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In trying to bring things into balance, the overarching subject:
Rooted, Grounded, and Built up. 
Every word is precise, every word is important. That you will be rooted; That you will be grounded; That you will be built up in Christ.
You can be rooted in tradition. In these parts of the world, many people are rooted in tradition. Really, really rooted to the point that the word of God is of no effect. Because they would rather hold on to tradition than hold on to the word of God. You can be rooted in philosophy; and we're beginning to find that infiltrate the word of God today, where humanistic reasonings and philosophies are being introduced as a replacement for God's accurate word. You can be rooted in religion. But our faith is not religion; religion has to do with the dogmas of man that regiments people to act in a certain way and to behave in a certain way. 
There is a current trend, and I hoped it wouldn’t come up here; “you are “choosen”, you are “choosen”. First the pronunciation is not right, “chosen” is pronounced as “choosen”. When you see those things, what comes to your mind? One of the things that troubles me is the exaltation of man above God. that you say “I am am “choosen” three times, and you say ‘ where the God of “choosen”, “where is the God of my pastor”. I've heard some of those testimonies and you won't even hear the name of Jesus ever mentioned, but mainly “the God of Pastor so and so”... That's where we know where we're headed. And that is becoming commonplace today. People are receiving testimonies and sharing things, and instead of saying in the name of Jesus, you say, where's the God of Pastor Shola? The day I hear anyone say that in our church is the day they will be excommunicated from the church.
But it's these little things that you say don't matter, it's a little of the small foxes that spoil the vine. That's what the wise man Solomon would say: look at the small foxes, they have a way of going under the fences and the barriers and they would destroy the vine. If you understand the significance of the vine in Israel, which was the cash crop that was like oil. Because Israel is a land of wine and up till today it still is. So we must be grounded and built up in Christ and not in anything else. And I dare say that many things that look like Christ actually are not Christ. They look like it, it is a semblance of Christ but it really is not Christ. What I constantly trust God for is to teach God's word with balance, not teach it as if I have a particular interest or a particular thing that I am trying to promote, but just to teach it with great balance. 
Tithes and offerings is a principle that began before the law was institutionalized by God under the law and continues beyond the law. If you can understand that and can appreciate that, then you're ready to line up with God and to line up with his truth.
I want you to revisit your spiritual DNA so that you can connect with God's truth exactly as he intends for you to. 
Galatians 3:1. 
“Oh foolish Galatians”, that tells you that Christians can be foolish because it was writing to those who had received Jesus, “who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth. Before whose eyes Jesus was clearly portrayed among you as crucified. This only I want to learn from you. Did you receive the spirit by the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish having begun in the spirit? Are you now being made perfect by the flesh? Have you suffered so many things in vain if indeed it was in vain? Therefore he who supplies the spirit to you and works miracles among you, does he do it by the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? Just as Abraham believed God and counted him as righteousness. Therefore, know this, only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.” Are you of faith? So it is consistent to say that you are a son of Abraham. Only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham, and the scripture foreseeing that God will justify the Gentiles by faith preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand”. 
So Abraham had heard the gospel. It was preached to him beforehand. What is the gospel saying? “In you, all the nations shall be blessed.” That's the gospel. Who was it preached to? Abraham. Let's go back to Genesis 12 so we can see the gospel as it was preached and also see that we are sons of Abraham.
Genesis12, 
“The Lord had said to Abraham, get out of your, from your father's house to a land that I will show you and I will make you a great nation and I will bless you and make your name great and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you and I will curse him who curses you. And in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
“In you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed”. When God spoke these words to Abraham, guess what Hewas doing? He was preaching the Gospel to Abraham beforehand. 
Genesis 22:15
“Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven and said, by myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your only son. Blessing, I will bless you. Multiplying, I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore and your descendants shall possess the gates of the enemies. In your seed, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed because you have obeyed my voice. And so Abraham returned to his young men and they rose and went together to Beersheba and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba”. 
Here is a confirmation of the gospel to Abraham, the gospel that was preached to Abraham beforehand; In you, all nations shall be blessed. 
Galatians 3:15 
“Brethren, I speak in the manner of men, though it is only a man's covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annul or add to it.“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. ” “And these I say that the law which was 430 years later cannot annul, the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise, but God gave it to Abraham by promise.” 
 You can't cancel it, you can't revoke or add to it. He does not say unto seeds as of many, but as of one, and to your seed who is Christ. So Abraham's seed is Christ. 
So we read about Abraham's life and what this scripture is saying is 430 years later, the law will show up. But the law did not have enough power to cancel the things that God had spoken to Abraham. To revoke the covenant that God had spoken and declared to Abraham, as powerful as the law was. 
The rich young ruler was a man who prospered by the law; he came to Jesus and  said, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said, you know what the law says, do not this, do not that, and began to listen to the Lord. And out of strong confidence and boldness, self-righteousness, he said, all these things I have kept from my youth. And Jesus looked at him and loved him and said, one thing you lack, go and sell all that you have and come and be my disciple and follow me. And the man went away very sad because he had great possessions. 
He didn't have the possessions, the possessions had him. But you see, everything he possessed was a product of keeping to the law. 
Isaiah 51:1
“Listen to me, you who follow after righteousness, you who seek the Lord look to the rock from which you are hewn and to the hole of the pit from which you are dug, look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you. If I called him alone and blessed him and increased him, for the Lord will comfort Zion. He will comfort all her waste places, He will make her wilderness like Eden and her desert like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness will be found in it.. thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” 
Are you a follower of righteousness? Are you a seeker of the Lord?
