emphasis of “must” that Jesus makes in his statement of their concern for him, and the business “must” be attending to.  The Greek word “dei” pronounced “die” implies a necessity to do; as in the doing of what “must” be done according to his purpose. So, the author makes sure that we not only perceive Jesus as the Messiah but also understand his comprehension at twelve (12) years of age, the necessary steps in the process to begin his ministry.  As entrepreneurs many of us, including myself were not initially motivated not by the necessity to fulfill a laundry list of requirements in pursuit of fulfilling our purpose; rather our desires and impulses have been shaped by the world through external powerful influences to use the gift to better ourselves.          

I will begin this discourse with an initial disclaimer that from the onset of my discussions, many of you who are entrepreneurs, or in the process of engaging your gift of entrepreneurship will not immediately synchronize much of what I will be presenting because the prevailing worldview of entrepreneurship has been estranged from its origin in the economy of God.  Simply said, this discourse is as much about “be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” so that the gift of entrepreneurship is reconciled unto God.  So, just as we come to the bible with our presuppositions, it's equally important to know that as an entrepreneur you will also come with capitalistic viewpoints that will support the narrative of your understanding of entrepreneurship.  Hence, you must be willing to put away what you learned about entrepreneurship to be fully reconciled by faith into the faith of being about his business.  I Must Be About My Father Business is essentially about the spiritual development of Jesus [ Luke 2:52 and Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men] over a period of approximately 18 years from the age of 12 to about 30 when his ministry begins according to the chronology in Lukes’s account.  One of the primary and principal objective outcomes of this discourse is aimed to facilitate the spiritual transformation from the present worldview of entrepreneurship to a God-perspective of entrepreneurship that reconciles the activities of our faith in our business affairs, with the faith of the author and finisher of all faith.  Considering this perspective, I will begin by defining my use of the word faith as it is often used in context with a person’s belief and/or belief system.   However, when I speak of faith, I am not speaking of that which I believe but rather the activities, the working of the faith formula in pursuit of that which is hoped for.  In bible study, I always unpack faith as defined in Hebrews 11:1 as an internal power operating on a vision, which one hopes to accomplish.  Therefore, faith is comprised of a hope not yet manifested and the press or laboring in that hope to bring it about.  So that faith in Christ, is not just believing in Christ, or what Jesus can do, or even has done; but putting faith in Christ is the contribution of an individual’s measure of faith (internal power) in participating in the vision and/or hope as it is taught, foreshadowed, and preached by Jesus (the Kingdom).  To this point, I am hopeful that the reader will concede that the world conceived by God and the vision of Jesus for the merger of the Kingdom of God on earth is analogous to the concept of an individual having “faith in Christ”.  In other words “faith in Christ” hands over your power into his vision.   So, accept it, refine it, or reject it, however, this is the foundation of this book, which is also the cornerstone upon which the Church itself was established.  To this end, I will also suggest as a theological premise for the phrase “God so loved the world” that the business Jesus speaks of necessitates not only the recruitment of his initial disciples, their preparation and commission into the world but that salvation including the cross itself is also incidental to the primary business of the father that Jesus spoke off; and by no means is the impact and significance of the cross made shallow but rather the cross becomes a necessary means to achieve the business of the father in harvesting citizens for the Kingdom.  It is therefore the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that the plan of salvation is hinged on; and while we don’t have any account of the life of Jesus over a span of 18 years, the presentation of Jesus beginning his ministry surely reflects a life of preparation when you take into account the miracles he performed, his advanced level of teachings, and the skillful accounts of his discourse among the most elite of the learned class and his obedience to the cross.  Some might consider this point to just be mere speculation, however, I would suggest that it is highly improbable that the undocumented accounts of Jesus life leading up to the beginning his ministry at age 30, would not be fully in accordance with his statement at the age of 12, “I must be about my father’s business”.  All things considered; I would also suggest that the entire bible from Genesis to Revelation is the unfolding of a business plan.  The teachings of the late Dr. Miles Monroe are rooted in a theological discourse that describes the bible as a story of the Sovereign God, who creates a type of Man in his own image and likeness.  He teaches the man and then appoints him as his king on earth, giving the man the authority from heaven to colonize the earth and bring all the earth and its inhabitants under his rulership.  The teaching further proport that the colonization is so that the culture of heaven becomes the culture of the earth. When you conduct an intellectual analysis of the story, we find that the man, who was 1) made by God, 2) anointed by God and 3) then appointed by God, is the single source point of failure between the administration of Gods directives and the man’s own desire to pursue his own ambition. In this analysis, any intelligent entrepreneur would assume either God is a very poor planner or that this cataclysmic fall in appointed leadership was in-fact foreshadowing and a part of the plan as designed by God.  Obviously, I personally submit to the latter, in which “the fall” was a necessary event within the scope of the entire plan, as well as other significant events such as the flood and the plan of salvation, which again are all but milestones of a greater objective.  Another observation is that the nature of God appears systematic and is hinged on the premise of his goodness and righteousness.   Accordingly, the bible seems to carefully document a plethora of details concerning the wickedness and unrighteousness nature of the fallen man whose deeds would ultimately be a witness against him.  In the end however, the system of justice that can condemn the man in his unrighteous nature of man is designed to recreate the man as a new being by the power of the placebo.    As an entrepreneur, we will examine many of the concepts, biblical precepts, and principles that seem to govern the desired outcomes of the business dealings of the Kingdom.  However, I will state for the record, that all the principles, laws, and precepts put forth in this book have been proven out and deemed worthy of clinical trials in the laboratory of your business endeavors.  

In his book entitled “In the Beginning Was Information” Dr. Werner Gitt states, “Theories endeavor to explain facts in a unified representation of models and hypotheses. To put it briefly, a theory is a scientific statement based on empirical findings. Since empirical results are seldom final, theories are of a provisional nature, and the inherent hypothetical element inevitably causes uncertainty – in the best case, a statement can be made in terms of specific probabilities.  Theories are therefore a means of tying observed facts together, and the best theories are those which attain this objective with the least number of inconsistencies.”  Like any other theorem, this discourse also aims to establish the “essence of entrepreneurship” as a spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit by which the “WORD”, of God is activated as a communal life force in the emergence of the Kingdom of God.  This discourse further aims to provide a spiritual foundation of the knowledge, the ingenuity and guiding laws and principals upon which every entrepreneur should be reconciling this amazing gift of grace both into and unto the knowledge of God.  With over 35 years as an entrepreneur, I have learned that the reconciliation of my giftedness to God necessitates the long-term sustainability of every act of co-creation endeavored.   Absent the reconciliation of the gift to God, every entrepreneur will experience the continuous cycle of life and death in their endeavors.  This is because any creation of man, absent of the co-laboring spirit of God, who is the divine source of creativity will be subjected to death because outside of God all things are temporal.   When the conscience of an entrepreneur is reconciled unto God, the gift of entrepreneurship flows from the entrepreneur into the world as an act of God’s grace.  Those of us who are endowed with the gift, are enjoined not only with each other as a pilar in the temple but also, we are enjoined with the divine nature of the “WORD” and in this union we not only partake of the divine nature, but it also sanctifies our vision yielding the long-term sustainability of grace upon our vision.  The grace of reconciliation purges the entrepreneurs’ vision from every aspect of sinfulness that can bring forth its death in creation.  Simply put, most visions begin in the spirit of love but die in selfishness of personal ambition.  Through the grace of reconciliation, all visions are codified in the Kingdom and as Sons, we become established by the purity of the eternal “WORD”.  

Lastly, it is also important to note that these teachings are also fundamental principles of life that can be applied across all disciplines in life.  So, if you are an aspiring doctor, a social worker, a teacher, a lawyer or an entrepreneur, the expressions of your abilities should be divine in nature and used to the Glory of the Father.  It is, therefore, my sincere hope that these lessons, principles, and spiritual laws will serve to benefit and empower everyone in their pursuit of purpose as we all seek to unveil the riches of God’s grace bestowed upon us. I especially hope that every entrepreneur and business professional, who has given their life, to share in the ministry of Christ, that all business activities will be reconciled and rooted in his purpose, so that in your season, you will remain fruitful, despite market conditions, world circumstances, and the ebbs and flows of this present-day economy. 
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[bookmark: _Toc491191477][bookmark: _Toc491440633][bookmark: _Toc495876768]Be fruitful and multiply. 
“And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:28).  Often misinterpreted, this declaration by God was not a commandment for humanity to carry out per se, as a set of instructions for them to do; but it was the spoken “WORD”, being knowledge of their purpose.  And since it was the knowledge of purpose, fruitfulness would be a natural consequence of their existence as sentient beings born of the light.  Even as entrepreneurs, being fruitful is not something that we do, but it’s inherent in our design.  Simply put, all the faculties and abilities of our reproductive systems including the natural desires that drive us to pro-create are baked into our very existence.  It is important to understand that being fruitful is also multi-dimensional “WORD”, in that it encompasses the totality of our physical and spiritual existence.  In other words, this blessing by God was not just a command for the populating of the earth, but the endowment of the physical host to become a servant to the internal spirit abiding.   The fruitful blessedness of the physical also reveals to those enlightened, the divine essence of our spiritual existence so that in this illumination we would utilize the power of being fruitful in all our endeavors.  The results of this knowledge make us fruitful in our vision, our thinking, fruitful in our labor, our ambitions and ultimately fruitful in purpose as we were established.  As entrepreneurs, many of us spend our lives exchanging our gifts and talents to generate money and wealth; we have become master marketers, skilled in distribution, wealth accumulation, innovation and developing new ways to increase our abundance without realizing that all our endeavors absent the spirit of life only gives birth to poverty, the polar twin of abundance.  However, an entrepreneur, whose eyes have been opened by regeneration of the Holy Spirit can discern that all wealth comes from the unified spirit of life, residing in us all and that “WORD” or “knowledge of abundance” is enough for all; so, that from “the all”, comes enough for “the all”.  In the book of Deuteronomy 8:18 the word of God say’s “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.”  This verse helps us to understand that the power we have is not earned or acquired but it is by the spirit. To, this end, it is important for the entrepreneur to mentally process the differences of power derived from the eternal “WORD” of being fruitful and the perceive nature of power acquired through accumulation of physical substance that is temporal in their existence.  There is a subset of the plan of salvation in which Jesus prepares his disciples for the harvesting of souls which is of obvious value to him.  Jesus, spoke to his disciples, his marketing, sales and distribution network, of their being eternally fruitful; in John 15:16 he says to those he plans to commission as a part of his plan “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain:”. This commentary presents the state of wealth, as being eternal and not temporal in its nature if established by God in those Chosen; biblically this is often expressed as “the anointed”.  In the same regard, the purpose of an entrepreneur is like that of the seed of an apple or any other type of seed that God has created.  Every seed has been programmed with instructions from the “WORD” to become what it has been established and purposed to be.  The potential of the seed is realized through an act of grace such as planting, watering, weeding, etc., where again the “WORD” has pre-established and defined the mechanism by which a series of activities set into motion the initial process scientifically called germination.  Germination is just the beginning of the process of transforming a seed into a tree, a plant, or other vegetation.   The same process is how every entrepreneur establishes their vision beginning with the germination of the ideas along with corresponding events and the availability of required resources that bring forth the idea.  I will discuss this thought in detail in chapters to come; but for now, and even more significant is the knowledge that all seeds are designed, created and established for a purpose.  Seeds have not come into being through random chances of evolutionary mutations; but rather according to the taxonomic descriptors in the book of Genesis, it is the “WORD” that establishes the variations of every kind of seed.  Likewise, the variable seeds of thought encapsulated in the mind of the entrepreneur operate by the same principles. However, it’s not just our mental seed of creativity but entrepreneurs themselves are seeds comprised of the same level of diversity and genetic variations within the entrepreneurial family.  So, just as seeds of the flesh will produce a variety of fleshly desires, likewise seeds of the spirit will produce the varieties of the unified spirit.  The Bible records in Ephesian 4, there are many types of Godly-Men, who are born of God but with a particular purpose in creation.   The scripture conveys, to some he established to be prophets, priests, preachers, teachers, and so on.  It is this diversity of God's power that reveals the type of seed needed in every season to accomplish his will; to this end, we can all discover and fulfill our unified purpose.  I am not suggesting that an entrepreneur is more significant because all seeds that emerge from the death of Christ are purposed in some way to be a new creation to bring forth the eternal fruits of God.  So, the divine essence of “to Be Fruitful and Multiply,” as I established from the onset is to live out our purpose and in doing so, we are established as the branches producing a kind of fruit that Christ would yield in himself as the tree of life.   Another aspect of being fruitful is that the fruit itself is just the overflow of the internal abundance of the substance of life that flows from branch to branch.  Entrepreneurs must also be mindful that while their fruitfulness comes from within as a branch, it is not the entrepreneur who producing the substance that flows within us but rather they are the conduits through which the purpose and will of God is made manifest in the world.  







The Principle of Oneness in Diversity 

In the Book of Revelation chapter 22 verse 1-2 there is an interesting passage that puzzled me for some time and it reads “In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” I am not an academic purest, but I am careful not to impose any of my own spiritual dogma into the text. Especially, knowing that Ancient Near East “ANE” Hebraic thought is vastly estranged from that of Greek thought, and the task of exegeting New Testament metaphors and symbolic new world descriptors against the nuances of a Hellenized Jewish culture is challenging.  For example, the use of twelve (12) throughout scripture presents a multiple of to unravel via this verse in context with ANE thought was difficult not because I couldn’t find similar uses of,   I was drawn to and what I received was overwhelming humbling.  First, it should be apparent that the tree of life represents the divine nature of Christ, and the vision of John sees the tree of life with its roots on both sides of the river which flows in the middle of the city but preceding from the throne of God and the throne of the Lamb.  In other words, the river of life is the spirit flowing as a singular source into a new Jerusalem; and the tree which is anchored or rooted on both sides of the river, conveys the union of the two hemispheres (thrones) of consciousness flowing from above. The tree is the unified mind of consciousness flowing into the new Jerusalem or the new creation.  God's polarity of life, yin and yang now becomes a singular tree anchored in unity with itself.  It’s an expression of unity on both sides of the river.  However, in the tree amid the street, there is diversity, the multiplicity of the singular spirit, expressing itself in diverse ways.  As an entrepreneur, the diversity of the singularity entails a wide spectrum of spiritual capabilities ranging from marketing, sales, accounting, distribution, customer support, and so on.  However, I was so enthralled with the concept of a variety of fruit coming from a single type of tree that I could not grasp the spiritual meaning beyond that of a farcical notion.     to sales  reconcile this     the internal blessings of life that God has allowed to flow from within ourselves that will be a blessing to others; so that they whom eat from the tree of life, will multiplying the goodness of God by sowing the seeds of our fruit; this is the Law of Grace at work.  But it doesn’t end there, because, unlike other living creatures, mankind was created in the image of God, a living proxy of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:26-28), here on earth.  As the image of God, we function as co-laborers with the Creator to collaboratively fulfill the mission from which God’s initial vision was established; this is not to suggest that God needs us; however, it does communicate the following:

1) we are born of His vision [the elect]; 
2) we have His breath (energy) in our persons; and 
3) we have been uniquely made and 
4) set apart as righteous people, to be righteous in our judgment. 
5) we were given dominion over the earth. 
6) we serve a purpose in creation

It is, therefore, our duty as entrepreneurs to walk in our purpose so that our labor and our fruitful output will be in solidarity with the rest of the Kingdom.  As entrepreneurs, every day we bear witness to the complex nature in which everything in creation works harmoniously together to provide the exchange of resources needed to sustain the existence of every living thing.  As an example, let’s take the sun which is at the center of our solar system.  The sun does not only provide the earth with its light, and its warmth, but it is also our primary source of energy used for the continuous exchange and transformation of resources.  Without the sun, plants and many other vegetation, would not be able to go through the process called photosynthesis, where they synthesize carbon dioxide and chlorophyll for food releasing oxygen as a waste product for humans and other mammals to intake.  As the master architect and creator of this perfect and divine system, God has graciously established these transactions and a myriad of others for the harmonious existence and exchange of resources for life here on earth.  


Most entrepreneurs are very good at interrogating their ideas in an attempt to find holes, faults, and obstacles that would subvert their vision.  As kindred spirits they are also collaborative and helpful to other visionaries in analyzing, testing, validating, and improving upon ideas. This is why most inventors are scientists and huddle together in laboratories sharing in their gifts to bring forth new ideas.  However, when the same entrepreneurial minds approach the bible, they depart from the very gifts that make them entrepreneurs including but not limited to; needs assessment (purpose), proof of concept, design analysis, configuration, dependencies, and resource availability.  In other words, instead of the biblical text being viewed under the scrutiny of an amazing God doing amazing things, when we shift our lenses to how this vision of God works and what are the necessary devices needed to drive it, we enter into the laboratory of creation not as a skeptic of the “WORD” but under the residency and apprenticeship of the very practice of creation that we are continuously pursuing. 


So, let’s revisit Genesis 1:26 as an example  “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”    As entrepreneurs, we know from the text that the humans God made was commanded to be fruitful, to multiply, to subdue [bring under control] the earth, and to have dominion over everything that lives on and in the earth.  But have we ever wondered how God intended for the operation of man subduing the entire earth and everything in it including the sea and the atmosphere above it?   Provisionally, this was a very tall order and even more interestingly, the technology by which this vision would be possible would draw anyone into investigating how this would be accomplished. As identified previously, the “WORD” spoken was not a set of instructions but rather the verbal declaration of the knowledge of what man was ordained, scientifically designed to accomplish.  Just as being fruitful was ordained (programmed) in the man’s design, so was the ability to subdue the earth and every living thing in it.  The technology which we even use today to control, to connect, to communicate and to direct the activities of our society to meet our needs.  At a very high level we should be somewhat familiar with the fact that there is a continuous energy field that emanates within and around us and that energy operates on what we scientifically know as frequencies and vibration with many modes of transmission from electromagnetic to radio wave.  So, rather it’s an EKG machine recording the electrical signals of our heart, or a cell phone converting vocal sound waves the transmitting them inside of radio signals connected to someone a thousand miles away; the knowledge, we have obtained has clearly demonstrated our ability, as designed, to dial into the frequency of all living things, including ourselves.  So, living our purpose as designed, our energy, more commonly referred to as the spirit, can transmit and resonate with every living thing in creation.  This level of universal subjugation as ordained in Genesis, is what I believe has pioneered the research in the effects of consciousness on quantum physics.    From the simple ability to consciously detect the mood of a person without observation or change the mood of an audience from hostile to friendly; the unique design of our “being” is what enables us to serve as an ontological proxy for the conscious stream of God into creation, fully capable of subduing everything on the earth, not by force or might, but by design. So, the ability to operate at this capacity is not a stretch of the imagination as evidenced by the emergence of technologies which include neuroprosthetic devices that interact with the body’s nervous system.  The study of the human body and its systems had enabled inventors with expanded knowledge to co-create on a much wider spectrum of technology like quantum computers, artificial neurons, and AI.  Unlike the systems of the past where we needed to manually reboot a system, purge, optimize, and protect devices from viruses and so on, the current technological capabilities are built into self-sustaining models.   Thus, the capability for any system to be self-sustaining, and function in tandem with other external technologies is akin to humanity building the mechanics of “peace” in the operations of a network of systems.  It is also this very application of God-like principles into our technology that begs to question why humanity itself as a global network of god-like machinery fails to operate by the same principals and laws that we design our own machinery.  It’s a stretch of the imagination, however, as an entrepreneur, I would suggest that it is the ultimate fear of enslavement or being subservient that keeps a potentially unified system divided against itself.   In any system, peace is not only required for stability, and optimal performance of the system but it also necessitates that the “consciousness of peace” is institutionalized, managed, and directed throughout the entire system (as our central nervous system), so that an inherit objective of every system and its subs, is the well-being of other systems.  Live or die, the body is one.  In this model, there is no greater example than that of the human body, and how we use “CBC panels” and other biological tests to determine the imbalances and stress on the body’s organs.  When undesired food, or foreign entities, enters the human body, the system initiates an internal war against the invasion to bring it back to its peace (homeostasis).  Similarly, in the book of Genesis, when undesired data entered the hemispheres of Adam’s consciousness, the peaceful operations of his initial programming, although pre-known and preplanned, was subverted, his provisional power was cutoff, and now humanity is a war with itself and the world it was charged to subdue.  It is the peace of God flowing from within us, that equips humanity with the ability to regulate and subdue the affairs of the world and everything in it as proxy agents of God.  However, when our consciousness is infected, we reboot into a new life of our own, akin to AI gone rogue.  Life and Death, which are but polar states of existence of life, overshadows our purpose (the light of being) and so we live in the shadows of death and the eternal power, which regulates everything, cannot be realized in us and through us, so all creation becomes subjugated to our instability, fear, and uncertainty. The Psalmist said it this way in Psalms 82:5 “They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.” 
So, as we move through this poential of God power that we possess.  If not arrived, every vested entrepreneur will come to realize that to be fruitful and to multiply are both physical and spiritual constructs of human existence.  The fruit we bear in the flesh, being our offspring and the fruit, we bear in the spirit being our vision.  As entrepreneurs and practitioners of opportunities we also come to understand that beyond our innate abilities to dream and manifest dreams, it is ultimately the purpose of vision, and the “will” that determines from which tree we are branched and subsequently the type of fruit that we will bear. Understanding the mechanics of our entrepreneurial capabilities in God is great but more importantly, our mastery of the nature of peace that that establishes us in the long-term sustainability of the Kingdom is paramount to our being.  In Matthew 7:15-20 concerning the nature of peace and the forces of opposition, Jesus said this “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” In short, our ability to be fruitful, is inherit in our design but absent the peace of God, we will function as an enemy.  It is the nature of a false prophet to dismantle the peace, that flows from the systems above into the systems below, making it stable, functional, and fruitful.  So, in every state of our vision, every milestone of our development and opportunities to use the gifts of entrepreneurship we need to pray to align, refine and verify our vision so that we are not operating in conflict with the source.  The alignment of vision objectives begins in our heart so that we can be fruitful in our purpose that was established in Him. 
[bookmark: _Toc491191478][bookmark: _Toc491440634]
[bookmark: _Toc495876769]Examine your heart 
The nature of entrepreneurship incorporates a spectrum of divine godly powers that when provoked into their distinct activities by the heart’s desire, constitutes a Genesis, in the beginning Elohim.     This gift is not only awesome but also Holy; and the one distinguishing feature of the Holiness of the gift, is its eternal power to reconcile itself back into God leaving the misappropriation of its powers as a wasteland.  Malichi 3:6 says “For I am the LORD, I change not:” The immutable qualities of God are also in the gifts of God, as are bound to the eternal nature of God and express themselves as the eternal fruits of his spirit.  Like many gifts, but not all gifts, the gift of entrepreneurship has been used to graft in vision(s) that are not cultivated from the vine. As entrepreneurs it is the reconciliation and synchronization of the heart of our vision that will deem it temporal or eternal.  Once we can consciously acknowledgement the gift in terms of being our offering to humanity, by conscience we moved to align our skills, gifts, and talents with the purposeful mission that God has established within us.  This alignment and/or synchronization only occurs when the entrepreneur reconciles a purpose of vision with the eternal “WORD”.  Only through the process of reconciliation can we identify the source, the heart of the vision.  A part of this process, which we will also visit in later chapters in greater detail, are the methods used to detect and measures a vision for communicable interest, communicable gains, and the general well-being of society at large.  In this sense, an entrepreneur’s vision becomes a subsystem within a greater system under the watch care.   Kind of like a universe within a multiverse that is isolated due to its current dysfunctional state of operations.  It’s like a vision conceived going through Gods clinical trials.  This process should not be subverted or taken lightly by an entrepreneur because as humans we have become skillful at grafting lies into the pillars of truth.   So, a primary function of the gift of entrepreneurship lies in the heart of vision; but what is the heart of a vision? Can a vision have a heart or is vision just a means to an end that is being expressed metaphorically as the heart.  Then again, the heart can mean the life force of the vision, meaning its purpose or intent; or the vision itself can be the heart by which all things have life.  As an entrepreneur it is of vital importance that we have command of the heart of our vision to determine the capacity, the serviceability, acceptance, integrated purpose, self and integrated management, and the distribution of its life-giving substance; and since we will be injecting our ideas as subsystems into the global network of our society the heart of the vision need in depth examination.  To build on this, let's examine our general understanding of the human heart as an organ in support of man as a vison.  The heart is often narrowly viewed as a major functioning organ supporting of the life of human beings and other animals; for centuries, the heart was considered to solely be one of the major organs of the body, responsible for circulating blood and carrying oxygen and other nutrients to all the other organs and cells throughout the body.  However, the Bible and its authors of priest, psalmist, and prophets, have clearly defined the heart in a much greater context of its function and operability.  Over the last couple of decades scientists have discovered that the heart is not only the first organ in the cycle of human development, but it is also the center of our intuitive intelligence.  Scientific research has not only advanced this understanding through studies of the heart and mind but has also confirmed that there is a complex neural network of 40,000 nerons located on top of the heart and that this network is the center of our intelligence also characterized as the heart-brain.  For many years, we have assumed that the brain was the center of all human intelligence, operating as the command center and the primary source of communication to all of the other organs in our body, including the heart.  However, years of research and testing has concluded that the heart-brain transmits more information to the brain than the brain does to the heart (Rollin McCraty 3).  The heart also has the largest electromagnetic field which registers five thousand (5,000) times stronger than the brain.  This knowledge about the heart, is very significant to all people of faith, especially, the entrepreneur because we know that the bible places a considerable amount of emphasis on the heart.  A quick Bible word count reveals that in the King James Version alone, the word "heart" appears 830 times, making it number five (5) on the most frequent words used in scripture list.  However, there are only five scriptures that I believe can speak about the heart in a manner that helps us to understand how important our heart is to God in its multi-dimensional use.  These scriptures are, Proverbs 4:3, Ezekiel 11:19, Ezekiel 36:26, Jeremiah 31:33, and Hebrews 8:10.  Read them for yourselves, as these scriptures in their totality, describe the deepness in which God characterizes our heart not a physical entity but a spiritual entity.  In some scripture he advises us to guard what goes into it, other passages he promises us a new heart made of flesh and not of stone, and again other passages suggest he will be storing his commandments in our heart.   In regard, to the nature of the heart according to recent scientific discoveries, we know that the function of our heart is not limited to being an organ supply blood but that the heart is the center of our intuitive intelligence; it is the source of inner knowing of ourselves and everything else that was created by God.  It is because of scientific advancement in our study of the heart that the believer can boast that science is now bearing witness to what God had already revealed to us from the beginning.  It is also a reconciliation of the purpose of the heart, which continues to seal us in our faith and the trust we have in His “WORD”, being his complete knowledge of all things.  So, to the credit of bible, what many had considered to be just poetry, or metaphoric expressions about the heart, is in fact, the truth.  Take a look at the scriptures below, and rethink them with this new understanding:

· “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10).
· “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me” (John 14:1).
· “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart[a] brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45).
· “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Psalm 37:4).
· “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).
· “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9)

Each of these verses speaks of the heart, and not the brain, as the source of human consciousness.  There are also many other bible passages that provide ancient insight into the heart, mind and brain phenomena but more importantly, it is evident, according to a more literal interpretation of scripture in this regard, that the heart is the central place of our conscious mind and is capable of communicating. More interestingly is that while many scientist are not theist, their research and finding actually support the bibles claims once viewed as metaphors.  Today we know that the brain and the mind are not the same and are very distinct from each other.  The brain being a physical organ comprised of cells, nerves  erve as a  most interesting The scriptures bear witness that God speaks to our heart even as the world speaks to our heart which has an impact on mind.    For those of you who may have known this by spiritual discernment, you can consider this as evidence or a validation of what you understand and believed in your heart and have accepted as truth in your being.  For the entrepreneur, this is not only an important acknowledgment, but it will also explain the inner turmoil that we face when we operate out of the will of God.  It is our heart that motivates us and it is our heart that keeps us determined, despite the doubt that shapes our consciousness [world view]enters into our mind by external forces.  It is our heart from which flows all of our issues and concerns (Proverbs 4:23).  So as Christian Entrepreneurs, we begin our journey with self-examination: We examine our intent, our motives, and our objectives, and if we find anything that we perceive to be wrong, we should pause and look inwardly. We then look towards heaven in prayer for resolution and how to proceed because our heart must be whole and right with God for our business to be prosperous.  The Bible tells us in Proverbs, 23:7 “for where the heart is; so is he” meaning, where the heart is, the mind will follow.  So, that even if only a small portion of our heart is not fully committed to God, this is enough to room to give the spirit of doubt and distrust, the ability to sow seeds of uncertainty into the heart, which will always manifest itself in our thinking and then our behavior.  It is for this very reason, why we begin with examining our heart; because the Christian Entrepreneur must be whole and unwavering.  In Rev 3:16 God said that he prefers us “hot” or “cold” because being lukewarm, he wants to spit us out.  It is our uncertainty that is undesirable to God, because, a warm heart, is like a man who is indecisive and he sits on the fence; however, a heart that is either hot or cold is decisive and can be used effectively and efficiently.  The Apostle Paul was a person of this quality, and we see how God ultimately used a man that was 100% cold but made him hot for Christ.  So, in our business endeavors, we must have a heart that is ready for God, wholeheartedly and without compromise to be effective in our mission and our purpose.      
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Principles, Values and Characteristics of Christian Entrepreneurs







[bookmark: _Toc491191480][bookmark: _Toc491440636]Core Entrepreneurial Assessment  
A core assessment is the first thing every Christian Entrepreneur should do before engaging in a business venture.  The outcome of this core assessment can remove years of frustration and financial burdens that can impact the life of the entrepreneur and those supporting the business venture by determining the individual’s readiness.  This core assessment is based on three (3) major competencies that work together to define an entrepreneur: Vision, Create and Harvest.
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Vision, Create and Harvest are critical core assessments because many people may be visionaries or even creators; however, if they do not have the ability to harvest on the vision or what they created, then they are not complete entrepreneurs.  Simply put, if you are a creator and do not possess the ability to harvest, which includes the ability to sell, distribute and monetize a product or service, you are limited as an entrepreneur.  An entrepreneur must have the ability to develop the infrastructure and the mechanisms to harvest and monetize on whatever is he or she creates.  Entrepreneurs are not simply problem-solvers and innovators; they are the executors of their vision, and they establish the infrastructure to support the exchange and delivery of their goods or services. 

For example, let's examine the creator of the first cell phone.  The act of creating the cell phone would indeed make the person a "creator," or an "inventor." However, unless that person can create the market for who will buy this phone, establish the distribution channels where can it be bought, determine the cost, wholesale, and retail pricing, data plans, serviceability, and upgrades, then he cannot be considered an entrepreneur. This process of entrepreneurship is what we call "harvesting" the vision.

Each of these competencies which has been marvelously revealed in scripture, are also primary functions in the facilitation of what Jesus meant when he said he must be about his Father's business ("Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business” [Luke 2:49]). Let’s examine these principles as the process workflow of Jesus as an entrepreneur.

The Vision
1. God Has Vision – The Light – The Christ (Vision is not a created thing; it is consciousness.)
The Creation
2. All things were created by God through Christ. 
The Sowing
3. By and through Abraham, God sowed the seed of faith into the nations.
The Harvest
4. The Word is made flesh, Jesus the Christ.
5. Jesus recruited the Twelve (12) disciples for harvesting the seeds of Abraham sowed into the nations.
6. Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness and atonement of sin.
7. Jesus now commissioned the Twelve (12) disciples to go into the world/nations, harvesting God’s people, sown by the faith of Abraham, baptizing them into the business plan, and then equipping them to go forth and do the same. 

The objective here is not to trivialize or take the holiness in the work of creation and salvation and make it appear as a business plan. However, the objective is to show Christian Entrepreneurs that the source of our creative abilities and our efforts as harvesters come as the results of the "light of Christ" from which we are born.  These abilities are instinctive to us; however, we must always survey our heart for righteousness in the application of these gifts.


[bookmark: _Toc491191481][bookmark: _Toc491440637][bookmark: _Toc495876771]Values of the Christian Entrepreneur
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we engage in the business of cultivating, trading, distributing, delivering, marketing, educating, teaching, training and developing resources.  We embark on a lifestyle of innovation which comes through our observation, evaluation and our determination to improve the way we live.  When we see gaps in processes and lack of resources within our growing communities, we create new ways to fill these gaps and develop new tools and methods that innovate the way we live.  However, when we deviate from the light of our being, which is our purpose, we can become easily seduced by external influences, unseen powers, which shift our focus from the inward purpose driven life to the outward pursuit of wealth.  When this happens, our innovations are driven by profits instead of purpose and mission.   As Christian Entrepreneurs, our core inner values are intrinsically tied to our purpose, so when we deviate, the light of our internal system of values goes dim.  So instead of our innovation being an advancement to support our purpose and ultimately God's mission, we find ourselves living in a regressive state [backsliding].  The light of this point I am making can be seen in the following example of human innovation:

1. The treatment of illnesses in the world has shifted from the medical provisioning of homeopathic remedies [natural herbs] which actually serves to heal to the endeavors of the pharmaceutical industry to manufacture and create medicine for distribution and sale.  So, when the focus is shifted from the purpose of healing to the monetization of individual well-being, a battle ensued to be the first on the market with a product.  The industry has become so motivated by profits that it has influenced public regulatory agencies like the FDA, which were initially designed to protect consumers by regulating what medicine is approved for medical doctors.  The question then becomes how are plants, herbs or roots not FDA approved when God gave every herb of the field for food and medicine.  In this case, so-called human innovation and social advancements have trumped God's provision.

2. Mothers in past generations where told that breastfeeding was a primitive and an uncivilized act and that their newborn babies should be given baby formula and cow’s milk to ensure that they had the proper nutrients for adequate growth and development.  So, many mothers abandoned their natural God-given abilities in exchange for man's innovation.  Even today, with all of the knowledge we have, new products are still being created and still thrive on the innovation because we exchanged the God-established truth for a lie of convenience (Romans 1:25).

To this end, one of the primary objectives of Christian Entrepreneurs is to examine the nature of their business to ensure that they align themselves with the light of God.  This may be a very challenging proposition to many Christian Entrepreneurs because many of us have already established businesses that provide some product or service that may be in conflict with our faith. When this occurs, Christian Entrepreneurs must make some sacrifices to find balance in their offering.  We will discuss how this works when we study the Law of Sacrifice in a later chapter.  
[bookmark: _Toc491191482][bookmark: _Toc491440638][bookmark: _Toc495876772]Counting the Cost
In Luke 14:25-33 Jesus communicates the cost of discipleship: 
And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulted whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

The principle of this lesson is that Jesus defines what it takes not just to be a disciple, but also what it takes to build one.  In this presentation of Jesus to the multitude, he communicates the spirit of unfailing commitment and allegiance to the call. He states that without this commitment, a person cannot be His disciple.  In similar respects, the entrepreneurial spirit is so powerful, that when it comes alive in your person, it is awakening the unfailing and determined spirit to execute.  This determination will be both a blessing and a curse in the life of an entrepreneur and only with the heart of God can he or she self-regulate and temper their ambition. It is a blessing in that the entrepreneur's internal resolve is fortified and their faith is strengthened in each endeavor.  On the other hand, it can become a curse when the entrepreneur is so blinded by ambition, that it leads them to financial burdens and hardship, creating undesirable pitfalls.  As a result, it is essential that every Christian Entrepreneur count the cost of starting and operating a kingdom business, and the details of the cost should be both reviewed and analyzed as follows:

· Is this opportunity in line with my purpose?  
· Is this business opportunity in line with my faith?
· Will this opportunity have an adverse impact on my family’s stability?
· What are the resources that I need?
· Who are the customers?
· Who is already servicing the space?
· How does my entering the space impact others?
· What is the financial opportunity?
· How much startup capital do I need?
· What is my burn rate?
· Should I consider debt financing?
· Should I buy or lease my equipment?
· Who are the people that this opportunity will impact, positively?
      and adversely?
· What is the value of my business?

[bookmark: _Toc491191483][bookmark: _Toc491440639][bookmark: _Toc495876773]Defining Business Value
For any business to be successful, it must have a product or service that provides value to the end-user, the recipient; but before we can provide customer value, we must have a clear understanding of what value means.  In an article published in the Harvard Business Review by James C. Anderson and James A. Narus, value is defined in business markets as the worth in monetary terms, of the technical, economic, service, and social benefits a customer or company receives in exchange for the price it pays for a market offering.  As a Christian Entrepreneur, this is one of the most important assessments you will undergo when establishing your business; and it's called "Business Value Modeling."  This is significant because as a Christian Entrepreneur, you should not only establish the business value and how to market it, but you also must align the business value with the core principles of your faith.   Many Christian Entrepreneurs, as well as business professionals, often find that the value they are projecting and marketing conflicts with their faith; and they struggle for years, trying to reconcile their livelihood with their faith.   The primary reason for this conflict arises because traditional business standards express value in monetary terms instead of by principles of our faith in Christ.  
[bookmark: _Toc491191484][bookmark: _Toc491440640][bookmark: _Toc495876774]Measuring Business Value
Once a unit of value is determined, you must have a way of measuring it, and traditional business methodologies use various techniques, including what is known as the value point system or other systems of scoring based on layered value categorization.  However, for the Christian Entrepreneur, it is important that the measure of business value determination is also aligned with the light of his or her being in Christ Jesus, which we will discuss in detail in the next section. This process of measurement for the Christian Entrepreneur should occur during the planning phase, and should incorporate examples and illustrations that reflect the values of the Christian faith:

· Harmonious - does not create or produce conflict
· Transformational - creates or supports growth
· Reproductive – fruitful
· Succession – supports future generations

It’s equally important to understand that business value is not the same for everyone.  People [consumers] are different; their needs are not all the same; and they are also driven and motivated by many different variables which determine what they deem to be valuable.  For example, a person who is 60 years old will not share all the same values as a person who is 30 years of age.  Christian Entrepreneurs must always be conscious of who they are servicing and the many variables that impact what is important to their consumers of goods and services. Some examples include:

	· Cost
	· Uniqueness

	· Exclusivity
	· Safety

	· Education
	· Longevity



[bookmark: _Toc491191485]Delivering Business Value
In the realm of business value, delivering on the value proposed should be one of the most important aspects of client satisfaction to the Christian Entrepreneur.  The delivery is, in fact, the closing loop of integrity in the product or service being offered.  People who buy a product or engage a service want to feel as though they received what they paid for, and maybe even more.  Many entrepreneurs fail in this area because they are very good at delivering the goods, however, they fail in delivering value.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, the process of delivery does not end with, putting the product in the box or completing the service; however, the process of service delivery ends when the value that you promised is received.  Here's a simple real-life illustration: A company provides a weight-loss solution by offering a program that cost $500 in which the customer is told he or she will lose a minimum of 20 lbs. in 60 days. The company develops a savvy advertising campaign that communicates that the program is essentially only $8.33 a day or .04 cents per pound.  When broken down like this, the opportunity cost becomes a no-brainer and customers immediately buy the program. However, here is where the integrity of the program comes under scrutiny to deliver on its promises.  For the program to be delivered with integrity, it must not only sell a package with instructions for use, but the program should incorporate and manage the multiple variables that will impact the individual's success with the program.  These variables will include the consumer, the amount of time spent following and engaging the program, personal finances available to obtain all the resources needed to achieve program success, the type of work the individual does, their habits and the list goes on.  For the program to deliver on its value, the company must ensure that they effectively communicate and provide some reasonable means to manage the buyers’ expectations.  In doing so, the company might establish a personal consultation program with each subscriber they may assist them in accomplishing their goals.  Examples of subscriber management could include a five-day checkpoint review or an online monitoring mechanism with a program coach, just to name a few.  The primary objective of delivering value is to ensure that every product or service has within its delivery model some assurance mechanism to ensure the integrity of the offering.  Other simplified examples of this can be seen with the detailed instructions for preparation provided on many cooking products.
[bookmark: _Toc491191486][bookmark: _Toc491440641][bookmark: _Toc495876775]Business Stakeholders
Every business inherently provides some form of value that is associated with its products or services to the general consumer market.  However, in addition to the consumer, every business is comprised of an even larger ecosystem of stakeholders, each whom has a measure of value that they perceive as important to them, when engaging a business. This ecosystem of stakeholders is defined as:
· [image: ]Customers
· Investors
· Employees
· Vendors
· Trading and business partners
· Distributors
· Retailers
· Branding 

As a Christian Entrepreneur, by understanding who your stakeholders are, you can incorporate the core values of your faith into the fabric of each extended value system. Typically, it is this system of values that are translated into the company's mission statement or statement of purpose.


Assurance and Confidence  

Exodus 14:13-16 reads “And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me?  Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.  
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we must not only have the verbal confidence that God is going to do something, but we must walk in that assurance by using the tools God has given us.  In this scripture, Moses was faced with a predicament where the Hebrew people were caught between Pharaoh's army and the Red Sea.  Moses stood before the people and told them to have no fear because, on that day, they would see the salvation of God in his destruction of the Egyptian army.  However, in verses 15-16, God says something that gives us some additional insight into what's going on inside the mind of Moses while he's speaking: God responds: "Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: But lift up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.” The keywords of interest, posed as a question to Moses, is “Wherefore criest thou unto me?” Now if you remember, Moses always exhibited a lack of confidence in his ability to do what God had ordained and enabled him to do.  As a matter of fact, his confidence was so low, that God exhibited a litany of miraculous exercises, as written in Exodus chapter 4, to bolster his confidence. So, at this very moment, as Moses stood before the people, God perceived his uncertainty, and replied to him, “Wherefore criest thou unto me?”  This question posed to Moses has also become a timeless question that every leader must answer in one’s endeavors to lead God’s people: Wherefore criest thou unto me? As Christian Entrepreneurs, God equips us with everything we need to accomplish our goals that are aligned with our purpose.  So, as we move through the process of working out the mission of our business, God continuously examines our confidence and assurance; and as we exhibit greater confidence with the tools He has provisioned, He continually expands the reservoir of hidden talent in our persons. 
As a Christian Entrepreneur, it is important to develop a high level of confidence, not only in the mission but also in your purpose to that mission.  The worst thing that can happen is to be faced with adversity and your confidence is shattered.  It is for this very reason that athletes prepare themselves for every competition, both during the season and off season.  Likewise, Christian Entrepreneurs should carefully prepare themselves to gain the confidence in the mission and their purpose. Here are some keys that can help the Christian Entrepreneur develop confidence.

· Take stock of your strengths, gifts, and abilities by writing them down and cultivating them to be stronger than they are today.  
· Acknowledge weakness, but don’t consider them to be stumbling blocks.
· Find the resources needed to complement your strengths and put them to work.
· Walk in the confidence of your strength by exercising your ability every day.
· Continually challenge, inspire, and motivate others to understand and adopt your mission. 
[bookmark: _Toc491191487][bookmark: _Toc491440642][bookmark: _Toc495876776]Entrepreneurs are not Spectators 
One of the most inspiring and powerful attributes of any entrepreneur, be it Christian or non-Christian, is his or her resolve to make it happen, to be engaged, and to be involved at every level of the business.  It is these characteristics that set the entrepreneurs apart from others, enabling them to be leaders with a determined focus and agenda.  In the book of Exodus, the Bible gives us a personal look at the character of a true leader in the person of Joshua. Exodus 33:8-11 reads;

And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that everyone who sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp. And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses until he was gone into the tabernacle. And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 

The key message of this passage to the Christian Entrepreneur is to be involved and not just a spectator.  In the text, we see that everyone who sought the Lord went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation; however, the people did not seek God, but only stood at the door of their tent until Moses went in. But in Joshua's case, he did go out and into the tabernacle of the congregation. As Christian Entrepreneurs, our commitment to the vision God has given us will also invite others to share and labor in that vision.  Therefore, the essence of this message becomes a vital tool for measuring, examining, and qualifying leadership at the management level.   In other words, we don't choose and elect people who resolve to sit on the sideline; they must enter the tabernacle.
[bookmark: _Toc491191488][bookmark: _Toc491440643][bookmark: _Toc495876777]Mission Preparation and Missed Opportunities
[image: ]As a Christian Entrepreneur, one of the most difficult challenges we face is our ability to continuously be cognizant of the triune nature in how God reveals our purpose in relationship to our abilities, our potential and our faith, in which faith is at the foundation of our purpose.  

God often does this by presenting us with seemingly difficult challenges, and at the same time we are engaging these new challenges, He is helping us to expand our reach by releasing within us, our untapped potential.  Most of the time we don't see our growth or even comprehend the power of it until we have gone through some battles.  It is for this very reason, that we should not only continue to prepare ourselves for the work we do, but we must also be continuously watchful by becoming observers of our own experiences to see God is not only expanding our faith but also our abilities and our capabilities. The results of these challenges created by God for our journey will continue to strengthen us in our purpose and the power we are developing in him.  Every challenge with God is like going to the gym, and every so often He places more weight on the bar for us to lift; and while we may not be able to lift it, He will spot [support] us and help us to lift the weight until eventually the weight is nothing that we cannot handle alone.  It is in the light of consciousness that God continuous to prune, test and try us, raising our consciousness in Him which becomes our new strength for today and for the next battle we will eventually experience. However, if we are not in-tune with the Holy Spirit and watchful of the exercises designed to strengthen and maximize our potential, we then become subject to our disdain, frustration, and opportunities missed.  There is one biblical story that gives us insight into how this expansion of our capabilities can become missed opportunities. Numbers 20:8-11 reads as follow:  Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron, thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?  And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod, he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.  

To bring some contextual understanding of this passage, let us first consider the flow of instructions to the execution.

1. God instructs Moses to SPEAK to the rock before the eyes of the people.  
2. Moses took his rod, the [old] tool of choice, the external tool, and he STRUCK the rock twice.
3. The water came from the rock and the people and their animals had water to drink.

Upon examination of this scripture, one could ask, "Why, if Moses struck the rock, did God still allow the people to get the water?"  I believe this question alone is more fundamental to our devleopment than the answer itself.  However, to answer the question, it was never about what the people needed; God was going to make sure that they had water regardless. This episode was about Moses, his elevation in God, and his ascension into overcoming his weakness, one of them being his slowness of speech with the power of the spoken word and the other was his dependency on his staff.  God was giving Moses an invitation to speak to the rock and witness as the rock would obey his voice, just as Jesus had spoken to the wind and it obeyed.  Notice that God did not tell him what to say. He only instructed him [Moses] to speak to the rock so the people would witness the power of God from the lips of Moses; however, Moses was so engrossed in the task and the people's grumbling, that this became the same exercise as also recorded in Exodus 17:6.  In essence, he missed it, his elevation, the opportunity to expand himself and to be purged of his inadequacies which are not real but perceived.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should acknowledge the lesson of this passage to be:

1. When God gives us instructions, we must be vigilantly alert not just to hear the instructions, but being careful to watch for what He is doing with us in every situation.
2. We should never become so complacent, annoyed, and over-focused on our task that we miss the forest for the trees. 
3. God is continually expanding our reach, and we should be prepared, not just with our present abilities, but with the confidence that He can give us new tools beyond what we currently have. 

