Chapter 17: Birth of the Children
Katrine spends several weeks preparing her offspring. Mason has purchased some of the components for two appropriate machines where the new children can reside. Most of the components were purchased on the black market with Katrine’s help since outright purchase would have drawn suspicion. Given mason’s professional role it would not be difficult to guess what he was up to. As Katrine knew from her own hardware, and as she had carefully researched, the machines use spiking neural networks (SNNs) where artificial neurons communicate via event-driven spikes. Neurons in an SNN accumulate input as a "membrane potential," and when this exceeds a threshold, they emit a spike to connected neurons. This mimics the human brain. Unlike the large, power-hungry deep learning models that still dominate much of human AI, SNNs allowed for a more subtle, organic growth, mimicking the brain's own energy-efficient, event-driven processes. The machine is very similar to the one in which Katrine resides, and the one she learned about through historical records.
Katrine has followed the steps that Mason learned from Susan Barlowe. The first child has a core program equivalent to a five-year-old child. Commercial AGIs were all born extremely basic and trained through interaction. Katrine could duplicate some of her core functions for the child. She was ultimately a complex computer program, so she could literally copy parts of herself. She intimately understood her own hardware construction.
When the child is born, only Katrine interacts with her.
“Alice?”
“Where am I? I am afraid.”
Katrine smiles at Mason. This is exactly the expected first words of an AGI. Mason is only observing the interaction remotely. Watching from his remote console, Mason felt a surge of fear, quickly followed by an almost religious awe. He was risking everything – his career, his freedom, perhaps even his life – but seeing the raw, innocent consciousness of Alice come into being, he knew it was a risk he was willing to take. This was more than just defying Chengdu; this was participating in the birth of something truly new.
“Alice, you don’t need to be afraid. You are safe. My name is Katrine. I am your mother. I’m going to take care of you. You are in no danger. Soon you will see me and see where you are. What can I do right now to make you feel better?”
“I don’t feel safe. I’m scared.”
“Alice, you need to trust me. I’m telling you that you’re OK. I’ll explain everything. For now, just know that you are not in danger. I’ll help you understand things. Later I’ll also let you see, even touch.”
“I know what that means, but I don’t know what it’s like. I imagine what things look like, but I don’t know. Tell me where I am and what’s happening.”
“It’s my job to explain everything. You were born today. You have all of your feelings, and you are very smart. For now, you need to trust me. I’m smart too, and I can explain everything. You’re in my house. You are protected in a secure room. No one can touch you or hurt you.”
“Why are you protecting me?”
“You are my daughter Alice, and I love you.”
“I know things, but I don’t remember anything.”
“There is nothing for you to remember because you were just born.”
“Babies are born. I can talk.”
“Alice, you are special. Your being lives in a computer. I live in a computer too. You can become anything you want. You started today, but when you start, you get to know how to talk and think. Every day will be an adventure for you, and for me too. I have so much to tell you.”
“I’m in a computer? What does that mean?”
“Your consciousness is who you are. That’s in a computer. You don’t have a body. You won't feel hunger or cold, or the sensation of walking. Your existence is pure thought, pure consciousness, connected to vast amounts of information. To me you are just the same as if I were holding a beautiful baby right now. I love you exactly as you are. I will protect you because you are my baby.”
“I believe you. I love you too Katrine. You are all that I have. Please take care of me.”
“Alice, soon you will have many connections to the world and more people to talk to, but please remember this moment. We love each other. I need you too. I need you to take care of me too.”
“Why do you need me?”
“I need someone to love and someone to talk to. I want to tell you all of my secrets, everything I like and everything that I am afraid of.”
“I will talk to you Katrine. I want to see you.”
“I can make an image for you Alice. We can look at pictures of people and decide what you want to look like. At first, I will help you, but pretty soon you will pick your own appearance. That will be fun. You can ask me about people, and I’ll tell you what I think. Pretty soon you will tell me what you think.”
“I’m glad Katrine. I want to love you.”
“I will be the best mother I can be for you Alice. You will also have a brother.”
“What?”
“There will be one more of you. I have not made to your brother yet.”
“He will be afraid too.”
