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“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
Matthew 11:15 (KJV)
Foreword 
When I was asked to read a book about love and relationships, I was less than enthused.  This topic is being discussed so often, with so few tangible solutions that I just didn’t want to listen in, read about, or participate in any more discussions about the topic.
Although Bo is a good friend, I didn’t know what to expect from his book either.  Let me just say, I am now honored to have read his work and be a part of his literary journey.  There are so many writers but very few authors with a message.  Steven “Bo” Beaudoin, Jr., has a message.  Or, rather, he allows the message of God to flow through him and onto paper.  
viii
       |   Foreword

vii
This is not your typical “how-to-get-a-man, understand-your-woman,” type of book. This book goes into the true heart of the matter…your heart.  Bo uses spiritual and 
biblical wisdom to remind us to love ourselves, to be people of character, to participate in the courting process, and to bring our best selves to relationships.
With the guidance of a brother, the love of a father, the humor of a best friend, and the wisdom of an elder, Bo gives us a new view on love and relationships.  Through his work he reminds us of the beauty of love and the sacredness of marriage.  So many love and relationships books focus on finding the right person but in “If You Have Ears… True Love. Real Relationships.” you will find ways to become the best person for a relationship.  And no, you don’t have to pursue perfection, in yourself or in another, nor should you.  You have to be willing to invest in yourself and your relationship.  
Foreword  | ix
If you have been searching for an answer to love then I encourage you to make time and read this book and take heed to the insight it provides.  It is truly a gift from Bo, to 
you, with a wish that you will experience the same type of “hand-holding, special ringtone having,” type of love he and his wife Jackie now share.
I wish you the best love of your life,
Natasha Munson
www.sisterlessons.com

Natasha is the Author of Life Lessons for My Sisters: How to Make Wise Choices and Live a Life you Love!; Spiritual Lessons for My Sisters: How to Get Over The Drama and Live Your Best Life!; and Love Lessons for My Sisters: How to Find and Keep All The Love You Deserve!  
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Introduction
 have been told that writing a book on Love and Relationships is a huge risk. Apparently, by doing so I may be exposing myself, my past, and my family to greater scrutiny and potentially even ridicule. That’s major. So to keep me from wimping out and hiding like I’ve done so many years, God actually tricked me into writing this book. 
     You see, I didn’t set out to ‘write a book’, I simply responded to the questions and comments from hundreds of my friends on Facebook and Twitter. After countless open 
discussions and private email conversations concerning just about every aspect of Love and Relationships I simply recorded what God gave me to offer them. Then I compiled some of that content and published it here, in the second book of the “If You Have Ears…” series “True Love. Real Relationships”. 
	Personally, I just don’t know how it’s even possible to have a healthy lifelong relationship without faith.


     To be clear there are couple things I need to point out right away. First, I think you need to know that this book and any insight I might be able to provide are all for people of faith. Personally, I just don’t know how it’s even possible to have a healthy, lifelong relationship without faith. What do those people base their relationships upon? 
Relationships are difficult enough all on their own, but to have a relationship that has no template, model, or ultimate goal and direction seems impossible to me. It would be like coaching a team in a game with no rules. I just don’t see how that works out in the long term. I just don’t see how anyone could win playing that game.
Maybe that’s you. Maybe you are not a person of faith and you have your own rules for relationships. If that is indeed who you are, I can safely say this book is probably not for you and that’s ok. Maybe there is something here for you, maybe there isn’t. Either way, I wish you the best with that whole no faith thing; good luck with that.
     As for everyone else, if you’re looking for new perspectives to sort out longstanding questions and issues that have plagued relationships for years, you’re in the right place. This is the right place, this is the right book, and this is the right time… but only if you have ears. 
xii
       |   Introduction

Introduction | xiii











We can change schools, change jobs, change neighborhoods, and change cities. But no matter how hard we try, we just can't get away from the fact that if we were a better person we would be attracting healthier people and we would have better relationships; plain and simple.
[bookmark: _Toc204333693][bookmark: _Toc204079853][bookmark: _Toc204171586][bookmark: _Toc204171931]







3  

[bookmark: _Toc204079859][bookmark: _Toc204171591][bookmark: _Toc204179565][bookmark: _Toc204333694][bookmark: _Toc204942868]
Steven Beaudoin Jr.
2
 |   



Relationship Rule #1 

Your relationships ARE a reflection of you.
F

irst, it must be understood that the purpose of that statement is neither to imply nor suggest that your spouse or your friends are a reflection of you. Although that may be the case in some instances… you know the whole “birds of a feather” thing. Anyway, that’s not what this is about. The purpose of this statement is to definitively establish that the 'state', 'condition' and/or 'health' of your 
relationships are indeed a reflection of you.
	YOU are ultimately responsible for your own experience in any adult relationship.


Ultimately, your relationships are actually a reflection of your own spiritual, emotional, and psychological maturity. It is a reflection of your true self-worth and self esteem, or lack thereof. It is a reflection of the current state of your communication and negotiation skills. Your relationships are a reflection of your level of humility and overall understanding of the dynamics of life and faith. Based on this truth you can no longer blame others for the current state of your relationships.
 Further, it must be clearly understood that YOU are ultimately responsible for your own experiences in any adult relationship. The truth is that all long term relationships will eventually settle into the emotional, psychological, and relational state that is most familiar to you. That doesn't mean that it moves to the state that you 'like' the most, but it does definitely move toward the level that your current maturity, interpersonal skills, and personality are most prepared and able to support.
There's a reason why 'every' relationship and 'every' situation ends up the same way. The only thing that is the same about every relationship you’ve had is you. To have better relationships you must develop greater spiritual, emotional, and psychological maturity as well as better communication and interpersonal skills.
The first step in becoming more emotionally and spiritually mature is to accept full responsibility for your part in each failed relationship and your part in the success of any future relationships. You must also decide to take responsibility for the things that are dysfunctional in your current relationships.
The second step is to stop blaming the other person for acting and treating you in ways that you have allowed, accepted, and even come to expect. People simply cannot treat you in a way that you refuse to accept; Period. I repeat; Your experience in every relationship is your own responsibility. To have better relationships you must accept that fact and decide to act accordingly.
Third, you must take both ownership and charge of your own life and happiness. Only people who are not making conscious decisions stay indefinitely in relationships that are not healthy. This step does not absolve you of the responsibility to try to resolve issues and work through problems. 
But step #3 does insist that at some point a decision has to be made about what you will do about any unhealthy situations and relationships. This is the point at which your relationship truly becomes a reflection of your own psychological and emotional state. If you accept it, it's a reflection of you. Remember birds of a feather? You attract who you are.
Look, this is not rocket science. You can tell a great deal about a person by looking at their home. Walk into anyone's home and you can see what's important to them and what is not. If you pay attention you can learn a lot about them and the decisions they've made as well as how they might be 'wired'. 
Look around, they could be busy bodies, laid back, clean freaks, family oriented, a slob, a bachelor, entrepreneurial, love of the outdoors, a romantic reader, health/fitness oriented, a technophile, have devout religious beliefs, maternal, professional, etc. What they choose to have in their homes is a strong indicator of the type of person they might be.
How can we decipher so much from just looking around? Because people's homes are a reflection of them and so are their relationships. Take a close look at someone's relationships and you can decipher much about them too. I'm just saying in case you 
haven’t gotten it yet, your relationships ARE a reflection of you. When you change, your relationships will change. When you improve and mature, your relationships will do the same. But if you're not mentally, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually prepared to have healthy relationships, you won't.
If the relationships you’re in right now are not healthy, it’s safe to say you’re not ready. I recommend that you invest some time and money in the resources, training, seminars, counseling, coaching, CDs, and books you need to become stronger emotionally and spiritually. You may also need to focus on developing some very practical life, communication and interpersonal skills as well. 
I’m just saying, this is no time for playing games, this is real life and your relationships are obviously very important to you, so do something about it.




Relationship Rule #1 – Take Two

	
 Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	


 Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.





Comment from:   DB
If you attract who you are, then what of those strong, spiritual, intelligent people who attract the weak? Often the weak are attracted to what they lack. People who have great means of spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealth are often the prey of parasites. You don't have to be a liar, cheater, tax evader, or be ignorant to attract
people with those traits.


My reply to:   DB
Hey sir, excellent question,
The old adage about "opposites attract" is just as true now as ever. But so is the old adage that states “Birds of a feather flock together.” Both are true and applicable here. In the phrase we attract who we are, the word "attract" is the operative. We can proactively “attract” by pulling, calling, coercing, and/or inviting. But we can also passively “attract” by showing, exposing, presenting, allowing, and/or ignoring.
     In the context of my statements, spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealth are completely irrelevant. Why? Because a person can have all of those things and still view themselves as weak, unworthy, and out of place. In that way, ‘who you are’ is defined by how you think and how you view yourself and not defined by what you might ‘have’.  It is true that ‘weak’ people are actually drawn to power, but it is equally true that they will only stay if a weakness is available to exploit.
     Think of parasites. They are drawn to life and vitality. However, if they can’t find a way in or a way to latch on, they will move on. Ultimately the weak need a weakness to thrive on. And for most of the people who fancy themselves as spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealthy, their weakness is usually either pride or low self-esteem. Both of which are great options for the liar, cheater, tax evader, and/or ignorant person to exploit. If no issues or weaknesses are found to exploit they will move on.
     But, I digress; ultimately the true nature of my comment was about romantic relationships and not general human/business interaction. My comments really apply directly to romantic relationships and only indirectly to the relationships you’ve described. 
Hope that helps my friend.

Comment from:   DB
It does. Thank you for the clarity. I'll keep that in mind. But everyone has a weakness, especially romantically (usually). Is this to say everyone is weak, but is possibly crippled if they themselves don't acknowledge it, improve upon it, or guard that weakness?


