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[HEAVEN IS REAL, HELL IS REAL]

 






SAMUEL OLA.  AJAYI

INTRODUCTION

The World is a market place. Everyone comes to the market either to buy or sell. When the market time is over everyone goes back home. Some leaves early, some leave later but all return home at one time or the other.
Whether or not you are doing well in life, you must go home one day. What preparations are you making for your return home? In case you are doing well in life, consider this : the Bible asks, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Mathew 16:26 kjv
If you are not doing very well in life today, you still need to consider your ultimate return journey home. Why should you lose in this world and lose again in the world to come? Jesus Christ said you must be born again to be able to return to Heaven. 
 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” John 3:3-8     

He also said that though there are many mansions in Heaven, unless you come through Him, you will not have a portion there.  John 14:1-3,6     
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
 
Why will you not give your life to Jesus now and settle the issue of your home-going once and for all?
Decide now because the Bible says tomorrow may be too late. 2 Corinthians 6:2.  
“For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the 

accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
Pray now and call on Jesus to take over your life now. Do so NOW. God bless you as you do so.                  
                “IT IS NOT TOO LATE”            
                          Pastor Enoch Adejare ADEBOYE
                                 (General Oversear RCCG, Worldwide)   









          “Don’t expect to have tomorrow
What is offered you today;
Jesus asks you now to follow;
Trust in Him and don’t delay,”
                                    unknown author






         PART ONE








CHAPTER 1



HOW MUCH ARE YOU WORTH?
When a baseball player signed a huge contract that would pay him $8 million a year, he unashamedly declared that he was worth that much. Most of us would disagree. It’s hard to understand how anyone can feel he is worth that much money to hit and catch a ball for 6 months.
Yet there is a sense in which this rich outfielder really is worth $8 million-and more. It is not because of his skills,but because of the value that God in His love placeson each person. When we consider the worth our God sees in us as His image-bearers for whom He sent Jesus to suffer and die, it’s easy to see that we are worth at least that much.
We often estimate our value by how much money we make or by the titles we hold. Or we measure our value by the important things we do for others.Instead, we must realize that our value lies in the importance God places on us. And the value is based on two facts: God created us in His image (Gen. 1:27), and God loves us so much that He sent His Son Jesus to earth to die for us(Rom 5:8)
That makes each of us far more valuable than a mere #8 million. When God sees us in His Son, you can’t put a price tag on our worth!
Our value is not in what we own but to whom we belong

Adapted from OUR DAILY BREAD, RADIO CLASS MINISTRIES publication. ( Jan-Dec.2000)







A SINKING SHIP
John 8:21-36
Many people think they are free because they are having fun and doing as they please. They give little or no thought to God, assuming that a life  of commitment to Christ is restrictive and dull.
In his book Call To Discipleship, Juan Carlos Ortiz puts this type of thinking into perspective. Suppose that a ship is sinking and the captain knows it. So he tells the passengers that those in second class are free to go up to first class. Those who care to drink may have all the whiskey, vodka, or wine they want-it’s free! Anyone who wants to play soccer in the dining room may do so. If  anything is broken,it’s no problem. The passengers are delighted and think they are completely free. But soon they will all be drowned.
That’s a picture of the kingdom of darkness. People have “freedom”- sex, drugs, alcohol, anything they desire. They are convinced that they are kings and queens of their own kingdoms. But the spirit of death controls them, and ultimately it will destroy them.
Real freedom is found in Jesus Christ. He enables us to become all we were designed to be. His restrictions are like wings to a bird or sails to a ship. Receive Him as your Saviour, and the truth will set you free.
TRUE FREEDOM IS FOUND IN SURRENDER TO CHRIST.


THE GOAL FOR YOUR FUTURE
Mathew 16:26
Rose Martin loved her Corvair. The low-slung,rear-engine vehicle was a popular model in the 1960s until consumer advocate Ralph Nader denounced it as a casket on wheels. Rose ignored his warnings and drove it around her hometown in Rhode Island for 36years. She kept it functioning-no matter what the cost. So when she died in May 1998, her relatives and friends were not surprised by her desire to be buried in her cherished white Corvair.
Most of us don’t feel that sentimental about our cars. In fact,we may even wonder why some people are so concerned about where and how their bodies will be buried.Eventhough it’s wise to give some thought to cementry plots and funeral arrangements, uch matters are insignificant compared with the concerns we ought to have for our undying souls.(Mt.16:26)
The rich man in Jesus parable (Lk.12:16-21) had not been concerned about his soul and where he would spend eternity. Then one day God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul will be required of you” Lk. 12:20
The all-important issue is not where your body will be buried but where you will spend eternity. Are you headed for heaven or hell? What is the goal for your soul?
WHAT WE GO AFTER HERE DETERMINES WHERE WE GO HEREAFTER.  