So if I ask you, who's your father, what will be your response? You'll be right to say Abraham is your father. You'll also be right to say God is your father. But we know that God is also the father of Abraham and is the ultimate father of all mankind. But when we trace our spiritual DNA, we do not trace it to Adam, we trace it to Abraham. And beyond Abraham we trace our DNA to Jesus. Jesus himself is called the Seed of Abraham not the Seeds, so we are not the Seeds of Abraham. Christ is the Seed of Abraham and by extension we carry that spiritual DNA. 
Now why am I spending time focusing on Abraham? And it's because of Genesis 14. Let's go back there again because until we understand the role of Abraham in the scheme of things and in the gospel, and it's exciting to read the way Paul puts it that; Abraham received the gospel first. The gospel was preached to him and he defined that gospel “In you shall all the families of the earth be blessed” and that is not just restricted to the blessing of the lord that makes rich, financial blessings and all of that, but he's speaking categorically about the blessing of the Spirit of God that inhabits the heart of every human being today.
"And as many as receive him”, guess what happens? “The Holy Spirit comes in to dwell in their spirits and to make them his own abode”. But this same man called Abraham, had an encounter when he was returning from the slaughter of the kings that are ganged themselves together kings of Kedah Laoma and so on and so forth
Genesis14 
“It came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Sheena Ario king of Elasa Kedahlaoma king of Elam and Tidal, the king of nations. That they made war with Bera, king of Sodom. Bersha, king of Gomorrah. Shinab, king of Adma. Shememba, king of Seboim. And the king of Bela, that is Zua. All these joined together in the valley of Shidim. That is the salt sea. Twelve years they served Kedah Laoma. In the thirteenth year, they rebelled. In the 14th year Kedalaoma and the kings that were with him came and attacked Rephahim. So here is a battle of the Kings. Verse 13, one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew.
You know what that means? Talk to me. What does that mean? You've forgotten the Hebrew there means crossover. Abram the crossover is a crossover guy. There's something unique about him.
For he dwelt by the turban trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Escol and brother of Anah. And they were allies with Abraham. When Abraham heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his 318 trained servants who were born in his own house. And went in pursuit as far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night. How many forces? 318 men. You split them maybe into two companies. It sounds so little. And he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hoba. Which is north of Damascus. And he brought back all the goods. And also brought back his brother Lot and his goods as well as the women and the people. Let's read on. and the people. Let's read on. And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the king at the valley of Shaveh. That is the king's valley. After his return from the defeat of Kedah Loma and the kings who were with him. Then Melchizedek, most high, possessor of heaven and earth. Blessed be God, most high, who has delivered your enemies into your hand. And he gave him the tithe of all.” 
If we do not resolve the Melchizedek debacle, we will come back here again in a few years because somebody goes on a podcast to preach things that are not consistent with God's word. And that's how the body of Christ has been in recent times going back and forth. When we think that we are certain, something else arises and says, well, it is not scriptural. And that's why I said at the beginning that I've done my best to teach with balance, to compare scripture with scripture.
Melchizedek is a priest. I didn't say so, the scripture said it in verse 18 he was the priest of God most high. 
we must define and zero in on that function, “as a priest”. The question for me is, if he was a priest who was he ministering for and who was he ministering to? What assignment did he have? What tabernacle was on earth at that time that defined his priesthood?
Hebrews 5:1. 
“Every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God. Defining the responsibility of priests is appointed in things pertaining to God that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sin. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray since he himself is also subject to weakness. Because of this it is required just as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. And no man takes this honor for himself but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was so also Christ did not glorify himself to become high priest but it was He who said to Him” “Who said to him you are my son, today I have begotten you as he also says in another place” 
Who's He? where's the other place? God!Speaking to David Psalm 110, he says to him “You are a priest forever.” God said it. 
“The Lord said to my Lord. Two lords are speaking one lord, God said to my Lord um Jesus and who is the one writing is David sit at my right hand till I make your enemies your footstool the Lord will send the rod of your strength out of Zion rule in the midst of your enemies your people shall be volunteers in the day of your power in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning you have the order of Melchizedek. You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
Who said that? God. To whom? To Jesus. What did he say to him? Order also means pattern, it also means template. It means that Melchizedek's appearance, which is singular in the Old Testament, established a pattern, established a template. What kind of template did it establish? When you read about Melchizedek, as we read in Genesis 14. Because the Old Testament priests, especially under the Aaronic order, and we saw that in Genesis, their responsibility was to function on behalf of men.
So Aaron's assignment was primarily focused upon God's people. They were to offer gifts and sacrifices on behalf of the people. When we look at Melchizedek however, scripture does not give us insight to an existing priesthood. And if you remember what I said earlier, that the principle of tithes and offerings preceded the law. But it's a principle that we also find established as a pattern by Melchizedek. Because here is a priest that shows up before the law. Here is a priest that shows up and yet scripture doesn't tell us that there was an earthly tabernacle from where he was ministering. And not much is said about him except that when we get to the book of Hebrews, and this is a recap with just some emphasis, the Bible begins to speak about the fact that he had no beginning of days, no end of days. He had no genealogy. He is made like unto a priest and his priesthood continues eternally. The Bible is a book of genealogies.
Genealogies in the Old Testament will probably bore you, but they're very, very important. You read about the genealogy of Jesus. In Matthew 1, and this begat and begat, and whenever we read it, we jump it because we're not interested in finding out who begat who, we jump go to the real person that was begat at the end “Jesus” but the truth is that the genealogies that we find are not written by accident, they are written for our learning. 
If we spend time to trace these individuals, we'll find very significant truths, especially when you come to the story of a Tamar who was a prostitute. And we could see the strand there. Ruth we know her story, she was a moabite. We read the story of all kinds of people who became part of the story of Jesus and his genealogy,So the Bible is very explicit about genealogies but when it came to Melchizedek, it mentioned nothing about his genealogy. Because some people are saying that he was an earthly king. Now, if he was an earthly king, his genealogy would have been mentioned. Because the Bible is emphatic about genealogy.