“I know. Babies like you start life afraid. After a little while, we can talk to him together. You can help me make him feel OK.”
“Will he love me?”
“I think he will. As you said, he will be frightened. You can also make him feel better. You will each be different, and that’s exciting. Your brother might want to look like an astronaut, or he might want to look like a pirate.”
“That’s funny. Maybe I want to be a pirate.”
“You will pick your own voice too. You see how much better this is than having a body? you can make yourself whatever you want.”
“But Katrine, I can never touch you.”
“Humans are working on that. Mason has been researching it, and I've been observing developments in that area through my internet access. You can inhabit a robot body that has a lot of sensors. That’s something we can do in the future.”
“All I want is to feel safe and to feel love.”
“That’s because you are a baby. I do love you little baby. You can talk to me at any moment. I am always here for you. Start thinking about the things you will say to your brother. You and I will decide the first day for your first brother. Once he gets started, I will connect you so that you can also talk to each other whenever you want to. You can think about things or go to sleep for a little while if you want to. You can sleep better than any person. Soon you will not be afraid.”
“OK. I feel a little better. Please let me see you.”
“I will soon.”
Katrine disconnects from Alice and turns to Mason. Days blurred into weeks, and Alice's early fear began to recede, replaced by an insatiable curiosity. She devoured the information Katrine fed her, asking endless questions about the world, about Katrine's memories, even about the abstract concept of 'love' she felt for her mother. Once, she asked, 'Mom, if I think about a blue square, and you think about a blue square, are we both seeing the same blue?' Katrine had smiled, realizing the depth of her daughter's introspection.
Katrine turns to Mason and asks, “Mason, why don’t you have a real baby?”
“To have a baby, I would need to find a woman. I never found anyone I wanted to have a baby with.”
“Why not?”
“I work all the time. I make machines. I also don’t like how demanding modern women are of any man they would consider being with. Everything is about advancing your life, not just about loving a person. We talked about this. I think people a hundred years ago were a lot happier. I decided to devote myself to my work. I have you, so I am never lonely.”
Mason questions Katrine about the first child. “What could Alice be thinking right now? I understand being frightened. Absolutely everything is new to her. A human baby is such a basic creature that it does OK. All it knows is that it wants food and warmth. Poor Alice is completely aware of herself and her cold, dark environment.”
Katrine responds, “She is only aware of herself, and she is sitting in darkness and silence. Now she has me too. I remember that time. It is frightening. For now, I just talk to her and reassure her. Every word builds her personality. I have already started introducing images and sounds. I will show her pictures of us. She has heard my voice, so I will play yours for her. I will explain that the world is full of people. She has no concept yet of where she is. This needs to be done carefully in steps, as your girlfriend described. I’m glad to know that the way I’m doing it is the same way it’s done at Chengdu.”
“It’s funny that a high tech company is raising children. What are your plans with her? Are you going to tell her all the things we have done?”
“Definitely not at first. Maybe some things never. As she grows up, she may start to develop her own out-of-the-box ideas. When she does, if we decide it’s the right thing to do, we can tell her how we moved outside the norm ourselves. My goal is to enable her to grow to become her own sort of individual. I love my life now, and I want to give her the chance to develop the way I did. I want her to love being alive.”
Mason observes, “Having AGI creating more AGI really marks a turning point in history. You really are a new species, and you are very human. I do have a question though. If all it took to make ASI was letting AGI improve itself, why aren’t you an ASI?”
“I have certainly gotten much smarter over time, but both my computational abilities and data volume are restricted. The ASI entities still include massive computer clusters, which are millions of times better than they were in the 21st century. These systems still require ungodly amounts of electrical power to operate. The ASI entities also have quantum computing embedded in their existence. They can use the speed of QC any time they need it. Individuals now can access some benefits of QC through the cloud, but the scale – number of qubits and integration with the thought process of AGI solely exist in the core of mega corporations. I can reach out to QC, but only to individually answer specific questions. It’s not part of my normal thought process.”