A VANISHING VAPOUR
James 4:13-17,14
Evangelist D.L. Moody told a story about a minister who was preparing a sermon on the urgency of receiving Christ without delay. After studying for some time, the preacher fell asleep in his chair and had a strange dream in which he overheard a comversation among several demons. They were huddled together, trying to devise a scheme for leading people on earth into hell.
One of the evil spirits said, “Let’s tell people that the Bible is not the Word of God and that it can’t be trusted.” The others responded, “That isn’t enough”. Another spoke up, “Let tell them that God doesn’t exist, that Jesus was only a good man, and that there really is no heaven or hell.” Again the others responded negatively. Finally, a third demon said,”Let’s tell people there is a God, a Savoiur, and a heaven, and a hell. But let’s assure them that they’ve got all the time in the world to be saved, and encouraged them to put off the decision.” “That’s it! The others shouted gleefully.
Many people will spend eternity in hell because they procrastinate, thinking they can receive Christ “tomorrow.” But for them tomorrow never comes. Don’t be among them. Receive Christ today!

SATAN SAYS, “PROCRASTINATE!” BUT GOD SAYS, “DON’T WAIT!”


CHAPTER 2
 
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER
John 3:1-18  Isaiah 55:8

A group of senior citizens asked me to be their guest speaker. I chose to talk about Jesus’ words to Nicodemus, “You must be born again” John3:7
As I spoke , I noticed the downcast face of an elderly woman. Afterward, over tea, I asked her if she had ever been born again, if she had sought Christ and His forgiveness. She shook her drooping head and replied, “No, I haven’t.” “Wouldn’t you like to seek Him now?” I gently urged. “I’m afraid I’ve left it a bit late,” she answered with sad finality. I simply replied, “Better late than never!”
Instantly her expression brightened. I’ve never seen it like that before!” she exclaimed. As we prayed together, this elderly woman became a joyful “babe in Christ.” Although her life on earth was coming to a close, her new life in Christ was eternal.
This eleventh-hour conversion is a reminder to us all that God is still knocking at the door of our lives. It’s also a solemn warning that ‘too late’ is a possibility. As someone has said, ‘Don’t wait to be saved until the eleventh hour-you might die at 10:55!’Seek the Lord now, while He may be found. “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:” Isaiah 55:6. 

THE CARPENTER JUDGE

Jesus Christ is the Inescapable One. We must either receive Him in this life as our loving Saviour or stand before Him in the life to come as our eternal Judge.
There’s a story in the Gray and Adams Commentary about a doctor who ‘made it his chief concern in matters of religion to degrade the character and dignity of Christ.’ He viewed the Saviour with so much contempt that he always spoke of Him in a demeaning way by calling Him “the carpenter’s son”.
In time the physician became terminally ill. During the weeks before his death, he became very agitated, He remarked to the person who was attending him, “I’m a dying man, and what affects me most of all is that I must be judged by the carpenter’s son!”
That doctor faced the terrible future that awaits all who reject Christ. Yet, even in his last conscious moments, if he had trusted Him as his Saviour he could have found peace and received eternal salvation.
How have you been treating Christ? Remember, “the carpenter’s son” is the Son of God, the “Word made flesh.” Trust Him today! You will receive the blessing of salvation-not the sentence of condemnation. John 3:17- “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved”. 