And scripture says, he has no father, no mother. How? He has no beginning of days, nor end of life. And he continues, he is made like the son of God and he remains a priest. He is an everlasting priesthood. And so when Jesus showed up, remember the things that God had already said. His own priesthood would follow the template of Melchizedek. It would be everlasting. He died once, so that he can be a faithful high priest eternally. There is no killing him. But here we see Melchizedek appearing before Abraham. 
Genesis 14 again. The scripture lets us know that Melchizedek comes forth. 
Melchizedek, king of Salem brought forth bread and wine. He was a priest of God Most High. It's not just carrying bread and wine for nourishment, this is his priestly assignment. So you can see that he's not slaughtering animals, that's Aaronic. But this is a priest who is already serving communion before the communion. He was already bringing forth bread and wine. And this is him operating in and bringing Abraham to the Lord’s table. And he serves him bread and wine and then he blesses him. Abraham's response is also important, because this is where the kerfuffle as they call it is; Abraham's response to Melchizedek is really the pivot back.  Because Abraham saw him, he gave him tithes of all. So he blesses him and Abraham gives him a tithe of all.
What did Abraham recognize? Do you think Abraham thought this was a priesthood that would fade away? No. Abraham knew this was an eternal priesthood. You say, how did you know? Eternity is written in our hearts. And he responded based on that dimension of eternity so he took a portion called the “tenth of everything” that he had received that was spoils of war and he gave it to Melchizedek. Later the king of Sodom will come to him and he will say look Abraham I'm offering you all of these things that you can take and Abraham said I will take nothing from a thread to a sandal strap and that I would not take anything that is yours lest you should say I have made Abraham rich. When Melchizedek blesses you, you don't need anybody's position to make you rich. Abraham was simply saying, look, I've plugged into a higher power, a higher grace, I don't need your goods anymore because I know that riches are mine by the blessing that I have received.
When you truly know what God has spoken to you, and you know what He has determined to do in your life, you will not shortchange yourself by compromising your future for some present gain. If Esau had understood this, he would not have sold his birthright for porridge, for food. He disdained it and said, what profit does this birthright have to do with me? You won't mortgage your future.
You know things to walk away from and that's what Abraham was doing. He was saying, I don't need your stuff. Keep your stuff because I know your heart. When you see what God begins to do in my life you then say I'm the one that made him rich. I don't want anyone to take glory for what God has done in my life. Because it is common with men to try to take glory in what has happened in people's life. “If not for us, he won't be there. That's the language of men: if not for us, we are the ones helping him you know. Oh, yes, it happens in churches. I've been in church for many years. You're going to find people who say such things. Many of such people are the ones that give even the least. You know, people who give the least grumble the most. Statistics show that when you hear people say, “oh please”, I've established that abuse is common in the body of Christ. But when you hear people say, what are they doing with our money? Is that 20,000 Naira they're asking after? I'm telling you to do something. It's a general rule. When the grace of God upon your heart is overflowing, your generosity becomes one that cannot be contained. That's the truth. 
Melchizedek is a pattern, a template, and a reference point that existed before the law. And the law that came from around 30 years after cannot revoke what happened in scripture. Someone says, why aren't there chapters on Melchizedek? Because God has nothing else to say about him, about his template. He has said everything he needs to say. And what the law did not establish, the law cannot revoke. What that means in clear language is that tithing is not an Old Testament principle, it is an eternal principle that was established by grace.
And I know that you know and it's not because anyone is interested in what you have but we're interested in what you become. 
Hebrews 8:1 
“Now this is the main point of the things, saying we have such a high priest like who that's Jesus the high priest that's like Melchizedek
Let's go back to 
Hebrews 7:14. 
“For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. It is yet far more evident if in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest. Now, what does it say? In the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest.
What is the likeness of Melchizedek that you know? Is everything revealed in Genesis 14? That's the pattern. That's the entire story. He meets Abraham, is king and priest.
Abraham responds without any recognized trigger because Melchizedek didn't say give to me which also tells us that the voluntary act of giving whether of tithes and offerings is what honors God. It is not the pressurized ones that honors God. And it is far more evident in the likeness of Melchizedek, man who brings forth bread and wine. It's not just carrying. It's not just saying, Abraham, you're hungry. Did Abraham tell him he was hungry? He says, okay, I can give you some food. There's bread. I mean, a man, 318 men who were ready to go to war and to gain victory. That's his priestly function. Why didn't he slaughter an animal for Abraham? Because he's not a priest that will be slaughtering animals. And he can't slaughter anything because the main slaughter, the lamb of God, is going to be slain by God himself.
“So it is far more evident. Even in the likeness of Melchizedek, there rises an old priest who has come not according to the law of a fleshy commandment, but according to the power of an endless life, for he testifies to you a priest forever.” (That's Psalm 110). 
For he testifies you a priest forever that's some 110 according to the order of melchizedek from the on the one hand there's an annulling of the former commandment because of it weakness and unprofitableness, for the law made nothing perfect. on the other hand there's a bringing in of a better hope through which we draw near to God. And in as much as he was not made priests without an oath for they have become priests without a note but he was he but he with an oath by him who said to him the Lord has sworn and will not relent. You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek. So what did God do, he swore concerning Christ's priesthood by an oath, he said you're a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. By so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant. Also, there were many priests because they were prevented by death from continuing. But he, because he continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.
Therefore, he is also able to save to the utmost those who come to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.”
Chapter 8:1. 
“We have such a high priest who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens, a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle. If there's a true tabernacle, there's a fake tabernacle. There's true, there's false. Now God allowed it, but there's a true tabernacle which the Lord directed and not man. This is the main point of the things we're saying.