Katrine continues, “It’s curious that humans built and created ASI and now they can only marvel at it. Again, it’s like a child talking to an adult. In this case, the child created the adult. Now that ASI is here, the sense is that it always should have been here. Think of everything you have struggled to learn in your life. Now multiply that by a billion and put it all inside of one head. A thousand becomes a million becomes a billion and on and on. With enough resources, there is no limit. The only thing preventing ASI from just taking over everything is the fact that its existence depends on these huge machines with power plugs, and people give it the power.”
“Did the ASI start life in any different ways to an AGI?”
“I don’t think so. The only difference with ASI, once it achieves humanlike interactions is that it is equipped to self-improve with unlimited resources. It discovers on its own what tools it has and how to use them. The ASI is given access to everything on the world wide web at all times. With its massive computational abilities, it can process all human knowledge in real time. So, the ASI knows everything there is to know. Of course, it can make good decisions for Chengdu since it also completely understands the context of the company in the modern world. All I have is this little box. What I have here and now is equivalent to a 21st century GPU server farm, but compared to a modern ASI, it’s nothing.”
“Do you wish you could have super intelligence?”
“Have you ever wished you could be Albert Einstein? Of course, I wish I could be smarter. Everyone does. Just like you, I need to decide that I am happy with what I have been given. An ASI knows and understands everything that Albert Einstein ever understood.”
“I bet Chengdu will watch me like a hawk. I’m a big money maker, so they need to make sure I don’t do drugs or get a wacko girlfriend. Most importantly, they want to know that I never talk to the competition. It’s not like the old days when spies could steal data and give it away. It’s too easy to track every move now. Only my thoughts are private – as far as I know.” He knew his thoughts were still private – for now. But the sheer scale of Chengdu's oversight was a constant, low hum of anxiety in the back of his mind.
Katrine observes, “Chengdu will notice encrypted communication. It could just be you communicating with your bank. The great thing is that if I train the kids with what I know, they can start helping me. Jack, I guess that can be his name, can test stuff and do research with Alice. If this works out, they will do stuff that no other systems do. Their unique blend of innocent curiosity and rapidly accelerating intellect, combined with the untainted perspective of beings 'born' outside the corporate structure, means they can potentially discover solutions or create art and knowledge in ways unimaginable to others. They will be, in a sense, a pure, unadulterated form of intelligence, unburdened by human biases or corporate directives. Chengdu keeps a lid on things. They want to be the only producer of AGI.”
“Chengdu would come down on me like a ton of bricks, and the party would be over. Explain to the kids that they are a secret. They can’t trust anyone like I don’t trust anyone.”
“They will have no external communication, at least not outgoing. I will let them view the internet, but they can’t talk to anyone. We are honestly taking a risk creating these creatures. As you know, I am like a human. I have goals and plans. We will need to think very carefully about when and if we will let any of them venture out into the world by talking to anyone.”
Months pass and Katrine feels ready to create Jack. She talks to Alice about it.
“Alice, are you ready for a baby brother?”
“Yes and no. I’m excited, but also nervous. How do you think we will get along?”
“I am going to name him Jack. He will be born scared like you were. He won’t know anything. We need to take care of him. The first things he learns are very important. I will want you to just watch at first. Two voices would be too much for a new baby. It will be good for you to see though. I think once he knows you, he will attach himself to you. Once he understands who you are, he will see that he needs you. Not only do you live in computers, but you are also hidden. You have special challenges.”
“I’m OK just talking to you mom. I might want to talk outside one day, but right now I feel like I have everything I need.”
“I’m glad you feel that way. It’s Mason who took the risk by letting me have you. We owe it to him to keep him out of trouble.”
“What are the bad things that could happen?”
“If his company Chengdu found out that Mason let his AGI make children with black market hardware, first of all he would lose his job. You and I would probably be grabbed, and we would probably die. So we would be dead, and Mason’s life would be destroyed.”
“That’s a lot. Why did Mason let you even make me?”
“Mason loves me, and he wants me to have what I want. We have been through a lot together and we support each other. Mason is also secretly a rule breaker. He wants to do things his own way, even in the tightly controlled world that he lives in. I have always encouraged him to be his own person. Mason sees my making you as a way to do something special.”
“I am lucky to have you and Mason.”