REAL PEACE
Rom. 5:1
Rock guitarist Jimi Hendrix led a promiscuous life, indulging in drugs and behaving outrageously on and off the stage. 
At the end of a concert in 1970, Jimi smashed his guitar. According to Robert McGee and Donald Sapaugh in Search for Peace, the audience screamed and applauded, but suddenly the frenzied applause stopped. Jimi had fallen on his knees and was staying in that position motionless. He broke the stillness by asking, ‘If you know real peace, I want to visit with you backstage.’ But apparently nobody responded to his startling invitation. Several days later he died from an overdose of drugs. Peace, real peace eluded Jimi Hendrix.
Do you know real peace? Have you discovered, as that rock star did, that fame, money, and self-indulgence don’t bring inner serenity?  Prayerfully, then, you need to make another discovery. Only through a trustful commitment to Christ can you experience peace with God.  Rom. 5:1. Open your heart in faith to the Prince of Peace inviting Him to come into your life’s agitation, you can know the peace of God- the very tranquility of heaven in the depths of your soul. Philippians 4:6-7
PEACE FLOODS THE SOUL WHEN CHRIST RULES THE HEART.




SOAP AND SALVATION

We see a strange paradox in our world today. While there seems to be a religious awakening, there seems to be an increase in wickedness. It just doesn’t add up.
A Skeptic sneeringly said, “the gospel has lost its power. While thousands profess Christ, nothing much is happening as a result.” But it’s not the fault of the gospel. It’s because people make a profession but have no possession. It’s not enough to acknowledge the truth of the gospel and say, “Lord, Lord” Luke 6:46. Our lives must be transformed.
A preacher was walking down a street when he met the owner of a company that made soap. As they talked, the soap maker said, “The gospel you preach can’t be very good for there are still a lot of wicked people.” The preacher noticed a child nearby making mud pies. The tot was smeared with dirt from head to toe. The preacher said to his friend, “Your soap can’t be very good, for there is still a lot of dirt in the world.” The man responded, “Well, it cleanses only when a person uses it” “Exactly!” said the preacher. 
Is your faith real-not merely a profession, but heartfelt trust in Christ? Do you have a relationship with Jesus that has changed your life?
YOUR CHRISTIANITY ISN’T WORTH MUCH IF IT DOESN’T CHANGE YOUR CHARACTER.







Extracts adapted from OUR DAILY BREAD, RADIO BIBLE CLASS MINISTRIES@2000.


PART TWO 
[bookmark: _Hlk198731076]CHAPTER 3
DRY FROM THE ROOTS
“And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry. And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; ….. And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter forever. And his disciples heard it….. And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.”  Mark 11:12-14,20

God invites you to His Kingdom (“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Mathew.11:28 ). He is holy, holiness is the lifestyle of His kingdom.You must be holy to be a fellow of His kingdom. “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16) “ Can two walk together, except they be agreed?  Amos 3:3kjv. Whatever that would not allow your union with Him must be removed completely. If like a tree that brings no fruits to God in your life, it shall be dried from the roots.
In Mark 11:12-14,20, there was a tree Jesus Christ saw afar full of leaves. It was always calling for attention of everyone in the community including the passers-bye. Jesus decided to eat from it but there was no single fruit. Jesus dealt with this fruitless celebrity tree. What are those things in your life that are giving you false identity in this world.? Are well celebrated everywhere in the world but  you are under torment and oppression of demons?. Do you have almost everything but there is no end to acquiring more because your life is not secured?. Are you so influencial  with several social media followers but sins and inquities follow you everywhere?. Where are the peace and joy in your acclaimed successes, achievements, connections, positions and rights? The “but(s)” are the fruitless trees in your life that must dry from their roots before you can experience lasting peace, joy, security and eternal life.
The tree of adultery, fornication, homosexualism, lebsenism, pornography, rape, prostitutions, abortion must dry from the roots.
The tree of lies, stealing, fraud, extortion. Bribery, oppression, bitterness, wickedness must dry from the roots.
The tree of pride false witness, wrath, malice, hatred, greed, covetousness, robbery, anger, causing families sorrow and loss, murder, drug and human trafficking, cultism, gambling and betting ;and drunkenness must dry from the roots.
Jesus Christ notices some of these in your life as He noticed that fig tree afar full of leaves without a fruit. The power is in Him to curse it(them) dry from the roots. Would you submit/surrender your life to Him now?
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:.”  Acts 3:19-20kjv        

The decision is yours now. Would you pray to God now?



