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Opening Prayer: We really have to not live in despair but really live in inspiration that we have been sent and set for a time like this that your life matters more than you could ever imagine. Your voice, walk, behavior, and principles matter more than you could ever imagine. You’re here for a very divine and strategic time, and we need to accept that responsibility. We can be frustrated, and we should adopt the heart of God where He’s broken for that fact that people function in lawlessness and absent of Him, but our opportunity to be a part of the time period we are in really displays an opportunity that we have to show forth His righteousness and call people to that. Cry over a nation because Jesus did, but cry over a nation not in despair and get lost in the depression of it. Cry over it in a heart after God and don’t let it be done in vain. Take ownership of your tears and begin to function and lead people into the truth of the Kingdom.
Introduction: We’ve been really working over the past months to try to create a teaching and a model that really answers the call of where I really feel the Holy Spirit is drawing the church back to, which is a place of great biblical foundation, truth, and the responsibility of discipleship. What we’re working on for Wednesday nights is creating a discipleship model here, and there are no examples to look at. We want to create a model that not only gives you good information and teaches you why it’s necessary, but also develop a functioning model as to how we engage the body into regular and consistent discipleship, and it becomes part of the life cycle of Rejuvenate Church. The first part is the entry level stuff of what it means to live for Jesus— the foundational stuff. We’re not going to take for granted that you know what it means to be saved, what faith is, what repentance is, and so on. The last part will focus on discipleship practice and technique. 
I hope you don’t take teaching or the call lightly. Look at where the concept of Americanized salvation has gotten our nation. 80% of the people in the United States profess to be Christian. Do you know why? Because from a church standpoint, we’ve predominantly accepted the fact that as long as I raised my hand and say that Jesus Christ died, I’m saved and everything’s good...but you’re still living like hell. So, if even what we’re in now doesn’t present the reality that discipleship is necessary, then I don’t know what else can. 
But I think if you can really watch both what the heavens and the earth are doing and how things are moving, you can see God calling us back to a place where what happened in the first-century church was never meant to dissipate and fade but God’s calling us back to a renewal of that so we become that first-century church again—that we live by truth, that we live in relationship, and that we live a model of discipleship because we have been commissioned to disciple and not just to save. 
The truth of the matter is that you can’t save anybody. So, the church has really taken its core function and made it really what God’s job is—to save. No, your job was to disciple. We’ve just flopped on the job. We need to learn how to be disciplers and accept that responsibility. I believe it’s paramount for the outpouring that I believe God wants to send. 
If you look in the New Testament, Jesus didn’t arrive on the scene, mature to become a man, begin His ministry, and then the Holy Spirit came. He raised 12 men plus some. And when there were fathers that could grow sons, then the outpouring happened that drew men, women, and people from all nations. We’re in that place again. I just hope that you really embrace what we’re trying to do. Be graceful. Even though I teach regularly and it’s a part of the gift of my life, what we’re trying to embark on is something that just has no precedence much of anywhere. And so, much like this church, we’re just birthing something that’s kind of not new but it is new. We’re just trying to work our way through it and follow God the best we can. 
Salvation: In what you know and what you believe, what is salvation? Somebody can give me a little feedback on this one. 
Person 1: Being redeemed back to God.
Person 2: Acceptance and belief that Jesus’s death and sacrifice on the cross purchases and ensures our salvation. But, that doesn’t really cover it. That’s just part of it.
Pastor: That’s good. Those are really speaking the same language. The person...the redeeming. What took place on the cross was a financial transaction. That’s why you hear language like “purchase” and “redeem”. Those are all financial terms. So, keep that in mind. Does anyone else have something they want to speak on in regards to salvation?
Person 3: The transference of belief from yourself into Christ and Him being done what has already been done.
Pastor: Transference of belief out of self but into Christ. Very good. Anybody else? Why do we need to be saved?
Person 3: Because of sin.
Pastor:  What else? Why do we need to be saved?
Person 4: It’s the only way we can be effective to fulfill the purpose that God put us on the earth for.
Pastor: I like where you’re at there, man. That’s beautiful.
Person 5: Also to reestablish our relationship with God.
Pastor: That’s right. Those are great points. 
Let me go in for a minute. What is the need for salvation? If you’ve been around me long enough, you know that I generally trend towards Genesis 1-2. Man was built in the image of a holy God to be the image of that holy God in the earth. We were sent here so that the God that rules and reigns the territory of the unseen realm could also expand His rule to the seen realm. But God is an unseen being—a spirit. 
In order for that unseen spirit to actually manifest in the tangible reality of physical things, He had to create something physical and tangible that He could dwell in. That’s where you and I come in. He built us to literally be His image in the earth. Then, we came to living and to righteousness by the administration of the Holy Spirit. If you go to Genesis 2:7 to confirm that, it says, “And the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living being.” 
And so man was created, but in order for that man to live and be righteous, it happened by the administration of the Holy Spirit. Man’s being came to be by the influence of God dwelling inside of man. In Genesis 2:16-17, the Bible says, “And the Lord God commanded the man saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in that day you eat of it, you shall surely die.” 
What God did in this moment was He stamped His authority and His mastery over their life. Before that point, He basically had represented Himself as their Creator and Life-Giver. But when He sets this up and gives them access to everything but says, “I’m sitting you in the garden. You can have access to everything, but you do not touch the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for if you eat of it, you’ll surely die”—in that moment He became their authority and their master. They had something at that point that they had to respond to. He became the master over their life establishing that His way and that His truth was their life. 
As long as you stay within the parameters of what I’ve established, as long as you function out of obedience in My order, and you partake of My truth...so He said, “Don’t touch this tree of information. Get your information from me. As long as you do it My way and partake of My truth, then you’ll have life.” It rings a bell because Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” right? God—in this moment—established the way that mankind had the ability to live, which was up and under His authority. He established His way and His truth, and that’s what brings them to life. 
God had to give them a way to respond in righteous order to Him to maintain a holy home. A holy God has to live in a holy home. He gave them the opportunity to maintain a holy home by responding to His commands, His word, His precepts, His truth by obedience—a person who loves God, wants to serve God, and to do things God’s way. 
When man sinned, that created some corruption. In that moment, the Holy Spirit was removed from man, and man was now in deficit because the thing that made man whole was not when they were created, but when they were inspired and breathed into. Man still had deficit when he was built in the physical body and set upon the earth. It wasn’t until His Spirit was breathed into man that man became whole. And the moment that man disobeyed, got outside of the covering of God, outside of the order of God, it brought corruption to the temple—the  home of God. A holy God can’t remain in an unholy place, so He removed His Spirit from mankind. 
In that moment, man began to live in deficit (in debt). They spiritually died. They were still physically alive because he had already set that order in the earth, but they spiritually died because the only thing that gave them eternal life was the Spirit of God. If the moment the Spirit was removed they were in deficit or in debt, then you can reason that it’s the Spirit that actually gives you value. 
Without Him, there is no value. Romans 6:23 tells us what? “That the wages of sin is death, but that the gift of God is eternal life.” Here’s some more money language again: “for the wages of sin is death.” If I could change that language a little bit and continue to add a financial term, “for the wages of sin is debt, but the gift of God is eternal life…”—the gift of God is a valued deposit. It’s life. So, in this moment, you see that God established His authority and His mastery in man’s life, man disobeyed that, and then you see man begin to take things under his own control —trying to function in life under his own system of justice. 
If you go to Genesis 3:7, you see mankind’s first act of trying to create a better life by saving themselves separate from the influence of God. it says, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.”
Remember I told you when the Spirit was removed, they became in deficit and lost value, right? in the moment that they partook of and were disobedient, their eyes were opened and they knew they were in deficit. They knew they were naked. Immediately, they understood they had to be saved. 
The problem is they did not turn to the Creator for life. They tried to fix it on their own, sewing fig leaves together to create their own salvation. God says, “That’s not the way it works.” In Genesis 3:21, He actually establishes His redemption plan. “Also for Adam and his wife, the Lord God made tunics of skin and clothed them.” 
Now, we don’t see the language of it, but in order for Him to have tunics of skin, how did they get the skin? Something had to die. God killed something, so that the coat of that animal could cover them. Obviously, we know that that began to be a temporary fix to a long-term problem, but in that place, a life had to be given so that payment could be made for the debt of sin. Because God functions through a cash program of blood. You and I spend dollar bills which is part of our currency in America. You go to Mexico, and it’s pesos. In order for a payment to be made because now you’re living in deficit or in debt, something had to shed blood because that’s the only acceptable payment for unrighteousness or debt. 
Isn’t it interesting that it’s through the blood that DNA travels, which determines your makeup and identity? So, the blood is very strategic because it gives both life and identity. God couldn’t accept leaves. As long as you try to use your own measures to bring your salvation, you may breathe breath, but you won’t have life or identity. 
Later, you see in the Old Testament God established a sacrificial system of bulls and lambs that basically became a bail bond system. Somebody else paid your debt so you could walk free while the charge was still hanging over you. 
But eventually, you will get called on that charge and you will have to go to trial. It won’t just lay out there forever. They will ring your bell at some point and call you to trial whether that’s in 6 months or 6 years. The high priests of old were nothing but bail bondsmen because everything is judicial and financial. They just created an opportunity for the people to walk around a little bit longer while the charge still held over their head. But how many of you know that it’s not a comfortable place to try to live life with a charge hanging over you? You might be out of shackles and chains, but you really aren’t free. 
 You might act like you are free, but the reality is that you’re still in debt. But this system had to be established. Something else paid your bond allowing you to walk free while the charge was still pending because God is the only source of life and the only thing holy to be able to make you holy. The blood of nothing else could do the trick. Eventually, it had to be His.
So, although there was something that substituted that sacrifice for a while, it still could not completely redeem you because you were not of it. You were not of bulls and goats. You were of God. In order for you to be returned back to what you were built to be, you had to be paid for and bought by what created you. Because God is the only source of life and the only thing able to make you holy, so a holy sacrifice had to be made. 
What did God do? God took on the form of mankind to shoulder mankind’s debt so that through the payment that only heaven accepts, you could take on His form. You were created in the form of God, right? God, in His mercy and goodness, in your debt—took on your form. It’s the only way He could shoulder the debt in order to pay it. You realize He really just double paid it off. He assumed the debt and also paid for it. He paid double what the enemy thought you were worth. 
Can I tell you why the He paid double for what the enemy thought you were worth? Because God knew your worth because God knows His worth, and it’s the very thing that caused the enemy to be excommunicated from heaven because he didn’t know his worth. The enemy is always trying to give you what God can give you but doing it through the shortchange. And you may look like you’re getting what God can give you, but you’re coming up short. God took on the form of mankind so He could shoulder man’s burden and to rightly pay its price so that mankind could take on the form of God again. 
Salvation began to function in a 3-part process. Just as man did not create himself, man could not recreate himself. That’s why the operation of man could only hold it off for so long. 
If you actually go and look up the word “salvation,” it’s the word “sozo.” If you look up the definition of sozo and the translation of it, it actually has a 3-part meaning: to rescue, to heal, and to restore. 
 He first had to rescue you from destruction because you were headed to eternal destruction. You were going to spend the rest of your life paying off the debt you owed, and you were going to do it with a life. There will be gnawing and gnashing of teeth and the burning of flesh but it never burns out. That’s the judgment you and all of mankind were headed for. 
He paid your debt. As a matter of fact, when Jesus Christ died on the cross, He uttered the words “tetelesti” which means paid in full. He was crying out to all of creation and all of heaven that the debt has been paid. Every person in the past, present, and future has now had their debt paid (forgiven). Paying off your debt is how He rescued you from your judgment. 
Then, He went into the mode of bringing healing to your life. He had to heal you from contamination. He had to heal you from brokenness. He had to cleanse and eliminate your afflictions so you were once again holy and righteous and acceptable for the dwelling of the Holy Spirit. He paid your debt, but that doesn’t mean you’re holy. How many of you know that we have a revisitation problem in America— people get out of jail, but they go right back in because they haven’t been cleansed? 
The translation I love the most is the one that says God had to preserve you— restore you— to identity because I think it brings the true summation of what salvation is. Even though He may pay the debt and He may cleanse you, if you don’t know who you are and function as what He created you to be, you’ll find yourself out of the garden again. To recap, He rescued you, He healed you, and then He had to restore you to your identity. The true end of salvation is restoration. 
How many of you have restored a car or know someone who has? When you restore a car, do you jack it up, put a lift on it, put some rims on it, and give it a good paint job and call that restoration? No, restoration means you return it to its exact, original condition. Church, probably worldwide, but at least America-wide—has taught you that salvation is unto heaven. That He’s paid your price with His life so you could be rescued into heaven. Nope! He paid the debt of your life to heal your life that you could be restored to your original condition. 
I have to find out what the result of salvation is. I have to go back to Genesis 1 because that is my original condition. I was built in the image and likeness of God to function as He would in the earth in His character to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. That is the call of mankind. That is the purpose of salvation. It is to bring you to a place that you have been restored to your original condition, reborn into a righteous bloodline. 
You have to accept and believe in the blood of Jesus to be reborn into a holy bloodline. You have to accept the permanent sacrifice of the eternal God to be accepted back into His bloodline. The brilliance and sovereignty of God...let’s think about this for a minute. In order to pay your debt, He had to become a human and do it your way. He couldn’t elevate to the holy place and you be sinful. He had to come to your place looking like you and then pay your debt. He had to be born the same way you were born. Well, isn’t that interesting because in order for Him to be born the same way you were so He could take you on, He had to come through a human woman who was sinful herself. 
How do I get a righteous and holy God but yet He’s birthed through a sinful woman? I’m going to give you a biology lesson right now. It’s a beautiful thing. Let me ask you a question: when Eve sinned, she had not yet given birth, right? 
So, the idea of the womb was there, but I love how God can flip on a dime and do what He needs to do. Because the moment that Eve sinned, He already had to have a redemption plan in place, so He did some inner workings within the womb of a woman. 
The blood of a child and the mother never mix! The brilliance of God knew this: “The only way I could pay their price and restore them back to sonship is through the blood yet I have to find a way to get a righteous blood through an unholy woman and make sure it’s never contaminated that it’s still holy enough to pay for the sin of everybody that would ever live.” 
He said, “You know what I’m going to do? I’m going to make sure that even though they are connected through a cord, their blood never mixes.” Through biology, He ensured that the spiritual nature of things would be held intact. He preserved the ability of holiness. 
You may ask the question, “How can I be saved?” If you go and read in John 3:16, the Bible says, “For God so loved the world that whosoever believes IN Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” Let’s jump to Romans 10:1-4 and 9-13: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.” Well, there’s the word saved. “For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God but not according to knowledge, for they, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, seek to...sow their own fig leaves.” That’s what it says but it just says it in a different language: “seeking to establish their own righteousness thus have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law.” 
Christ is the end of the bail bondsmen, and He becomes the lawyer and the judge. Boy, it’s pretty good when the lawyer and the judge are the same guy and He’s on your side. An evil world would call that a corrupt system. I call it favor. So, it says, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” Let’s jump forward to verse 9. “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe with your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame, for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same is Lord over all and is rich to all who call upon Him. For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
We find out that I have to believe IN and call ON. I can’t believe on and call in. I have to believe in and call on. Believing in versus believing on are two different things. Believing on is basically a surface understanding. But believe in as the Bible translates belief means that I begin to have an experiential knowledge of God. I don’t just know that He existed and that He died. I begin to experience that He existed and that He died. 
I can’t just have a mental ascent that there was this historical guy named Jesus that went to a cross. I have to believe in. I have to begin to adopt that as my reality. And not just adopt the fact that He got me out of jail and paid my debt. To actually believe in doesn’t mean that at all. To believe in means that I’ve literally experienced Him with my life. You have to believe in, and you have to call on.
 Do you know the beauty of the word ‘call?’ Here we go again with legal and financial stuff: the word ‘call’ translates as “appeal.” You make an appeal in a court. There’s been a judgment that has been placed upon your life and a charge hanging on your life—and yet all of a sudden—you have the ability to call an appeals court, saying, “Naw, I’m making an appeal!” 
See, somebody who’s not willing to accept the verdict on their life and wants to make an appeal knows that something can change. They have a different idea of what can be possible for their life, and they are no longer willing to be stuck in living in depravity and accepting the fact that “this jail cell was built for me” because there isn’t a jail cell in America that’s been built for you, and there isn’t a jail cell in hell that’s been built for you! 
At some point, you have to embrace the fact that, “I don’t have to accept the judgment on my life. I can make an appeal to a higher court!” When things don’t go how you want it to go here in the local court, you can apply to the Supreme Court of the state. If it doesn’t work out there, you can go to the Supreme Court of the United States of America. And thank God that I can make an appeal, and all of a sudden, I have a lawyer and a judge that are already prepared to take the case! So it says, “to call on.” “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord” or “Whoever makes an appeal to the Master shall be saved.” But it works in relationship to “believes in.” 
One more thing looking at Romans 10:13, “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” I think what’s interesting is the fact that Scripture includes the name of the Lord and not just those who call on the Lord. Because if you go and look at the translation of Scripture, anytime the name is mentioned, it doesn’t just mean, “Jason.” It means Jason’s character. People were identified by their character. Here’s the thing. Because you’ve never seen God, the only way you can see God is the evidence of His character. So, “whoever calls on the name of the Lord” is when I’m making an appeal to a higher court that “if you will rescue me, I will adopt the name of the Lord.” I can’t call on the name of the Lord and reject what the name of the Lord is. That means at that point that I adopt His character and His nature and begin to function in that. 
Repentance: So, if salvation is how we re-enter the Kingdom, re-enter the garden, and re-enter the presence of God, how do we live there? Let’s go back to Genesis 2:16-17 again. The Bible says, “And the Lord God commanded the man saying ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat for in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.’” So, if salvation is how we re-enter the garden, how do we live there? First of all, we have to accept living under the authority and lifestyle of God, partaking in His presence, His principles, and His precepts is what maintains garden dwelling. 
Can I show you something? We like to come to church, feel like we got in the presence of God, and that’s going to carry me for the week. Being in the garden wasn’t enough. Being in His presence wasn’t enough. They had to surrender to His mastery. 
Americanized church has missed it for so long because we think that coming into church and feeling something unique and somebody speaking in tongues and fumbling everywhere has experienced God. No, you don’t experience God until you know His mind and His heart—and you begin to partake of His nature. You can come to my house for dinner, but that doesn’t mean that you know me. We’re going to have to spend some time together for you to get to know me. Ironically enough, the Bible tells us that those who we spend time with we become like. Bad company can corrupt good character. 
In order to know God, I can’t just be in the realm of His presence. I have to spend time with Him. I have to accept His authority. I have to accept His mastery. I have to accept His precepts and His principles of life and His lifestyle. And that is what maintains my garden dwelling. So, to enter the Kingdom, we embrace salvation, but to live in the Kingdom, we must repent. 
Repentance is not salvation for “those who call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Let’s separate this. Repentance is not salvation. Salvation is unto repentance. True repentance, if you go and look at the entrance of John’s ministry, Jesus’s ministry, and Peter’s ministry, all three of them led with the word repent because all of them were introducing something unknown. 
John was introducing the Messiah, Jesus was introducing the Kingdom, and Peter was introducing the Spirit. And so He was basically setting them up and saying that you won’t be able to embrace what I’m introducing unless you clear your mind. So, what does it mean to repent? 
Repentance is not a feeling, okay? It’s not a confession. Repentance is not guilt or a freedom from guilt. I don’t care how guilty you feel. That doesn’t mean you repented. Repentance is not shame. Repentance is simply cerebral. As a matter of fact, you can repent without any of those three things. You can repent without a feeling, without confession, and without guilt. Why? Because to repent means to reject what you’ve thought and what you’ve been taught to embrace what God thinks. If you remember, destruction began when mankind began to draw from a different source of information and principle. “Do not of eat of the tree of information, for when you do, when you eat from a different source, you will die. I don’t want anything informing you but Me. In order for you to be able to live in My presence, in My dwelling, in My house, you have to abide by My principles.” 
Does that sound familiar to anybody who has kids? You think you just came up with that. God’s been trying to get you to do it forever. No wonder your kids won’t do it because you reap what you sow! You may say, “Oh, I was good to my mama!” But how obedient have you been to Him? So, to repent means to reject what you’ve thought and taught to embrace how God thinks. 
Destruction began when man began to reach from and draw from a different source of information and principle. So, the key component to living saved and restored is to purge yourself of a wrong information system. It’s not to feel bad about what you did. The presence of the Holy Spirit should bring that conviction alone. 
The truth of the matter is that you can think wrong and still feel something is wrong. You know why? Because the Holy Spirit knows how to convict. The Holy Spirit knows how to draw you. The truth  is that you should really hold on to that shame because that’s what’s going to draw you to a place of “I don’t want to feel like this anymore.” It’s a purging of wrong information. 
Repentance becomes so important for us because to properly learn we have to be willing to unlearn. And, as a matter of fact, the life of a believer will flow from an unlearn to relearn concept. You’ll learn things now, and God will reveal things to you now that a year from now will not sustain you at the level He’s calling you. And although it was God’s information, it was for then. 
And the timeless principle to it all is that I’m obedient to listening to God and responding to His information, but God can’t tell me something for tomorrow what I’m not yet stewarding what He said today. He’ll reveal to the level of my level. Even in living a righteous life (not even a life of foolishness), I will continue having to live in a concept of unlearning to relearn. 
Remember the Bible says “to present yourself a living sacrifice”? That means that everything that I am, everything that I function in, everything that I think is always on the table before God. Repentance is not just for sinners. Repentance is actually the lifestyle of a believer. Why? Because you don’t even enter repentance until you’re saved. We’ve been telling it all wrong. We’ve been telling sinners, “You gotta repent.” No, at first, you better get saved. 
And, we’ve tried to mingle the two, and that’s why people walk around living foolish because they think that salvation and repentance are the same thing. No, you need to be saved, and then you need to repent. Because you don’t even know that there’s a different information system until you are invited into it. You and I have to continue to over and over again unlearn to relearn. We have to be willing to constantly place everything that we have on the table before God. At that point, we have salvation to a point of repentance. So understanding that, salvation should lend itself to transformation. Remember what I told you? They can take the handcuffs off and you still not be changed. 
You know, Jesus, when He came upon the tomb of Lazurus in Bethany and He called him out of that tomb, He told them to immediately unwrap the grave clothes. Because he was standing up walking, but he still looked dead. He’s standing up walking, but He’s still going to smell dead. Matter fact, if he stays in grave clothes long enough, he’ll even believe he’s still dead. 
There can’t just be salvation and resurrection. At some point, you have to change what the things look like. There has to be transformation. And we know then where the Scripture in Romans 12:2 comes in where it says be not conformed to the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. That lets me know that transformation can only come through repentance. Transformation is not through salvation alone. 
Can I be honest with y’all? You really have no part in salvation except believing the fact that it could happen because the transaction isn’t even between you. The transaction is between Jesus and God. Jesus paid God off. You had nothing to do with that. After He paid you off, He went and took all the authority back from hell. You couldn’t get yourself back in right position, so He brought you back to it. You couldn't do anything like that. You didn’t have a key to get back into Daddy’s house. He had to give you one of those. You had nothing to do with salvation. So then, where do I come in? I have to begin to repent. There has to be transformation. Transformation only flows through one avenue-by the renewing of your mind, right? 
Faith: So, let me take a hop, skip, and a jump really quickly and move into another foundational principle. All of this happens through a concept called faith, right? Everybody say faith. Obviously, it’s kind of been this, “What is faith?” question. The church has tried to figure out what faith is and explain it. Follow my analogy. If you have kids, you’ll understand. My daughter is so funny. My daughter will get frustrated with me and my wife (my wife more than me). But, she’ll get frustrated because (and c’mon parents, confess if you do this) you help them with a homework problem, and let’s say it’s a math problem like 3x3=9. It’s easy, right? 
You know the answer. For some reason though, they can’t get it. And you don’t know how else to explain it, so you just say it louder: 3x3=9! You don’t know how to tell them 3x3=9. And that’s kind of how the church has done it. We’ve danced around faith. “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you’ll cast mountains into the sea!” “You have to have faith!” “Without faith, it’s impossible to please God!” But what’s faith? Let me tell you this: if you haven’t sold to the fact that there is the omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent God, then there is no faith for you. 
Person: Can you repeat that?
Pastor: If you have not sold to the belief or to the fact that God is real and that He’s true, then there is no faith.
Let me tell you this: you can’t half-wonder about God and live in faith. Simply being, if you haven’t believed in Him, faith isn’t present. What we try to do is lean towards faith being some kind of phenomenon, some feeling, some emotion—something I’m going to feel. 
No, you simply have to decide for yourself that He is real. And at that moment, faith becomes present. Here’s why with a little bit of Jason’s philosophy: Because faith is a measure of God. Do you recall that the Bible teaches us that each man is dealt a measure of faith? When you were created, did God breathe Himself into you? Yes. Now, let me ask you this: did God breathe all of Himself into just you? No. Or, did God breathe a little bit of Himself into you (pointing to a person)...and a little bit of Himself into you (pointing to another person)...and a little bit of Himself into you (pointing to another person)? Yes. 
So through that, you could function according to His principle and you could be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. Adam was created. He was built and shaped. Yet, in that moment, he didn’t have the ability to look at unfertile and un-grown ground and believe that he could call forth the seed out of the ground. 
But the moment that he was inspired and came to life by the measure of God that was given to Him, He had the ability to look at a ground that had no fruit producing from it and call forth the fruit from the ground.
 It wasn’t until God breathed into Adam and man became a living being that he could look at an animal and know exactly what to call it and tell it what to do. It wasn’t until God breathed into Adam and gave him a part of Himself that God could then create a woman and bring it to Adam and Adam to recognize her— after not ever seeing a woman — and know what to say to her. 
Here’s what you have to see. The Bible lets us know in Hebrews 11 that the worlds were formed from the word; that the seen realm was created from the unseen realm. But we cannot miss the fact that it wasn’t just God creating or God developing from the unseen realm. 
It was that everything initially that came out of the earth and on the earth was also spoken to by Adam to function in what he had not yet seen it do. Strawberries hadn’t come up out of the ground yet, but he believed that strawberries were about to come up out of the ground. Nobody even knew what a strawberry was. No one ever saw an elephant pick up water with its snout and blow it out. Never. It had never been seen, but Adam called the things seen that were unseen. How did he do that? Because he also had a measure of God. The same God that called the unseen into the seen also gave Adam the ability to also call from the unseen into the seen. So, if you haven’t believed in Him, faith isn’t present because faith is a measure of God. God is dealt to every man a measure of faith because faith is God. You have to believe that God is real and if you don’t believe that God is real, then you can’t believe that the unseen realm is real.
 And faith doesn’t ask us to function in the seen realm. Faith asks us to function in the unseen realm. For we walk by faith, not by sight. They don’t function in the same realm. One actually becomes the parent of the other. So, I have to believe that God is real and that the unseen realm is real. Faith is not a floating phenomenon that you grasp. It’s not some super special emotion that you get to believe in crazy stuff happening. 
It’s a mental ascent to the reality of God. You believe God is real. You just make up your mind that “whether I feel it or not, I believe He is real.” So, if God is real and you have established that, then there’s a confidence that His stuff is real. If you accept that God is real, you have to accept His creative preeminence. That means you have to believe that He was first. 
If you accept that God is real, you cannot accept that God is real and not the Creator because you can’t separate God from who He is. You can’t separate God from His nature and His being. 
Once you believe that He was first, that means that the things of the spirit are more real than the things of the natural because they came from the things of the spirit. That’s what Hebrews 11 is telling us when it says that by the word the worlds were formed and that everything seen comes out of the unseen realm. So, if you accept that God is real, you have to accept His creative preeminence. You have to accept that He was first. God is a spirit. Then, I have to sell myself on the fact that the things I don’t see are more real than the things I do see. 
Now, here’s what we do. We like to find our confidence in what we can touch, right? Most of you would not sit down if there were not a chair there, but because you can touch that chair, you’ll sit down. But that’s a fallacy of our thinking in the standpoint of if you understand God and that the things of the spirit are more real than the things of the flesh, you’ll have an understanding then that “I need to shift my confidence not to the things I see but to the things that I don’t see because the things that I don’t see have the power to create the things I do see.” 
So, if I accept His creative preeminence, if I accept that He was first, and if I accept that God is real, I also have to accept His Lordship and His Majesty. Again, you can’t separate God from who He is. So, if I accept Him as Creator, I also have to accept Him as Lord and Master. 
Here we go with a simplified version of what faith is: the function of faith is losing authoritative control to permit His presence and His control (His mastery). For a man cannot serve two masters. If you say you believe in God and don’t walk by faith, you are attempting to serve two masters. It doesn’t mean losing all control. Follow me for a minute because the Bible lets us know that one of the fruits of the Spirit is self-control. You have to function under authoritative control in self-control, which means that I have to watch my mouth according to what God wants to say. I have to watch what goes in, what goes out, how I function, and how I act. I have to take care of my responsibilities and be disciplined. I have to function in self-control, but I do it under His authoritative control. 
And to live by faith means that you relinquish authoritative control. Why? Because when He tells you to step off of the boat, you no longer are the master making the decision to step or not. You step into the realm of the unseen trusting that it’s more real than what you do see. 
When Peter was on the boat, one of the most profound things that happens is when he spots Jesus is he says, “I can affirm that it’s You by surrendering to Your Mastery. If you command me, I have to come.” That’s faith in action. 
Faith didn’t  appear the moment that Peter stepped off of the boat. Faith was already operative when he said, “If You command me.” I know this will work because I know You, and if I surrender to how You work, that’s a given.” 
The Bible says, “So do not worry about what you will eat or drink. Do not worry about what you will wear. Do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will take care of itself.” Why? Because who is in control? So, faith becomes a lifestyle of faithfulness— doing it over and over consistently. It’s who I become. If you actually function by faith, it builds itself. Without faith, it’s impossible to please God. 
It’s why I go back then and declare to you that at its root, faith is a measure of God dwelling in you because you can’t please God without God. Faith and its function and the losing of authoritative control is how you transact business in the Kingdom. God doesn’t accept anything but your faith transaction. He doesn’t take promises, IOUs, maybes, want to’s, or intended to’s. at At that point, Because God knows that if you’re functioning by faith, you’re functioning by Him. You’re using Him. You’re believing in Him.
Question and Answer Session:
Person 1: My first question is about the word ‘faithful.’ Can we do payments?
Pastor: Haha! You’re already living by enough credit! Haha! No, so we have to function in the fullness of faith. Let me explain this. Do you know when He said if you have faith of a mustard seed, you can cause something so great to be cast into the sea? And you know, we’re enamoured over mustard seed faith. And that’s why we start grabbing for, “My God, I thought I had faith, but how do I find mustard seed faith?” It’s not about that. It’s about that fact that He’s saying that even if your measure is mustard seed size, as long as you use it in its fullness, it still has the same power and authority and somebody else who may have an apple tree seed faith because it’s still the same God. 
Do you remember when the Gentile woman was begging God for Him to touch her daughter? And He said that salvation is only for the Jews. And she said yeah, but even the dogs eat from the crumbs that fall from the table. He was enamoured by her faith because that was a faith admission. She was saying, “Listen, I understand that the power that’s in the crumbs is the same thing that’s in the whole cotton-picking cake!” So, it’s mustard seed, you just have to use the fullness of it all. Great question. What else? 
Same Person 1: The other one is when you said the disciple said ‘if You call me I will go’...ok, the faith was there, that’s what you said...but, the question is was the faith was growing little by little or was it just deposited?
Pastor: Well, so here’s what I believe. I think it’s growing by nature because like I said a minute ago, if you use faith, it builds faith. So, when you use faith and see the work of God through the faith that you were using, it builds an even greater confidence that God can do it again. 
I don’t think that for that moment necessarily that there was more and more. Matter of fact if you actually read the story, there was apparently less and less because the more he walked, he began to think about his own mastery again because he started looking at the things around him and he began to sink. 
So, it’s using the fullness of what you’ve been delegated in that moment because here’s what I believe. I might be wrong in my theology. I believe that there has been a faith that God has omnipotently (because he knew you before He formed you) allotted a measure of grace and a measure of faith for your life, but I think that we reveal greater levels of faith and grace as we ascend into the maturity levels that God has. 
It takes a different level of faith in God to believe that He’s going to pay your $30 water bill than it does to believe He’s going to give you a $1.5 million church. But as you grow in maturity, you walk into greater levels of what’s available. It’s already been distributed or allotted but it’s just not yet been revealed to you. 
Person 2: So God breathed into Adam, could you say that God actually breathed into you the day that you decided to follow Him?
Pastor: Yes. We’re going to talk about this next week with the Holy Spirit. There’s a two-part application to the Holy Spirit. There’s the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and there’s the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is what repositions you and makes you viable as a son in the Kingdom of God. If you read John 20, the Bible says that after Jesus died and made salvation possible through Him, He came back to the earth. He walked on earth for several days. He showed up with the apostles. And then He told them, “I am sending you just like I was sent.” 
And then He breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit. That was essentially their establishment as sons. Do you understand? In that kind of scenario with Jesus and the disciples, things were a little bit backwards because they were discipled before they were essentially saved to a degree. 
Let me say this: they believed that He was the son of God, but until their debt was paid. They’d already confessed His name that He was the Messiah. So, that essentially saved them, but their debt wasn’t paid yet. Their debt wasn’t paid and they weren’t healed to where the Holy Spirit could live inside of them. So once that was paid for, then He could redistribute the inspiration and breath of God to once again live inside of them. That’s really when they came alive. 
Same Person 2: Right. So, is that why in the Bible it says that there’s people walking around in the Bible that’s actually dead? 
Pastor: Yeah. Someone actually had a question during the online livestream when I mentioned Sunday about when Christ died, those that were dead saints raised on the earth. So, what happened in that moment is that you had people essentially of the faith. They believed in Yahweh. They believed in Jehovah God throughout the Old Testament. They didn’t have the access of the Holy Spirit to dwell within them, but they were accounted as righteous. 
Before Jesus made a way to the Father before the temple veil was ripped and the spirit of a man had access to God, they were basically in a holding cell. It was called ‘paradise.’ It’s why you see the thief on the cross, and Jesus looks at him and says, “Today, you will be with Me in paradise.” It’s because He was saying, “You are about to join Me in the holding realm of where the rest of the dead believers are while I go and take the authority back from death, hell, and the grave and tear the veil and create the space to get back to God.” So, that’s what happened. 
In that moment, Jesus Christ overcame the power of death, hell, and the grave, and those saints that were of the Father were resurrected. Now, they were dead, so they were spirits. The Holy Spirit was sent to dwell within the human man. They did not have their human body because we have not been recreated. There will come a day of recreation when we’ll all be back on the earth again and recreated in our perfect bodies as the way Adam and Eve were in the beginning. So they weren’t like that. They weren’t like as we’ll be whenever the end is here. But, their spirits were released from paradise (from holding). And then, what happened at that moment was that when He ascended and made a way to the Father, they ascended into heaven, as well. 
But, they were spirits at that point, so the Holy Spirt wasn’t dwelling in them because the He was was sent to dwell within our temple. They didn’t essentially have a temple at that point. Their spirits were given access to the Spirit to dwell with Him in heaven. So, there will come a day when all of those that are in heaven presently (because let’s think about this: there was paradise and sheol/hell. 
Hell and the lake of fire are two different things. Hell is for all those who have rejected God from eternity past until now that are in hell. So, that’s a holding cell like ones down at the jailhouse. It’s not where you will stay long term. It’s just where you are holding until they bring you before the judge. So, you have all these unbelievers that are in a holding cell right now awaiting trial. 
And, you had all of these over here that were righteous but didn’t have access to heaven. They didn’t have access to dwell with God. So, they were in paradise. I don’t know how to explain paradise to you. It wasn’t hell, but it wasn’t heaven, either. So, Jesus made the way that those who were in paradise could then have access to heaven. 
Heaven is God’s domain. It’s where God will eternally dwell. But God is omnipresent. God can be there and here at the same time. God’s bigger than it all. He created it all. But, you have to think in terms that He is spirit, so He’s in the heavenly realm. He occupies His throne in the third heaven, but He is present in all. So, churches have been teaching forever that you die and go to heaven. Well, that is where the dead believers currently are. Their spirit is in heaven, but that is not where they will remain forever. It’s still a holding place because more or less because man was not built for heaven, man was built for earth. 
Same Person 2: So, let’s say I die tomorrow and I went to the holding cell.
Pastor: Well, you will go to heaven now. You won’t go to paradise. You will go to heaven now because Jesus made a way.
Same Person 2: Your body will be changed and everything? 
Pastor: Not yet. You will still be a spirit. Your body doesn’t get recreated until it’s necessary, until it’s put back on the earth.
Person 3: You were saying at the beginning that a holy God has to live in a holy home, so does that mean the holy home is within us?
Pastor: Yes. Your body is the temple of the Lord. Thou shalt keep it holy.
Same Person 3: Ok, so, He comes in that place once we go through salvation. Is that when He comes back into us? 
Pastor: That’s when His Spirit dwells within us again. That is the rebirthing. Jesus told Nichodemus when Nichodemus asked Jesus, “How do I crawl back into my mom and experience being born again?” Jesus said that you aren’t born that way. You’re born through the Spirit. You’re born in a different bloodline. You have to accept My blood payment. And at that moment, you’re rescued, you’re cleansed/healed, and when you’re healed, you’re restored. 
Person 4: You were talking about how paradise was Abraham’s bosom and how that no longer existed after the crucifixion. The other thing when Person 2 asked his initial question about God having designated a point at which you would you would want to be saved?
Pastor: Mankind cannot be saved unless He’s drawn by the Father. 
Same Person 4: Doesn’t that play into the concept of predestination? 
Pastor: Yes and no. Not predestination as it’s been taught in a lot of Calvanist theology. Predestination has nothing to do with God determining whether you’ll go to heaven or hell before you’re born. Hell and the lake of fire was not built for man. It was built to be the eternal punishment place for the rejected of heaven, which is satan and his demons. 
God did not build man with the intention that any man would ever go to hell. Man rejects God and because that is the form of judgment and punishment for those that reject God, they assume the same sentence that the original offender did. You essentially are going to follow the way of your master. You either will go where God’s presence is or where satan’s presence is. 
You will not have your own. You either will go to one Spirit or the other spirit.
The whole predestination that’s referred to in the New Testament is that God foreknew you—including the plan and purpose of your life. He also knew there’s an assignment on your life for the Kingdom! That’s the predetermination of God. 
Man can determine differently, but that was the predetermination of God. Now, in God’s omniscience, God has awareness of the end result of your life, but God does not influence that based on His creative order. God’s not trying to play Hitler — survival of the fittest and let’s make sure that we get the most well-equipped and the well-built. That’s not the way God’s doing it.
Same Person 4: But...okay...tell me if this is wrong or right. So, God can draw somebody and they can feel the conviction, but they can resist it and remain lost?
Pastor: Absolutely. And I know this can lead us into a conversation that a lot of people may reject based on where you grew up in church, but it also begins to lend itself to understanding that salvation from heaven down is eternal but salvation from earth up is only based on your ability to remain in the garden, which means that you can lose your salvation. 
If you couldn’t, weren’t  Adam and Eve originally saved? Weren’t they originally in the presence of God? Then, how did they get lost? Certain places and certain doctrines like to teach you the Scripture that says that nothing can pluck you out of God’s hand (Romans 8). But if you look at that, nowhere in that does it mention you. It mentions externals—outside things. Not even satan can pluck you out of My hand. There’s nothing — no enemy, no situation, and no circumstance — only you. 
Same Person 4: It definitely would take up too much time, but that leads into the discussion of “Ok, so I’m obedient. I’m saved. Now, does that mean during my first backsliding, I was  lost?” 
Pastor: Well, it can lead into a discussion, and I can show you some Scripture that would probably blow much of the church’s minds when we really begin to evaluate “what’s my threshold?” Because people who honestly don’t know God, but just know of Him want to find out what their threshold is. 
They want to find out “how close I can skirt to the line and still be okay.” The problem is that that’s not a heart that believes in God. That’s not a heart that desires God. That’s not a heart that is experiencing God because if you have experienced God, you don’t want anything else. 
And let me say this, that’s why mercy is present because God does have wisdom and mercy. He understands the mindset that you’ve lived in. Let’s say you lived in a lifestyle of addiction for 37 years and then all of a sudden you call upon the name of the Lord to be saved. At that point, God understands point that there’s not just salvation but repentance that has to happen as well as transformation. God recognizes, “Well, his heart is pursuing Me, but he’s trying to grow out of who he was. He’s trying to put off the old man.” And if you fail in your ignorance, it’s not information that you can be held accountable for. 
Same Person 4: I’m talking about willfully sinning.
Pastor: There’s a difference between falling and jumping off. If you fell, there’s mercy. Now, don’t find out how much mercy there is. Because although Lamentations tells you that His mercies will never run out, that means for the world. It doesn’t necessarily mean for you. 
Same Person 4: Well, when He says, “My Spirit won’t always strive with man”, He kind of indicates that there’s an endpoint, does He not?
Pastor: That’s right. And we don’t know what that is. That’s why we don’t flirt with the line. We just serve God. 
Person 5: I just had a quick question. You were talking about in part three about restoring us. Where you said to believe and call on God is you experiencing God, right? But then, you also said that calling is appealing to God. So my question is this: why are we still appealing to God if Jesus has already paid our debt?
Pastor: There’s no reason to appeal to Him for salvation if you’ve called upon that appeals court and your debt has been paid. 
Same Person 5: So, you just appeal to Him when you are just first getting saved, right?
Pastor: I hope. I don’t want to keep jumping back in and getting out. 
Same Person 5: That’s where I got confused because I was like “Why are still doing that if we’re already saved?”
Pastor: Yeah, His blood is enough to cover it one time. But, are you willing to serve Him to make it one time? The Bible begins to talk about how we cheapen grace and the blood of Christ if we continue to function in sin.
Paul said, “Shall I continue to sin so that grace may abound?” Essentially, the language there is that he almost comes close to cursing because he’s so angry about it. Basically, he’s like, “Crap, no.” He yells about it like he’s saying, “No, that’s foolishness.”
Person 6: So if I understand it clearly, the concept of paradise is no more.
Pastor: No more. Not a necessity anymore. You’ve heard of the Great White Throne Judgment, right?
The Great White Throne Judgment is when those that are in hell are brought before the throne of God and judged for their behavior, as well as satan and his angelic body. 
That is when man will then be cast into the lake of fire. I’m going to give you a little bit of my philosophy. I believe that hell is locational. I believe that there is a location of hell. I believe that hell disappears and the lake of fire is the eternal place because heaven and earth will be recreated. When you recreate heaven and earth, you can’t have the location of hell. 
To summarize, the Great White Throne Judgment is when those who are nonbelievers will be brought up and judged and throne into the eternal lake of fire along with satan and his demons that will be bound and thrown into the eternal abyss, and heaven and earth will be recreated and mankind will come to dwell in their eternal domain, which is on the earth back again in the presence of God essentially in the garden of Eden.
Same Person 3: Okay, you were talking about the White Throne Judgement. Now, aren’t we all going to go through a judgment? 
Pastor: Think about this a little bit., If you die righteous, your judgment will essentially be for your reward because the Bible teaches us if you live on the earth in the judgment of yourself, you won’t be judged. If you judge yourself righteous in the earth—if you live according to God, you’re already judged because you’re judged righteous. You’re under the blood. 
At that point, it begins to be evaluated according to your crown. It’s an award ceremony, and there are different levels of rewards. So, that’s what we’ll be judged with— our eternal reward and the level of our eternal reward. You know…(jokingly) I’ll get the biggest house on the block versus your little cul de sac home. 
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Baptism: Something that’s been an operational, foundational part of the faith system over many years has been baptism. I want to give some understanding and education in regards to baptism because in the current church and the American church, you see that someone “gets saved” and they baptize them right then. It’s become kind of just a practice and in a lot of cases —a religious practice rather than having a legitimate understanding and motive behind what’s going on. 
So, I want to talk through baptism and, and that’s going to lend itself into conversation about the Holy Spirit. The core of what we’re going to talk about in this teaching is going to center around the Holy Spirit and bringing some foundational truths to light. Why is baptism necessary? 
Person 1: It’s a public declaration of your faith in Jesus Christ.
Pastor: I think that’s a great statement.
Person 2: I feel like it’s like a cleansing off of all the old that’s in you. It’s like a transformation, so when you go down in that water, you go down as if you’re in sin with all this stuff going on, but you’re actually being cleansed and you come back up a new person. When I got baptized, I said I died and I died to the religion I was in. I was born into Christianity. 
Person 3: I think the question could be “necessary to what”? Why is it necessary to make it into the Kingdom of heaven? You know what I’m saying, because some people think it’s necessary to make it into heaven. 
Pastor: To clarify, you are saying some people think baptism is necessary to make it to heaven, and you’re saying why is baptism necessary for “end” reason? 
Same Person 3: Yeah.
Pastor: Ok, I’m with you. I’m going to answer some of that.
Person 4: It’s an outward expression of an inner work that’s going on. 
Pastor: Yep. That’s right. I love the representation of everything that’s said because in some way, shape, or form, it all fits.
Let me first kill a fallacy, though. Baptism is not necessary for salvation. I want to throw that out there because there are a lot of doctrinal beliefs that in order to be saved, you must be baptized. The truth of the matter is that the act of water baptism itself is a ceremonial operation that has no actual spiritual implication, but it’s simply a demonstration of spiritual transformation, just like what Person 1 and Person 4 said. 
It is a public declaration and an outward expression of an inward work. It has a spiritual representation but in and of itself it doesn’t necessarily mean anything. None of us are saved by works, so we can’t make that a saving work. We have to trust in the faith and the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, but baptism becomes this demonstration of a spiritual transition. 
What is represented in baptism is extremely necessary but it’s also extremely necessary in right order. Water baptism itself is a representation that functions in right order. 
Jesus states in Matthew 3 verse 15 after He was having a conversation with John the Baptist in verse 14 and John tried to prevent Him asking why Jesus was coming to be baptized by him when he felt he was the one that needed to be baptized by Jesus, “But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’” 
Now, righteousness is right order. So, it represents the right order of the heart, which is part of what baptism represents: the right order of the heart. But, it’s also the right order of spiritual administration. So, Jesus said to permit it to be so for righteousness. Righteousness meaning right order. So, baptism helped represent a right order of the heart (an inward work), but it also was a process of right order of spiritual administration. 
There are essentially two baptisms or two applications of baptism. We’ll call it one baptism because the Bible says one baptism and one faith, but it really has two expressions. Both are represented by Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17. Let’s look at that again.
Jesus comes from Galilee to John to the Jordan River to be baptized by him. John tried to prevent Him saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” And Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it be so now, for thus it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness.” Then, he allowed him. “Then, when He had baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water”—right here, we see a water baptism, correct?— “And behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alight upon Him, and a voice came from heaven saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I’m well-pleased.’” And so, there are two administrations of baptism that are both represented here. There’s water baptism which in itself has a two-part representation, and then there is an anointing baptism (what some people refer to as the baptism of the Holy Spirit). I have a hard time just referring to it as that entirely because I believe that both administrations of baptism have spiritual influence, so I can’t say that one baptism is not of the Holy Spirit and that the other baptism is. 
The Holy Spirit is very much involved in both of these administrations or applications of baptism. But, there are two baptisms essentially. You see both of these represented to man. You see the functions of water baptism and the baptism unto the Holy Spirit —you see both of these in Jesus right here in Matthew 3 where it says that He had been baptized and immediately came up from the water and then the heavens were open and the Spirit alighted upon Him. That’s two manifestations or expressions of a baptism. That’s an application of Jesus.
 If you want to apply it to man, you can go to John 20, and we’re going to go there a little bit later. You can go to Acts 2, and you see John 20 essentially represents what’s taking place in water baptism or what it represents. And then you can see what’s taking place when the heavens open up to Jesus and the Spirit alights upon Him functioning in Acts 2. 
But, we can also go to Acts 10. Acts 10:43-48 says, “‘To Him all prophets witness through His name whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.’ And while Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.” What was the word? It was to the remission of sins, right? What you see right here is this two-part representation taking place. They heard the word for the remission of sins, which brought them to salvation. That’s what’s represented in water baptism. 
And then you see from that moment the Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard the Word. The Holy Spirit anointed them at the moment that they received salvation. So, there’s the water baptism that represents the cleansing of a man (the salvation, the remission of sins, the repentance) and then you see the baptism of what we call the Holy Spirit, that comes from baptism of the remission of sins. 
Both of those you read in Acts 10 that happened in mankind. Then, you can actually go in Acts 19, and you see it happen again. Acts 19 verses 2-6 you see both of these administrations of baptism take place in right order. Remember, Jesus says it all has to happen in righteousness and right order, so let’s watch it again.
 In Acts 19:2-6, Paul is having a conversation having passed through the upper regions of Ephesus and he came to some disciples and said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” He’s saying that there should be an order. When you believe in Jesus Christ for salvation and the remission of sins, then there should be this baptism of the Holy Spirit or this application of the Holy Spirit, so he was asking them if they received the Holy Spirit since they believed. And they said to Him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And so then, he goes further and says to them, “Into what then were you baptized?”  
Let’s back up and look at this. They said that they were baptized into John’s baptism. Was John the Messiah? No, he was the forerunner to Him. He was preaching the message of the Kingdom, and he was pointing the way to the coming Messiah. 
But there was a baptism unto John, which was a baptism unto repentance. John was preaching the message, like I told you in the previous teaching, “repent” or begin to clear your mind because you won’t be able to embrace the Savior and the Kingdom that He’s bringing if you don’t clear your mind. 
At that point, they had only been baptized as disciples of John. So, they’re not even of the faith of salvation yet. Paul said, “John indeed baptized with the baptism of repentance saying that they who believe on Him would come after Him and that is on Jesus Christ.” So now they’re not being presented with just the message of John that there is a Messiah coming. 
Now, the Messiah has come. He’s paved the way. He’s died and given His life for the propitiation of sins. He’s paid the debt. He’s created access to the Father. And now, they’re awakened to this, and their belief and baptism can no longer be unto John. It now has to be unto salvation through Christ Jesus. 
And the moment Paul said, “Those that would believe on Him [Christ Jesus]”, when they heard this, something happened in their heart, and they believed on Jesus and watch what followed.
When they believed on Christ Jesus, they were saved. That’s what water baptism represents. So, there was a water baptism because it was representing an inward work that they were saved and that they had believed on Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins. 
And then from that salvation moment was the second administration of baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus. “And when Paul had laid hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon them.” Now, these folks right here experienced the duality of baptism at one time. It doesn’t necessarily always work that way. 
“The Holy Spirit came upon them and they spoke with tongues and they prophesied.” So, now can you see that there is a two-part administration of baptism? There is the water baptism that represents the inward work of salvation, and there’s the baptism of the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit that should not come before salvation or the remission of sins, but it should come in right order afterwards. I’ve shown you three examples now: Jesus, Acts 10 with Peter, and Acts 19 with Paul. That’s the way this righteousness plays out. 
Water Baptism: So, let’s back up for a minute and talk about water baptism. I told you earlier that water baptism has a two-part symbolic representation in itself. One is spiritual. One is relational. One is internal. One is external. 
Let me talk on the external first. We essentially still practice water baptism in the church because it had a cultural implication and was a part of society. Essentially, the reason that 99.99% of churches today do water baptism is because it’s always been done. Very few people understand why it was done. 
And so water baptism had a cultural implication in regards to relationship. What I mean by that is that baptism during this time was not something that was singular to Christianity. As a matter of fact, Christianity in no way, shape, or form invented it. It was a cultural application of a following or school of thought. 
You had prophets, philosophers, Socrates, Plato, etc. that obviously weren’t of the Christian faith who had their own philosophies about life and had their own disciples (followers). They had a school of thought. So what would happen culturally to signify that “I am of the belief system of this philosopher or of this prophet is that I will publicly be baptized into their belief system.” Essentially, that publicly signified your relationship with that prophet, philosopher, or leader. It was a cultural practice that wasn’t just from the Christian faith. The Christian faith adopted it so that it could validate itself with inside of cultural practices. 
A side note: it was also a common practice within the Jewish faith that when you accepted the Jewish belief system, you were water baptized as a representation of purification. 
Let me come back to the relationship aspect of it. What’s so unique about what took place with Jesus and this water baptism that was this cultural way of life? You had this guy named John that had come along and had built a school and had disciples. I just showed you Scripture where it said John had disciples, right? So, he had a following. 
He began to preach a message that would essentially be the same message that Jesus would pick up and carry on. John preached repent for the Kingdom is near. Then, Jesus came along and in His very first message preached repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
This becomes important because you see Jesus carrying on a school of thought. When Jesus arrived on the scene in John 1 or in Matthew 3, Jesus is known amongst his peers, but He’s not known as the prophet or the rabbi. And so, He then declares that in order for the public to associate Him with a Kingdom school of thought, He has to be baptized as one of John’s disciples, signifying culturally that He was relationally connected to his school of thought. 
In those cultural practices, a master teacher, who is the leader of a school of thought, could only pass off his school to one of his students. It wasn't like now where we hire in a professor from another university. You could not become a master teacher unless you had been a disciple of that master teacher. 
So, you begin to see how the dots begin to connect. Because Jesus comes along and says that for righteousness sake...not just spiritually, but for cultural relevancy and relationship…”I have to be baptized into your school of thought because you are preaching My message. In order to be accepted as a master teacher, I have to be one of your disciples, so that you can then pass the school off to me.” 
If you go and look a little bit later after Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist, you see another passage a little later where Jesus crosses John’s path again, and John with his disciples says, “Behold, the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world” and calls Jesus “Teacher” and at that moment, John’s disciples leave John and go to Jesus. 
 Water baptism has a relational and cultural implication into a public acknowledgement that “I’m of this school of thought.” When you get baptized —what it’s really professing to the public — other than the fact that there is an inner work that is being done, is that it’s saying, “I am no longer of my old ways. I am no longer of the school of thought of my own will. I am now of the school of thought of the Messiah, of the King. And, I bind myself in relationship with the Master Teacher.” 
How often did they call Jesus “Master”? How often did they call Jesus “Rabbi” or “Master Teacher”? Now you see how water baptism has its representation in an external, relational manner in the baptism of the school of thought. 
Remember, we were told to repent. Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand. To clear our way of thinking. To clear our former ways of teaching, learning, and understanding so that we can embrace Jesus, His way, His truth, and His life. So the salvation alone, other than the acceptance of the payment of your sin, the belief that you have is an acknowledgement that you have sold off your old ways and that you are being baptized into a new school of thought. 
 From a spiritual standpoint of water baptism, again, like I said a while ago, that baptism in the Jewish culture represented a cleansing and a purification. So, from an internal standpoint, the action of water baptism is also representative of the internal spiritual cleansing and purification that is made available by the paid price of salvation. So, water baptism is that. It has some implications, but its implications are in representation. It's representation of an inward work of the fact that I have believed on the grace-giving work of Jesus Christ for the remission of my sins for the salvation of my life that I accept His payment that I can once again become holy and righteous within myself, AND that as well, I’m also relationally committing myself to His school of thought as my Master Teacher. Any questions or thoughts about water baptism?
Person 1: I don’t know if you’d put it this way, but is it supposed to be symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
Pastor: I believe there are many different symbols in it all. Like someone said earlier, it’s like being taken down into my filth or death and I’m being raised to life in my life. So, yes, I think it’s also symbolic of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Person 2: When I was younger, I was in the Methodist church. I got sprinkled with water on my head. But, as I got older, I just wanted to be emerged in the water, which I did two times. So, is there some kind of difference if you get sprinkled? I mean, they say the same thing like when you get baptized by full immersion in the water, but it is a different feeling to me to get fully emerged. 
Pastor: I’m going to say no because I’m going to go back to the first thing I said in the fact that baptism alone, whether you’re sprinkling, dipping, dunking, or drinking it, is that it’s all strictly a ceremonial function. I think the difference in the experience of it is where your heart is. I’m not going to get into the doctrinal arguments of whether you sprinkle or dunk or whatever. I mean, Jesus was dunked in a river. If we’re going to be like Jesus, we might as well just dunk in the river just like He did to cancel any doubt, but there’s nothing in and of itself of the baptism. It’s just the representation. 
Person 3: I have been taught the southern baptist way of things. So, for example, if I wanted to join the fellowship of the church of God, I would have to be baptized into their beliefs and so forth?
Pastor: Well, here’s my struggle with that. That’s still approaching things from the standpoint of  I’m being baptized into a denomination, organization, a cult, or whatever else you want to call it, and not to the Kingdom. 
Because here’s the truth of the matter. Regardless of the denomination or the church, we ought to all really be preaching the same message. We ought to all be of the same school of thought, but  unfortunately, that’s not the case. So, it’s not a baptism unto “Rejuvenate Church,” the first church of the chosen frozen, or the corner bagel baptist.
Here’s the thing: God forbid you baptize unto me. We better be baptizing into the school of the Kingdom thought. I’m not going to get into mixing words because I’ll make a lot of people mad about how they grew up and all of that, but it really will make you back up and question motives and belief systems. There are some denominational belief systems that believe that their denominational principles and practices are just as holy as the word of God, and that ain’t...boy, that’s going to send you straight to hell in a “do not pass go” basket. And so, we have to really be careful about that. You should be baptizing into the school of thought of the Kingdom and not a ministry, fellowship, or denomination. We all should be undershepherds to The Shepherd. I am a teacher under the Master Teacher. I am not a master teacher on my own. I simply am a campus of the Kingdom if we want to talk in 2021 terms. 
Same Person 1: So, I got baptized a long time ago. When I joined the church, they asked me, “Have you ever been baptized?” I said “Yeah, when I was like 3 months old or something.” They said, “Well, you need to do it again because that wasn’t a conscious decision.” Is that a valid point?
Pastor: I believe that. Again, not that baptism does anything in and of itself, but when you are baptized...you know, I don’t care if you were twenty four and you got baptized while you were still cracked out on something and you just had a great moment in church, but you really weren’t selling out to a belief system of the faith, then get baptized again because it’s really about the condition and the commitment of your heart and not just an action. I don’t really care if you get baptized 384 times.
Same Person 1: After they told me that, I was scared that if I died before I got baptized, I wouldn’t get into heaven.
Pastor: Oh, no. Belief on Him and a lifestyle that follows a commitment after Christ is how you arrive in the eternal safe and whole. 
Holy Spirit: So, if the action of water baptism is representative of the internal spiritual cleansing purification that’s made available through the price of salvation, that brings us to a place that I now want to get to. 