So, what are we taking away from here? Anyone who tells you the giving of tithes and offerings in the Old Testament missed it completely. Because the Old Testament also contains as it were acts of grace, and acts of mercy, and acts that are eternally nature that did not fit into the law that Moses will establish that will be annulled 430 years later. 
2 Corinthians 8.
“Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia. That in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency that we will receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministry to the saints. Not only as we had hoped but they first gave themselves to the lord.”
 Let's establish God's template when it comes to giving; that as we just read in scripture. Hear me clearly, you are more important to God than your tithe and offering. I know that's shaking some of your theology, because we think, no, he's just interested in our money.
And I say this by extension, A true pastor values the people more than what they give. A true pastor does not see the people as a means to his end. When people see large crowds, I always use this to illustrate the mindset of a Nigerian taxi driver. When he's driving and maybe he has one passenger in front of his car and he knows he has to get some more and he sees people standing by the road, he doesn't see human beings, he sees money. That's all he sees, and that's why at that point he will not obey any traffic. He does not care, you can beep, meaning he is blocking the road and he's looking. It's because he is seeing money that he must quickly get. Do you know that there are many ministers who, when they see a crowd, guess what they see? It's money.They go to a church minister and it's 50,000 members, and they're like, wow, my honorarium is settled. Because it's money. And so the message will change. All kinds of fake miracles will come into being. They can set up things. 
One of my sons who has repented. And the things he did, he did in ignorance. We were having this conversation and he was telling me of how his former pastor, who I know, hired him. Every time the pastor would come to Abuja to minister, he would go into the church and he would mingle with the people so he would get their details; their names, what kind of car they drove and so on. When you hear these things you think  fabu, that's why I'm using him as an example. Because when he shared it, I'm like this validates it. And when the pastor comes, he will give you two. Then he will come and say, there is somebody here. You walk in Chevron and you live in NNPC estate, and you drive a Toyota Lexus, the Lord has a word for you. It is not a word of knowledge, it is a word from knowledge. And he said he used to warn him not to tell anybody or he will deal with him. But thank God, He has delivered him. 
So, you can be manipulated when it's about money. As I say, true shepherd! Look at what Paul says about the giving that is recorded here. That they gave not as we hoped but they first gave themselves to the Lord. That's the most important thing, that they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us by the will of God.
That's true New Testament giving. Whether it governs your tithe, your offerings, you call it whatever you want, seed faith, first fruit, whatever you want to call it. It is first a giving of yourself to the Lord. That is what resonates with the Spirit. Because we live in times when we find all kinds of riffraffs in the Body of Christ giving today; criminals, fraudsters. Do you know that the greatest money laundering organization in Nigeria is the church? 
I had a son in the faith, he was part of a church, and was a member of the Board of Trustees. He was even made a member of the board without him signing, they signed on his behalf.And when EFCC began to investigate the church for money laundering, he got a call, saying, look, I know you and I know you have integrity. Your name is here. And we're investigating this church for money laundering.And we found certain things, You better know how to act. And he came to me and I said, write them officially and let them know that; first of all, he didn't consent to being a member of the board and was just finding out.
Secondly, whatever it is, “I'm not a part of you”. But you know, the church is also powerful. People in high places and all that; they nipped it in the bud. People have come to offer me deals before, I’m talking about dollars. That I will keep 30% and will help them wash the rest. 30% of a hundred million dollars is 30 million dollars you know. If that is in my account now a private jet will be waiting for me after service and I will be off to London just to have a hamburger and then return the next day. And I will make sure at least two pastors follow me, one of them the other one will be a cameraman so he'll be filming me and flood the social media.  
Now I'm not saying that it should be interpreted as such for everybody who is doing that, I just think some things shouldn't be. And that is why we have all that's going on in the body of Christ today. Because even when we looked at it in the days of the sons of Eli, the people began to see giving with contempt. They began to discount it, they began to insult God because the sons of Eli were feeding themselves fat. I've learned through time that it doesn't matter if a priesthood is abused. Now, again, let me say this because people would often ask and say, pastor, what if our money is not being used rightly? You are not giving it to man, you are giving it to God. But first of all, you're giving yourself to God because you can give and God doesn't have you.
So, the church has the money and they do all kinds of things with it but you are so far from God. Yet the church projects can keep going on but it's you that God wants. 
Every minister of God stands before God and must give account to God for how they administer funds and how they use people's money. But when you see abuse, you will be the one to decide on whether or not you want to continue in an abusive environment or you want to uproot yourself and plant yourself in a place where your heart can be at rest. because when there are doubts and questions in your mind, it also affects your relationship with God. 2 Corinthians 9:6 also establishes this. Remember, God is more interested in you as a person than in your gift. The truth is, if God has you, He also has your gifts. 
2 Corinthians 9:6 
“But these I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly.” 
Eternal principle; that the measures matter. Now trying to filter my mind and try to pick your mind; but  do measures matter when it comes to tithe? The word tithe means 10%, but as individuals, there have been times in my life when I cannot even give God a tithe of what I have and I just give everything as my tithe.  Now, again, once I do that, it's no longer tithe. But you should understand the principle. Let’s say, there are things I'm seeing in the future that I trust God to do for me. 
What defines your offering? It might be 500  Naira or a 1000 Naira. Maybe that's where you are. But in the midst of that, can God speak to you and ask you to do something you've never done? 