My reply to:   DB
It is important to make the clear distinction here between what you want, like, and need vs. how you see yourself and who you are. Typically a romantic "weakness" is about what you ‘like’ and not who you ‘are’.
     When I say your relationships are a reflection of you, in romantic relationships it means that we attract people who treat us how we truly believe we should be treated. If we treat ourselves with disrespect we will be disrespected. If we are ashamed of ourselves people around us will feed into that. If we don't love and value ourselves then the people who are attracted to us won't love and value us either. And so on and so on.
     In the end, it’s our own character flaws that keep attracting flawed characters.


Comment from:   DB
Understood. But, here is the thing brother Bo, while I understand what you meant, often a lot of people I talk to who use statements like those just assume the birds of the feather idea, it’s a very common statement. It seems that very few actually think it out as far as you have. 
     Often when I hear that statement, it goes no further in thought than "if you're a liar you attract liars" Do you think that can be an irresponsible assumption or do you think it's true more often than not?




My reply to:   DB
DB, I appreciate your persistence and desire to understand. And to be clear, I'm not saying I'm right. I'm just sharing my own understanding and perspective at this point. So we're good my friend, really. No worries.
      As for your question, "If you're a liar you attract liars. Do you think that can be an irresponsible assumption or do you think it's true more often than not?" Can that be irresponsible? Most certainly that can be irresponsible.
     A better question might be, is it true? And it most certainly can be true. Most of us get caught up on semantics. Don’t. The truth in the assumption, "If you're a liar you attract liars" is this… if you are a liar, then the people who will be most comfortable staying around you, being with you, and developing a relationship with you will be people who are ok with the lying. e.g., So just because your business partner is a liar doesn't make you a liar. However, the longer you are business partners the more suspect your own veracity will become.
     Almost every "generalization" is based on at least some modicum of truth, even if the real intent gets lost in the translation. The key here is not to focus on defending the lie by trying to disprove the assumption. 
     Another example is, "If you play with fire you will get burned." Maybe not the first or second time, but experience has shown if you keep playing with it you will eventually get burned. These types of statements are fundamentally about an ultimate truth and not a situational declaration. Often our situations may differ, but that's certainly no reason to continue playing with fire. 


Comment from:   TS
yes, yes, yes, oh my gosh… I’m working on modifying my behavior now... but sometimes the issue is not a “flaw”... I’m told that I am very generous, compassionate and sympathetic. Those are not flaws. However, I fail to recognize the flawed characters until it's too late and they’ve taken advantage of me. But the character flaws that I do possess… boy… do I attract them with those! Men and women alike... and that’s what I’m working on thanks for the truth.



My reply to:   TS
Hey sis, 
It takes wisdom and clarity to reflect on our own actions as you have done. Good for you sis. This is the only way we can truly grow. We grow by first changing our own minds and then changing our own behavior. 
     But be careful with the whole "I’m told that I am very generous, and compassionate and sympathetic, those are not flaws" thing. Those things may not be flaws themselves but they often are clues that we might be overcompensating to mask other flaws. 
     For example: Generous, compassionate, and sympathetic are wonderful traits to have but only if you are in charge of them and they are not in charge of you. If the "need" to be these things, or to be perceived AS these things causes you to be distracted from your purpose, plan, mission, or vision then the pursuit of this ‘reputation’ is a problem.
     Remember sis, following Christ is not about being good or doing good. Following Christ is about working to fulfill God's purpose in and for your life. The fact is that some of us are just too "good" to be Godly. It’s all about God's will vs. our will. We have to be careful that we aren't putting God's will on hold so we can do things that make us feel ‘good.’
     Jesus said that poor will be with us forever, meaning we have to be able to set Kingdom priorities and execute for the greater good. I'm not saying that's not you sis. I just want people reading your statement to think this through. Just because something is a "good" thing to do doesn't mean it is Godly. Remember, our faith is much less about what we do than why we do it.
     If some of us are honest with ourselves the reason we are so compassionate, generous, and sympathetic is because we like the attention it brings to us and we like being seen as the hero/shero. In that case, among others, these things can be considered evidence of other more serious flaws. Just wanted to be clear. Thanks for listening.


Comment from:   CM
Hey!!! Brother Bo, 
I agree & disagree, two fold statement. Yes, we all have some type of flaw. It can be a good thing or a bad thing, but at the same time opposites do attract. I strongly believe that people are put on or cross our path for a PURPOSE AND HIS REASON. Where you’re strong I may be weak, where I'm strong you may be weak, and it goes on. The main thing is when the LORD has brought something to our attention then we correct it. 
Yes, we are each other’s helpers, supposedly. It really would be a better world if we were. I don't put anyone down because we ALL have some type of issues or flaws. And it’s usually the ones who seem to think they have it all together that are the main ones with the deep flaws and issues. I'm glad I’m not of those who think I got it all together. I NEED THE LORD’S HELP EVERYDAY!! Amen and have a blessed day.


My reply to:   CM
Sis, for me the bottom line is that the people we attract are attracted to who we are. Whether it's opposites vs. same is only a matter of perspective. Either way we can't get away from the fact that if we were a different person we would be attracting different  people; plain and simple.
     And in my opinion sis, everyone that comes across our path is not sent by God. Some of the folks we encounter are actually sent by the enemy, while many of the others are just random encounters as a result of our own free will. 
     I don't believe God's will is revealed in 'who' we meet so much as it is in 'how' we treat whomever we might meet. But, back to the subject at hand... Our personality, decisions, and flaws all have gravity. If the people that stay in our orbit are flawed it's because they are attracted to the flaws in us.




Comment from:   LT
I live my life to help others and do for others. I try to be a better person and not live in the negative because I am a giving and soft hearted person. But still, in my path, I do on ocassions attract people who use and abuse my nature. I have done all you just listed just recently to get away from and delete such people out of my life. But still I am scared the same story will repeat itself...

My reply to:   LT
Thanks for your transparency, but you must recognize that ‘what we do' is not ‘who we are'. We can do all the ‘right’ things and still not be our best self. We all should invest the time needed to figure out who we really are... understanding it has little to do with what we do and much more to do with why we do it.
    I hear the same story from so many people, both men AND women, about how their kindness, generosity, and compassion are taken advantage of over and over again. It seems these same people always end up with the same kind of creeps. They inherently know that something has to change so, like you, they start changing a bunch of outward things while never really addressing what it is about them that makes them such an easy target.
     When I coach people in your situation the very first thing they have to be willing to do is be brutally honest with themselves. Then we have to get them to take responsibility for what is going on in their life. We have to accept that who we 'are' attracts certain kinds of people and we simply can not afford to confuse what we do with who we are.
     Ultimately, sis, a lot of the people that deal with similar circumstances to yours have issues of low self-esteem, guilt, and/or a prevailing sense of being unworthy of love. Often these issues run very deep and people
usually try to compensate for these feelings by doing things that make them feel like people love them and appreciate them. They often go way out of their way to incur favor with people and to be seen as giving and kind. The responses they get from people while bending over backwards make them feel better about themselves. Even though what they are doing is 'good' it is only masking a much deeper problem.
     Now, I don't know you or your situation at all, so I may be completely off base. But sis, if any of that sounds familiar you might want to consider some coaching or counseling options to help you identify and deal with these issues.






	



Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	
Do you believe your relationships are a reflection of you?  Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you believe you attract who you are?  Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there anything in your life like a belief, an attitude, an assumption, or a habit that might be attracting the wrong kinds of people to you? What would happen if you changed some or all of those beliefs, attitudes, assumptions, or habits?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







I
A “real” man

n many of my posts and interviews I often refer to a specific category and caliber of man as a “real man”. I feel it necessary to be clear about the distinction between a man and a real man. The differences are immense, important, and are not to be underestimated. 
Over the years I have developed a full catalog of subtle nuances, philosophical distinctions, and major differences but that conversation is beyond the scope of this book. In fact that conversation could be its own standalone book.
What I want to share with you is my own definition of a “real man”. The differences between a “man” and a “real man” are many and varied but I believe the following definition most effectively sums up 
the most important difference between the two groups. 
I’m sure many people have their own definitions, but in my experience a “real man” is accountable, responsible, and present. And further, his presence inherently ensures peace, safety, love, vision, and provision for his family and all committed to his charge. A real man is evidenced not in what he has or who he is, but most accurately in how those around him are affected by him.
There's actually no way to identify a "real man" by just looking at him. To identify a "real man" you have to consider the sum total of his impact on his family, his home, his relationships, and his legacy. Like Private Investigators we have to look at the facts and the clues... The fingerprint of a real man is undeniable. Everything he touches and everyone he touches is better off because he did. The same cannot be said for just any 
“man”... only for a “real man”.





M
There are no 'good' men

y TOTD (Thought of the day) on one occasion stated the following: “There are no 'good men'. Men are just men; sometimes doing good things and sometimes doing bad things. And to the degree that their lives are submitted to God's way of doing those things, they are simply perceived as either good or bad.”
As I suspected, this statement set off a firestorm of agreements and disagreements. Eventually one of my friends asked me to define “good” as it pertained to my statement about there being ‘no good men’. This 
question was expected because I know people naturally think of themselves and the others around them as either good or bad people. I personally believe that this tendency or maybe I should say this ‘need’ to categorize people according to their actions has caused generations of Christians and their families more harm than ‘good’ – pun intended :))--.
To better understand why categorizing people as either good or bad is dangerous all we really have to do is look at ourselves. Have you ever done a bad thing? No need to answer that, I’ll answer it for you… YES! Now does the fact that you’ve done a ‘bad’ thing make you a bad person? (Shhhh, I’ve got this one too.) NO, it does not. And, conversely, if you’ve ever done a ‘good’ thing, that doesn’t make you a good person either. This is why I say there are no ‘good’ men.
Good is ultimately just a relative term. Its definition is specific to the perception and perspective of each individual. Just think about the discrepancies between what different people might call 'good' food, 'good' music, or 'good' looking. The term 'good men' is equally subjective and problematic.
The dictionary defines 'good' as a number of things, all of which leave ample room for perspective and personal interpretation. 
Webster’s definition of "good":
1) a general term of approval or commendation. 
1 a) suitable to a purpose; effective; efficient. 
1 b) producing favorable results; beneficial; salutary.
	So why are people so confused and shocked when “good people” are found doing “bad things”?