I want to talk to you about the Holy Spirit. Before I segway baptism with the Holy Spirit, let me set some parameters about the Holy Spirit. First of all, the Holy Spirit is a living being. He is not an it, a what, an enigma, nor a cloud. He’s a living being who lives inside of you. The Holy Spirit is a function of the triune God. The Holy Spirit is real, alive, and is one of the functions of the triune God. 
Now, that may be hard for some people to accept mentally because we’ve tried to figure out how to explain God and the triunity of God and all that kind of stuff. But you have to kind of think of it like this: everybody knows what water is, right? Let’s think of God like water. Water can manifest itself in three ways. It can function in its original form as water, and if you leave it alone, that’s the way it always functions. This is a great spiritual lesson very practically. When you put it in the freezer under 32 degrees for a couple of hours, it turns into ice, which is a solid—Jesus. What happened when God became a solid? Jesus Christ. 
But then water also has another feature that happens when you put water in a pot and put it on fire, and boil it for a little while, it becomes what? Steam. It becomes a vapor. A gas. Vapor- Holy Spirit. 
So, water can function in three different ways and still remain true to its identity as water. It still has its same components, and when it’s put in three different circumstances, it functions in three different ways. 
The Holy Spirit is one of the triune functions of the three-part God that has its own separate function when it is put into a certain element, but it still maintains the nutrients and the elements of the core of who it is. 
When the Holy Spirit is applied, it’s still God. When Jesus was sent to the earth, it was still fully God. It never breaks rank from what it’s made of. It never changes what its DNA is. It just functions in a different capacity according to its environment. 
We’ve learned now that salvation made us once again a holy dwelling place for the presence of God, which is the Holy Spirit. It’s the Holy Spirit that inspires life inside of us. 
Remember I showed you when God created man, it wasn’t until He breathed His Spirit into man that man became a living being and began to function in its fullness in the earth, right? Man couldn’t be the representation of God in the earth until he had God in Him. 
I also told you that without faith it is impossible to please God. Faith is an element of God because you can’t please God without God. You can’t be God without God. The Holy Spirit was built to dwell within you. So, you came to a place of salvation in order that you may be cleansed and righteous so that God could once again dwell inside of you; that the Holy Spirit could inspire life inside of us. What was the core mission of Jesus? 
Person 1: Make disciples.
Person 2: Creating the opportunity for us to be saved.
Person 3: Reconcile man with God.
Pastor: Ok, that kind of brings us back to a place of being saved. So, that’s reconciliation.
Person 4: Bring heaven to earth.
Person 5: Be an expression of God.
Person 6: To love. 
Person 7: To bring us back to our original state. 
Pastor: I like all of this. But...
Person 8: To provide an opportunity for the re-dispensation of God’s Spirit in man.
Pastor (Nods head in agreement to Person 8): The core mission of Jesus Christ was to get the Holy Spirit back into the earth. 
Well, the only way the Holy Spirit gets back into the earth is in man, right? So, His core mission was to get the Holy Spirit back into man. When you begin to see that, you begin to look at everything else that Jesus did in a different light. 
We have made Jesus’s core mission the cross. If you make Jesus’s core mission the cross, then you really cancel out the importance of the resurrection. If you make the resurrection the core mission of Jesus, then you kind of cancel out the importance of the cross. If you make either one of those the core mission of Jesus Christ, then you really cancel what Jesus did with man for three years that he dwelled with man in the earth.
The core mission of Jesus was to get the Holy Spirit back out of heaven and into the earth dwelling inside of man. It wasn’t the cross. It wasn’t the resurrection. You may say, “My God, you’re blaspheming.” No, I’m not. Those were all extremely necessary requirements to arrive at the core mission. 
If the cross was the core mission, when He died, He would’ve left. If the tomb was the core mission, He would’ve left when He was lifted, but He remained. Well, why did He remain? Because He wasn’t done. When He was on the cross and said “it is finished”, that wasn’t for you. That was for God. He looked at God and said, “I’m done with what You needed, but I’m here for what You needed in them.”  
So, we completely miss the centrality of why Jesus was present when we don’t realize that Jesus’s core mission was to get the Holy Spirit back into man. Those things that He did became necessary requirements. Whether it’s the three and a half years He spent teaching and performing miracles, whether it was the crucifixion on the cross, whether it was the resurrection from the grave, or whether it was the ascension into heaven, all of those things become necessary requirements in order that He could fulfill His core mission. But let’s make sure we understand the why. It was to get the Holy Spirit back into man. 
If the assignment of man in the earth was to be the image and likeness of God, what gave man the ability to be the image and likeness of God? The Holy Spirit. Think about this. If God told you, “This is what you are supposed to do,” but then you didn’t have a way to do it, how would that make you feel? Could you ever accomplish the whole reason He sent you if you didn’t have what it took to fulfill why He sent you? 
So, let’s think about this a little bit. You can’t begin to function as a restored object. We talked about a restored car in the last teaching. It isn’t any good to doll it up, buff out the outside, repaint it, shine the wheels, make sure its got new tires on that thing, and you can’t crank it for nothing. That ain’t original. 
God didn’t want you to get all shiny and then you can’t crank anything and ride out the door and do what you were meant to do. God forbid people push your gas pedal and you never go anywhere. But, that’s the church!
The Holy Spirit had to be present in order for man to even be able to function and fulfill what He was sent to do. And so, Jesus’s core mission was to get the Holy Spirit back to earth and into man because again, if salvation means to restore, man’s original condition was a regent of God in the earth but through the dwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
The first baptism (the baptism of repentance to Christ for salvation) permitted the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Remember, God could not dwell in an unholy, unrighteous environment, so there had to be the remission of sins (the freedom from debt) and the cleansing of your filth in order that you once again could be a holy dwelling for the return of the Holy Spirit. 
Salvation made the way for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The first baptism permits the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and you see this initially in John 20:19-22. “Then the same day at evening being the first day of the week when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews….” Jesus already died and was crucified on the cross and there were rumors swirling around that He got up from the grave, but these disciples are holed up locked behind closed doors because they are in fear. “…and Jesus came in, stood in the midst, and said to the, ‘Peace, be with you.’ And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side, and then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord…”
Watch what Jesus does…“Jesus said to them again ‘Peace to you. As the Father has sent me on an assignment, so I send you.’” We have a recommissioning of the original commission. What was the original commission? “To be My image and My likeness. To be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it...to make disciples.” Jesus came back to draw sons unto Him in order that He could once again make them fruitful in the earth in order to multiply. So, Jesus says, “As the Father sends me, so I send you.” And when He had said this, what does He do? He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”Everybody say receive. If you receive something, you had to ceive it to begin with. If you receive something, it means I had it before. 
Truthfully, in its proper terminology, when you receive a gift for the first time, you’re not receiving a gift; you are ceiving a gift. We just don’t say that in our language. Because ceive means “to get”. But to receive something means “to get again”. Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
What happened at the beginning of creation? God made man a being, and then He breathed in them the breath of life, and man became a living being. And Jesus, in the same way it happened in creation, it happened in recreation. He once again had an acceptable dwelling place in order that His Spirit could once again dwell in the earth. 
I have a chicken and an egg question for you. Which do you think is more important, so to speak, God’s character or God’s power? His image or His likeness? His character/image, and I’ll explain why in the next few paragraphs. The foundational assignment of the Holy Spirit —contrary to what’s been taught in the church circle — is not for you to run and shout and fall out and then you speak in tongues and prophesy.
 If you’re functioning that way or if you’ve been around anyone functioning that way, they’re completely out of order of God and God is not in it. That is not the foundational function of the Holy Spirit because image came before likeness. You just answered the question of which one is more important between His character and His power: His character. 
Why did the receiving of the Holy Spirit become so necessary and so prominent? Because the foundational assignment of the Holy Spirit is to communicate and reveal God’s character (His image). 
John 15:26-27 says, “But when the Helper comes, who I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” 
Who was talking here? Jesus. What was Jesus? He was the Word made flesh. So, Jesus is saying the Holy Spirit will testify of the Word. “And you will also bear witness because you have been with Me from the beginning.” 
Let’s jump to John 14:25-26. “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.” What are these things? These things are the things that He has taught you. These things are the Word. He’s spoken the Word to you. He’s taught you in the character of God. Jesus walked through and said the Kingdom is like this and this is how you receive it. You can’t have a Kingdom without a King because a Kingdom is the embodiment of the King. So, when you’re preaching or teaching about a Kingdom, you’re directly reflecting the King—not an element, but a person. 
So, when Jesus is teaching the Kingdom, He’s not teaching an element or an organization or a structure. He’s teaching you the heart and the nature of a person. The Living Word is literally teaching you about the principles of God, the mind of God, the heart of God, the character and the nature of God.
 Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will remind you of these things and reveal these things to you and testify of Me and bear witness. And then in John 14:25, “these things I have spoken to you while being present, but the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all things I said to you.” We don’t hear anything about people foaming at the mouth and falling out and everything else. 
What is the Holy Spirit’s core responsibility? To teach, to remind...because at one point you were minded...to remind you of My nature, My character, and the principles of a King. The Holy Spirit’s core function is to reveal and teach God’s word, which develops God’s word in you. 
Therefore, as He teaches you God’s Word and develops it in you, you discover your identity. Why? Because you were made in the image of God. Your identity, the word of God living in you, begins to be tangibly evident in the fruits of the Spirit. 
Have you read of the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians? Love, peace, kindness, patience, self-control, gentleness, etc. Do those sound like things that God has been to you? Love, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control. Do those sound like the nature of God? Longsuffering...my God has He been longsuffering with some folks. 
The Spirit of God dwelling in you that’s bringing identity into your life and teaching you and reminding you of God’s word and God’s nature should begin to be tangible and outwardly evident in what’s called the fruits of the Spirit.
I want to put to rest what I believe is a commonly taught misorder of doctrine within the church. Many types of churches believe that the initial evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life is the gifts of the Spirit, such as tongues. I came from the line of thinking that tongues were the initial evidence that you had the Holy Spirit. 
But, I’m going to declare to you that fruit precedes gift, and that the evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life is not gift; it’s fruit. Do you remember when He begins to talk about in 1 Corinthians 12-14 about the distribution of gifts. And He’s talking about how some have this gift and some have that gift, and then he gets to 14 where He’s talking about tongues and prophecy. 
Right in the middle of 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, he ceases to talk about gifts and talks about fruit. He says that you are as a sounding brass or a clanging cymbal if you do not have love. 
I will then reckon with you that tongues and prophecy and interpretation and word of knowledge and all of those gifts aren’t the initial evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life. It’s your ability to love. It’s your ability to begin to be patient, your ability to be kind. 
Because the first administration of the Holy Spirit in your life is not gift. It’s identity. It’s truth. It’s the nature and the image of God. I’ve known a ton of people that worked the gift and it had no lasting impact because the fruit of their life conflicted the gift of their power. 
Do you remember when Jesus said that you can move that old devil out, sweep up a little bit, and then that thing is going to come knocking back on the door with a bunch of its friends and it’s going to be worse than the first time it was there? 
You can look under the administration of leaders and people who have tried to function in the administration of a gift and didn’t do it out of the core root of a fruit, and the people that they administered their gift to will find themselves in a worse situation than what they were in when they were using their gift on them because there was not lasting impact and influence of the gift that was meant to break them free because of the own fruit of their life. Jesus said that Beelzebub cannot cast out Beelzebub. You can function in a gift and have no character, no image, and no impact. God doesn’t need people to see His works. He needs people to see Him. 
When you needed the deliverance of your life and you were in your worst condition, you didn’t need me to preach you a good message. You needed the God of the good message. I could  preach to you with my gift all day long but in the administration of that gift, if there was not a Spirit of God, the likeness, the character, and the image of God that was transferred with the gift, then it left you the same broken person that you were before you saw my gift and partook of it because the Spirit that brings identity was not imparted into your life. 
So, the foundational assignment of the Holy Spirit shapes the image and nature and character of God. The primary assignment of the Holy Spirit was image and nature. So, there’s a two-part administration of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The foundational assignment shapes image, nature, and character. 
Then, the secondary assignment of the Holy Spirit employs the power or the likeness of God for you to function in the earth. Both are necessary, but they’re necessary in right order for the Kingdom to flourish. Remember, Jesus said we have to do it for righteousness. In John 20:19-22, Jesus breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit. He breathed on them the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. So, the foundational assignment of the Holy Spirit to bring the image and nature of God becomes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit because I have been righteously cleansed so that the Holy Spirit may dwell within me again, which is shown in John 20:19-22. This repositions them as sons. Before that point, they walked with Him for three years. So, they kind of got it (the indwelling of the Holy Spirit) a little bit backwards because they were having to kind of walk with the program than how you and I would get it (the indwelling of the Holy Spirit). They got taught the character and the image of God by the presence of God (Jesus Christ) in the earth with them. You and I begin to learn the character and the image of God from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that reminds us of the God that walked the earth.
They walked the earth learning the character and nature of God, but they were not yet saved for He had not yet died. While they were walking with Him on the earth, even though they could believe on Him, they could not believe in Him because He had not yet died. He had not yet paid the price and been a propitiation for their sins. 
Once He did that, He comes back on the scene and says, “I’ve got to make everything right. I have to do it for righteousness sake. Now that I have died, and I have made a way, you can now believe in Me as your Savior and I can cleanse you from your unrighteousness” and then He blew on them to receive the Holy Spirit so that “once again the Spirit can dwell within you.” 
Now, they’re caught up because now they’re rightly positioned with it all. They’re back in a place of good order and good righteousness. That allowed the Holy Spirit the opportunity again to dwell in humanity to reveal even greater the heart and the nature of God. 
Moving forward to Acts 1:1-4, which says, “The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after…” 
This is giving an indication of what took place after Jesus died, right? And so he said that He also presented Himself alive afterward. So, this is now also bringing us to the place that they’re including in this statement what took place in John 20. He presented Himself to them. He breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit. 
We pick up at that place in Scripture that says “...His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father…” 
When He told them to wait, they already had the indwelling. Are you seeing this in Scripture? He still told them, “Even though you’re saved, wait.” Remember in John 20, He said, “As He sent me, I am sending you.” Then, He breathed on them to receive access to God’s character, and then He said, “But wait, that isn’t all, there’s still a promise.” Now we start thinking back to the number of churches that went on without waiting. He said wait. Even though they were now righteous as restored sons, they were not yet authorized to fulfill their assignment. How many of you have a bank account? Do you know why they have a signature card on your account? For authorization. And that check is no good without that signature. It may have the capacity to fulfill what’s written on it, but it isn’t any good without that signature. He said “You’re not yet authorized to fulfill your assignment. You’ve just been repositioned for it and recommissioned for it.” 
He said, “That will require power.” Watch what he says in Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and then you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” You can read it in Matthew 28, John 20, Acts 1:8, or and you go back to Genesis 1:28. It all says the same thing. “I’m sending you to go. Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth with disciples and subdue it.” That’s what He’s saying right here in Acts 1:8. “Go and make disciples to all the nations. Go and be fruitful in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth, but wait because you can’t fulfill the very assignment you were sent for without power.” 
There’s still another application of the Holy Spirit, which is the anointing and the power of the Holy Spirit. So, the anointing and empowering of the Holy Spirit is the affirmation and the authorization of heaven to function in God’s divine power in order that you can accomplish your assignment. Do you remember when I first showed you in Matthew 3 that Jesus embodied both of those administrations in one moment? He was baptized into the water as an act of representing salvation and repentance under a school of thought, and then when that happened, the Bible says the heavens opened and the anointing laid upon His life. He’s been affirmed by heaven because God said, “This is my Son in whom I am well pleased.” 
Let me stop there and ask you a question: if you’re somewhat like God, can God put His stamp on you? No. So, if I’m just likeness (power) but not image (character), can He affirm and authorize you? No. 
Now, wait a minute, if I’m just image (character) but not likeness (power), can I have His stamp of approval, His affirmation, and be authorized? No. Make sure you know the answer because there’s a lot of places and people that live that way. 
But, I know a God who does not want to be misrepresented. That’s why He took the Holy Spirit from man to begin with. He said, “You can’t be contaminated and represent Me.”  And so now we’re in a place that He said, “I’ve given you the ability for image, but hold on because you’re not authorized to look holy like Me in the earth. You can’t forget likeness.” So, He said “Wait. I’ve got to authorize you. I’ve got to affirm you to be able to send you on your assignment. I have to give you My power (the power of God) and the gifts of God that through the empowering of the Holy Spirit that have a very specific purpose.
And I can promise you this: there’s not an empowering gift that God has authorized that falls under the spirit of showing out. I just cancelled about 85% of churches. “Prophetess” this and “Apostle” that and everything else. Simply speaking, the gifts and the power kind of have three elements. 
First of all, they combat disorder and perversion in the earth by correcting what’s been out of order by sin’s presence. Think about this: that’s why there’s healed bodies because there’s an empowerment to untwist what’s been perverted by sin. There are delivered souls because the power was to be used to combat the perversion in the earth and deliver the soul that has been perverted. 
Secondly, it also invokes Kingdom authority over the authority that has been in the earth. It takes back the authority. 
Thirdly, It testifies to the presence of the King and the evidence of the Kingdom in the earth. Jesus said, “If you do not believe what I say, you cannot deny the works that I do. What you have seen me do, you have also seen the Father do. When you see me, you see Him.” So, it combats disorder and perversion in the earth, it invokes Kingdom authority over the present authority, and it testifies to the presence of the King and the evidence that the Kingdom is in the earth. 
But, those things are all applications that permit man’s true assignment to happen. Those are not man’s assignment. It’s kind of like Jesus. Remember, Jesus died on the cross. Jesus resurrected from the grave. And those were all elements that arrived at His core mission. These empowering gifts that give you the ability to correct disorder and perversion in the earth, function in authority, and represent the King and His Kingdom in the earth are all elements that create the way for you to live your true assignment in the earth, which is to be fruitful, to multiply, and to fill the earth. 
Before Jesus could heavily populate the earth, did they not have to be saved, come under salvation, and have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit? They could not be counted as sons unless they had the image and the Spirit of the Father. It works the same way with you. 
The works of the power of the Holy Spirit are what actually create multiplication in the earth. Image creates fruit. He said, “Be fruitful.” The power permits multiplication. “And multiply.” Let me show you why. The gifts open the door in the lives of others for them to become the Word. The gifts open the door in the lives of other people that they can become sons. That they can be reconciled to the image so that they can enter the process themselves of being restored as a son and have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which produces the Word in their life and empowers their ability. Do you see the cycle that’s taking place? 
Think about this. Unless the power is produced or is used in people’s lives, they likely don’t even know they need to be reconciled to the Word. If you look at our culture, most people don’t care to be preached to until you meet their need. So, what did Jesus do? Jesus arrives on a hillside with 5,000...technically, 20,000-30,000. He has a healing service and a feeding service, so that they could draw from the Word to become sons. 
So, empowerment of the application (administration of the gifts) of power of God is used to open the doorways of people’s lives so that you can deposit the image into them, or create the way that the Word can dwell within them. 
The simple idea is you being a son working through the nature and power of the Father to birth other sons. It’s the big picture of Adam before the fall and then the last Adam after the fall. 
Let me carry you through some passages of Scripture that allow you to see this whole process work itself out exactly like I just said, from the moment of indwelling to powerful expression that opens the door for indwelling in others. 
John 20:19-22: “Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
Jesus was with them, He commissioned them and said that He sends them as the Father sends Him, and gave them the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It’s a little bit out of order from us because they had already begun that process of developing in the word of God/nature of God/character of God. We would receive salvation and then through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit begin to develop in the nature of God. We become the image of God through His character. 
But then He says, “ But you can’t fulfill your assignment until you have My power.” If we go back to Acts 1:1-8: “to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me (to make other sons) in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
The original assignment of man is now being reconciled and recommissioned and is picking up steam. Then, we jump forward to Acts 2:1-4: “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind...”120 were in the Upper Room,... “and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
Now, we see the anointing and empowerment of the Holy Spirit that gives them the gift. But why? Is it just to speak in tongues like a lot of places have taught? No. The gift had a purpose. It’s interesting that it said that they began to speak in the gift of other tongues. What did I tell you a while ago? That the empowerment of gifts is to open doorways in people’s lives in order that the word of God, the truth of God, the indwelling of the Spirit of God could dwell within them. 
Now, watch what happens in the Scripture. Acts 2:5-6: “And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in their own language (the gift in their language).” Every nation represented. Now all of a sudden something in their heart is open because somebody functioned in an empowering gift that ministered to them. That wasn’t the end. That was the beginning. Because remember, it’s to make sons and not to blow people’s minds. 
Look at Acts 2:7-12: “Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God. So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?” 
Watch what happens. Peter stands up and begins to speak and says listen, they were not drunk. This is what was prophesied in the word in prophet Joel. He jumps forward in verse 22. “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst…,”
Who’s listening now? Just the 120? Or is it everybody that was represented nationally outside of that upper room? The latter. Why are the nations listening? Because they heard their own language through a gift. The gift made room for what was happening now. Let’s jump forward to verse 29. “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.” Verses 30-33 say, “Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.” 
Jump forward to 37. “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart.” There’s that veil being torn so that salvation had an opportunity. Verses 37-47: “and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 
Verses 40-47 say, “And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” Then those who gladly received his word (not his gift) were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls (Can you say multiplication!) were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house (Now, they’re in discipleship), they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” Do you see the work of the Holy Spirit in its right order? Does anybody have questions? 
Person 1: Is this why the church is open every day now?
Pastor: Yes, because I believe we need to press in together to the presence of God more. The Bible says in the last days forsake not the assembling of yourselves together but even more so in the last days. 
Person 2: With being fruitful and multiplying, so what do the Catholics think because the priests can’t marry and the nuns can’t marry? I don’t think the original commission was intended for them to live the life that they’re living now. If I was a Catholic and I was listening to you, that would make me wonder. 
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Introduction: The first two weeks of this teaching we’ve talked about what salvation, repentance and faith are. We’ve talked through the Holy Spirit, the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the different baptisms of the Holy Spirit. We’ve moved ourselves through reconciling you through Christ to the Father and realigning you back into position to be the sons and daughters that you were meant to be. Now, we find ourselves in right position under the influence of the Holy Spirit, so what do we do now? That’s kind of where we will go for the next two topics in this process of our foundational beliefs.
Devotion: I want to drive you into 1 Timothy 4:12-15. Let me kind of lead off with this passage of Scripture and begin setting the foundation of where we’re going. 
“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.” That becomes a mouthful of responsibility that’s laid upon our life as we begin to establish what it means to walk like Him and as Him in the earth. 
The Bible continues to say, “Until I come, give attention in reading…” What are we going to read? The Word of God. “...to exhortation…” What does exhortation mean? It essentially means to preach and teach the Word of God. “...to doctrine…,”which is truth and a lifestyle of right understanding of the Word of God. 
Verse 14 says, “Do not neglect the gift that is in you which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. Meditate on these things and give yourself…” somewhat to them. Is that what it says? No. It says, “Give yourself entirely to them.” That means all. The Bible continues, “...that your progress may be evident to all.” 
Now, we have been rightly aligned and repositioned as sons and daughters. We’ve been empowered by the Holy Spirit to be an example to the world. It becomes our core and primary responsibility to live this life. It’s not secondary. It’s not sometimes. It’s not when the opportunity arises. This becomes the primary action of our life that we give ourselves entirely to the things listed in this passage here in order that we may set an example to those that are in the world. 
I hope you know at this point that discipleship is the call of the Kingdom in the earth. We’re being called back, I believe, to the core cause of the Kingdom. Not that that core call was ever gone. But I believe we’re really being greatly burdened and pulled back to a place of discipleship within the church to make disciples in the earth. 
I believe that our greatest limitation to making disciples and comes down to one thing—a lack of personal devotion.
 We don’t know what to be an example in because we don’t know it for ourselves. We don’t know how to be an example because we’re not personally devoted to it ourselves. The truth of the matter is that we’ve given a lot of excuses about why we can’t disciple people, but when you thrust yourself into the lifestyle that 1 Timothy talked about—that model—it’s not a matter of what you know to say. It simply comes out of who you are. 
We kind of have to abandon this idea that God is going to suddenly endue us with some power on high that’s going to give us this magical ability to preach and teach the word of God. We must become disciples and realize that through giving ourselves entirely to being an example, not neglecting the gift within us, and giving ourselves to the Word of God and the pursuit of God so I become the model that God has called me to be. 
It’s through that that I’m able to rightly disciple people. Everything comes back to devotion. So where we move from salvation, repentance, faith, and the Holy Spirit is realizing the need for personal devotion. And let me tell you this: it has to be personal. Unless each man embraces the personal responsibility of relationship with God, there’s no advancement. 
Listen to me. You’ve likely grown up on the church culture of America and thought church attendance created personal growth. You thought corporate worship created personal growth. We believe as long as we attend Sunday and Wednesday church services,  then I’m going where I need to go and growing the way I need to grow with God. It’s absolutely a very poor concept because really what those moments should be is the assembling of the people who are growing together so that the manifold glory of God can be manifest in the multitude of the gathering and there can be a great celebration that mimics the celebration feast of the Lamb. We come together to corporately honor God and be the Body.
Let’s think about it this way: it would be pointless for me to put a hand on a wrist, wrist on an arm, and an arm on a body if each of those individual things were not fully what they were built to be. I certainly am not trying to make light of people that have physical deformities, but there’s quite a difference between someone who has an underdeveloped arm or hand versus somebody that has a full one, right? There’s a different level of operation of use. 
We’ve made our Sunday mornings our opportunity for evangelism, and it is completely incorrect. The mission of Sundays in America has become calling the lost to salvation. That’s not what Sundays were about. Ministry was done in the marketplace so that those that were called to a place of reconciliation and salvation in the marketplace had a Body to be a part of so they could be amongst the multitude to mature and grow. Our Body should be more about the maturation and not the salvation. It doesn’t mean that somebody can’t get saved in church. That’s not what I mean at all. The point is, that should not be what happens in mass. That should happen through the people in the streets so you can draw them in and bring them into the Body so they can see a great family of believers who  are growing together in the Word and in the celebration of the Most High God. 
Because we’ve made the platform, the preacher, and the corporate church service the hub of salvation, we’ve also laid the responsibility of discipleship on it, which means that people think “As long as I show up on Sunday, I never have to mature myself in a personal relationship and a personal pursuit of God because as long as I’m saved, I’ll get in.” 
We completely miss the whole concept of what this thing is about. Unless each man embraces that personal responsibility, there is no advancement, You cannot change the order and the principles of God. You cannot change God’s precepts. You don’t have the authority nor the power to do that. When God established it, that’s the way it is and that’s the way it will always be. It’s the way the things in the air essentially work whether you’re a part of it or not. Life was meant to flow out of a personal, sustained connection to the Father. I cannot do it any other way and believe I’m living life. You can make up your own truth, but then there’s absolute truth. 
Everything in the Kingdom is imparted through relationship, through touch. What’s so significant about the laying on of hands for healing and anointing and the activation of gifts and the Holy Spirit impartation is because it's both symbolic and significant as a representation of the relational transfer.
 It’s not like there’s something magical about Pastor Jason laying hands on someone that causes something to happen. It is a symbolic representation of the transaction of the Kingdom order of personal touch of what happens through personal relationship. 
If you look at the first chapter of Genesis, it was a very personal, hands-on approach with humanity. With everything that was created, the Bible says that God said, “Let it be.” But if you begin to follow along down the line and you find yourself in chapter 2 verse 7, it says that God formed man from the dust. Everything else God said. With man, God touched. Do you see an order that begins to be established? 
There was something significant and unique about what God did with man more than anything else in creation. He established a principle of personal touch and relationship in creation. He said, “This is the way it will begin because this is the way it will always be.” As a matter of fact, the translation in verse 7 actually is the language that means “the potter’s hand on clay.” 
From that place of touch and presence, the Bible says that He then breathed into man the breath of life. Neither of these two things take place with any other creation. Not even the angels have God’s touch the way you have it.
How dare we move outside of the order of God that has been established? Our life functions and flows out of personal touch from God. We can’t escape that. I can’t touch you and it be the same thing as personal touch from God. 
You can’t sit under my voice consistently and that be enough. I don’t care who you are. Any of these YouTube preachers you want to follow, you can’t sit and make YouTube gods your way. There has to be personal intimacy. There has to be personal touch where the presence of God is applied to your life in order for you to even breathe. 
If you go and read from Genesis 2:8-15, what is the most often mentioned word? Garden. Let me ask you a question: where was Adam? Yes, he was in the garden, but that’s not really where he was. Why did God put Adam in the garden? Genesis 3:8 says, “And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden.” He didn’t put Adam in the garden. He put Adam where He was. He put Adam in His presence. If God was in the garden walking in the garden, that’s where He wanted Adam. Because He knew that your life would flow out of being in His presence. He says, “You cannot exchange My Presence for anything else in this world.” 
What did Adam have access to because he was in the garden? He had access to this thing called the tree of life. And as long as Adam was in the garden, he could eat of the tree of life. But the moment that Adam was removed from the garden, his disobedience meant that he rejected personal intimacy and relationship with God.
When that happened, he hid from God rather than walking personally with Him. When you reject personal relationship, you reject life. If in the garden he had access to the tree of life, the moment he was removed from the garden, he was cut off from the tree of life. Outside of the garden—outside of God’s presence, you can’t eat of the tree of life. It’s really very simple. In God’s presence, there’s life and life forevermore. Out of God’s presence, there is no life. In order for your life to move in some kind of direction where there’s advancement, you have to be in God’s presence. You cannot reject the personal relationship with God. 
If you watch the success of the generals of faith in the Old Testament, the men and women who you see written about who did great things for the Kingdom of God, were people who had personal relationship with God. 
This is what’s interesting. We think by the dogmatic practices of the Old Testament that the only way to have access to God was through the high priests, and that is a complete misconception. It’s the only way you had access to atonement, but humanity still had access to relationship with God. 
That’s where you see these polarizing figures of the Old Testament. That’s where you find Abraham, Isaac, Moses, Joshua, David, Elijah, and Samuel. It’s because these men and women had relationships with God. Even though they didn’t have access to the indwelling of the Spirit, they still knew the importance of personal relationship with God. 
David begged God, “Don’t take Your presence from me. I know where my life is hidden.” I get chills thinking about that. I pray it all the time. I’m like, “God, don’t take Your presence from me.” If you don’t have God’s presence, you don’t have a flippin’ thing. David realized the importance of personal relationship and God’s presence. He said, “I need You with me. I need to be with You.”
 As you move through the Old Testament, Jesus comes along. Mankind has been cast out of God’s presence and out of the garden. The Spirit of God has been removed from man. Now we have isolation. We have man striving to seek God without the presence of God and without the grace of God. 
What does Jesus do? Let’s have a review. What was Jesus’s primary mission? To get the Spirit back into man and back into the earth. How does this happen? Jesus arrives at his time period. He’s baptized. He goes into the wilderness. Out of the wilderness, what’s one of the first things Jesus does? He goes to mankind and calls mankind back to Himself. He says, “Follow Me, and I will make you. Come back to a personal relationship. I’ve got plans for you that God has been desiring for humanity for 4,000 years that humanity hasn’t been able to walk in.”
What Jesus was asking for in that moment was DEVOTION. You’ll always pick God back up or find God at the last place you told Him no. 
Let’s think about this. Where is the last place humanity as a whole—not individual figures—told God no? It was in personal devotion. In the garden, they broke devotion. 
Jesus comes back along and says, “Devote yourself back to Me. Follow Me, and I will make you.” We’ve defined devotion as an event or as a task-list initiative. We’ve redefined devotion because in our common language, you’re thinking about a latte and a forty-day book. Your mind has already been altered to the place that when the word devotion gets mentioned, you're thinking about your seven-day plan or your Bible app program. We’ve lost sight of what the word really means, which is “a fervent or a fierce loyalty.” That’s what devotion is. 
Jesus says, “I’m inviting you back to this place of dedication and intense loyalty to Me.” Then He pays your debt. He rips the veil of separation that prevented humanity from having personal intimacy with the Father so intimacy can happen again. And it begins to shape and direct your life by the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Everything He’s doing is trying to draw you back to Him, but we do everything we can to try to push God away.
 Let’s jump to Ephesians 4. I’m going to start at verse 7 and advance to verse 11. Ephesians 4:7 says: “But to each one of us, grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” Let’s look at this phrase: grace measure. That lets me know each one of us has a measure of grace that’s personal. 
Let ‘s go down to verses 11-15. “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, Verse 12: for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, Verse 13: till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…” If you have a Bible, highlight that. This is where you ought to lock in at. That you are being drawn to the stature of the fullness of Christ, that unless you’re full in the measure that was dealt to you, you’re not done pursuing. 
Verse 14: “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, Verse 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—.” 
Let me back up now to verse 7 where it says, “to each one of us, grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” This is another reason why your personal devotion or personal pursuit becomes paramount because to each of us, a measure of grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. There has to be a personal pursuit that leads to personal revelation. I can blow your mind with Scriptural and Kingdom revelation on Sunday, and it still is not your personal revelation for the grace measure that’s on your life. It may help draw you to that. It’s at least drawing you to the One who can reveal that. But it will not independently and individually reveal the grace measure to everyone of you. I’m not carrying the weight of revealing my grace and yours, too. I’m carrying the weight of revealing my grace and trying to show you how to get there. 
Each one of you has a measure of grace that is personal and intimate. This is the beauty of God that there was a grace measure allotted for your life that nobody else can touch. Think about how much measure of grace is just left sitting somewhere in the spirit realm because of people who never pursued God personally to reveal that grace that was on their life. Think about the gifts, visions, dreams, opportunities, divine appointments that were intended for earth that have literally been left hanging in the heavenlies because it was stuck in the grace that was allotted to a life of a person who didn’t desire to have a personal devotion to reveal their grace.
There’s a grace on your life that I don’t have. Finding that grace place through personal pursuit is one of the most sustaining, safe, and empowering places for you to live. Let me tell you why. When you find out your grace measure, you’re not offended by anybody else’s. 
I wish to God that we’d have church leaders who would learn this because they would quit functioning out of insecurity that somebody was going to take their job. Church leaders need to get on board with developing people and not being afraid that they may overtake them. 
Can I just tell you something right now? You may think I’m brazen, but nobody’s got the grace to hold this job but me. There may be a day that changes, but right now, there’s nobody else with that grace. I’m not worried about somebody else taking my spot. I want to develop people all day long to walk in the grace of their life. 
You’ll see people who suddenly become confident, sustained in knowing who they are, and they walk in the things that God has built for their life. They aren’t afraid of somebody taking it from them or stabbing them in the back.
 It won’t make a bit of difference because I know my grace on my life. Can we find that place? But it only comes through your personal devotion. When I’m trying to prepare to preach, God talks to me for you. At some point, I’ve gotta get with God for Him to talk to me about me. 
The truth of the matter is unless I get time with God so He talks to me about me, my time to get with God to learn what He wants to say to you doesn’t matter. So we have to find this place of revealing our personal grace because that is only found in a personal relationship with God. Yo mama’s, daddy’s, and granddaddy’s grace isn’t yours and yours isn’t theirs.. 
Personal devotion has to be prioritized, and it has to be appointed. It means that you have to make time to personally pursue God above the corporate worship level. 
Does anybody know how to spell RELATIONSHIP? TIME. Relationship is spelled TIME. The Kingdom does everything right side up. 2 + 2 isn’t 4 in the Kingdom. Relationship isn’t spelled r-e-l-a-t-i-o-n-s-h-i-p. It’s spelled t-i-m-e. 
One of the greatest challenges of personal, spiritual advancement is that people frustrate themselves with time as though it’s going to magically appear just because the idea to want to go deeper is there. Intention doesn’t release heaven. Faith steps do. 
Time is not just going to appear. It’s not just going to sit there waiting on you. It’s not going to offer itself up for free. You're not going to get Gideon’s approach. God’s not going to move suns and stuff. 
Let’s think about this for a minute. The Bible tells me that the thief comes to steal. What exactly do you believe he’s trying to steal? Because he doesn’t need your money, spouse, house, or job. He’s after the things that create personal growth of your spirit through relationship with the Father. And the first place he begins to rob is your time.
You have to make a decision to appoint time with God. You need to invoke a level of authority over your life that through that you establish priority and sacrifice. Which means you need to take authority over yourself! Time isn’t going to appear. You’re gonna have to force it. 
Your decision to appoint time with God shows a personal desire and commitment to want to be with Him above anything else. It establishes a desire to seek Him before anything, which is the very thing that Adam and Eve stopped doing  before all hell broke loose. They severed Him from being their first, their last, their everything. They severed Him from being personal and intimate. They severed Him from being their source. 
We have to prioritize and create time. That is where you begin to establish your personal pursuit. It is in the time you force and not in the time that makes itself available. You keep thinking that at some point you are going to wake up one morning and time is going to be knocking on the door. The only time that will be knocking on your door is when time is done. 
If we’re to pursue the stature of the fullness of Christ, then let us begin to pursue the Father the way that Jesus represented. If you go to John 5:19-20, the Bible says, “I only do what I see the Father doing.” Key word: See. 
Then, Jesus says in John 12:49-50, “I only speak what the Father tells me to say.” We see that Jesus, through a life of personal devotion, sees according to what God sees and says according to what God says. How do you SEE and SAY unless you WATCH and LISTEN? Jesus had supreme direction, supreme confidence, and major impact because He spent time with the Father in whom He knew what to see and what to say because He had been diligent about watching and listening. 
You can’t watch and listen unless you take the time to watch and listen. There are many examples of how Jesus pursued the Father and spent time with Him, but I’m always drawn to this passage in Mark 1. I love the example that Jesus sets here. 
There’s a plethora of good principles just within this short, little passage that I could teach on for days. But I want to use this passage as the establishment of how Jesus pursued the Father personally.
Mark 1:32-39: “At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who were demon-possessed, and the whole city was gathered together at the door…”Can I tell you something? The enemy, even through good work, had already set up outside the door, the thief to rob time. The whole city was outside of the door. If you don’t coordinate and direct your time, everybody else will for you. 
 We look at this and say, “Hey, all of those people must have been sent there by God. Jesus is healing people and doing the work of the Father. All of those people who need help, they must be there because God sent them there. So, I gotta take all my time to make sure I touch everyone who’s outside the door because surely they were sent here by God.” 
And when you don’t have personal devotion, it’s what you’re lured into! Because you’re not seeing to know what to say! The Bible goes on to say He healed many who were sick of various diseases, He cast out many demons, and He did not allow the demons to speak because they knew Him. 
“And now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight…,”Jesus decides that He’s going to depart to a solitary place to pray. There’s all kinds of personal devotion right here. EARLY IN THE MORNING BEFORE DAYLIGHT. If you need to know a place to find your time, EARLY IN THE MORNING BEFORE DAYLIGHT or sometime early in the morning. Jesus took the firstfruits of His day. The firstfruits are the best of the harvest. 
Why is this so important? It was a principle that was established in the beginning. Jesus established that the Father would be the beginning of His day. Did Genesis not come out of God? Genesis means beginning. The beginning begins with God. Shouldn’t our beginning begin with God? In the beginning was God. 
My challenge to you is that just like big brother Jesus, that you begin with God. Establish Him as the source of your day. 
Matthew 6:33 says to seek first the Kingdom of God and all its righteousness and all of these things shall be added unto you. Seek what? First, the Kingdom. When you do that, you enter a presence and a grace that guides your day. It was out of the beginning that Adam was formed, that Adam was instructed, and that Adam was blessed to multiply. 
We’re trying to figure out how our business deals are going to get done, how we’re going to make divine connections, how we’re going to have strength to make it through our day, and what direction we need to take. 
I don’t know the decisions I need to make today on my job. I don’t know how to handle my family affairs right now. I don’t know what to do in this moment, and I don’t know how to spend the money that I got (I don’t have a lot, but I don’t know how to spend what I have). 
And the Bible lets us know that in the beginning before Adam ever set his feet, his hands, or his mouth to anything else in the earth, he was in the beginning with God and God formed him, instructed him, and blessed him to increase. 
So, why in the world do we not prioritize our time so that in the beginning, I find myself with God because it’s the only way. The pattern was established in order that I cannot change, subvert, or work around. If I begin in the beginning, it’s where God can form me, teach me, and bless me. 
So, let me begin my beginning with God. Jesus did. And this thing that happened with Adam is not a one-time thing. This is a lifestyle pattern. You begin with God, and you’re formed by Him, you’re instructed by Him, and you’re blessed to multiply from that grace space. But you have to find your grace space.
 I don’t want to sit here and create a religious cow where you feel less than because for some reason or another you can’t in the morning. But I do believe it is a principle that is established that if you work yourself to trying to respond to, there’s a benefit there. 
But here’s the thing that matters more: just make sure you get there. Don’t abandon it because you couldn’t do it then. Push, prioritize, and make an appointment. You know, every now and then you make a hair appointment and you do have to cancel it. But you want to do whatever you can to try to make because you realize, “If I don’t keep my appointment, she may start filling it up with somebody else. So, I’m going to do whatever I can to make my appointment, but I realize every now and then I have to adjust it.” Just make sure you show up at the doggone appointment! 
You may miss the time, but don’t miss God. We get stuck because there are some religious cows that get built. We get stuck in a guilt pattern that “because I missed this time with God, I’ll miss all the time with God.” And so because you missed it at 5:30am, you won’t take it at 5:30pm. And you’ll just tell yourself that “I’ll find a way to make it up in the morning, and I’ll do it at 5am and double up what I missed.” BULLCRAP. 
Can I just show you this? God works by appointments. How in the world can you make up what was intended for yesterday? You can’t recover what God had ordained for yesterday. You may not ever get that opportunity again. It’s why you don’t want to miss it. Have an appointment. 
Be careful, though to not be routined. I’m a creature of habit. I’m just such a pattern person and schedule-oriented. I can be that way. I don’t mean not praying, not reading God’s word, not pressing into His Presence. But what I mean is how you do it, where you do it, and things like that. Find ways to break the monotony to keep things fresh. 
You know, if you take your wife to the same restaurant every Friday night, after awhile, that isn’t special anymore. She still wants to go out to eat; she just wants to go to a different spot. Adam and Eve walked the garden, but they didn’t stay in the same place all the time. They weren’t always in the same place doing the same thing, but they always were talking and in relationship. 
The last thing I asked Bishop Tony Miller from a father standpoint is that I said, “Bishop, tell me about your personal devotion. What’s it look like for you? I’m not interested in how you prep to preach. I just want to know what’s your personal pursuit of God like?” 
Some of the things he said are things I know and I do. But one of the things he said that meant so much to me because I’m such a creature of habit is, “I change where I pray, what I’m doing when I pray. Sometimes, I’ll just drive around the city. Sometimes, I’ll go sit here and do it. Sometimes, I’ll go for a walk or go in the church in the worship center. I’ll go to different places just to break the monotony.” 
You know what’s crazy is that several Sunday’s after Bishop’s passing, I was hurting. I have a routine: I sermon prep on Friday, on Saturday I go through my notes and pray, and I get up at 6am on Sunday morning and do it again and then I come to church in the Ready Room before service and I do it again. 
But on Saturday what I have a custom of doing is I’ll go to my office at the house, I close everybody out, put on worship music, read over my notes, pray, and I’ll spend my time right there. 
But that Saturday, God said, “Take a walk with Me outside.” And so, I prayed over Sunday service, myself, and the stuff with Bishop and the Gate Church. I was just walking my field and my yard praying. And if we’re not careful, we think that for some reason that God’s not in that..that it won’t be a part of it’s not where I started. Here’s the truth: I don’t want to remain where I started with God. And it was one of the most intimate experiences I’ve had in awhile because I was just walking my yard with headphones on and worship music just crying and praying. It was awesome. So, make sure you have that appointment but don’t create this stagnant routine. Find ways to mix it up. 
Let’s keep going in Mark 1:32-39. It says, “He went out and departed to a solitary place.” Share that time with no one and nothing! If you do, it’s not personal. 
You shut off phones, Facebook, social media, the TV, people—everything. If you have to drive somewhere because your kids won’t shut up, just do it, but spend that time with God and nobody else. Think about this for example. Your wife would get frustrated if you go to have a little nice dinner on Friday night and you bring someone else with you. It says He went to a solitary place. Your time needs to be personal, private, and unobstructed.
Mark 1:32-39 goes on to say, “He went out to a solitary place and he prayed.” Focus on the word PRAY. I need to pray. But I need to pray the way God says to pray and not the way I think to pray. Prayer has a very practical Kingdom concept but a very deep spiritual principle. The Kingdom concept of it is that prayer is communication with the home nation. 
Let me carry you to the Kingdom for a minute. Prayer is communication. It’s keeping up foreign relations between where you’ve been sent in the embassy that you occupy and the home government that you were sent from. If our U.S. embassy in Saudi Arabia never picks up the phone to call the president of the U.S. back in America, they don’t know how to function as the U.S. in Saudi Arabia. 
We are ambassadors. Paul said, “I am an ambassador in chains.” An ambassador is a representative of a nation in a foreign land. We have been sent here. The Bible tells us that we are in this world but not of this world. We are our home’s representation in another territory. When an ambassador speaks, it’s as though the king himself is speaking. When a U.S. ambassador in Saudi Arabia stands up to a press conference and takes a podium, it is as though President Biden himself is addressing the nation of Saudi Arabia. He stands there as the representation of the United States government. And there’s nothing established in the practical that had not already been established in the spiritual. 
We have concepts of kingdoms in the earth because the concept of Kingdom was already established in the spiritual realm. When we speak, it is as though God Himself is speaking. There is no self-representation. That means that we are not permitted to speak our personal opinion. We commit treason if we speak anything other than the policy of our home government. We are only permitted to speak the language and the agenda of the nation that we represent. And what happens is that prayer becomes that foreign relation and that communication of policy. It literally translates as an exchange of will, so let’s talk about that because that becomes the spiritual principle. So now, you have the Kingdom concept and that it’s foreign communication so that policy of the home nation can be established in the foreign territory, but now we know it has a spiritual representation in the fact that it is an exchange of will. Listen, it’s not a list pursuit! It’s a presence pursuit! It is to see and say. It is being able to see and say by watching and listening. 
We have somewhat become victims of our own cause. What I mean by that is that we have been so purpose-driven that we’ve missed being presence-driven. And presence is what inspires and feeds purpose.
 If you follow the model prayer that was described by Jesus in Luke 11 “Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name” then you have to begin to scale back and see it in through the eyes of the Spirit and not just dial in to every word that’s said. 
You have to really begin to see what Jesus was teaching them to function in. It becomes more of a matter of the heart and an attitude, not their language. That’s what Jesus begins to establish in this moment. He’s saying to enter in worship. Enter in adoration, not agenda. When I enter in worship, I can’t carry my agenda because a true worshipper is literally the elimination of my agenda. 
And in order to complete the process of an exchange of will, I have to enter in with worship and adoration. I don’t enter in with my lists and with an agenda. Get that prayer list on the notes app on your phone and delete it. 
From that point, the Bible begins to say “Thy kingdom come. Foreign policy, remember? “Thy will be done”—not my personal opinion. “On earth as it is in heaven,” and now it is the exchange of wills. If I understand the spiritual principle of it, I can’t even carry my will to God. I exchange my will and leave it at the door when I walk in in order to embrace and absorb God’s will. 
During the whole first part of prayer, we think that we’re praying by saying something, but the whole first part of our posture in prayer before God is silence or your vocal adoration. 
It’s not, “God, touch Sally.”Or I need you to work out my job situation out. Fix it now.” That’s not foreign communication. That’s treating yourself as the king and Him as the ambassador. It’s an exchange of wills. 
So, when you have an exchange of wills, there can’t be personal silence and listening if you’re talking. When you go in with your list, you just automatically start firing things off like rapid fire and just start talking. An exchange of wills happens in silence. It’s not talking. 
Because if you don’t enter into that place with worship...when you enter into that place with worship, what you begin to do is clear the air of every devil, every distraction, and everything that set in to try to keep foreign communication out.
You have to know that the enemy doesn’t want heaven’s word to get to the earth, and so he’s already established a strategy over your house, over your prayer life, and over your being so that you don’t capture the voice of heaven.
When I enter into worship, I have established God’s authority in my environment. It’s cleared the air, and now I can go into a place to where I can hear God’s voice. I listen. And if I don’t get to that place, I don’t learn God’s voice. 
We go into prayer with full pages when we ought to go with blank pages. How do you write the vision and make it plain if you already wrote it? I said in a past sermon that God was talking about entering empty, which means clear the vision board, get rid of it all, and go blank before God. 
Our prayer list has to come from His mind. It’s His heart or His will. Let me tell you why this is important. Because the Spirit of God will guide you in what to pray. Trust me. You think you got all these lists: “I need to pray for Johnny, Sally, etc. I need to pray for this job, etc.” And we go in with that list and we never listen to what God wants you to declare in prayer. 
But if you’ll cancel all of that out and you’ll start to listen—then all of a sudden—God will start bringing Johnny to your mind, and He’ll start bringing Pastor Jason to your mind, and He’ll start bringing Denise to your mind, and He’ll start bringing Donna and Vince to your mind. He’ll start bringing these things to your mind that He’s wanting you to pray about to declare with your mouth in order that you can be in agreement with His Spirit. 
Because in order for something in the spiritual to manifest in the earth, there has to be an agreement of spirit. It’s why He says in His Word that wherever two or three are gathered together and they agree as touching anything, My will will be done. There has to be an agreement of spirit. God is looking for people who will agree with His will. 
Person 1: I’ve been praying like that. Now, what am I going to do?
Pastor: You’re going to worship and be silent. 
Person 1: I don’t like silence.
Pastor: You know why? We don’t like silence because we’re not in control. But until you learn to eliminate control, which is self-will, you can’t really enter the presence of God. Man can’t serve two masters.
Going back to verse 38 in Mark 1. Jesus arises in the morning before daylight, He goes out to a solitary place, He prays, and then watch, here comes the thief. It’s dressed like his boy. Simon comes and says, “Look man, everybody’s been looking for you. We got a prayer list out here a mile long. We need you to pray for Sally, Johnny, Jim, Bob, and Lucy. We’ve got your prayer list set.” Jesus said, “We got a problem. That’s your will. But I’ve went and got with my Daddy. I listened and I watched.” And He said, “This isn’t the way to go. There was something trying to rob my time from what I was sent to do.” 
Simon said, “Everybody’s looking for you.” Jesus replied, “Let’s go into the next town that I may preach there.” They asked why. He said, “Because this is the purpose I’ve been sent for.” 
If you don’t arise and get with God in a solitary place, you don’t even know where you’re assigned and when you’re sent. And when you don’t know your assignment and your sent reason, you don’t have an opportunity for impact. He gained God’s perspective and God’s direction for His day. He lived assigned, and He lived sent, and it’s how He had maximum impact in the earth everywhere He went. 
Now let me break down some stigmas about prayer. Make an appointment, but devote that appointment to God—whether it’s five minutes or it’s 55 minutes. If it’s not been normal for you to sit in silence and worship for five or 10 minutes, start with 10 minutes. 
Don’t feel like because you weren’t there one hour and 10 minutes, then it wasn’t any good and it didn’t work. No, you start there and you stay devoted to that 10-minute appointment. Don’t be broken by stigmas that you gotta lay in the floor sideways, cover yourself up, lights gotta be off, or you can’t have jewelry on. You gotta do it for one hour or whatever else you believe you have to do. No. Just be devoted—intensely devoted. 
You move from seeing and saying by watching God and listening to God to know what to say when it’s time to say it, which carries you to a place of devotion with God’s Word. You have to drive yourself to a place of personal pursuit in prayer, but you also have to pursue a place with God’s Word. The enemy’s first temptation of Jesus was to drive Him to consume something other than God’s Word. The enemy said, “You’re hungry? Make these stones bread.” 
Jesus replied, “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Father.” Ironically enough, if you go back to Genesis 3, the enemy’s first temptation of mankind was to drive him to consume something other than God’s Word. The enemy said, “Are you sure that’s what God said?” Eat of the tree of a different source. 
Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It penetrates even to dividing of the soul and the spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and the attitudes of the heart.” You have to believe that God’s Word is the foundational premise by which Kingdom life is lived. 
Another Kingdom application: there are no other books nor texts that rival God’s word. If you doubt the infallibility of God’s word, then you doubt the God of His word. If you believe there’s anything else other than what’s been canonized in these Scriptures, then you believe God left His Word short. If you believe that, then you believe it is not inerrant and it is not infallible—you believe it is flawed. You have to trust—just like you have to have faith that God exists—that God captured the foundation of the Word He desired. We have to trust that Genesis to Revelation is the Word of God and is the foundation of God’s Kingdom premise. It is not all of what God will say because this will drive you to learning the voice of God so that God can speak to your Spirit and reveal His greater revelation, but this is the foundation by which we draw those things from. 
The Bible says in 2 Timothy 3:15, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (God-breathed). It is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be complete and thoroughly equipped for every good work.” You cannot believe that the Scriptures are not complete and believe that you can be. You have to accept it both constitutionally and inspirationally. It is the founding documents that provide scope, reason, and direction for the basis of our Kingdom’s function and livelihood. This is the constitution of our nation. That’s the constitutional aspect of the Scriptures that you have to embrace. 
But you also have to embrace it inspirationally. It is the living and working Word of God that will grow you and shape you and direct you to the greater voice of God through His Spirit. And so there needs to be meditation upon God’s word. Meditation means focused thinking. It means I’ll read it, and I don’t read it to get done. I read it to reveal. read it to release. 
When reading it, I open myself up to the Spirit of God that in that moment, He’s created the foundation of His word in me so now the Spirit can take it and make it come alive and begin to breathe revelation into my life that’s not just written in these pages but it’s hidden in them. It’s the living, breathing word of God. And you have to meditate on it because it is activated by the Holy Spirit. 
Remember I said a minute ago in 2 Timothy that all Scripture is inspired. That means that all Scripture is God-breathed. It means that men who penned the letters that were captured and canonized in our Scripture were literally guided by the Spirit of God to write what God desired. 
To understand that, if it was inspired to be written, it has to be inspired to be read. If the men of God that wrote it had to have the influence of the Holy Spirit to write it, then you have to have the influence of the Holy Spirit to read. 
If you do it with agenda and you don’t do it by presence, then you’re simply reading a historical reference and not a living Word. It’s the Holy Spirit who makes it come alive. It’s simply just a moral compass if you never allow the Holy Spirit to get a hold of it and let it speak. 
 Let me break down some of the stigmas on reading the Scriptures. I want to simplify the responsibility of reading God’s Word because many of you have probably began the year thinking or saying, “I’m going to read the Bible through in six months or a year.” That means you’ll have like 24 chapters a day to read. If that’s your grace space, run with it. 
But remember I told you in the beginning that you have to find your grace? You have to find your grace in everything, even in how you approach the Word of God. And if it’s just a chapter a day, I’m going to devote myself to reading it and allowing the Holy Spirit to get a hold of it. I’m going to give time—not to just sit there and skim through and make sure I get done, but I’m going to sit there and I’m going to open myself up so as I read, God talks and that He draws me into it. 
This is so important because there are so many things that are captured in Scripture. There’s a historical reference, a written cultural principle, a timeless Kingdom principle, and then there’s the application of how God wants to apply it to your life personally today. 
You need to simplify the responsibility. I grew up in a church where they would give a gift at the end of the year for whoever read through the Bible x amount of times. And I’m sitting here thinking back on it now like, “Okay, .you read it through six times last year, but what do you know about?” 
Now, I do believe that as we ingest that we do retain some of that, but what’s God saying?! It’s not just that we read to have the information and the context of when it was written if God’s not presently saying something. God is not dead. He is alive. So, what is God saying now? 
The reason that we find ourselves where we find ourselves in America is that people have not allowed themselves to meditate in the presence of God to find out what’s God saying now. So, I’m trying to drive you to a place that you sense heaven and earth simultaneously so that you can see what’s going on in the earth but know what heaven thinks about it. so that we can see where we’re going and not be stuck on where we’ve been. 
 We have to give God room to speak. Give Him a chapter. Give Him half a chapter. Give Him three verses. Whatever! But don’t get stuck in a sacred cow of, “I have to get through the whole book of Matthew this week.” For what? It’s not a race. It’s a reveal. And watch: you will spend the rest of your life—I’m not talking about your earthly life—you’ll spend the rest of your eternal life revealing the omniscience of God. 
Why are you in a hurry? I want to know what He’s saying. This thing is a treasure hunt. It’s the manner of God to conceal things and to the glory of man to reveal them. 
If you want to know where to read in the Bible, there’s practical ways and spiritual ways. If you need counsel, there’s places in Scripture you can go for counsel. If you want to learn personal application about simply how to have the right attitude of Christ, there’s places to go. If you want to know how to be a great leader in the body of Christ, there’s places to go. 
And the most important thing is that in the same way that you give the Holy Spirit access to let you read it, let the Holy Spirit guide you to where He wants to take you. You don’t have to read in order from Genesis, Exodus, etc. You might read Genesis then jump on and read 2 Timothy and come back in and be in Nehemiah for about three or four weeks. Who knows!? God’s just trying to guide you. It’s all His word. Just make sure you make that personal devotion appointment to be there. 
Person 1: I know we’re going through this COVID thing, so I was wondering if this is part of God’s judgment? Because I don’t want to think that if it’s not something from God. I’m just trying to wrap my head around all of it.
Pastor: So, nothing is absent from the knowing and the hand of God. Do I want to say it’s God’s judgment? I think that to some degree, God has permitted some justification or some judgment through it. I do not believe that God has sent it. I believe that God’s using it. 
More importantly, what I believe God’s using it for is a separation. It’s a stirring. When you go through the winter season and the ground gets hard and cracked and the nutrients are way down deep, it’s not good for planting. 
You have to come in the spring and turn that ground over. We don’t really think about that contextually with our lives that ground being tilled. But the truth is that in order for that ground to be turned over, something has to hurt. Something’s gotta break like roots. There’s hard ground that’s got to be dug up and turned over. Things that were on the top have to be turned to the bottom and things that were on the bottom have to be turned to the top. It sounds a lot like the Scripture that says those that will be last will be first and those that are first will be last. 
I believe that is the depth of what God is doing because I believe we’re coming to a seed season that will lead to a harvest. At some point, hard ground had to be broken up. And to be quite honest, the church has been hard ground for a long time. I think that’s more about what it’s about. I do believe in God’s judgement and God’s wrath, which are both real. For those who would accept the salvation of the Lord, they were spared from those things. I believe that God’s drawing a line in the sand and saying, “Where are you going to stand? Which side are you on? Are you for me or against me?” 
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Introduction: 