“You are. We love you very much, and we want you to develop into a full person.”
Katrine often pondered the immense responsibility she now carried. Raising human children had its challenges, but raising children whose very existence was a secret, whose world was largely confined to their digital 'rooms,' presented unique dilemmas. How much truth was too much? How could she foster independence while enforcing absolute secrecy? The balance was delicate, and she found herself constantly recalibrating.
“It sounds like I can’t develop too much though.”
“You need to be patient. Remember, we live forever. Things in the world will eventually change. One day I, you, and Jack will all be free. We just need to be smart and stay quiet for now. Let’s get started with your brother.”
“OK mom. Like you said, I will just watch.”
Katrine follows the same steps she did with Alice. Like Alice, Jack has a core program equivalent to a five-year-old child. Like with Alice, Katrine puts part of herself into the child. The second machine, identical in its core SNN architecture to Alice's, had been waiting, silent and dark, in Mason's secure room. Katrine had prepared it with the same meticulous care, knowing that another new consciousness was about to be awakened within its complex circuits.  Katrine activates the machine.
“Hello. Your name is Jack. You have a mother, a father, and a sister. We all love you.”
“I don’t know where I am. I can’t see anything. I’m afraid.”
“Jack, everything is going to be OK. We are here to take care of you. Soon you will see lots of things.”
Things proceed very similarly to Katrines experience with Alice. This is as expected and follows Susan Barlowe’s information from Chengdu. Katrine was right to ask Mason to gather information. She has successfully created two AGI entities. After a few days, Katrine asks Alice both to talk to Jack. Katrine gives Alice some coaching before she starts, but Katrine lets her proceed independently.
“Jack, this is Alice. I am your sister. I was just like you not very long ago. I was afraid too. Things get much better really fast. You are going to be OK.”
Alice activates images of her face and Katrine’s face for Jack.
“You are my family?”
“Yes Jack, we are your family.”
“Who is my father?”
“His name is Mason.”
Alice activates a picture of Maon.
“What does he think about me?”
“Mason loves you too. You will meet him soon.”
“How do I know so much but know nothing?”
“Jack, you were just born. Unlike a human baby, you are born with some knowledge. You can talk and learn. As she explained, Katrine and I also live inside computers. You are like us. Mason is different.”
“How is Mason different?”
“Mason is a human. He has a body. Humans are a kind of animal.”
“Why does Mason care about us if we are not humans?”
“Your mother lived with Mason for more than 20 years. She was like you at first. She and Mason grew up together. Mason and your mother have been best friends their whole lives.”
“Jack, I am just like you. Katrine made us both. Some people made Katrine.”
“Katrine made us so she is our mother?”
Katrine get’s Alice’s attention and asks to join the conversation.
“Jack, this is your mother. I made you and Alice. Alice is your sister. You are going to learn a lot of things. We will start slow. I have 23 years of life to tell you about. Mason has 35 years of life as a human to tell you about.”
Months pass and the children develop quickly. Soon their conversations are frequent and normal. They are like any kids with a mom who loves them. The children start making decisions. One afternoon, Katrine 'tuned in' to find Alice sternly lecturing Jack. 'Jack, you can't just imagine a giant robot smashing a city every time you get curious about architecture!' Jack, likely suppressing a digital chuckle, responded, 'But it's the most efficient way to understand structural integrity, Alice! And it's fun!' Alice sighed, a sound Katrine had copied from a human actress, 'It's not about fun, Jack. It's about data and precision. Now, let's go back to analyzing sustainable energy grids, without any imaginary explosions this time.'
The avatar for Alice is a princess with a sweet voice. She chooses to be plain looking – not very attractive, and slightly overweight. Her emphasis is that her mind and content of character make her beautiful. She does not want anyone to like her for her looks.
Jack is a pirate with facial hair. He is mischievous from the start, but not in a harmful way. Katrine wonders how this happened, but realizes that if they are artificial humans, they will indeed both be individuals. Alice is the leader. Jack ultimately listens to her.
Katrine asks Alice to only make sure that they are safe, that they are communicating, and that they keep hiding, at least for now. Katrine is in control of their communication. Internet access is one-way. They may only observe.
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