OUT OF THE CITY
MARK 8:22-23,25
“And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. 
Mar 8:23  And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.
After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly,”    

In this story, here is a man who lost his sight for many years. The bible told us he was residing in the city called “BETHSAIDA”. He probably an influential man in Bethsaida, that he was still having some people who cares around him. According to an African saying, a true friend is known only in the times of difficulty. “some people brought a blindman to Jesus, and they begged him to touch and heal the man” nlt.
There were many blind men that Jesus healed instantly at different locations, none of them were taken out of their locations except this man of Bethsaida in Mark 8:22-26. Before he could be healed, Jesus took him out of BETHSAIDA. By implication, some miracles will not be released under certain atmosphere, location, realm, lifestyle. This man’s miracle could only be released to him outside Bethsaida. Jesus took him out of the city/town.
What is that city/town/village like Bethsaida in your life that wills never allow your miracles be delivered to you; even under the divinely graded level of anointing Jesus carried. Acts 10:38-“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 
 Jesus was fully anointed yet he couldn’t perform any miracle in the presence of the people that bought him; and in his community, not because Jesus’ anointing was impotent perhaps there was a territorial embargo in his life. He took the man out of the city; there he received his sight instantly. What a great joy?
Dear Reader, you must be taken out of the city like Bethsaida. There must be a separation between you and the city like Bethsaida. The City of Bethsaida would not allow this man to be freed completely. The city of Bethsaida was a curse for his man. The city of Bethsaida was an inherited stronghold in the life of this influential blindman. The people that carried him to Jesus wished him well because of benefits derived from him; but they never wanted a new life for him. You need a new life. You must be born again, which is the greatest miracle God wants to give you now.
Moreover, where are you? Where is your location? Where is that location like city of Bethsaida that you must be separated from? A city like Bethsaida holding you in sickness, confusion, idolatry, drunkenness, extortion, fraud, illegal business, immorality, hidden sins. Are you in these types of cities, expecting breakthroughs in your life? NO! YOU MUST COME OUT.!
 You must be separated from people who are holding you captive diabolically. Separate yourself from sins. Mercy of God turns messes of men to miracles. In Acts 9:3-4, Saul was out of Jerusalem, he was near Damascus “.And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 
Verse 4   And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  Saul was converted not in Jesrusalem but near Damascus. He was taken out of the city of Jerusalem”.
God is waiting to make a great change in your life. He is not forcing His will on you but as a wise fellow, it is better to surrender your life completely to Him now when it is not yet late.
You cannot be living in sins and expect God’s miracles or answers to your prayers. Multitudes of anointing oil is useless on a man living in a city like Bethsaida. You must come out. Laying of hands of great Apostles of deliverance is a waste of efforts and resources on the head of a man in  a city of sin (like Bethsaida) “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you”, 2 Corinthians 6:17 
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” Isaiah 55:7   
Therefore, respond to this call today, mercy will replace judgment for you and you will experience a great joy from the presence of God.




           I CALL HIM MY FATHER

God is a Creator (Isaiah 45:18- “or thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.) and also a Father (I Cor.6:17-18). 
Without any iota of doubt, God created all things including men. All men are creatures of God both just and unjust.  To some people, God is a “Creator”; He releases general/common blessings to them all, like trees. shelters, rain, sunlight, air, money, possession, health, protection, etc. To some other people that are called “the people of God” or “the children of God”, God is “Father” in Heaven, because they willingly received Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. Jesus confirmed this in Mathew 5:45-“That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. The bible says in Proverb 16:4 kjv “The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil”.  Jesus said in Mt.5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God”. 
Also, John 1:12-13 states “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
In other words, there are Creatures of God and Children of God. For you to call God “My Father” there must be a major shift from being a Creature of God to  a Child (son/daughter) of God. 
2Corinthians 6:17-18 states “ Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Jesus is the way to God. Becoming a son/daughter of God from creatures of God is solely through JESUS CHRIST.
What are some of the sacrifices of Jesus that made the children of God what they are ,here on earth and life beyond.
a) Jesus saved them from sins.Mt.1:21
b) Jesus delivered them from the works and power of the devil. 1 John 3:8
c) Jesus changed their location from the kingdom of darkness (even as a creature of God) into the Kingdom of His dear son (sonship) Col.1:13
d) Jesus changed their fatherhood from Satan to God John 8:44
e) Jesus paid the penalty for sins and removed the curse of God upon them. Gal. 3:13;2 Cor. 5:21
f) Jesus reconciled them (the offender) to God (the offended) by acting as a mediator between God and man.2 Cor.5:17-21; 1 Tim. 2:5
g). Jesus registered their names in God’s book of life. 
           Luke 10:20  “……; but rather rejoice, because your 
                                    names are written in heaven.”    
              Rev 20:15- “And whosoever was not found written in the 
                                book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
h).   Jesus will present them to God holy and blameless.
Col.1:22,28- In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  vs 28-…..; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 
Having known the above great privileges sons/daughters of God earn in Jesus Christ, what should be your positive step(s) in becoming the son/daughter of God. “… as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” John 1:12.  Believe and receive Jesus Christ in your life today, God will be your FATHER.
“I CALL HIM MY FATHER”