I Remember I was in church during service and an offering was being taken and I was going to give God what was 10, 000 Naira as an offering and the Holy Spirit said give 500,000 Naira. And I sighed first.  It's not tithe, this is just an offering on a Sunday, Nothing special like giving toward something in particular. Prior to that, I had taken a loan of 50 million naira from a friend for a time in order to meet certain things. When I said I took a loan someone said well Pastor you're encouraging us to take loans you must know what is backing that loan, ability to pay back. I will never take a loan I can't pay back and many times it's because there is money but is in assets that you free up or liquidate in order to pay. But not that your bank account has not had more than three million naira for the next 10 years you don't have any landed property or any even your car is is is if they sell it as Nigerian use is 2.2 million they now say I want a loan of 50 million from how will you pay back you say well by faith God is able to do all things and he's able to do exceedingly abundantly. He was generous and kind to give it to me and that evening, I was home and I thought let me go see him, so I went to see him and we're having a conversation and as I was walking out you know we were just talking and he said well you know the thing you needed that money for have you sorted I said I’ve sorted it I need to pay you however I've not forgotten and he said don't pay back forget about it, it's written off. I said really, he said yes that's a gift. And that does not mean that my offering is now 500,000 Naira every Sunday. But that's to tell you that when it comes to the law of the spirit of life, there are certain things you can't lock down. You can't be dogmatic, there must always be room for the Holy Spirit to find expression in you. Because scripture says, my sheep hear my voice and hearing his voice is extremely critical if you must succeed and you must prosper. 
Please, when offering is passing, don't now say what God did for Pastor Shola must happen to me. And you try to copy me. You will be triggering it from your flesh. I was obeying God. And my obedience was complete by also deciding to go and see my friend because if I stayed at home I'm not going to see him at that time you work with God, timing is important, obedience is also important
Most times the easiest people to scam are Christians and some of it is triggered by leadership. The Pastor could say, as you are going out this week, that phone call that you have been waiting for will bring you the millions you will receive. And you'll hear Amen and then the pastor will say that Amen is not a believing Amen. He will say give me a believing Amen. Then one of these scammers will call you on Monday. The minute your phone rings, you're like, is that the call? Pastor said this week I'll receive the call. And then the guy would typically say, hey, how are you, my brother, long time. Do you know who is speaking? Guess now. He said, I can't guess. Just guess. And he'll say, David. He'll say, ah, David. It's David. He has got you. And all your spiritual sensors, you're pulling your antennas because you are expecting a phone call that will make or break you at the end of the day. 
God can speak and can accurately guide you, but it is not that you throw your senses away. You can't cancel your senses away, you must watch. You can't allow your emotions to just lead you astray because you are trusting God for a miracle. 
2 Corinthians 9 
Sow sparingly or reap sparingly and he who sows bountifully will also reap how bountifully verse 7 so let each one give as a purpose is in his heart not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver, and God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you always having all sufficiency in may have an abundance for every good work, 
Meaning that God's intention is to bring you to a place where if there's any good work you  can give towards it. 
Let's look at giving under the law, 
Exodus 25 
“God said don't take it from them it must be willingly not coerced that starts or offerings it must be from the heart to honor god it says you shall take my offering And then it goes on to define that offering in 
Acts 33, 
You will read that Bezalel and Aholiab and so on, when they began to make the ornaments and the material for the tabernacle, they had to say to Moses, this thing is too much. Moses had to announce to the people, the offerings are more than enough. Please don't bring any offerings anymore. But all of this reflected the heart of the people and also their willingness. No wonder the house that God built he filled because it was a reflection of willing hearts and willing giving. 
1 Timothy 5:17 
“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. For the scripture says, you shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. And the laborer is worthy of his wages.”
And God is saying that in the midst of all kinds of giving, that those who minister the word should be cared for by the local church. Because the local church is the backbone of God's work upon the face of the earth. That's the expression of God's work that we see. He says the laborer is worthy of his wages. So here are the reasons why giving tithes, offerings, and all kinds of giving are important to you.
1. It is an acknowledgement of God as your source and provider
And a reflection of the truth that you rely on him instead of anyone else. That's why Abraham tithed and that's why offerings are given. It's not just the tithe.  Malachi says tithes and offerings that when you obey that instruction and you give, you're acknowledging God as your source and provider and that you rely on him.
2. It is a reflection of your worship. 
Giving is worship. So when we come to church and that part of the service, giving, people just can be very, very casual about what's going on, but it is worship. 
3.  It provides for the needs of God's house and for the purpose of his kingdom. We know those things that you must provide for the necessities of the house and by extension, the kingdom.
There are many things that the church does. place, outreaches, reaching out to people, serving the purposes of God's people in the house, doing ministers conferences and all kinds of things that we are doing, getting God's word out on social media and all the different platforms. Whatever it is that enhances the word is also the reason why we must. 
4. Social responsibility
Providing for the needs of those in-house and outside the house and supporting the needy. Very, very significant and important. 
5. It is a demonstration of your obedience and reverence for God
It is a way of saying, I am indebted to God. I won't be where I am without him.
6. It breaks the power of greed and materialism. 
It breaks the power of greed and materialism. 
I met many rich people who are stingy, extremely stingy because their riches have them . That's the story of the rich young ruler, give all you have. He says, no, he went to Israel. The labor that, you know how I suffered to get these things. If you want to break the power of materialism over your life, giving is Obedience to tithing, obedience to giving. Within the local assembly, to give to other people as well. 
7. It’s an expression of thanksgiving and gratitude, to thank God. 
8. Reminds you of God's goodness.
It's a reminder of God's goodness that God is good to you. 
9. It shows your honor for God. 
How much you honor him. Malachi 3, it's an honor thing.
If I be your father, where's my honor? God will have to demand it of a rebellious priesthood and a rebellious people by extension. The priesthood had defiled the things that they had instituted and the people also continued. They said, why should we be what we're giving him. And they considered the Lord's offering to be contemptible. They began to disregard that which God considered a pathway by which the people honored him. So, every time you do, every time you tithe, every time you give your offerings, you're honoring God. 