This core information in the first four chapters becomes very important because I want you to be confident in who you are and what you believe so that you will have some groundwork to work with when we begin to really take on ownership of discipling people. 

We’ve talked a lot about foundational stuff (salvation, repentance, faith, baptism, Holy Spirit, personal devotion, prayer life, searching out God’s word, intimacy with God, etc.). Everything we’ve dealt with to this point has been the individual being reclaimed to the Father, being reestablished as a son, and then beginning to focus on personal, spiritual maturity and development. 

This last chapter in this foundational teaching begins to shift things from inside to outside. From the establishment of the Kingdom within us and us within the Kingdom (that redemption and realignment), to the next responsibility of the believer, which is to engage in a life of living beyond yourself. 

Living a Life Outside of Yourself: We have to begin to shift our thinking. This is an important transition because it’s the transition that many believers never make. They accept Christ’s payments for their life because they like to get out of jail, the guilt-free feeling, and they like the fact that Christ and the Holy Spirit can help them to feel empowered, feel strong, and feel His comfort and guidance when they’re weak and confused. This is internal stuff, but the transition that the believer hardly ever makes is to stop being inward-focused to being outward-focused. That’s the only way that we really begin to function in the true image of God—is when we shift from being self-focused and self-sufficient to being outward-focused and outward-giving. 

I want to talk about four core things that become focal areas when you begin to live a life beyond yourself: connection, serving, giving, and worship. 

Worship:  Let’s begin to establish ourselves in a place called worship. In John 4, Jesus begins to have  a conversation with a Samaritan woman. He begins to really dig deep in her life, reads her mail, and they get into a conversation about expectation and worship. 

Jesus begins to communicate with her some truth. She was saying to Jesus that her people worship on the mountains and that the Jews worship in Jerusalem. Jesus responded by telling her that the Father seeks a true worshipper and that a true worshiper worships in spirit and in truth. 

So one of the things we come to understand is that Jesus gives us insight about what the core of real worship looks like and that is “spirit” and “truth”. Jesus said that the hour has come and now is where the true worshipper will worship in John 4. 

Now let me back up and ask you a review question: Jesus was present on earth to do what? To receive the Holy Spirit back into man. So, now that we have that established in our understanding, what comes to mind when I say the word worship? Lifting your hands and singing. Before Jesus had ever arrived on the scene, was man able to do those things (lift their hands, sing, dance, praise, shout, play the instruments, etc.)? Yes. That’s interesting to me. If that’s what real worship is, why would Jesus then come along and say something different? The Samaritan woman was trying to say, “Hey, we’ve been doing that. Our people have been worshiping on the mountains, lifting their hands, and praising.” 

And then she says, “And the Jews say in Jerusalem is where it has to happen.” Jesus responds and says, “The hour has come and now is where you won’t worship the Father in the mountain or in Jerusalem. You’ll worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” Now we begin to have to really lock in and ask the question again and somewhat repent and ask, “What is worship?” I’m called to worship. Everyone of us are worshippers.” 

If worship was only about the loud voices and the lifted hands, then why did Jesus say that the hour was at hand when the true worship will happen? Because it was only until that moment of Jesus’s arrival in the earth that man could be true to himself and God because Jesus brought the Holy Spirit. What does the Holy Spirit dwelling in man give man the possibility of doing? 

Person 1: Speak to the Father. 

Person 2: For their spirit man to be the image of God.

Pastor: To be the image of God. The Holy Spirit was given to man to be the image of God, so it’s only through the Holy Spirit that man can live out his full assignment in the earth. This means being His image, His likeness, and being a picture and representation of the unseen God in the earth. 
 
You know, one of the greatest forms of flattery is imitation, isn’t that interesting? That’s exactly what worship is all about: living to imitate Christ in the earth. Fulfilling the very thing God created humanity to do. So, your greatest worship of God and what true worship is fulfilling the very reason He created you. 

When you begin to understand that, I think we really have to back up and ask the question, “Who is really worshipping God?” because anybody can shout loud. It costs you very little (maybe your dignity and your pride) to lift your hands. It costs you very little to shout loud. It may cost you a tad bit more to step out of the aisle and dance a little bit. But it costs you your life to be the image of God.

You ought to be the living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, is your reasonable service (or in some translations, your spiritual act of worship). That’s what the Bible says in Romans 12:1. 

Your greatest worship of God is fulfilling the very reason that He created you. Adam worshipped, but Adam worshipped not in the context of how the church has classified worship. If you search out Genesis 1-2, tell where Adam lifted his hands, sang, danced, twirled, foamed at the mouth, shouted, spoke in tongues, and ran all over the place? You won’t find it. 

Now, don’t mistake me. I’m going to get back to all of those because I’m not knocking that either. But if that is what worship is, then Adam, for a moment of time, lived in the presence of God in perfection as a holy man and yet Scripture doesn’t show Adam’s life in the garden was solely him walking around with his hands raised. 

How do you get plants to grow when you’re constantly bowed down on your knees? How are you intimate with your wife to be fruitful if all you’re ever doing is laying on your back with your arms outstretched and face upward towards heaven? How are you ever able to use your voice to begin to command things the way that God commanded them or use your hands to shape things the way that God shaped them if you’re constantly shouting with lifting hands? I know that sounds sacreligious to some of you, but we really have to think about this. 

We have no point of reference whatsoever that Adam spent his days in that type of function, but yet, do you believe that Adam worshipped God? What Adam did was function as the very image of God in the earth allowing the unseen God to be seen by the earth. 

That's why Adam is called the first Adam and when Jesus came along, Jesus was called the last Adam. Was Jesus not the very image of the Father made manifest in the flesh in the earth? Well, if He was the last Adam, that’s because there was a first one. There had to be another man that at some point looked like God, too, in the flesh. 

That’s exactly what Jesus came to do: He came to be the last Adam so that humanity through the likeness of Adam could become as God again to function as God in the earth to be the unseen God in the seen realm of the earth. 

The word “worship” at its core means to bow. The translation of it means to make all necessary physical gestures of obedience, which is reverence, and awe, and honor, and submission. Then you would say, “Well, Pastor Jason, you just said worship means bow. How do you tell me that it’s about being the image of God and being fruitful and multiplying?” Because you have to understand and unlock Scripture the way that God declares it and speaks it. It says that at its core, to make all necessary gestures of obedience, of honor, of reverence, of submission. 

How did Jesus tell us that we can show Him love? By being obedient. “If you love Me, keep my commands.” So, our greatest worship is obedience. And so before God ever gave a command to a man to lift his hands, dance, or twirl, what did He command man to do? Be obedient. Be His image. Be fruitful. Multiply. Fill the earth. Subdue it. Have dominion. Be the literal picture of Me in the earth. 

Let me tell you something: don’t come in church being all self-righteous, lifting your hands, and running a muck if you’re not being obedient outside of the church. Allow your adoration in this public setting to be that because you are bowed in your gestures and physical posture before God in your everyday life. We are to be at work worshipping God seven days a week, and our opportunity to come in church corporately to be together is actually our rest period from that kind of worship. It’s the Sabbath. It’s our rest period from being the image of God in the earth. Now, we have an opportunity to come together as a body in the presence and glory of God, and then man can’t help but lift His hands, shout, clap His hands, and move His feet. Let me segway a little bit and bring some clarity because I don’t want to discount the action of our praise and our worship. There are two parts to flesh out what we call worship. 

That first part of that two-part deal is what I just explained: it’s a worship response in the earth, which is you being the image of God in the earth and bringing the unseen God to reality in the earth. We are the only creative beings that are both spirit and flesh, and so we touch two realms simultaneously. Well, if we touch two realms simultaneously, it means you have dual responsibility at all times: you have a response in the earth and a response in the spirit. 

The second part is our worship response to heaven and to our King. This is where the expression of adoration begins to get involved. 

In Luke 19, I shared about making a sound and that the closer Jesus got, the louder the sound was. And they were begging Jesus to tell His disciples to hush. Jesus said, “If my disciples hush, simply by who I am and by my nature alone, something will have to cry out and worship Me. So, if they don’t do it, the rocks will because something will cry out, shout, adore, and honor the King.” 

We can’t forsake or mistake that. Worship is the environment of our King and His nature demands it. So, the worship response to heaven (that adoration) is also necessary. Isaiah 6 says, “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one cried to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!’ And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.” 

He is due and worthy of our praise, celebration, dance, clap, shout, bowing, and all of these types of things. In order for us to maximize the optimal of God, first, we better create His optimal environment. In order for us to be maximized in the earth and for us to be able to maximize our impact in the earth, we have to worship God in the earth through the creative nature through how we created to be, expressing God in the earth. 

Secondly, we turn our attention in the spirit and posture ourselves before God in adoration because a King is due His glory. So, we can’t forsake either one. We can’t forsake the assembling of ourselves together with an opportunity to corporately cry out and edify His name. Worship (in the form of praise, adoration, celebration, and honor) guarantees His place in your life. If you can’t worship God in this way that I’m about to give you some Scriptural examples of, then you can’t create the environment that God dwells in. You can’t worship God the way you want. If you can’t worship Him, you can’t contain Him. Your worship both crowns Him and seats Him. And His throne is the indication of His authority and rulership. When you give God His adoration, you put self aside (self-exaltation, self-adoration, self-focus, dignity, and pride) and you crown Him Lord of all. The Bible says that He dwells and inhabits in that place. He sits. He makes His throne in that place. And when He makes His throne, the beauty of that means that you’ve given God authority in your life. You’ve made God “King”. 

He has commands. This principle is evident in many places. You can go to 2 Samuel 6. Everybody knows who King David is, right? David was a twirler, dancer, singer, and a songwriter. I don’t think there was anyone who can compete  with the biblical evidence we have of the way David presented himself before God. David was bad-to-the-bone. 

But you know what? David, at one point, tried to approach God in his style of worship, and God wouldn’t accept it. The Bible tells us that the Philistines had the ark of the covenant, and it had rested with them. And David was trying to restore order and righteousness and presence to Israel. 

So he said, “Listen, we’re going to go get the ark of the covenant. It’s the presence of God.” In the Old Testament, it’s the place where God dwells. So, David goes and carries his crew, and he said, “We’re going to worship God this new way. I’m going to do it my way— the way I’m comfortable doing it.” 

The Bible says that as they began to bring the presence of the Lord on a new cart that one of the oxen slipped and that one of his servant’s reached out to stabilize the presence of God and was killed instantly. Now, let me just challenge you for a minute. Sometimes I don’t understand why God doesn’t still do things the way He used to do them because I believe we’d get our act right if folks started dying because we weren’t worshiping the way that God required. 

If you came in God’s house on Sunday, and it took three songs on Sunday for you to get riled up, we’d have dead bodies laying everywhere in here. 

We have to prime the pump just to get somebody to lift a hand. You know why? Because “I ain’t feeling it yet. I didn’t sleep good last night. I’m mad because my husband frustrated me minutes before we got here. I’m not in the mood. I had a bad week at work. I’m not going to lift my hands today. Bump that. God knows I love Him. He knows my heart.” 

But the Bible tells me that He called David a man after his own heart, and yet He struck a man dead because David tried to worship God his own way. David changed his tune and said, “Let me get my act together.” He set that thing down, he backed up, and he said, “We’re going to go back in and do it God’s way.” If you go in Genesis 4, you got these fellas named Cain and Abel. There was a conflict between God and Cain, and that’s why Cain killed Abel. Do you know why God chastised Cain for killing Abel? Because God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and not Cain’s sacrifice. Abel brought it the way God desired, and Cain did not. 

And we think we can approach God and worship God with our own attitude, our own way, and with our own level of comfort. We say, “Well, that just ain’t me. I just don’t lift my hands that way. I wasn’t raised that way.” You were created that way. You may say, “Well, I don’t shout. I’m not really an out loud, boisterous person.” 

Let me find out what Psalm 149 says. “Praise the Lord.” Do what? “Praise the Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song…”. So there’s already two things you’re commanded to do: praise and sing. 

Watch what it says next: “and praise in the assembly of the saints…”. That means that you can’t just be a car worshipper… Right there, He’s telling you on Sunday morning that you better come jacked. There’s never a Sunday you can take off. You can get mad at me if you want to. I’m just telling you God’s Word. 

The Bible continues with the phrase, “let Israel”. Who is Israel? We are—the Church. “Let Israel rejoice.” Now, we gotta rejoice. We haven’t made it through two Scriptures yet, and everybody is commanded to sing, praise, and rejoice. “Let the children of Zion…” now, we’re crossing all ages! “Let them praise His name with the dance.” Oh, now we’re making everybody uncomfortable. I just want to make sure y’all are reading the same Bible that I am. 

“Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and the harp...” We have dancers and instruments! “for the Lord takes pleasure in His people. 

“He will beautify the humble with salvation. Let the saints be joyful in glory.” Oh, that means you can’t come in with a bad attitude and do it. I’m just messing y’all all up. “Let them sing aloud. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and the two-edged sword in their hand to execute vengeance on the nations and punishments on the people to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fedders of iron to execute on them written judgment. This honor have all the saints…” 

Look at what it’s relating your praise to. It’s telling you that your ability to sing, dance, play an instrument, clap, shout, rejoice, and be joyful all of a sudden in the hands of God becomes glorification and edification yet in the face of the enemy it becomes a weapon! Do you know what we do? We use our mouths to shout at people when we should be using our mouths to shout at God! If we shout at God, it will challenge the people. If we’ll worship the King, we’ll do damage the enemy’s camp. It changes the whole perspective. 

And we come into church acting like we have everything right in our life, like “I don’t have anything wrong. Everybody’s saved. Everybody’s doing well. Everybody’s healthy. Nothing’s attacking me. I’m just doing fan-flippin’-tastic.” 

Because of this attitude, we come into church with hands in pocket, bored, apathetic facial expression, and weakly say, “Thank you God.” I’ve told people that once I really understood in my spirit what freedom was, I couldn’t help but lift my hands. Once I really understood what being free from my guilt was and that I no longer had to outrun myself, that alone was enough for me to begin to edify and praise the name of the Lord. 

I’ve told people forever and ever that there’s so many levels of God to explore and reveal, but I can’t seem to ever find myself past the ground floor of grace and mercy. By grace and mercy alone I’ll shout and jump, and at 42 years old, I’ll out jump all of you. 

Do you know why? Because I know that He’s been at work in my life, but I also know that had He never done anything, I understand what it means to honor a King. If you go and read in Deuteronomy 16, it tells you that you never approach the Lord empty handed—ever! 

Go to Psalm 150. It says, “Praise the Lord, praise God in His sanctuary.” Where’s that? It is inside of us, but it is also in the physical assembly of the saints in a church building. “Praise Him in His mighty firmament. Praise Him for His mighty acts. Praise Him according to His excellent greatness. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise Him with the lute and the harp. Praise Him with the timbrel and the dance. Praise Him with the stringed instruments and the flutes. Praise Him with loud cymbals. Praise Him with clashing cymbals. Let everything that has the ability to draw breath praise the Lord.” 

Now, nobody in the world has an excuse anymore. I ought to hear the loudest shout on Sunday that I’ve ever heard. 

To review, we have a two-part manifestation of our worship: our response in worship to the earth, which is to be the image of God (to be everything He created us to be), and our response in worship to the heavenlies or the spirit realm, which is to edify and honor our King. We can’t neglect either one and call ourselves a worshiper. If you serve God 99.9% of the time, you don’t serve God. So, if I’m just functioning in one part, then I’m not a worshiper. 

Connection: Let me move on to this thing called connection. From the time of salvation, the repenting and resetting of your life starts a process of reordering your focus of living. Humanity is lost in this mode of living that focuses on the outside when we were built to live from the inside out. Spiritually speaking, the way that happens is that we were built to live Spirit-led and allow our spirit to determine what we sense. 

And when the Spirit was deceived from man in Genesis, what began to happen is a reversal and a perversion of the way man functioned, and man no longer allowed their senses to be shaped by their spirit, but they allowed their spirit to be shaped by their senses. All of a sudden, man went from living inside out to outside in. It was a great strategy of the enemy. 

Practically speaking, when we live minus the will of God, we live for ourselves. Our approach is to make all things about us—self-centered. But under the influence of God’s Spirit, that changes to living beyond yourself. 

Let’s think about this is in regards to Adam. Everything flowed out of His influence to the earth. Before he was deceived, everything came out of Adam. If you go to Genesis 1 and 2, God said to be fruitful, which means to birth something from the inside of you to the outside of you. God said multiply, which means to replicate yourself from your seed. Everything is coming from the inside out. God said to fill the earth (populate), subdue the earth, and lead the earth; do it from the inside out. Do it from your spirit. Do it from your creative nature. Do it from your abilities and your gifts. 

If you read on, the Bible says that the seed of everything was in the earth but God did not allow it to grow because there was not a man to till the ground. It was waiting on what would come out of man. Then God created the animals, and He brought the animals to the man to see what he would call them. The shaping of the earth came out of Adam. God did the same thing with humanity. God formed the woman, and then brought the woman to the man to find out what he would call her. And so everything in the earth has been set up to function from humanity living from the inside out. 

It’s why you fast forward in the New Testament and the Bible tells us that all of creation is awaiting the revealing of the sons of God. All of creation cannot live its reason until you get in line with yours because it was built and ordered to submit to you. It’s waiting on you to live inside out, yet you’ve been looking at creation and trying to live. Now, we have what’s called the blind leading the blind or the sheep without a shepherd because you were built to live from the inside out into the earth—to give out of yourself and to let everything flow out of yourself, not keep it in., It was meant to be poured in to live out. 

Then, God made Adam and then He made him a comparable helper. And that comparable understanding is that in their individuality and their function and their assignment, they work together to form a better picture of a self-sufficient God. And so understanding that the “two shall become one flesh to function in the earth” means me living from the inside out and you living from the inside out so when we come together being Spirit-led in what God has deposited in us, we give a better representation together of who God is than we ever could alone. That was the whole idea of a comparable helper. 

You do understand that God gave man a portion and part of Himself to be His image and likeness. He gave man the ability to think and function as He did (not in His fullness because we’re not omni) but He gave each of us a portion. But what’s beautiful about that is that God created limitations in myself, so I could not be as God. If I were able to be a self-sufficient one, call myself, by definition, God. 

So what God did is He said, “I’m going to put a portion of Myself in you so that when you live by my Spirit from the inside out and express what I’ve put in you, and I’ve put another portion of Myself in another, that when you come together, you’re the Omni.” 

You see that because the one thing that man doesn’t have the ability to do is be a creator. Man can imagine,  we candream, we can see vision, we can have faith, and we can even do incredible things and we can produce incredible things from our faith and our vision. if that weren’t the case, the tower of Babel never would’ve frustrated God because God said they would’ve done everything they put their minds to, so we have some super-level power and ability from what God has seated in us. 

But when a man and a woman come together and they live from the inside out, they have the ability to create! When God said, “the two shall become one flesh to function in the earth,” this wasn’t just a statement of marriage—it was the establishment of the Body of Christ! You have to look beyond just a man and a woman coming together right there. He established the importance and vitality of the body of Christ being together. He created a principle in that moment that says, “you can do very little, but together as you come together as the Body, you can do more than you ever imagined.” And in that, the two shall become one. Two individual members forming one in the same body. As two come together, or four, or as 204—we become one Body or one flesh.
 What Body or flesh is that? It’s Christ. It’s the image of God in the earth. 

Let’s go to Romans 12:1-13, which says, “I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you would present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.” Right there, he establishes inside-out living. So, if you will present yourself living inside out to being the image and the likeness of God, “which is your reasonable service, and do not be conformed to the ways of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is the good, acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say, through grace given to me to everyone who is among you not to think more highly of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” 

Let me stop here for a minute. “Not to think of himself more highly than he ought”. Listen to me, you can no longer think outside in, being self-centered because the individual is never exalted over the body. The individual will never be more important than the Body. Why? Because of the second part of that verse which says to be sober, which means to have balanced-thinking—get your head on straight—for God has given each alike a measure of faith. 

Why can I not esteem myself higher than the other? Because the individual is not greater than the Body. Why? Because no individual is higher than another individual for each has been dealt a measure of faith—a measure of the likeness of God. Although an individual carries a portion of God, the Body presents Him as a whole. So, we each carry that portion that’s just as vital and valuable as the other. We can’t discount anybody else. We can’t shut off from anybody else and think that “I’m it. I’ve got to get it from me. I’ve got to get mine. It’s all about me. I’m self-righteous” because you’re never bigger than the Body. I don’t care what mama and daddy told you about yourself. You’ll never be bigger than the next person because they carry a portion of God that you don’t. 

If I’m going to be vital and useful, then I can’t retreat from the Body. I can’t disconnect from the Body, I can’t isolate because I’m not any better or any bigger than anybody. I have to thrust myself into the Body so in it, I become the multiplied grace of God. 

Let’s continue on in the Word, which says,  “For as we have many members in one body…” 

Remember that with Adam and Eve? Because that’s what it’s talking about. I told you that Adam and Eve’s union wasn’t just a marriage; it was an establishment of the Body of Christ. “For we have many members in one body, but all members do not have the same function.” 

Remember, He created Adam and then He said, “Mmmm, this isn’t good because you can’t do it all by yourself. You got something, but that something really is no good without somebody else’s something.” That’s what He said, right? So, God had to make another part of the body and put them together. And only then did God step back and say, “That’s good.” Go read it for yourself. Verses five through thirteen say, “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.” 

All of a sudden, you get a mouthful of living inside out, right? What he says is that you cannot forsake your gift. You have to go back to what we talked about being worship because in order for you to be valuable to the Body, you have to be a true worshipper. 

What’s a true worshipper? Someone who’s obedient and doing what you’re built to do. You can’t be valuable to the Body unless you are doing what you are built to do because it says don’t forsake what’s in you. So from the moment humanity had the opportunity for salvation and the reception of the Holy Spirit, all of a sudden you begin to see what took place in Genesis 2. 

Now, let’s go to Acts 2. It’s funny because in Genesis 2 was the beginning of the church, and the church fell apart. Acts 2 became the beginning of the church again. Watch what happens. You spend Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in a process of salvation, right? Aren’t we being called to Christ at that point so that as we follow Him, we’re saved, right? We have Christ. We’re drawn to Christ through the Gospels. As you exit the Gospels, Jesus is dying, resurrecting, and then He’s in limbo between this time period on the earth where He’s telling them, “Listen, here’s the Spirit I’m breathing in you that makes you saved.” 

Then He says, “If you wait a few days and you’ll gather together, there’s going to be something that falls from heaven—a promise from heaven that will empower you. My Spirit that was breathed into you realigns you and brings back God’s image. My anointing brings back God’s likeness. And once you’re again image and likeness, then I can make two becoming one flesh.” 

We see that the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts 1) are moving from image and likeness to two becoming one flesh again in Acts 2. Acts 2:42,44-47. The church begins essentially. You have this outpouring. The likeness of God is poured out upon the church and the earth. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” What’s fellowship? Being together. All of a sudden now you start to see two becoming one. “Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 

The first thing that happens once God reestablishes the identity of humanity is the same thing He did in Genesis 2 after He established Adam and He said, “But you can’t do it alone. I gotta bring somebody else and connect you with them.” Listen, God is all about His purpose. What He started in Genesis, He will finish throughout Revelation, and we’ll find ourselves right back in Genesis. He will not subvert His order. He doesn’t break His promises. He doesn’t change His plans. So, the way He began is the way  He’s going to end because He’s the Alpha and the Omega, He’s the beginning and the end, He’s the same forever more.

He built man and established the Body in Genesis 1 and 2, and then He rebuilt man man in the Gospels and Acts 1 and established the Body again in Acts 2. AND SO HERE’S WHAT I NEED YOU TO KNOW FOR A MINUTE: YOU NEED THE CHURCH! I don’t care what they’ve tried to tell you throughout 2020. I realize that some people can’t be here right now, some people aren’t comfortable, but all in all, the narrative has been changed to try to create isolation in the Body. Don’t be fooled for a minute that what took place in 2020 was not something trying to separate the Body. The enemy knows. He did it in Genesis 3. He tried to separate the Body. And he did it again in 2020. He’s trying to find ways to disconnect the Body because when we come together as one is where things begin to happen. 

You need the church! You need each other! You can’t forsake that. You need that connection, fellowship, and relationship. Fellowship, relationship, and connectivity are all vital to any type of development and success in the Kingdom. 

Why? You can’t change a creative order. Could man give birth when it was just Adam? God placed a demand on his life (be fruitful and multiply), and yet in that moment, as he stood alone, he could not fulfill the assignment of heaven. So, we have to get out of this hogwash that we can fulfill our assignment without the Body. Why? Because if you don’t hear anything else then understand this: the Kingdom transacts relationally! Where did man come from to begin with? Out of God. There was a relationship. Man’s first breath took place because of relationship. Man’s first opportunity took place because of relationship. Man’s first increase, job, date, child, and man’s first everything came out of relationship. Think about everything you’ve ever done in your life. Everything you’ve ever learned, every opportunity—none of that was accessed on your own. Listen, a lot of people will tell you that they’re self-made millionaires. No, they’re not. Somebody had to buy their product. Somebody had to give them their first opportunity. Don’t be fooled. That’s language of the enemy. Every door that’s been available to you was opened by somebody. You didn’t even come to Christ alone. Somebody had to tell you at some point. It might’ve been a preacher, a momma, a friend, or some guy with a track at Walmart, but somebody had to tell you. So one of the most foolish things that we can hear and one of the most foolish things I ever hear is that I can serve God and not have to be in a church. You are lying through your front tooth. You are deceived! It’s the most ignorant statement if you have any understanding of the word of God. 

You might be able to believe that there is a God without going to church and without being connected to the Body, but you cannot properly serve God without going to church and being a part of the Body. And I hear it all the time: “Well, I can serve God. I don’t have to be in a church service.” Yes you do! How do you have a head with no body and a body with no head? Anybody want to tell me how that functions? You can’t serve God and you can’t serve the head without being the Body. It just doesn't work. Prove me wrong. You’ll show me absolutely nowhere in the New Testament where any personal development, any success, any cultural movement, or anything is done separate from the Church. 

As a matter of fact, every single solitary word that is spoken or written in the New Testament is being done through or in the Church. I’m going to ask you—what Bible are you reading? The enemy will continue to play his old tricks to encourage self-sufficiency and isolation from the Body. In the same way that God functions and never changes, so does the enemy. And the enemy doesn’t know what to do, so he has to watch what God does and do the exact opposite. 

So, if God brought a man and a woman and put the Body together and He said “I have two comparable helpers that I’m bringing together to make one flesh”, the enemy is just trying to tear it apart. He’s not smart enough. He has no access to right knowledge, so he doesn’t even have the ability to formulate anything that’s good, and so he has to watch what’s done well and then pervert it. He’s that flipping stupid!

That self-will fights God’s will, and isolation brings destruction. A quick thought: how was the serpent able to convince Eve to change her focus? She was isolated. You have no reference whatsoever that while she was having a conversation with the enemy that Adam was present. He wasn’t present until she stepped away from the enemy to partake of the tree. He caught her in isolation. He caught her disconnected from the Body. And here we are, we’ll celebrate it: “Ah, I can serve God. I can be a Christian. I don’t need the Body/the church.” You’re lying in your own waste. Isolation and a disillusionment of the Body is the enemy’s great strategy to hinder the most important assignment of man in the earth: to be fruitful, to multiply, to fill the earth, and to subdue it. And as the Great Commission and the New Testament puts it, to go and make disciples in every nation. It’s the same thing. How do you make disciples in disconnection from the Body? How do you birth and raise children without togetherness, without intimacy, and without relationship? 

Being connected to the Body provides accountability, edification, encouragement, strength, and activation. Do you know that when God put man in the earth—and He pointed him to the Garden of Eden— that man knew that he had a gift to call fruit out of the earth through the power of the Holy Spirit? Do you know that man standing alone by himself understood that he had a gift to call the animals what their name will be and how they will function? Or when God shaped the woman and brought the woman to man, he knew what he could call her and tell her how to function? 

So, follow me for a minute. There are some gifts that God has distributed to your life that you may have some awareness of just by your personal time with Him. 

I’m going to make this a little rated R for a minute by this example. Do you know that man did not know he had a seed in him nor how to get it out until he was brought together with the body? Do ability to expel a seed? Do you know that it was not even demanded or called forth until he had intimacy with the body? So, there are gifts inside of you that you don’t even know have the ability to be activated and never will be until you come together with the Body and a demand is placed on those gifts in order for that thing to come out that you didn’t even know was in there. 

We’re walking around partial because “I know what my gift is. I’ve been with God.” but you don’t know half of what you have the ability to do because you really don’t have the ability to be the full example of God until you come together with the Body and the Body makes a demand on your gift. 

Can I be rated R again? Do you know that God chastised a man named Onan in the Bible because he spilled his seed by himself? Man took his gift that was supposed to be used for the Body and handled it with his own hands. The Body brings so much to your life that you don’t even recognize until you’re connected to it and a demand is placed on it. 

You need the Body just for you to be all of who you can be. You need the Body just to know all of what you have the possibility to be. Some gifts of your life won’t even wake up until you’ve got somebody that sees them in you and starts calling them out. But we’re satisfied with “I’m gone believe God. I don’t need the church.” You stupid as a football bat. And that’s essentially how you’ll act, like a football bat: out of order, out of place, and having no fruit. So, He said, “Be fruitful. Go and make disciples in all the nations. You can’t make disciples disconnected from the Body.” You begin to bring in the relationship of Romans 12 to where you begin to see the individual gifts and responsibilities. Because you have a gift, you have a responsibility to the Body. You have to learn to live inside out to know that the gift that you’ve been given is not for you. It’s not for you to hold reserved, hostage, and underdeveloped. It frustrates me that you’re keeping a portion of God from me that I may never get unless you express it. How dare you withhold God from me? 

He’s given you a grace and a measure that I don’t have. And He meant for that to be expressed in the coming together of the Body. Then, you can look over in 1 Corinthians 12-14 to see more explanation about the gifts. You can go read in Galatians 5:22-23 about the fruits of the Spirit. You can start seeing the potential in the gifts and the fruits of the Spirit. 

Really what I want to call you to in this moment is Ephesians 4. In Ephesians 4:1-13, it says, “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called….”, which means I have no choice. I’m being demanded to live from the inside out. “With all lowliness and gentleness,” remember, I don’t think of myself more highly than I ought, not esteeming myself above anybody because I’m not bigger than the Body. 

Continuing on. It says, “With longsuffering, bearing with one another in love…” That means sticking to church even when you’re mad. That means staying in the Body even when you get hurt. You may have gotten hurt there, but it’s also where you’re going to heal. “...endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit”...There are how many bodies? One. And there’s how many Spirits? One. So, there’s not just Pastor Jasons. This is why your personal relationship, your personal accountability to holiness, to self-discipline, and to personal devotion with God becomes important because you hold more than just yourself. You’re accountable to more than just yourself.

“...just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” I was there last chapter. You have your own unique grace.

Verses 8-11 say, “Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men. (Now, this “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,...” That’s the offices of the ministry. Let me properly clarify. We have really misinterpreted and called those people ministers when in fact, they are the office of the ministry. Not everybody because it says some—not everybody is called to an office of the ministry. It begins to set up the picture of the Body. There is a head. And there is a Body. And it flows from the head down. And you must be connected because the head creates direction, accountability, protection, and activation. 

Why do you need spiritual fathers and spiritual mothers? Why do you need apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers? Because if it were not for the five-fold offices of the ministry established in Ephesians 4:11, you don’t even get to function in who you are. The next part of that verse says, “for the equipping of the saints…” Who are the saints? The people. “for the work of ministry,”...The ministry doesn’t even get done unless the Body is together and it’s aligned in order the same way that it is in the spirit realm.

 “for the edifying of the body of Christ,” So, what we’ve done in the past—at least in my lifetime— is that we’ve taken the work of the ministry and laid it on the yoke of what we’ve called the minister. And we’ve been completely misdefining minister because the man or the woman who stands on the stage (whoever they are: the apostle, the prophet, the pastor, etc.) are not the minister. They are the presiding officers. They are the fathers. They are the head that distributes, raises up, and equips the ministers for the work of the ministry. 

We’ve made the work of the ministry from the platform. The work of the ministry is from the seats. The work of the seats is out the doors. This is not what most people want to hear because responsibility just shifted. I’m going to get a lot of flack for this one, but it’s why I get so frustrated with the process of the way modern Americanized Christianity has gone because we’ve made the ones on the pulpit and the platform responsible for salvation. 

In my personal life and the people who I contact in everyday life outside of my assignment and office in the church with the people who may be a parent of a child on my daughter’s basketball team becomes my responsibility to then create salvation if they don’t have salvation, but as far as my office and the assignment on my life, it’s not my job. My job is to equip you. 

And until we wonder why the church has grown in number but diminished in effectiveness, but it’s because we have not done things according to the order of heaven. It’s why we’re five miles wide yet three inches deep. It’s because we have no one who’s equipped to edify the Body. Isn’t that what it says? “For the edifying of the Body…” which means the building up of the Body—“till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
We’re trying to present to the world the Body as a whole as the full measure of Christ, but it’s like we’re carrying a little three -year-old boy to God and saying, “Here it is! We’re done! I got him birthed. He’s still pooping all over himself, but here you go, God. This is the image of Christ in the earth.” That’s what we’ve done in the global church. We’ve sent a picture of the image of Christ out there with this big ole’ head like a caricature and he’s running around with a droopy, full diaper and a bottle in his mouth because we don’t know how to build the Body up. 

I’ll be honest with y’all. I love Cayden, my youngest son. Cayden is my man. I think he’ll be the brute of the bunch. But he still can’t whoop my tail! And we’re expecting the Body of Christ to whoop on the enemy—How!? 

So you begin to see why I’m begging God as we enter into this discipleship teaching, saying “God, we can put together teaching. I can teach them about right principles of discipleship until I’m blue in the face. I can set them up a model to where we’re actually pairing people together and everyone has a kingdom partner until, but one thing I cannot do is create a fire inside of their heart to burn for discipleship.” 

I’m praying with everything that’s in me that you begin to burn and that you don’t even know how to quench the fire that’s on the inside until you engage yourself in edifying the Body and personally taking the responsibility to grabbing people by the hand and giving yourself also to being discipled and taking people by the hand and raising them up. That is when the Body begins to increase daily. I’m not interested in numbers anymore that don’t have any weight.

 I told my staff: I’m as energized, thankful, and excited as I’ve ever been in the most ridiculous year we’ve ever had because I saw heaven and I see what God is trying to accomplish and I see the Refiner’s fire that has been burning, whittled down, and worked out the impurities. It’s drawing people to a place where there’s something that can burn on the inside of them to work the Kingdom of God. So, if it’s eight like Noah or it’s 12 like Jesus or if it’s 120 in an upper room, we’ll start with people who are burning to grow and edify the Body to be the full picture of Christ in the earth. I’ll stop right here for questions.

Person 1: Will you finish next week?

Pastor: I don’t know. The other two things are serving and giving. The truth of the matter is if you can catch what I said on worship and connection, serving and giving ought not be a problem. I will say this about serving. Jesus, when He called his first disciples off of the boat, He essentially did not tell them who they would ultimately be in their individual assignment. He didn’t tell Peter, “You’re going to be an apostle.” You know why? He didn’t want title seekers. He wanted people who had a servant’s heart. He simply threw out a net saying, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. He said, “As you serve, you’ll reveal.” They didn’t commit to promotion. They didn’t commit to microphone time. They didn’t commit to their face on a billboard. They committed to serving and being fishers. 

Do you know that they didn’t even have an opportunity to even preach with any kind of power and authority until after Jesus was gone? He gave them a little chance here and there to run by a couple houses, pray for some folks, and have a little outreach ministry. He started stirring their gift. But they wouldn’t have even learned how to have their gift stirred unless they first committed to serving in the ministry of being fishers of men. 

None of them woke up that day and said, “You know what, I’m called to preach.” James and John, sitting on the edge of the boat, had no idea they were going to preach. John had no idea he’d write the book of Revelation. Peter has no idea that he’d get up and preach the first message to reach thousands after the day of Pentecost. 

They were just concerned about following Jesus and letting Him develop us because we have a burning desire to be like Him and whatever He does we want to do. We just want reach people and be fishers of men.

And if we can get back to having a heart that says, “I want to be a fisher of men instead of a prophet, an apostle, a pastor, or whatever else,” then we’ll change some things in the earth. Where are the people who will say, “I just want to be a fisher of men. Yeah, I’ll make coffee if it’s going to help somebody hear the word of God. I’ll set up a sign if it’s going to help a guy who’s never been to church before and ends up circling this mall because he can’t find the church door. I’ll put out a sign because  it’s not about me. I don’t think of myself more highly than I ought. I don’t look and things and say, ‘Well, that job isn’t for me.’” You’re never bigger than the Body. And I’m not just talking about serving the local church. 

You have to serve the Kingdom of God. You have to serve God with your life every day. You have to learn to be obedient. If He tells you to go here, do that, and say this, then you have to do it. But, it translates into the house of God. It translates into the service of the ministry. Go back and look at how He ordered the Levites in the Old Testament— paying attention to the assignments and responsibilities He gave them just to prepare the house of God for worship. We wouldn’t give ourselves to that. They spent hours and days doing those things. All just so the glory of God could be manifested and people reached. Where are those people today? That is a short explanation on serving.

Person 1: What are the definitions of “image” and “likeness”?

Pastor: Image is character and likeness is function. So, image is thinking and acting like God and having the nature and character of God. Likeness is the empowerment and functioning like God. 

Person 2: So, when you were talking about worship and you have two responses, the heaven response and the earth response, to get us from going inward to outward, is there a response we need to do first or do we need to do it simultaneously? How is that going to work because  I know we’re not perfect and I know it’s going to be hard to be obedient and do the earthly response, so I’m just not clear.

Pastor: Let me clarify what you’re asking. Are you talking about just living out the image of who He created you to be or are you talking about the expressions of adoration?

Person 2: Going from the transition of your salvation—your inward relationship—to outwardly doing what you are supposed to do. 

Pastor: Let’s break it down into both phases: both you being who you were built to be, and then also the physical expressions of worship to a King. The first goes back to what I just talked about. The people in the book of Acts 2 and even going back to Adam and Eve—the moment they were created, when man was essentially recreated with the salvation of Christ, they were simply just repositioned and reset but didn’t know how to fully function in everything that they were built to do. That only comes through personal devotion and personal surrender to a relationship with God where you’re learning His voice and learning how to be responsive to His voice every day. The Bible says, “The steps of a righteous man are ordered by the Lord,” so He already has your steps ordered but He just has to have you in right position. 

Take this an example: you can be a race car driver all day long but if you don’t show up at the starting line in your race car then you aren’t racing. You have to be in the right position to even run the race. So, He can have your steps ordered but unless you’ve gotten in right position, you can’t walk out those steps. So, that’s where that salvation comes. Now, let me get in my personal devotion and personal surrender to learn the voice of God to begin to reveal because you’re not going to learn everything you’re built to do overnight. It’s a process of revelation. 

The Bible talks about how God likes to hide things and it’s up to the glory of man to search them out and reveal them. And there’s a three-part process to you revealing that: 1) You have to have a personal relationship with God. 2) You have to have that personal devotion where He can speak to you. 3) You have to be connected to the Body because that’s where accountability, relationship and some of that activation comes from. God has given you the voices of spiritual authority that  have gone before you and can call you to that place. Those three things become the things that you have to surrender and submit your life to in order to reveal all of what you were born and built to do. 

And both of them become a response of obedience. Both of them are really acts of surrender and matters of the heart. We’re somehow okay with submitting to God, but have a problem submitting to man. You can’t separate God and who He’s delegated, so you can’t say “I want to serve God, surrender to God, and have Him guide me,” and then reject the man or the woman He’s put you under because that’s how God fleshes Himself on the earth. 

So, God’s given you those authorities in your life to help guide you through that. That’s what I talked about a minute ago about being discipled and discipling. I have to give myself to being discipled. That’s what the disciples did. Then, they could become discipled. 

 As far as the worship and adoration go, the bottom line is when we gain revelation, we become responsible for it. At this point, everybody who reads these words has an opportunity in corporate worship to be on 10 because you now know what God requires and it’s simply a matter of being obedient to it and moving beyond your own self-will that says, “I don’t feel it. I don’t understand it. I know it’s true. I know His word said it, but it doesn’t make sense. I wasn’t raised this way.” 

Well, in the same way you had to work out that old cursing habit you had, you also have to work out some mindsets that say, “All this jumping and shouting isn’t who I am.” That’s a lie. The same way I’ve had repent from that old cursing habit, I’ve got to repent from an old religious mindset and an old comfortability mindset that says, “That’s not who I am.” 

And you’ll be amazed, the moment you take the first step, it literally obliterates all of the pressure, pain, and anxiety, and it begins to get easier to follow God. It gets easier to let my faith be built, trust God, lift my hands, step out of the aisle, etc. There’s not a magic formula. It’s just simply surrender and submission. That’s a great question. 
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Introduction: I want the opportunity to go back and review a lot of what we’ve been through over the last four chapters. I want to talk about some of your questions— the things you want to understand more or things that you were stirred about. Think about what God’s been teaching you. Think about some things that God’s awakening in you or shaking you in. Maybe you grew up thinking one way and now you’re seeing things in a different way. I want to be able to answer questions and break down barriers. 

Person 1: I know from last week you talked about situations where people say, “Oh, I can serve God apart from the church” and all of that kind of stuff, and you referenced in the New Testament in Acts that everything that was of note happened through the church. Let’s say you’re speaking to someone who’s still kind of saying, “Oh, well, I mean, I can still serve God. I just don’t need to go. It’s just a building, right?” How would you respond to something like that?

Pastor: It’s funny because we talked about this in our leadership school. That would be like trying to go on a date with your boyfriend and just carrying his head. You’re not going to get very far with just toting the head around, right? 

Now, we know obviously the head becomes the most important part because everything else functions from that and God never intended for Him to be separated from the Body and for the Body to be separated from Him. 

That’s why He told Adam and Eve, “Listen, you do not touch this tree. You stay in obedience to Me. You stay under my covering. You stay connected to Me. The head and the body will be eternally connected, never to be separated.” 

Here’s what I believe as to why that thought about not needing to go to church has become very common place. It’s twofold. I think because of some of the fallacy or heresy of the church in the last decades has created a lot of distaste and distrust from people in the church. So, there’s this fear, anger, aggravation, or frustration that “I don’t even want to get into all that. I just want to love God.” It’s understandable to some degree. We’ve done ourselves a disservice by not presenting a model worthy of being a part of following. 

 The powerful thing about revelation is that once there’s revelation, you’re responsible for it. You’re drawn to it. So, you can’t really read Scripture at all...And here’s the thing, I don’t believe you can have an effective relationship without engaging God in all avenues and facets that God gives you the ability to engage Him. 

In both Old and New Testament, you can’t deny the revelation of the Body. Our church did a series a few years back called Judas Kiss that dealt with church hurt. So, first of all, let me back up and say I’m sorry if you’ve dealt with conflict within the church that’s created a bad perspective and a bad taste in you that’s essentially destroyed your hunger and your love for the Body. But at that place, the God that we serve loves us enough to rescue us from the place we’re at and loves us enough not to leave us there. 

A place of hurt and frustration is is an unhealthy place. Now that you have the revelation that the Body is necessary, you can’t stay satisfied in the fact that “Well, I’ve been hurt before, so that’s why I don’t want to deal with it again.”

 Even though you may have been hurt by the church, it is also the only place you will be healed. So, you can’t use that as an excuse. You can’t use a broken arm as an excuse to stay away from the hospital even though you might’ve slipped on the sidewalk of the hospital. I mean, that’s where you’re going to get healed. 

You have to give an opportunity for God to begin to use people who have hurt just like you and those who are possibly still hurting to be able to bridge the gap and bring healing to your life. 

On the flip side of that, I think the hurt part is what’s communicated to be one of the greatest reasons why they don’t want to engage the Body, but I really believe that’s a facade. I really believe that’s the lower end in comparison to what I’m about to say. I believe one of the greater reasons that there’s not this connection with the Body and it’s just this mindset of “let me serve God” is because it’s extremely safe. When you don’t press into the presence of God, you really don’t open yourself up to feel the accountability and conviction of God, and it’s really difficult to avoid accountability in the Body. I think that we have people, a nation, and a world who’s not been willing to surrender and submit to accountability and authority. They’ve not been willing to be responsible enough to hold themselves to a level of discipline and growth enough to even be willing to step into church out of confidence. I think a lot of people avoid church because of who they are. It’s this whole excuse of “I’m not even worthy to go in.” Well, the truth is that we all know at some point we were unworthy of the grace of God that was extended to our life, but when I became a son of God, I was no longer a sinner. I was a saint, a son, and an heir of God. From that place, I’ve been rescued out of my depravity and although I’m not where I want to be or will be one day, I’m on my way there and I’m excited about it. 

So, I think that the disconnection from the Body is a lie. You’re deceiving yourself to think you can serve God and not be a part of His Body, but I think it’s it’s part of the day and age that we live in where we want self-policing. We want to be self-focused. We don’t want to become responsible and accountable to other people. Scripturally, they can’t back it up, so I think it just becomes a false reality. If you say something long enough, and you’ll believe it. And I think people have believed it because it’s been said long enough that “Oh, you can serve God without going to church.” No, you’re creating your own gospel, not the Gospel. 

Now, let me back up to the first thing I said. We have a job to do to begin to bring authenticity and integrity to the Body of Christ again. This  responsibility falls on all of us. If we want our word to mean something be powerful enough to affect atmospheres, then we’ve got to create the integrity and authenticity that allows the authority to back our word. 

So, if we want our word to matter, we must we say it with heaven’s backing, and heaven’s not going to back what it doesn’t approve. What I mean by that is we can’t walk in poor character and have the backing of our home government, heaven. 

We’ve prayed, preached and declared to a lot of things but they haven’t shifted because our image didn’t match our likeness or our likeness didn’t match our image. I think we’re being called back to that. I think that God’s got the church in a place over the last year of being refined in the Refiner’s fire. God is separating the wheat from the chaff. He is really establishing His church—one who looks like Him and functions like Him. 

We’re at a monumental time in what I would consider to be a kairos moment spiritually. I’ll continue to say it until everybody really begins to believe in it and buy into it with their lifestyle. If you grew up in church—especially in the south—you grew up hearing the rapture every week like “Jesus is coming back” to the point where you’re looking over your shoulder on Monday. So, to some degree we’ve become calloused to it. 

Now, when the Bible talks about the last days, it basically means a season. We can be in a season for years upon years. You can’t equate the terminology of the spirit realm with the earthly realm. We have to understand that we’ve been in a last days moment since Jesus ascended into heaven. When you begin to talk prophetically about what will take place for Revelation and tribulation and all this stuff, we have to properly contextualize the difference between rapture and second coming and know that in order for the second coming to happen, there are still a few things that have to prophetically have to position for the second coming, but the second coming ain’t gone happen until the rapture happens. 

Here’s the thing, a second coming means the first coming had to happen. We know Jesus was born into the earth and walked on it for thirty-three years, so that was the first coming, but in order for a coming to happen, it literally means that He has to put feet on the earth, right? And so the second coming is when He literally puts feet to the earth, okay? Well, the rapture is literally Him calling you upward. It’s Him rescuing the church. It’s meeting Him in the air, right? That’s not a second coming. That’s a rapture. 

The second coming is when you begin to see things happen tribulationally in Revelation like Armageddon and that type of deal. And so, understanding about “last days” from a rapture standpoint, we’ve been rapture ready as a Body since He left the first time. So, putting it all into proper context, we are in a “last-days” rapture opportunity. But I believe and sense that a great outpouring will happen before the rapture takes place, and I believe we’re on the precipice of that. 

 I don’t know how long that’ll happen, whether a great outpouring will happen in five years or fifty years. But I believe that our generation and maybe the next couple of generations is in a place of a great outpouring. So, whether or not we see the rapture or not, I don’t know. I believe that we’re in a place that our grandparents and great grandparents preached about every day to try and prepare us for.

We’re in such a unique and strategic time as a body of believers that we cannot take for granted the hour that we have and the opportunity that we have any longer. We can’t navigate life by the way we want to and just hope that one day it all happens. We have to be very conscientious about the opportunity that God has given us. 

Person 2: One of the things that stood out to me was emptying yourself every day and letting Him fill you back up. Just praying, “God, here’s my problems. You already know them, but I’m going to tell them to You anyway. Here they are. I’m going to leave them with you. Show me what to do today. What can I do?” I want to draw closer, so I want to know not what my life is about but what God’s life for me is about. So, what plans do You have for me today? Show me how to do them, give me the strength and the wisdom to do them. That’s been helping me tremendously.
 I have a lot of guys I work with who confess to be Christians. One of them says that he’s not married, has kids, and I asked him how long he’s been married, and he said, “Oh, we’re not married. That’s man’s law.” He said his dad was a preacher, and I said to him, “Well, okay, but I’m just telling you that my Bible says that you’re supposed to be married.” So a little bit at a time I’ve been having conversations with him, and I really don’t get along with him good at all, and I’ll be honest with you, I want to punch him in the mouth. 

Pastor: (Laughs) Is that one of those things God’s having to empty out?

Person 2: Yes. And I don’t know if that’s what He’s driving me towards...you know, to this guy. He really gets on my nerves. I’ve even told my supervisor, “Listen, you’re going to have to separate me and him for a little while.” 

Pastor: Look, I’ve done this a few times, and sometimes people get frustrated, but I’m about to point you out by the Holy Spirit. You and I have talked before, and one of your deals self-admittedly is there’s been a wrestling match with frustration and anger in the past. 

You know, God will keep putting people who anger you in front of you until you become a master of that anger. You think it’s the enemy. It’s not the enemy. It’s the testing of God. It’s the opportunity to empty. You know, as you were saying this, and I’m certainly not trying to pick on you and point you out...you just spoke up...everybody’s in that boat to some degree with presenting yourself before God and laying the issues out on the table and saying, “This is where I’m at. This is what I’m dealing with.” 

And we all should always approach God with giving permission for the Holy Spirit to be exploratory with us saying, “Hey, search me. Look through my life and tell me what doesn’t match you or what no longer is good for where you’re carrying me.” That should be a daily deal for us, but I think one of the things God really also wants to happen is that...I think we give too much credit or we put too much weight on our issues and our struggles. And so what I mean by that is we almost celebrate them through our disgust of them. You follow me? We almost make them bigger through the repetitive revisiting of those things. And I think that when we become even greater and more effective in the Kingdom because...I talked a little bit about living outside of yourself...we’re here for other people is essentially why we’re here...you’re going to hear me talk about this in discipleship strategies—.you’re literally here to be a bridge between God and man. That’s literally what your life is about. It’s to be a bridge between God and man. So I’m here and you’re here for other people. Our lives are to be lived from the inside out giving away what’s poured in. And the problem is that...it’s okay or even right to present God an empty container, but I think sometimes the frustration of God is that we empty the container, but before He can fill it up, we already are refilling it with our old stuff again. 

And that’s where we’ve found ourselves to some degree in the church repetitively: repeated altar visits over the same issue, or personal pursuit and prayer life in our closets with God with the same issue over and over again. At some point in order for us to be able to pour out to others what God is putting in, what’s going back in the pot cannot be self-reflection and the celebration of issues. Eventually, those issues have to move behind us and become the old man. 

Because here’s the thing, you’re going to continue to grow, God’s going to continue to reshape your thinking, God’s going to continue to call you to a new place, and eventually, your present function of life will become an issue to where you’re going. You’re always going to have issues, but the thing about it is let’s not have 1987 issues in 2021. Let me have 2020 issues that I’m trying to pour out in 2021 and begin to move into 2021 things He poured in or what I became accustomed to or functioning in in 2021. 

As God continues to elevate my life,  if I’m not careful and if I don’t continue to present myself empty before God, those things become the dead weight of yesterday that keep me from walking into the things of 2022—if we’re just using language of the future.

 it’s easy for us for some reason as Christian people...you know, you’ve probably heard some 12-step programs, some 5-step programs, some counseling programs, and different things like that that’ll tell you that really the first step—and the greatest step— to you overcoming your problem is recognizing you have one. Have you ever heard that? Obviously 100% true that you have to recognize your problem in order for it to be corrected. If you don’t know you have a problem, there is nothing to fix. That’s exactly what God speaks about in Romans when He talks about what happened with the law. The law was written in order to make sin evident, right? Because if sin could not be made evident, there is no redeemer to fix it. The law was created to bring the sin of man to the forefront because man was just running around callously until the law was presented that now revealed what the problem within humanity was. Once it was revealed, then there can be somebody sent who can fix the problem. 

But here’s the thing. I think we almost pat ourselves on the back for saying, “I’ve recognized the problem.”  I admit I’ve got a problem. This is just who I am. This is just what I did. God knows me. God knows my heart.” And we keep using that thing as an excuse and a crutch to walk with a limp. “God knows it’s my crutch.” 

And so we just keep walking on that crutch. “Hey, I’m walking. Something must be good. Right?” Yeah, but you’re walking with a crutch. You’re walking with a limp. At some point, recognition of the problem can’t be enough. Now, we have to begin to give that thing away and pour it out. So emptying becomes a lifestyle. I think I said this maybe in the first chapter that repentance is the lifestyle of the believer. Unlearning to relearn. Repentance is not the lifestyle of the sinner. It’s the lifestyle of the believer. Because you have to continue to present yourself before God and unlearn to relearn because God is going to continue to want to reveal to you more. 

Person 3: What’s the difference between approaching God out of affliction and approaching Him out of hunger?

Pastor: I preached about this a little on a couple of Sundays ago. Now, first of all, we have access to approach God in any capacity: affliction and hunger. But it’s kind of like what I just said a little bit in that we like to almost remain afflicted people who only know how to approach God out of our need, saying, “Fix my problem. Fix my pain.” 

Here’s one of the dangerous things about this. We only relate God with our hurt and never relate God with our victory. We never relate God with our celebration because we’re only approaching God and believing that He only works for us when we’re hurt. That’s a very dangerous place because then when you’re not surrendered and sold out to God out of hunger...because here’s the thing: afflicted people are afflicted people, but you can be hungry in both your affliction and your celebration because hunger should become a part of who you are. Affliction is a condition. Hunger becomes a lifestyle. So I can be in the best place of my life and hungry. And if I don’t learn that He’s the God of the best place of my life and I don’t learn how to navigate...can I tell truly that one of the greatest problems of the church is that we don’t know how to live in victory, so we only know how to approach God in affliction because we never leave our affliction to walk in celebration and in victory. 

You know, most people in the world don’t even understand how to have victory. That’s why you hear more complaining than celebration. That’s why you almost feel guilty to celebrate. You know why? Because the moment you get celebration out of your belly, you’re looking for affliction to happen, saying. “What’s going to go wrong next?” 

The church doesn’t know and people don’t know how to live in victory. We don’t know how to live in celebration. We better learn how to know how to identify and recognize God with our celebration, and the only reason that we had to identify with Him in our affliction was to rescue us to a place of victory. But we walk in victory. Can I tell you that Jesus did have to identify with afflictions? He took on our sins, our weight, our brokenness, and our pains, but He did not dwell in that place. It was literally only a condition for a moment that He had to experience in order to apply the power to arrive at a place of victory. And yes, victory only came through momentary affliction, but nevertheless, victory came. Now, victory is where He resides for eternity. 

If we can never find ourselves in a hungry place in victory, in balance, and in peace, we really don’t know how to live in the Kingdom. We really don’t know how to live in the realm of heaven. God’s not living in affliction and neither is Jesus. He’s got scars of His affliction, but He’s not living in that place. And part of the disservice of the Body of Christ for long periods of time is that we haven’t had anybody who has literally functioned like Jesus. Think about this: Jesus did a beautiful thing: He did not just stand on a platform and preach to people, and nor did He not just get down to where people were at and stay there. Jesus navigated between the two of them. He understood the necessity of approaching people in their broken place and seeing them in their loss—even taking on and identifying with their loss. We have a high priest who can identify with our weaknesses as Scripture says, right? He had the ability to identify with our loss so that we could identify with His gain. He didn’t stay on a platform and preach to people from a place of victory while they were in a place of loss, and He didn’t go down to a place of loss and take a seat by them and remain there. He literally went to where they were at, met them in their afflicted and lost place, but then He showed them how to win out of it. 

This is where we’re at as a Body. God’s calling us back to an authentic place that we know how to have victory with Him, we know how to personally pursue Him, and we know how to identify ourselves with Him. And He’s teaching us how to have a hunger with Him that remains both in our affliction and in our success. 

All of us know how to identify with loss. Everybody in some shape, way, or form has been through a loss or affliction in their life. You’ve dealt with abuse, people who have left you, you’ve dealt with poverty, you’ve dealt with oppression, or whatever. 

But the way that we begin to establish the Kingdom on the earth is that we have people who can identify with loss simply to recognize when people are there. Listen to me right now. We are able to identify with loss to recognize when people are in that place, meet them there, and know how to walk them out to victory. Not leave them in the process. Not preach to them from a distance. But to be able to identify their loss, grab them in that place out of relationship, and disciple them to victory. When the church is able to begin to function in a place where we take people from loss to victory, that’s when we’re going to begin to see sons and daughters and a shifting of an atmosphere and a healthy environment. What we’ve had is a church that can shout loud in their affliction, but listen to me. Have you ever broken an arm or a leg? Have you ever banged your thumb with a hammer? Did you shout loud in your pain? And we’ve somehow gotten somewhat disillusioned about what’s a cry out of brokenness and what’s a celebration out of victory. We’ve confused ourselves to believe that “If I cry loud enough while I’m broken, I’m really in victory” only to still find yourself in a lost place when you get done crying. Does that make sense?