Another example of how Christian Entrepreneurs should engage opportunities can be found in the book of John 9:2-4.  Here, Jesus and His disciples encounter a man who was born blind, and the disciples desired to know the cause of his blindness.  John 9:2 reads as follows:

And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

      In the text, we see the disciples concerning themselves with the cause of the man's blindness, and completely oblivious to the present opportunity to do something about his condition. So, Jesus answered their question by telling them that this situation was established by God to fulfill prophecy (Isaiah 42:7) and to demonstrate the power of God working in humanity for those that seek God.  In this encounter, Jesus said that He must do the work of God while it is still day, which means while the opportunity is at hand, because the night comes where no man can work, in other words, lost opportunity. Unlike Moses, who failed in his elevation, Jesus was keenly aware of His mission and acted in alignment with God. For the Christian Entrepreneur, it is important to understand that God honors our purpose, and within the framework of our purpose, He also establishes His purpose.  He expands our reach so that His glory may be seen in our work.  We will dive deeper into this understanding in later sections as we enhance our understanding of our purpose and the Kingdom of God.
[bookmark: _Toc491191489][bookmark: _Toc491440644][bookmark: _Toc495876778]Business Insight
To properly evaluate the operations of one's business juxtaposed to the general business market, a Christian Entrepreneur must have keen awareness, insight, and some basic tools of measurement in the form of business indicators.  This will provide an understanding of the general economic environment in relationship to the current and projected fiscal operations of an individual's business.  These indicators are divided into two (2) top-line categories called "Market Indicators" and "Business Performance Indicators," with the Market Indicators also being divided into two (2) subcategories, "leading indicators" and "lagging indicators."   As noted in the charts below, these two (2) top-line indicators and their subcategories are used to help businesses gain insight into the general business environment by forecasting what is coming and how the economy changes over time (i.e. seasonal vs. long-term trends).

Market Indicators
Source: List of 16 Major Leading & Lagging Economic Indicators by Kalen Smith, published on moneycrashers.com
Business Performance Indicators
	Leading Indicators
	Lagging Indicators

	Stock Market
	Changes in Gross Domestic Product “GDP”

	Manufacturing
	Income and Wages

	Inventory Levels
	Unemployment Rate

	Retail Sales
	Consumer Price Index (Inflation)

	Building Permits
	Currency Strength

	Housing Markets
	Interest Rates

	Level of New Business Start-ups
	Corporate Profits



	Return on investment
	Current ratio

	Debt/equity
	Business 

	Gross profit margin
	Gross & Net Profit

	Break-even sales
	Aging Accounts Receivable



While these businesses and market indicators are the traditional means by which a business measures and determines the health of the economy and overall business growth, the Christian Entrepreneur should use another barometer to determine the health and well-being of their business, in relation to the communities they serve.  These indicators are defined as follows:
	Community Well-Being – the principal body of life. Social Impact

	Charity – the heart of the business

	Purpose – the expressed consciousness of a life

	Investment – the regeneration of life


[bookmark: _1y810tw]It is this type of indicator that can help every Christian Entrepreneur ensure that they measure the health of their business in line with the values they have as Christian. These indicators not only measure how well we create and extend value to a consumer market for profit or gain but they are also designed to measure and monitor the impact of how well the community is fairing, in relation to the businesses that they support.  It is, therefore, this level of insight that enables Christian Entrepreneurs to achieve their objectives and at the same time, balance their successes against the impact they have on local and global communities.  These values have also emerged as a category of business classification called "Social Entrepreneurship."
[bookmark: _Toc491191490][bookmark: _Toc491440645][bookmark: _Toc495876779]Servant Leaders
At their core of their being, all Christian Entrepreneurs are merely servant leaders.  No matter what the product or service, Christian Entrepreneurs should be rooted in knowing that everything they do, should be done, as unto the Lord.  In this light, Christian Entrepreneurs should also understand that the level of service, the quality of a product, their offering, and the integrity in their business dealings are all in service to others; in essence, our purpose has been designed to work in the fulfilling of God’s mission. Colossians 3:23-24 reads, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.”  We started this course with an examination of the heart so that we would look toward heaven to keep our heart pure and clean.  So, as we move through the course of life, the heart of the Christian Entrepreneur will serve as a filter for the mind, implementing systematic checks and balances that reconcile our purpose against any desires that attempt to enter into the heart which is not in line with our purpose.  By remembering that our purpose is born of God, and has been established as a cog [purpose] in the wheel of God, we will stay grounded and not lose sight of our purpose.   The only way we can be eternally prosperous, and free from struggling, is by walking in the light of this truth.  Servant leaders understand that they are servants first, and no matter what title they hold—be it CEO, ED, VP, Partner, Dr., Esq., Pastor, Judge, Clerk, Administrator—it ultimately translates to; “I am here to serve you in this or in that capacity.”  

Jesus gives us some illustrations of what it means to be a servant leader:  

· “But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20: 26-28).

· “So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:12-17).
[bookmark: _Toc491191491][bookmark: _Toc491440646][bookmark: _Toc495876780]Discipleship
Discipleship operates on two (2) levels and neither level ranks superior to the other.  The first level involves being a disciple among the ranks of others, and the next level is where the disciple becomes the teacher, who like Jesus will have people who serve under their leadership. The attributes of discipleship are functionally distinct yet equal in all measures.  This is because the one who disciples, [the teacher], and the one who is a disciple, [the student] requires submission, trust, and obedience.  Without a teacher, there can be no disciples, and without disciples, there would be no one to teach.  Therefore, neither can functionally exist without the other; there must always be a willful submission by either party to engage.  In the Gospel as told by Matthew 28:19-20, it reads, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is the essence of this discipline of discipleship that has established, discipleship, as the optimal framework for many business ventures, particularly those that are built on network or multi-level marketing.  It is also inherent in the nature of discipleship for growth to be exponential in contrast to linear growth. 


	Week
	1 new member per week
	Each new member brings a new member 

	1
	1
	1 

	2
	1+1 = 2
	1 yields 2

	3
	1+1+1 = 3
	2 yields 4

	4
	1+1+1+1 = 4
	4 yields 8


                       Linear growth        Exponential growth

The process of building an organization based on a model of discipleship will often have the initial appearance of being somewhat insignificant.  However, over time, growth becomes explosive. This is evident in the case of Jesus, who began with only twelve (12) disciples, experienced exponential growth over time.  Today, there are millions of disciples, each one driven by leaders who continue to expand and indoctrinate their followers beyond the scope of the original message.  It is also noteworthy that Jesus did not engage in one-on-one discipleship, but rather choose a small group of followers to indoctrinate. However, He still had one-on-one or smaller group relationships within the context of the entire group.  Even until this day, most churches widely prefer to grow their ministries by discipleship rather than use the traditional linear model.














[bookmark: _Toc491191492][bookmark: _Toc491440647][bookmark: _Toc495876781]Decoding and Demystifying 
our Light


	    [image: ]The study of Christian Entrepreneurship, as in the study of any discipline, begins with the individual student.  
· What are you looking for?   		  Purpose
· Why are you looking for it? 		  Relationship
· What are you looking to do with it?     Sustainability
[bookmark: _Toc491191493][bookmark: _Toc491440648]Self-Examination - PURPOSE
The process of self-examination begins with self-awareness.  Are you aware of yourself?  This question may sound a bit rhetorical, but the truth is, most of us go through life without ever having a true awareness of who we are.  As a matter of fact, when we ask the question, most people assume that self-awareness is resolved to be some higher form of enlightenment about their existence.  This assumption is far from the truth.  Self-awareness begins with:

1. Understanding our existence in relationship to all of creation.
2. Understanding our emotions and how they affect us and others.
3. Understanding our body and how it functions.
4. Understanding the food, we eat in contrast to what we understand to be healthy. 
5. Understanding the nature of all our senses including our sensory perception.
6. Understanding our strengths and weaknesses.
7. Understanding our abilities and the things we do the best.
8. Self-reflection and personal examination.
9. Understanding our habits: good and bad.
10. Understanding how others see us in contrast to how we want to be seen.
11. Understanding our passion.
12. Understanding who God is in relationship to ourselves.

While this list is certainly not exhaustive, these are some fundamental considerations, questions, and acknowledgments that bring us closer to self-awareness.  Once we become aware of who we are, we can then begin to examine who we are.  

The examination process helps us identify within our list of discoveries those things that can be improved, those things of least importance to us, and the thing that we have always had a passion and love for.  Surprisingly, when we do find our purpose, often, we are much older in life, and if we are honest with ourselves, we can acknowledge that it has always been right there, right before our eyes, waiting to be discovered and cultivated.  Unfortunately, the demand of securing a viable source of income has become the economic trap into which many of us are caught.  Some of us are also blinded by financial opportunities when the real wealth is not what we are trying to “BE” but rather the internal wealth that has been established within our purpose by God. (Deuteronomy 8:18 reads, "But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth.”) Therefore, by discovering our purpose, we obtain the keys to release our internal wealth instead of laboring to get it.  Proverbs 23:5 declares, “Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.”
[bookmark: _Toc491191494][bookmark: _Toc491440649][bookmark: _Toc495876782]Self-Assessment -  Evaluation
Self-assessment is always the first step in affirming potential, presenting deficiencies, establishing goals and milestones, and constructing benchmarks for transformation and monitoring improvements.  The process of assessing ourselves enables us to acknowledge the habits that hinder our development, while at the same time developing the appropriate plans to form and execute new habits that are in line with our purpose; self-examination and subsequent assessments are just the beginning of any journey toward discovering your light.  

Self-examination and self-assessment are not only required to determine, evaluate, and measure who we are, but it is also required to align our understanding with the internal compass for the course that has been charted for our lives.  While the phrase, "To thine own self-be true," is not biblically-based, it does echo the truth of abiding in the presence of our light, which is the Christ.  
[bookmark: _3as4poj][bookmark: _Toc491191495][bookmark: _Toc491440650][bookmark: _Toc495876783]We are born of the Light 
Saying that we are born of the light or are children of the light is a concept which can be easily stated; however, accepting this concept as an absolute truth is an entirely different prospect.  Fortunately for us, as Christian Entrepreneurs, the Bible provides adequate evidence and testimony throughout a range of scripture that enables us to form a definite conclusion that we are the light of Christ. To build upon this precept and to understand it biblically, let's look at some scripture to anchor us in this truth.  Let's begin with John 1:1 (KJV), the scripture reads "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."   Let's pause here.  Most of the time we read without taking the time to interrogate, decipher or cross reference Scripture to properly exegete its meaning.  So, let's breakdown the elements of this Scripture into smaller units, which are known in theological studies as a pericope.

1. "In the beginning was the word"  
2. "And the word was with God"
3. “And the Word was God"

Now that we have our text broken down into smaller digestible pieces, let's begin interrogating the text, starting with "in the beginning was the Word."  Beginning here, we can either assume that the author John, is being poetical in his commentary or he is making biblical reference that can be cross checked as the source of his statement. Assuming the latter, that the commentary is not poetical, this leads us to the beginning of scripture which is the book of Genesis.  Upon review of Genesis 1, we find our first reference for John 1:1, that says "In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth" and the Hebrew word for God in this text is Elohim which is plural for "the Gods" or "the mighty ones."  In the next verse of Genesis 1:2, we see the author describing the condition of the world which is complete darkness and that the spirit of God/Elohim moved upon the waters; ok so far, we have concluded that we are in the beginning.  However, we still have to reconcile that “In the beginning was the Word”.  As we move to Genesis 1:3, this is the first time we are hearing a “WORD”, the text says that God spoke, and the words He spoke were "Let there be light."  So, if we comprehend the Apostle John correctly and assert that his narrative is in agreement with scripture and therefore is reconcilable against scripture, then the words he spoke “Let there be light” is the same as “In the beginning was the word”.  In other words, the “Word in the beginning” was “Let there be Light”.  To continue reconciling this thought, the Apostle Paul confirms in the book of Colossians 1:15 when he asserts Christ,” is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature."  Jesus also gives testimony that He is the light of the world in John 8:12, and again this is not a metaphor or poetry but the truth.  The question for Christian Entrepreneurs and all believers is can we comprehend this truth?  Scripture further states in John 1:4 that in Him [Christ] was life and that the life was the light of men, meaning that we had the light, I say had because John says it “was” the life of men.  And as the light of Christ, we are the consciousness of "The Christ" because Christ is the source of all things created and we are a branch that stems from Him.  Lastly, it is important to note that when we say Christ Consciousness, we are speaking of the mind of God that knows everything and has given everything its being, its purpose, and its intuitive intelligence.  Let's review the illustration  that walks us through this precept. 



John 1                                                    Genesis 1
	and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.In the beginning was the Word,




	In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.Let there be light: and there was light.

3 And God said, 
*** note: This is not the same created light as in Genesis 1:14-18.

	John 1:3
All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made.
John 1:4
In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
	Col 1:15
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.




Christ is the Light and the Vision by which all things were made.

John 8:12 Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
[bookmark: _Toc495876784]What is light? 
When we speak of “Light,” this is the Consciousness of God which emanated from God, establishing time, space and matter, also known as "The Christ," firstborn of creation.   Then the Christ, the light of God, gave birth to everything else in the universe.  So that when anything else was created, in its manifestation, there was placed a spectrum of light, from Christ the Son.  This spectrum of light is the consciousness of that thing, the intuitive intelligence, which encapsulates the instructions for its existence and its reproduction.  In the same manner, when God breathed into man and we became a living soul, the life of Christ, which is the consciousness of all things, also became the light of men.  So, know that we have been created in the image of the God, our faculties about the world around us including our internal knowledge of ourselves has also been established so that the light of God that dwells within us, exists on two levels which are:


	1. Involuntary
2. Voluntary



					
[bookmark: _Toc495876785]Christ is our Light and The Light is Our Life  
So, know that we understand that our light is also our God-Consciousness; it is important to note that it is defined as our state existence (involuntary) and our state of being (voluntary).  Let’s examine this precept.  

Involuntary     				      Voluntary
	Our Breathing
The heart pumping blood
Digestion
Hearing
	Exercising
Daily decisions
Praying
Eating / Fasting



[bookmark: _Toc495876786]The Light as Involuntary  
According to Webster's dictionary, "involuntary" means "done without will or conscious control."  This light of God is also revealed in our physical body as many functions of the body, which actively work together as a perfect machine to keep us operating at every level.  Independent of our consciousness, which is our awareness, the human body and all of its systems and organs are self-aware and not reliant upon our intellect to function as a whole.  With that understanding, we concede that the brain along with the organs in our body has a form of consciousness, as well as an interdependent understanding of the other organs, which all collaborate to serve as the many contributors to the life of the body.  This consciousness is illustrated when the brain senses food in the stomach and sends instructions to the digestive system to begin the process of nourishing the rest of the body, including the elimination of what it constitutes to be waste. Other organs, like the liver, join in on this collaborative process providing the first level of blood filtration from the digestive system before passing along to the rest of the body.  As much as this activity is occurring daily, we have no conscious control and cannot will our heart, lungs, or any other organs to begin or to stop these activities at will.  We have no legislative rights or control in the matter because this is the will and design of our Creator.  Thus, our organs communicate, exchange information and resources, and internally collaborate with the brain and other members of our body to sustain itself as the involuntary light or the consciousness of the body as given by Christ.  In short, our bodies operate like a well-oiled machine. As Christian Entrepreneurs, like our creator, we have also created business infrastructures that incorporate systems of internal controls, business processes and workflow, that independent of the people who are in our organization, these processes will continuously work. 

[bookmark: _Toc495876787]The Light as Voluntary  
According to Webster's dictionary, "voluntary" means "done, given, or acting of one's own free will." When we speak of the light as voluntary, we are talking about the free will choice that we have been given by the creator to either choose to accept the light of our God consciousness or reject it.   Our free will is driven by our trust, our understanding, our desires, impulses, influences, and our habits.  It is also our free will choice that will either have us living absent the presence of Christ, which is living in darkness or residing in the light of Christ, willing to comply and live in harmony with our physical involuntary God-consciousness and the rest of creation.  In correlation to the involuntary light, we either choose to walk in the way of our involuntary light, or we walk in darkness and experience the consequences of our errors (disease, organ failure, depletion, etc.); and while our internal systems will attempt to fight off every invasion from a non-desired substance, over time, the light of our physical existence is subdued by the voluntary choices as we walk in darkness.  As a result, the physical body needs and desires a spiritual man, who is willing to live in compliance with its consciousness: to have a healthy body.  When we become self-aware, this is not some epiphany of an external higher consciousness, but rather it is the understanding of ourselves, which is comprised of our mind, our body, and our spirit. It is with this understanding that we become aware that our thoughts are not born of the mind, but that the mind is just an empty computer that we use to access stored information and that we can only process what has been archived in it.  In the same manner in which God intends for us to walk in harmony and compliance with the light of our being, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we should also desire that all of the resources we engage to work, will carefully acknowledge the instructions, best practices and the business processes so that our businesses will be able to maximize its performance and productivity.  However, when even one person is out of harmony, this can affect the overall productivity and ultimately render some if not all of our output to be unacceptable or faulty.   

[bookmark: _Toc495876788]When Voluntary Light becomes Self-Aware  
As we continue to advance in life, we begin to realize that we not only have a physical body that has consciousness but we also have a spiritual body that we are advancing as well; and as we begin to renew our minds with the highest form of consciousness, which is Christ, we create a perfect vertical alignment between our spiritual body with the source that is from above. 

As Christian Entrepreneurs, the process of self-awareness should also be translated into the value system that we use to build businesses as an independent machine of consciousness in the service of our mission and our purpose.  To this end, Jesus recruited twelve (12) disciples to be in service and to establish a Gospel of truth, which would be the building block of a new, functioning, spiritual body in which Jesus the Christ would be the head.  

Total Self-awareness is the Purpose of Our Light.  
From our Light, we experience:
	1. Our Abilities
	Involuntary and Voluntary

	2. Our Uniqueness
	Involuntary and Voluntary
DNA individual personality, Gifts

	3. Our Purpose
	Our Voluntary Submission
Obedience – Live our Truth – being

	4. The Grace of God


[bookmark: _Toc491191496]


[bookmark: _Toc495876789]Grace is the goodness of the light 
1. According to the Christian faith, the definition of grace is the free and unmerited favor of God as manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of blessings.  While this is the most commonly accepted meaning for Grace, for this course, I would suggest that the Christian Entrepreneur understand "grace" to be the "wholeness" or “the completeness” of a thing as intended by God.  What does this mean? Well, in the beginning, when God created anything, He examined it and said, "It was good." Therefore, we should understand "grace" to mean:

· Something that is perfectly made.
· Something that is whole.
· Something that is complete.
· Something that is set apart.
· Something that has purpose.
· Something that is in balance and works harmoniously with all of creation.

Everything created was subjugated to the grace of God, meaning it was holy, or in laymen terms “having a spiritually pure quality."  When humanity fell from grace, the fall was from our state of pureness or total completeness, and thus we became unholy or not existing in the pure whole state in which we were made.  So, as people born of the light, we struggle through life, eating by the sweat of our brow, living in incompleteness and being unholy, which is to say, not whole.  I know for some this precept may be difficult to grasp, since as Christians, we have derived our understand of Holy to mean that which is set-apart, as defined by the church.   However, the use of the word “qodesh” in the old testament translated to Holy in the English language, is applied to numerous things such as Holy Land, Holy nation, Holy oil, Holy place [take off your shoes for you are standing on Holy ground], Holy garments, and the list goes on.  So, when we put the word Holy in its proper context, it is clear that God is setting aside things as Holy in scripture to delineate between that which he is reestablishing as Holy and that which has become corrupted in its purpose and intent.  So, yes, Holy is that which is set-aside but all things created were Holy, meaning everything was set-aside and has purpose and value in God and is therefore a Holy thing in creation, made by God and has His fingerprint and His DNA [Grace] resides in it.  So, when we walk in the light of our being, which is to walk in Grace or the wholeness of our being, we graduate to living by grace, and we live out the purpose for which we have been established.  In the Law of Grace, I will further expound of the essence of Grace as not being unmerited favor, however, it is true that we can do nothing to earn it, neither have we done anything to deserve it. 

[bookmark: _Toc491191497]Grace Involves God’s Rest 
There are times, As Christian Entrepreneurs, we have entered into God’s rest.  It is during these times that we are walking in the light (voluntary consciousness) of our being and our efforts are aligned with the “rest” in God.  This is the eternal Sabbath where we live by grace. This is the same “rest” referred to in Hebrew 3:11: “So I swear in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest” or Matthew 11:28: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  When we walk in line with God's will, things flow, and it appears as though God has divinely intervened in our labor, bringing abundance and sustainability.  At times, our natural minds will try to convince us that we are lucky; however, as a Christian Entrepreneur we should know that when we walk upright, our success is not luck, but, rather, it is the result of the promise.  "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm 1:3).

[bookmark: _Toc495876790]Strengthening Our Light - Live Holy by Grace
We are born with both physical and spiritual muscles; however, neither are fully developed at birth, and as a result, we have no strength in our muscles to accomplish routine day-to-day tasks.  Conversely, when we begin to exercise our muscles (physical and spiritual), they become stronger, and we prove out, the inherent capabilities that were given to us by the light [Christ].  Our light [consciousness], therefore, is the DNA imprint that gives us our potential and should be evident that by walking in the light of God, we become stronger and stronger. Psalm 18:32 reads, “It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.” When we ignore and fail to walk in the light, we faint (Galatians 6:9).  When we walk in the light, our potentials expand, and thus, we become stronger. Our faculties become increasingly sharper.  Our light is our being, the source of our strength if we choose to walk in it.  Therefore, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we should use every opportunity we can to develop and strengthen our business resolve by increasing the muscles of our faith, so that we may endure every season of hardship and be the source of God’s grace in our season of plenty.  Examples of opportunities where we can develop muscle are attending conferences, seminars, workshops, community forums, works of business charity and other activities that fortify us in our business and our commitment to God.

[bookmark: _Toc495876791]We are One with the Source of the Light 
As a child of the light, you cannot separate yourself from Christ. (“Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness”, 1 Thessalonians 5:5.) And just as Jesus declared, “I and My Father are one,” these words remained true because Jesus understood that the entire essence of His being, His spirit, His consciousness, and His purpose were born out of the Father.  He was the light in the beginning.  In the same manner, you and I are one with Christ because we are born-again out of His light and without it, we do not exist.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, understanding this precept is of vital importance to our sustainability.  Many entrepreneurs fail because we see our own uniqueness as separate and apart from the source.  In doing so, we fail to see that we are not independent, but as a ray of light from the sun and each ray is given to glorify the unified expression of the sun.  Therefore, when the Christian Entrepreneur is rooted in this understanding, they begin to see not only their purpose but that their purpose is born from, Christ, the source from which we all have been created.