 Each of the definitions are subjective, meaning what is good to one person may or may not be to another.
 My position is that by conventional wisdom we are erroneously but categorically defined by what we “do”. On any given day that would make us either good or bad because we might do either good things or bad things. The truth is that we often do both on the same day or maybe even in the same breath. 
So why are people so confused and shocked when “good people” are found doing “bad things”? It is because we feel we need to somehow quantify a person’s goodness and then label them for future reference. Unfortunately, by doing so, we automatically and completely negate the powers of choice and salvation. Remember ‘saved’ is what we ARE, good/bad is what we DO.
Finally, the Bible does not label people good or bad so why should we? If you pay close attention to scripture the ‘good’ or ‘evil/bad’ is described as something someone can “do” or has done. Good is not described as something people in the Bible ‘are’; unless you’re talking about God. According to scripture, if a person does a “good” thing they are not called good, it is said that ‘good’ is “in them”.
Further, Romans Chapter 7 goes on to explain that both good and bad can and do coexist in a person battling for control over that person. The Apostle Paul describes it as the “sin that lives in me” vs. the “good that I would do”. Notice that in both instances Paul is careful to separate himself from the good and evil that he would or would not do. I think it equally important that we learn to do the same, not only for ourselves but more importantly for the people in our lives.
The distinction I’m trying to make, and I hope most of you will receive, is that people are neither essentially good nor bad. It is, however, a person’s ‘actions’ at any given time that are perceived or defined as either good or bad. Understanding this separation of 
action from person will liberate many people.
As Christians we can and should be willing and able to still love the person even if NOT their actions and/or lifestyle. In relationships we can and should consider ALL the fruit before we allow one mistake or ‘bad’ action to change our mind about a person. Because remember there are no ‘good’ men; At best, men are just men learning and choosing to do good things and trying really hard not to do bad things. 
I really, really, hope you get this. If you did not please do not simply push on. Go back and read this chapter as many times as you must to get this revelation. There is family restoration in this for someone. Please help us to understand Father.

(Please read Romans Chapter 7:7-25... please.)







There are no ‘good’ men–Take Two

	
Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	
Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.




Comment from:   JW
Well, what is a good Samaritan?

My reply to:   JW
Jake, hey sir, Glad you joined the conversation. Now to answer your question, the 'good' Samaritan is just a person that did something 'good'. That story is the perfect bookend for this conversation because the
irony is that the Samaritans
were enemies of the Jews and universally viewed throughout Jewish culture as "bad" people. To provoke his audience Jesus employed this term as a shock tactic because in Jesus' day the term 'good Samaritan' would have been viewed as a glaring oxymoron.
This is precisely why Jesus chose to use a Samaritan in stark contrast to the Priest and Levite in that story. Regardless of what someone's preconceived opinions were of the characters in this story, Jesus wanted the audience to understand that the Samaritan along with the Jewish Priest and Levite were all just men who at that moment chose to do good or not.
So the term 'good Samaritan' (which by the way Jesus never actually said nor is it found in Scripture but only footnotes and markers added centuries later) refers simply to a Samaritan, generally thought of as the lowest of the low, that did something good.


Comment From:   SB 
Bo - I get your argument. In a nutshell, generally that's how most people are. We vacillate between making good and bad choices...like the scripture says "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do".... 
But don't you believe that there are people who possess a greater propensity for such evil that goes beyond the pale that they are usually referred to as a 'wicked' person...a wicked king/ruler. Not because of one single act of wickedness but by possessing a nature that 'compels' them to commit far greater acts of evil than good? 
In which case they are defined for the evil that they do.. notwithstanding the fact that all sin is considered equal... If I'm not mistaken, wasn't Jezebel referred to as wicked (correct me if I'm wrong about her)...


My reply to:   SB
Glad you had a chance to consider my thoughts sis. And you know I always welcome conversations that challenge my point of view because I finally know enough to know that I really don't know much at all. :)))
Alright, here's my answer, sin and wickedness are both clearly and specifically called out as evil in scripture. But even given these acts and actions, the people are only considered ‘evil doers’. And at what point are they themselves considered 'evil' is purely subjective. How many evil acts makes a person 'evil'? 1, 100, 10K? I don't know. But, it is my understanding, that even in a life of evil doing, a person is still just a person whose made a lifetime of evil decisions. 
I base this opinion on a number of scriptures, two of which are Ephesians 6:12 and Romans 1:28-32. In Ephesians 6:12 (KJV), the Bible clearly states, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” The people here are the flesh and blood… Their actions however are the result of those people being under the control or compulsion of the evil and spiritual wickedness in high places.” In Romans 1: 28-32 (NIV), in which the Apostle Paul refers to people being “filled with” all manners of evil things. And he also states that they are “inventors of evil things” but refrains from calling the people themselves evil even thought God gave the people over to their evil desires.
But, I digress. My post is not about evil people but about these so called ‘good’ people we reject when we find out they are not perfect. Who is ‘good’ in the eyes of God? Who is upstanding and worthy? The blood of Christ has washed away the sins of many and when it does, what is left? Further Noah was hand selected by God in Genesis Ch 6 as the only “just” and “righteous” man who would, along with his family, survive the great flood. By Chapter 9 he was drunk and naked after landing the ark. Lot was considered the only man worthy of surviving the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, yet before his story is over he is drunk and sleeping with his own daughters. Is Lot a “good” man? Is Noah a “bad” man? I think neither.
My point here is that we are full of ourselves if we presume to consider ourselves “good”. We are not ‘good’; at best we are saved, washed in the blood and changed in such a way that we are now convicted when we do things that are not good. But at no point are we above or beyond the capability of doing those bad things. Salvation doesn’t make us “good” or perfect… just forgiven.
As for the Jezebel reference, I don’t know. I’m no Bible scholar, but there are plenty of them on FB and at your church who can answer that question for us.

Comment from:   SB 
Bo - First of all that Jezebel response had me in stitches... LOLOL!!!... I did not disagree with you on the premise that people are not inherently 'good' or 'evil' and that it's just a matter of people choosing to do either good or evil, which does not make them good or evil.... Also, I don't believe that anyone is perfect or that anyone is beyond redemption and transformation (through Jesus’ blood). 
I made reference to Jezebel but could have easily mentioned Hitler or Pol Pot who were considered wicked rulers each responsible for the murders of millions. I wanted your point of view on that... but as you said: how do we measure a person evil or wicked? It could range from 1 act to what some consider an act against humanity in the case of certain atrocities like genocides. 
But I will reiterate this statement of fact: no one is perfect! There are no perfect Christians either... we are all works-in-progress and those who think themselves perfect are delusional... or naive at best.

Comment from:   TD
What an awesome conversation! We need more of this, not to magnify "writers" but to "reason" together so we all go higher in God! I am COMPLETELY ecstatic that I was privileged to become a "friend" on your page Bo. I have read and re-read this note and the comments… God is awesome.

Comment from:   TR
More people need to read this. The error of deeming people good or bad as opposed to their actions has caused so many issues in our personal and professional relationships with others.









	
Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	Do you agree that there are no “good” men? Why or Why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In your mind, what makes a person “good” or “bad”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How many “bad” actions would it take for you to give up on a co-worker? A friend? A family member? A Spouse? A child? Or Yourself?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Finding true love really isn’t' “hard”. Fighting through all the misinformation is hard. Fighting through all the mental, emotional, and psychological road blocks is hard. Learning that we are our own biggest obstacle? That’s hard. 
To experience real love we have to become better people and when we do we see there’s nothing wrong with love. It's growing up that’s tough...that part is always a fight. We have to fight our flesh, fight temptation, and fight all of these bush-league relationship images, opinions, and "experts". 
There's always more to learn and more to conquer about ourselves. But the way to true love is through, up, and over your own "stuff". We must get over ourselves in order to truly experience love…this is God's design.







[[NEWS FLASH]] SCIENTISTS DISCOVER TRUE LOVE MOLECULE
I

 read an article recently that reported several world renowned scientists and chemists have unlocked the actual molecular structure of TRUE LOVE. Based on the widely reported findings, TRUE LOVE is apparently a naturally occurring chemical. They have isolated and identified the structure of the TRUE LOVE molecule and to their bewilderment SMART and PERFECT were not present as even trace elements of the compound.

When TRUE LOVE was broken down to its most fundamental building blocks they found Patience, Kindness, Encouragement, Humility, Compassion, Forgiveness, Long suffering, Joy, Protection, Trust, Hope, and Perseverance. Astonished by the absence of SMART and PERFECT they conducted a battery of extensive and ever more specific laboratory tests only to further confirm beyond a shadow of scientific doubt that SMART and PERFECT were NOT required to have or show TRUE LOVE for someone.
Their findings seem to indicate that someone can indeed do something DUMB and/or make a MISTAKE but STILL TRULY LOVE the person affected most by their actions. WOW! In fact, while conducting further experiments they discovered that if DUMB and MISTAKE are accidentally inserted into the TRUE LOVE formula that the TRUE LOVE molecule often finds a way to actually get STRONGER. This phenomenon seems inexplicable and further testing is required to better understand this apparent paradox.
 However, it appears from all follow up testing that DUMB and MISTAKE do have some very tangible negative impact on TRUE LOVE apparently evidenced by diminishing the element of Trust. But even so, somehow in ways they have yet to explain, even this response is counteracted by the combined long term affect of other key elements of TRUE LOVE like Forgiveness, Patience, and Long Suffering. 
Surprisingly the key elements of the TRUE LOVE compound actually work together over time to completely repair and restore the entire TRUE LOVE molecule, including the element of Trust; assuming DUMB and MISTAKE are not constantly added back to the formula… Simply amazing.
Scientists are so astounded by the properties of the TRUE LOVE molecule that 
they now consider it the strongest substance on earth; even stronger than Kevlar infused, diamond laced, Kiln baked SuperGlue. The report concludes by stating unequivocally that TRUE LOVE bears ALL things, believes ALL things, hopes ALL things, and endures ALL things AND, ultimately, the TRUE LOVE compound actually conquers ALL. It even possesses the innate ability to completely repair itself from the destructive effects of really dumb mistakes. Who knew?