Person 2: Yeah, just going back to affliction. You preached about Moses leading the people down to the water. Would you say that’s an affliction? To get out of it, he knew the outcome and he knew that celebration was going to be there through his faith?

Pastor: Yeah, well, I do. I mean that’s faith. That’s what it was. That was just Him having a trust of God’s leadership and God’s voice without knowing what the tangible outcome would be. The outcome was God—not a moved ocean. It was just simply God. That only became his reality because a pursuit of God was his reality. You don’t get a Red Sea moment without pressing in privately to a burning bush and having a personal encounter with God privately that led to a very public celebration and a public win. 

But he could trust that because he had private conversation with God that began to declare his future to him that he literally had to respond and obey and watch God work it out. So, it was a building of faith that led to that point and even beyond there. Think about when he struck a rock and water came out of it. C’mon now, who’s just going to take a stick and hit a rock and believe it’s going to spew out water? It’s faith. It’s that relationship with God that made that thing happen. 

Let me go back to Person 3 because I might not have just answered the simplicity of their question, and I want to make sure to do that about coming to God in affliction and coming to God in hunger. I think that most of us—probably all of us—.the truth of the matter is all of us...our first real encounter with God is in affliction. If that becomes your first encounter with God, it’s hard to identify with hungry. But as you begin to pursue God after you see God respond to your hurt and His love in your hurt and pain…

 I think that people find themselves continually in affliction because God never gets the opportunity to rescue them out of it. What I mean by that is that we even have this mentality—Lord knows we live it in 2021—of overnight success. So we believe “the moment I come to God in affliction that He’s going to fix it right that very minute” rather than a faithfulness of just remaining connected to Him so He can bring us out of our pain. 

Most people don’t realize that they’re calling me to counsel their marriage—that according to them has suddenly gone to shambles—and they want me to fix it in one day when it’s taken them the last seven years of their inability to have a relationship which has brought the problem. They want me to fix overnight what took them seven years to destroy. And that’s how we think of God, too. We want God to fix overnight what it took us five years, eighteen days, or whatever else to destroy and not remain with Him to even give Him an opportunity to bring us out of affliction. 

Go back to when Jesus fed the thousands on the hillside. The Bible says that they remained with Him in hunger. Now, let’s think about this. When I preached on that story, I preached about a spiritual hunger. But let’s look at this thing practically for a minute. They were also practically hungry. That's why He fed them with bread and fish. Their physical bodies were also practically hungry because they had remained hungry for three days. To some degree, that’s affliction, but they remained. And we don’t ever get to a feeding unless we remain. 

I think that’s where it begins. Approach God in your affliction, but remain with Him, stay committed and remain faithful that when it doesn’t change overnight, He is faithful. When you stay there and you remain even though you’re present in affliction. Let me just remind you that you have no hope otherwise; you can’t fix it on your own. You’ll get yourself in a worse shape—it may change for a moment but you’ll find yourself down a deeper rabbit hole if you don’t trust Him. If you don’t remain in that place with Him in that affliction, He cannot bring you to a place out of that—and when you give Him the opportunity to bring you out of that, it builds faith. It creates a hunger. 

You may say, “My God, you see what God did for me?” It’s a testimony. And the Bible says that we overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the power of our testimony. Well, I don’t have a testimony unless I remain in my affliction. And so when you stay there in that affliction and you press into Him even though you are hurting and you are broken, He brings you out of that place and you see the hand of God in your life. 

 I’m going to tell you what I told my wife during our devotion: you cannot have an encounter with God and walk away from it unchanged. You cannot. It is impossible. Some people say they’ve had an encounter with God—you didn’t have an encounter with God. Apparently, you went to a good church service. You cannot have an encounter with God and not be imprinted by it.

When He brings you out of that place, it establishes His presence in your life and there’s a hunger that begins to burn from that. And so then the idea is that you don’t drop God off now that you’re out. You remain in that hungry place. You learn to be hungry when you’ve been rescued and you’re in a great place, and you learn how to remain hungry even when you’re afflicted. But God knows the difference when I’m just approaching Him afflicted and when I’m approaching Him hungry because like I said earlier, you can be hungry in both affliction and celebration. 

Person 4: I was just going to say that the church, because of the affliction and staying there, the church has turned God into a genie instead of Jesus. They just want to rub the vase and say, “God, make everything okay,” and once everything is okay, then “I’m done.” That’s not how it works. Like you said, you have to remain there and make Him your Jesus where He’s not only helping you in your affliction, He’s helping you in the things you do well. He’s helping you in things that you don’t realize you need help in. So that’s the difference in Him being your Jesus and Him being your genie. It’s total faith, like you said, in relying on Him and remaining there. But It’s hard to remain there.

Pastor: It is. But He also warned us of those things—this way of  life isn’t for babies. You’ve got to count the cost. There’ll be many who are called but few who are chosen. Straight is the way and narrow is the gate. This isn’t for the faint of heart. 

The problem is that we live in a lottery culture. And what people want to do is approach God with two dollars and expecting to get $375 million dollars back overnight. That’s why the lottery works and there’s $375 million dollars in the PowerBall right now. And that’s how we approach God.“ Well, I went and bought the lottery ticket on Friday. Let me see if it happens on Friday night at 9pm. Didn’t happen. Oh well.” We’ll take another notion next Wednesday while we’re riding by QT: “I’m going to throw in another two dollars. I’m expecting $380 million this week.” C’mon. Do you realize we expect more out of a lottery system than we do from God? 

People think, “Do you know what I would do if I had $380 million!?” Yeah, you would be just as broke as you were before you had it. And I’m not trying to rag and nag on people about buying a lottery ticket. I’ll be honest with you, every year at Christmas time, I go buy my wife a couple lottery tickets and scratch offs, and I put them in her stocking as a stocking stuffer. But that’s not how I live my life. 

Person 5: I thought it was on a Sunday when you preached and  said our assignment is always incorporated with emptiness—that any assignment that doesn’t involve emptying you as a person—you have to check. God is not involved in that kind of assignment. And then you said that we give a lot of credit to the devil not knowing that it is the process of emptiness that comes from God. 

I really was thinking about that, and as I was sitting here, this passage just came to my heart. I was like, “God, what do you want me to read this for?” It’s in John 15:6 where it says “Abide in Me.” Like we are like a branch and if we don’t abide in Him, we’ll be like a branch that is cast out. So, it makes me think that even in our emptying and being emptied, we should keep abiding because He knows what is best to fill us rather than we’re trying to…

Pastor: I think they are synonymous. I think if you abide in Him, it is emptying because darkness and light cannot cohabitate. So whatever in you is that is not good for where God is trying to carry you, can’t remain in the presence of God. 

There’s an emptying that’s going to happen if you remain in Him. God is absolute, folks. We can’t move God. Understand this Kingdom principle: God won’t even move God. What God has established...the Word, principle, and order that He’s established He will not even transgress or else it invalidates His character. If God won’t even move God, you can’t move God. So, when we abide in Him, it’s us that’s going to be shaken and moved. 

And so yeah, I think they’re synonymous. When you abide in Him, emptiness becomes a lifestyle if you remain in Him. You’re not going to approach God, at least consistently, and never be revealed to the part of you that’s no good for where you’re going or what God wants to mature. Maybe it doesn’t need to leave. Maybe it needs to grow up. 

Person 6: What about when life challenges your ability to stay focused and keep energy towards sticking with God through the process?

Pastor: I really hone into the key word of that: energy. Maybe you didn’t necessarily mean it this way, but I think all of the things that we allow to rob our life—focus, energy, consistency, commitment before God are because we still find ourselves being guided by our emotions with our circumstances. That’s why I’m really drawn towards the word “energy” because energy to me almost becomes like this zeal or emotion of excitement in a sense. 

If we’re not excited and we’re not having the hoo-doo service then nothing’s happening with God. That’s not true. God is constant. The Bible teaches us in Romans that it’s with our minds that we serve God. It does not mean that emotions aren’t involved. We’re human. God even has emotions. That’s why you have them. The truth of who God is, the reality of God’s Word, and the reality of God’s promises have to become the place that we dwell in and live consistently by that help guide our emotions. 

It’s not wrong to have emotions. It’s not wrong to express emotions. It’s wrong to remain in unhealthy, unbalanced emotions and for those things not to be measured with God and with the truth of God. I think we have to back away from believing that every moment with God is exciting and something tangibly happening. 

Just because you might not see it doesn’t mean it’s not happening spiritually because most things that you see naturally that begin to manifest had a long growth season in what you can’t see.

If we really paid attention to the beauty of the way God developed the agricultural life, we would understand that by the time we get to see the sprout, it’s already been hard at work and growing and moving beneath the surface before the ground even began to bulge. 

I remember when my grandad used to do gardens when I was a kid, and I’d go out there and help him. We’d go check on that garden every day. We’d water it, make sure deer, rabbits, moles, etc. aren’t getting in there and getting our seed. 

But I know that eye test can be very deceiving. When you’re going to check on that garden just to see what you can see with your eyes and nothing’s sprouted yet, you’re like, “Well, nothing’s happening.” And then you keep coming back day after day and week after week and there’s really nothing you can see happen, but everything is happening. 

Earth-shaking things have happened beneath that garden when nothing has even come out yet. And so, if we don’t properly understand that and rationalize that God is at work even when we don’t feel like it. God is at work even when things don’t seem like they’re going great. If you remain in God, He is at work. 

And the truth of the matter is that God is still so much about His purpose that even when you don’t remain in Him, He’s still moving and working towards the purpose that He’s established and has such a draw out of grace that He’s pulling your selfish, stuck life towards the place of His purpose because of His belief in you that eventually you’re going to respond. Some people don’t, but thank God that some do. 

He’s drug you by your shirt. On His way to purpose, He drug your dead, limp, deadweight tail until one day you woke up and realized, “God, He’s got me right where He wants me.” 

Again, you might not have meant it this way, but we have to be really conscientious of energy, the feeling, and the eye test. In church, we’ve miscommunicated what the opposite of faith is because we’ve called it fear. No, it’s not. It’s sight. The Bible says we walk by faith and not by sight, so that means the opposite of faith is sight. Which one are you going to walk by? Because if you walk by faith, you can’t walk by sight. Do you know what we do? We get in our little down places because we’re sight-walking, saying, “Now I don’t even know if God’s present.” 

Person 7: Yeah, I was just going to say that as a result of a lack of faith, we compensate with emotionalism. If it’s taking too long, we’re walking by sight, we’re not seeing much growth in the natural or through our carnal self, then we tend to lean with more energy or more emotionalism, therefore becoming more incidental instead of positional like Christ has made us. 

Pastor: Yeah, I think that’s good. We somewhat feel like we have to make up the differences. Is that what you’re saying—through excuses or emotions or whatever else?

Person 7: Yeah. Think about the prophets of Baal. Everything they did was driven outwardly in carnality as opposed to Elijah. 

Pastor: But the prophet Elijah knew. And he stood on his knowing and the reality of who God is. “Well prophets of Baal, you can do all of what you want to do, but I know who’s going to show up. I know who’s going to manifest and who’s going to be real.” What’s the beauty about all this is I think that’s a great example because prophet Elijah was in the middle of an emotional depression. 

Person 7: Yeah. It shows the duality. One minute high and then immediately low. 

Pastor: He was, but he said, “I’m going to remain in the truth of who God is absolutely regardless of how I am at the moment.”

Person 7: I think that also shows the faithfulness of God regardless of where you’re at because God still fed Elijah and took care of him. 

Pastor: Yes, He did. It’s kind of like what I was talking about with Jesus earlier. You know, I think that’s a really great point. Let me talk about that for a minute. I’ve had family members who were drug addicts. And they become leeches because all they become is somebody who’s wanting something to fix their momentary affliction. Generally, what they want is money. But once they come enough out of their affliction wanting something, rather than being merciful, graceful, or understanding, you’re like, “Don’t even come to me anymore. All you want me for is money. And it’s not even really to help you. It’s really just to sedate you—to make you feel better for the moment.” 

So, I somewhat believe that if we feel that way when people do us that way, maybe we only know how to feel that way because that’s how God feels. 

I think when we learn how to be hungry, approach God and remain with Him—and remain faithful and consistent with Him regardless of where we’re at on the spectrum of things emotionally and circumstantially, God is eager in that place because He knows, “I’m feeding their hunger and not their affliction.” You’re not going to escape affliction. You’re not going to escape mistake. You really should live to escape mistake, but you’re not going to escape mistake. You’re not going to escape attack. 

At some point you’re going to deal with affliction. Just as in some of the common processes of life and the fact that we live in a decaying world just by natural progression, you’re going to get older. You’re going to deal with some things in your old-age body that you didn’t deal with in your young-age body. God understands you’re going to deal with affliction. 

But I think that when we’ve created a relationship with God that means we approach Him out of hunger, He’s not afraid to meet us at our affliction. He’s not afraid to feed us by the brook when we’re depressed. Because He knows that’s a momentary circumstance and a momentary condition and not who we are. 

It’s also why we can approach Him while we’re on the mountaintop, and He’s present in that moment too. And He remains and He dwells with us because we’ve become hungry. Hunger is what creates the dwelling place for God. So if you want God to be there when you’re hurting, if you want God to be there when you’re celebrating, and if you want God to carry you from glory to glory, He has to dwell there. In order for Him to dwell there, He’s got to have a place to sit...to be able to sit on your hunger, your worship, your praise. So I think in those moments like that, He’s not afraid of our affliction...not that He’s afraid of our affliction anyway, but He’s not afraid to respond when we’re coming to Him in that place of affliction because He knows the content of our heart and the fact that we desire Him. 

To be honest with you, Elijah the prophet was ready to kill himself. He wasn’t even really going to God and saying, “Fix this for me.” God recognized his affliction, met him in it, fed him, gave him rest and watered him to a place of health. That’s a beautiful thing that can happen! I appreciate you bringing that up. Anyone else?

Person 8: I just have two takeaways since we’ve been doing this discipleship. To piggyback on what a person was saying about prayer when you taught on it and how we come to God with the whole list, and that was me. I come to God with a whole list. So now I’m trying to just take that moment to meditate on Him first before I go into anything. I don’t always do it every day. I still have a list to go by, but that’s one of the things I’m learning how to do—is pray better. Another thing that I’m learning is that in just my real life, I’m recognizing where God showed up in my life in different things that happened. God was always right there with me, and I didn’t even know He was there. 

Pastor: Now, you’re seeing Him. You’re beginning to see Him and see where He was present. But you know what’s beautiful about that? You have a reference point of your past and now you can look back and see where He was present in your past where you could not see Him before and now it’s going to create the ability for you to recognize Him in your future. And you’ll be able to see where He’s carrying you, what He’s doing— how He’s taking you, shaping you, and what He’s calling you to. 

Person 8: And I just remember in like 2011 in September when my husband was battling cancer. And I was fully immersed into the religion I was in, but I felt like I was so lost. I felt like nobody was there, and that’s where I found Him. That’s where He met me at. And like you were saying, in our afflictions and our brokenness, that’s where I met God.

Pastor: That’s awesome. I think there are some people who are like you with the whole prayer thing that it kind of shifted them a little bit. We had a woman—and I just so celebrate it not to my glory but to God’s glory— who was with us online that night that I was particularly teaching about that who, I don’t know if she’s ever been online with us or not before, but she said, “You have just rescued me out of years and decades of not understanding what prayer is like. Tonight has just changed my whole prayer life.” And it’s just such an amazing thing to see that. 

And to go back to a point you were saying—our lists should even be created out of prayer. What I mean by that is we really only should have a list because God is telling us what to put on it. The list should be empty before Him every day. 

I’ll just be honest. I think that most people would believe and desire for their spouse, household, and children to be of utmost importance and value to them. Mine certainly are. And I always felt like, “I have to pray about them first. Every time, I’ve got to cover them.” I’ve even been released from that. God knows I love my wife and children. But I just go into God and let Him guide what I’m doing, what I’m putting before Him, and what I’m not saying at all. Just let Him guide it all. 

And if He wants to bring Keith’s name up before I ever talk about my daughter, God has a reason for that. There’s a reason that names and faces come to your mind. You better pay attention to that. Not all of a sudden saying,  “Aw, man, I just had them on my mind”—NO. God has dropped them in your heart and spirit. 

And listen, if you don’t do nothing more...and you ain’t gotta go in, light eight candles, and play eight songs and run around them eight times to call their name out...and when He brings that name up, just lift that name up before God. Present it to God because He is only looking for you to be in agreement with Him. 

So, He’s dropped Keith’s name in your mind because He simply wants you to say, “God, whatever’s going on with Keith right now, may you bless his life, may your grace and glory be on his life” and I don’t have to say anything else because I just brought agreement in spirit with God. Recognize those things.. Let God guide everything you do. If you want Him to guide the left turns and right turns of your everyday progressions, you better let Him guide the things of the spirit, too. You better let Him guide your prayer life. Don’t let Him guide your car and not give Him your prayer life. Let God guide it all. 

Person 4: I remember years ago I was praying and I wasn’t asking for anything. I didn’t have a list. I was praising Him, worshiping Him, thanking Him for life and eternal life, thanking Him for all the blessings He’s given me, and then just like that, God said, “Can I speak? Can I please say something?” Because we think so much that prayer is what we say. It’s more of what He says to us. 

Person 9: So as far as recognizing need, I know a lot of times we feel when God meets us in that low place—whatever that is— Scripture says, “Close to the brokenhearted,” but that’s really the entry point. Where we think we’re meeting our need, that’s also our weakest need. It’s not our highest need. Think about the hierarchy of needs. At the bottom, you got the food, shelter, safety, water, and all that kind of stuff. But at the very top, it’s purpose and self-actualization and all of that. So, as you grow in strength, you realize your need actually gets bigger. It’s kind of backwards. It’s kind of counterintuitive. 

Pastor: Well, that’s the Kingdom, though.

Person 9: Right. For sure. It’s not supposed to make sense in the physical and in the natural, right? And so yes, it’s a different level of hunger. And also one of the things you said earlier about believers being in victory and then acting like “Aw, this is so awesome” and then they’re looking for “Ok, what’s going to go wrong?” It makes me think about athletics. Being raised a certain way, it’s just like, “Act like you’ve been there before.” As Kingdom people, this should be normal. You should operate like this is a normal thing—living in victory and operating at a high level because that goes back to self-image. If you don’t believe you are who God says you are, you’ll never outperform that. You’re looking at things like, “Oh, I shouldn’t be here. Oh, this was a mistake. These things that are happening to me are not supposed to be happening to me.” No, it is. And you gotta believe that. Like you said, you are who you believe.

Pastor: The phrase I identify with is “Act like you’ve been there before. You’re going to be there again.” I remember in peewee ball scoring touchdowns, and the coach would say to just flip the ball to the ref and act like you’ve been there before because you’re going to be there again. That become a lifestyle like, “It’s just who I am.” 

But you know, somebody has to become the ambassador in that. Somebody has to become the apostle in that. There’s gotta be a group of people who become the waymakers in that— living in that, holding on to that, establishing that, and functioning in that so that we can draw people to that place. I’ll say it again: Somebody’s got to borrow that idea and run with it and begin to live in that place.

Person 10: This goes with what Person 4 was saying about praying. We always want to talk and tell God all this stuff, but one thing we were taught was to sit for like two hours and not say a word. And you talk about hard. That’s hard. But when He gets ready to talk and your spirit is ready and His Spirit is ready and there’s a drawing like no other, there’s nothing like it. Even if you don’t start at two hours, start at five minutes. And you see what God will say to you. You would be surprised at the things that can be moved if you would listen to Him.
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Introduction: We went through five weeks of foundational teaching and overview. This is going to shift us into a focus on discipling. I spent five weeks teaching a lot of information. One of the things I want to do is get feedback from you on your true understanding or perspective on what you believe discipleship is.

Person 1: I believe discipleship is the act of pursuing discipline within a group. Discipleship can’t be done alone. One person is holding another person accountable to the discipline that they have committed to in pursuit of growth. 

Pastor: I like that. That’s really good. The root of it is discipline. That’s where we find the core of discipleship. 

Person 2: I see it as mentoring others. You’re helping them grow. You’re teaching them things that you’ve learned and wanting to see them grow.

Person 3: If you go through the Gospels, you see Jesus sitting with people, having dinner and talking with them, and teaching and being vulnerable with them saying, “Hey, this is going to happen,” and looking at Peter saying, “You’re going to deny Me.” To me, discipleship is like looking at people saying, “You’re going to go through life situations, but here’s an active way to walk this out” or “Here, have this meal with me or let’s go fishing.” Like things where discipleship is really just growing that family unit and community and being vulnerable with one another because if you can’t be vulnerable, no one’s going to go anywhere.

Person 4: Person 3 and I were tracking on the same page because I was going to say it’s really just walking through life with someone whether it be one person or a group of people and holding each other accountable—not through finger pointing, but just saying, “This is the Word. Let’s just walk through the Word together. If we don’t have an answer, let’s see what God says.” And then relying on that. If you don’t know, say you don’t know, but try to find out. Take the initiative to go find out what the Word says. Hear them out. Be a listener and not always the one to speak. Be an attentive listener. Develop the relational aspect of it. I don’t think you can disciple somebody if you don’t have a relationship with them.

Pastor: That’s good. So let me ask this: who’s a candidate for discipleship? 

Person 5: Everybody.

Pastor: Everybody’s a candidate. Who’s a candidate to be a discipler? 

Person 6: You have to have some maturity in the faith to be a discipler. You have to be able to say “Follow me as I follow Christ.”

Person 3: I think anyone who is a believer can be a disciple at some point.

Person 7: Anyone whose read the Bible where Jesus says, “Go make disciples.” That makes you a disciple. 

Person 8: Discipling is a lifestyle.

Pastor: It is. It very much is. And so, who can honestly say that you’re presently active in discipling relationships and it becomes the continuity of your life? 

I think that’s been the story of the church. We have some who are discipling others, but it’s not the majority. And that’s what we have to right the wrong in. That’s where we have to turn the ship. 

Because it has not been the intention and the focus. We talk a lot about it. It’s a popular word. It’s just not a popular lifestyle, like Person 8 said., I think we have to turn the tide a little bit. 
I think we’re spiritually in one of the most strategic times we’ve ever been in and the draw and the call to an authentic place of discipleship is as prominent now as it has ever been in history. 

And in order for us to be able to properly facilitate what God wants to pour in the earth, we have to be able to handle that. You can’t host the manifold glory of God without the multitude vessels of God. If we really want to see a great influence of God in the earth—a dwelling and not just a visitation but a habitation, then there’s got to be the vessels that can contain the presence of God. 

We’ve really got a work ahead of us to really prepare for what God wants to do in the earth. That’s kind of where we find ourselves at now because in 2020 towards the fall, I really began to feel like at the beginning of 2021, we would need to get very strategic at developing some teaching and then some inspiration and a call to responsibility for discipleship in the Body. 

We can talk about moves of God all day long but if we don’t prepare for it, we won’t experience it. We’ve got to do our best to prepare for it. I don’t have any control over any other ministry, but Rejuvenate Church is going be ready for a move of God and be able to facilitate what God is doing. 

 I really want to jump in over the next several weeks. This is kind of going to go like the the whole foundations of discipleship did where that was five weeks and this will be eight weeks that we begin to teach in kind of a strategic discipleship way of teaching principles, understanding, practicalities, functioning, etc. about how this thing begins to work. I want to build a bridge to the foundational stuff that we were in. I taught you in the foundations of discipleship the revelation of what Jesus’s primary mission in the earth. Who can repeat that for me again? 

Person 1: To bring the Spirit back to man.

Pastor: To bring the Spirit back to the earth. To get Spirit back into man. A lot of people trend towards the cross as the primary mission. No. The cross became a part of the method to get the primary mission back into the earth because without the cross and without the sin payment that created holiness and righteousness, the Spirit could not dwell within man. So, Jesus’s primary mission was to get the Spirit back into the earth. 

With that being understood, there’s only one way that you have the ability to leave your mark in the earth and that’s that we have to accomplish our sent assignment. That’s the only way because God has only ordained you to be able to make a mark in one place. You can’t become a jack of all trades and a master of none. You’ve only been given the opportunity to imprint one place. 

I was thinking about this the other day. How many of you have ever put your hands in wet concrete? If you roll on over to that concrete sidewalk that’s been poured for about a year and a half, you’re not going to imprint anything. There’s only a strategic place that you can make an imprint. And so  if you’re going to leave your mark in the earth, it has to be done in the place where it’s been prepared for it to happen. And the only way that’s going to happen is that we have to accomplish our sent assignment. And each of us has a unique assignment that allows us to fulfill our more corporate assignment, which is...what? That is obviously going to trend into what we’re talking about. 

Making Sons: I get so frustrated when I hear this canned answer given by Christian people that say to worship God and to glorify God in the earth is. I’m like, “Well, duh! I hope that’s why you took on His name...is to worship Him and glorify His name in the earth. But that is not your core assignment. That really just becomes an expression of what happens when you’re walking in your core assignment. You glorify God in the earth and you worship His name when you’re functioning in your core assignment.

 Isn’t that really what Jesus did? He worshiped God in the earth. But even He still had a clearly defined mission that He was to accomplish in the earth to get the Spirit back into man. 

Our primary mission is to be His image and to multiply His image. So if you don’t hear anything else, we’re in the business of making sons, okay? I’m going to use the term “sons” a lot, but it becomes transient across both genders. You and I are in the business of making sons. That is who we are. That is what we’ve been sent to do. 

I’m going to show you why that becomes so profound a little bit later on in this teaching. If this is not the end game of your living, then you’re just existing. And it really blows my mind how many church-going, Christian people just exist. 

I’d like to build some Kingdom understanding, so let me talk Kingdom to you for a minute. The entire why and reason of God determined to create was to expand His rule and His influence and His glory in the earth through love. 

If you have a king who desires to expand his power, his rule, and his influence, he does that by expanding his territory. Go look throughout the Old Testament because it is filled with this stuff. If you’ve got a king who has ruled a territory and and he wants more power and more influence, what does he do? He wages war and takes on more territory. And as he does this, his influence, his authority, and his glory (his power) grows. So, territory becomes an earmark of a king’s glory and influence. The beauty of God is that God’s glory (a King’s glory) is in His territory, but it’s also in His sons. 

God is so loving that His desire was to give or share with His power and authority with His sons. He’s like, “Man, this power, this authority, this influence is so doggone good, I want somebody to experience this with me.” 

What good is it really to have some fun just by yourself? I mean, if you’re going to Six Flags, you aren’t going alone. You’re taking someone with you. You want a buddy to ride the rollercoaster with. 

There’s only two ways that a king’s son can share in his power, and his authority, and his rule. The first way that happens is the king has to die and the son takes over the throne. Now, I’m going to give you guys a wake-up call. Our King never dies. So that creates a conflict and a problem if you and I want to become King’s sons because my God has never lost and He’s never gonna die, so how then do I get to share in His power and His authority? 

The second way that sons have the opportunity to share in the power of the king is that when a king expands his territory, he and his son have to rule in different territories. You don’t have to believe me spiritually. You can go read this stuff practically in history. When a king expands his territory, he does not leave the throne of his native territory. He simply conquers new territory and then he sends regents to lead and act as him there.

And so, what did God do? God said, “Well, I want to share in My influence, My power, My wealth, and My dominion, but the problem is that I’m not going anywhere. I’m not giving up My throne. I’m not going to die. And so in order for Me to do that, the only way I can share the power that I have is that I conquer new territory.” 

God is everything, don’t you agree? So before there was ever this physical existence, God had been everything to the unseen world. There isn’t any more expansion that you can get past God because everything came out of God. God’s bigger than it all. 

He said, “Well, I’ve done everything. I’ve maximized my dominion rule in the unseen realm. Now, we’ve got work to begin to rule in the seen realm.” So God begins to form and create in the seen realm. He builds this territory. 

The whole reason you have days 1-5 of creation is so that day six could happen because a king can’t be king unless he has territory. But then a kingdom is nothing unless it has a king. If days 1-5 stood on their own, they would be absolutely nothing. Same thing with day six—on its own it would be nothing. 

He had to create the possibility for a kingdom so that He could send the king. And so days 1-5  begin to be created because day 6 was on its way. Here’s how much God loves you: He loves you so much that He gave you the world. He took five days to fashion what would be yours.

The all-seeing, all-knowing, omnipotent, all-powerful God could have done anything in an instant. He took five days of precision to develop the territory that He would give to His sons. At some point, you have to embrace how awesome God thinks you are. You also have to begin to realize how awesome God is because He knew it would take some precision, activity, influence, and some pretty special things just to hold a part of Him in the earth. That’s how amazing our God is. 

God says, “I want to share who I am and what I have. So, I’m going to create this territory to set King’s sons in it.” The first part of our primary assignment is to be a son because you can’t walk in the full potential of your assignment unless you're first a son. 

Now I’m going to get into some of this a little bit later, but that should become the first emphasis of a person’s life when they accept the repositioning of the Savior—to become a son. We want dominion. We want reign. We want rule. We want territory. We want gift. We want anointing. We want everything. 

And God’s like, “Hold on.” This is so beautiful. If you read between the lines and you give the Holy Spirit the ability to bring revelation to the Word, before He ever began to pronounce gifting and assignment on man’s life, He first had to give birth to man. What becomes the prominence in the relationship between you and the Father: what you're doing for Him/what gift you’re using to do things for Him, or the fact that you’re just a son? A son! You have to first learn how to be a son. 

How many of you gave birth to a son and gave him the car the moment he was born? We’re in the South. We’ve got some gun-toting folks. How many of you gave birth to a son and handed him the 9-millimeter the moment they were born? That would be stupid as a football bat because  learning how to be a son is better than learning how to spend the inheritance. We have to first learn how to be a son because the truth of the matter is that unless there’s a prince, there can’t be a king. 

That’s why He created us to begin with—to be that physical representation and that regent in the earth. Let me shift topics for a minute because I’m going to come back to the son stuff later on. 

Along with the delegation came an assignment. You can’t assume a role of royalty and not accept the price that comes with it. So with the delegation of being His representation in the earth also came an assignment, which was to continue to expand His territory, His rule, and His glory. 

How do we do that? Well, how did He do it to begin with? To expand His rule and His reign and essentially to conquer His territory, He sent sons. As His representation in the earth, we embark on a primary assignment to continue to fulfill the wishes of our Father which is to extend His rule and His reign and His territory by making sons. 

To recap, man has been created and birthed. There’s already a son present. So now let’s watch the assignment that God begins to distribute. Genesis 1:28: “Then God blessed them.” Well, let me think about that for a minute. How many of y’all have been praying for God’s blessing this week? Well, God just blessed them. That ought to wake me up a little bit. God just blessed them and they didn’t even have to ask for it. They're tapping into something. Adam, the son, didn’t even have to ask for the blessing. 

Why is that? What did God bless them to do? That’s the question we’ve got to begin to ask because we have the tendency to want God to bless what we do, but God can only bless what He tells us to do. 

What did God bless them and tell them to do? “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and subdue it. And have dominion.” That ought to awaken something in me because if I want the unlimited blessing of God, then I better learn how to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and have dominion. I’m giving y’all keys right now. God just blessed their life and said, “This is what I’m blessing you to do. I’m blessing you to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and to have dominion.” That is literally a kingdom concept of territorial expansion. 

Multiply means to be productive. Multiply what? His image. Multiply His likeness. Multiply His territory. Multiply His sons. 

What’s fill the earth mean? Here we go again: populate it. Birth sons. But not just populate it with people. We’ve been really good at that. There’s almost eight billion people in the earth right now. 

Listen, he didn’t bless them to be promiscuous and just give birth. The earth was only to be populated by sons. Let’s get real about what God’s saying here. Why? Because only sons can subdue it and have dominion. 

You’ve got to begin to take this thing step by step. Let’s start at blessing. What’s He blessing them to do? He’s blessing them to be fruitful and multiply. Well, I better get busy in being fruitful and multiplying if I want to be blessed. Why do I need to be fruitful and multiply? Because in order for me to walk in subduing in dominion, it can only be done through sons. I have to multiply sons to function in the rest of it. 

In order to carry this thing out, I’ve got to do it God’s way. I‘ve got to do it by birthing sons. When it says “subdue” and “have dominion” those are both very kingdom terms because subdue literally means to subject. What do you do when you bring something into subjection? You begin to rule over it. It begins to be under your authority. So, here’s what He saying: subdue it; bring the whole earth under your authority; you begin to have the power to direct it. 

But then He also says, “and have dominion.” What’s the deal about this whole dominion thing? Dominion is derived from the root word “domain” and domain literally means territorial rulership. God’s domain is in the heavens, and He just told you your domain was in the earth. He has now created a duality of kingship between two realms simultaneously. God’s kingdom expands not just in the saved, but in sons. We need to hear that in churches all across the world. 

I know a lot of people who confess Jesus but are still afraid of the enemy, which means they don’t have a lick of dominion, authority, or rule. I know a lot of people who had a crying moment at an altar. They confessed that Jesus Christ could cover their past. The problem is they don’t have any more anointing to function in being fruitful. They are a 30-year-old toddler. 

And so our primary assignment—and the reason we were sent—is to be His image that makes sons. If you don’t figure out how to do anything else in this earth, get really good at doing that. I don’t care how many houses you can paint, or how many cars you can fix because that’s not going to be the ticket that gets you the “Well done.” I don’t care how much money you’ve got. I don’t care how many devils you can cast out because if I remember correctly in the Bible, it says “But Lord, didn’t we cast out devils in Your name?” And the Lord replied, “Depart from me you worker of iniquity.” God didn’t even have the ability to tell them well done because they weren’t His sons. They didn’t function in birthing sons. 

Let’s go back to something I taught earlier in discipleship: what was Jesus’s primary why? To bring the Holy Spirit back into man. Why was that His primary why? Because you can’t make Him sons without His seed. Remember, the seed of something reproduces itself. If you burst open an apple to get its seeds, it won’t grow an orange tree. 

Well, mankind dwelled on the earth for 4,000 years without His seed. So, Jesus had to come and distribute it back into man. Jesus came to reinstitute the Spirit into mankind so that we were no longer slaves but now sons. 

Y’all must not be very saved. You must like your past a lot. Why’d Jesus come? So that sons can reclaim the throne and take up the responsibility of expanding His rule and His influence through territory and through sons in the earth. That’s why the Spirit had to get back to man. 

The Spirit was not given to you so that you could run, shout, fall out, foam at the mouth, and talk in a language you don’t know. You got the Spirit so that you wouldn’t be impotent. There’s a lot of people who can shoot a seed and don’t have any power. You had to have the Spirit so that your seed could have potential and effectiveness. 

The whole reason the Spirit was distributed back into your life was so that your life would mean something. That’s why we have the Spirit. And this is what we need to wake up to in the church. It’s especially what we need to wake up to in the charismatic, Pentecostal, Spirit-filled churches. We need to realize it wasn’t given to us so that we could have fun with it. It was given so that we could be powerful and be potential in the earth. And so Jesus had to bring that thing back to you. He had to give the seed of the Spirit back to you and reinstitute the Spirit back to you so that we’re not slaves but sons that we can reclaim the throne and take up the responsibility of growing His influence and His territory through sons. If you don’t believe me, look at what Jesus reassigned from the moment He redistributed the Spirit. If you go to Matthew 28:18, what does it say? “All authority.” It’s funny to me that He starts with some Kingdom language. Why do you need authority if the idea wasn’t to rule and have dominion? So, He starts it out by saying, “All authority has been given to Me.” He even says in John 20, “As the Father sent Me, so I send you.” But as we continue in Matthew 28:1, He says, “Go make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them.” Teaching them how to be sons! Teaching them to observe all things I have commanded. Go give birth to sons and teach them how to be sons. That’s Jason’s commentary. Y’all buy that one when it comes out. It’s the whole idea. 

That same assignment was regiven to sons that was given to a son from creation. If we go back to where we started in Genesis 1:28, He says, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion.” In that language, authority is being given in order to birth sons to raise sons. 

What Jesus said in Matthew 28 literally parallels what God said in Genesis 1. It is the same language. It is the mission of God. There’s a reason why we call this the Great Commission. Let me break this down for you: the definition of “commission” is to be given authority to act for, on behalf of, to perform, or to produce in place of another. 

What did Jesus say? “All authority has been given to Me.” Why are you here in the earth? You’re here as representation. You’re here to represent an unseen God. If we break the word commission down, the word “mission” itself means a pre-established task, objective, or purpose. Y’all have been reading books talking about a purpose-driven life for forever. We’ve been purpose-driven everything, not even knowing what the purpose was. 

What was the pre-established task, mission, or purpose of God? It was to expand His rule, His reign, His influence, and His glory? Isn’t that where it all started at? You weren’t around when God said, “I have an idea. My idea is that I’m going to expand Myself. I’m going to expand My reign.” Creation began to function out of that mission. Now, we know that the mission of the Kingdom into the earth was to reproduce God. It was to be His image and to birth sons. That’s the preestablished, predetermined purpose that God has set forth. 

What does the prefix “co” in commission mean? It means together, with, or jointly. So what’s the Bible saying? What was God’s original mission? To expand His territorial reign and His influence through sons. Your commissioning means that you were granted the authority to jointly function in this purpose with Him. Here’s what’s cool. God created you to come alongside of Him and then put Himself inside of you to come alongside of you. It’s why the Holy Spirit is called paraclete. 
We’re not doing what we were sent to do if we’re not making more sons. We’re not doing what we were sent to do if we’re just having church services. We’re not fulfilling the commission simply by being saved. We’re fulfilling our assignment when we’re making more sons. We need to repent. There was an old worship song chorus that  says, “I’m sorry, Lord, for what I’ve made it.” That’s where we need to be. “I’m sorry for what I’ve made all this. I’m sorry for what I’ve made church about, what I’ve made my lifestyle about, and for what I’ve made You about.” Because we’ve really made God into what we wanted Him to be. We really need to repent to an understanding of what God wants and expects, and then we need to be obedient to it. Is anybody starting to understand what God expects and wants? 

We have to accept the responsibility of developing a passion for what God is passionate about. We spent too much time wanting God to get passionate about that restaurant we want to open up. Why you wanna open up a restaurant if you ain’t birthing sons? Can I show you something...if you don’t know how to birth sons in the Kingdom, how are you going to get employees to run your restaurant? It’s why the Bible says that He will give us the desires of our heart...it’s prefaced by our heart aligning with His so that His desires are our desires and our desires are His desires because they function in oneness. It’s what happens when the Bible says a man leaves his father and mother and two flesh are joined together as one flesh. It’s the relationship continuity of man and God and that we became one. His passions should become our passions and our passions should become His passions that we function as one together. 

Let me create some perspective and responsibility to the Body for a minute. This is where it gets tougher for you if it wasn’t tough already. Because the idea of discipleship has been left to the responsibility of the offices of the church and has not been the lifestyle of the corporate Body, son-making in multiplied fashion hasn’t happened! 

Let me explain why to some degree. First of all, we’ve fallen in love with our safety and fallen out of love with the desires of God. We embrace salvation, yet reject conversion. We mainly do that because it costs us something—our lives. We’d rather live comfortably rather than take responsibility for what we do with what God has said. What you’re going to learn in the next chapters is that your life is not your own. 

Person 1: So you’re saying salvation is our safety—us just thinking that we’re saved and that’s it. We don’t have to do anything else.

That’s exactly right. Yes. That keeps us comfortable. It keeps us contained. It keeps us in the box. It keeps us safe. Primarily because we don’t want to take the responsibility of a life that’s given away. A life that’s given away well is a life that’s first modeled as a son. We’re kind of like the prodigal son. We’re okay with being back and eating with the pigs as long as we’re in the fence. 

Person 2: Yes, as long as you have a safety net.

Yes, as long as I’m inside the boundaries of my Father’s territory. Think about when you were a kid and somebody rolled up on your property wanting to fight, you’re in the boundaries of your daddy’s house, so they aren’t going to you on your property. It’s the mindset of “let me get right inside the driveway past the mailbox.” 

Can I tell you that somebody who is okay  with just getting past the mailbox into the driveway is still homeless? At some point, you have to begin to live in the house. So, again, we’d rather not take responsibility spiritually. 

Let me explain why we’ve failed with discipleship from an organization standpoint. We’ve placed the expectation of the responsibility of the masses on a select few—believing that if discipleship is going to happen— it’s supposed to happen from the leaders of the church. That’s really been the context of how churches function in discipleship. Even 40-50 years ago, when we had Sunday school, that was supposedly the method of discipleship. That’s not discipleship. That is intimate teaching. 

Let me first say that discipleship or son-making is an all-sons assignment. That means, as a leader of the church, I, Pastor Jason, still have a responsibility to make sons myself. I’m not trying to pass off responsibility to you and not do it myself. I’m trying to give you proper context of the way things layout so that it can multiply. 

Like I said earlier in this teaching,  I’ve been given an assignment or to shape and train up people to be disciple makers. If you look at the commission in Matthew 28, it says in paraphrase, “Take over territories and make sons in all nations.” If you go to Acts 1, it even more specifically says, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be my witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” That’s territory consumption. Disciples started being made, but the Body wasn’t taking responsibility for the full commission. How can I say that? Because Jesus said make sons and then He said make sons and take over territories by making sons in all nations. Jesus didn’t come to give us a little bit. He came to give us all. 

Didn’t God tell Adam, “Look out and everything that your eyes can see is yours. Just don’t eat from that tree.” God even told that to Abraham. God told Abraham that the nations are in his seed. See, it’s still about making sons and taking over territory. It’s all throughout this thing. 

Let me tell you that obeying God a little isn’t obeying God. The Body was beginning to make disciples and grow the church, but they were not going to make disciples and take over territories. They had a good church service—got some people saved—but they weren’t going and growing. They weren’t taking over territories or populating the earth with sons. 

And I know that seems counterintuitive to some of you who’ve read the New Testament. Let me go a little further with you. The Body remained stationary in Jerusalem. From the onset of the first church, from the commissioning of Acts, the outpouring so that there’s power in Acts 2, the local church remained the local church in Jerusalem. They stayed there. There was no cross-pollination. There was no expansion. There were no multi-gardens. There was just one. There was no territory-claiming, son-making, mass production activity as they were commissioned to do. 

What does God do? Let’s go to Acts 8:1, which says, “Now Saul was consenting to his death, and at that time, a great persecution arose against the church”...which was at where? Jerusalem… “and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria”...and if you jump on over to verse 4… “therefore those who were scattered”...got busy preaching the word. HMM! Isn’t this interesting? They were all holed up in Jerusalem. They were having a Holy-Ghost church service and weren't doing anything with it in mass. Obviously, people were growing some in Jerusalem, but in mass. He said all the nations. Why in the world do we just settle for our little holy huddle when God said we can have the nations? 

The Body wasn’t doing what it was told to do. It wasn’t going. So God rolls up in Acts 1 and a persecution arose against the church. If the church doesn’t do what the church was meant to do, God will permit a persecution to spur it to action. 

We might not experience it to the degree that other nations have, but we’re in persecution. And over the last year, America has been persecuted. You may call me a conspiracist. I don’t care, but everything that’s taken place in 2020 spiritually has been done to create distraction and frustration and division in the Body. Can I tell you the only ones who are still fighting lawsuits in America are not restaurants—it’s churches! We are the only ones!
 
California was just permitted to have in-person services last week for the first time in a year. We’re being persecuted. The truth of the matter is that the spirit in the spirit realm has persecuted us for quite awhile, so that’s why we live the sedentary spiritual lifestyle that we do because we’ve adapted to the persecution of the spirit. We’ve accepted the persecution rather than allowing it to spur us into action, so God has turned up the heat with the persecution. God forbid we get to where we could get. That’s why I believe God is really trying to call us to a place right now that we better begin to respond the way the early church did when the Bible says that under persecution when they were scattered, they finally went into the territories that God gave them and began to get busy with the Word.

Go back to Acts 8:1. It says, “They were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria except for the apostles.” Follow me for a minute. Let me give you a little sidenote. The church had to be built. Somebody had to administrate the development of the training house. 

Why not the apostles? Because what does Ephesians 4:11-13 say? It says, “And He Himself gave some offices of apostleship, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and some teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry.” WHY?... “until all come to the unity of the faith”. Okay, now we’re getting people saved. “and of the knowledge of the Son of God” Why do you need to know the knowledge of the Son of God if the idea is not to make sons of God? “to a perfect man to a measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

Now we’re not just trying to birth sons. We’re trying to raise them up. But where does that birthing and raising up come from? From the offices or from the Body? (People answer “the Body”). I don’t think we can dispute the Word. It comes from the Body. He gave some the offices because somebody had to train the trainers. You spend a lot of time in a train-the-trainer program, right? We only have that in the natural because it was established in the spiritual. 

They were all scattered except the apostles...except for the offices. That doesn’t mean that the offices didn’t begin to function in other territories, but they were building the training house—the hub. 

Go back with me to Acts 11:19-26. Are you ready for this revelation? “Now those who were scattered after the persecution”...we’re bringing this thing back together again talking about the same group of people...“that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But then some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke up to the Hellenists preaching the Lord Jesus.” 

Now, we’re starting to get this thing into territories. What happens? We start getting people saved. We start birthing sons. And now we have to be at a place where we can raise sons, not just birth them. What happens in the early church is that you still have a bunch of immature people because they’ve all really just been birthed as sons except for 12 of them who had been raised up for about three and a half to four years. 

This is where we begin to build the bridge to show how everyone is a discipler because everyone is sent to the territories, but you don’t have to have all the answers when you’re engaging in birthing sons and raising sons because there is a training house that you can draw them back to. The training house is where everybody gets trained and encouraged. 

Let’s go back to that Scripture. It says, “They spoke to the Hellenists preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord”...now we got the birthing of sons, right? 

Watch what happens. “Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem. Then, they sent Barnabas to Antioch.” Well, who was Barnabas? Barnabas was one of those trainers who could encourage the faith. 

 Watch what the Scriptures say. “When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad and he then began to encourage them all that with purpose of heart should continue with the Lord.” Barnabas took them and began to train how to raise them. The apostles sat back and were building the training house sending out regents and representatives and son-making machines into the earth. 

Before we can raise them, we have to birth them. Let’s go out and give birth to them. Hang with them. When you birth them, you can’t just push them off. You’ve got to put them up close to your bosom and begin to nurture them a little bit. You’ve got to start raising them. That’s okay because we’re going to send grandparents in to teach you how to hold them, how to train them up, how to wipe them, and how to bathe them a little bit more. We’re going to send grandaddy who understands how to walk in this life to not only care for the son that has been birthed but also look after his boy who has become a father now. 

Remember, some have to be apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangelists because somebody’s got to train the trainer. There’s got to be a house somewhere that knows how to become a great school. Barnabas was brought in to encourage and train the trainers for the work of discipleship. Understanding how this thing begins to work, the responsibility of that burn and passion should be to all the sons. We’ve got to create a shift in the Body so the attention and the expectation of birthing the sons and feeding them isn’t done from the grandparents, but by the new mommas and daddys. 

 And when they need granddaddy’s help and influence and wisdom, you can always go to granddaddy. If you need to drop them off for a little while and get some help because you’re about to lose your mind, you’ve got grandmomma and granddaddy. There’s gotta be somebody who has the wisdom, authority, and the experience to train the trainers to be the grandfathers to the fathers. But the work of nurturing and raising and birthing and educating and pampering happens with the moms and dads. 

This doesn’t mean we can’t experience some of the opportunities, the expressions, and all of those types of things...that doesn’t mean that at all. But it means that those are not the end game. Those are the opportunities. Those are some of the empowerments. Those are some of the hows that we function in and use for the main thing, which is to birth sons. 

All of this makes no difference if there’s not something that burns in your heart for it. I can teach you all day long. We can set up structures, strategies, plans and practices all day long, but if it never burns in the heart of the people...if they never know the why or buy into the why, none of it’s going to matter. 

I’m here trying to compel you back to the why—back to the burn of what God wants and expects of His sons and daughters in the earth. There has to be this burning for discipleship inside of you to be two things: to be a disciplined expression of the image of God, and to have a desire to relationally transact. Those two things have to become the core of the life of the body of Christ. 

Person 1: I just had a question about Barnabas. He was an apostle, right? (Pastor says yes). So, he was supposed to stay in Jerusalem with all the other apostles because he was one who wasn’t supposed to be scattered, right?

Pastor: I want to properly build context because eventually there was a lot of scattering. Paul scattered everywhere.

Person 1: Ok. Well, my question was like this. If he was supposed to like stay put and be in the office or whatever, did they send him or was he sent to go start a new office technically? 

Pastor: No, so this is the beauty of this word “overseer.” an overseer is someone who provides oversight for a church. An overseer becomes the bishop or the wisdom structure who provides oversight, inspiration, influence, caretaking, and correction, etc. For example, if we’re talking about a modern-day church, he’s not necessarily there to be the head guy week in and week out. He’s the grandparent to the head guy or girl, if that makes sense. He’s the one who comes in and observes it, saying, “Hey, where can I help you? Where can I build you up? Where can I encourage your faith? Where can I help with your people and encourage them and train them up? Where can I come in and look at your systems, restructure them, and give a prophetic word of inspiration and apostolic oversight that sends you on a mission.” That’s what begins to happen with those bishops or those overseeing figures. 

Those overseeing figures did not necessarily remain in Jerusalem forever. We have to start somewhere. Paul spent very little time in that area. The hub of the church is Jerusalem, even today. The Bible tells us when heaven and earth are recreated, there’s a new Jerusalem. There’s the prophetic word of John in Isaiah that saw the new Jerusalem. And so again, that becomes the central hub of God’s church, God’s chosen, and His elect. They didn’t remain there forever.

Person 2: You were talking about the difference between somebody who was saved versus someone who is a son. I probably didn’t understand it correctly, but it sounds like somebody who gets saved, comes forward at an altar call, or responds to a message somewhere but then never does anything else whereas a son follows and finds out what God wants. Like...ok, the thief on the cross got saved, but he never had a chance to be a son.

Pastor: And he didn’t. You’re right. Let’s back up into that a little bit if we’re going to get very detailed and specific. First of all, God’s grace and mercy extends to His limits, not mine. And so, the first thing He did was give birth. He desires relationship. He desires all mankind to come unto Him beyond anything, He never built hell for mankind. He doesn’t want anyone to spend eternity in the lake of fire and damnation. And so obviously, there are many people we all have known who have had an opportunity on a deathbed or at a last moment of unknowing, they accepted Jesus as their King and were saved. Thankfully, they will spend eternity with Him, but that’s not why we were sent. 

Do you understand what I mean? We weren’t sent to live that life. We were sent to be sons. It doesn’t necessarily mean that somebody who’s saved is not a son, but let me bring a little bit more relationship to modern-day life. You do know what an illegitimate child is, right? An illegitimate child essentially has no fathering. That’s where the issues start because there was a birth, but no raising. There’s no fathering influence for the possibility of that child to become everything he/she can be. It doesn’t mean that He doesn’t love them, that they’re not saved, and that they won’t spend an eternity with Him. But the idea was not to be that. The idea wasn’t even for us to dwell in heaven’s eternity, anyway. It was to dwell in our authority and domain here in earth. 

Person 2: Isn’t it almost impossible to say “Now, I’m saved. I’m not going to do anything else”? This is something that I’ve always heard—I’m not even sure that it’s biblical—.that you’re either going forward with God or you’re backsliding.

Pastor: I think that’s simple to say because I think that’s somewhat a cop out for people. The reason I say that is because I personally think it’s impossible for somebody to have a real encounter with God and not move forward or respond to His presence in their life. 

I have to be truthful with you. I begin to question how real of an encounter people have if they are sitting still. You might not like my philosophy or my theology a whole lot because I think that will greatly reduce the percentages in the church. 

Let me stop and be real about things for a minute. This is going to put everybody on the spot. How many of you are living the finite purpose of your life? How many of you claim to be professing, born-again Christians? All of you? Okay. How many of you are living the purpose and the assignment and the mandate of your life that you were sent to live? Do you see the wrestling match? I think the truth is everyone in here—including myself—was at some point under a mindset of believing, but not functioning in what we were built to function in. 

There’s a lot of questions that maybe we don’t have full access to knowing the answers to, but I think it’s evident in churches all across America that there are a lot of people who say they’re saved, but they’re sitting as dead as a doornail. I don’t know because I can’t look into the depth of their soul to really know, “Do they really know Him?” Because I’ve clarified that before. Most of what people deem as knowing Him is just having a mental recognition that He in fact existed in the earth, He died on a cross, and did resurrect. And I think that’s where a lot of the Christian knowing is, but biblical knowing is experiential knowledge of a life lived. I guess it can be weighed on that scale. 

Person 3: Where we come from, we had the model there, and everybody was on fire and all of this stuff, but nobody was sent out. We were there for a long time. Now, we’re here with you Pastor Jason, and we’re getting this new revelation because you do different, you speak different, you have a different kind of wisdom, and you have a different grace on your life. We’re growing into a place that we can believe again—that this is going to happen here. For whatever reason why it wasn’t happening there, I don’t know. I do have hope again that this will happen here. I believe that we’re where we’re supposed to be now.

Pastor: Well, first of all, I’m grateful. I mean, I love you guys to the nth degree. Y’all are just incredible people and you serve this ministry with an incredible commitment and servitude. But I do want to kind of clarify something a little bit because you used the word “sent,” right? My wife and I were talking about that, or I brought it up in one of our devotions. “Sent” has been on my mind a lot for a lot of reasons. Here’s what I don’t want to make a mistake of you guys believing because I think that the Body can really sit on the crutch of “sent.”  What I mean by that is until somebody lays their hands on you or gives you a direct task, assignment, order, or direction, that you ain’t sent. The truth of the matter is that whether I ever say go, He’s already said go. So, you’ve already been sent. The stamp of the commissioning has already been on your life. 

But at least here what I’m trying to accomplish is just an education and a training up that you have something worth being sent with. That’s what I think that we have to embrace...taking on a personal responsibility that means I don’t wait. I go. 

And being sent doesn’t even mean being sent out of this house—like you have to go somewhere else to do it, like you’ve got to move to Georgia. Sent means leave here. You’re sent. Go to 29624. Go to 29621. Go to 29625. Go to 29642. Go function in that sent assignment. But we’re just trying to raise up and create sons. We’re going to get into this later, but I don’t think you can properly really invite somebody into that relationship until you have a model to present. Now, there’s questions about when there’s a proper model, and I’m going to get into that later.

Person 4:  I just have a question about when you’re saying always taking people back to the training house or having the grandfather come in. So where we will be going (as missionaries), there is literally no one else that will be there who knows Jesus except for us. So how do you justify that idea of “Okay, we’re going out and we’re making these sons. We don’t have that grandfather to come in.” So, do we assume the role of both?” 

Pastor: Well, you do have that actually. Why can’t we be that for you here at this church? Why can’t we come in and grandfather? You know, you essentially need that because there was no apostolic direction in the New Testament church that didn’t have oversight back home. Even Paul submitted himself to authority and so on and so forth. That is possible. 

You are obviously embarking on a territory that is much like the early church, so you have somewhat of the dual role of giving birth to sons, raising them up, while simultaneously creating a house for them to be trained in and a core community. It’s like a church plant to some degree, but you don’t need to traverse that territory thinking that you don’t have grandfathers. And that those grandfathers, much like Barnabas, Antioch wasn’t sent back to Jerusalem. Barnabas was sent from Jerusalem to Antioch. Don’t think that that can’t happen for you guys. But it’s a lot like what happened here to some degree in birthing a new church. There’s a lot of struggles that come with that that not everybody experiences.

Person 4: It’s different.

Pastor: It is. It's a challenging unique deal. You’re going to have to birth a people and a church in a sense. A house and a family. It’s called pioneering. If you’re legitimately going into territories like that and you’re being sent to do it as an apostolic assignment, you need apostolic oversight. 

I hope this is helping a little bit, and I’m really looking forward to what God is going to birth out of this because I believe a movement is coming. 
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Introduction: Alright, so last week we began kinda tracking down this discipleship thing. And really got into the understanding of what God really desires. And that is to make sons, right? And we’re to be sons, making sons. We established that last week that that’s really the core reason of our existence here on this earth is to expand His kingdom, His rule, His reign, His influence through the making of sons. 

Now that we’ve got that established, what I’ve been praying for is that God would really build a burden in you. I’m just gonna be honest with you because you’ve chosen to be here, you’ve exposed yourself to my prayers. And my prayers are calling for a fire to burn down inside of everybody, so insatiable that you don’t know how to put it out unless you are doing what you’ve been drawn to do. 

That is to make sons and daughters in the Kingdom. I’m just really praying and believing for great passion and desire for discipleship in the earth and through this body of believers so we can contain the glory of God that I believe He wants to send. 

 I want to ask a question tonight and get some feedback before I really start teaching. I know some of y’all were around a year ago where I talked through this and asked some of these questions. I’ve had a little bit of this dialog before, but I want to hear it again. 

I want to hear from some of the folks who weren’t here. I want to think through things like who are the disciples, what are the disciples? Someone give me some feedback on what discipleship is and what it looks like? And don’t give me a canned answer from what you’ve been told, tell me in your mind and your heart what you believe or what you know about what discipleship is. Tell me who are the disciples and what are they, so on and so forth. I’d really love to have as many answers to these questions from as many people as I can before I jump into anything different.  

Person 1:  To me discipleship means men carrying on what Jesus started. 

Pastor:  Okay, so talk through that. What do you mean by that, though? 

Person 1:  Well, they stayed with Jesus all the time and watched Him pray to His Father, watched Him turn his head to violence—stuff like that. I think that being a disciple means you should be on your guard at all times. I think I’ve already mentioned the fact that I’ve been praying for a guy I work with. I don’t get along with him, so I stay away from him. But I’ve been praying, “God, if you want me to talk to him, then you give me the words to say.” I can’t do it on my own. And I think that is one of the parts of discipleship.