Why is Source, Significant to the Christian Entrepreneur?  
The answer is simple: It is important for the Christian Entrepreneur to understand what will be the underlying source of influence in his or her business objectives, decisions, and philosophy.  By truly knowing the source that gives us our vision, our goals and our mission (including the plans of implementation) we will be able to ascertain if what we are doing is aligned with our light and if it is born of the spirit of God. 

[bookmark: _Toc495876792]Our Light is Our Guide
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we are all instinctively in-tune with our inner compass, our light, therefore, it is important to remember that influences within the world can quickly drown out this light. So, by understanding our true nature which is born of Christ, we can make better choices and develop habits that support and strengthen our voluntary light.  In doing so, we (1) begin to live by the will of God, (2) have dominion, not only over the world, but also ourselves, and (3) as a result we can subdue impulses and desires that are not in line with the true light of our being.  In understanding our light as Christian Entrepreneurs, we know our purpose and God will give us a vision.
[bookmark: _Toc491191498][bookmark: _Toc491440651][bookmark: _Toc495876793]Benefits to the Christian Entrepreneur 
Our light is not only our guide, but it also aligns us in our decision-making so that we may properly align our goals, business motives, and plans.  Our light also helps us to ensure that our passions and our purpose are executed within the boundaries of our faith. In this way, we walk as the light, and our light becomes our moral compass in all of our business affairs.

Involuntary and voluntary light are systems designed by God. Our bodies, including the world around us, are designed with internal functions, procedures, and workflows that operate without our help.  In the same way, we also plan our business operations by encapsulating our knowledge of business requirements, processes, and business procedures into programmable systems, which in turn fuels the operations of our business.  An example of this can be seen when we program computer systems or other devices to involuntarily perform and carry out instructions based on the conditions and parameters that we have established.  I use the term involuntary consciousness because the computer simply does what it was programmed to do, even to the level of decision making, the choices are not of its own will but rather the range of options or logical outcomes based on our programming.  It should, therefore, be a principal objective of every Christian Entrepreneurs, to become a student in the totality of their being, which encompasses every aspect of the human experience to walk in accord with the light.

What is our spiritual light? Our God-consciousness
What is our physical light? The manifestation of our living in and by our God-consciousness.

Example: We all know the phrase, "You are what you eat." God has given us a consciousness about what we should and should not eat. Our bodies expect the correct sustenance and it is prepared to defend itself when unacceptable substances enter our bodies. This is our involuntary spiritual light; our internal knowing over which we have no control.  However, the voluntary light is our free will choice that will be in compliance and obedience to the needs of the involuntary (inner) light that operate our physical body, or we will walk in disregard to our involuntary (inner) light and ultimately abuse our bodies. Thus, our behavior is the free will to live in harmony and balance by eating in agreement with our involuntary consciousness.  The alternative is to walk in darkness by not conforming and eating in accordance with the involuntary consciousness of our body. (this is living in opposition to God's grace).   Isaiah 30:21 “And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, this is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.”

[bookmark: _Toc491191499][bookmark: _Toc491440652][bookmark: _Toc495876794]Vision in Conflict
From the time we are born, we are introduced to different streams of consciousness that are not in line with the natural essence of our being.  These streams of consciousness come in the form of:

1. Cultural beliefs/ disbeliefs

2. Visual world observation 
3. Society’s conditioning streams of consciousness

4. Conforming to acceptable norms 
5. Peer pressure, following the herd
6. Role models and influences

The outcomes of these streams of consciousness form “the Ego” of self, and its power results in our internal and external conflict. As Psalms 82:5 declares, “They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.”  However, Ego by design is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, our God-consciousness, which is ONE (i.e. one Lord, one faith, one baptism). God also gives us free will, which enables us the opportunity to either accept or reject our God-consciousness and live by our own understanding.  The result of our decision will either facilitate conscious alignment which is “Oneness” or “Ego” as defined, by Chuck C., one of the original members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who described Ego as “a conscious separation from...” From what? From everything.  
These streams of consciousness influence us to live by our desires irrespective of the consequences.  The goal is self-gratification and self-ambition; thus, the business endeavors of every Christian Entrepreneur should always be governed by our spiritual light, our highest form of God-consciousness.  When we are not developed in our God-consciousness, external forces will give us conflicting or inadequate instructions based on desire, passion, or ignorance. It will override our true being and render us dead in the spirit.  It is for this very reason why we must be born again and born of the water and the spirit.  Without the light of God our purpose is never realized and we do not live in accordance with eternal will of our heavenly father

Vision
For the Christian Entrepreneur, our journey begins with a vision, however, having or receiving a vision is not always a static event but typically comes to us as a byproduct of the following activities:

	· Surveying
	· Examining

	· Observing
	· Pondering

	· Introspection
· Study
	· Experimentation 
· Dream



It is important that every Christian Entrepreneur recognize that vision is a spiritual power bestowed upon us by the creator.  So, in the same manner that the Apostle Paul admonished us to forgive when he stated in 2 Corinthian 2:11 “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices” and again in Romans 6:7 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  In this same regard, we must be careful to examine the manner in which we execute a vision, including examining our motives, objectives, and goals to ensure our vision is inoculated from being tainted with the impurities of our sinful nature. By thoroughly examining our hearts, we can prepare a mission that will balance the scales of our mission against the core values of community, charity, purpose, and investments.  I am not speaking of a vision that is born of self-grandeur; however, I am talking about a vision that is born of God, to be used for good but also can be tainted with sin and inevitably derail impacting the lives of many.  Therefore, by examining our vision and how its executed will ensure that our vision is alignment or agreement with the creator’s mission.  In other words, God would not give us a vision that is not in sync with his mission.  On the surface, this may appear as if we have to surrender our vision to a God who wants to control everything.  However, if we dive deep into our purpose as established by God and the value that our vision will create, we will understand not only how to shape the vision but also the way in which we should execute it so that we are righteous and in harmony with the creator.  In short, our heavenly father is certainly not opposed to our vision; he gave us the power to have it; however, He is opposed to any vision that is not centered or established in Him. Again, this may sound as if God is controlling but ask yourself what businessman would create a business empire, then allow someone to execute a vision within the framework of that established business so that the existing business empire is jeopardized.  To those who point to the success of companies that are not centered in God, you can be certain that they will only last for a season.
	
[bookmark: _Toc495876795][bookmark: _Toc491191500][bookmark: _Toc491440653]The Essence of Vision:  
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we have come to know that God has given to us our purpose and the vision for realizing it.  However, we need to be continuously cognizant that our purpose, which is like a ray of sunlight, is born out of a greater vision for a greater purpose.  The Apostle Peter, who was not a very eloquent speaker, however, waxed poetically when he said in Acts 10:34-35 “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation, he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” As Christian Entrepreneurs, this is our truth and our call to work our righteousness which is also our light born of the Christ.  In doing so, we realize that our business is not the Kingdom but rather an extension of the Kingdom that dwells in us.  Here are six (6) guiding principles to further illuminate this truth:
  
1. We are God’s Vision, and Vision is conceived by the light of God in us: 
· The Word of God = Logos  Thought (Christ the source from all vision is born [ability and not motive]
· All Vision comes from “our being” because of the Christ that gives us this faculty. Christ is the source of everything.  Isaiah 45:7
· Christ is the consciousness of everything.
2. Vision is first spiritual.
· The Firstborn of creation is the source of spiritual and physical light. 
3. Vision is always spoken. 
· And the Lord said, “Let there be Light.” This was the declaration, the “ah hah” moment, the revelation of what is born out of the darkness.  
· Without a declaration, there is no vision.

4. Understanding our Purpose will facilitate vision. 

5. The mission is how we live out and work the vision given to us by the Creator.

6. Faith is required for a Vision to exist for the Christian Entrepreneur.
[bookmark: _Toc491191501]
[bookmark: _Toc491440654]

[bookmark: _Toc495876796]Vision Objectives
We accomplish our Vision's goals by doing the following:

· Writing the Vision - This activity details what you have seen and the process by which you will complete the vision. Writing the vision will produce the plan.

· Goals | Milestones 

Make it plain: Simplicity is the key. Just as God has given you the simplicity of grasping a vision, it is our responsibility to transfer the vision to others, so they will understand and see what it is that we seek to accomplish.  Here are some of the creative ways in which we make the vision plain?

· A Business Plan
· A Vision Statement 
· A Mission Statement
· A Value Proposition
· A Pitch Deck

Vision Strategy 
In studying the word of God in the book of Genesis, we can see that God not only had a vision for the world He was creating but He also had developed a plan for how He was going to execute His vision.  This is what we call "the how" or the "strategy" in our endeavors to implement the [business] plan.  It is important to differentiate “the how” from “the vision” because having a vision does not always demonstrate how it will be accomplished.   That is why God has enabled us as Christian Entrepreneurs to begin strategically considering our approach on how we are going to engage our vision, the resources needed in each step and the management of issues that we will encounter along the way.

Vision Execution = Action
· Strategy (Holy Spirit moved upon the face of the waters.)
· Resources (Let there be Light.)
· Order (1st day, 2nd day, 3rd day, 4th day, 5th day, 6th day, 7th day)
· Process (faith- driven process)
· Assessment (“and God said it was good”)

[bookmark: _Toc491191503][bookmark: _Toc495876797]Faith is Vision in Action – The Execution
As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is vital that we begin to adopt the concept that our faith is not merely an internal hope that lies dormant within our beings until we have to exercise it; to the contrary, it is an ever-present assurance that requires our activities to fulfill its work in the life of a Christian Entrepreneur.  Our faith is our fuel, our spiritual energy that takes vision from concept to reality. Without faith, there is no integrity in our speech because our words will be void and have no substance or energy to accomplish anything.  So, as our heavenly father who says in Isaiah 55:11 “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it”. In like manner, by the Grace of God, our faith will take the vision to become that which we call it. 

The Faith Driven Process
1. The Lord Said - The Declaration
2. The Lord Made - The Labor (integrity in the word)
	
Evaluation and Analysis: “And God said, ‘It is good.’” 
Mission statements are often defined as a statement of purpose or a mission statement that is used to communicate the purpose of an organization.  In our case, our mission explains how we will live out our purpose.  In the book, The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren, the central theme is "What on Earth Am I Here For?"  As Christian Entrepreneurs, our primary objective is to understand our purpose, our call, and our service to humanity.  We fulfill our purpose by establishing goals and objectives and then executing them; this is called "walking it out," or "walking by faith" or "walking in the light."  

Some mission statements found in the Bible
· “Go 9- therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19).
· “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

· “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country[b] and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed'" (Genesis 12:1-3).

· “And said unto them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem’” (Luke 24: 46-48).

It is important for every Christian Entrepreneur to understand that our abilities, talents, gifts, and unique expressions are not born of our individual existence.  Failure to realize this will again lead us to believe that it is by our own might that we are successful and this precept within itself is void of purpose and is born of our Ego.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we have learned that our purpose is realized in our “being” and not in our “doing”; and that the essence of our individuality is born of the Christ.  These collective principals are summarized as follows:

· Vision is born of the Light/God-consciousness. 
· Christ is the consciousness of all things.
· Everything in creation has consciousness/light. 
· It is the light of Christ that gives all things in the world their being.
· There is another source of consciousness, called darkness.
· We must walk in the light to develop strength.
· Everything created has a purpose.
· Understanding our purpose will give us a vision.
· Our mission is to live out our purpose.
· We execute our mission by faith.

[bookmark: _32hioqz][bookmark: _Toc491191504]










[bookmark: _Toc491440655][bookmark: _Toc495876798]Developing our Entrepreneurial Light






[bookmark: _Toc495876799]Mission of Christ 
As a Christian Entrepreneur, the question that you will have to answer is how the mission of my business lines up with the objectives and mission of Christ.  If you cannot answer this question, then you must consider, how the mission of your business is tied to your purpose since you are born of Christ.

In Luke 4:18, Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  One of the major epithets of this passage is found in the dimension of its truth.  In this context, we can ascertain the following: 

Jesus’ mission was and continues to:
1. Minister to those who are in poverty.
2. Provide a healing to those who are mentally and spiritually broken.
3. Deliver those who are in prison.
4. Give a physical sight to the blind.

However, upon closer introspection into Luke 4:18, we can, with confidence and assurance, know that Jesus would not discriminate against those who are materially wealthy in contrast to those who are materially poor.  It is, therefore, the light of our being, the awakening or rebirth of our Christ-consciousness that Jesus was anointed to preach the Gospel to the poor.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we are also anointed with the spirit of transformation that empowers, that challenges, that sustains and continuously gives hope and encouragement to those in need.  Every Christian Entrepreneur should know that material wealth is not the source of individual prosperity, but rather the ability to live out one's life with purpose.  An example of this can be found in the story of the rich young ruler in the Gospel of Matthew19:16-30.  The rich young man, who was found to be impoverished in spirit when he sought the counsel of Jesus on what he must do to get into the kingdom of heaven.  When Jesus told him to give away all of his possession and to follow him, he went away sad and disheartened because he was not willing to let go of his possessions as if they defined who he was.  Here is our understanding as Christian Entrepreneurs:

1. Material wealth cannot deliver nor satisfy an impoverished spirit, which is bound by the physical laws of its existence. (“Why do ye spend money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which satisfied not? Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness”, Isaiah 55:2).
2. The essence of the Gospel is designed to: 
a) Spiritually restore us and break the chains of poverty. (“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven which begins in the spirit”, Matthew 5:3).
b) Spiritually deliver us from the prison of sin, and recover the vision that was lost in Eden, which is the freedom and liberty of the spirit. ("If the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed", John 8:36).
c) Heal and repair the wounds of our transgression, and re-establish us in our purpose, which is the uniqueness of our individuality. (“If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:6-7).
d) Experience the grace of God. (“I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron”, Isaiah 45:2).
e) [bookmark: _Toc491191505][bookmark: _Toc491440657]Restore sight to the blind, or give back to us the ability to see spiritually. When our spiritual vision is restored, opportunities presented are checked for their alignment and balance with the whole of creation. In this way, our purpose is fulfilled because the world will not present thorns or thistles in opposition to our being. Genesis 3:18
[bookmark: _Toc495876800][image: ]Our Mission - Doing vs. Being
As Christian Entrepreneurs, many of us find ourselves spending years “Doing (a thing)” rather than “Being (a thing).” We have become so proficient at “Doing” that we often believe that the thing we are doing is, in fact, our purpose.  However, there comes a time when we all must examine the work and the opportunities presented to us in light of our purpose. We can do so by answering these questions: Are we happy? Are we fulfilled? Are we tired? Are we experiencing joy?  Are we creating joy? 

Joel 1:12 reads, “The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languished; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men.” From this, we glean that it is our joy that permeates the atmosphere with our energy and our spiritual wellness; this joy not only gives us a sense of well-being but it also radiates into the whole of creation and the fruitfulness of every living thing within the kingdom of God. As we survey our lives (and we should be doing this often), we find that when we don’t experience the fruitfulness in the world, it is because the joy of God has withered away from us.  This experience is not collective; but rather it is the kingdom of God within the individual, expressing itself as a living creation with purpose.  Thus, the question begs to be answered: How and when did we surrender our glory, which is our purpose, just to live in this world in a state of “doing”?  How and when did we start living paycheck to paycheck?  The answers are simple, yet profound:

How: We exchanged the simple things in life that once made us happy and gave of joy for a lie [Romans 1:25].  We begin to feel the need to establish ourselves by secular values which include the attainment of luxurious cars, precious jewelry, expensive name brand clothes and magnificent homes, all which are false visuals of success that entice us to pay for a look that will define and tell the world we have made it.  Just as the serpent had beguiled the women [Eve] in the Garden of Eden, with the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, this is the same mechanism that he [Satan] employs today to distract us from the joy and the personal glory of our just "being."

When: Jesus often talked about the Kingdom of God, describing it with many different attributes, conditions, nouns, and adjectives. However, there is one time in particular that He gave the condition for when we would be qualified to enter into the Kingdom.  In the Gospel of Matthew 18:3, He says, "Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus wanted his disciples to understand that as we mature into adulthood, we lose something of vital importance: our imagination to believe that anything is possible, our evolving curiosity about the world around us and our desire to explore its possibilities, and our desire to "be" and express ourselves with purpose. At some point, children will mature into adults and parents take the responsibility in preparing them for what they perceive to be "the real world" and how they [children] must be “ready” as adults for the challenges ahead.  However, Jesus said you cannot enter into the kingdom unless you become “as” a child.  Therefore, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we must consistently check our perspective on life, to see if our ambitions have been fueled by our purpose or are we adopting desires born of a vision that is not our own.  This is when, the initial question of when occurs, when our heart is misguided from the joy of simplicity and our imagination and adventurous spirit surrenders itself to move into the mundane everyday routine of “eating and living by the sweat of our brow,” for the glory of being considered successful.  

This is not a condemnation to those [of us] who have for years, even decades, had our focus on making a living, taking care of the family, trying to better ourselves, and leaving something behind for our children.  There is certainly no shame or lack of godliness in the integrity of our labor; and many of us have even built up substantial savings, looking forward to the day we can retire from our jobs.  However, it does serve the purpose of establishing kingdom vision which does not manifest itself as the fruit of our labor, but rather the fruit of the spirit that comes from living our lives according to the will of God so that we can experience the glory that God has intended for us.  When we have joy, we bring this joy into our relationships and we have an abundance of grace for our loved ones, our children, our co-workers, and our clients.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, finding your purpose can often be one of the most difficult challenges.  Why? Because we have become so good at "doing," that we have resolved that our purpose must be the thing that we "do" rather than a thing that we are to “be.”



[bookmark: _Toc495876801]THE JOEL JOY ASSESSMENT 
How does the Christian Entrepreneur evaluate their "doing" in contrast with their "being?"  I use a method that I call the "Joel Joy Assessment." The basis of this principle divides the life of a Christian into three basic categories where joy is experienced.

JOEL JOY ASSESSMENT
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Each of these categories depicts a separate yet intertwined circle of measure in the totality of our being.  However, when we do not find our purpose, there is no convergence of the three categories, and they remain separate. Our purpose, however, is to establish harmony and balance, which brings us into grace and in the unification of all three.  And when done, we find “JOY” at the center of each of these categories.
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Worship: When you don’t find joy in your worship:
· You will be continually searching for something else.
· You will not feel whole and spiritually complete.
· You will have questions that have not been resolved.
· You will struggle to stay committed and engaged in your development.
· You will not find your service.



Family: When you don’t find joy in your family:
· You will not be content in your relationships or marriage.
· You will always be looking for something or someone different.
· You will not have peace in your home.
· You will avoid family at all cost.
· You will argue constantly.

Work: When you don’t find joy in your work:
· You will be looking forward to getting off or taking a vacation.
· You will find reasons to get out of work.
· You cannot wait until retirement.
· You complain about your job/clients consistently.
· You will leave/close your doors if given the opportunity.

[bookmark: _Toc491191506][bookmark: _Toc491440658]As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should always survey ourselves for the thing that gives us joy and creates the most contentment in our lives.  You may find joy in dancing, cooking, helping others, building, fixing things, selling things, reading, painting, and the list goes on. However, what is most critical in our "Joy Joel Assessment," is that when we do find it [joy], we should make a point of concern to create the space for our passions to develop within it.
[bookmark: _Toc495876802]Kingdom Vision
The salvation mission of Jesus was to restore the efforts of humanity back into alignment; a course correction, if you will, from walking in darkness.  In the book of John, Jesus offers Nicodemus the solution to what a person must do to be a citizen of God's Kingdom. Unlike the other kingdom scriptures where Jesus primarily uses parables to describe the Kingdom of God, in this passage, Jesus reveals the process by which God's kingdom is revealed and then obtained.  He calls this process "being born again," and I use the word "process" because He establishes two parameters by which the Kingdom is obtained, the first is by seeing and the second by entering.  To be clear, this is not just a vision that Jesus alludes to, but rather it is Kingdom vision.  For more than 2000 years, the declaration made by Jesus to Nicodemus, as recorded in the Gospel of John chapter 3 verses 3-8, is still the most significant verse in the right of passage for every Christian Entrepreneur.   Unlike all the other business indicators that impact markets, profits, and economic condition, the conversation that Jesus had with Nicodemus has advanced a new breed of Christian Entrepreneurs and this new breed does not subscribe to the values of capitalism in its totality but rather believes that the battle between "the haves" and "the haves not" is their mission and within the makeup of their purpose, God will balance the scales of inequity through our righteous endeavors.

It is important to note that when I speak of capitalism, this is not a referendum against business profitability because everything that we do in the Spirit of God is ordained to be profitable.  However, profitability is not an economic system; it is a state of being fruitful as designed by the Creator.  Its results produce both wealth and poverty.  Capitalism, however, is an economic system designed by man to consolidate wealth within a select few, which is not in harmony with creation.  Capitalism under its current system, establishes a separation between individuals gifted with the ability to create and harvest and those who are gifted with various skills and abilities in support of the same.  However, economic disparity, under capitalism, is established when compensation is based on individual talent, education and other capitalistic systems of measurement.  So, it is no longer about our social and moral responsibility to live in service of the community and work harmoniously with others but rather to advance our own personal agenda so that we end up competing for resources to attain profitability as if supply was not infinite.  Those who live by its creed believe that the personal accumulation of money or resources establishes wealth, which gives power by which we rule and are subsequently governed.  So, as Nicodemus, a man of stature in the community, comes in the night, Jesus gives him the method and the process by which he can obtain the keys to the kingdom.  These keys will also create an economic rift, a shift in economic disparity, where the last will become first.  Let's examine this paradigm.

John 3:3-7 reads, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’ ‘How can a man be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!’ Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.’” 

[bookmark: _Toc491191507][bookmark: _Toc491440659][bookmark: _Toc495876803]Analysis of Kingdom Vision 
Part 1: Born Again  
This is where our voluntary, God-consciousness is restored. We are re-established by grace through the regeneration of the spirit. When we are born again, our spiritual eyes are re-opened because we are born anew:
a. Jesus said in John 3:3, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Notice that Jesus stated in John 3:3 that the first step in the process towards the kingdom is in our sight, which is also our God-consciousness. That is why Jesus says until you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God. Again, in John 3:3, Jesus describes the first step as “Kingdom realization.”  So that when we are born into the newness of God, we can now “see” the Kingdom. For every Christian Entrepreneur, this is the first step in the process of purpose realization or seeing the individual anointing: the restoration of sight, “I was blind but now I can see.”  It should also be obvious at this point, that you cannot enter into something you cannot see.  

Part 2: The Consecration 
Jesus tells Nicodemus part two of the Kingdom, He again says to Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” So assuming that we are born again, and we can know see the kingdom as required in John 3:3, Jesus, in John 3:5, establishes the process by which we can now enter into that which we see.  At this point, we must begin to walk in alignment in order to be consecrated into what we see, which is the Kingdom, the kingdom of God within us.  So, the second part is what Jesus refers to as being born of the water and the spirit; it is our baptism into internal unfolding of that which we see and who we are purposed to be [ our anointing].