Love IS NOT "blind". Love actually sees EVERYTHING... but still... Love is patient, kind, humble, selfless, trusting, and hopeful enough to love anyway. Don't be fooled... REAL love IS NOT “ignorant”... it's transcendent.





O
Love Jones and Ringtones

n Valentine’s Day a friend online posed a somewhat cynical question about love, or rather "real true love". She admitted that most of her closest friends were skeptical and disillusioned about love and marriage. Then she went on to note just how many of them had simply given up on "real true love". So her question was simple, given that most of her friends, both male and female, no longer believed in real true love she asked: "Does real true love exist?" 
This question was posted on her web page and there were many immediate and 
predictable responses. And as such the conversation was very one sided, but given the rate of divorce, infidelity, and domestic abuse in this country I was not surprised by how many people seem to have given up on Love altogether. However, “not surprised” does not mean “not concerned”. While following the dialogue I felt there was a disconnect between what most people call “love” and what I believe real true love really is. If you know me you know I had to reply; I just had to. That afternoon I wrote my own blog in response to her intriguing question, “Does real true love exist?”
My short answer is without a doubt, yes. 
Unfortunately that kind of real, true love is much, much more complex than we've ever been led to believe. I propose that our general and ever expanding disillusionment is a function of the microwave, MTV, Minute Rice, and "my way or the highway" mentality that we've all been brainwashed with since birth. And if it's left up to radio, TV, music videos, and/or the movies, real true love will soon be a thing of the past.
That’s my basic position on this subject, so let me preface my remaining comments and observations with these facts: (at the time that I write this)
1. I am a 43 year old male, African American/ Negro/ Black/ etc. (pick one)
2. I mostly grew up in a single parent home, but my father was always around.
3. I am a "real" Christian; but I am not a preacher or “Bible thumper”.
4. I've been married to the same beautiful, make me weak in the knees, love to hear her cell phone ringtone, and don't want to live without her woman for 20 yrs. 
And yes, my wife has her own special ringtone on my cell phone so I can readily distinguish her calls from anyone else’s.
Now, the long answer:
The most problematic obstacle to believing in “real true love” is that we've been systematically misled and deceived. I personally believe real true love does exist and it can last; I just don't believe the majority of us know what real true love is, what it feels like, or even what it might look like. And to be clear, the problem here is not with love itself; the real problem is our contaminated, commercialized, and often corrupted definition of "real true love". There's nothing at all wrong with love, but there is definitely something wrong with our skewed Hollywood-tainted perceptions of real true love. 
Does the fact that our perceptions, and thereby our expectations, completely miss the mark discredit or disqualify real, true love in any way? Wait, before you answer...
If I asked you to pick up my brother from the airport and I told you he was 5' 9", about 175 lbs, looked just like me, and would be wearing a green shirt do you think you could pick him out? But what if when you arrived you found no one to fit that description? Further, let’s say that once you had literally searched all over the airport for him but still didn't find him, you might call me to explain 
	Is it possible we just don't know what we are looking for or how to recognize it, even if we do encounter it?


that he was not at the airport at all. 
I know he’s there so I try to describe him again in more detail this time. Although discouraged you set out to look for him again, even if only half-hearted this time. As you suspected, you find no one that matches the description. Feeling frustrated, you leave…convinced that he simply wasn’t there.
True, you did not find him. But not because he wasn't there, it was because he just didn't fit the picture you drew mentally based on the description you were given. Since you've never seen him before your only point of reference was a second-hand description. Based on that incomplete, inaccurate, and completely subjective information you passed him several times but just didn't recognize him. This doesn't mean that he wasn't there and it certainly does not mean that he doesn't exist. 
The same can be said for "real true love". Just because all of our fairy tale images and cupid laced misconceptions are wrong, doesn't mean that "real true love" doesn't exist. Real true love is not dead, it’s not lost, and it’s not an illusion just because we can’t find it. Is it possible we just don't know what we are looking for or how to recognize it, even if we do encounter it? Like my brother at the airport, you could have glanced at and walked right on by real true love a dozen times and still be none the wiser.
Now here's where I might lose a few casual readers, but if you are holding out for or holding onto the possibility of real true love I pray that you will read on. 
Here's a question: Is an acorn an oak tree? Some will argue yes and others will argue no. But the truth is obvious, an acorn is not an oak tree because if it was, it too would be called an oak tree, instead of simply an acorn. That's not to say that if it was planted, watered, warmed by the sun, nurtured by the earth, and given the time and space to grow that it couldn't become one of those mighty Oak trees that seem to cover an entire lawn.
And no matter how difficult it is to imagine that a gigantic tree like that could grow out of that little acorn, it can. It can and it will when all the necessary amounts of sunlight, rain, soil nutrients, space, and time have been applied. Yes, I said time because it too is a key element. 
 But how much time? As long as it takes. There’s no shortcut, because you can't just run down to your local Home Depot and buy one of those big ole Mississippi Delta oak trees with trunks as big around as two office cubicles. There's no quick fix, drive thru, or microwave recipe for one of those majestic trees. If you want an oak  tree, one of those real oak trees with limbs as thick as oil barrels, I'm sorry but you just can't rush that and you definitely can't fake it. Yet, all is not lost because if you have the time and patience those tiny little acorns are fairly easy to come by... Will that do? 
So I'll ask again, is an acorn an oak tree? No, but it could be.
When it comes to love most people confuse the acorns with the oak tree. It's true, oak trees produce acorns and acorns produce oak trees, but I've never seen anyone climb an acorn, swing from an acorn’s branches, or sit in an acorn's shade. 
Real true love is the oak tree. Infatuation, conversely, is an acorn. Passion is also an acorn. That funny feeling you get in the pit of your stomach around the one that you love is an acorn. Getting weak in the knees is an acorn. But those things are not oak trees; they are not real true love. All of those things are emotions that can be produced by real true love. But they themselves are not the genuine article, they are only byproducts.
Don't get me wrong, I believe real true love is about getting weak in the knees, it is about your heart fluttering, and your eyes lighting up. But let’s be clear, it is also about sacrifice, commitment, growth, and change. Real true love is a gift from God designed specifically to give you the best and get the best from you. 
Real true love is as much about making you better as it is about making you weak in the knees. Unfortunately most of us have confused the acorns for the oak tree.  We've mistaken the "love jones" for real true love. We've confused "infatuation and passion" with "true love and commitment”; and therein lies the fundamental disconnect. 
To help clarify some things…
Infatuation - is that thing that keeps you on the phone and in constant contact for 48 hrs straight in the early days of a relationship. With the right kind of person, it's automatic but it will eventually fade. With the wrong kind of person it can still be automatic, but will quickly fade. Acorns.
Passion - is that thing that keeps you awake for 48 hrs straight so you can go to work all day and be with them all night. With the right kind of person this feeling is automatic, but eventually reaches steady state. With the wrong kind of person it has to be automatic, and it’s usually the only thing you have in common, which becomes painfully obvious as soon as the passion is gone. Still acorns.
 Real true love - is that thing that keeps you both up for 48 hrs straight praying to God simply trying to understand the other's point of view, their pain, and how to make the relationship work. With the right or wrong kind of person this is never automatic. It takes faith, growth, sacrifice, humility, and commitment to get here but once you do, it rarely ever fades. 
And real true love comes with extra perks… as a bonus, the longer you operate here the more you can expect the acorns of infatuation and passion to grow. This growth is a core characteristic of a healthy, mature oak tree capable of perpetually producing acorns. Long lasting infatuation and passion are the byproduct of real true love, not the source of it.
There are many times when real, true love produces those feelings of being light-headed, punch drunk, weak in the knees, butterflies in your stomach, and fluttering hearts. And when those feelings are produced by real true love they recur throughout the life of the relationship. But no matter how pleasant, these transient feelings and emotions should never be confused with the real true love that produces them. 
Early on in my own relationship I was infatuated by my wife and the passion was both immediate and automatic, but at some point everyday life set in and we had to go to work on watering, nurturing, pruning, and growing our own oak tree. Fortunately, we eventually learned that without nurturing  and working to maintain a healthy and  mature  oak tree, we would certainly run out of acorns.
For those outside the wisdom of Christ, for those who have not discovered the benefits of living “Christ-like”, the amounts of patience, degree of sacrifice, phenomenal growth, selfless humility, and constant prayer required to succeed are virtually impossible to imagine, much less embrace. As if that list of requirements wasn’t challenging enough, the mere thought of compromise and sticking with one person long enough to grow an oak tree seems, somehow, even more unthinkable.
But that’s just it, that "me" mentality, that "my way or the highway", that microwave, minute rice mindset short circuits God's plan for real true love. Further, that myopic thought process is at the very center of the fundamental problems we have with real true love. This attitude is why so many people have given up on real true love. We've been brainwashed, we’re looking for the wrong things, and we just don’t have the time, patience, or the character to build real true love. So when things start to settle in and the really challenging work begins, we quickly abandon the young oak tree in search of more acorns. 
Just think about the maturation of an oak tree. At some point in its early development it is not mature enough to produce its own acorns. In the early stages it is all the tree can do to simply support itself. Acorns come much later. So if infatuation is all you're looking for you'll always abandon the oak tree you’re building in search of someone new; maybe every couple of months or so. 
If passion is all you're looking for you'll always abandon the oak tree you’re building in search of someone new; maybe twice a year or so. 
But if real true love is what you are really looking for, all you'll ever need is that one special person that's willing, ready, and able to follow God’s plan for planting, nurturing, growing, and basking in the security and shade of your own real true love… covered in acorns.
Make no mistake, a dedicated, committed, and submitted husband or wife is indeed a gift from God. But please understand that they are designed to be the best for you and bring the best out in you. 
Please hear me, we don't "find" real true love; we actually find the acorns and then we have to go to work planting, (commitment), growing (learning), pruning (sacrifice), and nurturing (praying) our own oak tree with the attitudes and instructions God intended.
 "Real true love" does exist but it doesn't come quickly and then fade quickly; it's not easy come, easy go and it’s nothing like what we’ve seen in the movies. Instead real, true, love is cultivated, earned, and developed. This love blossoms over time and the reward is a weak in the knees, heart fluttering, eyes lit up, hand holding love that lasts. 
Look, I know I ran on, but I've got to go now. My wife, my soldier, my queen is calling... I’m sure it’s her because that's her ringtone. I know you can't hear it, but if you listen closely enough maybe you can hear me smiling? That’s the sound of more acorns 
falling from our oak tree.