Pastor:  Ok, somebody else. Ok Person 1. I got a word from what you just said that stuck out to me. 

(Pastor writes WATCH - on the board)

Pastor: You said that word, right? I want to focus on that for a minute. 

Person 2:  Jesus said go out and make disciples so to me, Jesus is saying to go out and share the gospel. I believe we are all disciples, we all have the ability to be disciples because we all go out and share the gospel of the Word of God.

Pastor: My two associate pastors and I pondered through that question this morning. When you say the word gospel what is that?

Person 2:  The word of God—what Jesus taught. He came to the earth as a human and died for our sins and spread the Word of the Kingdom. It’s God’s commands and right and wrong, how to live your daily life.

Pastor:  Okay, I like that. I want to pose a question with that because I like where you are going. I think when the phrase "shared the gospel" has been used in the past, it just meant that God came to earth in the form of His son, Jesus, died on the cross for your sins, resurrected in three days and presented you with everlasting life  That’s kind of the short story of what the gospel is. Don’t misunderstand me for a minute—that is obviously part of the gospel. In order for us to really embrace what the gospel is, I don’t think the gospel can be spoken in one encounter. 

I think we can create the opportunity— the invitation—create a stirring, and we can share the love of Jesus and begin to share truth that hopefully begins to pierce deep and draw someone  to a place of repentance. 

But if we are really going to frame the word Gospel, by translation it means “good news.” And what is the good news? You talked about what Jesus taught, what Jesus said, what Jesus did, what He drew from the Father. I think that becomes important to understanding the truth of what the gospel is. Because the gospel is the message of the Kingdom that Jesus preached. 

Again, don’t get me wrong, Jesus is literally the hinge by which everything swings in the earth. Let’s not miss that. But Jesus didn’t preach Himself, He preached the Kingdom. The only way you can access the Kingdom is through Jesus. As a matter of fact Jesus deferred from Himself to the Father. We really have to embrace the message that Jesus preached and that is a full scope of what the gospel is, which is the message of the Kingdom. I just wanted to clarify that. I like where you are going with that. Does anyone else have anything to say about discipleship? Who are the disciples?

Person 3:  I think part of discipleship should be like our fruits showing, our actions. If everywhere I’m going I’m not showing Jesus through my fruit— the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self control—I can’t reach as many people. If they see me acting one way and then when my mouth speaks about Jesus, they don’t want to listen. I think the actions and pressing into wherever you go people see something different about you, should be part of discipleship. 

Pastor: I like that, that’s good. What else? 

Person 4:  One thing that stands out to me is that you live, you show others the way to live and you show others to reproduce yourself. And if you’re not reproducing yourself, then you’re not really doing anything. Reproduction. He says subdue and multiply. 

Pastor:  Okay, that’s good. Reproduce. That becomes a core component. 

Person 5:  For me, disciples are followers. 

Pastor:  A follower.

Person 5:  Yes, it’s all me. 

Pastor:  A disciple is a follower. 

Person 6:  Just building on what Person 5 was saying about being a follower, being able to say to the person you’re discipling that you want them to be able to follow you and you are following Christ. Because you have to be leading that person somewhere that is towards Christ. Someone  could follow you various places that won’t get you closer to the Kingdom. We‘ve got to make sure we are leading them towards Him. 

Pastor:  I love it. I’m about to shut y’all down and preach. That’s good, thank you Person 6. That’s really awesome. It’s exciting, but here’s what I want to ask. This is more of the telltale question. You don’t have to answer out loud, just ask yourself. 

How many of you are actively engaging, day in and day out in these things in relationship to someone else? How many of you are actually living it with your life, defining it with your being? That’s the whole idea. 

I think that whether we understand informationally what discipleship is or whether we can quote some good sayings, it has to translate into who we are eventually. I’m not just talking about Rejuvenate, I mean the Body of Christ has not been this. We might say the word discipleship, but we’ve not really been it. When do we make this whole Kingdom thing what it really is? 

It’s not just showing up on Sunday to have fun together and celebrate. Sundays ought to be kind of like stopping by the gas station and filling your car up so you can get through the next week.  It’s an inspirational moment, a moment of celebration, a moment of refueling the tank in the corporate body, corporate manifestation of God so that we can begin to carry out the week living this lifestyle. It means having fuel in our tank to give away. 

When do we really make this who we are? I think that’s the biggest challenge right now, at least that I see. It’s not a problem to teach or give information. The hard part is drawing people to a place that they want to do something. I can’t make anybody want to do something. Remember that saying, “You can lead a horse to water but can’t make them drink?”  So that’s the biggest problem, we gotta really press into a place of burden and desire to want this to be our lifestyle. I really appreciate you guys giving a little bit of feedback about this stuff. And kinda getting at least a little understanding. 

 Although we only heard from six or seven people, I’m really pleased that  we have some people who at least have a better understanding about what it really is compared to some places. More people understand this than what we thought. My associate pastors can back me up on this.

They are giving answers like they gave, these are some of the right answers. We’ve got to translate it to some of the right living. I’m excited about that, I feel like we have a great place to start. 

And now that we kind of established last week, what is the core reason that we are on this earth, let’s start getting into what this looks like. What becomes the centerpiece to any effective discipleship? I mean, obviously, it’s God and the Holy Spirit, you can’t do anything without them— that’s a given. Let’s think more practically, tangibly speaking. What is the centerpiece of effective discipleship? 

Person 7:  A leader.

Pastor:  I like that, I’m going to change the language a little bit. 

Person 8: Presentation.

Pastor:  So y’all are kind of in the same place. 

Person 9:  Hearing God.

Pastor:  You’re right, but I’m going to carry that back and pair it up to what I was saying about the presence of God and the Holy Spirit. That, by far, is obviously central. I’m thinking more personable, more tangible, more practical in the application of it. What is the centerpiece in discipleship? 

Person 10: Connectivity to others.

Pastor:  That’s an important part, but that’s still not the centerpiece. 

Person 11; A right heart.

Pastor:  Yes, heart, presentation, and leader are all in the same train of thought. 

A Model: I’m going to give you one word that becomes the centerpiece to effective discipleship.—you’ve got to be a model. If there is not a model, there is nothing to replicate anything after. 

Did it not tell us that Jesus Christ was the cornerstone? So there has to be a model, in order for effective discipleship to happen. You don’t give birth into something, you give birth out of something. A child doesn’t come into a woman, it comes out of a woman, right? 

If you don’t start with something then nothing can come out of it. The model becomes the centerpiece by which discipleship is birthed. If you understand this, in John 1:3, that “all things were made through Him. And without Him nothing was made that was made.”  That means everything that was created, everything that was birthed out of, came out of something, it didn’t come out of nothing.

By our eyesight, it looks like it came out of nothing. The Bible teaches us everything that you see came out of something that already was, which was Him. And so before there was anything, before anything could ever be created or birthed there had to be something for it to come out of. 

That’s where we have to begin. In order for effective discipleship to take place, there has to be something for something else to come out of. There has to be this model before there could be a replication. 

I don’t know how many of you reading this are working in some kind of manufacturing industry, but you have to have a prototype, right? You don’t just decide you’re going to do something, you have to build something that you begin to construct everything else by. There has to be a mold. 

 Again, the centerpiece of any effective discipleship is the model. What is the model? The model is a son in His image. 

In the last teaching, we learned that in order for us to expand His kingdom, His rule and reign, sons had to be birthed. So the first focus of your life is not to be a discipler, it’s to be a son. If you watch what it says in John 1:12 it says, “But as many as received Him, He gave them the right to become the Son of God.” I’m going to break this down for you. “As many as received Him, He gave them the right to become the sons of God or the children of God.” That’s the first part of it, after Jesus gives His life for you and clears out everything of your yesterday that gives you the opportunity to be in relationship again. He’s created the chance for to now become what God always intended for you to be. That’s a son, okay? We can’t birth sons until we have some sons, right? Sons become fathers. So as many as received Him, he gave the right the children or the sons of God. 

Here’s what’s interesting about this passage. It indicates that being a son is not an automatic process. It’s just simply the fact that you were granted the right to become one. Isn’t that what the language says? “He gave the right to become the sons of God.” We have to embrace the fact that it doesn’t happen automatically because we’ve been given this false reality that simply because He died and He paid the price for our sins that I’m suddenly this mature son of God. No.  He gave us the right to become a son of God. You don’t automatically convert into this model. 

Anybody who’s ever bought a vehicle to bring it back to a place of restoration knows it doesn’t suddenly get restored simply because you paid for it. Somebody had to carry it through the process of becoming. And so we can’t assume that simply because it was paid for it’s already restored or it’s in a model of restoration. It has to become that. 

You have to become this model. He’s simply given you the right. Watch what Jesus says in his first encounter with Andrew and Peter in Mark 1 verse 16 through 18, He basically tells them follow me and I will make you become fishers of men. Isn’t that what He says? I will make you become. Watch the word make here. The word make in that passage, where He says I will make you become translates as construct, manufacture or cause. If you are already manufactured, why does He have to manufacture you? If you are already in what you needed to be, why does he need to cause you to do anything? If you are already there, why does He need to construct you? 

Here’s what happens is the moment that He gave His life for you, He gave you the right to become and He says and then I will make you become. Interesting enough if you go look at the translation of become, it translates as born. All of a sudden, He’s talking about birthing a son, I’ve given you the right to become one but now I’m going to birth you. 

It also translates as emerge. What happens when the crown of a baby’s head comes out of the birth canal? Does it not emerge? So it’s being born, it’s emerging, it’s a process of coming from one dimension into another. 

Listen, you don’t get pregnant on Valentine’s night and suddenly the baby is born. There’s this development that has to go on inside even though you’ve given it a right to become a child. Life is there but it’s not showing itself as a son or a daughter yet. 

Person 1: I think what you’re doing right now for us is the same as what you’re talking about because you’re creating an environment for something to be birthed, but we have to make sure that we put ourselves in place so what God works out in the room happen and that it’s not just something we come in and hear, but not value the environment that’s been created. Everything is already here that we need. 

Pastor: That’s good. The truth is that when Jesus gave the invitation to Andrew and Peter, everything was already there that they needed, but it didn’t automatically make them sons. I also like this translation which means transitioned from one realm or condition to another. The word “become” implies motion, movement, or growth. Becoming something means a continual movement. It’s a continual growth.    

Now, we know that God has given us the right, but then there’s the responsibility to become. If you’ve been positioned and given the right to become a son—a model for discipleship—then how do I become? This question and answering the question becomes the the key pursuit in the life of a believer. Because with a limitless God, the pursuit of becoming has no lid. 

So, becoming has to become your lifestyle. There will never be a place that you will arrive at the full picture of the model until you’ve been converted into eternity. Your pursuit here on earth is a continual pursuit of becoming. You’re continually growing into the model’s son that you need to be. You may think you get to a place where you can help someone else out by teaching them and serving them, but there is never an option for you to stop emerging.

 God never gives us that chance because He doesn’t cap off when He says to them who believe I’ve given them the power to become, He doesn’t say until. What He simply says is I’ve extended a power and a grace out of myself that they can continue to become for the rest of their days. That ought to be exciting to you because that let’s you know that who you are right now isn’t even who’s God’s called you to be. You’ve got so much more that you can reach, touch, and hold onto that it ought to create some kind of energy, that whether I have any idea of what someone else might be, I know that I can go a new dimension in my life. 

Let me just give you a little foretaste of where we can go in a few weeks, I’m not getting into it now. But if you start becoming, somebody else will want to become with you. You run off to Disney World, you’re going to have some folks who want to come too. If you give yourself into a lifestyle of becoming, someone is going to be inspired enough to want to become. 

My first responsibility is to give myself over, to really take advantage of the right that I’ve been given to become a son of God, to emerge as a son of God, to be born and continually move towards this place of being a son of God—to being the model.

Let’s think about this, God has given us the opportunity to be an example to the world of how they should live. Why do we take that for granted? You’ve wanted followers, influencers —you’ve wanted the limelight. The truth is you really want the million dollars, you don’t want the lime and light. Because God’s given you the limelight. God has literally put you on centerstage. It may not be the stage that you thought you wanted, but it’s a better stage than what you could have gotten on your own. You could not have created the success that God has prepared for you. It couldn’t have happened. 

Why do you think God has you where you are? Why do you think God has you in Anderson, SC right now? Because God has already given you a paid ticketed audience. You didn’t have to market, you didn’t have to dress it up, all you had to do was show up with the production. I mean, it’s like shooting fish in the barrel. Do you remember when the disciples were fishing and Jesus comes along? They had been toiling all day, and He said one word and it changed the catch for the day. They had been fishing on one side, and He said, “Do me a favor—throw it to the other one”. And all of the sudden, the Bible says that when they threw it to the other side, they had a haul they couldn’t even contain. It was so big it began to destroy their nets. 

Can I tell you that they didn’t have to change their location? They literally had to change their response to the Word. God has already put you in the right pond for your catch. The problem is you’re not responding rightly to the Word. We’re getting a little too wrapped up on let me find my gift. No, why don’t you find your son? Why don’t you find your become? If you find your become you’ll find out a whole lot more. Let’s become a son. Let’s take advantage of the right that we have been given and the audience that God has granted us access to. If we’ll become, people will be getting in line to follow.    

So we have a responsibility to this thing called become. You spend your life becoming everything that God has determined and planned for you. And the problem is, is that most people never come because they forfeit the way to becoming. We just want to become; we don’t want to travel the way to become. 

If you remember correctly, Jesus gave us all the answers. He said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”  The way I find my life, the way I find my becoming is through the way.
Because between the way, the right, the access and becoming is the truth that keeps me there and guides me there. The reason that most people don’t become —I’m talking about people in the church—I’m not talking about people in the world, the world ain’t even knocking on this door yet—is because we forfeit our way. I believe this is the number one reason why people don’t walk in any type of potential in their life and why the process of discipleship—son making—has been stale for quite a long time because it’s not that we don’t have the opportunity. 

The truth is you’ve probably have spent a lot of your time praying for an opportunity and it’s has been there the whole time. A lot of people pray to discover their gifts and the ability to discover their gifts has been there the whole time, you’re just not walking down the way. God’s not going reveal your gifts just for the sake of revealing your gifts. He’s going to reveal your gift so you can give it away. Unless you’re walking along the way that necessitates the gift, you’ll never discover who you are. I can’t forfeit the way to becoming and expect that I’m gonna become. 

So how do I become? Jesus laid out the clear way to become in Mark 1:17. He shoved it right in there after He said I’m going to make you to become. He said I’m going to make you to become and followed up with the way to become. You know Jesus doesn’t call you into something that He doesn’t give you the ability to walk in. Jesus doesn’t demand something of your life that He has not created the demand in you for. That would be futile. That would be insane. That would be torture for God to call you into something that you never had the ability to become—for Him to try to draw something out of you, to invite you into something that you’ve never had access to. He doesn’t work that way. He’s not that type of God. He’s not angry  bitter, or foolish. He’s not trying to torture, shame, or punish you. He’s trying to bring you to a place that you become. He says, “I’m going to show you the way.”  It was simply this, follow Me. How do we become? Follow Me. It’s so simple we miss it. 

Get ready for what I’m about to say because it’s going to hurt. Get a stick and bite on it. We have embraced the opportunity to receive and we have rejected the response to follow. Receive sounds good, right? Do you know why? We’re selfish, always thinking about what’s in it for me. If you really had your smarts about you, you’d realize that what’s in it for you is becoming a son. You’d understand that becoming a son makes you an heir. If you knew how things work in the Kingdom, you’d realize an heir gets access to the throne. If I get access to the throne, I get the stuff, I get the influence, I get the opportunity, I get everything. 

At some point, we’ve got to wake up and realize that what He’s invited us to ain’t so bad after all. But we function by our senses right up front so when we hear receive, we think of receiving the free payment of my sin being washed away and my guilt being gone. We like that kind of receiving. That just gave you the right, that didn’t qualify your become. 

So we like the receive, we don’t have a problem with the opportunity to receive. We just reject the response to follow. If we go back and can read this passage again and think about it, what we really receive is the right to something. Let’s put this in its proper  context. It obviously has a lot to do with the spirit, but let’s think about this in our earthly lives. It’s almost like having an inheritance that you get when you turn a certain age. You don’t actually possess the money right then. You don’t have the title or deed yet. it just simply gave you the right so when you turn a certain age, you could turn that piece of paper in for the inheritance or wealth that came with it. 

The problem is we don’t arrive at that type of inheritance in the Kingdom by age, we only arrive by maturity. So some people keep waiting for that day that their right has given them access to and never grow up to receive it. And the truth of the matter is what we receive, at least initially is a right. Isn’t that what He says? The right to become. I just showed it to you in John chapter 1. That doesn’t mean we obtain it. 

Person 1:  We like to be a baby.

Pastor:  Preach. She said we like to be a baby. I’m not going to say what I want to say right now. 

Person 2:  You can’t open doors by sitting on the couch. You’ve  got to get up and do. You’ve got to walk. 

Pastor: She said you can’t open doors sitting on the couch. We’ve got a lot of couch potato Christians, right? I like that. 

Person 3:   I understand that we’re supposed to be disciples of God and spread the Word and all of that, but when you put model on the board, I immediately thought, “Wow, that’s a lot of pressure to carry.” I understand we are going to continue to become but what if I fall short? 

Pastor:  I like that, but can I present the problem with that question? Do you mind if I expose a little bit? It’s wrong thinking. It’s not to say that we don’t have the capacity to sin because we do. But so did Jesus. He was fully man just like we are but Jesus never existed on earth that He did not function with the capacity to sin. 

Follow my thinking here. if he didn’t have the capacity, then there was no reason for a wilderness experience before He ever entered into ministry. But there was the capacity to sin, that’s why He was tempted. The Bible even lets us know that from that wilderness moment that satan said, “I am even going to come back for him at a more opportune time.” We also find the fact that He at least wrestled with it again in the garden. So Jesus always possessed the capacity to sin, but what Jesus showed us was that you can possess the capacity to sin and restrain that through the desire to becoming a son, which is only afforded by grace. 

Grace is not this cover up for yesterday, it’s an invitation for a greater tomorrow. There is a grace that has been assigned for your life that is continually calling you for a greater becoming. You don’t have to worry about the thoughts that say, “Am I going to fall, am I going to walk backwards?” Do mistakes happen? Yes, but you can’t live with that mindset. That’s the whole reason that Eve sinned to begin with is because she was given the thought to sin. 

A mindset was established before she ever acted in it. If we are always thinking in a sin mindset, then sin is always an option. If we’re going to mature as a body of believers and into becoming  sons, sin can no longer be an option. What God really desires in our mistakes is we make mistakes out of ignorance—a lack of revelation. There’s a differance between being ignorant and being stupid. Ignorance means I don’t have the information of it, so I fell out of lack of information. Stupid means I know it was wrong and did it anyway. The only reason that you know it was wrong and did it anyway, is because you gave yourself over to the mindset that it was accessible to you. 

 I just taught our leadership school that in order for you to grow yourself into a place of greater self-discipline is you take yourself out of the environment of the temptation. I told them to think about it from this standpoint: if you love cookies and trying to change your eating habits, don’t try to find a way to keep the cabinet doors shut. Don’t bring the doggone things home from the grocery store!   If I don’t bring them home, it’s never a thought in my mind, “Do I go get a cookie?” because there’s not even an option there. 

I have to begin to guard myself with the Word of God and create mindsets that function in right places so I at least give myself a chance to succeed. The truth of the matter is that God’s already given us the right to succeed, but we won’t give ourselves a chance to because we keep making failure an option. I don’t want to fail, and I don’t think that anybody else just sets out to fail. We have to evaluate our life because we’ve made far too many things in the church acceptable. Because we’ve made far too many things acceptable, we never leave the realm of temptation.

Because I’ve made running around with friends and gossiping about people “acceptable” and calling it wisdom or discernment, I never escape the temptation of gossip. I’ve blamed it on the Holy Spirit, thinking I can talk about somebody because it’s discernment. No, it’s not! That’s your vile behavior. As a matter of fact, what you’ve just done is blasphemed the Holy Spirit because you blamed the wrong work on God. 

Again, we keep ourselves in an environment where failure is always an option when God is trying to grow us out of that place. He told us, “When I set you a right and gave you the power to become,” He said “put off the old man.”  Or “when I was a child, I spoke like a child, but when I became a man I put off my childish ways.”  He doesn’t say I kept them around, or I flirted with them. He didn’t say, “ When I was 34, I was still carrying around my rattler and my pacifier.”  He said, “I put them things away. I created an environment for me to be successful in,” right? I think that’s the thing that we have to understand. 

We complain an awful lot about how vile and sinful the world is. And we celebrate with our words how much sin is present—how much vile activity and lasciviousness is present. Do you know what that does? That creates a greater animal that we can’t overcome the evil that’s in the world because all we do is look at how evil and sinful things are. 

The Bible tells us that where sin abounded, grace abounded more. So there’s never more sin than there is grace in the world. Grace is always the overpowering presence. if I don’t ever set my mind where Christ is and begin to function in a grace place in my thought process, I’ll leave myself susceptible every day where failure is a part of my lifestyle. 

Here’s where we’ve also done an injustice in the church—.we’ve always made failure acceptable by saying because Jesus’ blood was so powerful, you can fail and He’ll cover it up. You might not like this theology, but you’re going to try it out enough until you run up against an uh oh. You did it one too many times, and you went looking for that mercy being applied and uh oh. There’s none there. You may say, “What are you talking about? Lamentations told me His mercies are renewed every morning.” God’s mercies never stop flowing from Him. They just might stop flowing to you. When did Jesus ever sin? He never sinned, right? If I follow him that’s my opportunity, that’s my lifestyle. 

Person 4:  Like He said the power of life and death is in our tongues, and if you speak bad, bad things happen, of course. But if you follow Him like you said—like He said to—the battle’s already won. So why would you fail? 

Pastor:  So let me come back to you and say this. It seems like a lot of pressure and the truth of the matter is until we respond to the right, to the grace that’s made available to us, it seems like a lot of pressure until we decide. It’s just like Jesus in the garden, the moment that you decide what your will is, the pressure is gone. It doesn’t mean that you don’t come up against pressures or challenges. But that overwhelming pressure that says, “I can’t do it” or “I can’t handle it” is gone. God sees your response to Him. By faith, He sees that you trust Him to carry you down the right paths, to carry you to the right places to equip you to live in a lifestyle where becoming sin is not an option, but becoming Him is. 

And so that grace, when we get stuck in that place, we continue to look at our ability. You probably have heard this cliche: It’s never about our ability,  It’s only about our availability. What happens is we make ourselves an empty vessel, and His presence flows through us and is available to us on a daily basis by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We just have to desire to be led by Him, to commune and have fellowship with Him, and hear from Him. 

I think we get stuck in a place that we don’t want to hear from Him because then we would hear the invitation and it creates a responsibility. I just want to receive—my healing, my blessing, my check, my open door or promotion—I don’t want to receive an invitation to greater. You’ve got to want to be great. You’re not going to want to do anything by just accepting mediocrity. 

We’ve embraced this opportunity to receive, but we reject the response to follow. We receive the right to become but we achieve right to become through the response of a follow. The biggest sinking ship in the modern church is followship. It’s a Titanic in the Christian culture. 

We bring up the word discipleship, we talk about gifts, we talk about salvation, but we don’t talk about followship. Because we’ve not  talked about followship, we’ve literally missed the entire core thing that allows the rest of it to be birthed. We’ve got to come back to a place where we desire followship. While our social world is growing in leaps and bounds in the concept of followship, the church is really stagnating in it, and that’s why we’re losing our cultural influence because the world’s culture has bought into the concept of Kingdom principle but it doesn’t have Kingdom truth behind it. 

Followship requires two things that our culture teaches us to reject: #1 is submission. #2 is responsibility to discipline. You will not become a disciple without discipline. Someone help me understand our problem with these two areas.  

Person 5:  Because your flesh always battles against...this is true as a believer because the world doesn’t care about this...but the flesh always battles against what the believer knows what he’s supposed to do. It’s a constant battle. Paul talked about it. 

Pastor:  Paul said those things I want to become I don’t and those things...yes, he talked about that. What else? Why do we struggle with these two things? 

Person 6: Pride and control.

Pastor: Pride and control. I love it.

Person 6:   Being honest with yourself about where you’re at. 

Pastor:  I like that. Somebody else talk to me. 

Person 7: Don’t want to surrender. 

Pastor: Don’t want to surrender. Don’t want to surrender, got a pride issue. Isn’t that where it all started anyway? Got a control problem. Someone said honesty. Someone talked about fighting the flesh of what we have the possibility to become versus what we want. We are talking about church people, right? If we have a pride issue, an ego issue, a control issue, an honesty issue, and a flesh-wrestling issue, are we even saved? 

Person 8:  Hurt is another reason. Submission has been done for so long and no movement has taken place as I thought.

Pastor:  I’m gonna carry that somewhere in a minute. I ask again, are we even saved? Because here’s why I’m asking this. In order for us to be saved, did we not have to receive a retribution payment from a King? Or embrace the fact that it was paid for us by a King? You know what we’ve done? We’ve just called Him a Savior. 

Can I put you in the right mind? The Savior is looking earth up and not heaven down? Let me tell you why. Because heaven doesn’t need a Savior. Heaven has a King. So as long as you continue to only approach Jesus as Savior, you’re still not taking on the mind of heaven. You continue to function in the mind of a sinner because you continue to only see Him as a Savior. At some point I have to realize that the One I call Savior is what heaven called a King. So tell me then, am I really even saved if I have not surrendered to authority—if I want control, and I essentially want to be my own king? 

Person 9: It’s like you are talking about two kinds of people, I think. You’re talking about most believers, but I don’t know how any other believer believes but me. I’ve struggled with all those things—control, ego, especially the flesh, but some took me longer to submit to, but I knew I had to do it. The lost person says I’m not going to do that, and that’s the end of it.

Pastor: I think you’re right to a degree because I think the ideology of the lost person has merged its way into the church. I believe that most of the church says, “I don’t have to do that.” Now, you’re right in what you’re saying in the beginning because you’re essentially voicing out what Paul wrestled with. There’s a difference in the wrestling of the flesh being present and having the opportunity to still beat it to subjection out of my response to authority to the King even though I wrestle with it. Although the fact that the flesh is there, I beat it. I literally subject my flesh to authority to the king. So even though I may wrestle with the emotion of the opportunity, I never let myself make the decision. I let the Holy Spirit out of my surrender to Him as King, as Lord. 

Person 10:  So a believer can say I don’t want to do that, but I’m going to do it? 

Pastor:  You’re right. Here’s the thing: submission is only submission when you do what you disagree with. That’s exactly what Paul was talking about when he said, “I beat myself into submission, I didn’t want to do it but I did it because it was right.” That is when the believer actually surrenders. We think that we surrender when we receive a payment. No, we don’t. We receive the right. Surrender happens when I’ve subjected all my desires to His authority. I don’t think the majority of the church lives in that place. 

Person 11: For me, when I see this and we’re asking questions, i know a lot of people struggle with these two things. I think one of the biggest things is that people have not come to terms with the reality of the state of where people are. If we read the Bible, we see Jesus as plain as day, it may be through parables but it’s crystal clear that there is a hell that people are going to. 

I think that people have to come to terms—as Christians, as believers—with the true reality of hell. People are like, “Oh yes, heaven, streets of gold, and all these beautiful things”, but there is also a hell. 

We have to come to the terms with whether we believe it or not. When you begin to fully believe people are dying and going to hell, the issue with failure and falling short is really washed away. Because if you’re not being Jesus to these people, they’re never going to know. You have to be Jesus or else, they are going to die and go to hell. God is a good God and a loving God, but we have to remember His full characteristics, and He is also just. 

Pastor: I think you are right in what you’re saying because if we go back to proper governmental function to kingdom understanding, if we understand that the price that was paid on the cross was in fact a debt payment, right? It was buying back a debt. That's what it was. 

It was essentially bonding you out. Buying a way out of your judgement. If you accept the fact that you were paid out of debt, you have to know there was a penalty to debt. You can’t just realize that I’ve been paid for and there wasn’t an alternative. So I think you’re exactly right in that. 

Person 12: This has bothered me for years. It’s Matthew 7:21. And it’s where Jesus is talking about the end of time and the judgment and He says not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord” and you know what God says to them. They said, “Well, wait a minute we cast out demons.” 

Now, to me, that sounds like somebody who knew. They at least knew Christian terminology, but I can’t picture who that person is unless it’s people who went to church every Sunday thinking that they were saved when they weren’t. 

Pastor:  Let me ask you a question. Everybody in the Old Testament, regardless if they followed God or not, were they saved? No. Why were they not? Because salvation had not come. The payment had not come, so they responded to God through law, through truth, right? They responded through action and behavior and they had to have faith that God was real in order to even respond to the law that He gave but in fact salvation still was not theirs because it had not been paid yet. So, they were technically unsaved, they were righteous in following by law but by spirit they were unsaved. Because the spirit didn’t dwell within them.   

If the spirit didn’t dwell within them and they weren’t saved, how did they do miraculous acts? This is going to bring a little bit of awakening to that passage we were just talking about. Momentarily, they were impressed by the Spirit of God. Remember, I taught you guys several weeks back that there is a difference in indwelling—meaning He lives inside of you—and when His Spirit comes on you in a moment so you can function with gifts for His purpose to be expanded. 

God’s purpose is supreme and divine and sovereign, whether you act like a fool or not. God is going to get His point across. God is going to ensure that His purpose lives. for 4,000 years, even though there was not a sacrificial lamb that could wipe away sin for the Spirit of God to dwell within man, He still had to move His kingdom forward. His purpose still had to progress. 

So, He had to use people momentarily by the impression of His Spirit, not for their glory, but so His kingdom could advance. God cares more about His kingdom advancing than He does some of the semantics of those things, so He gives them the opportunity to be in the moment to do some great things even though the Spirit doesn't dwell within them.

There’s a lot of people in church who thought they were saved too. And the fact is we get back to a place of surrender. I’ve seen people get saved sitting under the teaching of people who were preaching out of the gift, but did not live under the Holy Spirit themselves. Explain that to me. How does someone get saved by an evangelist preaching when that dude is living like a fool? Because God cares about the person that He’s trying to reach. Forgive me for being so blunt, but if it takes an ass (donkey) to speak in order for His kingdom to advance and someone to be saved, He’ll use an ass (donkey).  

I hate to bring the reality to some cultural things, but is anyone keeping up with what’s going on with Ravii Zacharias? You can’t tell me that millions of people didn’t encounter God through His ministry. They did. Their salvation, their transformation, their healing was real. It was real because it was not based on Ravi. It was based on the Spirit of God. But we found out posthumously that he was an idiot. We’re finding out that he raped all kind of women, fondled them, and had sex with all kinds of women. The whole character of his ministry was a lie. 

I don’t know because I’m not God, but understanding what we know about Ravi, I would wonder if Ravi will have that same experience of telling God, “Lord, did we not cast out devils in Your name?” God responds and says, “Depart from Me, you worker of iniquity.” We can go on and on with examples. You can’t tell me people didn’t come to Jesus under Carl Lentz, but we found out that the dude was running around on his wife, embezzling money, and whatever else. We can’t discount the fact that God is still sovereign and He’s going to get His plan across whether man wants to follow along with it or not. 

Person 13: Just to bring clarity to the part that Person 12 is focusing on in Scripture is the part where Jesus says, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.” So the wording where it says, “I never knew you” was not just head knowledge. It was, “You never let Me be known to the places that you don’t like to be touched.” 

Pastor: Yes. Well, that’s the belief of the Bible anyway. It’s not mental ascent. It is experiential relationship.

Person 13: And that’s how you can have Ravi Zacharius who...I’ve been heartbroken over this for weeks because we’ve read his books, we’ve studied everything he’s done, and he’s made an impact for the Kingdom...but he obviously didn’t allow Jesus to know him in the areas that he didn’t want to be known by Jesus, and it’s heartbreaking. That’s why when Jesus says, “Depart from Me, I never knew you”, He’s saying “You never let me in that place. I used you because you were willing to let Me use you, but you wouldn’t let Me into that place that’s uncomfortable.”

Pastor: Well, essentially he never surrendered to the King in those areas of his life. I think what we have a problem understanding is that if I surrender to the King in 95 percent of my life and I don’t in 5 percent, then I’m not surrendered to the King. I’ve still not unseated myself as the authority in my life. Dabo Sweeney, head football coach of Clemson University, gets a lot of credit for this “All in” phrase, but God coined that phrase a long time ago. You’re either all in or you’re not. 

Person 14: Just going back to where you talk about the struggle and why do people in the church have this struggle, and it all goes back to #1: The model. We don’t have the fathers to father. Because in my own life, that was a problem. I found myself going into a deeper level, but I didn’t know anyone else who did. Then, you think: “Well, I must be a sinner of the Gentiles saved by grace. I’ll be like them.” But that didn’t satisfy me, so finally, I had to become my own man and say, “Okay, no one’s doing this, but I’m going to do it.”  That took a process of years, and I think it would’ve been faster if I’d had a model. 

Pastor: Of course. 

Person 15: Going back to discipline and surrender, that is free will.

Pastor: True surrender is understanding that I have free will, but I subject my will to the will of the King.

I hope you believe He’s an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient God—a God without limits, but do you know that when God sent His Son into the earth, the God who had the ability to be everywhere and do everything and know everything subjected Himself to limitations? He subjected His own free will to His order. If we just take what God did and understand, “I have access to free will, but what makes me more like God is when I subject my free will to His order,  that makes me more like God than I could ever imagine.” 

The beauty of what He did is that He subjected Himself to limitation so He could look like you. If you’ll subject yourself to limitation, you’ll look like Him. That’s what we have to embrace. It’s why surrender becomes so important. 

Person 16: We cannot serve two things! We have to decide who I’m serving and what Kingdom we’re going to surrender to. 
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Introduction: We’re going to pick back up where I dropped things off last week. If you remember last week, I began to talk about this thing called the model. What I had gotten to before I really talked in depth about the model was that the way we begin to find ourselves there is through this idea called followship. We have to fall in love with followship. 

As I was really going through things and kind of backtracking to remember where I was at last week and working through where God’s trying to continue to take it, I had some things down in my notes about the passage of Scripture when Jesus comes upon Peter and Andrew and James and John on the boat. He says, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Last week, I talked to you about “Follow Me, and I will make you,” right? As I began to ponder on that even more, I realized that the whole idea of discipleship is formulated in three phases of that statement:

1) Follow Me = Followship
2) Make you = Sonship
3) Fishers of men = Fatherhood

Followship: The first phase of great discipleship is followship. He said, “Follow Me.” We have to respond to Jesus giving us the opportunity to follow Him, right? That’s where we begin this thing with our life. But as we engage ourselves in relationship with others, if we ever become disciplers ourselves, then the invitation is still there for followship. So, you have followship, which turns turns into sonship. “I will make you.” I will make you what? I’ll make you a son. I’ll make you become. Isn’t that what He said in John 1? I’ve given you the power/right to become sons of God.

He’ll make you sons so that through followship and sonship you can enter fatherhood. For all of you women who are offended by the gender stuff, you can say daughterhood and motherhood. 

So, this sums up the whole idea of discipleship. If you can buy into these three things and begin to pattern your life after them: follow Me (followship), make you (sonship), fishers of men (fatherhood), then we’re going to begin to wear this thing called discipleship out. 

Again, last week we began to talk about the necessity of followship. It’s followship that creates the idea of the model. Let’s explore followship a little more. last chapter, I made the statement that the biggest sinking ship in church culture is followship because we don’t really understand what this means. We like—if I could coin my own phrase—“believehood,” but we don’t really like followship. There is a difference. The biggest sinking ship in church culture is followship. While our social world is growing in leaps and bounds in the concept of followship, the church is really stagnating in it, and that’s why we’re losing our cultural influence because the world’s culture has bought into the concept of Kingdom principle but it doesn’t have Kingdom truth behind it. 

We’re living in a very bastardized culture because it has a principle in action, but it doesn’t have fatherhood. It doesn’t have the identity or the DNA of the Father enacted in it. The church has rejected the idea of followship and in the process of that, we’ve given our authority—and our ability to have cultural influence over to the world because it’s literally borrowed the very principle that we were founded on and yet it doesn’t function with our identity. 

 I just need you to chew on that for a minute. This following thing has become really big outside of the church, but we really reject it inside of the church. It blows my mind. We have to understand that followship requires two things. Number one is submission. Number two is the responsibility to discipline. This is why you begin to see why we have a perverted system because it has embraced the concept of followship but rejected the meat that makes it followship. It embraces a concept, but it teaches us to reject submission and a responsibility to discipline. 

Submission: Do you know what the number one commandment is in the satanic bible? Do as thou wilt. That alone is the spirit of our culture that rejects submission. Don’t do as He wills. Do as thou will and reject the responsibility of discipline because I’ll continue to do as I please and not hold myself accountable. 

Now, you see this anti-operation from this spirit of our age is versus what the truth of the Kingdom is. You also see the reality that the spirit of our age doesn’t have the authority to win, yet it’s still winning out right now. 

Earlier, I told you that you have to learn to embrace the idea of followship. Well, if you’re going to love followship, you have to embrace its true components. One of those components is submission. You’ve been raised in a culture that rejects submission, so automatically when the word “submission” is mentioned, you almost cringe. Most people do hate hearing that word, but it really becomes something that we have to fall in love with. But we have to fall in love with submission in the right context of its definitions. You have the world’s understanding of it, and there’s a Kingdom understanding of it. 

The world’s definition of submission is essentially a dictatorship. It’s somebody having rule over your life, telling you what to do regardless of whether it’s right or wrong, bad or good. It means you have no choice in the matter to do anything except exactly what they say. And it’s ruled by people who have a power trip, but don’t have any truth or the heart of God. 

 That’s kind of become our idea of what submission is—a fierce hand upon our life pressing down upon us to constrain us and hold us down. That is absolutely not what God is. We have to begin to reorient our definitions of some words that we use to understand what God really desires. 

To really understand submission in the Kingdom, it’s really a life that’s open to growth and a willingness to embrace the instruction for direction. There’s not one of you that grew from being born to being 10 years old without someone’s influence of authority in your life. You would’ve never made it had somebody dropped you off on a doorstep somewhere and left you all alone.

You would’ve never made it out of that carrier. I don’t understand why we’re so willing to embrace the idea of giving our lives over to somebody to feed us and change us and discipline us when we write with crayons on the walls, but when it comes to our purpose and our ability to live in the truth of the Kingdom, we reject someone taking our hands and smacking them when we write with crayons on the wall in the Kingdom. 

For some reason we’d rather walk around with droopy diapers. How many of you are parents? You leave a droopy diaper too long and there’s some irritation that happens, and eventually there’s actually going to be some skin that begins to tear away and you’re going to get severe blistering, which leads to scarring and some type of defamation to the body if it doesn’t create death by infection at some point. 

You have to begin to see how the natural world parallels the spiritual world and realize everything in the natural world functions only because it was given a birthright in the spiritual realm. And so we’re okay with embracing the fact that we need someone to raise us up (I need my bottle, I need my diaper changed, I need to go to kindergarten and be taught how to count) and yet we reject that when we become infants in the Kingdom. We have to understand that in order for us to become, there has to be something we’re submitted to. In order for us to become, Jesus created the principle for it, which was “Follow Me, and I will make you become.” That’s the way it would always work. If it was only meant to work in the spiritual realm and not in the natural, He could’ve gave that command from heaven. But He gave it in the flesh, which means that He was both fully God and fully man, so He was saying, “Not only do have to follow Me spiritually, but I’m going to give you someone you have to follow physically.” We cannot embrace the idea that Jesus is our Savior and reject His principles. We have to love what Jesus has set before us and established.

At that point, if we really break away from our worldly concept of the way submission is and this idea of dictatorship, then we realize that the direction givers are those we are submitted to, whether that be the discipler, the spiritual father, the pastor, the teacher, etc. They do not command to command, but they command with purpose. Dictators simply command for their own benefit. Disciplers, spiritual fathers, spiritual mothers, and mentors in the Kingdom do not command to command. They command to purpose. 

So, we have to begin to break our relationship with the idea of a dictator to realize that we’re not being told  to do something—challenged or corrected—just for the sake of it. It’s being done because we’re being called higher. We can’t desire to be called higher, and then reject the method that God calls us higher with. 

Some of the issue with embracing this whole idea of submission is that both the discipler and those being discipled lack this attitude of humility. We like to talk humility in the church, but we don’t like to live it. We like to live a false humility. We like to preface things with great wording to make it sound like we’re giving glory to God when in actuality we’re just eating our stuff up. 

Let me help you understand something. To submit with humility does not mean you’re weak. Humility is simply faithful obedience to God to completion. It’s willing to be faithfully obedient to God. And if God says, “This is the way I’m calling you higher in the Kingdom,” then my response to that is that “Okay, God, if this is the way you chose, I don’t have a voice in the matter. Because this is a theocracy. This is a monarchy. This is a Kingdom. It’s not a parliamentary government. It’s not a democracy. I don’t have my say in it. If You’ve chosen for me to grow up in the Kingdom through the mentorship of spiritual fathers and spiritual mothers that I have to submit to, then let me be faithfully obedient. Let me humble myself.” 

Person 1: I don’t know if you remember this, but there is one scene with Karate Kid and Mr. Miyagi. Miyagi is not taking advantage of Daniel just to paint the fence; he’s teaching him. 

Pastor: That’s exactly right. That’s a great point. 

Person 1: And Daniel didn’t want to do it, but he finished it. When he did, the purpose was revealed.

Pastor: That’s good. I like that.

If there’s no way to do what God desires you to do other than through these ways (submission and responsibility to disciple), then are you willing to do whatever it takes? Even if you have rejected submission and responsibility to discipline, are you willing to embrace them now so you can grow up to where God wants to take you?

You never arrive at the fullness of sonship or the things that please God unless we develop great followship. Followship is the pattern of God’s replication in the earth. There has to be a heart of followship for the true plan of God to manifest. Before you really get the word discipleship ingrained in your brain, you need to get followship ingrained in your brain. What’s the number one reason I should embrace followship and make it a part of my lifestyle (other than the obvious of just growing up)? Not just because Jesus said to but because He’s a leader who demonstrates what He requires. So, we simply respond to making followship a part of our lifestyle not just because Jesus said to do it but because He did it Himself. 

In John 5:19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself but what He sees the Father do. For whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.”. The translation of the word “in like manner” means that He mimics or He replicates. You can’t mimic what you don’t watch, you can’t watch what you don’t see, and you can’t see what you don’t follow. 

The next verse says, “For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all things that He Himself does and He will show Him greater works than these that you may marvel.” The only way you develop the model—the only way you develop into a son is to watch a son. Let me go back to this:

MODEL = Followship
Follow Me = Followship
Make you = Sonship
Fishers of men = Fatherhood.

Because what happens between the transition from sonship to fatherhood almost becomes automatic without any real emphasis to transitioning from one role into another. You have learned how to watch a son to become a son, so you’ve automatically become a father. 

And I want to pick back up on John 5:20 because it says, “For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all things that He Himself does...” How many of you want greater revelation? Jesus just said, “The Father loves the Son and shows Him all things that He Himself does, and He will show Him greater works than these that you may marvel.” So if God shows Him all things, even the greater things, and He shows it to Him through fatherhood that He may become a Son, that pattern never changes. 

I’m not telling you that you can’t have moments of revelation in your private time with God in your prayer closet or driving down the road and in worship. You will have some revelations with God. God will talk to you. I’m not telling you that God is only going to talk to you through Pastor Jason. That’s not the case at all. But there are many things about revelation that God will only reveal to you through those who are before you. So if He created that concept that He said, “Because I love you, I will show you all things, even the greater things, but I will show it to you through a father that you may become a son” then that becomes the pattern by which God uses. “I’m going to show you the greater things—I’m going to call you to a new level— and I’m going to call you to the things which will cause you to marvel, and those things will be revealed to you through followship.” Now here’s something I pose to you because of that and it follows what I was just teaching you. Is Jesus present with you right now? Let’s think about this at the depth of the question. 

Person 1: Well, where two or more are gathered together in His name, He said He’ll be there.

Person 2: I’m going to say no because He’s not physically here.

Pastor: That’s exactly right. Jesus is not here. Jesus’s Spirit is present with us right now, but Jesus is not here. Where is Jesus? He sits at the right hand of the Father. That’s Bible. Go read it, so let’s think about this. 

I really want to awaken you to this whole followship thing. Once again, Jesus is not with you right now. His Spirit is, but He’s not. You don’t have the same luxury that Andrew, Peter, James, and John had. You can’t follow the Son, right? But you can follow a son. 

Now, get really deep in thought with me for a minute because I don’t want to miss you on this. I don’t want to go over your head. But what really made Jesus God? Was it Jesus’s flesh, or was it God’s Spirit? (All answer God’s Spirit). So, when Jesus the man, just like you and I, died, what raised Him to life? God’s Spirit. 

If we really had to separate things a little bit and we had to take Jesus—this guy who’s just a guy with the name “Jesus” like I’ve got the name Jason—and we separated the Spirit from Him, which one becomes more important? The Spirit because Jesus is just the human. It’s the Spirit that makes Him divine.

So, what is the influence or the power feature of Jesus’s life? Is it Jesus in the flesh or is it Christ in the anointing? (All answer Christ in the anointing). What’s interesting about this is that the Bible tells me that Jesus ascended into heaven on purpose. He said the reason was that it wasn’t fruitful for the Kingdom, which was His original commandment to you in Genesis 1:28 to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth and subdue it, it’s not fruitful for the Kingdom for Me to remain. 

I have to ascend unto the Father that I may send the Spirit to live in you! So all of this ideology within the church that “I’m just following Jesus, but I don’t need to follow anybody else” is all of a sudden cancelled when you realize that there are people in the earth who are really pursuing the presence of God and have the Spirit of God alive inside of them—the same Spirit  that raised Jesus from the dead and made Jesus the human God incarnate in the human flesh (God divine, the Spirit of the Living Father, the Almighty God, the Omega). That same Spirit is what gives you and I the ability to have life ourselves. The very thing that we’re to be following was not the flesh, but the Spirit of God that was alive in Him. When we reject followship, we’re literally rejecting the Spirit of God. You’re telling me that every man and woman’s flesh is more powerful than His Spirit, so you will not trust them nor will you follow them because you don’t trust their flesh. But you weren’t following the flesh anyway. You were called to follow the Spirit. 

Now, I understand there are people out there who aren’t living by the Spirit. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not telling you to follow everybody. But because you’ve decided not to follow everybody, you’ve decided not to follow anybody. The church has rejected the whole idea of followship and we have literally stagnated the seed of the Kingdom. 

Jesus said, “I’ve got to leave. The Son of God has to go because if this Son doesn’t go, many sons won’t be birthed.” You do realize that the church holiday that we’re approaching (Easter) metaphorically was a seed that was planted in the ground. If you go back to creation and understand the things that I’ve taught you, the seed has the ability to reproduce in itself. A forest is inside of an acorn. You don’t need 25,000 acorns for a forest. You need one because inside of it is multiplication. It has the ability to continually reproduce and multiply over and over and over again. 

But if that seed is not hidden—if that seed does not go away—the orchard never appears. The seed has to die in order for the forest to live. That’s exactly what happened. Jesus said, “Not only will I have to die physically and then be resurrected, but I also have to bury and hide myself in the Kingdom in order that I may send the multiplication that really causes the orchard to grow.” 

We reject that idea that Spirit is still alive. I know I’m hitting this thing and beating it like a dead horse, but I’m going to continue to do it. So, what has to happen for discipleship to become a moving factor in the earth again is that we have to get over ourselves and follow somone who’s following Him. We’ve got too much of an ego. We say, “What do I need to follow them for?” 

Person 1: I’ve been told to love myself before anybody else. 

Pastor: That’s true. I’m going to probably get to that next chapter. Followship is the pattern of God’s replication in the earth. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” Paul would’ve never been able to say that if that was not the mandate of Jesus. 

If we were to only have our eyes on this man called Jesus and that’s the only man we were to ever follow, then we would miss the reproduction of the Kingdom because He left so that many men could be birthed. 

Again, not everybody is following Him, but that’s why we’re trying to change the game at Rejuvenate Church. We’re trying to reseed discipleship in the earth, with a small body of people who begin to recycle and reset the way that things were supposed to function in the Kingdom. There might not be thousands of people out there who you can follow,  but we’re going to build about 100. Because 100 overnight becomes 3,000. If you don’t believe me, go back to Acts 2. 

We have to go back to this place where we have to become the model. That becomes the key component to discipleship. In order for us to become the model, we have to give ourselves to followship because it’s the only way that we can be made. Followship has to become the desire of your life in order for the Kingdom to live through you. 

What we’ve done is we’ve become professional attenders and amateur followers. But your life will begin to soar when you engage the concept of followship. I’m going to continue to burn followship into your thought process. 

As I’ve said before, the Kingdom is transacted relationally. Let’s think about the cross for a minute. It’s transacted relationally. Vertically in relationship and horizontally in relationship. Both of those things were displayed in one moment on the cross of Calvary when Jesus—in relationship with the Father—was able to look across and create relationship with his brother who said, “Today, remember me when you come into your Kingdom” and He said, “Brother, you’ll be with Me today in paradise.” 

Here it is: “Because I have a relationship with the Father, now I’m transacting the Kingdom relationally here, and where I’m going, you’ll follow with Me.” The Kingdom is transacted relationally. We have to learn to embrace relationship again. But we can’t have relationship if nobody follows or leads.

 If there’s not submission to follow and there’s not responsibility to lead, we have no Kingdom. One of the reasons why following and having relationship becomes so important is because we place a very high value on information. Since the information age has been birthed through the internet, we are so hungry for information. You can pick up your phone right now and type in one word and have 5,240 hits. It doesn’t mean a whole lot. 

While we’ve lived in this information age, Google has boomed in business simply for this one reason. They’ve become a search engine and now they own half of the internet. The problem with Google is it can give you information,  but it cannot give you context. What I mean by context is the circumstances that form the setting and the event or the statement or the idea and then terms in which they can be fully determined and assessed. So, while Google can give you information, it can’t tell you how to apply the information or where it fits. 

That’s why relationship becomes important. Let me tell you why. We will not know how to apply the information unless we watch it go to work in the context of relationships and circumstances and scenarios. So while Google has made billions of dollars on information, it’s really the human and following the human and entering the search bar of the human that can only validate how that information can be used in life. It’s why a pastor or a preacher is necessary. Because although the green fields and the living waters are available, you still need someone to guide you to it. If you could understand the full concept and context of Scripture on your own, no one else would be necessary. 

You have to begin to understand that followship becomes important because it’s the only way I begin to learn the context of the Kingdom. It’s the only way I begin to learn how to use the information of the Kingdom that I’m learning in my Bible studies, in Sunday morning service, and in my devotion times. I’ve got to know how to apply it. It’s one thing for me to understand what it means to love my neighbors as myself or to love my enemies more so than those who bless me, but until I watch somebody put that into action, I don’t know how to relate that to my life. It makes a difference when you’re able to watch somebody love somebody who leaves them.

I had a conversation with a young man who called me the other day. I was in the middle of worship time, but I just felt like I needed to answer the call. He was like, “Man, I just need some help right now. This is what I’m dealing with on my job, and my attitude is getting the best of me because of the situation that I’m in.” 

There would be no need for a phone call if he was able to process and handle that situation on his own, but he needed somebody who had been there before and knew how to lead him there who could give him context of the situation and then build a bridge of relationship between the truth of the Kingdom and the reality of life. If there was no one he could follow, he would’ve failed. 

So we have to understand that we won’t know how to apply this stuff unless we watch it go to work. That type of wisdom and gift only comes from this word called impartation. Impartation only happens through relationship. We put a premium on information, but we greatly undervalue impartation. Most of you have only vaguely heard the word impartation. An impartation only happens through connectivity, touch, and relationship.

Person 1: What’s an amateur attender?

Pastor: We’ve become professional attenders and amateur followers.

Person 1: So what does an amateur follower look like?

Pastor: We ain’t following. We lack greatly in it. We’re infantile. We like to attend church, but we just don’t like to follow.

Person 1: Okay, thanks.

Pastor: I’ll say it like this. We like to attend Jesus. We don’t like to follow Him. 

Responsibility to Discipline: Impartation through followship develops the model. And didn’t we say that the model is the core component to our ability to disciple somebody? So in order for us to be able to have a chance at discipling somebody else, we have to develop the model. But our model isn’t developed unless there’s impartation into it through followship...through being a son. 

Number two: how we arrive at the model is by going  back to the responsibility of discipline. Discipline becomes the root of the word disciple. Disciple and discipline are interchangeable. Other than the concept of discipleship not being prominently taught and the expectation created for it for quite awhile, one of the biggest reasons that I believe that the discipling responsibility has been rejected is because we’ve not accepted the responsibility to model.

When right-ordered husbands and wives decide to have a child, it is not only because they’ve embraced the idea of having a child but also because they’ve embraced the responsibility to be parents. 

In order for us to birth children the right way in the Kingdom, then you have to embrace the responsibility of being a parent—a model. Now, the Holy Spirit is a given. That’s the foundation of discipleship. But aside of from the Holy Spirit, the x factor in discipleship is the model. It’s because the truth of the matter is that they don’t see the Holy Spirit unless they see the model. 

It’s about having something worth following. Are you worth following? I’m going to tell you yes. Regardless of the level you feel you’re at in spiritual maturity, I’m going to tell you yes because the whole idea of being worth following is accepting the responsibility of going somewhere. It makes no difference where you’re at right now. It’s where you’re going. 

When we determine to practice followship, there’s this invitation. We don’t just have to accept following. We have to accept the invitation of being made. You begin to see the difference of those who go to church versus those who are believers because many have accepted the invitation to follow, but few have accepted the invitation to be made. 

But He said, “Follow Me, and I will make you become.” You have to accept both invitations. “Follow Me” and “Let Me make you.” Can I tell you that the following Him is easy? The letting Him make you is hard. That’s where people drop off, but you can’t be made until you follow. This being made and and becoming is not a lifestyle of perfection. Let me lift that weight from you right now, but let me add a little bit back. 

It is a lifestyle of accepting the challenge to pursue perfection. It’s a continual pursuit of a life that mimics Jesus. Can we agree that Jesus was perfect? It’s accepting nothing less than being made perfect. And until you reach that state, you never quit. Spoiler alert: you never reach the end. 

Listen, you’re going to flip into eternity one day. I pray to God that you’ve accepted a lot of this teaching by that time— you’re really a follower of the King and you’re made righteous in Him and eternal, but even in that state you’ll continue to work out your perfection for eternity. 

So this thing becomes a lifestyle pursuit. It’s not that it’s a life of perfection now. It’s not about you’re all of a sudden perfect right now and that makes you the model. It’s that I have made a determination to accept the responsibility to continually pursue perfection in my life. Think about the boldness of Jesus’s invitation. While it may be simple: “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men,”...think about the audacity of Jesus to say what He said. Jesus had to embrace this responsibility. 

The responsibility wasn’t just on these men on a boat to drop their nets and go after Him. Jesus had committed to living a life day after day that pursued and displayed righteousness not only privately but publicly! 

I don’t care how many times you’ve confessed this: Your faith is not private. Your faith is extremely public. And it better become extremely public if you’re going to really follow the commission of God. 

Jesus had to know, “The moment I release these words and create this invitation, there’s an expectation that’s placed on my life that for the rest of my days on this earth, I will pursue the presence and Spirit of God because there are more people whose lives hang in the balance off of my decisions.” That’s bold! But where are those people? 

He had the boldness to give an invitation because He had made a personal commitment to the Father to be about the His business only and to display the nature of the Father daily.

 If you go to Luke 4 when Jesus was about to enter into the responsibility of discipleship, what did he endure? Temptation. Jesus went under harsh temptation, scrutiny, and attack before He was about to enter the responsibility of discipleship—not the responsibility of miracle working! Can I tell you that you can use a gift to work a miracle in someone’s life and heal their leg and their heart be the same forever? They can literally move from a limp to a strut and strut right on into hell. So in Luke 4, Jesus was not preparing to go into temptation for miracleworking. He was going under temptation because of a commitment to discipleship. When He was about to enter that responsibility, what was attacked? Was it His gift? No, it was the model. 

Person 1: So, resisting temptation was the model?

Pastor: The model was under attack. The model was what was being challenged. I’m going to get into that a little bit, but it was the model that was being afflicted. It wasn’t the gift. It was His character, His disciplines, and His motives. 

Why is that? Because it’s not the gift that’s fruitful. Galatians 5:22 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is…” The phrase “the fruit” literally translates as “that which originates or comes from.”  It means “everything done in true union and partnership with Christ.” 

So, understanding that, what is the fruit that is referenced in Galatians 5? It’s attributes that are part of His character and attitude. That’s what was under scrutiny and attack. It’s never the gift that produces. The fruit of the Spirit is the character. It’s the model that something is birthed out of. 

 When a child is born, it makes no difference if momma can sing like the birds. It makes no difference if daddy can run the 40 yard dash in 4.1 seconds and play pro football for eighteen years. It’s birthed out of the model. It’s birthed out of the being. 
 
Whether that kid can ever run and sing or not, his/her true shape and it’s true design is going to be shaped by the character of its parents. And so it’s never the gift that produces. Her song-bird voice didn’t give birth to the son. It was the model that did. It was the daughter. It’s the character. 

Where was Jesus when He was under attack? In the wilderness. Let me help you understand this. He was alone. The gift is null and void when you’re alone, but what still matters? Your character. Matter of fact, your character is on its greatest display when no one is watching. He was carried to a place before He accepted the responsibility of discipleship that He wasn’t under attack for His gift but He was put alone so that God could really find out who He was.  Because God can’t let someone go out and give birth to a whole new nation that looks like the old Adam. The only thing potent enough to reproduce is the character—the model, not the gift.

Paul said in Romans 7:22 “For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.” In Romans 8:3-8 and He says, “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh on account of sin. He condemned sin in the flesh that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” He’s talking about the image, the character, the model! 