10. You're securing the future of your children. 
Transgenerational blessing because Levi was in the loins of Abraham when he tithed and God did Abraham, was Abraham's wife pregnant? What's he saying? Is Abraham a woman? No. It was in his loins which means he carried his DNA. The DNA had Levi written on it and by the time God would establish the priesthood, it would take Levi the house and the tribe of Levi to administer the priest and he would say that they had already given their own tithe in Abraham. So, there's a transgenerational blessing which says I've been young, I've been old, I've never seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed beg for bread. He's ever lending meaning that He's “generous” to give. He's ever merciful and lends and his descendants are blessed that your children will be blessed by your giving, that heaven will remember them because you gave.
 11. It allows grace to be magnified upon your heart. 
Have you ever watched some of these skits that are done they're called social experiments. I'm sure you've seen them. There's this particular one of this guy who dressed up like a madman and he goes around from place to place and people are saying get away from get get away man you know and all and this particular woman would feed him and care for him and at the end of the day he will reveal himself and he would give sometimes 200, 250,000 naira to some petty trader. How many of you cried when you watched it.
Okay, you didn't. Did you feel some emotion? Teardrop from my eye. Why? Because when you see acts of generosity, there's a grace that flows upon your heart and positions you in such a way that you want to do the same you you want to be a blessing there's just something about giving. 
These are the pointers 
Acts 10 and Mark 10
 The early church had started. There was a certain man in Cesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what is called the Italian regiment, a devout man, one who feared God with all his household, who did what? Generously to the people and prayed to God, always. About the ninth hour of the day, he was clearly in a vision. He saw clearly in a vision, an angel of God coming in and saying to him, Cornelius. And when he observed him, he was afraid and said, what is it, Lord? So he said to him, there's an angel from heaven. And he said to him, your prayers and your acts of giving have come up for a memorial before God.
Do you think your giving counts? Look at the text. God will have to dispatch an angel to tell him, every time you gave, I was recording it. Every time you prayed, I was recording it. Now this is payday. It's come up as a memorial before God. Next verse. Send men now. The next verse. Now send men to Joppa and send for Simon, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging with Simon, a Tanner, whose house is by the sea. It will tell you what you must do. So, in other words, his giving and his prayer produce instruction. It's going to tell you what you must do. Now, we know what happened. This was the first time that the gospel was coming. The Holy Spirit would visit the Gentiles. Now, how does money translate to salvation? Money is physical. That's what we think.
But money is spiritual. The Bible speaks about money more than any other subject. Jesus spoke about money more than any other subject matter. Because we think it's physical. It's not just a 1000 Naira. No, it's spiritual. You can see the connection. He prayed, he gave, God said the memorial has come, you'll be saved. That's why I speak about transgenerational blessing. You don't know the salvation that will come to your children because of you. Satan will seek to attack them and a voice will come from heaven and say, not this one. And it will have nothing to do with the child. It's because of the father. This is the New Testament, not the Old Testament. There's the pattern. You see it. That's why everything you do is not just about you. 
You can't live like a Hezekiah. Oh, because of his actions, God will send his prophet to him and tell him, well, you know, because you've allowed the kings of Babylon to see the things they shouldn't see, your children will be taken as slaves and captives into a strange land. They will be eunuchs. They will be castrated. They would not be able to reproduce the next generation. And then he said, good is the word of the Lord. At least in my own days, I will see good. Once I'm dead and gone, anything can happen. Is that the kind of parent you are? When you're in a position and you see someone needing admission in a university, what do you do? You help because your own children will enter university. It may be that act that would open a door for them. Someone needs help. I mean, it just covers every area of life. There's some things, you know, the principle of paying things forward. That's the principle of paying things forward. Your children will reap some harvest of your labor.
Chapter 10:23. 
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples that after the rich young ruler had gone away, very, very, very sad. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, how hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God. And the disciples were shocked at his words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches is defining and progressive unveiling of truth. How hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. And they were greatly astonished again, saying amongst themselves, who then can be saved?
Why do you think, do you know when they said who then, they were including themselves? Because by virtue, fishermen in the days of Jesus were one of the richest sets of people. Who then can be saved but Jesus looked at them and said with men it is impossible but not with God, for with God all things are possible.  Then Peter began to say to him, see like you don't understand this gist, you're using parables, you're speaking tongues, see Oga we have left all and followed you.
I thought somebody said Peter was a fisherman and did not leave all. Look at what Jesus said. So Jesus answered and said, or sisters or fathers or mother or wife or children or lands for my sake and the gospel who shall not receive a hundredfold. In this time, houses, brothers, sisters ,mothers, children with persecution and in the age to come eternal life but here is the mystery that many who are first will be last and the last first what a guarantee and an assurance even to the disciples all that they gave up for the sake of the gospel was not lost said assuredly 
I say to you I believe I believe that with what you have heard, your heart is settled. And at least we've been able to establish truth that will guide you and continue to be a stay for you.
That even if the oceans are raging, you will know what your responsibility is to God. And you will do that which you need to do. And then your gifts, your tithes, your offerings that are not limited by an old covenant, you also give.
And watch him open the windows of heaven. Pour out great blessings on your life. 
                                                            Q&A
Oh, great. It's a question. I like questions 1987 I was baptized in the holy spirit sat down in my room you know I was baptized in the holy spirit I didn't know anything about speaking in tongues one brother from FSC came and sat with me and told me that speaking in tongues has been abolished now here is me speaking in tongues and he said it has been abolished and guess what happened I stopped see when when satan enters your I mean he was taking me through scripture and every time I speak in tongues I remember it's been abolished it's not real so I had to go and do my own study page by page followed it and I realized it was the one but he knew more scripture than me so when I done my own study I called him for a rematch. So yeah, let's go. Look at this. Look at this. Look at this. I spoke in tongues. He didn't believe me. I saw him many years later. He's baptized in the Holy Spirit.