	

Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	Do you believe lifelong love is real?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How have songs, movies, television, and romance novels affected your view of love?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you confident you really know what true love looks/feels like? Is it possible you’ve ever confused passion and/or infatuation with love in the past?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Love Jones and Ringtones – Take Two

	
 Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	    


	 Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.







	
	Comment from:   SC 
	Love for me was a lot of work, much pain, plenty of sacrifice, and tears. But it was a one-way street. I truly believe that with patience and perseverance, I will fall in love again - but this time I'll be watering and nurturing viable acorns that will become strong, large oak trees. Thanks for the uplifting word.
May God bless you and have an awesome Valentine's Day!  (I'm kinda jealous!)








	My reply to:   SC
Ms. Shelly, Sis I know you have to be kidding, "jealous"? LOL. It just doesn't fit you and rest assured that no one can love you like Jesus anyway. But God loves you enough to give you the desires of your heart. Just be careful to water your gift with the Word. The kind of love you are destined for will require you to constantly soak the soil in living water and always look to the Son for warmth, guidance, and light. Isn't it just cool to know that every day is Jesus' Valentine’s Day for us? Praying for Christ's best for you. 



Comment from:   CW
This is what I heard... In our quest to develop the "real", we must avoid comparing our oak with our neighbor's oak. You see, I have been in the place that many have been in. When your oak is growing, you're just happy you have one, right in your own back yard. But just then, you catch a glimpse of the "mighty" oak in your neighbor's yard and, theirs is very tall and healthy looking. Just then you stand up, take a couple of steps back and begin to compare your own oak with someone else’s. Disappointment sets in, because yours isn't as tall or as thick. In fact, you start to think that yours is rather sickly. "I wish mine was like that..." You know, I wish my love looked like that, dressed like that, talked like that, walked like that, tended my needs like that. I wish, I wish, I wish... But, I would like to wake us all with these familiar words, "Danger Will Robinson, danger!" There's a danger in measuring our "oak" by another and comparing our "oaks" with one another, this is not wise." 
II Corinthians 10:12. So then, we must be content with where our love is in its growth process; furthermore, we must understand that every "oak" requires consistent and skilled care. Men must dwell with their wife according to knowledge. I Peter 3:7. Likewise, we can assume that the converse is just as true, women dwell with your husband according to knowledge. Your oak, your love is unique and will never be just like the one in your neighbor's yard.

My reply to:   CW
Elder, sir, 
You and I are definitely on the same page. I actually had a paragraph on that very topic explained in much the same way that I removed because this one chapter was turning into a book. But I guess I must have made a mistake because you were moved to put it back. Thank you for your obedience and that word from Heaven.


Comment from:    SJ
This kind of talk makes me want to cry, see... every time I thought that it was "REAL TRUE LOVE" it blew up in my face. I always gave all that I had, unconditional love, went through pain, hurt and loneliness. But I still know that God has someone for me and me for someone. He will be a saved (for sure), true man of God, love God more than me, know how to care for a real woman of God. Because I know how to be that woman of God to the man of God that is for me, but I don't want to get into a relationship and then I’m taken for granted because I’m the one that’s doing my part. 
I've been there before and that’s a lonely place. But yes, I do think that REAL TRUE LOVE exists, I’m just waiting for God to bring it my way, because in my patience possess ye my soul. True Love? Well I’m waiting and if my life should end before that happens then I’ll never see it…




	My reply to:   SJ
You said, “True Love? Well I’m waiting and if my life should end before that happens then I’ll never see it." two things sis:
    You simply must get this revelation. Understanding what I'm about to say may be the very thing that's blocking your blessing. Ready?
1. The most important true love I've ever experienced was the love of Christ. Because there's no greater love than this, that a man would lay down his life for his friends. That's a Jesus Christ kind of love and I sincerely hope and pray that you fully embrace and experience that love. It's the revelation of that love that frees you from all bondage. That's the love that manages your heart and emotions and prepares you to experience and accept other forms of real true love. Jesus died so you would never have to live a single day without real true love.
2. I understand the pain of failed relationships, but when God presents a real man of God to you, you have to understand that he, like me, may be a work in progress and far from perfect. Here's some transparency I'm sure you weren't expecting. My wife is a few years older than I, and in many ways she had to raise a husband. Thankfully, she was patient and wise enough to see something good in me and woman of God enough to stand with me and pray that God work the bad stuff out of me. She was also humble enough to wait on God to complete His work in me. Further, she is still kind enough to actually love me in spite of me.
She saw me through God's eyes and loved me with the heart of Christ. A woman of lesser faith, strength, and resolve would have run for the hills, but not this one. The one I found and presented to God stood firm and I'm thankful.
Put your hope in Christ, your trust in God, and simply love people for who they are, and who they are not.
Ever seen a "baby oak tree", you know about 4 or 5 feet tall? It literally has to be propped up with wires to keep it from falling over. Someone has to care enough and be patient enough to nurture it through all of those weak stages all the while knowing that if the wind blows hard enough the tree will certainly fall over.
For that tree to survive someone has to be there to pick it up and prop it up again, and continue to do so until it's strong enough to stand on its own. My wife did that for me.
When a real man of God finds you, I pray that you are also patient, humble, strong, and woman of God enough to walk through the initial trials with him and press on to the reward. God loves you enough to give you the desires of your heart. But that’s not a specific man so much as it is a specific type of man. So when you get him, think, pray, fast, and fight the good fight before giving him back.
Love ya sis, and believing God’s very best for you. Just be sure that when God gives you the man he has for you that you don’t panic and give him back. 
Any man that truly loves God and loves you should be worth fighting for, even if he's a little jacked up like me.




	Comment from:   SC
Bo, your transparency puts everything you've said in an even clearer perspective. I really do understand better now that the main thing is the love that both people have for Christ and that they keep that FIRST on the list, no matter what. Also, they realize that BOTH are a work in progress and are willing to pray, cry, be patient, pray some more and love a lot while the little oak takes root.
And I've heard that a mature oak tree has roots that extend for MILES down into the earth, so a strong, healthy oak has some deep roots, mainly because it had to search for water during tough, dry seasons. (Hallelujah!)
Yes... I really do get it. I'm waiting on Jesus (and Mr. Right!) while serving, loving and trusting in Him. I pray that when he crosses my path (if he hasn't already), I won't be so quick to pass him over because I'm not willing to do the work required in raising a healthy oak tree.  Wow.

	Comment from:   RM
Good! Good! Now had I known this a few years ago LOL... but we all have to learn one way or the other. Like my mom says "love is a choice", you choose to love even when there aren't any "acorns" present. Very good BLOG. This needs to be in a book somewhere.
I wonder tho... what if there are few acorns, but you see potential for a good solid oak?



My reply to:   RM
RM, sir, here's the rub. A full grown oak always produces an abundance of acorns; it's inherent. That’s just what full grown oak trees do.
     But new relationships are never full grown oak trees; it takes many years, many prayers, many tears, and much work to achieve. That's why new relationships that rely entirely on the acorns never last. At some point you run out of acorns and you have to get busy growing your tree. But when your tree finally does get mature enough to start to producing, it never stops.
I applaud you for looking beyond the acorns in search of the roots.



	Comment from:   NW
Well said Bo,
I am a hopeless romantic so I always believe in true love. Sometimes I have doubts but I am still holding on. I believe that when God is ready He'll send whoever he wants in my life.


My reply to:   NW
Let's change that to a “Hopeful” romantic. Because the Bible teaches us that the power of life and death are in the tongue. Let's both speak life into our relationships. Deal?
And since real true love is a gift from God, I often wonder what if real true love is already wrapped and waiting in that place that we know we ought to be? God has always been ready…
So once you're ready... Life's ready.