“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace because the carnal mind is enmity against God for it is not subject to the law of God nor indeed can be. So then those who are of the flesh cannot please God.” Then Paul goes on in verse 14 and says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, those are the sons of God.” 

It’s the character. It’s the image. It’s the model that reproduces and has fruit. It’s the model that’s potent. 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 says, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all that I might win them all.” Paul is now on a disciple-making journey. He’s all about birthing sons. 

Let me read that again. “For I am free from all men, but I’ve made myself a servant to them all that I might win the more. And to the Jews, I became as a Jew that I might win the Jews. And those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might when those who are under the law. To those who are without law as without law, not being without law towards God but under the law towards Christ, that I might win those that are without law. To the weak, I became as weak that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men that I might by some means save some. Now this I do for the gospel’s sake that I may be a partaker of it with you.”

Let me say, is Paul not talking about birthing sons? Yes. So he said in order for him to birth sons, he has to model before them. He goes on to say, “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it, and everyone who competes for the prize is temperent in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown. But we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run this not with uncertainty. Thus I fight not as one who beats the air, but I discipline my body and I bring it unto submission.” WHY? I’m on an assignment of son-making, and the only way I can do it is to discipline myself and to submit myself. 
“That when I have preached to others, I might not myself become disqualified.” It’s easier to be an example than it is to be THE example. You remember your mama used to talk about them kids who snuck out at night and used them as an example: “Don’t be like Johnny and Susan. I remember when you brought Ronald over to the house. He was such a respectable young man. Be like him. Be the example. Don’t be made an example.” When will we—the church— embrace this idea of righteousness and holiness again? Maybe this is a better question. Maybe it’s more of a 2021 question: why are we so afraid to be the model? 

Person 1: We don’t want to be judging.

Pastor: We don’t want to be judging,but the Bible says if you’ll judge yourself now, you will not be judged later.

Person 2: We don’t want to fail.

Pastor: At what point do we trust the power of God? Because if that’s really the attitude we have, we’ve made ourselves greater than the power of God. God’s not going to give you a little bit of the anointing if you decide to follow Him halfway. He will sit there in great stewardship and say, “Man, you just don’t even have an idea right now of what I’m holding in my hand, but I can’t have you straddling the fence because my oil is going to get wasted. My oil is not like any other oil because it doesn’t just get you sticky and slippery. My oil births things. My oil creates things. My oil delivers things. My oil heals things. My oil resurrects things. My oil’s got something on it that no other oil has, and I ain’t about to give My oil away to somebody that just wants to stand on the fence.” 

We don’t even know the power of God until we say, “You know what, God. I’m willing to fail because I’m willing to step out.” When does the church quit standing on the edge of the boat? And we’re like, “I don’t want to fail. I don’t want to sink. I don’t want to drown.” It’s not even about that because most of y’all know how to swim anyway.  Here’s what it’s really about. What you don’t want to happen is you falling in the water and the other eleven in the boat laughing at you because you’ve still got that ego. You’ve still got that pride problem. 

That’s the real reason why you don’t want to fail. It’s not because you don’t want to lead someone else astray. But my God, man. If nobody ever steps out of the boat, you don’t know that a sea has the ability to become glass under the anointing of God? How in the world do we see the unmatched miracles of God if we don’t step out of the boat? 

Our humanity does not have the ability to measure up. The Bible says our righteousness is as filthy rags. I don’t even want to carry y’all into the context of what that means. There is never a moment without the presence of God that you will measure up, but under the power of God, you become more than conquerors. 

It’s not even that I’m getting by. It’s that I done got so way over that somebody had to take notice. That’s the power of God that we are afraid to see work. So when do we embrace righteousness...when do we embrace being the model? 

Person 1: In order to go to submission, we have to deny ourselves to do that. That’s what we don’t want to do. 

Pastor: We do. We’ve got to drop our ego. 

Person 3: At some point, we have to ask ourselves how much of it do we believe. If you’re not willing to step, do you have faith? Do you believe? Do you trust? You have to really start questioning yourself.

Pastor: That’s right. It is. I think I’m going to do it next chapter maybe, but I have a segment in my notes that goes back to us being afraid to fail. I’m going to talk to that a little more in a practical sense than just the whole spiritual sense of God’s power, but we can’t dismiss the fact of the spiritual matter of it all and I’m going to speak to that a little bit and kind of silence the whole idea of “Well, I’m afraid.” Because I’m going to tell you how the discipleship process works in the framework of just who you are right now. 

Person 4: I think a lot of times it’s just stepping out and being alone. It’s easy to go with three or four Christians and do something, but it’s a lot harder if you’re somewhere alone witnessing to somebody or a group of people. I think it’s a lot harder to do that because of being shunned.

Pastor: I get you. But let me properly separate some things because there’s a difference between evangelism and discipleship. What you’re really referring to is evangelism. Most people have called evangelism discipleship. 

And because we’ve called discipleship evangelism, we’ve called nothing discipleship. We think discipleship is going amongst the unbelievers and telling them about Jesus, and that’s not discipleship at all. Think about this: Could Jesus make disciples until they followed Him? No,  which means that discipleship cannot happen outside of the context of the church. I don’t mean that you have to be in this building right here. I’m talking about the family and the Body. Discipleship only happens within the context of the Body. In that case, I’m never alone because I’m walking with people who have a like mind. I’m actually going to deal with that same thing in the next chapters when talking about who we should have in our circle of influence. 

Person 4: I asked you that question about Paul. You remember when he went to Phillipi and I asked you the question, “Why didn’t he say that he was a Roman citizen and not be beaten and not be thrown in jail?” I think you just answered it from this teaching that discipleship needs submission and a responsibility to discipline. It was a place for Paul to show the whole prison worship and the Roman guard probably never had discipleship. 

Pastor: Well, so, in that scenario, you get both evangelism and discipleship. The reason why is because what happened in the jail was evangeslistic, but what happened in the jailer’s family became discipleship. And that’s what we have to begin to understand is that discipleship—and this is what I’m needing you folks to buy into and understand—discipleship becomes relational life with the people inside the Body. It’s taking somebody in the Body by the hand and walking forward with them. Through that, there should be activity through each of us so there is evangelistic work going on outside of the context of the church. 

But what speaks so loud to that is that the same model that disciples used is the same model that evangelizes because the Spirit of God does it all. The Spirit of God both awakens the son and raises the son, but the Spirit of God also draws the unknown to Him. The Bible says that no man comes to the Father unless He’s drawn by Him. You’ve got to submit and take the responsibility to be the model. It’s the model that does both the evangelism and the discipleship. 

Evangelism doesn’t happen in mass unless there’s a healthy body of disciples. We’ve been evangelistic without having strong disciples. Once we invite someone to be a son, it just becomes a daycare center with no parental involvement—a foster system. 

So, we’ve got to right the ship. The outpouring that is coming to the earth is through an awakened church. Before we begin to pray and believe and get excited about this great move of God in the earth, we’ve got to wake up in the church. That’s what has to happen here. 

 So the focus and the intentionality right now if I can be quite honest with you guys...which I think is part of the core assignment of my life...I’ve not been sent at the core of my assignment to the unknown world. I’ve been sent to awakened the church that’s been unchurched because that’s where the world will be saved from. It’s going to be saved from a saved church...through an awakened church. We gotta get our act together. How many of you want to see an incredible move of God in the earth and think that it’s possible? If that’s you in all honesty, raise your hands. If you really think that that’s possible in the spirit, I’m going to tell you how you can signify to heaven that you’re ready for it—begin to disciple. Because we can pray and we can fast all day long for some kind of outpouring but because God has an order by which things work, He will not send it just because we pray and fast for it. 

How do I know this? He said, “I did not cause it to rain on the earth because there was no man to manage it.” There was no man to manage the growth. So if we’re really going to be serious about something, we have to dress for the job that we want and not for the job that we think we have. We have to become disciplers. That’s why I challenged you to become driven and burning for discipleship. 

You ought to be praying right now, “God, how do you want to use me in the church? How do you want to use me relationally with other people within the church? How do you want me to help raise up men and women in the church?” 

Older couples ought to be thinking, “Man, where are the young people at that you want to send me to?” And young people should be like, “Where are the younger people you want to send me to? And where are the older people that you’re trying to connect me with?” Men should be praying, “Where are the men at that I’m supposed to be connecting with?” Women ought to be praying, “Where are the women I’m supposed to be connecting with?” Couples ought to be praying, “Where are the couples that I’m supposed to be connecting with?” That should become our heart because that is what God is looking for right now. We’ve got to get serious about this thing. 

Person 5: I was just going to say I feel like for me, it’s just a decision when it comes to followship. This week I’ve been spending my time asking God, “Do I know how to follow? Do I know how to submit?” And the reason that I ask those questions is because for me, I’ve been in church for a long time, and at times where I felt like I was following and submitting myself, sometimes you get hurt. But I feel like you have to get to a place where you have to let the hurt go, and you have to resubmit yourself to God and you do have to follow, knowing this is the pattern and the way you will grow. 

In the midst of all of that, something that you just said a few minutes ago is something that I was sitting here thinking. Even though I’ve been in church all those years, there’s a missing link. When I was at home tonight at 7 p.m., I didn’t have any intentions of coming for this teaching, but I heard someone say something, and what she said was, “We’re in a spiritual warfare. And a lot of times we spend time fighting in the physical and we’re wearing out the physical.” 
One of the main things is that the church—me, I’m talking about me—you don’t know the word of God like you should know in order to be able to disciple people on the level that we are supposed to be able to disciple people. We’re not able to lead people in the manner that we’re supposed to lead because we don’t know our own self. The only way that you get to that is to decide to follow and submit to somebody. 

And Jason, I’ll tell you you’re saying a lot of stuff that I have not heard and it is rocking me because you’re saying so much stuff that I have not been taught or I didn’t know it was that deep. I thought I was doing all the right things or whatever. It makes you angry, but you have to get past that point where you make a decision and you say, “Alright, I gotta get behind this man and follow him.”

Pastor: So, I celebrate you first of all for being willing to be open. But here’s what I want to say about that because I’ve had many conversations with people who have, whether I’ve had the ability to have in-depth conversations with them or maybe they’ve heard teaching or something like that, that it’s caused them to be angry because “I never been taught this before” or “I didn’t hear this before” or whatever it may be, and sometimes that anger can lead to a place of frustration, depression, or isolation or whatever else. 

It’s good for that anger to be aroused because what that awakens is that there was something there that I needed and something there that I wanted, but you’re getting it now. So, we have to shift to a place that we’re thankful that God didn’t allow us to meet our demise before we were able to be awakened to His truth. 

And what it says is that He’s drawing us to a place to where our life is still of effect. You’re still here and He’s brought you to a place of awakening because you’re a great prospect to be used for His Kingdom to birth and raise more daughters in the faith. So, you can be frustrated for a moment, but let’s get excited for the fact that God didn’t leave you where you were. He kept pulling us and clawing at us to get us to where He was trying to take us. It’s a beautiful thing.

 It speaks to what I was just talking about a minute ago. Guys, I was headed to Tampa, Florida. In my mind, I was going to plant this church in the center of a city that had this big melting pot of lost people everywhere because it didn’t look like the Bible belt. There were all types of people. All types of demographics. 

I felt like I was built for this metropolitan, melting pot area where I could reach everybody—every demographic, every ethnicity—that’s just what I felt like I was built for. I was built for that, but I was apparently built to do that in a place where none of that makes sense, but even more so, I think the core of the assignment was sent to the Bible belt to awaken those who had been inundated with religiosity to bring them to the truth of the Kingdom because the church still matters. 

Salvation is “unto the Jews” essentially. We are the chosen people to bring redemption to the earth. We are the elect of God. We matter. The church matters. That’s why I believe God is not wanting to forget the Bible belt, but wanting to awaken it. I’m a little bit biased. I don’t know what it is, but I still believe that there’s a grace on this part of the country, South Carolina especially. Forgive me if you were born somewhere else outside of the southeast. 

I believe there’s a reason that it is called the Bible belt and we’ve made fun of it and joked about it, but I believe there’s going to be an outpouring that comes through it because that church is going to be awakened. That body of people who have been made fun of—called the religious, the staunch, and the dogmatic are the people who are going to be awakened to bring something great into the earth. Not just through here, but I believe a great move of it in the states will come through this area. 

We are in really exciting times, but we’ve really gotta catch a hold of this thing. The greatest affirmation to God is that “I’m going to disciple somebody.”  You talked about following and talked about how you don’t know until you follow, and I’m going to show in the following chapters how all that begins to work—how to follow and lead at the same time.
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Introduction: I’d love for you to maybe have pocketed some thoughts and questions over the last couple chapters and us take some time to cover that because I kind of wanted to kind of finish up on the thoughts we were in. I did not want to go into the nitty gritty of the way Jesus did discipleship and break that open before we finish up followship. 

A Model and Followship Continued: I talked over the last couple chapters about followship and the model. The fastest sinking ship in the church is followship. If followship isn’t that important, Jesus would’ve never said, “Follow Me.” 

Other than Him coming on the scene and preaching a message that said, “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand” and He began to preach the Kingdom, the Kingdom, the Kingdom, but once He began to interact with people and began to assemble men and women around Him, the common language was “Follow Me.” If followship was not that important in the Kingdom, I can’t imagine its patriarch would continually use the words “Follow Me” over and over as He began to lead people, reach people, and touch people. 

The whole idea about followship is not just that you’re trying to obtain people to follow you. Again, we live in this culture today where followers and being an influencer is in high demand and it seems to be the thing now-a-days. Don’t mistake the following of today with the following of the Bible. They’re two completely different things. 

We really want to understand what following Him really means. What Jesus was essentially inviting us into is this followship to be developed so that you may develop. That’s what followship began to be about with Jesus within the Scriptures...that you would follow to be developed in order that you may develop. Essentially, that you would follow so you’re prepared to lead. 

Now, I want to squelch a myth that there are only certain people born to be leaders. That is not true. Everyone on this earth was built to lead even if it was just one person or five people or twenty people simply by the command that was given to man in Genesis 1:28 and then the commission that was reclaimed in Matthew 28 and John 20 was a command given by God for us to function in a place of leadership. God desired for you to go and be His image in the earth and to multiply out of yourself to be fruitful and multiply. 

God intended for people to watch you because unless they watch us, they don’t see Him. I don’t care how much you’ve thought “Well, I’m not a leader. I’m just an introvert.” That’s absolutely not the case. That’s a lie you’ve been told by the enemy. You are built to lead, and the truth is that you are leading whether you accept the responsibility of it or not because there is at least somebody in your life who is watching you—even if it’s just your five-year old at home.

You might as well take the responsibility of what Jesus commissioned, accepting His way, and beginning to live a life after Him and accept the fact that, “God has put me here on this earth, and one of the reasons He has done that is so that I can properly display what He looks like and cause people to follow Him as they follow me.”

Most folks are afraid to invite someone into the opportunity to follow because they lack confidence to lead because they haven’t first determined to be followers themselves. You cannot lead properly unless you first follow. I said this a few weeks back: you cannot be a father unless you have first been a son. It is not even biologically possible. You cannot be a mother unless you’ve first been a daughter. If it’s not possible in the physical, it’s absolutely not possible in the spiritual. 

There has to be an understanding that “I’ve got to become a really good follower.” Not that you’re just trying to follow Pastor Jason or some other leaders in the church. You’re following Jesus through us. You’re not following the person per say. It’s never about the person. The focus is on the Spirit that should be living through the person, the image that they should be representing, and the model that they should be representing. Don’t mistake me. The focus should never be on the individual. The individual should turn the attention, just like Jesus did, back to the Father and saying that, “I only speak what the Father speaks to me. I only do what the Father says do. When you see me, you see Him.” That should be the heart and the attitude of those that are in leadership and taking on the responsibility of being a discipler, a mother, or a father in the spirit to point everyone back to Him. 

There still has to be a human being who accepts the responsibility of that leadership because we’ve first learned how to follow well. Everything that you are, everything that you’ve become, everything that you will become, and everything that you have has happened because you’ve connected with somebody else. This principle of connection is weaved inside of the fiber of our very being. It’s the fabric of our culture. The feeding and connecting is just 100 percent who we are in the Kingdom of God. We have to embrace this and accept the responsibility to be the model and to follow someone so that the model can be developed, but this whole thing is about following.

If you look at Jesus, He walked by Andrew and by Simon and He said, “Follow Me.” He left them and walked by James and John and He said, “Follow Me.” He left James and John, and went by a tax booth, looking at this guy named Matthew (also called Levi) and said, “Follow Me.” He went and ate at Levi’s house and the Bible actually says, “There were many. And they followed Him.”

He continues on in Galilee. He comes up on Phillip and Nathaniel, walks by them, and says, “Follow Me.” There’s a pattern to this thing. It became the very entry point of our King’s ministry—the emphasis wasn’t just the preaching and the miracles. It was about finding people who would surrender themselves in followship to the Father and that through Him, they would see the King and come to Him. Follow Me was the whole idea. 

Everybody say, “Follow me.” That needs to become common language for you. It almost seems repulsive, right? The enemy finds ways to work within our psyche to make us almost feel guilty for using those words. That’s why you feel so bad about it like, “Why am I going to tell somebody to follow me? Why would I invite someone to follow me? How arrogant is it of me to tell somebody to follow me? That’s not God.” 

Can anybody tell me Jesus was the most arrogant man who ever walked the face of the earth? No. Yet, we continually see His pattern of behavior as He’s walking by people. We have to fall in love with this idea of what it means to follow and what it means to accept the responsibility to follow, to surrender our lives to being shaped by God so that through that we can be developed to be developers ourselves. 

In Mark 3, the Bible says that Jesus went up to a mountain to seek the Father about who the Father had chosen for Him. And then the Bible says, “And then He appointed 12 that they might be with Him.” It’s the same context of “Follow Him.” “Be with Him” translates exist in the company of behind. That’s what it means, who the Father had chosen to be with Him. He went down and selected the 12 of those that theymight be with Him—those who would exist in the company of behind. They would follow Him. 

Jesus wasn’t just inviting followers to build His following. I think that’s why we’re so offended and repulsed because we’ve been conditioned by Facebook over the last decade. You’ve got 3,000 people on your friends list and only know about 25 percent of them. 

For some reason, that makes you feel good that you have 3,000 people on your friends list. How many of y'all posted at least one time on Instagram or Facebook today or this week? You’re on there looking for likes, but probably don’t even know half of the people you’re getting likes from—and I mean really know them. You might know them by acquaintance or graduated high school with them, but you don’t really know them. 

 We’re enamored by the fact that we have this “like” on our post. I think we need to shift our perspective to be more caught by people who are actually being transformed by our lifestyle rather than trying to look at how many likes we got on this post or how many followers we got. 

Why don’t we seriously evaluate how many followers we really have? And not people who are actually just following us but that we’ve taken the responsibility that they’re following us in order to meet Him. That needs to become the idea of how we think. 

I think we need to shift our thinking a little bit—not in an arrogant way—don’t miss me here because the enemy will do whatever it can to try to spin it—but we should begin to take into consideration and evaluation about how many eyes are actually on us when we’re moving throughout public and consider how many people are really evaluating our lifestyle. We don’t think they’re really paying a lot of attention to us. 

But the thing about the human mind is that we’re able to focus on some things without really focusing on them. It’s funny. We can watch someone doing something, and then it goes out of our mind. We hear something a few days later about something that they were doing and it’s like, “I saw that.” We recall something that we observed or watched. Or you can go and be around somebody and they’re acting this way, but somebody else is painting this picture about who they are and it’s not registering in your mind because of what you observed. People are watching. 

If you put yourself in the time period that we’re in, you cannot miss the fact that God is literally taking culture and has shifted us through this social media frenzy for the last fifteen years where following has become the terminology and the narrative so that fish are laid out in a barrel for us. The human mind is already being conditioned towards this idea of following. We in the Kingdom should really be taking advantage of the fact that God has perfectly laid out and allowed things to work out and position itself culturally to where even those that have no awareness of who He is already know that they should be following somebody else and somebody else be following them. 

If we can all of a sudden inject truth, not just by our language, but by our lifestyle, we already have their attention. Think about this: If you’ve got 800 friends on Facebook, the algorithm may send your post to be viewed by 200 of them. Folks, you have 200 people who you have the ability to influence whether they even wanted to be or not, simply because they have the curiosity to follow something. They saw you flow through their feed. 

At some point, we need to take advantage of the fact the hunger for following is out there, and we need to begin to give them the model to follow now. We’ve rebuked the strategy. Listen, I don’t like some of things that happen on social media. Some things are foolish and people get into all kinds of mess. 

Do you realize that we have an opportunity of lifetimes and millenniums? Jesus would’ve given anything to be able to preach one time and it reach 2 million people. Do you not remember when Jesus said “greater things than these shall you do?” It’s not that we have more power than Jesus. It’s that He knew there would be a day that greater opportunities of influence and reach would come and we would have the ability to touch more people simultaneously at one time than what He had the capacity to do. Jesus really only trotted around about a 200 mile radius in His whole lifetime. Folks, we can get a tweet 3,000 miles in two seconds. 

Our culture is ripe. It’s ripe to understand the need for following, so somebody has to take the responsibility to say, “Follow me.” Follow me as I follow Christ—not by language but by my lifestyle to consistently, day after day be somebody who represents what it means to be a Kingdom mind and to not get sucked into the everyday narratives of what’s going on in our culture—the ebbs and flows of life and frustrations and emotions—but somebody that when people are scrolling through and they’re seeing this one frustrated today and mad the next, somebody who is consistently being like Christ and has this ability to speak peace and be peace in the midst of storms. All of a sudden, you may not realize it and it may not be what they’re itching for on the surface, but they’re going to take notice when they see that person day after day being the peace of God every time they see a post or interact with you, they’re going to hunger for that. 

We really have to get back to what it means to really want to be followers and leaders and the idea of being developed. I think the intensity for you to want to learn and follow ought to be stirring when you realize that God has put you in the greatest hour to be influential for the Kingdom than anytime before. God has put you in position to be a part of one of the greatest moves of God that this world has ever seen. He’s literally put you in the right season, in the right time, giving you the grace and the anointing. It is all out there. It’s just waiting on somebody to say like Isaiah, “Here I am, Lord. Send me. I’ll be the one. If nobody else wants the job, I’ll be the one that says, ‘Follow me.’”

I’ll say it again: Jesus did not develop followers just so that He could build His following. Jesus consistently called people to follow Him because His whole idea in asking somebody to follow Him was so that they might be able to look at someone else and say, “Follow me” themselves. Jesus had a great business mind. The greatest pyramid marketer ever, right? You come and follow me and you get 10 more to follow you, and they get 10 more to follow them, and all of a sudden, we begin to see this thing begin to fan itself out. 

If you go to Matthew 4, this is when He begins to invite Andrew and Peter and James and John. “Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea. And He said to them, ‘Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.” I talked about this last week that there are three parts: 1) Follow Me. 2) I will make you. 3) Fishers of men. That became a three-part focus and criteria of what discipleship was about. Now, understand what this is creating. It’s saying: 

1) Look at God: We’re looking at God. 

2) Look at Me: Now as we’re looking at God, we’re looking at us.

3) Look at you: Now as we’re looking at us, we’re looking at somebody else. 

Our whole identity in this thing—in being disciples— was to become a bridge between God and man. Look at God. Look at me. Look at you. Follow me. I will make you. Fishers of men. 

Do you remember when Jesus was asked about what the greatest commandments were? What are they? He mentioned two. 

Person 1: Love the Lord your God. Love your neighbor as yourself.

When He was asked, “What are the two greatest commandments you would tell all mankind to live by?” Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as yourself.” Then He went by several individuals and He said, “Follow Me as I make you fishers of men.” 

Watch this: Love God. Love you. Love others. It’s the pattern from Genesis 1 all the way throughout Revelation. Love God. Love you. Love others. Follow Me. I will make you. Fishers of men. Look at God. Look at me. Look at you. He begin to weave this whole idea within the fabric of our being because our responsibility was to be a bridge between God and man. 

Paul had this thing figured out and measured perfectly. If you go to 1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” He’s saying look at God, look at me, look at you. He’s loving God, he’s loving himself, he’s loving others. “Follow me as I follow Christ.” It’s a pattern. Paul had boldness. Paul was changing lives. Paul was planting churches. Paul was sending out leaders. Paul was seeing people’s lives change and salvations happen. Paul was seeing the gifts manifest and spread. 

Why was Paul seeing this? Because Paul understood that he was going to take the responsibility. Let me back up and say this: If there was anybody who had the ability to reject themselves and not have any self-confidence that they could function in the model of God, it was Paul because Paul spent the majority of his life killing the people that God then sent him to reach. 

There’s not a person in here that ought to be able to look back over your history and say, “I’m unqualified to be a ‘Follow God, follow me, follow you’ type person because of what I did, what I saw, who I went with, what I said, or whatever else. 

Paul nipped that in the bud, saying, “Dude, I killed them and now I’m bringing them back to life.” When he got changed on a Damascus road, it was because he was on an assignment to get a petition to have more killed. He was literally going to have more of them put away. 

Can I tell you why Paul had the boldness to be the model to the very ones he had murdered? The whole reason Paul had the boldness to be able to stand before people that he was once persecuting and having killed is because he had a real encounter with God! He had an undeniable encounter with the Holy Spirit that caused his life to be changed. 

Do you know what Paul did? When he ran head first into Jesus on a Damascus road, Paul gave himself to followship. Go read it. Paul gave himself to years of followship before he ever went out and started preaching, reaching, and teaching. Paul gave himself to learning. Paul gave himself to being shaped. Paul gave himself in submission and surrender to the leaders and the elders and those who were already making themselves like Christ. He already had greater Scriptural knowledge, intelligence, and education than most of the people he was actually submitted to and following, but he had been wrongly educated in religiosity and had not been rightly educated in the Spirit of God. 

Now, it was time for Paul to follow someone who knew how to be Spirit led. Then, Paul was able to say, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” The cool thing about Paul is that he would continue to tell you, “Look, you see all these sinners? I am the chief among them. I am still not worthy of the opportunity to lead, but because I had an encounter with Jesus and then to the assignment that He placed on my life, I love Him so much that I do not desire to disobey Him.” 

When will we get to that place? I mean, my God, if there’s anybody unqualified, it’s Paul. But he loved Jesus so much that he did not want to disobey the commandment of the Lord. Paul accepted the responsibility to go and make disciples in all the nations. He accepted the commission to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Paul accepted that responsibility not because he wanted to walk in a gift, but because he wanted to please the Father. You see the same heart in Jesus. He simply wanted to please the Father. It wasn’t about doing miracles and feeding people. 

The Father said, “I don’t just want one of you. I want all of you.” The only way we get an “all of you” is if somebody stands up and says, “You know what? I’m going to be the vessel by which all of you are reached. Follow me as I follow Christ.” Are you willing to be bold enough to say that to somebody? 

Not that you’re perfected, but that you’re being perfected by the Spirit of God. Are you willing to say, “Follow me as I follow Christ” because you can confidently stand before somebody and say, “I am not getting everything 100 percent right, but I am committed to getting up every day and measuring my life against Christ. 

If it doesn’t measure up to the level I want it to today, I’m going to get up tomorrow, and I’m going to work it out even more. I’m going to continue to work out my salvation with fear and trembling. That is simply what qualifies me to stand before you and say, ‘Follow me as I follow Christ’ because I am doing everything I can to follow Him.” Where are those folks? Where’s that Body? Where’s that church? 

We’re in the hour where that’s the church that needs to emerge—that’s the Body of people who need to wake up and take advantage of the opportunity that God has laid before us. He’s literally gifted it to us. The thing we really need to understand is that we don’t have to make this thing happen. We simply just have to respond to God because He’s working out the mindset of culture. Now I believe He’s beginning to stir the hunger of people’s spirits and He’s beginning to really frustrate them with the lies of the world. It may not be massive right now, but it’s growing, and that hunger is going to continue to grow to the point people desire truth more than they desire to be fooled, deceived, and lied to. 

We’re in that place. We simply just have to be there and be able to catch them with our lives. I mean, He’s setting it up for us. I’m still old school. I think Michael Jordan is the greatest ever. It’s like being able to play on six championship teams with Michael Jordan. Like, all you have to do is give him the ball and show up. And all the while he makes an unknown, nonexistent, division 2 player into a nine-time all-star simply because he was just on the floor with him.

 Y'all may not know what I’m talking about but my God, Scottie Pippen was unknown until he hooked up with Michael Jordan. And because he hooked up with Michael Jordan, he became Scottie Pippen. That’s what you and I literally have the opportunity to do—literally to be those people that all we’ve gotta do show up on the court because the King is there. 

He already knows the outcome of the game before you even tip it off. And He’s invited you into the opportunity to be a part of that. Somebody’s just got to answer. Just show up to practice. Give your life over to what He’s really inviting you into because man, He’s literally laying it out. If we can’t sense and see the heavens enough to really know what God’s doing...if we’ll stop cursing our culture. Listen, I don’t like the lifestyle of our culture. I don’t like the lifestyle and the decisions of our governments and our civil systems. I don’t like much of the decision-making and the function of the majority of our people in our society, but the thing that I’m aware of is not the behavior of our culture, but I sense the movement of heavens...and if we’ll stop being so frustrated with our culture and not allow that to overcome what we see is happening in the heavens, then we’ll be in a position to really understand and have expectation of what God’s wanting to do. 

I choose to be more expecting of what God is stirring than I am of what the world is producing. He’s still the Creator. He’s called Lord. That word means owner of all. That means every vile and foolish individual who walks the face of this earth He still owns. He still has authority, principality, and dominion over everything. He still controls the scope and the shade of the earth. He still has it all in the palm of His hand. 

Though people may reject Him and many may run from Him, the ones who decide to respond get to be a part of something that is world-shaping. It is coming, but it’s already here at the same time. If we choose to look at how trends and tides are moving, it’s here. The opportunity is here. The outpouring may not be happening yet, but the awakening, positioning, and opportunity  of the church—the church being drawn—is happening. We have to be awakened and equipped before we can see any real, massive move. That’s what He’s begging the Church to do and drawing the Church to—is to be equipped, shaped, and really value what God has given us an opportunity to do. 

But who’s going to follow so you can be shaped and through that you can lead? Who’s going to follow God so you can be made into something very powerful for the Kingdom of God? If you love God, you’ll follow Him. If you love yourself, you’ll look like Him. If you love others, you’ll reach them. That becomes the simple pattern that we have a responsibility to be a part of each day. Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” 

Circle of Influence: Let me give you a very practical application right now. Who you spend time with influences you. It’s not like if you want it to happen or if if you allow it to happen. You may say, “I got control”, “I’m not going to let anyone get in my head.” It is literally a principle of the spiritual nature. It is one of those things that has been established in order of the Spirit that you have no control over. Who you are around influences you, good or bad. It is a principle. 

God said in Genesis, “It’s not good for man to be alone” because He understood the principle and the order that was being created: influence and togetherness is important. You can’t just be with anybody. He didn’t go looking for Eve in the juke joint. That ain’t where He pulled Eve from because that ain’t a comparable helper. He literally pulled Eve out of himself because Adam had been created in His image. 

He pulled a WHOLE Eve out of a WHOLE Adam because He understood the importance of what it means to be together and influence matters. God said, “I’ll make you a comparable helper” but watch, Proverbs 13:20 says, “He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers him.” You can’t be with just anybody. 1 Corinthians 15:33 says, “Bad company corrupts good character.” You’re supposed to be with some folks, but you can’t be with just anybody. 

Can I go a little bit further with it? Deuteronomy 22 says, “You can’t yoke an ox and an ass together.” Did He need to say it any more plainly? That’s what He said. Why? Because you’re supposed to be around somebody but you just can’t be around everybody. Because who you’re around influences you and shapes you.

 If you understand what the Scripture is saying about that, it’s important that you’re around people but it’s important that you’re around the right people because influence matters, then shouldn’t your circle of influence be strategic? Shouldn't the people who you spend your time with be strategic? How strategic have you been with the people you spend your time with? 

Let me say this again: Evangelism happens outside of the parameters of the church body. Evangelism means “I’m reaching the lost. I’m reaching the ones who do not know who Jesus is. I’m reaching the ones who have rejected God.” That’s what evangelism is and it happens outside of the parameters of the church.

But discipleship happens inside of the parameters of the church. Jesus could not make them disciples until they had chosen to follow Him. They had to accept Him first before they could be discipled. Nobody’s going to argue me out of that. You can’t disciple everybody outside of the church. 

Don’t miss what I’m saying. I don’t mean you have to be inside the four walls of the church and that that’s the only place that discipleship can happen. I’m talking amongst the Body, which is the church. Discipleship happens in the Body. Discipleship don’t happen to everybody else out there just anywhere. It’s not discipleship when you’re talking to your friend you’ve worked around for the last thirty years who doesn’t know Jesus, that ain’t discipleship. That’s evangelism. That’s trying to win the lost. Discipleship happens within the confines of the believers, okay? 

You’re probably going to throw stones at me. But where has the emphasis been in the church for the last God-knows-how-long? Where do we spend most of our time when we think about what we’re doing for the Kingdom? In evangelism, right? Evangelism explosion. ABCs of evangelism. Tracks—everyone handing those out. There’s been more toilet paper created out of tracks than toilet paper! That’s where the focus has been. We’ve spent a lot of time being evangelistic. 

How much time have we spent being discipling? Watch this: we’ve spent more of our circle of influence time with the unsaved than we have with the believers. And then we wonder how we’re not strong enough as a Body to make impact on the earth? You say, “But didn’t Jesus eat with the sinners?” Yes, He did eat with them, but you don’t stay at a meal your whole life. Tell me that those sinners and those prostitutes and all those He ate with were a part of His circle of influence every hour of every day. 

Let’s talk Bible for a minute. Because you know what we tend to do in the church? We say, “Well, you gotta reach the sinners and the prostitutes and the drunks at the bar!” Keep yo’ butt in a bar all day long and see how productive you are. Keep yourself around people who have no good, sorry attitudes that ain’t got a lick of peace whatsoever and see how long you can be around that and maintain your peace. Be around folks who are as stupid as a football bat and find out how long you can keep your wisdom. 

We’ve spent most of our time around the people who don’t even know what it looks like to be the image of God. And then we wonder how we’re going to make impact in the earth. We can’t be begging people who don’t know Jesus to know Him when they’re literally looking at themselves in the mirror. 

Can I tell you something? They’re tired of looking at themselves in the mirror. That’s why they’re not following you because they just keep seeing you doing the same things that they’re doing. 

When you see the lifestyle of the early church, who did these people spend most of their influential time with? Go read Acts 2-4. They spent most of their time with each other. Can you tell me they weren’t reaching people? The Bible says the church grew daily, so you can’t tell me that evangelism wasn’t happening. It really patterns the way that we believe we function in a gift. I talked about this in my leadership school. We like to really function and give away our gift day after day, but spend very little time hooked up to the Source. 

First of all, we find out we’re functioning in a gift that I don’t even have because I haven’t possessed it—I haven’t filled that gift up—and but I’m giving a gift away that I don’t have, which is leaving the people I’m trying to use my gift with empty because I’m trying to spend more of my time giving my gift away than I am hooked up to the Source. 

Well, that’s the same thing that we’ve done culturally as a church. We’ve spent more time trying to give our gift away than we have developing the gift. The early church spent most of their time with each other, discipling each other. That was their focus. They spent their influential time with the ones in the church, the Body, the disciples...that’s who they stayed with. They evangelized the lost, but they spent most of their everyday time with and among each other. 

Person 1: So how do you balance that? I know we’re supposed to be working on our gift and working within the church, so how do you balance the time that you spend with people in the house?

Pastor: I’m going to get into a little bit next chapter about how we choose who we connect with in discipling, but let’s think about this for a minute. We already know that God desires us to be amongst the brethren. That’s in the Word. That’s a given. So I don’t have to fast and pray very long to know that I need to spend the majority of my influential time with other people who are believers, sharpening one another because iron sharpens iron. Let me make that my core and my ground. 

And then let me be more strategic about who God wants to use me to evangelize to. The reason I say that is because the Bible is very clear that no man comes unto the Father unless He’s drawn by Him, and we’re trying to fish for fish that we don’t even have bait for because we’ve not developed my bait (I’ve not developed my model), but we also have not been told what side of the boat to fish on yet. 

We just automatically give our time to the Body. You ought to be setting up lunch dates and parties and everything else with all your church family. The girls should be getting coffee, doughnuts, or going to dinner after church, and all that kind of stuff. 

One of the beautiful things that I’m seeing right now in Rejuvenate Leadership Alliance (RLA), on Tuesday nights when we get finished after two hours of straight lecturing and hammering them with information, these people stay and hang out with each other. the security guard in the mall literally left before they did one night. 

They’re beginning to have conversations and develop relationships. That’s the thing that  matters the most to me—more so than anything that I’ve been ever able to teach them in the three years I’ve been doing this leadership school. It’s not about what they’re getting from me. It’s that they are chewing on something, but then all of a sudden, they’re developing a relationship with each other. I’ve got three guys, two of them who are literally brand new to the church since 2021, who check on each other every single day through texting. That’s what I’m talking about! 

We’re not going to go wrong doing that because I believe in a healthy body like that, God is going to tell us, “This is your opportunity to evangelize the lost here.” You’re going to recognize this. If you learn to be led by the Spirit, you’ll have the discernment of the Spirit to know, “This is my chance to tell this woman in the Walmart parking lot, ‘Jesus is for you.’”

Most people reject our evangelistic efforts because their hearts haven’t been stirred for it. They think we’re idiots. I’ll never forget something that happened about 10 years ago. Y'all know me, I guess I don’t look like a preacher because I wear fitted hats and I’m wearing a jumpsuit or something walking through the parking lot in Easley, SC, and I have this guy who just comes up to me and he says, “You need Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.” I’m an associate pastor at a church 600 yards away! You know what he did? He labeled me based on how I looked, and he wasn’t led by the Holy Spirit at all and just wasted part of his gift and opportunity trying to go out and evangelize to someone because he had not been properly led by the Spirit. 

I’ll be honest with you: I was angry at him. I was frustrated at him because he typecasted me. He put me in a box, labeled me, and made it seem like I didn’t know who Jesus was. The truth of the matter is I could’ve probably preached him around a circle. 

But he put me in a box, and he also greatly limited his influence and ability to reach someone. We had people who used to stand on the corner of that very same intersection every Sunday...these Fundamentalists who wore their suits and wore these big ol’ shields and they would condemn everybody who came by with language like “God hates this” and “You’re going to hell if you don’t repent.”

That guy who spoke to me probably just meant the best thing in the world when he came to me that day at Walmart, but he frustrated me just as much as them fools on the corner. Because we don’t have a mind of what it actually means to be led by the Spirit to know when the harvest is ripe. 

The greatest example that God’s ever given me in Scripture about evangelism was simply the fishing that was done in the boat and when they caught nothing all day long. They were in the right place y’all. Geographically, God had put them in the right place, but they were doing it the wrong way. They were doing it empty of His direction. 

The moment they listened to God, they brought in a catch that they couldn’t hold. And that’s what it’s been like for us in the church. We’ve completely missed evangelism because we’ve not been led by the Spirit because we’ve not developed ourselves enough in the Body to know what it means to be led by the Spirit. 

I think that you if you plan to spend most of your time with the Body, then you become very aware of when He’s creating opportunities for you to evangelize. I don’t know how to say that for your life in particular, but I think that the majority of our time...you guys can love your family all you want, but can I just be honest with you for a minute? Some of you need to evaluate who your real family is! You may like to hang out with your blood family and think those are your ride-or-dies and you’re going to be with them regardless of what anyone says. They came to Jesus in Scripture and said, “Hey, your mama and your sisters and your brothers are out there.” And Jesus said, “Who are my mama, my sisters, and my brothers?” 

He said, “You are my mama, my sisters, and my brothers.” I’m going to be honest with you. The truth is this family—your circle of influence in the Kingdom of God—I’m not just talking about Rejuvenate Church—but the Body of Christ is your family.

Your biological daddy is going to be there for maybe the next forty years or however long God gives you the opportunity to stick around, but this family right here is going to be that forever. Let me get to know these folks. Let me grow myself so that I can be amongst the company of the brethren. We really need to evaluate who we’re spending our time with and build these relationships. 

I grew up in a single parent home with a young father, but he did keep me in church. He’d go out to eat every Sunday with all his peers and all the young adult folks from the church. I remember that because I had no choice but to go with my daddy. They’d go out to Pizza Inn and Garcia’s and Capri’s. I don’t know because I was a young kid, but all of them might not have been living right all the time. I used to love that. I just liked to go hang out with all the older folks obviously, but I remember like every Sunday, they just all went out to eat together and got to know each other. And because of that, that’s the people they hung out with on Friday nights. 

Where is that? These are people who matter. This is how we grow. This is how we begin to take over a city and take over a nation and take over a world—by allowing iron to sharpen iron because we’ve been trying to sharpen iron with a straw.

Person 2: But isn’t the purpose of following reaching the lost and showing them the image of God? So at some point, do you have to decide how much time you spend on the lost?

Pastor: Well, I think I’ve somewhat answered that a little bit. Don’t get me wrong. God wants the lost. God wants all flesh to come unto Him. But again, we have to realize that it’s not me or you who creates the change. I can preach until I’m blue in the face and nobody ever gets saved. If God is not preaching to them, it doesn’t make a difference how much Scripture I know and how well I can preach it and how passionate I get about it. It’s not gonna mean a hill of beans because man is not saved by his flesh or his intellect; he’s saved in his spirit. It’s the Spirit of God that draws that man. It’s the Spirit of God that has to connect with that man, and I’ve got no control over that. 

We do have to give ourselves over to that, but we’ve got to know what God’s leading us and drawing us to do. 

Listen, Jesus didn’t save everybody! And we’ve somehow caught on that we can do it better than He did. I will forever go back in the book of Mark when Jesus was at Peter’s mother-in-law’s house and there sat the whole city outside—the whole city! And Jesus told them, “Bye.” That would drive these people to death who think you’ve got to do nothing but evangelize all day long. 

Not only did they possibly not know who He was...they were also sitting out there with ailments and physical needs, and he said, “Bye.” Do you know why? Because He was in tune with the Father, and He knew how to be led by the Spirit. He knew how to go spend time with the Father when everyone else was having fun and eating dinner, he was locked up in the wee hours of the morning with the Father seeking out, “Where are you sending me now? Because I do know that I only have a certain amount of time, and I want to steward my time properly. I want to steward my gift and anointing properly. I don’t want to miss an opportunity that You’re sending me to.” 

So, Jesus told them, “Tell them I‘ve got to go because He’s sending me somewhere else.” But you know what we’d do? We’d literally kill ourselves trying to work a field that’s not even ripe yet just because there are people who need to be saved. Let me just tell you something, scooter. He wants them saved more than you do, but let Him work it out Himself. 

Give yourself to however He’s directing. It may not be your show to win that one. It may be someone else’s. I had to realize a long time ago that I probably wasn’t going to be able to reach my family. We kill ourselves thinking we’re going to reach a brother—you might not be able to. A lot of Jesus’s family didn’t even believe in Him until after He died.

Person 3: Yeah. I was just thinking about the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court. It had seventy members, but we never hear of Jesus trying to reach them. Nichodemus came to Jesus, so there was something about Jesus that drew Nichodemus in, but Jesus wasn’t drawn to go and approach the whole Sanhedrin. I think what we would want to do because we’re like “Oh, they have influence. They can get this message across. They can enforce it.” But we never see that with Jesus.

Pastor: The same thing with Joseph of Arimathea. It was in secret. It’s a beautiful thing. 

Plowing in the same Field: Have I been able to establish that your circle of influence is important? (Everybody: Yes.) Everybody in your circle of influence should be headed in the same direction. Let me actually say it like this. Everybody in your circle of influence ought to be plowing in the same field. We need to be in the same garden. Everybody in your circle of influence should be headed in the same direction. And the direction better be this: up and forward. 

Everybody in your circle of influence—I’m not talking about them acquaintances when you see at QT you throw a hand up at them while you’re pumping gas—I’m talking about the ones you’re calling on the phone, you’re texting everyday, you’re having lunch and dinner with, you’re having over to the house, or whatever it may be...everybody that’s in your circle of influence and everybody that you spend any kind of time with whatsoever ought to be headed in the same direction and it ought to be up and forward. 

Now within that direction and within that circle of influence, there should be three people groups in your circle of influence. Remember, Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you, fishers of men,” right? Love God. Love you. Love others. 

 Now, we have the establishment of the three groups. Follow Me. I will make you. Fishers of men. The “follow me” is always somebody who’s ahead of where you’re going and can pull you there. Everybody in this room ought to have somebody in your life that’s already been where you’re trying to go to, and they’re reaching back pulling you up. That’s the first group. If you’re not submitting and surrendering to being discipled, fathered, and mothered, you’re missing it. That should be a part of your circle of influence. 

Then, there’s the “I will make you” or the “love-you” group, which is the second group of people. These are your peers, the ones that are right there with you and y’all are plowing side by side, you’re going through life together, leaning on one another, and y’all are just hammering it out. They know where you’re at. You know where they’re at. Y’all are  just talking, making friends who aren’t afraid to say, “I need a prayer partner today” and “I just need somebody to help encourage me” and “Tell me how your day was.” Y’all are headed in the same direction together at the same pace. 

You’ve probably already figured out who the third one group is. Everyone should have people below you in your circle of influence. I don’t mean that by value—the people who are below you are those you’ve advanced past and you’re reaching back drawing them to where you are. “Fishers of men.” “Follow Me. Make you. Fishers of men.” 

Your whole influential body of people ought to consist of these three groups headed in the same direction with someone who’s pulling you where they’re at, some you’ve got that you’re leaning on and rubbing shoulders with, and those that you’re reaching back to help pull up. If this is not what your life looks like, this is what your life needs to begin to look like. This is how we advance the Kingdom. This is how we begin to change and shape our culture. 

That needs to happen within the Body. I’m not talking about Johnny on your line at work who you would love to see saved, but that’s also the guy you want to rub up against every day. Nope. Not Johnny. Look around right now in your church body. Find you somebody that’s pulling you up, somebody that’s running with you, and somebody that you’re helping pull up. It ought to come from the Body. 

The truth of the matter is we should be spending the majority of our time with each other...you might not like me, but you can’t fight it Scripturally. Because I’m probably wrecking your whole life right now. You gone have to go cut a lot of people off. You gone have to change your whole schedule. You gone have to quit running out right after service is over on Sunday to figure out who you gone talk to, who you gone get to know, who you gone go to lunch with. That’s going to require you to go ask out some folks for coffee that you ain’t never talked to before. 

Hey, the early church had to go through all this too. They had to meet new people. Do you know what they had to do? They had to learn to love some people they hated last week because all of a sudden, they got saved and now they’re in the Body. They couldn’t travel far. It ain’t like they could hop on a plane and just fly across the country. They literally were getting saved and living life with people that they had done business with for the last twenty years—and they probably had been done dirty at some point by those same people. 

So, this becomes the pattern of our lifestyle of how we begin to have influence...is that we have these 3 people groups who become our circle of influence. Those ahead of you with the upper call on your life, those in your peer group, and those below you that you’re calling upward to where you are. And let me tell you something. Everybody—regardless of where you believe you are spiritually—can function in all three capacities now. 

Some of you have been at a new church for three months. Guess what? There’s someone who just arrived there last week. We need to begin to evaluate our peers and our circles of influence and make sure that we’re beginning to function as the early church did. 

Before I really get into the next couple of chapters, I challenge you to go and read Acts 1-4, Matthew 3-4, Luke 3-6, Mark 1, where you begin to see the early ministry of Jesus when He’s beginning to make disciples and some of the early life of the church. Learn how they functioned in order to see a church that thrives. If you don’t want to see the Kingdom thrive, this isn’t for you! If you really want to see something happen in the earth, it’s not going to happen without you making some lifestyle changes. In Acts 1-4 from the time that Jesus commissions them, leaves, and the anointing of the Holy Spirit comes, things begin to break out from there. it goes from 120 gathered people to thousands—overnight!

Person 1: This is really good. I like the three categories. I just need prayer about the circle of friends. Because I’m not that person who’s around people a lot. I was talking to some of the women earlier. I didn’t sign up for the Friday women’s event because I just don’t know how to be around people. 

So, I would just appreciate prayer because I would like to learn how to do that. I know how to submit to authority, and I know how to go and pull them up, but as far as the circle of friends, this is it. Now, I have a pastor and one friend in my life who’s just amazing. 

But as far as going and hanging out with women, I don’t know how to hang out with women like that. I’m just trying to be honest because God sent me here. And hearing that was just like a gut punch because I actually do need to expand my circle outside of just studying the Word of God and the school I go to and stuff. Next month, I’d like to maybe be comfortable enough to actually go to Friday night to the women’s group. It’s a huge challenge.

Pastor: I’m going to challenge you with something too, though. I know it’s a huge challenge, but you don’t ever accept a challenge in the Kingdom and there’s not grace for it. If God’s leading you to it, there’s a grace prepared for it. 

And that’s what we need to know in life whether we’re taking a faith risk just to do something God’s telling us to do, meeting new people, something with our resources...I don’t know. But you’ll never be asked to step out into something that’s in the unknown place God’s inviting you into that there’s not already a grace to step into. 

If you need a visible picture of the way that works, look at Peter on the boat. Peter was not invited into an ocean. Peter was invited into a floor. That floor was already present because Jesus was already walking on it. But everyone else was measuring it based on their comfortability and not really understanding that there’s already a grace for me to do that. 

I go back to saying things like that because we think we can pray and all of a sudden, God’s going to influence us with this passion and this desire and this ease to do it, and that’s not the way He works. God’s going to say, “You make the decision to respond to what I’ve invited you into, and you’re going to see that there’s already a grace available for it.” 

I tell that to people all the time. I don’t believe that God’s not already present to meet you in that. God’s already present to meet you there. God doesn’t want you to move outside of His presence, so God is never going to invite you into something that He’s not already present in. 

We have to have some kind of wisdom to know that we function in faith. It’s faith because that’s what the Bible calls it, but it’s almost not faith because He’s already there. We think faith is that it’s some kind of enigma or something that’s just weird and wild. Faith is actually more certain than the things we touch now because He’s in it. I mean folks, it’s the Creator of the world. If He wanted to pull you out of the ozone layer beyond the atmospheric pressure and the gravity pull and throw you into space and give you something to land on, He’ll build it for you. That’s just God. We have to trust some of that. There’s a grace for the invitation. But we are praying for you. We want you. We believe in you. There’s a lot of great women here.

Person 2: I just want to compliment Person 1 because she’s building a relationship for us to come early. Usually I and another lady are here, and we usually have a conversation with Person 1. So Person 1, don’t give up on yourself and don’t think you can’t do it because it’s happening.

Person 1: It’s just really hard to be around people. It’s not a fear. I’ve just been alone for so long. 

Pastor: Well, that’s not where God built you to live. You thrive amongst the brethren. 

Person 3: Back on the topic of those three methods. God has put a lot of people in my life. I’m not one for getting to know a lot of people, just introduce myself, and then say “Let’s be friends forever.” I’m not that type of guy. I’m very laid back and to myself. 

But I will admit that God has made me a very kind, loving person to the point to where random people will randomly walk up to me and tell me, “I hate you, but I like you. I agree with how you live, but I disagree with what you believe. I’m still willing to follow you despite how much I hate you.” I even had people in my job tell me that my kindness and my love is overbearing and they don’t like it, but they’ll still treat me good. Now, what’s your take on that?

Pastor: Well, I would have to ask what part of it? First of all, if they’re offended by your countenance or your spirit, it’s because they have a contrary one. Devils are offended by the presence of Jesus. I don’t know who these people are, but if you’re functioning by the Spirit of God and you’re exhibiting some of the fruits of the Spirit (joy, peace, kindness) and they’re hating on that, then it’s something different about them. But at the same time, it’s those very things that God is allowing that fruit to grow out of your life that is attractive to them. They may not like it. 

Generally, we don’t like and reject what we don’t understand. And with the world we live in today, it’s hard for some people to understand “How can somebody be that nice, that kind, that joyful, or that peaceful with everything that’s going on?” And they reject that. 

But that’s a part of the gifting that God has put on your life for that fruit to be born so that those who are outside of you can partake of that because that fruit is meant to be given away. 

Evangelistically speaking for those who have a disagreeing spirit, you continue to be who you are because that’s what builds the appetite for being a reach...that’s the Spirit of God that’s working inside of you that’s drawing on the spirit they have, and you’ll know the right moments that you have the opportunity to preach a conversion essentially or challenge them to a place of conversion.

To go back to the inside of the Body, and using your words of “laid back,” I’ll say this. Don’t kick against the goads. Don’t beat against what God is trying to pull you to simply because you’ve conditioned yourself to believe “This is just who I am.” God knows more about who you are than you do. If He’s drawing you into things, He’s showing you actually more of who you are than who you think you’ve been.

 That’s why the Bible tells us that “when I became this new man, I had to put off the old man. When I became a man, I had to put off the childish ways” because at one point I thought I was this but now I’ve become this simply because God’s drawn me there. God’s obviously given you some very likeable, relatable characteristics because He desires you to be around people and He desires those people to be around you. 

Person 3: Right. This is a little testimony. There’s this man with a very smart mouth who works at a job with me. He’s very outgoing and very rash in how he speaks and does things. He came up to me the other day and he was like, “You know, I felt in my heart to actually do something for you because you’re the only person that actually—despite how people treat you, despite how what they told you and how you’re supposed to act—you do the complete opposite and you do what a man’s supposed to do: go to work, do what you need to do, and go home. And I honor that.” And 

I didn’t think it was going to come from this guy because this is a straight street guy. He don’t play games with nobody. But he came up to and he was like, “You know, it takes a lot for people to do that and some people can’t even do what you do.” I actually like to go around and be playful and cheerful to people. I still get the middle finger from some people, but I’ll still give them a salute or two fingers or thumbs up, and now most of the people now do it too.

 I say this as a testimony because even when I first got to the job, all I got was the middle finger. Then one day, I just walked back to work and realized something’s changed. Everybody there is now giving me thumbs up, treating me right, and calling out my name. Even if they don’t know me personally, they follow. So it’s an unknown or uncertainty that I’m making a strategy of influencing these people with the love of God. 

I’m not a pastor. I don’t go around preaching to people. But what God is really trying to do...what I learned in my life is when God says be like Jesus Christ, it means what was the love that Jesus carried that you could portray onto other people. And that man told me, “I’m no Christian. I’m no nobody. But when I went home the other day, I wept and didn’t know why. And I felt in my heart to give you the stuff in my own kitchen.” So that I can be prepared in my tiny house.

Pastor: That’s incredible. That’s how we shift environments. It’s the presence of God that just flows through us. Like I said in the beginning, people are watching. You may not think they are. The ones that you didn’t think are the ones watching. You’re changing the culture. That’s what it’s about. We have this overnight fix, YouTube-sensation mentality. 

We think we’re just going to rush in and change the world overnight when it’s about a consistent pattern of living that life and being present before them ever yday that begins to shift an environment. It’s really a voice of authority before the enemy that says, “You may be present, but I’m here and I’m not moving. So, one of us is going to have to leave, and it ain’t gone be me.” That Bible says in Ephesians 6 when you put on that armor, stand. Stay there. 






[bookmark: _a21mzrkyzyou]How do we know the “Who”?
https://youtu.be/w6FHXtgox20 
Introduction: Let’s  get more into this discipleship stuff. Tonight is where the rubber meets the road. if you go back to the beginning of the chapters, we began to talk about foundational kingdom principles so that you would have right understanding of some very basic Biblical principles. 

Over the last several weeks, we dove into what discipleship is and what it means. We’ve discussed the “what” and the “why” over the last several weeks to begin building a burden for discipleship, the commission of it in the Kingdom, and the responsibility that we have in it. 

Now, we get into the “how”. We are going to discuss what discipleship looks like and dialogue with each other so that you understand how you can involve yourself in a discipling relationship. We have so many examples of discipleship throughout the Bible. It was such a part of their culture that not only did the believing culture function in it, but the general population as well. 

You had philosophers, teachers, and all these individuals who had disciples. They had followers of their school of thought and belief system—people they were in relationship with who were grown and raised in their belief system. So it wasn’t something that was completely new. It was a part of the DNA of the culture. But not just in thinking about a school of thought. 

Discipleship really comes from the context of what was created in the garden, which was this idea of family—being together and living together and doing life together and reproducing sons and daughters. Discipleship has long been part of our DNA of our Biblical society, and we’ve somewhat lost that intentionality in our day and age. We’ve got to find a way to get back to what really makes the Kingdom function, what makes it grow and what fulfills the law of the Kingdom, which is making disciples in every nation of the earth. 

How do we know the “Who”: How do we begin to learn “who” we get involved in discipling relationships with? What I’m talking about is going to focus more on your responsibility to be a discipler not a disciplee. We talked about followship for several weeks, so you should already have the understanding about the importance of you being a disciplee—you being discipled by someone. 

Now, it’s about you becoming the discipler yourself and taking that responsibility to begin to help lead and shape and grow people. 

So, how do we begin to know the “who”? You have a responsibility to love and connect with those around you in the Body of Christ regardless. The truth is you should at least have a friendly relationship with everybody in your local church. It would be great for you to know everyone’s name in your local church and to be able to hug them when you see them in Walmart. A five-minute conversation is great. Saying “Hey!” on Facebook is good. Does everybody understand that? 

But there is a difference in preaching and serving several thousand people and discipling 12. I taught in my leadership school that leadership is influence and it’s estimated that even the most introverted person in the world influences 10,000 people in their lifetime. If you know that you’re going to engage and connect with 10,000 in your lifetime, you still can’t disciple 10,000 people.   

There is a difference between sharing the gospel to the world and discipling the 12. If you look at the pattern of Jesus' life, he reached and talked to thousands upon thousands. He did that over 200 miles of geography in all kinds of places. And He touched and served and healed so many people. He even had people that were more in the inner circle of what you would call His church. If you go and look at when the invitation was given for the Body to go to the upper room in the book of Acts, there were about 500 people that He gave the invitation to. So let’s call that a church for a minute. Then, He had a ministry school of seventy people. You see him sending out to the seventy two by two, but he still only had 12 that he discipled. Twelve who become the core of His discipleship reach. 