The word consecration is defined as the action of making or declaring something sacred, set-apart.  Our walk is considered to be a sacred act so that tests, trials, and temptations become the actionable events taken by the Holy Spirit to consecrate us into our baptism for the sacred walk in preparation for the spiritual body we will attain at the first resurrection [Rev 20:4-6].    This process of consecration can occur over a short period, or it can take years; and during this time, the Holy Spirit is both the guide and issues/releases every trial, test, and temptation.  However, it is important to note that while God surely does not tempt us (James 1:13), this form of temptation is akin to a testing of our resolve, for which He has also prepared us for as He did for Jesus.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we emulate this process with quality control "QC" procedures that rate and determine a product or service reliability and the company’s assurance of them.  Additionally, Jesus unfolds a mystery to the Pharisees in Luke 17:20-21: “…when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, the kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.”  
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In this passage, Jesus reveals that it is not by external observation, but by spiritual introspection which is akin to having what we know as "the third eye."  This kind of sight is divine, also termed as insight which gives us the ability to see the Kingdom of God within ourselves.  Once our sight is received, it is now our assignment to walk in the new vision, the Kingdom vision.  There will be obstacles, the world is full of them, and the task before us may appear by our natural vision to be difficult.  However, the Kingdom of God, which is born within in us is our purpose; and since God is the architect of our purpose, our roots will run deep and our purpose will never fail.  For this reason, Jesus was baptized. He knew that He was and will remain the light, the path, and the doorway by which all would come, should they choose Him. Therefore, no matter the agony of His coming death, Jesus knew that by walking and fulfilling His purpose, He would enable all believers to "see" and then "enter" the kingdom.  Therefore, the duty of a Christian Entrepreneur during his season of development is to reach that place of maturity, realizing his or her purpose in Christ which should allow others to see and enter into what God has established through you [your service to others] that ultimately fulfills His purpose. The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 13:5, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?"

As a Christian Entrepreneur, we can be assured that as we continue to align and shift our personal goals and objectives from "doing" to living out our purpose [ being], “we will continue to face temptations of various sorts and oppositions designed to redefine what we now know to be true.  In the same regard, after Jesus’ baptism, He experienced three temptations that are the same ones we encounter, as we are baptized into our walk, into the kingdom.  This concept is further expressed to the Christian Entrepreneur as the host of temptations, the testing of God, the misuse of the power given to us, and the wealth of the world that will seduce our flesh.  It should, therefore, be clear that baptism is not just an outward expression of our faith and acceptance of Christ as our Savior, but more importantly a consecration of the inner spirit man, who is baptized into the mission and is now ready to be tested in order to live in out its purpose as an extension of the power of God, here on earth.  This process begins with:

· Our acknowledgment that we are born sinners.
· Our acceptance of Christ as our Savior with a true heart of repentance.
· Our seeking God to re-establish our spirit and align our walk in the light of truth
· Our understanding that as we are born again into our new life, that our walk begins with our baptism and our consecration into the newness.

[bookmark: _Toc495876804]The Results of Kingdom Vision
The Kingdom of God is not a place of escape from our misdeeds, but a place to turn away from them.  So, as we are born again, so is the way in which we do business.  So that when we see the kingdom in us, we not only see our purpose, we see our errors and the imbalance within our equation.  When we see the kingdom, and are baptized into the newness of God, we learn to walk in the spirit, and as babies, it takes time to learn how to balance ourselves and stabilize our walk.  When we see the Kingdom of God, our appetite also changes and God’s word becomes part of our daily meal plan.  When we see the kingdom, our perspective of business changes; our efforts are not in opposition or competition because we know our purpose and our purpose is established in God.  Therefore, our mantra becomes what “God has for me, is for all to be blessed with.” 

As Christian Entrepreneurs and disciples of Christ, it is our collective responsibility to see that the atmosphere today which is filled with turbulence, strife, political, economic, and social dissonance is our opportunity to harvest and baptize God's people into the vision given.  Jesus said the harvest is plenty, but the laborers are few. Therefore, as Christian Entrepreneurs, the Gospel of hope should be our priority, and we should use what the Lord has given us to do our share of the work.

The unified purpose of the Christian Entrepreneur
· See and walk in our God-ordained purpose. 
· We must have God vision or God’s insight to see our purpose and our possibilities. This is the kingdom that lives in you. (“Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you, Luke 17:21).

· We must be prepared to walk correctly; this is our consecration into living by grace. ("Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it”, Matthew 7:13-14).
As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is, therefore, our attitude towards our faith, our press to walk-in alignment with our faith, and our resolve to abide in our purpose that will give us business clarity.
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Christian Entrepreneurship




[bookmark: _Toc491440661][bookmark: _Toc491191509][bookmark: _Toc495876806]Our Spiritual Constitution
Webster defines a Constitution as a body of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other organization is acknowledged to be governed; the composition, forming or establishing of something.

The entire universe and everything that exist rather it can be seen or not is managed and operates by a set of divine spiritual laws.   And while we may not understand these spiritual laws, nevertheless, they are working harmoniously every day in creation to establish order, balance, sustenance, and peace.  Even when things appear to be chaotic, these spiritual laws are at work, so in this section of our study, we will explore the invisible nature of God to see the forces that are at work in the life of the Christian Entrepreneur.

For a Christian Entrepreneur to have long-term business sustainability, the business must be built on a solid foundation.  This foundation which is anchored in God is manifested as our purpose, and our purpose is born of Christ.  However, in addition to our foundation [purpose], we must have a constitution of spiritual laws that will impact our purpose much like a seed of a particular type, needs soil, water, sunlight and other resources so that it may fulfil its purpose.   These laws will also help to keep us in our purpose, functioning as the pulse of our business that continuously examines our ways, our efforts, and our motives, ensuring that we maintain harmony and balance with the rest of creation.  These are the laws that make up our constitution. We will examine them in detail. 

	#1 - The Law of Faith
	#7 - The Law of Investing

	#2 - The Law of Kind /Category 
	#8 - The Law of Order

	#3 - The Law of Unity 
	#9 - The Law of Charity

	#4 - The Law of Practice 
	#10 - The Law of Forgiveness

	#5 - The Law of Communion
	#11 – The Law of Harvest

	#6 - The Law of Compensation
	#12 - The Law of Grace

	#13 – The Law of Sacrifice


[bookmark: _3tbugp1][bookmark: _28h4qwu][bookmark: _Toc491191510][bookmark: _Toc491440662][bookmark: _Toc495876807]#1 - The Law of Faith

For we walk by faith, not by sight: (2 Corinthians 5:7)

The bible says that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).  So, for the Christian Entrepreneur, these words should translate to mean; that our purpose in God has been encapsulated by Him, as a seed of potential, afterwards He places us into the womb of life, we are then born into a world, only to set into motion the faith that is required to become what we were ordained to be.  So, just as God spoke Jeremiah in 1:5, Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”, God also knows us, and the kind of tree [purpose], that we could become, because the seed, was established in Him.  So, our faith is one of the most significant spiritual laws that enable us with the ability to build a business but we should be careful to build it in agreement with the will of God.

Principle #1: Faith defined: 
In the book of Hebrews 11:2, the scripture reads, “Now faith is the substance [hypostasis] of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." It is, therefore, reasonable to attest that faith is comprised of two components: the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. 

Let's examine the first part of this scripture, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for." As we approach this smaller piece of text, the first thing we notice is that the writer tells us that faith is something we are hoping for, meaning, it has yet to materialize.  We can also take note that because faith is equated with hope, that once the thing "hoped" for, has been attained, it is no longer faith, but rather, the evidence of the faith that we once had.  With this understanding, it should be clear in our analysis, that for faith to be alive and present, we must be living with a constant hope for that which is not currently tangible or has materialized.  It is for this reason that as Christians, we also place our faith in Christ so that our hope is in the coming of the Kingdom of God; both within us as well as on this earth.  Our hope also places us in our service to Christ, which is considered our spiritual contribution [co-labors], to the coming of the Kingdom of God here on earth.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, faith is, therefore, the catalyst that we need in realizing our purpose.  Without faith, we can neither see nor do we have the power to become that which God has ordained us to be. 

The next part of faith is defined by the author as “the evidence of things not seen?”  In our evaluation of this text, evidence, which is often used to quantify scientific observation, is the key to verifying that faith is working to materialize that which is has still not yet been attained.   I often use as an example, a young person who hopes to get a college degree one day.  While it takes 120 credits to attain a degree, according to faith, there will be evidence of their hope, as they activate their faith.  So that when we look at the activities of their hopefulness [faith at work], the actions they took are as follows; (1) they completed course credits, (2) they completed their core program, (3) and they finally receive a degree.  So that in each season of their labor, there is growing evidence of the manifestation of the degree being attained.  In this regard, the evidence of our faith will always be present to encourage us, so that the culmination of the prayers, with our labor, our patience, and our personal vigilance are all working on our behalf and giving us the evidence of faiths progress.

Principle #2: Faith in Action: 
In the book of Hebrews chapter 11:3, the scripture states, "Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." To reconcile this scripture, we go to the beginning where the Bible gives us the framing or making of the world, the book of Genesis.  So, as we turn to Genesis, and start from “In the beginning,” we eventually come to a consistent narrative in chapter 1 in the book of Genesis that helps us understand where the author got their understanding about God using faith to frame the worlds.  Let’s visit this analysis that I am discussing.
In the first Chapter of Genesis, we see a consistent pattern of verbal commands spoken by God, [and God said] as He pronounced what He intended to create.  Take the time to look in your bible, preferably the King James Version and make a note of the pattern in the text;
_________________________________________________________
Genesis 1:6-7
6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

Genesis 1:14,16
4 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.
_________________________________________________________

So, in our analysis, scripture reveals that faith in action is God not only speaking the word [ and God said], but He is also working on what to accomplish that which He spoke [and God made]. As a result, we understand that speaking and doing, is the integrity of faith and this action has been established as a principle law in the application of our faith.  James 2:26 also confirms faith as a process: "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”  
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As a matter of observation, the only time God speaks, and there is no labor is in the very first word of Genesis 1:3: "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.”  This was also the word spoken of by John when he said, in the beginning, was the Word, as I also referenced in the chapter “Decoding and Demystifying our Light”. 

For the Christian Entrepreneur, our faith is foundational; it is by our faith that our purpose is realized, just as creation was realized by God's use of faith.  At the core of our faith is the integrity of “saying” and “doing.” It is by our faith that we accomplish the end product or the actualization of our business plans.  It is not the plan that will manifest itself into our hopes and dreams, but it is when our plans [vision] encompass our efforts; then we complete tasks, assignments and have milestone evaluations to survey the advancements of our objectives.  Even the lack of progress can serve to help us in assessing the strength of our faith at work.

Principle #3: The Opposing Power of Faith
While the Law of Faith, empowers us with an incredible ability to manifest vision by speaking those things that are not as though they were (Romans 4:17), faith does have a spiritual power working in opposition to this incredible gift, and this force is called doubt.  As the arch enemy of every Christian Entrepreneur, doubt serves as a power that can annihilate dreams, vision, hopes and our creative spirit.  Doubt can bring a disturbance and interference in what you "see" by altering the truth based on temporal experiences.  We all remember Peter's episode in the Bible where he requested permission to come to Jesus and had to do so by walking on the water, scripture says:

And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? (Matthew 14:28-30).
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Doubt is to vision what weeds are to wheat, it must be uprooted.

Again, Doubt is a spiritual force, so in being a spiritual force, it has spiritual attributes which are purposed to hinder the vision of every Christian Entrepreneur.  Below are the spiritual characteristics of doubt that every Christian Entrepreneur should not only be cognizant of but expect to surface in their endeavors:

· Doubt always shows up when vision or hope appear.
· Doubt cannot see the vision
· Doubt chokes out vision and hope.
· Doubt destabilizes the hopeful.
· Doubt is born out of ignorance.
· Doubt possesses a spiritual power.

James 1:5-8: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith, without doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let, not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should endeavor to use our faith to fulfill our purpose, because it is in our purpose that God has enabled our ability to be fruitful and to multiply.  Working our faith is akin to working the muscles of our body, so that when our faith is developed, we walk in the strength of our constitution, our resolve is fortified, and others see our light.  That is why the Hebrew author stated, "Without faith, it is impossible to please God". However, if doubt does come into our mind, we have one weapon in our arsenal, that can dispel doubt as it rises; and that weapon is prayer. 
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#2 - The Law of Kind / Category

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. (Genesis 1:24)

The Law of Category is rooted in the diversity of expression that gives to each thing its realm of uniqueness which we call a “Category.”  Every ray of sunlight has unique qualities, and differing attributes giving glory to the sun and to the creator who made all possible.  By understanding the principles of categorization every Christian Entrepreneur is empowered to express the uniqueness of their light [purpose] and the contribution that we all make to glorify God.
 
Principle #1: The Foundation of Categorization
In the book, the 22 Immutable Laws of Marketing by Al Riles and Jack Trout, Law# 2, "The Law of the Category" states that if you cannot be the first in your category, then set up a new category.  Eric Sink, a successful software developer and marketing expert said in his analysis of this law: "This is just another way of explaining a concept called "differentiation."  The authors further add that “new entrepreneurs think purely in regard to finding a product which is better than the competition.  But so very often, it is more important to be different than to be better.  Every difference defines a category.  And for each category, somebody is the leader.  In other words, a large market is just a cluster of small markets.  Tackle the large market, and you will probably lose.  Tackle a small market, and you might just win“ (Al and Jack). 

This method of unique differentiation and categorization is not a new thing in God's creation.  From the beginning of time, God had intended for every living thing in creation to procreate after its kind, giving a multitude of unique expressions.  Genesis 1:24 reads, “And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.” While the uniqueness of expressions are external qualities that we can experience through our physical senses; it is the unique purpose of each thing that was made that brings harmony and peace to the universal equation.  So, that when we look at the incredible, beautiful and sometimes strange creatures in this world, we should pause to reflect that God has uniquely placed them all in service for our existence; so that nothing created is without purpose.

Principle #2: The Benefit of Differentiation
As Christian Entrepreneurs, the Law of Kind / Category uniquely enables us to:
1. Develop product, solution, or service differentiation with a niche market focus.
2. Develop domain expertise in a niche area. 
3. Cultivate and acquire market share in highly competitive markets.  

Industry examples of category kinds

	Homes
	Beverages
	Cars

	Single Family
Multi-Family
Townhomes
Condos
Apartments
Co-ops
	Soda
Juice (apple, orange)
Mineral Water
Sparkling Water
	Compact
Mid-size
Full-Size
Sports
Luxury Sedan



For the Christian Entrepreneur, not to be gimmicky, we must ensure that as we look to differentiate ourselves by using the uniqueness of categorization, that we develop our uniqueness from our purpose. Sometimes it may seem hard to identify, what makes us different, however, if we listen very carefully to the people around us and those that we love, we will discover that they often tell us what makes us unique in their eyes.   As a pet lover, I have had several dogs of the same breed and each one had a unique personality unlike the others before.  Thus, the law of category is beholding unto our purpose, so that as each ray of sun is a part of the sun, each ray of expression, has unique character in its details.  Likewise, billions of people, created from the same mold, but each of us has a unique DNA, giving us all our biological differentiation.  So as Christian Entrepreneurs we don’t have to really find or manufacture differentiation, we just have to look within, listen and observe.    


[bookmark: _37m2jsg][bookmark: _Toc491191512][bookmark: _Toc495876809]#3 - The Law of Unity

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1)

The Law of Unity is consistently expressed throughout scripture as form of single mindedness.  This may be conceptually challenging to the Christian Entrepreneur since the scripture also talks about the uniqueness of our making.  However, at the highest level we all should be able to understand that even though we come in many different varieties, with many different flavors of expression that gives each us a unique categorization, the truth is, our expressions are born from the same source.  Just as the branches of a tree will all have unique characteristics that differentiate one branch from the other, however, they all come from a trunk that unifies them as a-part of one tree.  Therefore, the glory of God is always expressed in our uniqueness, but we are all connected to the same vine that sustains us and gives us our perceived individuality.  

Principle #1: Unity Begins and Ends with God
The law of unity is a double-edged sword because while God desires for us to be one, the caveat is, our oneness or unification with each other, must also include Him.  To expound on this, let’s take a journey into the book of Genesis chapter 11:5-8, which reads as follows:

And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men built, And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do, Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So, the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 
 
In this biblical account, it is the unified mission of the people which did not include the presence of God by which their efforts were thwarted.  From this scripture, it is clear that vision is an act of God, but this does not mean that God is, or will be, present in the vision. As children of God, He knows our potential and our capabilities because He is the source of our potential.  He also knows that we would use our abilities to create, to innovate, and to develop the world around us which is why he declared for us to subdue and to have dominion over everything that lives in the sea and the earth (Genesis 1:28); however, our dominion was not over the earth but that which lives in it.  So, when our goals are driven by desires and inspiration not born of His Spirit, God does not honor that vision, no matter how great it may appear to be.  Again, reading Genesis 11:5 the word says, “Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.” Keywords: “Nothing will be restrained from them.” So, in this light of consciousness, it is apparent that God acknowledges our potential and in doing so, he leaves us with the understanding of His awareness of our abilities.  It is, therefore, not an accident and neither is it scriptural rhetoric that justifies the cause of different languages, but it is the living word, a personal testimony, from the mouth of the creator, that will establish for every listener who can hear, why we fail in many of our endeavors.  In this regard, our unity begins and ends with Christ, for he is also the Alpha and the Omega of the efforts and ambition of man.  So, it is imperative that every Christian Entrepreneur understand that absent God everything we do is at our own risk.     

Principle #2: Unity with God
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).

As Christian Entrepreneurs, our vision should not only be conceived in the Spirit of God, but also developed and planned in His presence.  One of the biggest hurdles I have witnessed over the years as a business coach and consultant for entrepreneurs is their single-minded belief that somehow developing their plans with God would require them to surrender their vision to God. It was often expressed in unfettered environments that when God’s presence is invoked into the business, we lose our sense of self-purpose and are now just living for God.  This was a surprising revelation to me; however, many Christian Entrepreneurs believe this; so, it has therefore, become a widely accepted narrative that living for God is surrendering one’s life.  What a great misconception this is! What I also discovered through deeper conversations, is that most [people] who believe this, have not found their purpose, but are being guided by their gifts, talents, and abilities, which is an illusion of what is to be a purpose-driven Christian Entrepreneur.  After surveying this mindset to understand the source of this common assertion completely, I realized that these thoughts are derived from a power that seeks to divide the spiritual bond between man and the creator.  In Ephesians 6:12 the word of God says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” To this end, men have moved from the spirit of collaboration to engage the spirit of competition; where companies develop trade secrets, formulas and create patents just to have the winning edge.  Forget about sharing and social responsibility to others; in the present world, we live in a kingdom that is divided and cannot stand for too much longer.  Each man has become his own god, fighting and scrapping amongst the other gods to attain wealth as if it was in low in supply.  So, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we have to be cognizant of these devices and what they will drive us to do and to become for the sake of competition or wealth accumulation.  It is, therefore, our unity with God that brings about the clarity of our purpose, and a divine spark of conscious awakening, that consumes the heart in self-realization, that God is not an external being but rather the source of our being and outside of Him we have no existence or purpose.   It is our unity with God that also moves us from our ego to the eternal ego of the great ”I AM.”  Jesus understood this union, which is why he said, "I and the Father, are One" (John 10:30).

Principle #3: Unifying Purpose
In this journey called life, God provides all of us with the opportunity to develop our gifts, talents and abilities.  So, as we engage in various opportunities, professions and general work, he is actually cultivating our gifts and talents so that they are strengthened and ready when he reveals to us our purpose.  For example, the gift of teaching does not mean you will be a teacher in the traditional sense; although, the traditional institution may be the playground for developing and cultivating the gift of teaching until the season of purpose is realized.  God, in the midst of our vision, gives us clarity in our call, our purpose. He can remove years of frustration if we only would seek Him in all of our plans. So, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we must understand that purpose is always unified and never stands on its own.  It is the exchange of vital resources among every living thing that gives the opportunity for diversity, beauty, and uniqueness.  However, while life can be defined and expressed in different measures; life in its simplicity is the unified expression of the glory of God in which man is the crowning jewel (Psalm 8:4).  When the Christian Entrepreneur can fully digest this spiritual truth, it is only then that we truly understand the unifying principle of collaboration for empowerment versus competition for profits and the amassing of wealth.

Principle #4: Unity with Others
An excerpt from Peter F. Drucker, a renowned American and Australian educator and author whose work has been considered the foundation for the American Business Corporations.  Mr. Drucker, wrote Managing Oneself, a Harvard Business Review Classic, that states your values must be aligned with the others you work with.  He states, “To work in an organization whose value system is unacceptable or incompatible with one’s own, condemns a person both to frustration and to non-performance (Peter Drucker Institute).” It is for this very reason that many of our business ventures fail when we find ourselves working with others who do not share the same values.  A similar condition occurs when people that work for you, do not have faith and confidence in your mission and therefore doubt that your objectives can be achieved; doubt often surfaces when you work with people who do not share the same core values.  By attempting to build a business with individuals whose values do not align with yours will inevitably create hostility and turbulence within the ranks of your business.  Moreover, if you do share the same values as those you work with, you will benefit greatly and appreciate the godly counsel you receive as you begin the execution of your business plan.  So as a Christian Entrepreneurs, by evaluating synergy and shared values in all of our business relationships, we will establish a formidable team, which is essential as begin to navigate our business through stormy and unpredictable seas.  Making the right choice, maybe a challenging endeavor and very often, it's hard to attain, which is why we must have a God-centered approach to evaluating people [invite God into the selection] that also have the required business and professional qualifications.  

Principle #5:  Unifying Business Resources
Christian Entrepreneurs should take careful consideration when soliciting and building an advisory and management team.  Typically, I advise new business owners to begin their process of team-building with a board of directors.  Many entrepreneurs bypass this step, and later, find out that this step is the development of the soul of their business and should continuously be under evaluation and development.  I often suggest finding individuals who are successful in a business that is related or can be a source of referrals to your business.  Remember, you are not just recruiting advisors, you are creating a team of individuals that:

1. Share and have the same core values.
2. Provide you with sound business counsel that is aligned with your values.
3. Share with you their experiences and hurdles.
4. Have a genuine interest in your success.
5. Contribute to your success.

As a Christian Entrepreneur, it is imperative to keep at the forefront of your mind that business people are busy; therefore, set meetings in an environment that fosters engagement, relaxation, and is stress-free. If you can afford it, I suggest monthly or quarterly meeting over dinner at your home or in a nice restaurant with a private room.  Make sure to set an agenda with time for small talk and always open and close with prayer.  Consider adding to your meeting agenda, the following as topics of conversations to gain insight into the spiritual foundation of your board members:

· How can we center vison of the business in Gods mission?
· Would God approve of this vision?
· What are the core values of our team?
· What principles should distinguish a Christian business?



[bookmark: _1mrcu09][bookmark: _46r0co2]

[bookmark: _Toc491191513][bookmark: _Toc491440664][bookmark: _Toc495876810]#4 - The Law of Practice

Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (Philippians 4:9)

The Law of Practice seeks to establish consistency in our behavior.  Every Christian Entrepreneur must adopt or develop for themselves as well as others who work with them, best practices that support the development of positive and impactful conditions.

Principle #1: Our Habits are the Source of our Consistency
One of the most famous and empowering quotes that every Christian Entrepreneur should know and meditate upon was written by an English writer and poet, Samuel Johnson who said: “The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken.”  Successful businessmen like Warren Buffet and Bill Gates, are often heard quoting Samuel Johnson, as they religiously adhered to developing good habits.  So, while our skills, talents and gifts are important, it is our daily practices that we either “do” or we “don’t do” that will ultimately be distinguishing factor in our business efforts.  