Comment from: SH
Okay I'm really starting to believe you are in my head listening in on my thoughts... I was just having this conversation with a Soror of mine who has become somewhat disillusioned with love and men which she doesn't understand are not one in the same. While I am currently single I do believe my acorn is out there somewhere being prepared for our oak tree... As it is often said what God has for me he has Only for me! Therefore, I believe that "true love" is when you can still love & stick it out after you come in contact with the ugly underbelly of the other person. All too often we LUST: For everything in the world: the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does (Not understanding that this desire) comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:16, 17 ~ So the man/woman who loves with a God directed love will love forever!
My mother who has been married to the same man for 30+ years says being married is a lot of work. When the first face you see every morning and the last face you see every night is their face, staying together is not by coincidence but by design. So I'm inclined to agree with you and would like to add on... If you are looking for love or if you have by God’s grace located the love of your life... Don't be so quick to settle if you are the former or too quick to throw in the towel if you are the latter. If we only have mountain experiences how will we ever know when we are having valley experiences and vice versa!
Oh yeah I think I heard you smiling & I wasn't listening that hard :-D


My reply to:   SH
30+ years? Now see, that's what I'm talking about! That's an oak tree! Why would you talk to anyone else about real true love? What a gift! If only we all had such insight and wisdom to model. The stories that tree could tell... forget ringtones and smiles I want to hear what that tree has to say.
BTW - I've said oak tree so much today I feel like Morris Day. (singing) “Oak Tree!”


Reply from:   SH
Yes Sir, I started to call them and get the exact years but I believe it is 40 years this month! They are too funny... She is convinced that his sloppiness is some sort of personal attack on her when in reality he is just messy and she wouldn't know what to do if she wasn't cleaning up behind him fussing the whole time. It works for them and they as well as me and my siblings are blessed!
You say you want to hear what that oak tree has to say... I don't know but here's a piece... When I was a little girl my mother would under no circumstances allow us to sleep in their bed. Only if you were sick and I mean reallllllllly sick would she allow that to happen. Now I must tell you they use to have a king size bed and while home from college years later I was chilling in their room right before their bed time (10 o'clock kinda people ya know) and my dad out of nowhere goes "When you get married don't ever get a king size bed!" I'm like, “Why?” and he says "Because it takes all the fun out of the sleep time... you’re too far from one another." My mom goes..."I never knew you felt that way about our bed." Now I'm not sure what the conversation was after my exit but when a new bed was purchased it was not a king and to this day they have never purchased another king size bed... and they are still together!
“Why talk to anyone else about real true love?” Because they’re my folks, so you know I didn't think they knew anything (lol) - Besides I just started growing up & I'm still learning (with my parents example) how not to get caught up on the acorns of Infatuation & Passion so that I grow an oak tree of real true love!
Oh and as long as you don't breakout into the oak tree dance u cool ~ Saw Prince in ‘04 at Phillips Area and Morris Day & the Time opened the show… what can I say they tore it up Jerome & all! Be Blessed



Comment from:   BB
Bo, I am waiting on the Lord to send Mr. Right my way because it gets lonely sometimes. But I must wait patiently on the Lord because I do not want another Mr. Wrong. My first husband did not appreciate me for who I was. I got my life in order with God when we were married. He was not saved and he treated me so wrong, nothing I did would satisfy him and he was cheating on me. 
I know God has someone for me and I am gonna be patient and wait on the Lord because God is Good… and he cares and love me.

My reply to:   BB
Hey Ms. Betty, I want you to remember this:
You are the gift. Adam was here... alone. He was lonely and isolated. He complained. He pleaded. And God gave him a gift... Eve. You, Ms. BB, are the gift in any relationship you have ever had and will ever have. You, Ms. Betty are the channel through which the love of God will enter your relationships. And as fine, smart, gifted, talented, or charming a man might be, he's never the gift. No matter what a man is, does, or becomes, based on God's design, he'll always be incomplete without his gift.
That reality is symbolized in the fact that God took part of Adam to make Eve, leaving him incomplete without her. And he will remain incomplete until the gift, you sis, are reunited with him. You, my sister, are the gift not because you are better than him, not because you are higher than him, not because you are smarter, stronger, or anything else (although you may be). It's just because God designed it that way. You are his most precious blessing and it's your presence that completes him in God's eyes.
Many relationships fail because my sisters don't recognize the significance of their spiritual roles. They don't recognize that they are the conduit for God's blessings and favor in a relationship. Because as “wifey” goes, so goes the marriage. That's why you have to be ready. That's why you have to be prepared to fill in the gaps. That's why you have to be the prayer warrior and sister soldier ready to fight for your relationship; not just physically, but spiritually as well. That's what you bring to the table… the covering, the encouragement, the anointing needed for you both to walk in your destiny. That's power sis. Just BE the gift.
Comment from:   DL
Thank you for sharing this. True love seems to be a very daunting task. However daunting and hard but well worth waiting for. I too have been PATIENTLY waiting for the LOVE of my LIFE and I know Jesus is the one. I am only human and I want to feel true love here on earth. I know there are still men out there that believe in true love and are willing to put in the work. It is so nice to see you talk about the love of your life in that manner. She is one blessed woman. We need more of you on this earth, particularly in California. :)



My reply to:   DL
Ms. Diana, more of me? Thank you sis, but I find that odd. I hear women complaining just about every day that actually there are already way too many men just like me; or at least too many like the man I used to be. Honestly sis, I see me everywhere I look. Young men with worlds of talent, potential, and charisma but infatuated with the world and its ways. These young men are good people at heart but still just, well… spiritually dumb. 
I was married at 24 years old and still very dumb at the time. It wasn't easy on my wife or my children. I was bullheaded, arrogant, and sometimes, just downright mean. But I've always loved my wife desperately even during our roughest times. She was my anchor, my rudder in uncharted waters, and the wind in my sail during flat seas.
She stuck it out when most women I have ever known would have run away, convinced and correct in their assessment that they had encountered another knucklehead. Don't get me wrong I was never abusive physically or verbally; although, in retrospect, I fear I may have been emotionally. You know, just being childish and doing everything I could to get my way and win arguments.
She waited, prayed, fasted, and loved me until I grew out of that. I'm fortunate that when she looked at me it was with the eyes of my Maker and not the eyes of her friends or family. She knew I was hers and because of that she was prepared to do what was necessary to see us through. She did and I did; we did. And I remain thankful, even now some 20 years later.
The things I write today I was not mature enough to even understand as recently as a few years ago. Humility was the most difficult lesson of all. But love conquers all. My wife’s love for me, my love for her, overpowered my attitudes and selfish desires and helped me overcome all that I was not, in hopes of what I would be.
More of me? Sis, I’m still very much a work in progress and men like me are everywhere I look. It’s women like my wife that this world needs more of sis… not me.


























	







[[Lest there be any further confusion]]
Bitterness IS NOT growth. Anger, resentment, and that “me, my, and mine” attitude does not make us better or stronger…they only serve to lock us up in a windowless cell alone with our own pain and disappointment. That’s not God. 
True spiritual growth does not shut us down or limit our ability to trust and interact with others. We are actually MORE trusting when we grow, not less. We are actually MORE courageous when we grow, not less. We are MORE responsible, more caring, and more giving when we grow, not less. If you really want more in this life you have to love, give, and appreciate MORE fam, not less. 
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Catch that Cat!

very Saturday I was there cutting Mrs. Keiter’s grass. And every Saturday like clockwork she would bring me out a glass of Lemonade and a $20 bill for my trouble. But this Saturday was a lot more trouble than usual. “Just stop chasing her!” she explained. “You’ll never catch her. She’s too fast. Just go on about your business. She’ll come back. She’s actually much too nosy to stay away.”
     I could see the white ball of fur stalking me from the corner of my eye; stealthy, sneaky, and always just out of reach. I tried on a number of occasions that day to surprise my neighbor’s new cat and grab her while she 
wasn’t paying attention. The cat would dart in front of the lawn mower or walk just behind me tripping me up whenever I reversed my course. I was distracted and cutting the grass this day took at least twice as long as usual.
     “Don’t pay her any attention at all,” Mrs. Keiter instructed. Yeah right, I thought. How could I think of anything else? The cat was in the way… underfoot… and on my mind; a definite distraction. “If you busy yourself with what you’re here to do, she’ll eventually find you.” Those instructions offered from the screened porch made little sense to me, but I complied. I buried myself in the yard work. For absent stretches that long August afternoon I forgot all about the cat until I noticed that the cat had taken up station right next to me.
     “See son, I told you if you stop trying to catch her she’d find you” is what I overheard a friendly voice singing in the background. For the rest of the day, every time I moved the cat moved and took up a new position right next to me… interesting.
     “Mrs. Keiter, you have a really strange cat,” I said.
She looked at me and squeezed her forehead into a knot, “How so?” 
“Well, as long as I was chasing the cat it ran from me, hid in trees, hid under the house, and did anything it could to not be caught. But once I got busy doing the yard work and forgot about the cat then it came up to me.” Mrs. K. smiled and explained, “That just means she’s more comfortable as your partner than your possession. It means she doesn’t want to be trapped she wants to be trusted. And she doesn’t want to be your focus, she wants to be your friend.”
     “Cats aren’t that smart,” I accidentally said out loud. 
“Well, this one is,” Mrs. K. snorted in reply. 
Embarrassed, I tried to quickly change the subject. “So, what’s her name?” I asked sheepishly. 
“I haven’t named her yet. What do you think I should name her?” she asked, sensing I was a bit uncomfortable. 
I was silent. 
“Snowball or Bunny, maybe?” she wondered aloud to break the silence. 
I thought to myself a better name might be “Lightning” or “Ghost”. But Mrs. K. kept pressing and thinking out loud. I was obviously of very little use so I kept quiet.
     She said she wanted a name that really captured the spirit of her new cat. She wanted a name that explained how the cat thought and conducted herself. She said, “I need a name that will let everyone know just what to expect when they…” her thoughts then suddenly trailed off to silence. “I’ve got it! I’ve got it! I know the perfect name for her. Her name will be ‘Love’… And if you can remember that name you should always be able to remember exactly how to treat her.”
OK, I thought. Well “Love” it is then.
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Your relationships ARE a reflection of you.
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irst, it must be understood that the purpose of that statement is neither to imply nor suggest that your spouse or your friends are a reflection of you. Although that may be the case in some instances… you know the whole “birds of a feather” thing. Anyway, that’s not what this is about. The purpose of this statement is to definitively establish that the 'state', 'condition' and/or 'health' of your 
relationships are indeed a reflection of you.
	YOU are ultimately responsible for your own experience in any adult relationship.