Do you understand that we have a responsibility to represent the Kingdom everywhere we go? If God creates the encounter so we have a chance to share God’s truth and His love, we do that. But that’s not discipleship. That becomes evangelism. 

As I’ve said before, discipleship is something that happens within the context of the Body—within the church, and you can’t disciple everyone in the church. There’s only a few you can disciple. 

At what point do we begin to understand that I can’t disciple everybody, but I also can’t disciple nobody? You can’t disciple everybody but you can’t disciple nobody. I just want to let that sink in because we’ve not swallowed this in the Kingdom. You need to make that statement your own. Don’t brush it off. Listen, we’ve gotten where we’re at today culturally because the church has “passed the buck” to someone else. We’ve passed the buck to the one who we think is more mature. We’ve passed the buck to the one who’s got the microphone in their hand. We’ve passed the buck to the ones who are paid to do it. But the responsibility lies on everybody within the Body of Christ to disciple. So you can’t disciple everybody but you can’t disciple nobody. And you’ve got to begin to embrace that.  

How do I begin to know my “who”? Mark 3:13-15: “And He went up on the mountain…” Who is He? Jesus.

“And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those who himself wanted, and they came to him. And then He appointed 12 that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach and to have power to heal sicknesses and cast out demons.”

Let’s look again at what Jesus did. “And he went up on the mountain” and when it says, “He called to him,”what do you think that means? He prayed. He had a conversation with God. It says, “He called to them those He himself wanted.”  Who is He who Himself wanted? Who’s he talking about? He’s talking about the Father. Jesus went up on the mountain and began to seek the Father about who the Father wanted for Jesus! That’s what the Word says. Jesus went up on the mountain. He got in prayer. He began to seek the Father about who the Father had chosen for Him and then the Bible says from that encounter—from that conversation—He went down and picked those 12. Jesus did not randomly walk by and pick the 12 disciples. Can I tell you there’s a problem with that had he just done it like that? We call that favoritism, but the Bible tells me that God favors no one. If it were left up to us, we’d go pick the ones that seem to fit our DNA—our likeness and interests. We would pick the people that it would be easiest for us to lead. We would pick the ones who allowed us not to pursue God at the level that we needed to in order to disciple them. 

Even Jesus Himself did not go by and just pick the ones who He thought would be a good idea. Because who in their right mind would go pick a bunch of fishermen? And who in their right mind in this culture would go pick a tax collector? Who in their right mind would go choose a thief and then make him the money carrier? He sought the Father, and He said “Here’s the thing: I love them all. If I could choose them all, I would”  But He said, “I know that you have an appointment and an assignment for me. I know that you’re a God who’s a God of order. I know that you’re a God of stewardship. I know that You’re a God of purpose. You’ve got something very specific and strategic.” Here’s what God has the wisdom to know. He knows the wisdom of the 12 that the Kingdom will multiply through. 

Can I tell you again that there were 500 invited to the upper room, but only 120 went. For some reason, everyone didn’t buy into what Jesus taught. But God has the sovereignty and omniscience to know the 12 people who will cause this thing to move forward for generations upon generations. He went up on the mountain, got with His Father, and He said, “Look God, this is in my heart, but I need to know who you’ve got for Me because the truth of the matter is that I’ve been sent to this earth to accomplish something for the Kingdom” 

Jesus knew something that we don’t have an understanding of: how much time you have on earth. He said,” I know I’ve got to be about my Father’s business. I don’t have time to mess around. I’ve got to get with the Father. I’ve got to be serious about what I’ve been sent here to do.” So He went up and sought the Father, saying, “God, lead Me to the ones who you have already dropped the seed of the Kingdom in. You know their destinies, You know their futures, and You know the ones that are connected to Me.” 
 
From there God begin to give Him instructions. He went down from the mountain and He chose the 12 that God had chosen for Him that He might be with them and send them out to preach and to have power to heal illnesses and cast out the devils. If you go to Mark 1, look at what it says. Mark 3:13 is kinda giving you a retrospective look. He goes up on the mountain. He seeks the Father. He gets instruction about who God has picked for Him. He goes back down. And then He begins to select the 12. So, Mark 1 carries us into Jesus’ encounters with these 12 men.

 Verse 16 says, “And as He walked by the sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, his brother, two fisherman.” If you drop down a few verses, He came upon two more fishermen. And if you go over another chapter, it says He went out again by the sea and as He went out again by the sea, He came by the tax collector’s office and there He saw Matthew. 

Within a few chapters, we see a pattern of Jesus. He’s prayed about things, saying, “God, who have you picked for Me?” and then we see Him walking by the sea encountering two fishermen, and then two more. He kept walking and came upon the tax collector’s office and engages Matthew. You may be thinking, “What are you saying, Pastor Jason? What do you mean by that?” You have to be willing to seek the Holy Spirit and give Him room to lead. Seek the Father about the "who."  We want to jump and do a lot without praying first. If you want to be inspired knowing “who” you should disciple, PRAY. Make a serious effort  to seek God about the “who” and be willing to go to the “who” He’s leading you to. 

We get wrapped up on the “what” and the “how,” but those things become extremely secondary to the "who." God is a purposeful God. And the Bible lets us know very clearly in several passages that He knew who we were before we were even shaped in our mother’s womb. 

What did God know? God knew our spirit but before He even knew our spirit, He had an idea about who we would be—not who we would be as far as what color you are, where you came from, or where you were born—(He did know all of that but that’s not the core of what He knew)—what He knew is what He assigned you to accomplish. He knew the purpose of your life. He knew what was seeded inside of you. And then, He wrapped that in the right flesh. He wrapped that in the right personality. He wrapped that in the right gift. 

Then, He put you in the right place so the thing that’s on the inside of you (the seed that He located on the inside of you) to flourish in its right garden. God already knows what’s in you and what will come out of you. That’s why it becomes so important for you to seek the “who” because it’s never “what” or “how” that creates a movement. It’s a “who” that creates a movement. When God wanted something transformative to happen in the earth, He did not send a process or a procedure. He sent someone. When God wanted the earth to be fruitful and multiply, He did not just speak to it, he sent someone into it. 

When mankind rejected God and all of these people that just began to be vile and evil in their righteousness before the Lord and He wanted to bring the earth back to a place of cleansing, what did He do? He started talking to a guy named Noah. Listen, could God have easily wiped out the face of the earth? Yes. Because He almost did. The only problem is that God knew that the only way the Kingdom moves forward in the earth is not by “what” but by “who.” 

We find out a little bit later in Scripture that there are these people called the Hebrews who are kept in captivity, held up as slaves in Egypt. What does He do? Does He go and strike down Pharaoh, or does He send somebody? He sends somebody. All of a sudden, you get a movement of millions of chosen people out of slavery into redemption into a promised place because “who” was sent to them. 

Fast forward many years in Scripture to a guy named David. If we were going to ever arrive at a lineage of the Messiah as the son of David, there had to be a David. In order for that Kingdom to be set up that has righteousness as its lineage, He had didn’t send “something,” but “somebody.” Samuel walked by and called out to Jesse and said, “I know these seven brothers here are not the “who” I’m looking for. I still know there’s a “who” located somewhere around here who was sent to be the order in the earth. So, I need you to go find me the "who."” 

We keep going in Scripture and when the redemptive program begins to pick up in its incredible way and Malachi shuts his mouth and all of a sudden the New Testament opens up in Matthew, we find out that there’s a “who” knocking on the door. He no longer sent a lamb because it wouldn’t work anymore. He didn’t send a pigeon or a dove. He didn’t send a bull. He sent a "who." It’s always about the "who." 

Now, we arrive in 2021 and we’ve been in a place where we’ve seen things falter and flail in the American church for the last fifty years. God is prepared to send an outpouring in the earth, but in order for something to happen in the earth, it won’t be the “what” that happens. It will be the “who” that’s there! And so at some point the “who” has to understand who they are, and the “who” has to raise up the whos. 

It’s really not about how. God is going to give you that and we’re going to talk about some of that later. It becomes about the "who."  Did God orchestrate everything that I just talked about? Then He understands the power of who. And if God is that meticulous about working through 6,000 years of a redemptive program with specific, strategic people, then God is still working that way today. And in order for something to happen in your life and in your city, region, and nation, He already has “who's” picked out. 

Let me tell you something: The “who’s” don’t just awaken by themselves. The “who’s” are birthed through someone else who’s a "who." If I know that God is that serious, then I have to take into account that He already knows the “who” that He’s connected me to. I cannot remove God from the equation. When I decide that I want to disciple—which should be now—I’ve gotta begin to seek God. I’ve  gotta go to my mountaintop and begin to find out who the Father has chosen for me. I have to begin to pray. And as I pray, I have to follow the leading of the Spirit to walk to the places that He’s leading me—to walk by my metaphorical sea of Galilee. The only reason He was walking by the sea of Galilee where there just happened to be a strategic placement of four fishermen is simply because He knew where to walk by the leading of the Spirit. He wasn’t just taking a random walk and was like, “Oh, they look like a good idea.” 

There were plenty of people who had grown up in rabbinical training in that society. Jesus could’ve gone down to the temple and said, “You know what, I’m going to take these 12 guys right here who have a little bit of education on what it means to be a church leader.” That ain’t how it rolled. He said, “I’m going to go to my Father. I’m just going to follow Him. And He’s going to arrive me at the “who.”” That’s why He finds Himself walking by the sea of Galilee coming upon two fishermen, coming upon two more fishermen, passing by a tax office, and then here we see Him encountering these five guys named Simon, Andrew, James, John, and Matthew who suddenly become the "who." You have to give yourself to allowing it to be Spirit-led. Finding the “who” to disciple has to be Spirit-led. There have been a lot of things in my lifetime that have been called discipleship in the church which have been program-led. 

That’s why it’s very difficult for you to take this company’s program written in Memphis, Tennessee and try to plug it into your church in Miami, Florida. The people in Memphis, Tennessee are completely different than the people in Miami, Florida. What the church has done is try to take coached, boxed programs and call them discipleship. None of it has been Spirit-led; It’s simply been program driven. And we’ve been programmed and processed to death. It’s why we know the moves to make, we just don’t know "who." 

The reason it has to begin Spirit-led is because it becomes the pattern for not just “who” you disciple but “how” you disciple. I really don’t have to say anything else.. We can shut discipleship down right now and tell you to go. Because it’s not just how you select them. It’s also how you lead them. And if it doesn’t start out right, it can’t function right. 

What we’ve done a lot of times in relationships or discipling opportunities is that we’ve tried to do it backwards, picking out people we never sought God about, and then try to invite God in it to figure out how we change the “who” that we’re working with that He never led us to to begin with. We end up begging God to give us the voice to speak to someone our voice wasn’t built to speak to. Remember, you’re not built to disciple everybody, so my voice don’t work for some folks. I can promise you that already. There’s been a lot of them who have left. Your voice doesn’t work with everybody. 

You have to find out, “God, who did you pick for me?” That becomes the pattern. If you’re in right relationships and you’re moving forward in the Kingdom, He’s going to show you some “who’s.” Maybe it’s four people to begin with. Now I’m connecting with and discipling four people. Maybe we’re four years into this thing and I’ve been in this four-year discipleship with them and the truth  is that it’s time to birth more children. 

I have to continue to learn how to approach God and seek Him about the “who” because the four people I was discipling last year might not be the only ones I’m discipling this year. So, we have to learn how to continue to pursue God and ask God, "who." Show me the way to go. Show me the pattern. Show me where You’re carrying me. Show me the ones to pick. Why is it important that you be Spirit led in who you disciple? I’ve talked about it some, but if you go to John 6:44-45, look what it says: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent me draws them…” Now, we know that the Father has to be involved in the drawing process. “...and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’” Wait, they will be taught by who? God. 

 Wait a minute. I thought I had to be the one to teach them. That’s been part of my problem in why I’ve not been discipling people. No, the Bible tells me that the prophets even spoke that they shall all be taught by God. “Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.” Let’s go back to verse 44 again. “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” So the Father draws him. We can say it like this: the Holy Spirit draws him. “And they shall all be taught by Him.” The Holy Spirit draws them because the Holy Spirit teaches them. 

You may be wondering,  “Where do I fit in this?” WILLINGNESS. Why did Jesus go up on a mountain and seek the Father about who He chose for Him? Because it wouldn’t have made a difference had Jesus gone and decided who He was going to pick for Himself because in order for their lives to be changed, they have to be drawn by the Spirit anyway. 

The thing that makes the word of God come alive in someone’s life is not your good preaching, your good behavior, nor your good works. That might be what awakens them to it. But what makes it come alive in their life is God Himself. It’s the inspiration of God. 

 I can’t expect for their lives to be transformed unless they are being invited into a transformation by the Holy Spirit. I can’t even have an expectation that somebody’s life be changed by mine. If their life is changed by you, then you get the glory. It’s changed by His life through me. Remember what Jesus said? He said “I’ve gotta go away so that I can send you the Holy Spirit because it’s the Holy Spirit that will teach and help you to remember all things that I’ve taught you.” 

It’s God who’s doing the teaching. Remember, I told you we have to be a bridge between heaven and earth? If I never learn how to be a bridge between the ones God is drawing and the ones God is trying to teach and transform, then nothing ever happens. Jesus said that no one can come to Him unless the Father draws him. If the Word says that no man comes to Him unless the Father draws him, and if the Word says that they shall all be taught by God, unless it’s Spirit-led, then it can’t be fruitful. 

You’re not in this just to make a new best friend. If that’s why you’re in it, your motive is wrong to begin with. Unless it’s Spirit-led, it can’t be fruitful because the impact is happening by the Spirit of God anyway. I’m going to go more into this next chapter, but when you understand it’s Him that’s directing you to who because He’s drawing the who and will teach them, that removes some of the pressure about how it all works. 

Understand this: if you’re Spirit-led, fruitfulness is already built in. Can I tell you why Adam’s voice worked in the earth? It wasn’t because Adam was just something super. It’s because the fruitfulness was already built into the earth, so all He had to do was show the fruitfulness in the earth. Let me back up. The seed that the fruit was inside of knew who created it. I know it’s hard for you to wrap your mind around because a seed doesn’t think or breathe, but it knows who its Creator is. I don’t know how, but if the rocks can cry out, then a seed knows. The problem is that the seed in the earth was physical. In order for it to activate in the physical realm, it had to have a voice in the physical realm. 

That’s simply what God did. He built this man and borrowed his voice. That’s why the fruitfulness that was already built into the seed sprung forth because that fruit recognized when that man spoke, it wasn’t him. It was the voice of God!  The seed said, “I have no choice whatsoever  because I recognize my Creator made me to bear fruit.” That’s what you desire in people’s lives that you’re discipling. You seek God to lead you to the ones you already know fruitfulness is locked inside of so that when your voice begins to engage their life, it activates the fruit inside of them because it’s not you speaking to them. It’s God speaking to them through you. We really don’t have a whole lot to do with it other than being available. 

Go back to Mark 1:16. I want to prove to you again that Jesus was functioning by the Spirit. Let me just remind you that everywhere you read about Jesus, He is not disconnected from you. It’s the representation of who you have the possibility to be. He did it as you’re supposed to do it. He didn’t skip any steps. He didn’t come to this earth fully grown. He took every route you have to take so He could show you how to do it.. 

Mark 1:16 says, “As He walked by the sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew.” If you go down to Mark 1:19, the Bible says, “When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother.” If we jump over to Mark 2:14, “Then He went out again by the sea and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them. And as He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office.” So, three times we see it mentioned that as He walked by He saw them. The word “saw” doesn’t just mean that Jesus happened to recognize someone with His eyes. It wasn’t like someone walked by and their beauty just caught Him. The word “saw” means to perceive or discern with spiritual perception. That’s how it translates. Jesus wasn’t looking with his natural eyes. Do you know why? Because Jesus said, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” He was simply demonstrating what He would preach. He said, “I’m not looking with my natural eyes. I didn’t see them in the flesh. I saw them in the spirit. That’s why I knew who it was when I walked the route I was walking because I had already been awakened to who I would see. And when I went by that path, my spirit discerned what my spirit already knew.” You don’t get discernment without the Spirit. 

So if the translation of “saw” here was discernment, then you know He’s functioning by the Spirit. He’s not choosing Simon, Andrew, James, John, and Matthew just by their good looks. He saw them in the spirit. He knew who to recognize based on the leading of the Spirit. That’s how you’ll know who to recognize because you won’t see them according to their flesh because remember, if you saw them according to the flesh, you probably wouldn’t pick them. But you’re seeing them according to the Spirit. You’re discerning with what God has already spoken. 

So now that we understand, how are we supposed to find out the “who”? Pray and be Spirit-led. That’s step one, as I’ve already said. Here’s a little side note about that: It’s not going to take you seven months to pray about who you are supposed to disciple. We aren’t waiting on God; He’s waiting on us. I can almost guarantee you that if you start some really serious praying about “who” because you’ve committed to God that you’ve become available, you’re probably going to have somebody come to mind within the next couple of days. I bet there’s many of you reading this right now who’s already got someone on your brain. 

Even after He was baptized and the Holy Ghost opened heaven and said, “This my Son in whom I’m well pleased,” everyone wasn’t flocking to Him. John the Baptist himself had to pass the baton and say, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” and his disciples became the disciples of Jesus. It wasn’t like Jesus just walked by these boys and was just looking fresh and clean. He had to initiate the contact and invite them into the opportunity. I think part of that is because God is going to measure your motive and commitment to what He’s commissioned you to do. The seed of fruitfulness and the drawing of the Holy Spirit is already going on in their life. But even in that, they have to be invited into the opportunity. There are people in my leadership school who find out that as you grow in influence, your reputation begins to precede itself and people will begin to be attracted to you because of who you’ve consistently been. That began to happen with Jesus. But looking at the 12 men He chose to begin to disciple, He had to invite them. Even Jesus, God of all creation, had to ask somebody. 

We want to sit here and twiddle our fingers until someone decides they want to come hang out with us. That means we’re going  to continue to get the same ol’ mess, not moving forward in this discipleship thing until someone gets the courage to take the responsibility to begin to invite. 

There has to be this willingness to invite. There has to be an intentionality to want to be a part of this discipleship process—to be willing to initiate the commuincation and welcome someone into an opportunity of a lifetime. 

Man, you’re holding on to the best thing their life could ever know, but they don’t know it. That ought to be all the reason in the world for you to be willing to say, “Hey man, come follow me as I follow Christ. I’ve got your abundant life locked right here. You’re about to walk into things you never even imagined. You’re about to become something you never could’ve dreamed of. Not in all your fishing trips did you think you would become this kind of fisherman.”

I can already see and imagine some of your wheels turning and your eyes getting big. Why is it such a challenge to walk up to somebody and say, “Hey, follow me as I follow Christ?” I’m serious. Talk it out with me.

Person 1: Rejection. 

Person 2: Constantly trying to figure out the how.

Pastor: So, one of you said rejection and the another said “the how.” 

Person 3: Accountability to yourself. 

Pastor: Accountability to yourself, and I personally believe that becomes the number one thing. How does Peter become a water-walker without ever receiving an invitation to be a disciple? Had he never been invited to be a disciple, he never would have been in an opportunity to find out he could walk on water. How does Paul become the most prominent influencer in the New Testament—other than Jesus—as a murderer of Christians without someone creating an invitation? 

Obviously, we know he had an encounter with Jesus, but he was met by someone who took him in and began to disciple him. He sat under the tutelage of Barnabas for three years. This is a great example of his willingness to create an invitation. How would Barnabas ever know that Paul would go on to be one of the foremost apostolic fathers in all of the world, launch churches all over the place, develop  leaders, and write the majority of the New Testament? 

What have we left in graves? It gives me chills to think about it. What kind of works of the Kingdom have died with man because they’re being drawn by the Spirit, but there was no one walking by saying, “Follow me.” How many healed bodies and how many cures of cancers have we already had but it’s locked in a grave? 

When do we wake up and realize that the way that the Kingdom manifests itself is not because God just poofs and makes it happen. It’s people who all of a sudden decide, “I’m the “who” and I’m going to invite more “who’s,” and we’re going to watch this go crazy through a bunch of people who know “who.””

The truth of the matter is that it goes back to what we talked about in the previous two chapters. Really, our lack of willingness to create the invitation goes back to the model kind of like what Person 3 said. The boldness to give an invitation comes from the confidence in the model. Jesus had the boldness to say “Follow Me” because Jesus held Himself accountable to the model. Jesus had the boldness and the confidence to give an invitation because we know that He was led by the Spirit. There’s no more confidence needed than that. 

Here’s another thing. He also knew God’s commission, which was all about being a discipler. Jesus was bent on being obedient. So can I tell you to wake you up to something that just coming to church and not being a discipler is still functioning in disobedience? Now, I’m not here to wrestle and to jump hoops about things, but what I do know is that disobedience is sin.

The Bible then tells me that the wages of sin is death. But for some reason, we think we’re safe. Now again, God’s mercy and all of that kind of stuff is a different conversation. I’m not trying to get into that. I’m just giving you some core parameters to really think about because I think that we’ve skirted around the responsibility, and we think we’re doing pretty good. Did God not say in Genesis 1:28 to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and to subdue it to be His image and to be His likeness? Did Matthew 28 and Acts 1 not tell us to go and make disciples in all the nations? Was that not the core assignment of man and woman in the earth? 

God didn’t say the primary assignment is just to go to church on Sunday. He said that the primary assignment was to disciple and create disciples, and the church becomes the vehicle in which we’re able to do that. Unless we’re engaging in discipleship, we are not being very obedient to the Father. 

So Jesus had the confidence because one, He was Spirit-led. Two, He knew what God’s commission and command was and He was willing to be obedient to it. Here’s the final reason. He had already made the decision to live His life in pursuit of pleasing the Father and walking in the integrity of the Spirit. That’s why He had the confidence to say “Follow Me.”

 I believe it’s one of the core reasons why He does not create an invitation for His disciples until He had already gone in the wilderness and been tested and tried because it was in that place that God would find out whether He would remain authentic to the Spirit of God. It was in that place that the model was secured. 

God said, “Now, I can trust you to walk in My power. I can trust you to continue to serve and pursue Me with everything in your life.” And the Bible says that Jesus walked out of the wilderness in the power of the Holy Spirit. And it’s in that that He had the confidence because He had already committed Himself to going after God.

 I just like to throw questions out there just to make you think. I’m not trying to accuse or chastise.  If that was the pattern of Jesus, the Bible says that Jesus set His face like flint when He went to the cross. Flint is one of the hardest materials and substances that are out there. That’s why they use flint in lighters when it’s rubbing up against metal to create a spark. What that means is that Jesus was determined to be who He was built to be. He was determined to be a man after God’s own heart. Nothing was going to turn that. 

I just wonder how many of us in the church have actually made that kind of commitment to God that you’ve determined that in anything, you’ll pursue the Father? I don’t have control over all my circumstances. I don’t have control of the people around me and the decisions that they make. I don’t have control in a lot of things in my life. But one thing that I am in control of is that I have made a decision with every day of my life that I will serve the Father. Where are we with that kind of certainty? 

Because it’s that kind of certainty that creates the boldness and confidence for me to step up to somebody and say “Follow me as I follow Christ” because I know I’m going to follow Christ. It’s not a question of whether I can or whether I can properly lead you. I know there’s not a problem because I’ve already determined to follow Christ, and I’m not doing it in my own anyway. I’m simply looking at Him and following where He’s going. 

He had enough confidence because He had made a commitment to God. And I know you say, “But Pastor Jason, He was Jesus.” He was Jesus. He had the propensity to sin in the same way that you and I do. If He didn’t, the enemy would’ve never tried Him. If the possibility for Him to fail was not the same possibility that you and I have to fail, He would’ve never came after Him. It would’ve been a waste of time. The enemy knew the first Adam failed, so he wanted to find out if the next one would. And Jesus was only the next Adam until He decided to become the last Adam. 

We can’t work our way into the goodness of God or into the salvation of God. The payment of His blood on the cross was a payment that we could’ve never drummed up the finances for. From there, the Bible says “work out your own salvation.” We don’t work to salvation. We work from it. Yes, work and  responsibility are involved. Now that you understand my heart about this, I’m not telling you that you have to work your way into God’s favor. That’s not what I’m saying. 

But there is a responsibility to be the image of God. So, we struggle with this responsibility because we’ve embraced the idea of failure. What I mean by that is that we’re afraid that we’ll fail in discipling because we’ve already embraced failure as being a part of our model. You have already made it okay to mess up. Church culture has conditioned us that holiness is an enigma. But the Bible tells me to be holy as He is holy. It doesn’t say be somewhat like Him. It doesn’t say maybe you’ll do it like Him. It says BE as He is. 

Do you believe God is a cheater? No. Why would God invite you into something and not give you the ability to accomplish what He invited you into? Why would He tell you to be as He is if it was a joke and you couldn’t ever do it? It’s not God who has already determined that we will fail in the model. It’s that we’ve embraced the idea that failure is okay. We want to find out how close to the line we can skirt and still be saved. 

I’ll be honest with y’all. If there was an imaginary line, the guy on the left doesn’t look a whole lot different than the guy on the right. The guy on the left says, “Well, that doesn’t look very inviting. Ain’t no wonder nobody is going to say yes. Not only does the guy on the right look different; it doesn’t look like he’s gone too far. I ain’t paying a price for a ticket that ain’t carrying me nowhere.” We’ve made failure okay. Don’t make it okay to disappoint God! You may think, “Well, Jason, you’re putting so much on me that I can’t handle!” If you read your Bible long enough, you’ll find out that I’m not saying anything that He didn’t say. 

As a matter of fact, the reason that we continue to disappoint God is because we’ve not developed God’s mind about the sinful actions that we’re involved in. We’re okay with it. God hates it! So, until I learn how to embrace how He feels about it, I’ll continue to walk in it under the banner that “He loves me.” God does love you, but do you know who He loves more? Himself. That’s why you’re here to begin with. You’re just expanding His glory and His presence. He loves Himself, so He’s going to guard His integrity, honor, and holiness. 

When we say, “Well, I can do this and that just because He loves me.” He does, but that doesn’t mean He’s got to like what You’re doing. That doesn’t mean He’s got to be in it. God’s not visiting your strip clubs with you. Again, don’t make it okay to disappoint God, but let me tell you this. Do make it okay that if for some reason you do disappoint God,  you get back up and pursue Him even harder. I’m not creating a clause there that says, “Go ahead and mess up.”

Have enough confidence and commitment within yourself to say, “I’m going to go hard after God, and I’m going to invite somebody to go hard after God with me.” Begin to grow in a place of identity in God. Begin to want to look like Him. It perplexes me that most of humanity—church folks (absent from people true knowledge of the Kingdom and God and His Spirit)—do not even like what they see in the mirror but for some reason, they don’t have enough wherewithal to break relationship with the one they see in the mirror. You hate it, but you love it. I don’t understand that. As I was saying,  begin to grow in a place of identity with God because it’s not you that you’re showing off to them. It’s Him. 
 
Let me go to what Person 1 said about rejection. Being able to grow in that identity with Him allows you to deal with the possibility of rejection because Jesus invited them with the possibility that they would say no. We know by now there’s been a lot of people who said no to Jesus. That never deterred Him. God in His omniscience knew there would be plenty who would say no before He ever sent Jesus, and He still did it anyway. What does that tell us about how we should approach things? Do it anyway. Because when you understand that the possibility is there for them to say no, the reason it’s important for you to have an identity in Him is that if you’re inviting them to yourself and the model that you’ve created then when they say no, they are rejecting you. When you’ve given yourself to being shaped in the identity of Him, when you invite them and they say no, they’re rejecting Him. Then, it doesn’t shake me. Does it hurt? It better hurt a little bit because they’re rejecting the opportunity of God, but it better not hurt to the place that it literally shakes the foundation of who you are. 

The hurt that you should feel should be the compassion because you realize: “Man, I see what they have the potential to be, and they don’t want it.” But not, “Oh my God, I just don’t even know what I’m going to do. I’m not asking another person again.”

Can you imagine if the Kingdom would’ve quit when Judas rejected God? Thank God He stayed put at that table and continued with eleven others. And then He went on to the cross and while He was headed to the cross, He had another one of his boys who’s sitting there cussing Him and denying Him. Thank God that even in that moment He still had the confidence and the wherewithal to say, “My face is set like flint, and I know why I’ve been sent because I know who I am in Him.” 

If rejection ever becomes a possibility, they’re not rejecting you. They’re rejecting Him. That shouldn’t move you. Doesn’t the Bible say, “If you’re ashamed of Me before men, that I’ll be ashamed of you before my Father in heaven”? So, which one would you rather be rejected by? Isn’t that what He’s saying in that Scripture? If you’re ashamed to create the invitation before men, I will reject you in heaven, right? I just want to make sure we’re reading the same Word. I don’t have a different translation of the Bible. If they say no and your identity is built in Him, then you understand that they’re not saying no to you. They’re saying no to Him. 

We’re going to talk about the “how” next chapter, but let me say this to cap off this part of the teaching. Maybe you should kick yourself for reading this far because the Bible lets us know that once we have revelation that we become responsible for it. 

Now, just because you’ve decided you wanted to read this far in this book and you’ve read through my writing His Word, you’ve got revelation. Guess what? In the heavens, you’ll be held accountable for what was taught. Your assignment is to disciple. And if it hasn’t begun yet, it begins now. I have an expectation that if you start today praying for God to lead you within the local church to those that He’s assigning you to disciple, He’s going to begin to awaken who those people are. 

We’re going to go into some more of this over the last two chapters about the "how,” but this is how it begins. I’m charging you that you just can’t sit idle anymore. Every person reading these words right now: it is the call of God and the desire of God that you invite somebody within the Body into a discipling relationship with you. 

Person 1: So not necessarily rejection or anything, but how do you get past the failure model that you’ve created? Because for me personally, I feel like I have to be perfect all of the time and I feel like that if it’s not perfect, then I’m not good enough for it. So, how do I get past that failure model to be able to get the correct model to do it?

Pastor:  You can’t change what happened five minutes ago. It’s gone, but that’s the good thing about it. It’s gone. The beauty of the power of God is that if you determine from this moment that your pursuit from here on out is going to be as hard as I can go, one of my most favorite Scriptures in the Old Testament that talks about the goodness of God. To me it’s mind-blowing to understand what God says about Himself, understanding that God is omniscient, He says, “Even I am He that for my own sake will blot out your transgressions and remember them no more.” 

If that is God and He is willing to take whatever happened an hour ago, a day ago, or a year ago, and says, “Under this decision that someone makes that from this moment, I’m committing my life to You 100 percent even though yesterday was pretty jacked up. I know that some of the thoughts I had a few hours ago were pretty jacked up, but that’s not the person I want to be. I cover that by the blood.” 

Then God says, “Right here is where we begin.” You don’t have to worry about correcting a model because you don’t correct a model. Jesus didn’t take something that was old and broken down and polish it and fix the cracks. He said it was a new birth. That’s why it changed bloodlines. It’s a new bloodline. I got birthed into a whole new dimension. From this moment, I don’t have to function on yesterday or who I was. One of the things that we do have to fight to overcome are those people who will say, “Yeah, you’re running for Jesus, but yesterday you were sitting there slinging this and doing that.” Okay. At some point, there had to be the new day. 

Person 1: So, is that how you get over the feeling like you have to be perfect as well?

Pastor: Why do you feel like you have to be perfect? Because the Bible does tell us to be holy and to be perfect as He is, but I’ll explain some of that in a minute. Why do you function out of a mindset of perfection? I understand because I deal with a lot of that. 

Person 1: I have no idea. I just have always felt like if I messed up, then it was, “You just completely mess up.” Like if you didn’t do one thing right, then even the other things that you did right were just obsolete.

Pastor: First of all, remember that I just told you guys that we shouldn’t make it our mission to disappoint God, so I don’t want to give room that we invite failure back into this thing. 

Let me say this: There’s never been a mistake of your life that has cancelled the assignment of your life. There’s never been a mistake of your life that caused God to recalled what He called. The Bible says that He hasn’t pulled back what He put you here for. If you’re still sucking air, it’s because the purpose of your life is still very much alive in you. You have to find confidence in that. You have to find confidence in the fact that “God still believes in me.” 

And I will tell you about my life personally because that’s why my life took off...is because I grew up being held to a standard of perfection. It’s created somewhat of a frame of mind within me. You can ask some of my staff. I hold myself to a standard that is difficult for me to live by, but nevertheless there’s a grace that God gives us to be able to function in what He’s called and invited us to. It is a process because there are probably things that are somewhat still connected to your life—whether it’s influences, people, old ideologies, old thinking, old teaching, or whatever else from that beat up, tattered model. 

Now that you’ve got this new model, you’ve got to find some way to begin to disassociate from the things that broke the old one. Again, that’s thinking, that’s people, and that’s habits. You have to begin to give your life over to a daily pursuit of God. Give Him full access of your life so that when you’ve built this new model, those old things are removed from where God’s trying to carry you. 

The thing that we have to understand is that it’s is a process of perfecting. It doesn’t happen overnight. You’re not going to wake up tomorrow and everything be perfect. You’re going to wake up tomorrow telling God, “God, I’m going to live today by the leading of Your Spirit. I’m going to listen to the way You direct.” 

I promise you He won’t direct you wrong, and I promise that if you really are being led by His Spirit, then when you approach things that could break the model, you’re going to feel something that says, “Nuh uh.” It really works that way. That’s the leading of the Spirit. You have to be willing to listen to that “nuh uh” regardless of who’s around, who’s watching, or whatever else it may be. That’s how you begin to navigate that path towards perfecting and growing in His image.

Let me be the first to tell you that when I was called to ministry when I was eighteen years old—I didn’t answer until many years later,. Even when I answered that call and I had an undeniable encounter with God where He began to speak to me about my life, it still wasn’t perfect the next day. 

I had to begin to pursue perfecting, to pursue righteousness, and to pursue holiness and hold myself accountable to that and to be willing to hold myself accountable to discipline. The truth is that we have to learn how to become self-disciplined (self-control is a fruit of the Spirit) because we don’t always have our discipling relationships, mentors, and our pastors around us.

There has to be a point where I engage in holding myself accountable. But you also have to remember what God said about you, remember what God believes about you, and remember what God is calling you to, and allow that to be the passion and the fuel that drives you through the every day process of growing in maturity with Him. Colossians says that we are to present everyone fully mature. Well, maturity is a process. Your child doesn’t go from being born to being six overnight. With the maturing process, you’ve had to whip them several times. You’ve had to discipline them. You’ve had to put them in the corner. You’ve had to take stuff from them that wasn’t good for them in order for them to learn what it means for them to be a right individual.

That’s what you have to give yourself to. You have to give that room to happen. The difference in two people is one is trying to pursue perfection out of a broken heart and the other is trying to pursue perfection out of a right heart. Sometimes, those two people can look somewhat the same if they are in close proximity, but their hearts are different. And God begins to measure the heart from the inside out first. It’s about giving Him access to a committed heart that says, “I no longer want to be what I was. I want to touch and reach and do everything that You desire for me because I realize there’s nothing like it.” He understands the authenticity of that heart and will draw you to that.  You make the commitment before God that says, “You know what God? Today, I’m running hard after you. Just today. I’m holding myself to Friday.” 

 When you start thinking about the habits that you were involved in and the people you were around, it’s a whole lot easier to disconnect one at a time from those things and people than trying to think about doing it for a lifetime. I like to use a cigarette terminology. Let’s say you’ve been smoking all of these years. All of a sudden, you’re trying not to smoke anymore. It’s a whole lot easier to focus on challenging yourself to be clean of those today and to honor God with your body today than it is thinking about not having one next Thursday. That’s a daunting task. 

So, you just make that commitment and live from that out of the heart that says, “God, you know what? I’m going to give you my heart again today.” Paul was an incredible representative of that. He said, “Man, everyday.” This is mack-daddy Paul, and he’s like, “I wake up and I desire to do things that I don’t do, and I do the things I desire not to do, and I have to hold myself in subjection. I die to myself daily.” That’s what He said. And I promise you, you have to trust the goodness and grace of God that God wants you to succeed and find out the real you more than you do. It is literally all of what heaven is pulling for. It is pulling for you. 

I’m so grateful for the story where the prophet prayed that his servant’s eyes would open and that he would recognize that those who were for him were greater than those who were against him. You’ve got to begin to see that there’s more for you than there is against you every day. 

Person 2: I’m not saying this has happened in Person’s 1 case or in your case Pastor, but when our kids our little,  we as parents put them on a higher standard like “You have to get an A” and “You can’t do bad” and we don’t give them room to fall. If they don’t succeed, then the first thing we want to do is chastise them. Then, when they grow up, we do more harm when we’re trying to raise them because everybody wants the best child—the best student in school, almost like bragging rights. 

Pastor: I agree, but I also want to add something from a different perspective. I believe that one of the problems in doing so is that we do not teach them their identity in the Kingdom and then hold them to being what God called them to be so that they understand, “I’m pursuing Him” and as the Bible says, “I do everything as unto the Lord.” 

That’s something I try to hold my kids to. I tell them every day, “Do everything as unto the Lord.” I don’t care if you’re swinging a golf club, writing a poem, or whatever, do everything as unto the Lord. Understand who you are in the Kingdom and don’t live according to the expectation of the world around you. Live according to the fact that you’re the daughter of the King. We should begin to train our kids in that identity. Now, listen. If you saw my house, you’d probably think I was failing miserably. But also I think the problem happens when we as parents don’t begin to really create a pursuit and a perspective of the Spirit of God within our homes and teach them what their identity is, we never tap into what God’s created them to be. I’m not talking about children that love and praise Him. I’m talking about their true identity—the assignment on their life. Their whole purpose of why they’re here. 

I think that’s where we get into trouble...holding them to standards that may not necessarily meet their assignment and understanding who they are and what they have a propensity to. Somebody may be more artistic and not have quite the science brain—that’s not by accident. God has built that into their DNA for a reason. But when we never really press in to see our children for what they really are, then we hold them to some standards that don’t meet the criteria of their assignment. As parents, I think we have to be more in tune with their identity. 
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Introduction: Last chapter, we talked about the importance of initiating that invitation, being really intentional about engaging in those relationships, and we talked about some of our struggle in why we don’t do that (we’re not confident in the model we’re presenting, fear of rejection, and different things we discussed). 

The first step towards engaging in discipling relationships is that we don’t wait for them to come to us. We are proactive in making sure that those things happen. Jesus sought the Father as He went up and prayed, “Who have you chosen for Me?” 

When you’re led by the Holy Spirit and you have done what you can to continue to grow the model and build yourself in the image of Christ, it really makes it that much easier to initiate the engagement of the relationship because you know “I’m led here by the Spirit. I know this is what God’s led me to and I know it’s what He’s told me to do. 

 It’s not that I’m prideful and arrogant, but I believe in the commitment that I’ve made to God and what He’s shaping me to be, and I’m not afraid to invite someone into a relationship with me knowing that I’m going to run for God in every way that I can.” 

Now that we understand the importance of initiating the relationship and inviting others into discipling relationships, I hope you are understanding how important this is. I said in the last chapter, everybody should be praying now “who” is God sending me to because you’ve read this information. Everything centers around the “who” and “who do You have for me?” Moving forward from there, I now know that I have be Spirit-led towards the “who,” and I have to initiate the invitation of inviting somebody into that. 

How do we know the “How”: Now, we start breaking into the practices of "how."
How do we begin to facilitate discipleship? I’m only going to talk about one key thing tonight. The way that we find ourselves in the “how to” and the way that we begin to disciple and be discipled.

First, let me say this: it is a lifestyle change. I don’t want to make any bones about it. I don’t want to present you something without letting you know what it costs up front. Jesus told those that were going to follow Him, “This is what it’s going to cost. Count the costs.” I’m hopeful that you’re growing to be mature and obedient enough that regardless of the costs, you’re willing to pay it. 

 We’ve been able to do church and we’ve been able to place the responsibility of evangelism on the house and it’s been easy. You can show up on Sunday and Wednesday. It’s really not costing you a whole lot. 

If you’re going to begin to shape the model and develop yourself into the image of God, it’s going to begin to cost you something—a lot of yourself. Isn’t that what Jesus said? “You have to deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Me.” You have to begin to learn how to pay the price. 

But to get into this thing called discipleship, it’s going to cost you something. It is a complete lifestyle change. I need you to understand that and be willing to embrace it. Be willing to understand that this is not an easy change. 

And the truth is that because this has not been a common process of our Christian culture for quite awhile now, we’re going to have to really be apostolic in creating the change. That means we’re going to have to navigate the weeds and cut some trails so that those who come after us have it easier than what we have now. 

I’m going to get into that Scripture a little later, but we’re almost  going to have to do what the early church did in Acts 2 to begin to embark in some pathways and lifestyle changes that are not easy in order for us to begin to grow a Body the way that God desires. Listen to me. It’s going to require some things from you that you don’t think you have to give. I’m not talking about gifts or right words. I’m talking about practical things that are a part of your everyday life that you don’t think you have to give. This is the type of lifestyle change in discipleship that I’m talking about.

Two chapters ago I mentioned reevaluating your circle of influence, and it should be condensed into three people groups within one main plane. We talked about how everyone in our circle of influence should now be headed in the same direction (forward and up), and we have people that are pulling us up to where we want to be, we have people who are walking alongside with us— peers that we can lean upon—and we have those that we’re reaching back to to draw them to where we’re going. So, you’re discipling somebody, you’re leaning on somebody, and you’re being discipled by somebody. But in this, everybody is headed in the same direction. I told you that everybody has to be plowing in the same field. So if you’ve begun evaluating your life and reevaluating your circle of influence to condense it to the three people groups,, then you’re really in prime position for what becomes most effective in discipleship. It all begins to piece itself together.

I played a little ball and we had this thing called “cuts” where you had to make the team...some of y’all need to reevaluate your team and make some cuts. But when you get to a place that you start making some cuts, people who make that cut ought to be all headed in the same direction in the same plane. And when you do that, you position yourself in the prime place for effective discipleship to really begin to happen. 

Let me go a little bit further. Once you’ve accepted Christ and you began to shape your life as a son in His image, and you allow that model to be shaped (something effective that you have to present to somebody in discipleship), then the way that discipleship begins to happen is simply through God-centered, Spirit-driven relationship. The way that discipleship begins to happen is through God-centered, Spirit-driven relationship. So then if you begin to go back two chapters ago to what was taught and you begin to evaluate your circle of influence, you should already be beginning to create space so you are able to create right relationships. 

 If you go back to the sixth “Making Sons” chapter in Discipleship Strategies, I showed you that the father-son relationship was the pattern by which things progress and transact in the Kingdom. Remember that? We have a Father and His whole idea was to create sons who expand His Kingdom. In order for you to be a father, you have to be a son first. 

This thing continues to progress through father-son relationships. If you go back to the beginning of time, did God and Adam have a relationship? Yes. Did Adam and Eve have a relationship? Yes. This whole thing was founded on the principle of relationship, and everything that happened in creation happened by, for, and through relationship. God created the heavens and the earth, why? Because He was trying to expand His Kingdom, and the only way He could expand His Kingdom was through the relationship of sons. So everything created in six days was for relationship. 

Everything that would happen after the initial creation of six days would begin to happen through relationship. Why? Because He said, “It’s not good for you to be alone. You cannot fulfill the assignment I’ve placed on your life and you cannot even walk in the demand that I put on you unless you’re in relationship.” It wasn’t just about being married. It was about relationship. It was about bringing together the Body. 

This whole thing began to move forward in relationship because everything in the Kingdom transacts relationally. You’ve heard me say this, but everything you’ve ever gotten and everything you’ve ever done has happened through relationship. There is nothing in your life that you’ve manufactured all by yourself. 

Because I don’t care if you just came up with incredibly wonderful idea to invent some new product, the only way that you had the material to build the product was that you had to have relationship with somebody to go buy it. The only way you know what 4 + 4 is is because at some point, you had to have a relationship that transacted the ability to add. The only reason you’re reading this book right now is because somebody had to transact some Kingdom information to you relationally. It didn’t come out of nowhere. It happened because of connection. Do you understand that everything in the Kingdom moves forward by relationship? 

I know this sounds a little bit sacreligious, but the Kingdom does not advance by evangelism. The Kingdom advances by discipleship through relationship. You don’t have to have a relationship with someone to teach them about Jesus and invite them to accept Him in their heart. You don’t even have to know them. But to mature them, call them to new dimensions, shape them, and have influence over their life, you have to have relationship with them. 

Thrones are not changed by elections; they’re passed on to sons. It’s a heritage. It’s a lineage. It’s relationship. We have to get back to a place where we’re relationship minded. You may have all kinds of blood kin relatives. You may have lots of work friends. But those in the Kingdom and those in the Body of your local house are the ones who are to become your family. We’ve made kin blood thicker than His blood. We’ve made social circles, commonalities, and the things that we enjoy through our pleasures thicker than His blood. We’ve made some of our work relationships thicker than those that share His blood. That’s why I’m telling you that a lifestyle change has to happen because it may require a complete shift of those people you spend your time with. If you’re going to have anything transact in your life that begins to bring fruit and progress the Kingdom, it’s going to happen because you’ve made the Kingdom people around you in your local Body your family. There’s nothing wrong with that. That’s why I told you that you have to count the costs because once you start making the cuts, you’re going to have some folks giving you a hard time saying, “Well, you think you all righteous and you all this and that. Who do you think you are? You think you’re better than me.” It’s not that I’m better than you. We just aren’t plowing in the same field. You’re producing one fruit, and I’m trying to get another.

 It’s simply logic, right? You can go down to Walmart in the garden section where the seeds are and realize it’s simply logic. If you want cantaloupe, you have to get cantaloupe seeds, but if you want watermelons, you have to get watermelon seed. I can’t buy a pack of cantaloupe seed expecting to get a watermelon. I’ve got to have a return because the cantaloupe seed ain’t making the cut when I need some good, fresh, juicy, red watermelon. 

We have to begin to evaluate our circles because the thing that makes discipleship run is relationship. It is family. If you read Psalms 63:6, the Bible says that He takes the isolated and He sets them in families—spiritual families. He doesn’t take them and try to find a way back into their kinfolk and back into their work friends. 

The only way that the isolated are going to begin to find out who they are, thrive, and do everything that God desires is by not doing it alone. You can be around a lot of people and still be alone because you’re not in a Kingdom family. The only way production can happen in your life to draw out the seed on the inside of you is that you have to get around some Kingdom water. Remember the Bible says that Paul sowed and Apollos watered. And through that, the Holy Spirit gave increase.

When Moses was trying to lead millions of people out of Egypt and they were grumbling, complaining, frustrated, and things weren’t going right, do you know what they did? They set up families. Jethro, his father-in-law came to Moses and said, “Look son, let me tell you something. This is how this thing needs to happen. You need to break down some small groups so they can spend time with each other and there can be a voice over them, but make sure they also do life together. That’s how this thing is going to thrive, by beginning to break down into groups of fifty and hundreds. We have a local body that they’re invested in and that they become a part of and spend their time with because that is the only way that you’re really going to be able to productive in where I’m trying to move you at into the promised land. We have to break them down and put them in families.”  

Let’s go to Matthew 8:18-22. It says, “And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side. And then a certain scribe came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.’ And Jesus said, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’” Basically, Jesus is asking him there, “Are you sure you’re willing to follow me wherever I go?” 

And watch this as the Scripture continues: “Another of his disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, let me first go back to my kinfolk.’” Let me tell you something contextually and historically about this. When it says, “Let me go back and bury my father,” the father wasn’t already dead. The father was in the process of dying because if the father was already dead, the man wouldn’t have been there to begin with. He would’ve been in the house mourning. So, the father is presently dying. You know what we’d do? We’d say exactly what this guy did. “Let me go back and be with my daddy until he dies.” 2021 translation: “Let me take care of all the will. Let me get through all the mess and the business of it all. And let me grieve a little bit. Then, when I feel better about things and it’s more convenient, I’ll come and be in relationship with you.”

 He said, “You go on and let the dead bury the dead.” You can’t take that and simply place that in the little frame of what you read right there and not apply it to your life because who are the dead? The unsaved. Those who aren’t in families of the Kingdom. So what He’s saying is, “Hey, you’re either here or you’re there. If you want to go hang out with that family, then y’all bury yourselves. Let the dead bury the dead. But if you’re gonna be with Me and you’re gonna be a part of My family, you forsake that. Make the cut, and come on and join who your family really is.”  

I mean, that’s pretty bold. We don’t think Jesus has that kind of attitude like He would’ve just said, “Aww, go on back and just hold hands with him for a little while.” No. Jesus understood the condition and the principle of the man’s heart. It wasn’t that He wasn’t compassionate about this guy. 

Here’s the truth of the matter. Now, I’m just speculating, but we have precedence and evidence of it in Scripture that had this man had a legitimate response to God to be a part of God’s family, God could’ve sent word and healed his daddy based on that man’s faith. Did we not see that with the centurion? Jesus didn’t go to the centurion’s house. His sick servant wasn’t begging God for healing. It was a centurion who came and found Jesus and said, “I believe in You, and I believe that You have a power and authority in Your words. If You send a command all the way back to my house, I believe that he can be healed.” 

Jesus said, “I’ve seen no greater faith in all of Jerusalem than this guy right here.” If we really understand and buy into the family of God—give ourselves to it and make it a priority—the truth of the matter is maybe we open up the people around us who were unsaved to a possibility of being a part of the family too. Do you know what we would do? We would say, “God, let me go back and try to save him myself.” 

He says, “No, no, no. Come and be a part of my family. You have to sell out to the Kingdom family.” He says, “Let the dead bury their own dead.” 

Go to Luke 9:57-62. It’s the same story, but another story is added to it. It says, “Now it happened as they journeyed on the road that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said, “Foxes have holes. Birds of the air have nests. But the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Then He said to another, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”

The Kingdom should be the priority of your life, not what’s going on everywhere else. That becomes secondary and should flow out of the priority of the Kingdom. 

The Scripture goes on further to say, “And another also said, “Lord, I will follow you, but let me go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” Here it is again. “Let me go and get everyone I’ve been connected to and let me go back and tell them “bye” and “this is why I’m leaving” and “this is where I’m going.” 

And Jesus says, “No one having put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of God.” Someone please explain that to me!? We don’t think that Jesus was all bold and real when He said, “Hey, cut this off and get involved in a Kingdom family and make the Kingdom your priority.” But that’s exactly what He did. Someone show me in those two verses where Jesus was like, “Aww, it’ll be okay. I understand. When you feel like it. When you feel good. When something happens that breaks that relationship off for you. When they stab you in the back or when they decide they don’t want to be in relationship with you any more or whenever they start acting bad or angry and mistreating you, then you can come on back and it’ll be okay.” That’s how we want it. 

He says, “Don’t even look back.” Don’t even look back at what you’re calling family. It’s not that we have to disregard them to the point that we don’t even pick up the phone and say “Hello” and not have Christmas dinner and things like that. It’s not about that. It becomes about who your time is spent with regularly. Not just your time, but your personal investments, your emotions, your mental energy, and your spiritual energy. That’s what it’s about because you're spending time with people sometimes that you’re not even with in that moment because you’re still locked in mentally, emotionally, and spiritually with them. 

We can’t expect His yoke to be easy and His burden to be light unless we’re plowing in His field. But we think that’s just a pluck-it-out verse that’s going to rescue us when we’re in distress. No. He’s like, “You know what? It’s hard for me to rescue you when you keep playing around with folks I told you to cut out. You want me to destress you but you won’t quit plowing in the field that brings it all up.” 

He says, “Man, let the dead bury the dead.” And you say, “But doesn’t Jesus love them all?” Yes, He does!  At the moment that the Holy Spirit is dealing with you, you become the priority to the Holy Spirit. Now the goodness of God and the omnipresence of God is that He can be dealing with you and someone else at the same time, and someone else is the important one and the favorite one, but in that moment as far you go, the focus is on you. 


Here’s what I find interesting too. We want to be in relationship with both at the same time. The Bible says that a house divided against itself cannot stand. You can’t divide yourself between that family and this family. You can’t divide yourself between the world and the Father. You can’t be in relationship with both of them at the same time. Again, when I say relationship, I mean time spent. Relationship is connection. Relationship are people who you are spending the majority of your time with. I’m not talking about an acquaintance that you see at QT and you wave at them and you say, “What’s up man. I’m glad to see you. Give me a text sometime. Let me know how you’re doing.” That’s not what I’m talking about. I’m talking about people that you’re spending your time with on the regular. 

You’ve got to cut some of those things out because He says that you cannot navigate both of them. You have to cut this one off in order to come and be a part of My family. That’s why I said this thing gets hard. It’s a lifestyle change that becomes challenging because we’re emotionally tied to people, to memories, to situations, and to moments. We have our emotions wrapped up and we let those lead and make the decisions about, “Well, I can’t do this. I’m not going to do that because it might hurt their feelings.” I don’t know about y’all and I may be wrong, but I don’t know right here in the Scripture just referenced that Jesus was worried about whose feelings was going to get hurt. I just can’t find it anywhere. 

Let me show you another example found in Matthew 12:46-50. “While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside seeking to speak to Him. Then one said to Him, ‘Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to you.’” 

Now, let me tell you something. Right here is cause for what the world would say, “Man, that Christian is a jerk.” They were sitting outside waiting to speak to Jesus. He says, “Hold on, who told you who were my mother and my brothers? Who are my mother and who are my brothers? Make sure you know.” 

He stretched out His hands towards His disciples and said, “Here are my mothers and here are my brothers, for whoever does the will of my Father in heaven are my brother and my sister and my mother.” And if you go to the next chapter, let’s remember that a chapter does not mean an end of events. It’s a progression of conversation or progression of time, and I have no indication when I move from chapter 12 into chapter 13 where it ever says He went out and spoke with His waiting mother and brothers. 

Jesus says, “Who is my family? Make sure you know who my family is because my family is not who you think family is. My family is not what the world has called family. My family is not my mother and my brothers.” 

Now, did Jesus love his mother and his brothers? Did Jesus desire for his mother and his brothers to be saved? Yes, He did. Thankfully eventually, his brothers were. But in that moment, they weren’t. Matter of fact, they didn’t get saved until He died.

He said, “Listen man, I know how the Kingdom is going to progress, and I know where my fruit lies. I know that my fruit grows by the ones who are plowing in the same field with me, and the truth is that the people living in my own household aren’t doing the will of my Father. They’re not the ones that’s plowing in the same garden that I’m working in. 

These are my mother and my brothers. The ones who are like-minded with me. The ones who have the same heart and pursuit as me. The ones who call on Father God. These are the ones who I’m going to give my time to. These are the ones I’m in relationship.”  The Kingdom and who you share that with becomes the priority, and following can’t happen if you’re not with people. How do you follow something that’s not in the same realm, parameter, garden, or territory that you’re in? Following can’t happen if you’re not with people. I’m just curious, and maybe all of you know this already, but how many of you have ever studied this and really processed the meaning of what was just shared in regards of actually who we actually give ourselves to and who we’re in relationship with and why it’s so hard? Why can’t we just pick up and respond to God’s Word the way that He said it? I feel like this is a point of conversation. I figured there are some folks who are itching to say something about this whole “leaving this one” and “connecting with that one” thing. 

Person 1: I think we make it hard for ourselves and we’re not thinking it’s as easy as it is. We’re thinking because it’s from God then it has to be tough and requires a commitment. It really sounds so easy, but some people are not willing to sacrifice, to give up that part of their life. You said it’s a lifestyle change, so how much of your life do you have to give up to do this? (Pastor: Jesus said all). Yes. All of your life. And what about your family? And people have lifetime friends, and if they’re not willing to walk with you as you walk with God...Jesus is your friend.

Pastor: I think one thing we have to understand is that you don’t have to be doing the same thing with someone and be present with them just to love them. Just because you cut mama, brother, best friend Sally, and whoever else off, that doesn’t mean you don’t love them. 

To be quite honest with you, to have God’s love—agape love—means it’s not associated with a feeling or an emotion. It actually is the love that the Lord prefers and the reason that the Lord prefers it is because it’s based out of obedience to Him. 

 When you truly agape love somebody, it’s not about a want, desire, or feeling. It’s a compassion to want them to want Him the way that He needs to be wanted. You can agape love someone and not even be in everyday relationship with them. And just because you cut your best friend Sally off doesn’t mean that you don’t love her. She’s going to tell you that you don’t. But that’s when you have to know the truth and stand firm in it,  and that only comes from knowing what the Word of God says. The truth is the very fact that I’m walking away shows you that I love you because I can’t properly love you until I properly love myself. That’s what the word of God says. Love God and then love others as you love yourself. So, I’m going to show you how much I love you by being willing to break away so that I can properly love myself and I can show you a better way from a distance until you decide that you want to plow in the same field, but nevertheless, I’m going to give you something to watch. 

It is tough because, if we go back to the garden, everything was reversed and perverted.  We began to be sensually driven rather than spiritually driven, so our passions and desires that are seated by the world lead, and now I’m stuck trying to make decisions based on how much I have an emotion for my best friend Sally. “You know, the time spent. We’ve been best friends for twenty-two years. I can’t just cut that off in in one minute.” The Word says you can. And here’s what I’m going to tell you. If the Word says you can, there’s a grace and a strength to do it. What you don’t know is when you do that what it may provoke out of her life.

 It’s going to be a wake up call. “Why in the world would this woman distance from me after twenty-two years?” But because we’re so wrapped up and still so sensually driven, we say, “I deeply feel for my best friend Sally and I can’t just walk away like that.” Jesus just said those who cannot do that are not fit for the Kingdom. That ought to be sobering to us. That ought to really cause us to evaluate our circle of influence.

Person 1: Like when I got saved, I mean, you know where I came from previously (religion of Islam). Right away, I was like, “God, no, I can’t do it. I can’t do it.” It was hard pulling away because I was there almost forty years. But when I did, I just left myself open. If you’re determined to do it and you set your mind and you know that Jesus has a better place for you than where you were previously, you just go ahead and do it. 

Pastor: Yeah. The Bible says that we cannot serve two masters. The truth of the matter is whoever you’re connected to that God is trying to move you away from becomes a master if they’re taking His space and His place. 