How often should we pay tithe? Because according to Abraham and Melchizedek, it was just once that that happened ,or it was recorded just once. So is it meant to be monthly, yearly, or is it when you experience an increase? How does it work?
When Abraham gave tithes, he had just come back from war and there were the spoils of war. If you were fighting wars, I would say every time you have a victory, you give but when you translate it to daily life remember the spoils of war were like your harvest from your effort because every time you went to war whatever you got from the enemy became yours so it's like a harvest from your effort now when you translate that to real day situation what's the harvest from your effort, your work, your salary? If you're a businessman, your business. Because some people do not earn monthly. They earn, some people may just earn once a year, but that earning may be one billion Naira.
So it may be one huge chunk. But you see, the principle is every time the Lord gives us reward in our life. So somebody can walk up to you and say look um I just feel like giving you a hundred thousand all right that is some increase or some some reward that needs to be tithed as well look the princess you are showing appreciation to god abram gave what what triggered it I went to battle god gave me victory I must give something back once it's that principle you're fine 30 days I went out came back look at what I have it may not appear to be much but let this also if you remember the pointers is a show of your dependence on God it is to prove that you trust him Lord I trust you Lord you are my source not my boss, my boss isn't my source. He's just an instrument that you're using. But I recognize you as my source. I give to you and it breaks the power of greed. You've heard all of those things. So that is the response to that. Assuming you're earning a million naira a month, naturally your tithe is a hundred thousand I've heard in so many places where somebody says well I just realized that even the tight is so small so I choose to add something to it now when you choose to add does that make you now a tithe or does it mean that the additional fraction it's more of an offering, so I'd like to have a clearance 
I Remember I think I had to speak on that but that was maybe 1989 it's way way way back if you were here when I did the teaching regarding telegram 10% I think Abraham assessed himself and felt all, 10% is good. But that 10% is what is called tithe. And I try to disabuse our minds from nomenclature that we get so locked to, you see, you're holding the word tithe, that it has to be 10%.
Understand the flow of grace upon your heart. So a person can decide that what I'm giving God is 30%. Now, by virtue of nomenclature, we may call it tithe, just to qualify it, but then it is not tithe, it will be trite or something of that nature. You know, it will mean we've got to find a Hebrew word that defines 30% and call it that. It doesn't mean that the 20% is offering. No. It is what is in your heart to honor God with that God recognizes. So, even if you call it tithe, God knows it's more than tithe. So, it's tithe to the power or or rather tithe times three. I've given my tithe three times. Well, let's not be locked. I said this that the times people have given and I'm like, me and God will now be cutting change do you know what it's like so just  put everything in but in my heart it's my tithe do you get what I’m saying but it doesn't fit into the nomenclature and God is not a God of nomenclature He sees what is in your heart he knows what you're doing and that honors him sir. 
You gave an example of wanting to give an offering and God prompted you to give more. That's the kind of sacrificial offering. Does it come often? Is this something that we should do often or is it always prompted because some people will say I will give sacrificially and they will just go and clear their account you know and just give is it truly prompting or you just want to just do it that's number one then number two last week you said that the back of the giving that God was talking to us is to care for the needy and to give to the needy. So will it be right that I have a set kind of offering, you know, that I give and I decided that, okay, I will also have a part for the needy. Will it be right? Or if I am maybe kind of extra money comes into my hand and I decide I'm not going to add to the offering in church and then now give it to the needy will it be right or all offering must come to church and then and the church will be the one to care for the needy. 
The church has a caring program so giving to that is not wrong. There are many NGOs today that fundamentally realize they can't do everything so they look for platforms for example leprosy mission there are guys here you can decide to give an offering to leprosy mission because you have a burden for lepers now they have a reach they have a structure if you want to go and start looking for lepers to give and to help it may be challenging so is it I mean you know so it's also wise for us to look for organizations that exist I mean not just leprosy mission you have pro health here they do a lot of outreaches so you have a burden for people who you know have challenges and all kinds of things health-wise you can say pro health look every month i'm going to give you X amount because I know that's what you're doing.
And in case you have a community like, this is good PR for ProHealth. You can take them to your village. If you have the resources and they can set up a program and they've done that where they do surgeries and all kinds of things, because for you to go to your village and begin to structure that out becomes a challenge. So you can, and there's nothing wrong with your setting, I mean, the only look believers don't only give to their church. Those are things that are known. They give to other causes as well. Any pastor that doesn't realize that he's a no. Why must you give everywhere else but give here? something is wrong with him. Do you get what I'm saying? But you don't give outside and forget your own house. So you have the liberty. And you can, God doesn't stop us from structuring.
You can say, look, I'm giving God, this is my tithe. I'm giving offerings and I'm going to set 10% and I'm going to help a few people or give to an organization. You have every right to do that. and say the Lord asked me to empty my account I will usually ask you are you sure you had you see because and the reason is not to doubt you is so that you're not doing it out of emotions now if you do it out of emotions God I will collect it as long as honor is in your heart you honor God. But you see, the reward may not come as quickly like mine. So if you now go and, like I said, give X amount as an offering because of what I said, or you empty your account because of what I said, you may wait six months for the reward. But you see, mine was just a few hours. instruction directly to me I heard. And I was sure it was just me. And I know what I heard. 
So, I hope that answers question two. Now, question one. Let me try and remember that again. I've answered it. Okay, so, I hope I've answered all your questions. Are you sure? No. Okay, no. There was still another one you wanted so do you always give sacrificial offerings yeah okay the question is the sacrificial offering you gave yours out of a prompting  yes I'm just saying that okay you've I think you've answered it
Yeah and my prompting is not your prompting oh and your prompting is not my prompting so that's what the Holy Spirit is doing specifically or speaking. 