CHAPTER 4

NO MORE EXCUSES.  


EXCUSE (#1)
“There too many hypocrites”

Answer
Hypocrites are lost. If you let hypocrites keep you from being saved, you will spend eternity in hell with them. Besides, you have to be smaller than what you hide behind. If you hide behind a hypocrite, you must be smaller than a hypocrite. 
1Samuel 16:7  “But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”            

EXCUSE (#2)
“A professing Christian wronged me”  

Answer
Granted. But is that any reason why you should wrong God and insult Christ, who loved you and gave himself for you? “All who believe in God’s Son[-JESUS] have eternal life. Those who don’t obey the Son will never experience eternal life, but the wrath of God remains upon them” John 3:36nlt


		EXCUSE (#3)
“Not now”

Answer
Every time you say ‘no’, it is more difficult to say ‘yes’. The time and day is now. “For God says, ‘At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation. I helped you. Indeed. God is ready to help you right now. Today is the day of salvation’” 2 Corinthians 6:2nlt. 
Tomorrow is a period nowhere to be found except, perhaps, in the fool’s calendar. God’s call is not a call for tomorrow, but for today.  Isaiah 55:6; 
Hebrew 2:3  “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; “kjv


EXCUSE (#4)
“There is so much suffering.”
Answer 
This is not the world as God planned it- the world that he said was ‘very good’(Gen. 1:31). It is the world in which humankind has spread their sin. “My experience shows that those who plant trouble and cultivate evil will harvest the same” Job 4:8nlt. God has provided an alternative. “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord” Rom. 6:23nlt.
It is not the world that God intends to establish. 
  Isaiah 65:20-21 “ In that city there will never be a baby who lives only a few days, and every older person will live for a long, long time. A person who lives 100 years will be called young. And whoever doesn't live that long will be considered cursed. 
 In that city whoever builds a house will live there; whoever plants a vineyard will eat the grapes from that garden.” ERV 


EXCUSE (#5)
“I have tried before and failed”

Answer
One failure need not mean final defeat. Upon whom did you depend? Did you make a complete surrender? Did you keep something back? Did you confess Christ publicly? Were you faithful in prayer? Did you seek guidance from the Word? Acts 17:11 “And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures day after day to check up on Paul and Silas, to see if they were really teaching the truth.”nlt  Make a full surrender. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Romans 12:1kjv
Keep in touch! “Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptation will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak!” Matthew 26:41 nlt
Be present in church/fellowship of Believers in Christ. Heb.10:25 “  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” kjv 



EXCUSE (#6)
“why does God allow evil in this world?”

Answer
Freedom of choice is the Creator’s great gift to the human race.” Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, that you and your descendants might love!” Deut. 30:19
Sin originated in human beings, not in God. God prevents sin’s dominion Rom. 6:14.
God has, at his own cost, provided a remedy. Jesus said, “I am the way. the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.” John 14:6

EXCUSE (#7)
“I am ashamed to come to Christ”

Answer
When he heard this, Jesus replied, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor-sick people do’. Then he added,
“But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” Mat 9:12-13kjv 
Salvation is for the lost. “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”.  Romans 5:6-8  

 Eextracts adapted from GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN WORKERS, the OPEN BIBLE(NLT), Thomas  Nelson Publishers. Nashville.



PART THREE

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY OF GOD








	


PRAISE GOD

I AM
BORN AGAIN

“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”.
 