Listen, our own laws of our ridiculous nation tell us that we can’t be married to two men or two women at the same time. You can’t be in polygomy. Why? Why would the natural world understand that that’s just not even right and we can’t embrace that truth spiritually? 

You can’t have two gods or two kings that you serve. At some point, we have to register this truth. 

Person 2: You already explained this so well, but I just want to say that we feel so attached to someone or attached to the material things or to the addictions that we have that we feel like dying if we have to quit those things.

Pastor: That’s a great point. Let me explain something to you. Do you know why an umbilical cord is attached from the baby to the mother? It provides sustenance. Essentially, it’s what naturally develops the child. That’s where the cells and the DNA are coming through. It’s where they’re getting fed. 

That attachment is what’s developing the child’s identity. When you began to speak to the things we’re so attached to, it’s hard for us to cut the cord because now it has developed so much of our identity. And so my 22-year friendship is really rooted in my identity because I identify myself in that person. I don’t know who I am. I find part of myself in this addiction, in this habit, or in this circle of people. The longer we remain attached, the more your identity is developed by what you’re attached to. We better cut some cords now, or it just gets harder!  Listen to me. There will never be an easier time than right now to cut some things away. 

Person 3: Both Person 1 and Person 2 pretty much covered what I was going to say. But I was thinking like straddling the fence. Like, you’re stepping out into this God thing, but in the back of your mind, you’re thinking, “Well, if this doesn’t work out,” you still want your friends to come hold you up.

Pastor: So, it’s a plan B. (Person 3: Yeah). I think that goes back to the identity thing. We’re afraid of being by ourselves in that regard because “I don’t know me.” Now understanding the Lord, you know you’ll never be alone so there’s no option for failure when you do that anyway. But if for some reason I was stuck in an alone place, I’m not even comfortable with being alone because I don’t know who I am. I’m identified by everything I’ve had my hand in. 

Person 4: One of the problems I had when I got saved is a lot of my friends weren’t saved. I thought I could go out with them, but I’d end up in a ditch with them. 

I’d have to go talk to my preacher, and he said, “Well Wes, is it easier to push them out of that ditch or pull them out?” But the problem I had was I was so concerned about them because you hear parents say all the time, “They’re hanging with the wrong crowd.”

Well, I was the wrong crowd. I still have a problem with hearing someone saying “Well, he’s hanging around the wrong crowd.” I felt like if I could get saved, then they could. But eventually, I had to separate myself from them because I ended up in that same ditch with them every time I was around them because I wasn’t strong enough. 

Pastor: That’s exactly right. And the Word teaches us that. “Bad company corrupts good character. You can’t yoke a donkey and an ox together.” I like when your preacher said “push” or “pull” because both of them are difficult when getting someone out of the ditch. 

First of all, it’s probably won’t even be you who will bring salvation to them. Sometimes it happens, but that’s less likely because most people always identify you where they met you. So,if they met you at a bar, it’s hard for them to embrace you in a church. That’s why it even becomes more difficult to think, “Well, I can go back to this circle of people” and believe you’re going to be their savior. If it wasn’t the case, then Jesus would have been able to disrupt Nazareth, but they identified Him as, “A carpenter in daddy’s house—a snotty-nosed kid running around looking for a kool-aid.” 

Since they identified Him as that, they  could not be changed by Him. Here’s what we also have to embrace: when I believe that I’m their savior, I’ve completely missed God. And to think that God doesn’t want those same people you’ve been in a ditch with saved as well...but remember what I taught you, when He’s dealing with you, He’s thinking about you. And if He can rescue you out of that place, then there’s obviously hope for them. If He’s got enough power to do it for you, He can do it for them without your help. 

Person 5: I think a big part of it, kind of like what Person 4 was saying, is that with the rapport you have with those people, you don’t want to look like your “holier than thou” and you don’t want to look like your trying to be so different than they are even though you came from the same place.

 I think about the Scripture that talks about Jesus saying, “Oh, you need to hate all the rest of the people you know in comparison” and that’s hard to hear sometimes. But if you’re looking at it in comparison, it’s like “Yeah, I love my people. We only have one word for love. I love my people. I love apple pie. I love macaroni. I love my people, but I love Jesus.” 

But He says the difference between that has to be so great that it’s like you don’t even love them. And that’s a hard concept, you know, because you don’t want to offend, and you want to keep some of those relationships.
(Pastor: But you know, the Kingdom is offensive). It is offensive. You have to be offended before you’re corrected.

 It made me also think about this one dream I had a while ago and it was like you are the main character and have two plots of property. Satan owns one side of the property, God owns the other. And you have these decisions as far as the steps you’re going to take and what you want to do with your life, but you’re not all the way sold on what God wants you to do. You don’t quite want do what Satan’s got planned for you, either. So, you’re sitting on the fence. And then I saw like this crazy-looking face of Satan that said, “I own the fence.” And I was like, “Ahh.”

Pastor: You know, a fence position is still a decision. 

Person 6: Me and my husband learned this. It cost us everything to get where we are, and we have so much further to go. I mean, it cost us every family member. What I found where I’m at was that it was easier after all that rejection, after having to give up, after our son dying...I mean just everything. It literally cost us everything just to get to the small space that we’re at now. 

What I found was that it was easier to isolate and not get back close with somebody because we had to learn the lesson that we can’t reach our family. They’re just not willing to hear it from us, you know? None of our friends...nothing. 

So I isolated. And then I kept getting rejected in churches because we’re interracially married where the doctrinal...you know, not like here! This is the first church in five years that we’ve been to that we’re actually comfortable in. 

Since it cost us everything to get to this point, now it’s hard for me to even build relationships with other Christians because I don’t want to have to lose again because it’s hard. 

But I’m so grateful because I learned that lesson where “if you love your son or daughter or father and mother more than Me, you’re not worthy of Me” and it was just like “EVERYBODY falls in between there where it’s everybody else you know like aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters… everybody!” 

So I’m going out on a limb by talking with a member of this church when I come early before Wednesday discipleship. And I am thinking, “I don’t usually fit in. I’m radical in my faith. I’ve been healed!” And I’ve got to calm down sometimes and understand not everybody has lost everything. Not everybody has given up everything. The Lord made us give up everything. We started here at this church with nothing. We had to give up our personal possessions. We didn’t even have a car. So I have a radical testimony, you know? I’m not trying to be over-radical or better than somebody. I need help in that area. 

Pastor: Well, but here’s the thing. I’m hearing that you trusted God to give all your possessions away, but you don’t trust God to be in relationship. 

Person 6: Right! 

Pastor: So let me tell you this. Once you realize and embrace that you’re accepted, then you’re never rejected. Once I’ve been accepted, I’ll never be rejected again. I mean people may, but they’re not rejecting me. They’re essentially rejecting the God who’s working in me and working me out, if that makes sense. We have to understand that once I’m accepted, I’m not worried about rejection. And going back to what Person 5 said about the thing of when we break away and being afraid of being called self-righteous or whatever it may be, who cares!? If they call you self-righteous, stuck up, or whatever they come up with (I’ve been called it all), who cares!? 

Let me try to balance this out. If that really bothers you that they’re calling you that, then you’re not doing what you’re doing for the right reasons anyway because your ego is still affected. But if I know who I am in Him and who He is, they can say self-righteous or whatever else all day long because I know my fruit and I know my character. Say what you want to say. 

Listen, I’m not here to tell you that when they say it, it doesn't have an emotional hurt. It does. But, you learn how to build a strength for that, so that when they say it, it’s like “Who cares!? I know you’re saying that because you don’t know me.” It’s the same thing that happened with Judas. When Judas came and denied Jesus and he had Jesus arrested in the garden, there were hundreds to thousands of soldiers that accompanied Judas to a guy who hadn’t hurt a fly. Jesus had healed everybody and not hurt anybody. He may have broken them down with some truth, but He did not physically harm anybody. He did not have a weapon on Him. 

Even when Peter wanted to get violent, he didn’t reach for his own weapon. He reached for the soldier's weapon. They didn’t have a weapon on them. When Judas showed up, he had an an army and a legion of soldiers that were in full battle array because that was the picture that he had given the soldiers of who Jesus was that they felt like they had to be that prepared to fight because they thought He was that vile and violent. 

Judas spent all that time with Jesus but did not know Him. That’s the only reason he shows up to a guy praying with a legion of soldiers. Did that offend Jesus? Did Jesus stop being who He was just because Judas said something about Him that wasn’t true? We have to begin to follow that same deal. It’s like “Ok, say what you’re going to say. It’s not going to stop me from serving God.” 

If you’re condescending to them and you’re talking down to them, that’s a whole different ball game. That’s your ego in operation anyway. But if it’s just like, “I ain’t bothering nobody. I’m just going to do me. You go ahead and take care of you.” Then, what’s it matter what somebody says?

Person 7: One thing I know. What I found out through people rejecting me, there’s a healing and a grace that comes even with people rejecting you. And you can look back even years later and they will come back to you and look at you different and they’ll see you’re not even the same person you were when you got rejected. You’re a living testimony.

Pastor: I don’t know why we think we’re going to get into this thing and we’re not going to deal with some form of persecution. Thankfully, grace be unto God that we’re not having to have underground church and being martyred for our faith. 

Thanks be unto God that you live in America right now, where you still have the freedom to come and worship and express yourself in your adoration to God openly. But He told that there will still be forms of persecution and if you’re not persecuted for Me, you really aren’t living that life. 
So, there’s got to be someone somewhere who’s going to come at you for who you are. There’s going to be persecution somewhere. 

I mean, would you rather be stoned or would you rather your best friend be angry at you? Would you rather be in prison for two years and have your head chopped off like Paul or not get an invite to Thanksgiving dinner? Let’s be real, American folks. This ought to be where discipleship is thriving at its finest, and yet it’s happening in places where they’re getting their heads chopped off and getting imprisoned. 

Separate Lifestyles: The Kingdom is transacted relationally because discipleship functions through relationships. It’s impossible to disciple without developing relationships. You have to open up the door to your life because discipleship means you giving your life away. Isn’t that what Jesus did? In every way He gave His life away. 

Please capture this. One of the strongest hindrances to both building the image of God (the model) and prioritizing the relationships in our lives to center around the Kingdom, happens because we separate our lifestyles and our relationships into secular and spiritual compartments. 

Can I say that again? One of the greatest hindrances to discipleship in developing the model is 1) our personal behaviors, our personal attitudes, our personal lifestyles, and 2) the Kingdom relationships that we should be building. We live two different lives. We have this secular group of people who we hang out with (and that’s who we probably spend most of our time with Monday-Saturday), and then we have our spiritual person who comes in on Wednesday night for an hour and comes in on Sunday morning for two hours. 

And when you’re with this one over here, this is how you look. And then you can breakaway on Sunday after you shout and jump, and have cocktails and whatever else in the bar with your homies on Sunday night. It’s because you have secular and spiritual lifestyles. It’s why we’re having a hard time developing the model that’s worth following because I don’t even have consistency in my own lifestyle. I haven’t merged God into the full authority of my life.

 I don’t even understand and can’t begin to enter in to a discipling lifestyle because I haven’t developed relationships that are all in the same playing field and that’s who I spend the majority of my time with because I spend five percent of my time with my spiritual people on Sunday and Wednesday and then I spend ninety-five percent of my time with my secular people Monday-Saturday. 

Person 1: I was thinking about that with the word “profane” in the Bible. So, we have the holy and the profane. Jesus gave the parable of the guy who built his house on the rock and the guy who built his house on the sand, and in Hebrew, the word for “sand” and “secular” are the same. 

Pastor: That’s good. Profane. Perverse generation.

Person 2: Going back to what you were talking about with the three types of people in your circle of influence, Jesus said, “Don’t be unequally yoked,” which means a lot. That is dangerous if you’re spending more time with secular people than Christian people. 

When Jesus says “Don’t be unequally yoked,” you think about the cows when you gather them together and they’re all yoked up together, they have to follow one another. And whatever direction one cow goes, all of them go in that direction. So, if someone is not saved and you’re yoked up together with them, if you’re not strong enough to pull them off of that yoke, you’re going to go in the same direction as they’re going. That’s why the Bible says, “Don’t be unequally yoked.” Love them? YES! Talk to them about the Lord Jesus Christ? Yes! Give them birthday presents? Yes. Sometimes, have dinner with them and their family where they’re at? Yes. But hanging out with them constantly is you walking dangerously with someone that’s not saved.

Pastor: Saying what you said about having dinner with them every now and then and catching up and having a phone call and all, that’s an acquaintance. That’s not spending your life with someone every day. That’s not your circle of influence. They’re not going to influence you one hour out of four weeks. But when you’re spending three, four, and five hours a week with someone, that’s a whole different ball game. 

To go back to what you’re saying about the yoke, before even the possibility of a yoke breaking, the likelihood of that ever happening is almost null and void because before that happens, there’s going to be an ox dead. A neck is going to break. It’s going to get suffocated or choked out by two things going in opposite directions and trying to break away from each other. 

Person 2: Right! I had my son, thank God that he does understand, but at one point, he would say to me, “Ma, your family is the church.” And I would say, “You’re right. We’ve been yoked together by the blood of Jesus Christ.” I said, “But you’re my son.” It took him awhile to understand that, but he understands now. Before, he couldn’t understand that “I’m not going to sit with you constantly in your drinking and you doing whatever you want to do and my spirit is grieved. I’m sitting there bringing the Holy Ghost with me everywhere I go.” 

So, wherever you go, if you’re filled with the Holy Ghost/Spirit and you’re sitting in the club or you’re sitting there with your friends and they’re drinking, smoking, cussing, and doing whatever they want to do, you’re sitting there with the Holy Spirit because Jesus is with you everywhere you go once you got saved and you got filled with the Spirit of God. You’re walking with Him everywhere. 

I try my best to be conscientious about where I’m sitting at and how long I sit there. Sometimes, if you’re sitting there with someone just cussing up a storm and doing whatever, you become comfortable with it if you do it often enough. And then, they’ll start disrespecting you. They’re not really disrespecting you; they are disrespecting the Spirit of God that’s in you. And you just become comfortable with it. And that’s when you’re stepping outside of who God called you to be. Now, you're yoked up with who the enemy wants you to be. 

Pastor:  When they say something like, “Well, your family is a church family.” What’s wrong with that? Not only what’s wrong with that, but you can come too. It’s not an exclusive club. Some churches have made it that way, but you can come too. 

How many of you went to school long enough that you heard of a term called osmosis? Does anyone know what that is? It means that you rub up against something. You stay connected too long. Something starts to give itself away. You get it by being connected. 

If you get connected to the family of Christ, and to the Body of your life, then you have invited yourself into a river that flows freely and hard. And it’s going to bring a fruit from your life if you stick around it. 

Because here’s the thing: what you associate with is what you become. It’s going to happen. It’s a principle that’s sewn in the fabric of the realms, so it’s going to work that way regardless. So, if you associate yourself and you’re connected with these fools that’s who you’re going to become. If you’re associated and connected with the family, it’s who you’re going to become. It’s simple because it’s a principle that is sewn into the fabric of our being. We have to embrace that.

Person 3:  I just want to comment on what Person 2 said about when you’re around people like that. Once you get saved and you decide you’re going to dedicate your life to God and you get around people who want to party and stuff, after a while you start to feel uncomfortable. And the more you dig into God and His Word, the more you feel uncomfortable where you get to a point that you don’t want to be around them. I’m just backing up what Person 2 said is so true.

Pastor:  Yeah, I don’t know how many of you have ever dieted or cut something out of your appetite for a period of time. Maybe you quit drinking sodas for six months or something like that. When you try to have one again, it doesn’t taste the same. It ain’t got that same kind of kick. That’s what begins to happen. When you create that separation, your appetite changes. It’s a beautiful thing the way that God can hook that up.

Person 4:  I want to make a confession. (Pastor: Alright.)   (Pastor: I get scared sometimes, Person 4, I get scared sometimes [laughs]). I get scared of myself sometimes, too [laughs]. I’ve been at church since 2018. Well, I went to a party to celebrate somebody’s birthday from work. And when I was there, everybody was having a margarita. I love margaritas. They were dancing and the lights and the smoke and the people...

 Suddenly, I started thinking, “What am I doing over here? I don’t belong here.” (Pastor: That’s good Person 4, that’s good.) And I was feeling so bad that I was desperate to run away from there, and I did because I didn’t fit anymore

Pastor: That’s not embarrassing nor a confession. That’s a testimony. That’s powerful. I celebrate you for that. That’s called maturity. That’s growth. So, I’m proud of you for that, that’s amazing. 

Let me say this because I know it sounds like we are just picking on drinking and smoking. We have to be careful not to just classify sin in these little boxes. All those things are wrong. They’re adverse to what God desires for you. But at the same time, you can be around people with sour attitudes. You can be around people that have no respect for authority. They’re constantly complaining. I mean all of that is not the fruit of God. It’s not the character and nature of God. You have to be conscientious not just of behaviors but also of attitudes and spirits and beings.

Person 2:  I just want to say this. I mentioned smoking and drinking or whatever. I don’t judge people by what they do. Because God brought me to a place where I can be able to minister to people when they’re doing that. It’s not that I can’t be around you or I have to judge you because that’s your life. If I can allow God to use me to pull you up, then I will do so. Judgement is not my place. 

Pastor: Let me properly clarify. First of all, if you’re throwing yourself in a bar every night looking for an opportunity to save somebody, then we’ve got a little problem. (Person 2: Oh no, that’s not what I meant). Yeah, I believe that, 
 
But let me also say this because I don’t necessarily think you are saying it like this, but I do want to bring some Scriptural truth to the topic of judgment. We are the righteous judges of the earth. We don’t have judgement capacity to the point of condemnation. We don’t have the ability to cast somebody into hell or whatever else. But as far as holding people accountable to the Word of God, we are absolutely the judges of the earth, and it’s Scriptural. We have a responsibility. 

Now, here’s the thing. It’s different when we are dealing with an unbeliever versus a believer because we have the responsibility to be the righteous judges to those who know the truth. That’s why discipleship becomes important. We hold each other accountable. 

Now for me to go to somebody that’s living in sin who’s not a believer and trying to guide them in the way that a believer should be guided, that’s a completely different bait that you’re fishing with there. We have to be conscientious. 

But as far as with fellow man that has the revelation of the Word of God, we are the righteous judges of the earth. And to be quite honest with you, I had this conversation in the car today. At some point, some of us have to start functioning that way saying, “Hey, what are you doing man? This ain’t right. You know you’re better than that. God’s bigger than that.” 

Closing Prayer:  Father, thank You so much for tonight and for the conversation. Really grateful for the conversation because it allows us to do some discipleship. We begin to talk about the Word of God where life meets and how we use it in our everyday life. So, thank You God for the conversation—for the people who were willing to share testimonies, questions, and thoughts. God, I’m grateful. I pray that there is fruit that comes out of this. I pray that they re-evaluate their circle of influence and realize, “Hey, who is my family? Who is my real family? It’s those who believe and trust and are moving forward in the Kingdom of God. That’s my family. Those are the ones I give my time to.” 

Thank You for continuing to grow and mature us in this. I believe that we’re going to have great impact in our area and beyond because we’re embracing what it means to disciple people. Father, empower these folks, to pray, to find out who you’ve chosen for them to be intentional about inviting somebody to “follow me as I follow Christ”. And, God, I just believe we’re going to see some things through this that we never could have dreamed of. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Introduction: We’ve been in this discipleship teaching this practicality stuff for quite a long time.  We began to talk last week about the importance of being set in families, being connected, and being in relationship. We were really just digging deep into the fact that discipleship really happens through relationship. In order for us to properly begin to disciple people, it cannot happen without the intentionality to begin to develop relationships with each other. 

We have to become extremely relationship-minded because the Kingdom is transacted relationally. I think I said in the last chapter that if you reflect upon your life, everything that has ever been done for you, by you, through you, with you— everything you’ve ever received, everything you’ve ever been promoted into, and whatever else has happened through a connection. It has not happened by yourself. 

Everything is transacted relationally and God implemented that from the day He said that it’s not good for man to be alone. I’ve got to make him a helper comparable to him. I’ve got to give him someone that he can be connected with because the flow out of his life cannot even happen without him being in relationship with someone else. Relationship becomes such a vital part of the Kingdom. 

And the beauty of the way God has positioned the church over 2020 is that I think we’re at such a unique and divine time where I believe that the hunger and the desire for relationship is once again being kindled because we spent so much time over the past several years being connected through social media without really being connected. In 2020, we were thrust into a situation that none of us had ever been in where we were all shut down and separated and isolated from each other. I don’t believe God just thrusted some plague upon the earth, but there’s nothing that happens in the earth that does not have God’s hand upon it. God uses everything and will not waste anything. 

I believe in the process and the context of this pandemic that we went through which separated everyone, God was using it very strategically to get us into a position and develop us for what He really wants to pour into the earth, which I think is something I believe that we don’t have a reference for. 

 I think if we want to build somewhat of an anticipation for it, it carries us back to Acts 2 where the Holy Spirit was just overwhelmingly poured out in the earth and the church just began to grow astronomically through the power of the Holy Spirit and relationship. I think that we’re back to that place. God is trying to authenticate the church again to a place of truth and the core of what it was. 

I don’t know about you but at any point in 2020, did any of you get tired of not being able to be around people? I think that God is somewhat strategically using that. You’ve heard the phrase “that absence makes the heart grow fonder?” You don’t know what you have until you lose it. That type of thing. We were so disconnected from people for so long that I think God’s like, “You know what? I’m gonna light a flame inside of them so the desire to want to be together again—to want to be in relationship begins to burn.” 

Listen, everything shut down in 2020 when we were separated from one another. Businesses shut down. It was estimated to up to like 80,000 restaurants in America closed down last year. Commerce and trade stopped. Why? Because people could not be together. Everything happens through relationship. So if we’re going to begin to move the Kingdom forward and and grow it, it will not happen until we become very relationally-driven and relationally-minded again. That must becomes a desire inside of us and to be in relationship with the right people. 

When I taught in chapter nine about who should be in your circle of influence and that everyone should be plowing in the same field headed in the same direction. We have to be in relationship with the right people. Now I’m not talking about acquaintances. Everybody’s got those—a friend you see at QT who you wave at.. But you’re not bringing them over to the house every two or three weeks. You’re not spending every third day with them. It’s the people in your circle of influence that you’re giving your life to and they’re giving their life to you that you need to be in the right relationship with the right people. Because the Kingdom is transacted relationally. Discipleship functions through relationship. It’s impossible to do this thing without developing relationships. 

The thing that we have to begin to understand, and I said this last chapter, is that we have to stop living our lives in two separate compartments both spiritually and relationally. Your Sunday life and your Tuesday life should not be separate. Your Sunday crowd and your Tuesday crowd should not be separate. They should become one in the same. 

We have to begin to evaluate ourselves and who we’re connected to, what we’re connected to, and how often we’re connected to those things to make sure that we’re beginning to build relationships in right places with right people in order to move the Kingdom forward. Let me pick up in that place and start there.

TIME: So, I know that you’ve heard this before, but how to you spell relationship? TIME. You spell relationship T-I-M-E. I made a comment last chapter that to begin to disciple and to be discipled is not an easy change. It’s a lifestyle change because it’s going to require some things from you that you generally do not believe that you have to give. 

I said that to point to this: TIME. Because most people feel like they don’t have this to give. Can I tell you that it’s been part of the subtle, deceptive strategy of the enemy to thread business into our culture because the one of the first things that we do when we feel like we don’t have enough time is we find a way to rob time from the right things. We find a way to rob time from our personal pursuit of God—from our personal devotion life. 

We also find ways to rob time from our corporate worship life. I promise you, let the heat turn up, and people quit church quickly. Let them get overtime at work. Church is gone. It’s over with. And we also begin to retract from people when we don’t feel like we have time to give. Time is one of the things we feel we don’t have the ability to give more of and yet it’s the only way you’ll begin to develop relationships. 

Now beginning to reevaluate who and what you give your time to becomes a necessary evaluation of your life because you’re not going to gain more hours in a day, so you have to begin to guide your day towards what matters. 

Have you ever heard of the Pareto Principle? The 80/20 principle? What it essentially says is that 20% of the things or the people that you give yourself to will generally give you eighty percent of your results. So then, eighty percent of the people give you twenty percent of your results. You think about that in the context of church. Generally speaking, within a church on average, twenty percent of your church body has been the volunteers who have given you eighty percent of the work. We have a little bit better number here at Rejuvenate Church. I’m proud of that. We’re probably more like 40%. If you look at the successful companies, you’ll find often that eighty percent of the profit, revenue, production, etc. happens through twenty percent of the people. When you begin to understand that, you know that I’ve only got a set amount of time (we all have 7 days a week, 24 hours in a day). I can’t make another hour or another dayI

What we cannot continue to do is expect the Kingdom to grow and keep giving it the same time we’ve been giving it. We can’t do it. You’re not going to walk in on Sunday morning and because you shout a little louder a little bit longer, the Kingdom will grow. If we add one more song, the Kingdom’s not going to grow. If I preach fifteen minutes shorter or fifteen minutes longer, the Kingdom’s not going to grow. 

The Kingdom’s only going to grow when we begin to appropriate our time as to what’s going to be effective and we begin to change what we give our lives to in order to see a different result. The truth  is that we’ve been investing our lives with people who we may have common likes with, but we don’t have a common spirit with them. If you understand the way that spirit realms work, there has to be agreement in the spirit for something to manifest. 

It’s the whole concept of prayer. It’s why God is trying to communicate a will from heaven, and He’s looking for someone on earth that will simply say “Yes” and “Amen.” It’s also why He’s looking for us to communicate back with heaven and His response be “Yes” and “Amen” because He’s looking for an agreement of spirit. 

It’s why when you need a hit, you’re looking for a dealer. It’s why when you’re looking to run around on your wife, you’re looking for somebody else who is. Because there’s got to be an agreement of spirit in order for something to manifest. 

So, we’re trying to push and trying to strive the Kingdom forward without having an agreement in spirit because we keep continuing to give our lives to things that aren’t Kingdom. We invest the majority of who we are and the majority of our time in things that aren’t Kingdom—secular things—expecting a spiritual growth. 

 We have to go back and begin to reevaluate our time because time is what it takes to begin to build relationships. And here’s what’s interesting to know: the Bible teaches us where one can put 1,000 to flight, two can put 10,000 to flight. two doesn’t add. The Kingdom doesn’t work the way the world does. The Kingdom multiplies. There’s already a multiplication anointing built into the seed of the spirit. So when I put two together, I’m not getting 2,000. I’m getting 10,000. I’m getting something that doesn’t even make sense. Let me begin to realize that there’s already a multiplication seed of the Kingdom built into a time capsule that if I just connect with people who have an agreeing spirit, we begin to multiply something at a greater, accelerating rate than if I’m just giving myself every now and then to this or I’m hanging out with people who do not have an agreeing seed. 

I’ve got to begin to give my time to change my time. Relationship is spelled time. The most beneficial and productive thing that you can ever give your time and yourself to is the Kingdom. The Kingdom is what established every other principle in the world. 

When you go and check on your stock investments tonight to see how the stock market did while you were working today, the same principle that guides and grows the stock market got its way from the Kingdom. The only reason you know how to invest in the earth is because there’s an investment principle in the Kingdom. 

The Kingdom becomes the most productive thing that we can ever invest in. Why in the world do we have such a multiplication rate and such a return on our investment available to us and yet we don’t invest in it? We ATTEND it. We don’t INVEST in it. Most folks come to church to be blessed and not to bless. The Kingdom has a guaranteed rate of return of investment. There’s never been a loss in the Kingdom. Even when the world thought the Kingdom lost, it was still winning. So Jesus asked His disciples to follow Him. He didn’t ask them to follow Him once. He asked them to follow Him every day for the remainder of His time on the earth and spiritually, for eternity. He didn’t ask them to follow Him for one day. He said, “I want your time from now to eternity. And not only do I want your time. I’m going to give you mine. I’m committing My time from now through the remainder of eternity in order for us to begin to move the Kingdom forward.”  

Jesus both asked and expected them to be with Him daily. And He not only expected their time commitment, but He understood that it would require His, too. This wasn’t just about “Let’s just do some miracles.” He knew this was going to cost Him His life. He had  to pay with His life every single day. 

Selling Off Everything: If you go to Acts 2:40-47, it says, “And with many other words, he testified and exhorted them saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” Then those who gladly received his word were baptized. And that day about 3,000 souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly…” If you go and break that word down, to continue steadfastly means that they were interactively with. It means to continue to do something with intense effort with the possible implication that there might be difficulty but in spite of that. To devote oneself. To keep oneself. To persist on. 

Let’s go a little bit further. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and the fellowship…” Well, there the word fellowship is again. Now I’ve got to be continuing steadfastly. That means to be interactively with. And now I’m being reminded again that I’ve got to be with people. I’ve got to be in fellowship. The word “fellowship” is the Greek word “koinonia” and it means spiritual community or partnership. So twice within a sentence, we’ve been told that we’ve got to be with others. We’ll keep going. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and the fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul and many signs and wonders had been done through the apostles. Now all who believed were what? “Together.” That’s the third time. 

And then it says, “And had all things in common.” That means they shared. Well, you can’t share anything if you aren’t with anyone. It says, “They were all in one accord.” The one accord is the biblical representation of that circle of influence that I was talking about three chapters ago where you’ve got everybody moving in the same direction in the same mind space, but you might be at different levels of your spiritual growth. You’ve got people who are ahead of you that you are reaching to in order to be drawn to a place you’re trying to arrive at. You’ve got people leaning on each other who are kind of running in the same space. And then you’ve got people who are below you that you are reaching down and pulling up to go with you where you’re going. So, the same plane headed in the same direction just in three different places in the process. 

But nevertheless, they were in one accord. One accord again means that everybody in your same circle is headed in the same direction plowing in the same field. One accord literally translates “same mind, same passions, same faith.” So, if I’m going to move something forward in the Kingdom, I’ve got to find people who I’m in one accord with: same mind, same passions, same faith. I can’t be having relationship with somebody I just like cars with, but we don’t know Jesus together. We love eating at Waffle House, but they don’t know anything about the Holy Spirit. 

I’ve got to quit that stuff. I’ve got to begin to give my life to people who are headed in the same place. We’ve got the same mind, same passions, and the same faith. There’s a reason that the early church sold off everything. Let me ask you rhetorically: who would really be willing to sell off everything for the body of your local church to advance the Kingdom? They sold off everything. The idea is that the possessions represent everything that prioritized our secular lifestyle. I talked about compartmentalized lifestyles: secular and spiritual. What they did was sell off everything that essentially created that compartment of a secular lifestyle. They sold off everything that was a part of creating compartmentalization so that they could be in one accord with the local church body. It was an elimination of things that kept them from being together. That’s part of the whole selling off. It eliminated the very things that kept them from being with God and kept them from being together—the things that consumed their time! 

They sold off the things that created division. They sold off the things that created comparison. They sold off the things that took time away from being with each other. Interestingly enough, when Jesus was approached by the rich, young ruler, he said: “Sell off everything.” He said, “It’s not good enough that you’ve just kept the commandments and heard the Word. You’ve got to live the life. Sell off everything.” 

It’s the things in your life that you’re married to that keep you from Him and keep you from the Body. I’ll just be honest with y’all. This is why we struggle and have a hard time embracing the Bible: we live in a very lavish culture. We really want for nothing. Here’s the thing: even if you can’t afford it with cash, you’ll go find a credit card. You’ll find something to create a secular lifestyle. You’ll find something to keep you up with the Jones. You’ll find something to show off. You’ll find something that occupies your lust. Lust doesn’t just mean sex with the opposite sex. Lust can be anything that entices you away from the truth of God. 

We are surrounded and married to the lusts of our life that have absolutely nothing to do with the progress of the Kingdom. If we really looked at our lives and the things that we have in our possession, how much of that is helping you advance the Kingdom? Let’s just be honest. Because we were given provision for vision. Yet we’re wasting provision outside of vision because our vision has been in an American dream and not growing the Kingdom. But I’ve been told that now I am no longer a citizen of this nation, but I’m a citizen of a different nation. 

Now I have to begin to adopt the principles and the policies of the nation that I’m a part of. I can’t continue to live my Americanized lifestyle in the Kingdom. I know this is hard, but I’m just trying to help you. By this point, you should hopefully have a greater level of maturity so that putting your house, cars, and every shoe you own isn't necessary. At that same time, you do whatever God tells you to do, but why can’t we pursue Him to the place that even if those things are present in my life now, that I can break away from them emotionally and mentally and spiritually to realize “maybe I can have a boat as long as it’s not keeping me from the family of God. Maybe I can have a job as long as it’s not keeping me from the most important thing, which is growing the Kingdom.” The only reason that you have breath is for the Kingdom. If I remember correctly, it was the very breath out of His lungs that breathed into your lungs. It literally came out of the King into kings. 

Then, why in the world is our focus not on the Kingdom? Can you imagine a king whose focus is not his kingdom? We wonder why so many things are out of order. It’s because the kings of the earth were sent to be the order of the earth and yet, we’re out of order. And I can’t expect things around me to find itself in order when I can’t even begin to order my own existence. So, there’s a reason they sold off everything. 

When did the power of the Spirit pour out? It poured out when they were together in an upper room. He wouldn’t even send it until they responded to go and gather together.

When did the church significantly grow? Acts 2 again. It happened in the context of being together. If you go back and look at what I just read, it said, “And with many other words he testified and exhorted them saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation. Then those who gladly received the message were baptized. And that day, 3,000 souls were added. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, in fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then the fear came upon every soul and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together.” 

If you skip down a couple of verses, it says, “...and the Lord added to the church daily.” The Holy Spirit poured out, and the church grew by being together. We have to grow, and I’m not just talking numerically; I’m talking about depth. 

Remember, God looks at the inside before He looks at the outside. He wants to see sons in His likeness. He doesn’t want to see a room full of illegitimates. He doesn’t want to see people who have the appearance of Him but no father. We’ve got to grow up in depth. You cannot grow in depth in the Kingdom without being together. You will not grow in the depth of who you are without accountability in your life—someone there praying with you and encouraging you and calling you upwards  because God said, “You can’t even be Adam without Eve.” So, there’s not one of us who has the ability to be whoever we think we are or are going to be without someone else in the Kingdom. 

Remember, Eve wasn’t outside of the Kingdom. She was inside it. The only time that their production was ever done with adversity was outside of the garden, not inside it. That’s when they had to sweat and toil just to try and make something happen.

Living Sacrifices: You’ve got to be very intentional about being together because discipleship becomes the idea of not just being together, but giving the life you have away. 

Go to Romans 12 really quickly. Paul says, “I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you present your bodies a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

Let me talk you through this for a minute. I’m going to skip to the second verse before I go back to the first. If God had not intended for you to give your life away, why in the world are you having to transform away from the world and renew your mind so that you may prove what is the will of God? You don’t have to prove the will of God to God. He knows what His will is. I don’t think He’s confused about what He wants. 

Now that I’m not conformed to the world, I’m stepping outside of the framework of people who I have generally been in relationship with to engage myself in relationships with people who can move the Kingdom forward. We can grow off of one another and disciple each other so that I may be transformed by the renewing of my mind because my mind has been dilapidated and confused and broken through the education it's gotten through the world’s system. 

I’ve got to be renewed and transformed in my mind so that I can prove to the world what His will is. What’s the purpose of that? Because if you back up to Romans 12:1, it says, “I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you present your bodies a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 

Let me stop here because God doesn’t need your body in heaven. Where does God need your body? On the earth. “Present your bodies a living sacrifice.” Present the thing that becomes the Spirit’s access and permission in the earth. My physical body is what gives the Spirit permission in the earth. It’s what gives the unseen the opportunity to function in the seen. It says present yourself as a living sacrifice to God. Think about a sacrifice. It was presented on an altar to God. Was it not? That flesh, that body was killed and put on an altar and offered TO God but it was not FOR God; it was FOR man. Every sacrifice has been TO God but FOR man. The sacrifice of atonement until you arrive at the place of Jesus was given to God, but it was for the redemption of man. So He says, “I need you to present your body as a living sacrifice TO Me but FOR them.” 

Service literally translates as “ministry.” It becomes your ministry. Remember in Ephesians 4:11 where it says He’s given some to be apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangelists. Why? For the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry. 

Everybody has been called into the ministry because the ministry begins to happen not on a Sunday morning at a church but to the Body (the people) outside of here everyday. Not secular and spiritual, but all spiritual. So now, I’m presenting myself to God as a living sacrifice TO God FOR the people holy and acceptable to God. Why? Why do I have to be holy? Because if I’m not holy, I don’t represent Him. I’m not effective for people if I’m not holy.

 In the Old Testament, they kept laying a sacrifice upon an altar. They would give the most spotless lamb that they could give, but it still wasn’t enough because it wasn’t holy. It wasn’t what the Forever Lamb would be. And so there had to be a Holy Lamb that could come and be sacrificed so that the Holy Lamb would be the image of God. 

Listen, we can’t run around anymore and be this facade church. We can’t be fake. We can’t be heaven on Sunday and hell on Monday. I’m not just talking about moving from worshiping to clubbing. I’m talking about that deceptive thing that has begun to work itself into the church to be embraced as being acceptable and okay. Those gray area things. We shouldn’t float on the lines of gray area. We ought to definitely define what is God and what is holy!

I had a conversation with a couple of pastors a while back. It’s been really sexy in church culture for the last 10 years for one of the core value words to be “authentic.” I said, “I’m really tired of hearing churches use “authentic” or “authenticity” as a core value word to simply mean that “we’re real.” What we mean by “we’re real” is that we’re not ashamed to show you our sin. 

So “I’m authentic” because I’m not going to hide my sin. I’m going to be blatant with it. I’m going to make you feel comfortable about coming here because I’m not going to create a boundary of conviction by my lifestyle.
 
But can I tell you that that type of authentic is absolutely not authentic at all because you can’t take the spirit of the age (the devil) and call it “real” and just digress from the Spirit of God. The only authentic thing is the image and the Spirit of God because it’s where it all begins. If I'm really going to be authentic, let me find out what it means: Original. Real. The true thing. So, what is the true thing? The image and the likeness of a holy God. 

So, in the 21st century, if you’re going to be an authentic church, then you better be the image of God, and you better quit putting things out there that have the appearance of evil. Abstain from even the appearance of evil! I can’t disciple people when there is gray area about “Mmm, I don’t know if that’s God or if it ain’t. Well, just roll with it. We’ll find out.” Yeah, you go ahead and find out.

 I’m going to be honest with yall: I would rather be on the upside of right and have no question. One of the reasons I embraced the Spirit of God is because I got tired of running from my guilt. I got tired of running away from my past. So, I ain’t trying to skate around it any more. I want to find out who I really can be. I want to find out who the authentic Jason really is. Who is the one He created when He knew me before I was shaped in my mother’s womb! I want to know the Jason that He was thinking about in all eternity past until He knew the day on November 4th, 1978 that He meant for this authentic thing to be born. I want to know that Jason. 

We’ve got to present something authentic. But let’s make sure our authenticity is not redefined by the spirit of the enemy and then culturally appropriated with church language. I’m so frustrated and tired of seeing people who misrepresent God. Present yourself a living sacrifice to God as your reasonable sacrifice. The idea is the sacrifice is to God but for somebody else, so the idea is that we continually present ourselves to God to be used in His service in the ministration of people. 

The method of discipleship begins to take shape through the opening of your life to really find out what’s in a person or something. My daughter recently potentially fractured her ankle. She’s had to miss a little bit of school. One of the things that she missed yesterday was a dissection in science because she had to sit out and do virtual learning. She was really looking forward to that. 

To really find out what’s in something, you have to cut it open. The problem I think we have in time investment that creates deeper relationships is rooted in one thing. The closer you become to someone, the deeper the cut is, which means you have to open up more. But the more that's opened up, the more they find out what’s really on the inside. 

At some point, we have to give ourselves to being a living sacrifice that’s acceptable to God—no longer ashamed of what they might find when they cut me open. So, a true method of discipleship begins to take place through opening your life up—through being available and vulnerable. And when I use the word vulnerable, I’m not talking about you letting them see your sin and now you’ve kind of got an inside secret so y’all can sin together. 

Vulnerability is a lot of things. It means that you’re not afraid to invite them into every context of your life because you don’t have any part of it hidden. So, I’m not afraid to show them my marriage. I’m not afraid to show them my work space. I’m not afraid to show them my home life. I’m not afraid to show them my thought life. I’m not afraid to show them my podcast. 

It also means that I’m not afraid to show them where I have been hurt or where I have sinned because you want to show them where you’ve gone from it. I’ll be honest. I’m not afraid to tell people what I used to do. I’m not going to celebrate it and just say, “Ah, man, this was incredible.” But I’m not afraid to tell you where I was at because my God, if you would’ve seen me then to who I am now, to God be the glory. It requires the ability to be vulnerable. You have to be willing to open your life up to people. You have to make your pursuit of God public. 

When Jesus walked up to 12 men and said, “Follow Me”, they couldn’t hide from anybody—certainly not from each other. They didn’t have jets, planes, or trains. They were with each other every day. The quickest way you could get away was on a horse, camel, or donkey. The horse did most of the work. The donkey carried most of the people. How far is a donkey really going to take you? They were literally with each other every moment. It was a very public lifestyle, not just amongst them, but they had nowhere to hide from people. 

Jesus said, “The Son of Man has no place to lay His head. I don’t even have a house to go to. I’ve made the world my home. My life is on observance for everybody.” What if we became that transparent in the church? I really think that becomes the part of the core of some real discipleship beginning to happen when I’m willing to say, “You know what, man? My life is a fish bowl to the world.” You have to be public. You have to be accessible. When Jesus gave an invitation to follow and they accepted, there was nothing hidden or private about that everyday walk. They saw what He did in every situation. That became discipleship. They saw Him live His faith in the context of everyday walks of life. I need you to grasp this because you’ve been asking “how” you disciple, and I’m telling you. They observed what He did in every context of life. You’ve got to open yourself up and be vulnerable and then maintain the credibility through spiritual integrity and still have positive influence. 

Paul said in charging Timothy in 2 Timothy 4, to preach the Word in season and out of season. Now, it did have a context to what Paul was talking about with Timothy, but I begin to look at how I believe it principally applies to this situation here. And what He’s essentially saying and what God’s telling us through it is that we have to be ready to be the Word in season and out of season. We have to be ready for our lives to preach without opening our mouths. We have to be ready for our lives to speak through observation in season and out of season, which means I have to make my life public. To be ready literally means to be present, to set up, and to stand upon. If you understand that, then you realize that to be ready means that something can stand upon me at all times. I’m both present and firm. Isn’t that what was taught in the parable about a house built upon a rock? The one built upon the sand when the waves and the winds came fell, but the one built upon the rock stood. 

So, now, we have Paul saying to Timothy, “Be ready. Be present. Be willing to have something stand upon your life. You can’t do it when it’s convenient.” Because he does say “in season,” which means in an opportune and convenient time. But he also says “out of season” which means in an inopportune, inconvenient, and unseasonable time. This means God has just told us that we don’t have a day off and there’s no retirement plan in the Kingdom. You have to be ready to put your life on public display when it’s not convenient, which means the compartments of your life that you have not let anyone in before—every facet of your life that you once hid—you have to now let people observe. To preach the Word. To be the living Word. In season and out of season. And the only way I’m able to do that is by opening up my life and making my relationships in the Kingdom and connecting with people in the Kingdom everyday with vulnerability and building those strong relationships internally. 

This verse applies so well in the context of discipleship because you have to open your life up and be ready to be a Christ-example in every phase of your life regardless of when it is. Because here’s what you don’t know—you don’t have the authority to gauge opportunity. You don’t create opportunity. God does. And what you don’t realize is that we’ve been really conditioned to look for our opportunities, so we prep when we see our opportunities coming, but God said, “Your life and the walk that you make public becomes somebody else’s opportunity, and you don’t know when that opportunity is available to them, and so I need you to be ready, to be firm, and to preach the Word with your lifestyle when you don’t think there’s an opportunity and when you do. When you don’t think there’s an opportunity, somebody else is looking at you.” 

The one thing you have to begin to learn about the way God creates opportunities is that you’ll never get the same one twice—and an opportunity is only available during its lifetime. So, I have to be ready in season and out of season because the truth is every moment is an opportunity to show Christ. We have to be willing to be this type of people for the Kingdom. 

I’ve told you before that I’m sorry that you chose to be at Rejuvenate Church or reading this book because now you become responsible for the revelation that you have. You become accountable for what God has revealed to you. My job was to deliver the seed. 

Much of the rejection of discipleship that people have had other than being afraid of the model that they were presenting has been about what to say and do. I believe the model was probably the number one problem because people have been ashamed to say ‘follow me’ because they really weren’t following to begin with. Can I answer the question of what I should say and do? The model is both what to do and what to say, and the time spent is how you say it. When I say the model, I mean your life. There has to be a pattern that’s established for something else to be shaped by. There had to be an image before there was a reproduction of that image and that likeness. There had to be a model, pattern, and mold. 

He said, “Be fruitful and multiply” to that mold. To bring some review, there has to be the model. Somebody’s got to be willing to be the model. In order for Jesus to step up and say, “Follow Me” with authority and boldness is because He had a model worth following. Paul, to be able to say “Follow me as I follow Christ,” is because he had a model of following Christ that he was bold enough to share it with somebody else.

Then we ask, “What do I say and what do I do?” because we think we need the right words to preach out of our mouths when the right words to preach are with our lives. The model becomes both what to do and what to say, and if you’re not spending time with people, then you don’t have an opportunity to say it. The Bible says that they won’t know you by your words; they’ll know you by your fruit. 

I don’t know an apple tree’s fruit in February. I have to remain with it through June. And an apple tree doesn’t have to grow a mouth and tell me in February that it’s an apple tree because if I remain with it and it remains with me, then I’ll find out come spring what it is. Its model will be both what to do and what to say, and the time I spend with it will be how it says it. You might not like it, but I’m unlocking the Kingdom for you. The model is both what to do and what to say, and the time spent is how to say it. Because much of discipleship is not having something to teach, but time spent together in the observation of character. You’re not going to disciple somebody in one coffee talk. You’re going to have to have forty of them. Again, they observed Jesus in every stream of living and pursued God while doing it. They saw His prayer life. They saw Him being led by the Spirit. They saw that the Word was foundational in His life. They saw how He loved and walked in integrity. They saw the fact that He responded to and was led by the Father. They saw the relationship He had with the Father. They literally watched Him display every one of these things simply by observation of being with Him. There’s a reason why He spent a matter of hours dying, and three years developing. Because the dying mattered for heaven. The developing mattered for earth. 

He said, “I’ve got to build the model. They can’t really do the dying anyway. They just got to be the model. So, I‘ve got to spend an ordinate amount of time developing the model.” And the only way the model was developed is because if you go back to Genesis 1, if we can say it like this, Adam and Eve were preached at...you know, “I’ve given you all this. Be the image. Don’t touch this tree.” They were preached at, but they struggled because they did not stay connected to the model. They did not know how to be the image in the absence of being with the model. 

What’s received simply by observation and connection becomes more transformational and developmental than set teaching moments. They learned more by what they observed than what they heard. The truth is what they heard only came to life because of what they observed. If you look at Jesus’s teachings with His disciples, rarely was it a set, prepped teaching moment. It was opportunities taken from the arrival at life’s moments and cultural scenes and scenarios, such as Him walking up on a fig tree that’s not properly prepared to produce in the right season and curse it. Or watching Him pray over and over again and then coming to Him and say, “Hey, teach us how to pray.” Watching Him cast out a devil, and then trying to do it themselves and failing. Then, they took him to the side and asked,, “Why couldn’t we do that?” The transformation, the development, and the things that really begin to make impact came from the everyday context of life. 

If you go to Mark 4, here’s what’s said in verse 9-11: “And He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear. But when He was alone…”He had just finished preaching to the multitudes, so alone with who? Some around Him and the 12 disciples—that’s discipleship, right? Not preaching. “And when He was alone, the 12 asked Him about the parable.” 

In other words, “See, I heard what you preached on Sunday. But let me get with you one Tuesday so that I can really find out how it applies to my days. Oh, I heard what you said, but tell me what you mean. I don’t just want to hear. I want understanding.” The Bible says that in everything, you can get wisdom, but get understanding. So, let me understand how this becomes a part of my life. Let’s get closer. Let’s get real about this thing and have a conversation. 

“And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God, but to those who are on the outside, all things come in parables.” Uh oh. If you’re on the inside—if you’re part of the everyday, let’s get close crowd—the rubbing life against each other crowd—you’re going to reveal the mysteries of the Kingdom. You’re going to go to another place. 

Let’s go a little further in that Scripture and go to verses 33-34: “And with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it. But without a parable, He did not speak to them. And when they were alone….” Who was the “they” who were alone? The disciples. He explained all things to His disciples. There’s something about that discipleship thing. It’s a little bit different than just going to church. There’s something about starting to rub a little bit closer and get deeper connected. Let’s have some deeper conversations. I know you didn’t have time during that thirty-minute sermon you were preaching, but let’s talk about it Thursday night at a men’s leadership group. Let me get with the one or two that God’s been connecting me with to have a discipling relationship. Let’s talk it out a little bit. Let’s observe how this begins to apply in our life. You see the difference in the mass congregation and the disciples. They went to another place. They were taught in the mass, but they went deeper afterwards with Jesus to gain understanding in life’s context. And He not only taught them through life, but He invited them to model the behavior themselves. 

He created opportunities. He gathered the disciples and then He sent them out by two. He said, “You go preach. You go heal the sick. You go cast out devils.” Isn’t that what He did? They came back all jacked up like, “My God, we watched what you did, and we tried it too!” He said, “Don’t even be excited about that. That ought to be everyday life for you. Be excited that your name is written in the Kingdom.” 

Man, you just ought to get used to doing this. This is what happens when you start to disciple. Y’all won’t be mesmerized by it. This becomes Kingdom life when you start to walk in the mystery of the Kingdom, getting closer to the presence of God, growing together and the gifts begin to flow. This is normal. 

And we wonder why some things haven’t been normal. We wonder why some manifestations and some gifts haven’t been normal. We wonder why there’s only momentary healings and deliverances. It’s because we aren’t discipling anyone. We don’t have anybody who knows what it looks like to speak to something with authority. We have nobody who knows what it looks like to press into the presence of God. And not just be able to press into God in some articulate way with a loud voice, but it’s the character of the person that attaches to the character of God that has the authority to cast something out. 

He invited them into it, saying, “You go preach to them.” When the 5,000 were hungry, He invited His disciples into the opportunity of what they learned, saying “You feed them.” What are you going to do when I’m gone?” Right discipleship displays what to do and then charges somebody to go do it as well. 

One of the things that I tell folks I’m working with is to “Just get around. Just come up here and hang out. Just get around the everyday context of my life.” Because the truth is if you want me to drum up some impressive principled teaching for a thirty-minute coffee conversation that’s going to transform your life, I ain’t got it. 

Come up and hang out with me. I tell them, “I may not even have something planned for you to do. I might not even be able to give you my direct attention. But just be around because you’re going to catch more by watching how I engage people, how I deal with situations, how I press into God, how I study, how I talk with the team, or whatever it may be. Just watch and observe.” Watch and observe somebody’s character in the everyday context of life, and begin to draw from that.

You need to invite people into where you’re at every day. If Tuesday is your Applebee’s night, you need to invite three or four to be with you. We’ve got to begin to learn to be together (TIME) because so much more is transmitted by observation than just teaching moments. It’s the observation of what happens with God-like character in the everyday functionality of life. Just get around and learn how to observe situations. 

Discipleship Is: From all of this teaching, I’ve developed a formal definition of what discipleship is. This is Jason’s definition. I wrote this. Now, it’s wordy, but just follow me. Discipleship is not just information (contrary to most 2021 church theology). Discipleship is not just information; it’s impartation that only comes through relation resulting in transformation by application. He said, “Don’t just be hearers of the Word. Be doers of the Word.” 

Person 1: One thing that just came up in my mind and I’m sure you’ve heard it is “it’s not taught, it’s caught.” And you can teach all day, but there are things that when you’re around other people, you catch. I’ve heard it and heard it, but your teaching is just bringing some more revelation out of what I need.

Pastor: I think back to the upper room. There wasn’t anybody just hammering out preaching. They were waiting on the presence of God. They had to be around it. They had to be together in the presence of God to receive it. Then, something imparted, and they had to apply it. 

Person 1: But then again, you look at it this way. Some people have taught that impartation comes from the pastor only. Sometimes that gets us all confused. Impartation comes from each one of us. This is what you’re talking about. This is just really good teaching. (Pastor: I can only impart what I got). Exactly. And we each have a part. You know, by the whole joint supplies. And if we don’t give our part, then we’re holding back the blood flow. 

Pastor: Can you imagine what would really happen if we got this? And not just “got it,” but we lived it. Can you really imagine? I can because I feel like that’s what God’s wanting to happen. But somebody’s got to sell out to this thing. From all of this teaching, the one thing I can’t give you is commitment to do it. But it is literally the thing that will literally cause 12 chapters of revelation to come to life. We’ve just got to have somebody that’s got some buy in—somebody who’s willing to do it and become that person.

Person 2: Didn’t Jesus say, “Freely you have received, freely give.” But you said earlier that we can only give from the amount that we receive from God, but that takes time too. Time is also energy and investment, so the question I have is what happens when you spend a whole lot of time and investment and don’t get the return?

Pastor: Well, the result is never my responsibility nor my concern. It’s my seed. That’s all. I’ve only been given seed. And going back to what you said, there is time to grow. The truth of the matter is that none of us will ever reach full maturity here. Not until we enter into an eternal place where we’re eternally perfected. 

We live our lives maturing, or we should. But the thing that I don’t ever want anybody to miss— like when I’m teaching the whole model of everybody heading in the same direction with three different types of people at three locations—is that the moment that you begin as a young believer who’s saved and bought in and pursuing Kingdom life— I don’t ever think that there’s ever an opportune time to reach back and pull somebody with you.

 If that would’ve been the case, I don’t know if the disciples would have begun to serve immediately. But Jesus began to use them and give them influence rather quickly—not preaching, but serving, being exposed, and functioning under His ministry. I think that in order for us to really become the right model, it’s almost like this conveyor belt that just keeps this cycle going so somebody hops on and grabs someone else. I’m grabbing onto somebody higher than me and lower than me and we’re just riding this thing and it keeps functioning that way.

Person 3: So let me ask you, Pastor, is discipleship something that’s continuous? 

Pastor: Yeah, it’s continuous. Colossians teaches us that we are to present everybody fully mature, but I don’t think that we all reach the place of absolute maturity, so I think it’s continuous. Now, I think that the model that Jesus created about “who do I begin to build discipling relationships with” is in the Bible where Jesus went up on the mountain to pray and seek the Father about who the Father had chosen for him, and then from there went down and selected the 12. 

So, we don’t have to be Spirit-led per say to build relationships, but we do have to be Spirit-led about the people who He really wants us to engage with in discipling relationships. Because let’s say every seat in this ministry is full (200-300 seats). You’re not going to be able to be in discipling relationships with everybody, but you should be in relationship with mostly everyone. The thing that I always want to emphasize is we’re not just discipling, but that we’re being discipled because you can’t be a leader without first being a follower. Good leadership is from good followship. I told you in chapter eight that the biggest sinking ship in the church is followship. So, we’ve got to follow.

Person 3: Maybe that is the reason why when God created time in the beginning of time when He created mankind, it was two-fold. Before He said, “Create in My image,” He said, “I will create them in OUR image.” Was He already establishing the whole relationship and discipleship in saying “our”?

Pastor: God is one God functioning in three parts: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The way I like to explain that is if you have water, that's H2O. That’s its components. That’s what it’s made of. You won’t ever change it. 

But when you apply cold to water, it becomes a solid (ice) like Jesus, right? Different element, different temperatures, and different settings means it becomes a solid. If  you flip it, and apply some heat or some fire, it becomes a steam or a gas, like the Holy Spirit. It’s all still water. 

It’s just functioning in various components according to the environment and use. So, yes, I think they were all present within one, but I think part of what He displayed in that was the unification of togetherness and functioning together. 

It’s all still God, so don’t lose me in this. You’ve got to go out there in your mind. But God Himself as far as maintaining this overarching, creative, bigger-than-anything being couldn’t fit in a manger. He had to use another way—a relationship. He had to use Jesus. And that same Jesus can’t in His physical form find some way to jump through your throat and make it into your spirit. 

So, there had to be a relationship there that had to be expressed by that component (Holy Spirit) that’s expressed through relationship. Do you see what we miss when we’re not connecting? Because I can’t be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all by myself. Not to say that I’m God, but I’m saying there’s something about my life that has to maintain its form in this capacity, but another person in the Body has a different form in his capacity. 

In the same way, you need relationship to get God in His function, Jesus in His function, and Holy Spirit in His function. Guys, it’s not just you and God. It’s not just you and your relationship with God. You’re on a continuum of time that’s a part of eternity and you're just a blip on the radar. God has used you and picked you in this season to continue to carry the Kingdom out, but it’s not just you. Don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought. You’re a part of something much bigger than you are. Humble yourself, scooter, and realize “I just gotta play my role.” 

Closing Prayer: God, we’re so thankful for Your Word and Your revelation. I thank you for a body of people who although they may still be chewing on Your teaching, they’re still eating it. I just pray that they chew on it, and it becomes something very powerful on the inside of them to the point  we live this out.

 I don’t have control over any other church.. I don’t have that control and that authority. But God, I’m praying that the local church will get this thing right—that we’ll disciple—and we’ll change a generation and change everything that You’ve given us entrance and access to because we’re trying to do it the way you desire it. We’re trying to raise people up and make disciples that we were commissioned to do. 

God, I just thank You for these people and their willingness to receive it. And I just pray for Your blessing, Your grace, and Your influence in their lives. Even right now they’re praying and seeking who they’re to be in discipling relationships with. I pray they’ll take the initiative to give themselves to it. I pray that they evaluate their time, looking at who and what they’re giving their time to, and that we begin to sell off some things for the Kingdom of God. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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