From the heart we have developed in tithe and give or given now I want you to draw back a little to what happened to Ananias and SapphIra. Is it because they didn't give what they had because all their life they were christian to the point they were elders of the church is it because they didn't give exactly or it was the enemy mixture is there any conflict in the system of Ananias and Sapphira that leads to their dead son?
I did answer that in the course of my teaching. If you give us the scripture, what did Peter say to them? Let scripture interpret scripture. Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? Next verse. While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.
Let's read it in NIV translation or some other translation just to throw more  light on it. 
“Peter said and Ananias how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and you have kept for yourself some of the money you receive for the land didn't it belong to you before it was sold and after it was sold wasn't the money at your disposal what made you think of doing such a thing you've not lied just to human beings but to God now what did they do everybody was selling their land oh well I won't say everybody people were selling their land and they were dropping it at the apostles feet that and the apostles were now distributing as the needs arose and the Annanias and Sapphira also came and said we will.” 
So this is the scenario; they said we are selling our land and we will bring all the proceeds so they sold it now they had said they were going to bring all the proceeds but on the way I don't know who spoke to who but if we go to Genesis. Sapphira said to Ananias there's one jewelry that I saw there's bone straight hair that I wanna buy and he said well that means you will have to take from the money from the land so they came to Peter and said, we have sold our land this is all. That's the lie. God is not intimidated if you change your mind, we just must be that open and honest to him. Lord see I said I was going to give all honestly isn't half I can't give now he he won't now you know say God could not sleep at night because you give half do you know that if you do that it shows you have integrity that's what God sees, you have integrity but to now act it up and say well this is everything we sold, this is all the money. Peter said no you can't lie to the Holy Ghost like this. That's the problem and that's what Peter said, that even after selling it, it was still in your power, you could have even come to say we're not even giving again. Because we have a need and we want to buy another property instead. God wouldn't  have insisted, 
While growing up as a believer you know used to be in a church is to question I want to ask you know anytime the pastor want to talk teach on tithe there's this question he always ask us and he will say you know assuming you're coming to church on a Sunday morning and here you are with your tithe and all of a sudden somebody barged into your house crying and asking for help, financial assistance based on, you know, one or two challenges. And he will not ask if it happens that that is all you have, as in your tithe is what you have. Are you supposed to give that height to the person and at the end of the day his own response or answer to the question will look like he is not going to give his tithe to that person if that is all he had. So several times I heard that question and I now took a decision and told myself that I will give my tithe to the person if that would save the person from that situation but all along is like guy you seem to are you sure you're not going astray you know making up your mind to you know to be doing to do such that's number one so what do you have to say sir then secondly what do you have to say when you come in contact with people who usually say that I was led you know, by the Spirit of God, to be paying my tithe to another ministry. And meanwhile, they have a local assembly where they worship and they are committed to.
But they will tell you that it is what the Holy Spirit told me, and that is what I'm doing. Thank you, sir. I think your questions are good. And here's the answer. And I will hinge that on the principle I've shared here before.
If someone comes up to me and I probably have a hundred thousand there and that's all I have. And it's a life and death situation and that's my tithe. I will give that person the tithe.
Now hear me. When life is at stake, doctrine falls. David was running away from Saul. He went to the temple. The men were hungry and himself. The only food that was available was showbread, which is unlawful for anyone to eat except the priest. And he was given and he ate and he didn't die. Life at stake, doctrine falls. I mean, the Old Testament say, and Jesus was saying it, that if your donkey falls in a ditch on the Sabbath day, will you not lift it up so doctrine will fall however I know that I'm owing God so the next month if it is 10% I'm giving I know that I'm taking 20% to give do you get what I'm saying because it is my commitment to God so I know that because I've made that commitment and here's a need that arose. I remember it's life and death. Because I also confirm if it's life and death. Because some people will tell you stories, good stories. And they'll just be going around collecting from people. So life and death, oh yes, I will. But you know, I also know that this is what I committed to give to God. I've used it for another purpose. I will still do it. So the next month, it may be double or something else maybe. That is what I will do because my commitment to God, I will keep. Do you get what I'm saying? So that's my response to that. And I believe that that's the right way to do things. We sometimes think we're giving God too much money. I gave you 100K. Is that not enough for him? That's a wrong mindset. Because at the end of the day, he blesses you and increases you and positions you.
All right. First question. Your second question. A local church. Where do you feed from? 
Let's look at the Melchizedek template. When Melchizedek showed up, he brought forth bread and wine. The Bible doesn't write it, but Abraham must have received it and ate it. And Abraham responded where? So where are you feeding from? You see that template is still there. Who is bringing forth bread and wine for you? That's where you honor god now you can now discuss this exchange principle you know paul said if we have ministered natural things to you you know spiritual it's a spiritual principle now if you have a place anywhere like your village church nothing stops you from you can send an offering to them or send something to them and they will appreciate it. I have a village church. When I go there, we give. We do those things. Because it's still a church and I recognize the universality of God's church.
What's the place of firstfruits offering in tithes and offerings?
The fruit offering is hinged on a principle from the book of Proverbs. 
“Honor the lord with the first fruit of your increase.” Let's assume that that scripture does not exist,  and you're working in a place where you're earning a million naira a month and they say you're now earning two million. What do you think you should do?
Humanly thinking, you establish you should give, do you agree? I think the issue here is what percentage, is everything that I should give? What is being preached is that your first month's salary is your all. But the Scripture says the first fruit of your increase. So it means the word increase there already puts a kind of boundary or guide to say that you give of the increase. It is not everything. Does the Bible tell us what percentage? No. So again, it's your call. And if you choose not to, it's your call.