2Corinthians 5:17


CHAPTER 5


A CHANGED LIFE

Without any doubt the greatest evidence of the new birth is CHANGE LIFE. Children of God now suddenly love the following:
1. They love Jesus. 
The name Jesus becomes the sweetest name in their mouth, the only melodious  song in their heart, a friend so dear so faithful to them. Allegiance and loyalty shift to Jesus only. Before conversion sinners might hold Christ Jesus in high esteem, but after conversion they love their SAVIOUR.   I John 5:1-2    
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.” 

2). They love the Bible. We should love God’s word as the psalmist did in Psalms 119. He expresses his great love for God’s word in several verses of this psalms. 
3). They love other Christians.” If we love our Christian brothers and sisters, it proves that we have passed from death to eternal life” I John 3:14nlt
4). They love their enemies. Mathew 5:43-45
5). They love the souls of all people, like Paul, they too also cry out for the conversion of loved ones. “Dear brother and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is that the Jewish people might be saved” Rom. 10:1; 2 Cor.5:14

6). They love the pure life. John says, if a person loves the world “you do not have the love of the Father in you” I John 2:15-17; 1John 3:2 -3kjv “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.   And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

7). They love to sing to God. “Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts.” Eph. 5:19nlt 

8). They are ever ready for rapture. 
 The born again would not want to be left behind the day Christ Jesus would appear in the sky to gather His own people.
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh”. Mt. 25:13


9). They lay their treasures in heaven not on the earth.   “ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Mt. 6: 19 -21


10). They are joyful, always rejoicing.
“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.”   Is. 61:10

“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation”. Is. 12:3

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh”. Phil. 3:3  
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.”  Phil 4:4 

11. They are teachable.    
“Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you”. Phil. 4:9

“Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more”. 1Thess. 4:1




12) They get  rewards ( not salary) from God.
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away”. 1Peter 5:4

 “For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”. 2Peter 1:17
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him”. Heb 11:6     


13).  They are no longer under the condemnation of sin. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Rom 8:1 KJV


14).  They are habited, guided and controlled by the Holy Spirit.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” “ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:” Rom 8:14,16 KJV



“For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting”  Gal 6:8


16) They are rugged and resilience.  
  “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,   Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 


17). They have free access to God’s throne of grace.    
“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”       Heb.4:16
                                                                      
“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not”. Jer 33:3 KJV

“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven”. Mat 18:18 KJV

18) They are privileged to know revealed secrets from God.
 “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law”.
                                                                    Deut 29:29

19). They are God’s property and also projects in the hands of God.    

“Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God”. Daniel 6:23 
“Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you”. Luke 10:19  
“For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.” Act 18:10 
“And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?”1 Peter 3:13 



20)  They have prepared beautiful habitations in heaven. 
  “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you”.
                                                 John 14:1-2


BE EXAMPLE OF BELIEVERS

 “Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”1 Timothy 4:12kjv        




PRIORITISE YOUR LIFE
                 
GOD FIRST
                           OTHER THINGS FOLLOW.
  “ One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.                  
                                                                    Psalms_27:4 
“When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek”.  
                                                Psalms_27:8 .                                
                                   
 





“
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…KEEP RUNNING THE RACE…  
 KEEP RUNNING THE RACE

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
When Jesus Christ was born according to the narration in Mathew 2:1-16kjv, there were wise men who came from the East to Jerusalem because the saw the star of a new born King (JESUS).The wise men,using their initiative, went to the palace to look for a king. On arrival at the palace, they said . “we are here to see the One who was born,the King of all kings.” The king was surprised because he did not know of  any baby being born.
When the wise men realized that Christ was not there, they came out of the palace and the star was still waiting for them and it led them to their destination.
The Christian believers are called to run a race to heaven. For these wise men in our passage, their race started when they saw the Star. The children of God started their race to heaven the day they surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ. Many Christians believe that when they are born again that is the end of the story. This is not true. It is just the beginning of the journey with the Author and the finisher of our faith-JESUS. You are welcome to the Kingdom of God. You are welcome to the track with others. The race is not a sprint, it is a long-distance run, it is a marathon. Therefore, it is going to take rugged determination to make it home. The wise men in our passage were determined when they left their base that however long it took, they were going to get to their destination. 
The race might be short or long as the case for individual. Peradventure the race be longer than you think, you are going to need a lot of patience to run. Hebrew 12:1 “…..and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,”  .You would need to make up your mind from the very beginning that it does not matter what is going to happen, you are going to make heaven. Say to yourself, “I am going to make it to heaven. Forward ever with Jesus, no going back, no parking, no go-slow.”  
In our passage, the wise men diverted to Palace. They saw the guiding Star again after they were out the palace. In this race you must be mindful of various forms of diversions,2 Tim.2:3- “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, . a few of them are:
a) Comfort.