Ultimately, your relationships are actually a reflection of your own spiritual, emotional, and psychological maturity. It is a reflection of your true self-worth and self esteem, or lack thereof. It is a reflection of the current state of your communication and negotiation skills. Your relationships are a reflection of your level of humility and overall understanding of the dynamics of life and faith. Based on this truth you can no longer blame others for the current state of your relationships.
 Further, it must be clearly understood that YOU are ultimately responsible for your own experiences in any adult relationship. The truth is that all long term relationships will eventually settle into the emotional, psychological, and relational state that is most familiar to you. That doesn't mean that it moves to the state that you 'like' the most, but it does definitely move toward the level that your current maturity, interpersonal skills, and personality are most prepared and able to support.
There's a reason why 'every' relationship and 'every' situation ends up the same way. The only thing that is the same about every relationship you’ve had is you. To have better relationships you must develop greater spiritual, emotional, and psychological maturity as well as better communication and interpersonal skills.
The first step in becoming more emotionally and spiritually mature is to accept full responsibility for your part in each failed relationship and your part in the success of any future relationships. You must also decide to take responsibility for the things that are dysfunctional in your current relationships.
The second step is to stop blaming the other person for acting and treating you in ways that you have allowed, accepted, and even come to expect. People simply cannot treat you in a way that you refuse to accept; Period. I repeat; Your experience in every relationship is your own responsibility. To have better relationships you must accept that fact and decide to act accordingly.
Third, you must take both ownership and charge of your own life and happiness. Only people who are not making conscious decisions stay indefinitely in relationships that are not healthy. This step does not absolve you of the responsibility to try to resolve issues and work through problems. 
But step #3 does insist that at some point a decision has to be made about what you will do about any unhealthy situations and relationships. This is the point at which your relationship truly becomes a reflection of your own psychological and emotional state. If you accept it, it's a reflection of you. Remember birds of a feather? You attract who you are.
Look, this is not rocket science. You can tell a great deal about a person by looking at their home. Walk into anyone's home and you can see what's important to them and what is not. If you pay attention you can learn a lot about them and the decisions they've made as well as how they might be 'wired'. 
Look around, they could be busy bodies, laid back, clean freaks, family oriented, a slob, a bachelor, entrepreneurial, love of the outdoors, a romantic reader, health/fitness oriented, a technophile, have devout religious beliefs, maternal, professional, etc. What they choose to have in their homes is a strong indicator of the type of person they might be.
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How can we decipher so much from just looking around? Because people's homes are a reflection of them and so are their relationships. Take a close look at someone's relationships and you can decipher much about them too. I'm just saying in case you 
haven’t gotten it yet, your relationships ARE a reflection of you. When you change, your relationships will change. When you improve and mature, your relationships will do the same. But if you're not mentally, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually prepared to have healthy relationships, you won't.
If the relationships you’re in right now are not healthy, it’s safe to say you’re not ready. I recommend that you invest some time and money in the resources, training, seminars, counseling, coaching, CDs, and books you need to become stronger emotionally and spiritually. You may also need to focus on developing some very practical life, communication and interpersonal skills as well. 
I’m just saying, this is no time for playing games, this is real life and your relationships are obviously very important to you, so do something about it.
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 Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	


 Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.





Comment from:   DB
  9  

If you attract who you are, then what of those strong, spiritual, intelligent people who attract the weak? Often the weak are attracted to what they lack. People who have great means of spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealth are often the prey of parasites. You don't have to be a liar, cheater, tax evader, or be ignorant to attract
people with those traits.
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My reply to:   DB
Hey sir, excellent question,
The old adage about "opposites attract" is just as true now as ever. But so is the old adage that states “Birds of a feather flock together.” Both are true and applicable here. In the phrase we attract who we are, the word "attract" is the operative. We can proactively “attract” by pulling, calling, coercing, and/or inviting. But we can also passively “attract” by showing, exposing, presenting, allowing, and/or ignoring.
     In the context of my statements, spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealth are completely irrelevant. Why? Because a person can have all of those things and still view themselves as weak, unworthy, and out of place. In that way, ‘who you are’ is defined by how you think and how you view yourself and not defined by what you might ‘have’.  It is true that ‘weak’ people are actually drawn to power, but it is equally true that they will only stay if a weakness is available to exploit.
     Think of parasites. They are drawn to life and vitality. However, if they can’t find a way in or a way to latch on, they will move on. Ultimately the weak need a weakness to thrive on. And for most of the people who fancy themselves as spiritual, intellectual, financial, and emotional wealthy, their weakness is usually either pride or low self-esteem. Both of which are great options for the liar, cheater, tax evader, and/or ignorant person to exploit. If no issues or weaknesses are found to exploit they will move on.
     But, I digress; ultimately the true nature of my comment was about romantic relationships and not general human/business interaction. My comments really apply directly to romantic relationships and only indirectly to the relationships you’ve described. 
Hope that helps my friend.

Comment from:   DB
It does. Thank you for the clarity. I'll keep that in mind. But everyone has a weakness, especially romantically (usually). Is this to say everyone is weak, but is possibly crippled if they themselves don't acknowledge it, improve upon it, or guard that weakness?


My reply to:   DB
It is important to make the clear distinction here between what you want, like, and need vs. how you see yourself and who you are. Typically a romantic "weakness" is about what you ‘like’ and not who you ‘are’.
     When I say your relationships are a reflection of you, in romantic relationships it means that we attract people who treat us how we truly believe we should be treated. If we treat ourselves with disrespect we will be disrespected. If we are ashamed of ourselves people around us will feed into that. If we don't love and value ourselves then the people who are attracted to us won't love and value us either. And so on and so on.
     In the end, it’s our own character flaws that keep attracting flawed characters.


Comment from:   DB
Understood. But, here is the thing brother Bo, while I understand what you meant, often a lot of people I talk to who use statements like those just assume the birds of the feather idea, it’s a very common statement. It seems that very few actually think it out as far as you have. 
     Often when I hear that statement, it goes no further in thought than "if you're a liar you attract liars" Do you think that can be an irresponsible assumption or do you think it's true more often than not?




My reply to:   DB
DB, I appreciate your persistence and desire to understand. And to be clear, I'm not saying I'm right. I'm just sharing my own understanding and perspective at this point. So we're good my friend, really. No worries.
      As for your question, "If you're a liar you attract liars. Do you think that can be an irresponsible assumption or do you think it's true more often than not?" Can that be irresponsible? Most certainly that can be irresponsible.
     A better question might be, is it true? And it most certainly can be true. Most of us get caught up on semantics. Don’t. The truth in the assumption, "If you're a liar you attract liars" is this… if you are a liar, then the people who will be most comfortable staying around you, being with you, and developing a relationship with you will be people who are ok with the lying. e.g., So just because your business partner is a liar doesn't make you a liar. However, the longer you are business partners the more suspect your own veracity will become.
     Almost every "generalization" is based on at least some modicum of truth, even if the real intent gets lost in the translation. The key here is not to focus on defending the lie by trying to disprove the assumption. 
     Another example is, "If you play with fire you will get burned." Maybe not the first or second time, but experience has shown if you keep playing with it you will eventually get burned. These types of statements are fundamentally about an ultimate truth and not a situational declaration. Often our situations may differ, but that's certainly no reason to continue playing with fire. 


Comment from:   TS
yes, yes, yes, oh my gosh… I’m working on modifying my behavior now... but sometimes the issue is not a “flaw”... I’m told that I am very generous, compassionate and sympathetic. Those are not flaws. However, I fail to recognize the flawed characters until it's too late and they’ve taken advantage of me. But the character flaws that I do possess… boy… do I attract them with those! Men and women alike... and that’s what I’m working on thanks for the truth.



My reply to:   TS
Hey sis, 
It takes wisdom and clarity to reflect on our own actions as you have done. Good for you sis. This is the only way we can truly grow. We grow by first changing our own minds and then changing our own behavior. 
     But be careful with the whole "I’m told that I am very generous, and compassionate and sympathetic, those are not flaws" thing. Those things may not be flaws themselves but they often are clues that we might be overcompensating to mask other flaws. 
     For example: Generous, compassionate, and sympathetic are wonderful traits to have but only if you are in charge of them and they are not in charge of you. If the "need" to be these things, or to be perceived AS these things causes you to be distracted from your purpose, plan, mission, or vision then the pursuit of this ‘reputation’ is a problem.
     Remember sis, following Christ is not about being good or doing good. Following Christ is about working to fulfill God's purpose in and for your life. The fact is that some of us are just too "good" to be Godly. It’s all about God's will vs. our will. We have to be careful that we aren't putting God's will on hold so we can do things that make us feel ‘good.’
     Jesus said that poor will be with us forever, meaning we have to be able to set Kingdom priorities and execute for the greater good. I'm not saying that's not you sis. I just want people reading your statement to think this through. Just because something is a "good" thing to do doesn't mean it is Godly. Remember, our faith is much less about what we do than why we do it.
     If some of us are honest with ourselves the reason we are so compassionate, generous, and sympathetic is because we like the attention it brings to us and we like being seen as the hero/shero. In that case, among others, these things can be considered evidence of other more serious flaws. Just wanted to be clear. Thanks for listening.