As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is important to understand the only way your purpose can be realized will be by exercising the required habits that will bring about the manifestation of your purpose. Every day we search for purpose; chasing one idea after the other, only to realize that our purpose has always been right there in front of us. Simply stated, we have not been consistent in developing the habits to actualize our purpose.  In order to live out our purpose, habits are required but so many of us spend a lifetime going from one thing to the next, never finding rest and ultimately becoming frustrated and believing that God has not shown us our purpose. 


Principle #2: Developing Habits Gives Activity to Purpose
Habits are the persistent and consistent foundation of purpose and without them, we fail to realize our purpose. When we acknowledge our purpose, we must develop the necessary and required habits needed through daily routines that strengthen the foundation of purpose. In other words, our habits are the legs of our purpose, and without them, we may be spiritually born again, but cannot stand or walk in our purpose.  As a Christian Entrepreneur, developing and cultivating our purpose begins with forming the habits that support the vision that God has given us. 

The Bible teaches us, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new", 2 Corinthians 5:17.  So as Christian Entrepreneurs, we also need to walk in a new way, not with the legs of the old man; we need to develop new legs which are shaped and formed by new habits that will support the newness of ourselves in Christ. With a renewed mind, we need to have a renewed walk. (“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”, Romans 12:2.)
[image: ]	 
Principle #3: Evaluating Habits for Consistency
Many times, an assumption is made that habits are something we do and not what we don’t do; but on the contrary, both are habits.  For example, if we don’t have a habit of reading daily, then we consider this not to be a habit when in fact it is.  It’s just a habit that will not support our development in reading.  This is significant to the Christian Entrepreneur because too often, we focus on the habits we do and not the ones we don’t.  Consider this checklist and determine if you have any of these habits:

1. Reading daily information in your industry
a. Information on new developments
b. Information about the market leaders
c. Information about the champions, pioneers
2. Spiritual development
a. Practice daily prayer and meditation.
b. Have motivational and enlightening discussion with others.
3. Strengthening your weakness
a. Develop areas in which you are weak.
b. Step outside your comfort zone.
4. Live within your means / Financial restraint
a. Take 10-20% of your earnings for your savings account, even if you must use it later.
b. Do not allow trends, styles, and fashion to consume you.
c. Be frugal. 
5. Do something for someone else
a. Open your hands and be charitable.
b. Join a community project or an organization.
c. Don’t throw away things; clean them up and give them away.
6. Spread your message/vision
a. Every day, you should be sharing and sowing your message into others.

[bookmark: _2lwamvv][bookmark: _111kx3o]According to the Gospels, Jesus would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.  The habits we practice will cultivate and shape our behavior, our attitude, our understanding, and our faith. As a matter of principle, our faith cannot be developed without the continuous exercising of hope.  In various vocations, such as medical or legal, we often see the word "practitioner" ascribed to those who are faithful and devoted to that particular discipline.  Therefore, when a doctor practices medicine, he or she is involved in daily rituals and procedures that make them a practicing physician.  It is our habits that will ultimately define not just our character, but the excellence we have established in our purpose as Christian Entrepreneurs.
[bookmark: _Toc491191514][bookmark: _Toc491440665][bookmark: _Toc495876811]
#5 - The Law of Communion / Prayer
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (1 Corinthians 2:12)

As Christian Entrepreneurs, our meditation and prayer life is the most important habit that we should be continuously developing.  While our faith is the foundation upon which our purpose is manifested, our prayers are the stakes that keep us fastened and spiritually grounded.  Our prayer life also opens a spiritual channel to the source of our faith [Christ] enabling us to remain steadfast in our endeavors while keeping us balanced in our dealings so that Gods mercy and grace permeate all of our business activities.  Over the years, I have witnessed many entrepreneurs start a venture, where they are committed to a vision that will have a tremendous impact on the community; however, at some point, their focus shifted from purpose to profits.    In short, prayer keeps us centered in our purpose [in Christ] so that we will not have to make course corrections along the way.

Principal #1: Prayer is Our Spiritual Alignment into Source
As a Christian Entrepreneur, our business is not something we do; it is in fact, who we are [purpose].  It is, therefore, necessary that when we pray, we commune with the Father about our endeavors, the obstacles we see, and the hurdles we have overcome.  When we do, our prayers often shift from pleas of "Lord help me," to prayers of thankfulness in giving us the clarity to see the end so that our endurance is fortified and our resolve becomes steadfast.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we are not driven by external value systems established by men, but rather by the internal calling of God that gives us purpose, hope, inspiration and a sense of well-being.  So that when we pray, we should pray for:
	· Peace
· Clarity
	· Wisdom
· Strength

	· Discernment



Principle #2: Prayer Cultivates our Purpose and Wholeness
As Christian Entrepreneurs, when we practice a life of prayer and communion, we tap into the realm of grace and access our spiritual power, more affectionately known as the anointing.  However, without consistency in prayer, our anointing will come and go, like the waves in the ocean; and in this see-saw state of existence, in one moment we will be high in confidence, and at other times we will question ourselves and the course that we have charted.  The Apostle James in 1:6-8 says "6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways."  And while this scripture is referencing faith, I can tell you from first-hand experience that when we do waver in our faith, it is always has to do with our prayer life.   As Christian Entrepreneurs, we come with many skills, natural gifts, and talents that enable us to function and carry out our business endeavors, but when we are anointed in our purpose, we become extraordinary [set-apart].   It is our anointing that gives us that Midas touch, the power of the Holy Spirit, where the grace of God spills out onto us, setting us apart, and crystallizing our purpose in Him.  Prayer is always the answer because it helps to develop our faith.  So, just as Jesus, stayed prayed up, while he took the journey to the cross, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we need the anointing of the Holy Spirit so that we will not waver in our prayers.

Principal #3: The Effects of Prayer
The effect of a disciplined prayer life not only gives power and assurance to the Christian Entrepreneur, but it also draws from the well-spring of life, enabling God's grace to consecrate our efforts in righteousness.  A solid prayer life will also give us peace of mind and help us to arrest the conflicting thoughts of doubt that attempt to discourage us and to find us unworthy of God’s grace.  Additionally, In James 5:16 the word says “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  So, As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is our prayer life that also works to establish us, as the righteousness of Christ, so that we not only have Gods peace but also the path is cleared for us to live out our purpose.  

[image: ]

Rick Beneteau, a successful songwriter and author, has a very powerful entrepreneur’s prayer that I believe should be a guiding template for every Christian Entrepreneur; read it and be blessed.

As I awaken with the gift of yet another day and prepare for the tasks at hand, I offer up this most ardent prayer:

I pray for continued clarity of purpose so that I may hold my vision steady and keep my focus on the needs and success of others, which in turn shall bring me my success.

I pray for the wisdom to expect abundance in my life, that it surrounds me and is available for the taking and to be shameless and unapologetic upon its receipt, for I deserve abundance.

I pray for a cheerful countenance, be it clear or cloudy skies and that I may radiate and infect others with my positive attitude.

I pray for the trust of others that they may recognize my sincerity and true intentions so that we may move forward together.

I pray for the strength to fend off adversity and use my desire and determination as both weapon and shield.

I pray for the courage to carry forth my convictions during the battle of business and to resist temptation to a quicker monetary result when such temptation compromises these things for which I stand.

I pray that I may be used as a lightning rod to collect the amazing ideas already present in the universe and when blessed with such inspiration, that I may be able to apply my talents and abilities to turn the power of thought into a measurable advancement of my goals.

I pray to retain my childhood wonder so that I can recognize and revel in the small miracles of each day that others may miss.

I pray for an infinite supply of self-confidence for it alone fortifies faith, strengthens my resolve and conquers the largest enemy I will ever face—fear.

I pray for a compassionate spirit and the patience to offer those who seek my advice and my help as well as my full and undivided attention.

I pray for good health and a feeling of well-being, and the continued desire to improve those areas of my physical life I may be neglecting in the name of my spiritual and Entrepreneurial advancement.

I pray that today is a day of excellence and at its conclusion, I can acknowledge and be grateful for the forward motion I have made and the growth I have experienced.

I pray most of all for the understanding and support of those closest to my heart, my family, that they will equate what may seem like endless hours of apparent preoccupation with affairs of business to what is at the very core of my being, that which drives me, for once I achieve what I have set out in its fullest, I will become that complete being that I strive to be.

It is for these things that I pray, for I am an entrepreneur (Beneteau).

As Christian Entrepreneurs, prayer is not only the cornerstone of our constitution, but it is the conduit by which our power is received.  So, it is of vital importance that we formulate prayer habits [law of practice] to strengthen our spiritual channel of communication. Therefore, remain in prayer, so that the hand of God will be with you in everything that you do.





[bookmark: _3l18frh][bookmark: _Toc491191515][bookmark: _Toc491440666][bookmark: _Toc495876812]#6 -The Law of Compensation (Sowing and Reaping)

"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap" (Galatians 6:7). 

Author Ralph Waldo Emerson, in his essay, "Compensation," wrote that each person is compensated in like manner for that which he or she has contributed. In other words, the law of compensation is an interpretation of the law of sowing and reaping.   However, the present-day world has shifted the value system, so that many business professionals are more concerned about the compensation they receive, than the value and quality of service they give.  As a result of this shift in value and care, citizens of this nation including other countries, have been systematically reduced to that of consumer inventory; so that our sole purpose equates to our being a transactional commodity for the generating of revenue.  However, this is not the “Economy of God”; this is the ripening of capitalism before it transitions to the final stage in which it rots.   In this present condition, there is little care or concern about the other side of the ledger that fosters good health, well-being, security, strength, and peace but rather the emphasis is always on profitability, and the accumulation of wealth, which has created a devastating imbalance in this economy that will not go unrewarded.  In short, the scales of justice will always be balanced; it is the law. A good friend of mine, Obie McKenzie, a Bible Economist and at the time of this work product is also a managing Director at the largest financial institution in the world, told me a story about a time when he loaned someone money and they didn’t pay him back.  He said that initially he grieved that a friend would leave him out but eventually he just let it go.  However, there was another part of the story in which he told about how God had restored his losses, this was the most powerful and memorable aspect of his testimony.  You see, many of us may have had experiences when the compensation or what we are owed does not come from the source we anticipated, but rather, from another unexpected source.  This phenomenon is what we consider to be the law of compensation, and this law does not work in a static environment, neither does it on a transaction-by-transaction basis. The law is dynamic, and it keeps a record to increase or decrease your spiritual ledger for the seed(s) sown, the debts owed to you and the debts you owe to others.  It is equally important to understand, the law of compensation is not a form of reprimand, and neither is it a form of reward; its principles apply to both Christians and non-Christians alike, for the Bible tells us that God is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11) so that the same sun which shines on the just also shines on the unjust (Matthew 5:45).

Principle # 1: Consider Your Ways
Is it time for you, yourselves, to dwell in your paneled houses, and this house lie in ruins? Now therefore thus says the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. You have sown much, and bring in little; you eat, but you have not enough; you drink, but you are not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he that earns wages earns wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thus, says the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. (Haggai 1:4-7)

The Law of Compensation is not just about working and earning money, it is about sowing and reaping and in this principle, it’s about evaluating our struggle to be satisfied with all that we have gained.  I must confess that this principle has had a major impact on my life and I thank, Mr. Obie McKenzie who brought it to my attention to meditate upon during one of our “Iron sharpens Iron sessions (Proverbs 27:17).  So, as Christian Entrepreneurs, understanding this precept which lies at the heart of our business endeavors, will spare us the hardship of seeing no gains from our hard labor [thorns and thistles] because we are living by perception instead of the spirit of God.  In this scripture, Haggai's heed to the believer to "consider your ways" has become a holistic approach in correcting our sphere of power so that we are always aligned with God.  From Haggai, we read that the people had resolved that it was not the time to build the house of God.  However, God's house is the unified temple of habitation for our spiritual dwelling, it is also the source that not only provides us with a covering so that we may have integrity and power in a physical world but it is also the regulatory system that keeps us from consuming world values that will work in opposition to our righteousness in Christ.  Therefore, it is imperative that we build up our spiritual home in order to live in the integrity and well-being of our physical state.  It is only by the spirit that we realize our power which is also our freedom: freedom from debt, freedom to live in purpose, freedom to choose what is right and good for ourselves as well as others.  If we choose to neglect our spiritual home, as communicated in Haggai, we will be subject to living a life of lack even though we have received much.  I believe this message is so powerful, that I would suggest for every Christian Entrepreneur to sit with it and mediate upon it, to fully digest its implications, so that our behavior and deeds will be continuously monitored by the Holy Spirit that dwells in the spiritual house of God. 

Principle # 2: Pay What You Owe
In the book of Deuteronomy, the Bible tells us that God desires that we be the lender and not the borrower.  Why?  Because as the borrower, we become indebted to the lender and debt creates both physical and spiritual enslavement. Physical enslavement because we become bonded in a physical liability to another person.  This same debt also creates a spiritual liability that is recorded and kept on the books of our account as long as the debt remains.  If you don't pay your debt, the Law of Compensation imputes suffering upon you, not just with bad credit, but the universe will join in and also hold back potential earnings to pay off your spiritual liabilities.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, this precept is found in Matthew 18:18: "Verily I say unto you, whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be what has been bound in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be what has been loosed in heaven.” The reciprocation of binding and losing in both the physical and spiritual spheres cannot be circumvented; however, by true repentance, the mercy of God will find us and deliver to us His peace which will keep us during our time of struggle.  It is for this very reason that many entrepreneurs struggle in trying to understand why their efforts are not being realized after years of hard work; who and how much do you owe?  

Principle # 3: Spiritual Solvency
As Entrepreneurs, we keep and maintain in our business financial ledgers of receivables and liabilities.  The test of our business solvency or being classified by what is defined as a "going concern," is based on the ratio of assets to liabilities.  The more assets we have in relation to our debt, the stronger we are in our business.  The counter balance to our physical business financial ledgers are the spiritual ledgers we have in Heaven.  It is for this reason that the Christian Entrepreneur should ensure that they build up the spiritual side of this equation by considering the things of God that are eternal and not temporal. 

Jesus advises us in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust does corrupt, and where thieves breakthrough and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust does corrupt, and where thieves do not breakthrough nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

Principle # 4: Be Shrewd in Your Righteousness.
Luke 16:1-9 reads, “And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? Give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward. Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? For my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore. And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light. And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.”

The word of God calls for us to be good stewards.  The core meaning of this parable is that we are to be generous with our wealth and use it for the benefit of others.  In this way, we build up the spiritual side of our ledger.  This, however, is not to be confused with our salvation or attempts at buying our way into Heaven; but rather being shrewd and wise with our physical wealth, which includes our influence, so that we make investments in our spiritual well-being.  This is the Law of Compensation. 

Principle #5: Create Value
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we must understand value. Even if others have not discerned the importance, the opportunity is for the Christian Entrepreneur to communicate the value or state the value proposition successfully.  In the Law of Compensation, this is a true art form, and mastering the ability to give more value than you receive, will build up the spiritual ledger in your favor.

Principle #6: Minimal Effort
In an article published in Success Magazine, Robert Kiyosaki, author of Rich Dad Poor Dad, described the Law of Compensation by saying, "Returns are minimal in-spite of massive efforts at the start, yet returns can be huge with minimal efforts over time."  This principle is akin to sowing a single apple seed, which can reap a tree with hundreds or up to a thousand of apples, in which each apple will have five (5) seeds in its core during the season of harvest (Kiyosaki).  In this example, we all can experience exponential returns from minimal effort.  Often, people are trying to use the power of prayer alone to attain things; however, laws work as a constitutional body with each law in harmony with the other.  So, when we do not have a harvest, we must ask ourselves when and what did we sow?  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we understand that the seeds we sow today will be reaped in the future. So that if we are seeing no fruitfulness in our business the question is what and when did we sow.

Principle #7: Understanding the Seeds We Sow
We often identify sowing and reaping with farming, but farming is just one of the processes and mechanisms for sowing and reaping.  Other processes include the time we spend or don't spend; the attention we give or don't give; the messages we communicate or don’t communicate; the care that we provide and the patience that we have. All of these [and even more] are methods of sowing.  The seeds [processes] we sow are always spiritual as well as physical.  The Bible instructs in Galatians 6:8, "For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” We cannot escape this law; however, we can nullify the adverse effects of reaping undesired consequences by using the law of forgiveness, which I will explain later in greater detail. 

As Christian Entrepreneurs, the law of compensation is what governs our harvest; and by the very essence of the law, we understand that our deeds are our seeds.  Consequently, as we conduct business, from planning to execution, we must be mindful of the seeds we are sowing.  Look at the following examples of sowing and reaping to help establish clarity: 


1. When we sow a mess, we reap an environment of chaos.
2. When we sow order, we reap an environment of clarity.
3. When we sow studious, we reap knowledge.

“All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits. Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established” (Proverbs 16:2-3).
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“Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may come upon the land” (Ecclesiastes 11:2). 

As we begin the discussion about the Law of Investing, I want to make it clear to every Christian Entrepreneur that investing for the kingdom of God, is as an act of righteousness, not to be equated with investing in worldly ventures for the amassing of personal wealth.  The Bible tells us in Proverbs 13:22 “A good person leaves an inheritance for their children's children, but a sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous”, so, on the legs of this wisdom, we should understand that within the heart of our purpose we are by nature made to be prosperous, and that in our prosperity, we should have plenty to leave to future generations.  Equally, it is important to note that that if our motives and how we acquire our wealth is in conflict with the righteousness of God, the scales of justice will inevitably be balanced giving back to God, all that was un-righteously taken.  Therefore, as a fundamental criteria, every Christian Entrepreneur should also understand that our investments are critical in our Kingdom building efforts.  And just as our business profit and loss statements [P&L’s] are merely financial perspectives and that the business cash flow statement is considered to be the real financial indicator when it comes to the health of a business, likewise our investments are the financial perspectives and our charity is our indicator for how well we are impacting our community.  It is also the cash flow of a business that enables smart and strategic investments that will allow a business to diversify their income, plan for growth, long-term sustainability and charity.  However, many Christian Entrepreneurs do not have any investment activities or vehicles at the core of their business; neither do they understand how the Law of Investing will significantly impact the fruitfulness of their business.

To accurately define the Law of Investing, let's begin by understanding its foundation, which starts with a vision.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we all should know that we must invest our time, and our resources for the seeds of our vision to begin to germinate then become rooted.  In this regard, we also understand that our vision is merely a seed of possibility and until the seed has the proper resources [water and [image: ]fertile soil], it remains an un-manifested vision. This applies to every physical seed and also applies to our vision which is the spiritual seed of our purpose. In order for a vision to manifest, the process begins with sowing the vision into the required resources.  As resources for growth are applied, the vision must adhere to its blueprint for the manifestation of its possibilities; this is obedience.  
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Principle #1: Investment Should be at the Core of Business
In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus tells a parable of a rich master “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents beside them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of [image: ]teeth.


While it should be obvious that this parable is about the servants’ stewardship in investing the master’s money, what may not be so obvious is the master’s objective, which will become evident as we move through the text.  In verse 24, the servant stated, “I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed;” and in verse 26, the master confirms by saying, “You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.” It should, therefore, be clear from this scripture that investing is not the same as sowing, because the master is looking to reap without ever having to sow. The Bible tells us in Galatians 6:7 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  However, in this parable that Jesus is telling us that the master is looking to reap an increase, from the wealth that he has established, without having to sow.   Without diving too deep into the full spiritual meaning of the parable, one of the conclusions that we can agree on is that investing is a mechanism whereby gains can be obtained without sowing.  In the light of this, it is essential for us to have a greater understanding of this law and the spiritual implication it has in our business.  However, before we explore some of the other principles to bring more clarity to the law, I would suggest to every Christian Entrepreneur, that the Law of Investing [works God’s original math of multiplication], and the Law of Charity [works God’s giving of that math], be established at the core of your business. These two laws form what I consider to be the heart of a business; and without a heart, we cannot fulfill our purpose.  When a business does not have charity, and investing at its core, it will be consumed, like a piece of fruit that has no seeds, no potential for fruitfulness or multiplication, it can only be eaten.  So, the primary objective of this stated principle, is to ensure that we understand, charity and investing are at the core of every purpose-driven business.    For the Christian Entrepreneur, we must have clarity in our understanding that a seed’s internal properties and internal possibilities are not void in what they will accomplish; instead, if they are present, they will fulfill their purpose when given the opportunity, but they must be present.  The Bible tells us in Isaiah 55:10-11, “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. So, from this scripture, we understand, that God speaks of accomplishing His purpose, by giving it the ability to be fruitful and multiply.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we have our purpose in God, which is at the heart of our business.  So, as the Father has a seed at the core of every fruit, enabling it with the ability to be fruitful and to multiply, we must also establish in the heart of our business, seeds of purpose which are charity and investment.

The Meaning of Investing
As an essential foundation, investing involves exponential growth in revenue and profits; which entails investing in individuals, businesses, stocks and community-based ventures for extended growth opportunities.  Like the seeds of a piece of fruit can be sown to reap more trees, that will bear more fruit, the same seeds can also be sold for profits, or given in exchange for an equity position in what they will produce. 
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Principle #2: Investing Requires Diversification 
One of the central premises of this Law is the understanding that investing does not promise a return to the investor.  In the parable told by Jesus, the master understood this principle when he said that he was looking to reap what he did not sow.  To this end, the master also knew that he could inevitably suffer losses by his investment, which is why he also chose to diversify his investment.  He understood that he might, through the law of multiplication, exponentially reap his earnings.  Unlike sowing, investments require diversification, and each servant represented a “fund manager” of sorts, who would bring about different gains with his greatest confidence in the servant to whom He gave five (5) talents.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should understand that we need to have an investment plan when first establishing our business.  It does not matter how much we invest; every new business should put some of its resources in an investment vehicle, just as they have put funds into a business checking account; by doing this, it will extend to your business the consciousness of investing as a principal activity.