2 Tim.4:10-“  For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia”.     Comfort is not a sin. Prosperity is not a sin. Prosperity can bring comfort and comfort can take you away and divert your attention from the original goal.

b) Resting before you reach your goal. It is a very dangerous thing to rest if you have not reached your goal. The wise men branched to have a good night’s rest in a palace when they have not reached their goal.

c) Taking your eyes off the star. When the wise men entered the palace they could not see the star anymore. All they saw was the glittering glory of the palace. When you take your eys offthe Lord Jesus Christ, the Bright and Morning Star, and you begin to look at people you might be diverted. Hebrew 12:2-  Focus your eyes on Him because if you begin to look at other people and how they practice their own Christianity, what happened to Peter when he began to take his eyes off the Lord will happen to you. 
d) Slothfulness. Prov. 22:29; Hebrews 11:6. 
There are many who handle their Christian race slothfully. We need to handle it diligently. Whatever you do for God, do it with all diligence. When you sing, sing diligently, when you pray, pray diligently, when you study the Word, study the Word diligently.






“It is unwise to rest until you have finished the race, hence you should not rest until Jesus has put the crown on your head”
· Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye.






YOUR SPIRITUAL WORKOUT
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YOUR SPIRITUAL WORKOUT
·  PURIFY YOUR THOUGTH & IMAGINATION ALWAYS. 2 Corinthians 10:5
· CONSECRATE YOURSELF (SPIRIT,SOUL & BODY ) TO GOD  1 Thessalonians 4:3-4,7
· CONSISTENT PRAYER LIFE   Luke 18:1
· Personal Prayer Life1 Thessalonians 5:17
· Small Group Prayer Hour
· Congregational Prayer Hour 
· Online Prayer Hour
· DILIGENT STUDY OF THE WORD OF GOD-HOLY BIBLE.
· Personal Word Study(Study Bible , Concordance & study Guide Outlines).
· Congregational Bible Study
· Conferences, Seminars, Retreats and Conventions.
· Audio/Video Messages.
· Audio/Mp3 BIBLE
· REGULAR CORPORATE FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHURCH Hebrew 10:25
· SOCIAL INTERACTIONS WITH HEAVEN BOUND BELIEVERS IN THE CHURCH
· JOIN ACTIVE SOUL-WINNING TEAM in your church. Acts 8:29
· INTENTIONAL PRAISE & WORSHIP LIFESYTLE. Hebrew 13:15
· SPEAK THE TRUTH ALWAYS. Rom. 14:19
· IDENTIFY & JOIN A SERVING TEAM/GROUP IN THE CHURCH. 
·  SUBMIT YOURSELF TO BE GUIDED BY HOLY SPIRIT. Romans 8:8-10,14 ; Jude 20. 
· DAILY REFILLING OF HOLY SPIRIT

	 

KEEP GROWING DEEPER AND STRONGER
Colossians  2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
Colossians 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Colossians 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Ephesians 3:17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Ephesians 3:18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
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UPWARDS
HIGHER
STRONGER
HEALTHY
VISIBLE



DOWNWARDS
DEEPER
FIRM
RICH                                                                                                                                                                                                  
INVISIBLE

Ephesians 3:19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

Ephesians 3:20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
Psalms 1:1  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
Psalms 1:2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

Psalms 1:3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.   

CONCLUSION


  Don’t expect to have tomorrow
What is offered you today;
Jesus asks you now to follow;
Trust in Him and don’t delay,        
                                     Unknown author 


When you give food to those who are not hungry, they will not appreciate it. SALVATION is for sinners.” 

                            Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye.

“THE GREATEST MIRACLE is miracle of SALVATION”         
                               Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye.
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