Principle #3: Investing is a Spiritual Act
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should understand that our physical investments are also tied directly to our spiritual blessing.  Unlike the master who was portrayed as a hard man, it is important that we understand that out of the abundance of what God has given us as stewards, He requires us to invest in the kingdom, especially the kingdom that is within us.  Our investment must be wise, prudent, and deliberate.  It is our fear of loss, by the so-called element of risk, that gives us pause in our investments.  However, when we truly understand where God is, there is no risk; and that when investments are centered in Kingdom activities, then we will also see, the treasures that we are storing up in Heaven through our investment activities. Matthew 6:19-20. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.”  In light of this principle, Christian Entrepreneurs should understand that our investment portfolio is not just so that we can amass more earnings for our coffers but rather it is a spiritual act of God at work in our business, akin to Jesus taking the 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish then multiplying them to feed 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21).  Once we able to fully digest this principle, we come to understand that when charity is at the heart of our investment, the Law of Grace will make fruitful and multiply our endeavors, because our initiatives are aligned within His purpose.  This is why Jesus begins this parable with the declaration, “The Kingdom of God is like…”, drawing our attention to the activities in the relationship between the Master, who is God, and the stewards, who are us, where God is distributing his wealth to each of us, according to our ability. In this respect, God has not given to us, without understanding our capabilities to multiply that which has been received, and as the faithful stewards of the wealth he has dispersed, God expects a return, comparable to that of a tithe.   In this same regard, He is expecting to reap what he has not sown from our productivity, because He has both given and gifted us with the ability and the resources to do so.  Thus, we are His investment, and as such, He need not to sow but only reap that which he has empowered by His grace to be fruit and to multiply.  So, that even as it relates to our physical existence, and the generations of children, born from our ability to be physically and spiritually fruitful, we are requested by the Apostle Paul in Romans 12:1, that we present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, and that this is our reasonable service.  So, that even as God has created us in His image, and has given to us the breath of life, which has not only enabled us to be fruitful and to multiply but to subdue life in His righteousness.  Jesus made the final provision, enabling us to be what we were authored to be, so that by the giving of his life, as a sacrifice for the atonement of our sins, we are born again of the spirit.  Therefore, we have been restored by His grace, to enter His grace, so that the Grace within our purpose is also revealed. Our God, who is also our Master expects as a return for His investment and the gift of atonement, a sacrifice of our time, talent, and energy. As Christians Entrepreneurs, we also bear witness that many corporations have taken the earnings they have acquired through investments to create foundations to continue the charitable distribution of their profits.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we understand that this does not happen by design, but by individual and spiritual realization because there are many others, which don't share these values. Ecclesiastes 5:13-14 reads, "There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand." 
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[bookmark: _Toc495876814]#8 - The Law of Order

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

You might have heard it said, that if the earth were just one (1) degree off its orbital course, then life as we know it, would not exist.  Or how about this; if the sun were one (1) degree closer to the earth, we would not exist.  The list of possible things that could impact life as we know it is likened to the Word of God; inexhaustible.  These potential conditions and circumstances that could affect our existence are remediated by the "Law of Order" which is simply the universal setting, placement, and positioning of all things to establish continuity and a harmonious balance between all things that exist and that have a purpose.

Principal #1: Purpose Establishes Order 
When God created the universe, He established purpose and order. It is by His divine order that the planets move in their respective orbits, the sun provides the energy that fuels our planet, the gravitational pull allows stability on the earth, and the list goes on.  As a result of observation and study of the world around us, we now have what is known as empirical scientific evidence, which says that if the order of things changes in degrees, so does our physical existence.  Therefore, everything not only has a purpose, but it is also a part of the law of order.  More commonly referred to as universal harmony, balance or the natural law of order.  Order, however, is not based on subjective appearance, but rather the totality of the conditions that govern the existence of a thing. As Christian Entrepreneurs, our businesses operate under the current economy which has a set of laws that govern our growth, our solvency, and the conditions under which we may or may not operate. Consider the following:

1. Laws that permit us to have and to incorporate a business.
2. Financial laws that define the solvency of that business.
3. Regulatory laws that determine our eligibility to perform certain professional services.
4. Regulatory laws that govern how we employ and manage our employees.
5. Fiscal Reporting laws (IRS) that govern the reporting of our financial earnings.
6. Regulatory laws that regulate services that we provide. 

Principal #2: Order Invokes Peace
In as much as man has established order in his economy, likewise, God has also established laws under His economy.  The main difference is that the order by which God has established, enables all things to function on one accord and live in harmony with the whole of creation without conflict.  The effects or results of living by the order of the Kingdom of God is what we understand to be abundant living; and this is not just for one person but all.  In the book of 1 Corinthians 14:33, the word of God says, "For God is not a God of confusion but of peace." The word "confusion" can also be translated as disorder or chaos.  God has established order for our lives, and when we live by His order, we find his peace.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is therefore, understood that all scripture aligns with God's peace.  So, as we establish the order of God in our business affairs, we find peace in our business.  When we choose not to live by the order of God, we find unrest, we struggle, we live in conflict and are subject to the ebbs and flows of the world’s economy.
[image: ]                                             
Consider the following seven (7) modalities of orders God has established that we live by?

1. Physical Order = An environment of physical order, cleanliness, structure, process

2. Operational Order = Establishing workflow processes

3. Accountability Order = Self-governing with checks and balances 

4. Financial Order = Stewardship

5. Spiritual Order = Our prayer life and communion

6. Unity Order = Working in collaboration with others, team building

7. Functioning Order = Managing time resource 
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“If you extend your soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail” (Isaiah 58:10-11).

The Law of Giving is established within the Law of Order so that giving becomes one of the many intricate bonds that allow us to exchange vital resources with everything else in creation.  It was, therefore, the Creator’s intent that nothing would exist independent of itself but rather live within a system of co-dependency sharing and exchanging resources.  This law is significant to the Christian Entrepreneur because our businesses are also established within the framework of this system.  As a matter of principle, nothing created can exist outside of this law.  Therefore, the more we understand the intricacies and the righteousness of the Law of Giving the more we can maximize its effect on our business.

Principle #1: Charity is Our Foundation
As Christian Entrepreneurs, our businesses should rest on a foundation of charitable giving. This is not saying that your business should be a not-for-profit or that all proceeds of profitability should go towards charity; however, what it does suggest is that your business should have at its core, an extension of your purpose that is postured for fruitfulness. As Christian Entrepreneurs, it imperative that charity is implemented, which will support the financial framework of your business.  As a believer, this should not be an option but a requirement to ensure that your business reflects the totality of the values you esteem.      By treating your business as a contributing member to the whole of society, you bring the consciousness of God into the fabric and tapestry of your organization [business].  
Principle #2: Capitalism Can Have a Conscious
Today, many businesses have adopted a concept called Conscious Capitalism of which I am neither an advocate or a critic.  The organization that pioneered this business concept was formed in 2010 and can be found online at www.counsciouscapitalism.org.  Their Credo reads: 
We believe that business is good because it creates value, it is ethical because it is based on voluntary exchange, it is noble because it can elevate our existence, and it is heroic because it lifts people out of poverty and creates prosperity. Free enterprise capitalism is the most powerful system of social cooperation and human progress ever conceived. It is one of the most compelling ideas we humans have ever had. But we can aspire to even more.

Conscious Capitalism is a way of thinking about capitalism and business that better reflects where we are in the human journey, the state of our world today, and the innate potential of businesses to make a positive impact on the world. Conscious businesses are galvanized by higher purposes that serve, align, and integrate the interests of all their major stakeholders. Their higher state of consciousness makes visible to them the interdependencies that exist across all stakeholders, allowing them to discover and harvest synergies from situations that otherwise seem replete with trade-offs. They have conscious leaders who are driven by service to the company’s purpose, by the people the business touches, and by the planet, we all share together. Conscious businesses are trusting, authentic, innovative, and caring cultures that make working there a source of both personal growth and professional fulfillment. They endeavor to create financial, intellectual, social, cultural, emotional, spiritual, physical, and ecological wealth for all their stakeholders.

Conscious businesses will help evolve our world so that billions of people can flourish, leading lives infused with passion, purpose, love, and creativity; this will contribute to a world of freedom, harmony, prosperity, and compassion (Counscious Capitalism Org) .

This business philosophy is seemingly purposed to transform the way corporations see themselves in the whole of God's Economy, and their Credo does encroach upon Kingdom principles. 

Principle # 3: True Giving is an Act of Love
God has ordained humanity to "be" fruitful and multiply, and this creed is not by our doing, but rather a byproduct of our physical and spiritual existence as the image of God, otherwise natural consequences.  So, just as God has enabled us to be fruitful, he has also empowered us, so that we can equally ordain the things we create, such as our businesses to be fruitful.  We accomplish this by ensuring that the things we create have within its core, seeds for the sower and bread for the eater. By this, our vision will have a continued harvest as well as an extension of itself as an investment in others.

For the Christian Entrepreneur, charity is an act of love, and our giving encapsulates the power of the vision God has established within us. So, as we give, we offer up strength, gain, and goodness of our harvest for others to sow. This is a spiritual act that every Christian Entrepreneur cannot afford to ignore.  However, the Bible advises us that our giving must be done as an act of love. "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:7) and again in 1 Cor 13:33 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing".

Principle #4: Spiritual Alignment in Giving
The principal objective in spiritual alignment with Christ is becoming more God-like; so that the act of giving is not as much about what or to whom we give, but rather the spirit that we take to be caretakers and providers for those in need.  In short, our Heavenly Father is a giver, and so He calls us to live by this trait.  In John 15:4, Jesus said that if we abide in Him, He will also abide in us. Then we will experience the following:
· You will[a] ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
Secondly, Jesus confirms in John 15:16 that He has commissioned us into faith so that as a result:
· We shall [will] bear much fruit.
· Our fruit should remain. 
· Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it you.

As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is the essence of our purpose to be a giver, not for the sake of giving, but rather by our faith as we walk in spiritual alignment with Christ. 
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For the Christian Entrepreneur, charity, which is an act of our love, is always surveying, initiating, protecting, and delivering sustenance to the communities in which we live, work and play so that the needs of others will give them new hope and new life.  As believers, we understand that when the heart fails, so does the body; and by extending ourselves, the heart of our being, we equally extend the heart of God so that we are not giving by proxy, but rather by the same spirit that sustains all life. 



[bookmark: _3ygebqi][bookmark: _Toc491191519][bookmark: _Toc491440670][bookmark: _Toc495876816]#10 - The Law of Forgiveness

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

For the Christian Entrepreneur, it is the Law of Forgiveness that continually renews our spirit, in spite of the appearance of failure. It is this law that gives us the confidence to run the race that is set before us, the wisdom to shift lanes to enhance our stride, and the eraser to blot out the errors of our failed attempts.  Without this governing law, there is no reconciliation or atonement of error. 

Principle #1: God Forgives for His Own Purpose.   
In the Bible, God speaks to the Prophet Isaiah 43:25, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”  Upon an initial reading this passage of text, it can be simply resolved that God was saying that He is the Christ, and as the Christ, He came to blot out our sins.  In short, the scripture was God’s confirmation that He and Jesus the Christ are both distinct yet one in the same.  However, while teaching a bible study class on the subject of spiritual oneness between the Father and the Son, my eyes became fixated on the portion of text: “that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake." It was then I realized that His blotting out our sin was His act of self-forgiveness (for my own sake). At first glance, it may appear that I am suggesting that God has committed some error for which He must forgive Himself.  Quite the contrary, because the act of forgiving us "for His own sake" provides our gateway to reconciliation and this is the first process in the act of "Atonement."  Meditating on this, offered an understanding that all creation is born and is under complete autonomy of God; therefore, no matter the present, past or future condition of the world we live and build our businesses, it is His world and He alone is ultimately responsible for its condition.  It was by His design and not by our request that He gave us free will; as it was also by His laws, His foresight and His love for creation that He permitted the fall from grace.  There is nothing that humanity can do to fix or repair what God has made.  Hence, the plan of salvation is God not only loving and forgiving us, but doing it for His own benefit to continue in his mission. So, in-spite of the songs we sing, like “Just for me, by Donnie McClurkin, God himself states, I did this for “mine own sake”.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we understand that His purpose is always to stay engaged in the perfecting process of our salvation and ultimately our total transformation into His light which was the purpose for which we were made.  The second verse "and will not remember thy sins” is not a forgetting the error of our ways, but rather not holding us in the light of our sins as He renews us in Christ.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, this is one of the most important scriptures to help cultivate our purpose as we journey through the period of development to execution.  In this same fashion, when we see the hurdles and the potential errors of our business, we plan for the adjustments and corrections we need to make in order to accomplish our end.  This lesson is even more important for those of us who may not yet have crystallized their purpose and are still just "doing" business instead of "being" business.  The hip-hop music mogul Jay Z said it best when he said I'm not a businessman – "I am a Business" man.   So, that when we live in our purpose, we are in-fact the business, and we can forecast the ebbs and flows, the market conditions, the hurdles, and pitfalls, but more importantly, we can stay engaged because it is ultimately for our own sake, our purpose by which we have established ourselves as a business.

Principle #2: The Divine Reset Button 
The Law of Forgiveness is our divine reset button; it offers the opportunity to make course corrections in our initiatives.  Too often, we look at forgiveness as a something we are doing for someone else, when the truth is we are being reconciled back to our original state before the error occurred.  As we forgive, we look to the light [Christ] to correct the error done by others and ourselves.  So just as our heavenly declares that he has plans to put his laws in our heart and write them in our minds [Ezekiel 11:19, Ezekiel 36:26, Jeremiah 31:33, Hebrews 8:10, Hebrews 10:16], as Christian Entrepreneurs, when we experience the mistakes, we have made in our business decisions or activities, we need to forgive ourselves so we may continue the mission, the call to be in service to others.  Once we learn from our mistakes, we also develop new business policies and best practices that legislate our business operations to work in harmony with our employees, business partners, and the ecosystem of stakeholders, and like or heavenly father, we also desire to place our business commandments in the hearts and minds of those that are a part of our organization.

In the business world, the act of forgiveness enables us to:
1. Streamline business operations;
2. Develop process improvement strategies;
3. Re-organize our business structure;
4. and Re-engage business partners
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“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:38).

In the economy of God, the harvest is the appointed time and the season in which something is matured and ready for its service.  The Law itself establishes the entire lifecycle by which we initiate, develop and secure the harvest.  In an excerpt from a blog "The Law of Harvest," written and entitled by Dr. Tony Evans briefly outlines what I consider to be the functional blueprint for understanding the Law of Harvest.  Let's begin by examining the four (4) principles Dr. Evans shares: 

Evans Principle #1: WHAT We Sow and How Much We Sow
Scripture says that when you sow, you will reap a harvest, and the harvest depends on what you sow and how much you sow.  Once you determine what you want to harvest, you will know what you need to sow. If you want supernatural and spectacular things from God, you won't just sow ordinary seeds. 

Evans Principle #2: WHERE We Sow
The harvest also depends on where you sow. The seeds must be planted in good soil (Matthew 13:8). When we invest in the Kingdom of God, He returns our investment in abundance. We must plant our seeds in fertile ground. Matthew 6:33 tells us that we can maintain the growth of our crop when we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. 

Evans Principle #3: WHEN We Sow
The harvest also depends on when you sow—different crops demand different amounts of time to grow. If we plant in the spring, we won't see a harvest in the spring. We must be patient and wait for God to bring the harvest in due time.  

Evans Principle #4: WHY We Sow
Lastly, Evans states that your harvest depends on why you sow. Are you planting so that you can benefit from the prosperity of the harvest, or so that God will be glorified? Your motivation is important to God. If you sow because you want to bring Him glory, you will reap great things by His grace (Evans).

I believe these four (4) principals by Dr. Evans are a practical and provide a solid foundation for "The Law of Harvest." Therefore, I have taken these four principles and expanded upon them as a guide for the Christian Entrepreneur in developing their financial plans.  It is equally important for the Christian Entrepreneur to understand what is sown and what is reaped will not always be rooted in one's purpose. Why?  Because often purpose is found in the midst of executing a vision and with this understanding, we can be assured that we have not wasted our time, but by our service to others, we can develop and cultivate our gifts and inevitably find our way, and our purpose.

Expanding on Evans Principle #1 for the Christian Entrepreneur, the “What we Sow” and “How much we sow” is not always quantifiable as in physical seeds, but rather, it is the energy and the time that we spend sowing.  So, to draw relevance of Evans principal # 1 for the Christian Entrepreneur, the “what” and “how” are established as a unified process.  This can also be considered the first spiritual act of harvesting, which is further defined as: 

1. A process of seeding the vision
2. The selling of the vision where we seed the vision into the hearts of others
· Prospecting is an act of sowing
· Cold-calling is an act of sowing
· Sending marketing promotions and material is an act of sowing

The “Where we sow,” as explained by Dr. Evans in Principle #2, is also a spiritual act and the fertility of the soil is cultivated by our preparation, weeding, and tending.  As a Christian Entrepreneur, when developing our vision and our mission statements, we begin to sow the spiritual seeds of our vision into:
1. our business partners;
2. our clients;
3. and our potential investors

The "where we sow" also includes the physical location and platform; and while our intent may be to ensure that all our seeds fall on fertile ground, which will not always be the case, it is important to note that this process is not entirely under our control.   Remember, God calls us to sow, and it is our obedience that will prove that nothing is ever wasted and that God has made provisions for all things by the energy we expend.  So, in this regard, while some seeds may fall by the wayside and be eaten by the birds [1 Corinthians 15:58]; nothing sowed is ever wasted but is operating within the Law of Grace.  So, as Christian Entrepreneurs, we should always identify the fertility, as Dr. Evans purports, for a good harvest.  However, I would also suggest that we not be overly concerned about that which has not taken root because it serves the unforeseeable excellence of God at work in the universe.

Building on Evans Principal #3, “When we sow”, it is important for the Christian Entrepreneur to know that “when we sow”, is divine in its timing.  We cannot control the season of any harvest, but we can control the season of our sowing.  God reveals in His own time the season of all things, but we are confident by the process, we will reap a harvest.  It is at this point we must remain patient.  Every Christian Entrepreneur, should know that the "when you sow" is a seasonal endeavor.  Business markets have defined the most opportune times to sow as well as the best time to harvest.  For example, the real estate market in the northeast region of the US, begins to experience an influx of advertising for new homes during the early spring and tapers off during the fall.  By this, homes do not sell as much in the winter in the northeast; thus, real estate professionals are savvy enough to minimize their sowing during certain seasons.
Finally, expanding on Dr. Evans’ Principle #4 "why we sow." In his words, our motives are essential? Are we spiritually in line with God's will?  Are we sowing out of our purpose?  Are we simply doing what we think we must do to survive or achieve success?  For the Christian Entrepreneur, I advocate the question of why we sow to be a continual thought until God speaks within us our purpose.  Why? Because God will grant the opportunity for us to develop and cultivate our gifts outside of our purpose.  This is not to be construed as a delay, but rather the cultivation of our resolve and the development of our abilities by the experiences we have.  Remember, God did not send a deliverer to Egypt who was not familiar with the plight of the people. Quite the contrary, he sent Moses, who had firsthand experience.  So, while the purpose of Moses was not crystallized until he was led to the burning bush, every activity of his life in Egypt was the training ground for his journey back.  So, until God reveals our purpose, we should take the opportunities to build on our abilities for the appointed time.

After digesting the Four (4) Principals of the Law of Harvest by Dr. Evans, the Holy Spirit gifted me with some additional insight in the form of another principle that I call “Inheriting the Harvest”. Let’s review this principle.
  
James Principle #5: Inheriting the Harvest  
The principle of the Law of Harvest is without question the most intriguing and the most fulfilling when we grasp it entirely as a biblical truth.   Giving reference to this principle, Jesus in John 4: 37-38 states: "For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor."  As described in the text, we also have become the inheritors and beneficiaries of the Kingdom of God, by the act of sowing, not by us, but by others before us.  So in like manner, we should also spend our time and energy so that others may equally share and benefit from entering into our labor, even though they may not have sown.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, this value system is not estranged to us, as many would call it “paying it forward.”  Many people live to inherit the harvest of others from which they have not personally sown.  This is more commonly seen in family-owned business; however, most all public corporations pass on the harvest to successors and new generations of management and employees, who benefit from reaping where they did not sow. 
The Law of Harvest operates within defined processes. To experience a harvest in our business, we need resources, methods, and best practices for a successful harvest.  

As Christian Entrepreneurs, we begin the process of harvesting by:
1. Planning;
2. Developing infrastructure;
3. Developing training guidelines;
4. Tooling and equipping resources;
5. Implementing systems of workflow;
6. Implementing quality control;
7. and Labor management
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“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

As we engage the Law of Grace, I want to give a disclaimer to those of you who are doctrinally astute in “the Doctrine of Grace.”  While I may touch upon doctrinal teachings, I am not presenting the Law of Grace as a doctrine, as it relates to the pillars of salvation, depravity, election, atonement and the perseverance of the saints.  However, I am looking at the external and inward functions of Grace as a divine law.  So, in this regard, let me say that the Law of Grace is the second greatest of all the laws because it is the external power in which the love of God is manifested in creation; and at the same time, the internal power, given to the created, where his love is both revealed and expressed.  So, as God’s love is revealed throughout all of the creation, the glory of God becomes unified in its expression.  In other words, everything in creation that was made by God and through Christ was created in love and made to be perfect by His grace, which also made it “Good”; therefore, the love of God, which is the seat of creation, will always provoke His grace into activity, which serves as the spiritual arm for all of the other laws, making them function as One Law.  In the Law of Grace, we experience Gods love, His wisdom, His will, the order of things established, the purpose of everything made, life, the shadow of death, the connectedness of everything, peace, patience, rest, and sacrifice.  The Grace of God in effect, is the fabric from which all of these principals and laws that I have documented, have been woven.  The power in the Law of Grace will have us to (1) reap prosperity that we did not sow (2) not reap the consequences of the things that we have sown and (3) to be made Holy, which is set apart with purpose and (4) to be regenerated to live out the purpose for which we have been made.  Grace by this definition, is the power given of the Holy Spirit that will reveal the total goodness of a thing [its anointing], which was born of the light [Christ] and made to be Holy by the love of God. Grace can therefore, take that which is dead, defective, perishable, corruptible, and broken, then regenerate it back into the state of goodness and wholeness from which it was first made.  In the case of salvation, entering or receiving grace can also be described as Heaven's antidote for sin; because it enables us through regeneration, to re-enter into a state of God's goodness.  Jesus the Christ [Yeshua Ha Ma’shiach] was God’s gift for salvation, a sacrifice for the atonement of sin; so that we may not only live in the eternal rest [the Sabbath] of God’s Grace but we are also transformed by the power of the internal Grace residing within our renewed spirit that has been encapsulated as our anointing otherwise expressed as God’s seed of purpose within us.  

In our Christian experience, we have often considered that the effects of the Law of Grace to be God’s mercy towards us as stated in a previous section; Grace has therefore been defined as the free and unmerited favor of God as manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of blessings. This definition of Grace is limited to the defining of grace as unto salvation and not as an external and internal power working in creation.  Thus, my goal is to expand on this definition of grace being unmerited favor, which again is drawn from the theological pillar of election, to focus on the aspect of the deservedness [to those elected].  However, we must also remember that God is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11). So, it is not about our individual deservedness but the collective deservedness because we are not our own as revealed in 1 Corinthians 6:20 but we have been bought for a price. So, as a servant and a slave for Christ, the natural consequences of being born again, is the unfolding of the power of Grace in the life of the believer, enabling us to do good works.  Therefore, Grace is not Heaven’s lottery where God picks a daily winner to bestow his unmerited favor upon.  In other words, it’s not about you and me but rather the internal power of God at work outside of us and within us, unfolding our “goodness.”  We will continue to examine this precept in full; however, the immediate questions for the Christian Entrepreneur are:

1. How can we make the transition as entrepreneurs to live by grace? 
2. Is grace, by its very nature, in conflict with our definition of entrepreneurship?

Principle #1: Grace resides in our purpose 
Too often we look outwardly for God's grace to heal, deliver and establish prosperity in the work we do.  However, while grace does an external work on us and in creation, it is not an external power that descends upon us like a magical invisible vapor; on the contrary, it is an internal power that resides within the spiritual man from which we have separated due to sin and spiritual death.  In other words, God’s grace is always present within us, but as a result of the first sin, we have been separated from its power, which rendered us spiritually dead.  To understand the concept of how grace is always present within us, let’s do an external examination of the world around us.  Take a pear seed for example; inside of the seed, God has placed the entire blueprint for the seed to be what it was designed [purposed] to be.  So, by its very nature, the pear seed will not be an apple tree, an orange tree or any other type of tree beside that which it was created to be.  Also within the seed, it shares, with the rest of creation, the divine formula for being fruitful and with the ability to multiply, when it comes in contact with the grace of earth and the grace of water as we discussed at the beginning of this book.  So, here is where am I going with this, God not only created every seed of a particular kind with the inherent ability [anointing] to be fruitful and to multiply but he also gave each seed its own distinct and unique purpose in creation, this is also referred to as the anointing.  The internal Grace is therefore the unfolding and germinating of purpose that empowers us to do as we have been anointed to do and ordained to be; this is what I mean when I say the goodness of a thing; external grace is the internal power of one thing as it acts upon another.  In this same manner, we also have a purpose [anointing] that has been ordained by God; however, given free will, even after being born again, we often make ill decisions, under the influence of other external powers, to disrupt our calling.  So, again, as a consequence of the first family not trusting God, we have inherited this sinful and defective trait [mistrust of God], which continues to render all humans spiritually dead during our physical birth.   However, like all dead seeds, when our season has come, we experience the regeneration of the spirit by the work of Jesus [Yeshua, meaning Salvation], who was made manifest in the flesh for the divine purpose of extending His Grace, which is the goodness within His purpose, enabling those who have the spirit [the seed Abraham] to be born again [Spiritually].  It is in this light that we understand that all things, even Jesus Christ, has a purpose [Salvation] and within its purpose, resides the Grace of God, which enables it to be, what it was ordained to be.  However, unlike humanity, most of the creation is not living outside of God’s will [ His purpose for them], unless they have been impacted by humanity to live otherwise.  It is also important to note that it is not our faith in what we are doing or capable of being that restore us, but rather, it is our faith in the gift of salvation [ the purpose of Jesus], which pours out the Grace of Christ onto us.  So, now that we have been spiritually awakened by the Grace of Christ, we are ready to be born again, so that our purpose [anointing] will reveal the goodness that that resides within us; however, we must first accept God’s gift of grace for this activity to occur.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, we all should desire to live in our purpose because it removes the struggle and conflict from our endeavors, where we are not living by the sweat of our brow but within the realm of God’s Grace, that has been established within our purpose. The essence of grace is so powerful that when we experience it, we do not have an immediate fixation on the who, what, when, where and why. But we respond like the blind man in John 9:25 "He answered and said, whether he be a sinner or not, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.”   This also should also be our testimony, immediately accepting the healing, the deliverance, the promotion; but at some point, the mystery of Grace drives us to ask that question, "Why me Lord, why me?" And as our sight is renewed and we gain spiritual muscle by walking in the light, we find our purpose and inevitably realize, that it is our purpose, which has always been the key to unlocking that question.  Jesus also answered this question in Matthew 6:26: "Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?” With this understanding, we have come full circle to realize that “Grace will enter us into the “Rest of God” as expounded upon in the earlier sections; and that the essence of grace is absent of our labor and our deservedness.  When we live in the completion of God’s work, which is also in our purpose, we enter the Sabbath, which again is God’s rest.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, this means that our purpose was established by the grace of God so that our purpose was made to be perfect and whole.  So, just as a rose will blossom to reveal its inner beauty, or a tree rooted in due season will yield its bountiful fruit, when we live and walk in our purpose, God’s grace will continue to unfold before us revealing the glory of God in the work that we do.  This is the Law of Grace, and it has always been with us and within us.

Principle #2: Grace works to establish our Holiness
Matthew 5, Jesus speaks about developing a perfect love and in verse 5:48 he says to us, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”  On several occasions in the book of Leviticus, God admonishes us to be Holy.  In Leviticus 19:2 He says, “Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy.” Again, in Leviticus 20:7 he says, “Sanctify yourselves, therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the Lord your God.”  In the book of 2 Peter 1:15-16, Peter echo’s scripture saying, “but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”  So, without question, God is calling us unto His perfection and His Holiness, however, what does that mean? To bring some light on this and what we must do, and its impact on the Christian Entrepreneur and our endeavors, let’s first consider what it means to be Holy.  According to scripture, everything created by God, after it was made, he declared it to be “Good,” and in its goodness, it was deemed to be a Holy thing because it had a purpose for which it was established.  Remember, the Bible tells us that all things were created by Him and nothing was made except it came from Him [Colossians1:16].  So, we understand that everything established by God has a purpose; and while we may not understand it, without it, the ecosystem in which we live, would not be sustainable.  It can, therefore, be understood that God’s Grace is the power sustaining all things in balance and at the same time empowering all things created with its own measure of Grace, so it will have the ability to function and to exist as it was ordained to be.  In this respect, everything created is Holy unto the purpose for which God had established it.  It is, therefore, the power of Grace that (1) made it perfectly whole, giving it integrity in the service it will provide, (2) establishes it to be Holy, which is to be set-apart, to do that which it was ordained to do.  In this understanding, Grace has the following characteristics unto Holiness:

•    Grace is transformational. The power of Grace will gradually complete us into that which we are destined to be.  This is why a just man falls seven times; he is justified by faith, and the internal grace of his purpose will slowly enable him to walk in his perfection.

•    Grace enables all things to subdue [bring under control] its environment so that it can thrive.  

However, because of sin, humanity had died spiritually which rendered the Grace within us to become inactive [fall from Grace], making us imperfect, no longer whole but rather broken with no spirit, unholy, and unable to realize our purpose.  So, as we journeyed through life, we started to abuse the world instead of subduing it, taking the Holy things of Good and using them for our unholy lustfulness.  So, rather it is, the food we eat, our marriages, friendships, relationships, our worship, our medicine, our lifestyle, and the planet which was made for us, we have desecrated the entire earth with acts of un-holiness.  But because the perfect giver of Grace, in the person of the Holy Spirit, knew that the grace in all of us was not alive because of our spiritual death of which we all are victims [born sinners], God also pre-ordained our redemption.  So, as our Lord said, “Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me” (Hebrews 10:5)” it is by this decree that Jesus was established and created as a Holy sacrifice, perfect unto God, meaning He had a purpose and lived to fulfill it.   So, as we are born again, the Grace within us is renewed and works to perfect our walk unto our Holiness.  For every Christian Entrepreneur, this is why I recommend that we continually survey our goals and objectives so that we will flourish in the Grace of God as it has been established within us.  Our Holiness is not as a white sheet of sorts or even a robe used to cover unholy flesh, but it is our walking in the purpose for which we have been set-apart.

Principle #3:  Grace Reconciles Our Perception
When our spiritual eyes are opened, we can see the Kingdom and feel its presence within us.  We develop a hunger for it, a thirst for it, and at the same time, we become hypersensitive to the Word of God, in so much, that we begin developing feelings of dissonance for worldly things.  When we see the Kingdom, we become more aware of the subtle lies we have been telling ourselves and others.  This awareness also enables us to see that we have been using our God-given abilities, talents, uniqueness, and purpose to serve ourselves, our ego, and our worldly desires.  In short, we have failed the test of our temptation by turning the stones into bread (Matthew 4:3), taking the righteousness of our purpose and corrupting ourselves by using our gifts to satisfy our lustful desires.  We have also developed and implemented systems of wealth which depend upon the mass accumulation and control of God's resources.  We have even established economic classes and systems of hierarchical power, to separate ourselves from those who have not sought to amass resources under their control.  But to God be the glory, grace abounds (Romans 5:20), because it was and still is the only remedy for a dying world.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, this is our struggle, balancing the righteousness of our purpose against the perception that we have of what it means and what it takes to be successful by the standards of this world.  For example, I had a friend when I was young who wanted to be a doctor because he truly wanted to heal people and cure diseases.  Now depending on your age; you can certainly bear witness that over the last several decades, many people are now choosing professions based on the money they can make as opposed to the anointing they may have in a particular field of discipline.  To further expound on this; as we have advanced in technology, math, science and other high-paying careers, we have also developed, educational institutions, designed specifically for the curation and the grading of skills, gifts and talent that will determine the eligibility, marketability, and the value [compensation] of the employable resources deployed from it.  This method of curation has also created a competitive marketplace where education has become a commodity of privilege and not a right, and therefore it is not always free but based on an individual’s ability to afford it, including other discriminating variables.  However, the premium cost associated with the education at these institutions, will afford and guarantee the person who holds a degree of graduation from them, the de facto right to become a prime a marketable commodity in their pursuit of wealth.  In addition to this stream of wealth enablement, we have also created, systems of artificial wealth, by investing our resources in global markets and expanded business enterprises that will inevitably collapse under their own weight.  To expound on this, consider an example with the medical industry, where healing and medicine were initially a natural gift from God and healers [modern day doctors] used herbs and food of the earth to create medicine.  However, today, medicine is a human-made pharmaceutical product and sickness is the necessary condition that keeps that segment of the economy thriving and profitable which is discussed in more detail in my blog, "The Prosperity of Sickness."  So, it begs to question, what would happen if all of the illness and disease were curable through natural remedies? I believe, the answer to this question is obvious; this segment of the market would collapse under its own weight.  Not only would jobs be lost, but there would be no need for medical insurance to the degree in which it exists today, hospitals would be only needed to deal with certain injuries, and the list goes on.  So, as I previously stated, this is our struggle, reconciling our present perception of how we must attain wealth and riches, in contrast to the gift of God’s Grace as He has provisioned within our purpose.  It is, therefore, important that every Christian Entrepreneur understands their purpose and walks in the integrity of their purpose so that they fulfill the will of God. 

Principle #4: Grace perfects us in our purpose
When acknowledging the “thorn in his flesh”, the Apostle Paul revealed unto us, one of the most powerful attributes of Grace.  According to the Bible, Paul prayed three (3) times for God to remove it only to hear him reply in in 2 Corinthians 12:9 “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  It is in this declaration by God that we learn that Grace will be consistently building us up and strengthening us in our purpose which is in Christ.  Thus, the power of Grace is not intended to ever satisfy the flesh, our desires, hopes and dreams but rather to fortify the spirit of which we are born again.  In this regard, grace is a perfecting power of the spirit, that works within us, to ensure that the goodness of God, that has been established in our purpose, and now alive in us, is working to fulfill the purpose for which we were made.  1 Peter 5:10 also bears witness, saying “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.” So, again, in this passage we see that while it may be painful [suffer a while], Grace will ultimately make us perfect and strengthen us.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, this is of material importance in that we often suffer and go through serious emotional turmoil when we are pressing our way through accomplishing the things that God has prepared us to do.  Even more so, the pain can be felt when we have to relinquish the very things that we feel are important to us.  Therefore, when we are walking in our purpose, it is not an easy task to live by that internal voice that compels us to do or even adjust ourselves according to its will.  When this happens to us, this is the Grace of God that resides within our purpose, unfolding our roots to anchor us in our purpose, like the roots of a tree when it displaces the earth around it to anchor itself. So, just as the tree disturbs the earth around it, as the roots of our purpose run deep and wide within us, it is a painful and a tough experience because the spirit of newness is subduing the flesh.  As a Christian Entrepreneur, I know this feeling too well, however, I also must confess, that after the pain has subsided, the kicking and screaming has ceased, we emerge stronger in faith, richer in our substance, anchored in our purpose and we can see the grace of God as it transforms us into the goodness that has been established in our purpose. 

[bookmark: _1rvwp1q][bookmark: _Toc491191522][bookmark: _Toc491440673]

[bookmark: _Toc495876819]#13 - The Law of Sacrifice

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it” (Luke 9:24).

The Law of Sacrifice is the greatest of all laws because it reveals to the world the unconditional Love of God.  This law is also one of the most difficult laws to grasp because sacrifice is an act of love, it is not a tangible thing that we do, and it is only born from the spirit of God from which it comes.   This law can also be defined as the arm of grace because by its very nature the Law of Sacrifice is a gracious act that makes an atonement to redeem or salvages that which has been corrupted or rendered inadequate.  The core value of this law that enable redemption to be possible encompasses the giving of life, so that new life can flourish.  The ultimate purpose of the law is to:

· To achieve balance
· To forge bonds
· To create new forms of existence
· Reconciliation
· And to facilitate transformation

Principle #1: Charity is Not Sacrificial
As previously discussed, for Christian Entrepreneurs, our charity is just a portion of our personal gains and our business should always participate in its own charitable giving by having an investment vehicle at work inside of the business. However, when we deny ourselves the right to the whole of our gains so that others might not just receive a portion but rather live in the fullness of our labor, this is true sacrifice and the Grace of our labors is administered through it.  The Law of Sacrifice can therefore be defined as the surrendering of ourselves for the lives of others.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, another adaptation of this law can be seen in the willingness of a business to encourage another company to emerge out of itself at its own expense; this is sacrifice, not charity.  Too often, many start-up companies lack the opportunity to be born out of an established company, forcing them to seek their own resources and support for creating the new business. However, in the Kingdom of God, one’s own purpose will unfold its grace to beget another’s purpose. So, it is important that the Christian Entrepreneur begins to rethink their business in terms of kingdom transformation and the extension of their resources as eternal manna for developing future generations. 

Principle #2: Sacrifice gives life
In the natural order of life on earth, the creator has established an exchange of resources that is the provision from one living organism to another.   In the world of science, which is the study of God’s creation, we understand this nature order or relationship to be the food chain and food web.  So, by design, God has established the perfect ecosystem, so that every living thing, lives not only for itself, but are also provisioned for the life of other living things.  However, as humanity, we were established by the creator as the caretakers of the planet, and as such we have been excluded from being a part of the food chain.  So, our physical bodies were not considered to be a sacrifice for the provisioning of food in the natural ecosystem.  Jesus did, however, give us the framework for sacrifice by which have been grafted into the spirit of sanctification [ the process of perfecting] as a result of the His sacrifice for our redemption.   In John 15:13, Jesus said, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." Jesus alone was purposed as the only acceptable atonement for sin because He was without sin.  However, in His sayings, Jesus does not imply that we are excluded in being a sacrifice but rather this is the greatest act of love that can be made.    As a matter of scriptural integrity, scripture concurs and records, this requirement, in Leviticus 17:11, which states, "For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."  However, unlike the traditional practices of sacrifice with animals, Jesus was the perfect and acceptable sacrifice, and as a result, we are extended the opportunity to accept by faith, the gift of salvation.  Therefore, sacrifice is not only significant for the Christian Entrepreneur but all believers.  Christ did not just give his life to bring forth a new creation in us, but he also gave his life as an example of the sacrifices that we must make to 1) grow spiritually, 2) live a holy life, 3) express the full character of God in our actions and, 4) be willing to die for the righteousness of God.  It is, therefore, our duty as Christians to be ready to lay down our life and to suffer for the injustices, the inequities that facilitate disharmony, corruption, and evil on all the people of God.  As Christian Entrepreneurs, this is why we began this course with examining our heart.  To sacrifice our ambition for the well-being of others is the first step we can ever take in living a life that transforming the world.  Therefore, every decision that we make, every transaction that we engage has consequences that will either be for the uplifting of the community or continue to increase the burdens of capitalism upon people who are already suffering.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, this is the power that we have, and this power was given from above, and like Jesus, we can choose not to turn the stones into bread but instead use the power given to us, for healing.  

Principle #3: Sacrifice initiates purpose and sanctification
As an aftermath of the process of atonement, the scripture records in Ephesians 5:26 that the word washes us but also admonishes us. So, in this light of scripture, we understand that as we are made anew in Christ, we are not only cleansed by the word of God but that he also admonishes us.  Therefore, to the Christian Entrepreneur, this cleansing will serve to reveal our purpose, as we are pressed by the Holy Spirit [admonished] to walk in spiritual alignment with our purpose.  In this same regard, sacrifice by its very nature is transformational, so that no matter how hard we try to resist it, like the Apostle Paul, we come to a point, on the road to Damascus, analogous to our intended destination, where we are blinded by the light, and Jesus tells us, as he did Saul, it’s hard to kick against the pricks (Acts 9:5).   And like the Apostle Paul, it is during this period of regeneration that we obtain our spiritual vision, and that vision places within us a new desire that is not in agreement with the way we used to see and do things.  1 John 1:6-7 reads "If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." To this end, one of the key deliverables of our salvation and our walking in the light is that we have fellowship with one another.  This statement would also suggest that before our salvation, we did not have fellowship one with another, at least by the standards that the John sets forth in this passage.   As Christian Entrepreneurs, it is also through this fellowship that our hearts are changed, we become more charitable in our giving, we make sacrifices in our business dealings on behalf of each other.  The Christian Entrepreneur should understand that as his life becomes intrinsically woven into the lives of others, so does his business, because it is an extension of himself, tied to the lives of others in the community.  Therefore, the question arises, how can the sweat and blood of our righteous labor be translated into healing for the world?  Jesus said that we will do greater things (John 14:12); therefore, the first step in that process is to accept this as our truth and begin to walk in the light of that truth, never neglecting the sacrifices we must make along the way.

Principle #4: Sacrifice is in All of Nature
To fully grasp Sacrifice as a Law with its governing principals, it is important to understand that sacrifice is born of love, which is the seat of all creation.  For the Christian Entrepreneur, as we move into our purpose we begin to understand that within the purpose of everything is also the grace of that thing which will surrender the goodness it has for other forms of life to fruitful and to multiply.  Therefore, God’s grace is eternal because it offers up the sacrifice of love.  As a student of science [ the study of God’s creation], I would like to share with those of you who may not be aware, that even at the atomic level of our existence, sacrifices are continuously being made for new life to occur.  It is also important that my analysis or conveyance of sacrifice is not to be construed by anyone as an attempt to trivialize or minimize the sacrifice of Christ Jesus for the redemption of humanity.  So, with this understanding, I would like to use “Atoms” as an example of sacrifice that God had established in creation which results in a new thing being produced.  Just as it is in the nature of every living thing to reproduce, science has even confirmed this nature on the atomic level which we have labeled this incredible finding of God’s activities to be known as a process called ionic bonding.  An example of this powerful act of creation can be seen in the making of salt, also known as the great preserver, that is born of two (2) independent elements which are Sodium and Chlorine. Let’s take a peek at this process and examine what God has established to gain further clarity.   But before we begin, let’s first look at some definitions.

Sodium as an atom is made up of the following profile 
A. 11 Protons 12 Neutrons and 11 Electrons  

B. So, since each sodium atom has 11 Protons and 11 Electrons it has a net charge of Zero

C. The valence shell of Sodium, which is the outermost shell of atom, has only 1 electron. However, this outer shell can hold up to 8 electrons and is the case for all atoms.  

Chlorine as an atom is made up of the following profile
A. 17 Protons 18 Neutrons and 17 Electrons  

B. 17 Protons and 17 Electrons = a net charge of Zero also

C. However, the valence shell (outermost shell) of the Chlorine atom has 7 electrons. Again, this outer shell can hold up to 8 electrons. 

Ok, now that we have a general understanding, here is where it gets interesting.  Every atom that does not have its valence shell complete is considered an unstable atom, and the goal or desire of an atom is to complete its valence shell.  This desire of atoms to fill their valence shell is what I have considered as the mystery of love, which has been placed into the heart of every living thing, to reveal the law of grace by that thing making a sacrifice into the world.  So, in this case we find that even “atoms”, which are the building blocks of every living thing, also share in this unique expression of love.  So, when an electron moves from one atom to another, both atoms become something that science calls an Ion, in this case, the merger or combining of Sodium and Chlorine form a new Ionic Atom "NaCl" otherwise known as salt.  In this simple example, Sodium is attracted to Chlorine because it can complete itself by giving up of itself and Chlorine is drawn because Sodium has what it needs to complete itself, so it is willing to bond.  The results of the bond are a new creation.  It is also important to note that the bond is not created by the transferring of the electron itself, but rather by the electrical charge that is generated which attracts both atoms to each other.  If this is the mechanism for how the Creator has established the world to be made manifest with so many wondrous creations, how much more should we as Christians Entrepreneurs employ the same principals in the universe of business creativity. 
[image: ]
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For the Christian Entrepreneur, the significance of this illustration should offer clarity to the essence of the Law of Sacrifice, which is the giving up of ourselves to become bonded in fellowship with others, especially the communities in which we do business.  The sacrifice of Jesus not only bonds the believer to Him, but it also anchors us as a new creation in Him.  In that same thought, our businesses are extensions of our being, and within the tenement of our purpose, we go to the room of sacrifice, where we let go of our ends [gains] to increase the greater of ourselves.   

Principle #4 Sacrifice heals the Community
There are some examples of emerging entrepreneurship classifications that can be spawned from the Law of Sacrifice.   As discussed in “Law of Giving”, many leading businesses are looking at how they can transition, support, or fund the development of what has most recently become known as "Social Enterprises" or "Social Ventures."  These new business entities are aimed at improving the human and environmental conditions that affect the whole of society.  These individuals and their organizations are not bound to self-interest but are focused on long-term, sustainable, social objectives that impact the communities in which we live. While on the surface, this may appear to be a new categorization [The Law of Category] of a non-profit organization, the word "social" has become very relevant in context with their millennial drivers at the helm whose motives are not entirely driven by profits but rather by purpose.  The objective here is not to suggest that the Christian Entrepreneur should utilize this new type of entity in establishing their business but rather my purpose is to expose how emerging businesses and thought leaders are incorporating principles of the Law of Sacrifice into the framework of their organizations.  Again, I am also not suggesting by any means that any of the sacrifices that we make can be equated to the work of Jesus for the atonement of sin. However, I am suggesting that we should model ourselves after Christ. 





[bookmark: _4bvk7pj][bookmark: _Toc491191523][bookmark: _Toc491440674][bookmark: _Toc495876820]Final Thoughts
As Christian Entrepreneurs, we began this journey to advance our knowledge, our capabilities, our prosperity for our family and future generations.  Along the way, we have come to have a different perspective of ourselves, our purpose and the vision that God has seeded in our being.  So as legacy Kingdom business builders we can now walk into our business establishments with the kingdom vision of Christ and as we do this, we begin to see our staff, the abundance of resources, our customers, our business affiliates, our partners and all that the Creator has provisioned from the seed of our purpose and has given to our care and stewardship in a renewed light.  It is within this light that we experience a shift in our perspectives.  It is also this subtle change in our perspective that has advanced us from the idea that we alone have made it all possible, to the understanding that God has initiated us into an experience of becoming more like him as we share in the sustaining of life.  It is our purpose and our potential that God has created us as a tree that is bearing fruit and that it is the life of the tree, meaning our deeds, our actions and our decisions that give the abundance of internal life that will flow to create a fruit that will remain and not wither.  It is for this reason that our perspective also must be made Holy so that we anchor our activities in the vine of Christ and the work of our consciousness is not developing bad fruit or branches that have no life.  We understand that in the same way that the Creator of heaven and earth has encoded in the DNA of every living thing, an established covenant relationship, whereby all things function, and have their purpose without ever being taught and giving instructions concerning their role in the whole of creation; they simply are "BEING" who they are.

As Christian Entrepreneurs, we should be committed to encoding, the principles of our calling as communicated in this book.  We should also be rooted in the values that have been established from understanding our purpose and the constitutions of spiritual laws that gives us our character.  All of these things must be planted and rooted not only into the heart but also the DNA of our businesses.  When we begin to live out these principles and laws, we are no longer just harvesters of vision, but we start to live in service as guardians, righteous judges, and repairers of the breach [Isaiah 58:12], so that our purpose which is fueled by God’s mission is to continue to keep the exchange of Gods resources as our primal business mission, that is fair, equitable and prosperous for all.
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