Comment from:   CM
Hey!!! Brother Bo, 
I agree & disagree, two fold statement. Yes, we all have some type of flaw. It can be a good thing or a bad thing, but at the same time opposites do attract. I strongly believe that people are put on or cross our path for a PURPOSE AND HIS REASON. Where you’re strong I may be weak, where I'm strong you may be weak, and it goes on. The main thing is when the LORD has brought something to our attention then we correct it. 
Yes, we are each other’s helpers, supposedly. It really would be a better world if we were. I don't put anyone down because we ALL have some type of issues or flaws. And it’s usually the ones who seem to think they have it all together that are the main ones with the deep flaws and issues. I'm glad I’m not of those who think I got it all together. I NEED THE LORD’S HELP EVERYDAY!! Amen and have a blessed day.


My reply to:   CM
Sis, for me the bottom line is that the people we attract are attracted to who we are. Whether it's opposites vs. same is only a matter of perspective. Either way we can't get away from the fact that if we were a different person we would be attracting different  people; plain and simple.
     And in my opinion sis, everyone that comes across our path is not sent by God. Some of the folks we encounter are actually sent by the enemy, while many of the others are just random encounters as a result of our own free will. 
     I don't believe God's will is revealed in 'who' we meet so much as it is in 'how' we treat whomever we might meet. But, back to the subject at hand... Our personality, decisions, and flaws all have gravity. If the people that stay in our orbit are flawed it's because they are attracted to the flaws in us.




Comment from:   LT
I live my life to help others and do for others. I try to be a better person and not live in the negative because I am a giving and soft hearted person. But still, in my path, I do on ocassions attract people who use and abuse my nature. I have done all you just listed just recently to get away from and delete such people out of my life. But still I am scared the same story will repeat itself...

My reply to:   LT
Thanks for your transparency, but you must recognize that ‘what we do' is not ‘who we are'. We can do all the ‘right’ things and still not be our best self. We all should invest the time needed to figure out who we really are... understanding it has little to do with what we do and much more to do with why we do it.
    I hear the same story from so many people, both men AND women, about how their kindness, generosity, and compassion are taken advantage of over and over again. It seems these same people always end up with the same kind of creeps. They inherently know that something has to change so, like you, they start changing a bunch of outward things while never really addressing what it is about them that makes them such an easy target.
     When I coach people in your situation the very first thing they have to be willing to do is be brutally honest with themselves. Then we have to get them to take responsibility for what is going on in their life. We have to accept that who we 'are' attracts certain kinds of people and we simply can not afford to confuse what we do with who we are.
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     Ultimately, sis, a lot of the people that deal with similar circumstances to yours have issues of low self-esteem, guilt, and/or a prevailing sense of being unworthy of love. Often these issues run very deep and people
usually try to compensate for these feelings by doing things that make them feel like people love them and appreciate them. They often go way out of their way to incur favor with people and to be seen as giving and kind. The responses they get from people while bending over backwards make them feel better about themselves. Even though what they are doing is 'good' it is only masking a much deeper problem.
     Now, I don't know you or your situation at all, so I may be completely off base. But sis, if any of that sounds familiar you might want to consider some coaching or counseling options to help you identify and deal with these issues.
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Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	
Do you believe your relationships are a reflection of you?  Why or why not?
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Do you believe you attract who you are?  Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there anything in your life like a belief, an attitude, an assumption, or a habit that might be attracting the wrong kinds of people to you? What would happen if you changed some or all of those beliefs, attitudes, assumptions, or habits?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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A “real” man

n many of my posts and interviews I often refer to a specific category and caliber of man as a “real man”. I feel it necessary to be clear about the distinction between a man and a real man. The differences are immense, important, and are not to be underestimated. 
Over the years I have developed a full catalog of subtle nuances, philosophical distinctions, and major differences but that conversation is beyond the scope of this book. In fact that conversation could be its own standalone book.
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What I want to share with you is my own definition of a “real man”. The differences between a “man” and a “real man” are many and varied but I believe the following definition most effectively sums up 
the most important difference between the two groups. 
I’m sure many people have their own definitions, but in my experience a “real man” is accountable, responsible, and present. And further, his presence inherently ensures peace, safety, love, vision, and provision for his family and all committed to his charge. A real man is evidenced not in what he has or who he is, but most accurately in how those around him are affected by him.
There's actually no way to identify a "real man" by just looking at him. To identify a "real man" you have to consider the sum total of his impact on his family, his home, his relationships, and his legacy. Like Private Investigators we have to look at the facts and the clues... The fingerprint of a real man is undeniable. Everything he touches and everyone he touches is better off because he did. The same cannot be said for just any 
“man”... only for a “real man”.
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[bookmark: _Toc302376519]There are no 'good' men

y TOTD (Thought of the day) on one occasion stated the following: “There are no 'good men'. Men are just men; sometimes doing good things and sometimes doing bad things. And to the degree that their lives are submitted to God's way of doing those things, they are simply perceived as either good or bad.”
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As I suspected, this statement set off a firestorm of agreements and disagreements. Eventually one of my friends asked me to define “good” as it pertained to my statement about there being ‘no good men’. This 
question was expected because I know people naturally think of themselves and the others around them as either good or bad people. I personally believe that this tendency or maybe I should say this ‘need’ to categorize people according to their actions has caused generations of Christians and their families more harm than ‘good’ – pun intended :))--.
To better understand why categorizing people as either good or bad is dangerous all we really have to do is look at ourselves. Have you ever done a bad thing? No need to answer that, I’ll answer it for you… YES! Now does the fact that you’ve done a ‘bad’ thing make you a bad person? (Shhhh, I’ve got this one too.) NO, it does not. And, conversely, if you’ve ever done a ‘good’ thing, that doesn’t make you a good person either. This is why I say there are no ‘good’ men.
Good is ultimately just a relative term. Its definition is specific to the perception and perspective of each individual. Just think about the discrepancies between what different people might call 'good' food, 'good' music, or 'good' looking. The term 'good men' is equally subjective and problematic.
The dictionary defines 'good' as a number of things, all of which leave ample room for perspective and personal interpretation. 
Webster’s definition of "good":
1) a general term of approval or commendation. 
1 a) suitable to a purpose; effective; efficient. 
1 b) producing favorable results; beneficial; salutary.
	So why are people so confused and shocked when “good people” are found doing “bad things”?


 Each of the definitions are subjective, meaning what is good to one person may or may not be to another.
 My position is that by conventional wisdom we are erroneously but categorically defined by what we “do”. On any given day that would make us either good or bad because we might do either good things or bad things. The truth is that we often do both on the same day or maybe even in the same breath. 
So why are people so confused and shocked when “good people” are found doing “bad things”? It is because we feel we need to somehow quantify a person’s goodness and then label them for future reference. Unfortunately, by doing so, we automatically and completely negate the powers of choice and salvation. Remember ‘saved’ is what we ARE, good/bad is what we DO.
Finally, the Bible does not label people good or bad so why should we? If you pay close attention to scripture the ‘good’ or ‘evil/bad’ is described as something someone can “do” or has done. Good is not described as something people in the Bible ‘are’; unless you’re talking about God. According to scripture, if a person does a “good” thing they are not called good, it is said that ‘good’ is “in them”.
Further, Romans Chapter 7 goes on to explain that both good and bad can and do coexist in a person battling for control over that person. The Apostle Paul describes it as the “sin that lives in me” vs. the “good that I would do”. Notice that in both instances Paul is careful to separate himself from the good and evil that he would or would not do. I think it equally important that we learn to do the same, not only for ourselves but more importantly for the people in our lives.
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The distinction I’m trying to make, and I hope most of you will receive, is that people are neither essentially good nor bad. It is, however, a person’s ‘actions’ at any given time that are perceived or defined as either good or bad. Understanding this separation of 
action from person will liberate many people.
As Christians we can and should be willing and able to still love the person even if NOT their actions and/or lifestyle. In relationships we can and should consider ALL the fruit before we allow one mistake or ‘bad’ action to change our mind about a person. Because remember there are no ‘good’ men; At best, men are just men learning and choosing to do good things and trying really hard not to do bad things. 
I really, really, hope you get this. If you did not please do not simply push on. Go back and read this chapter as many times as you must to get this revelation. There is family restoration in this for someone. Please help us to understand Father.

(Please read Romans Chapter 7:7-25... please.)
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Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	
Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.




Comment from:   JW
Well, what is a good Samaritan?

My reply to:   JW
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Jake, hey sir, Glad you joined the conversation. Now to answer your question, the 'good' Samaritan is just a person that did something 'good'. That story is the perfect bookend for this conversation because the
irony is that the Samaritans
were enemies of the Jews and universally viewed throughout Jewish culture as "bad" people. To provoke his audience Jesus employed this term as a shock tactic because in Jesus' day the term 'good Samaritan' would have been viewed as a glaring oxymoron.
This is precisely why Jesus chose to use a Samaritan in stark contrast to the Priest and Levite in that story. Regardless of what someone's preconceived opinions were of the characters in this story, Jesus wanted the audience to understand that the Samaritan along with the Jewish Priest and Levite were all just men who at that moment chose to do good or not.
So the term 'good Samaritan' (which by the way Jesus never actually said nor is it found in Scripture but only footnotes and markers added centuries later) refers simply to a Samaritan, generally thought of as the lowest of the low, that did something good.


Comment From:   SB 
Bo - I get your argument. In a nutshell, generally that's how most people are. We vacillate between making good and bad choices...like the scripture says "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do".... 
But don't you believe that there are people who possess a greater propensity for such evil that goes beyond the pale that they are usually referred to as a 'wicked' person...a wicked king/ruler. Not because of one single act of wickedness but by possessing a nature that 'compels' them to commit far greater acts of evil than good? 
In which case they are defined for the evil that they do.. notwithstanding the fact that all sin is considered equal... If I'm not mistaken, wasn't Jezebel referred to as wicked (correct me if I'm wrong about her)...


My reply to:   SB
Glad you had a chance to consider my thoughts sis. And you know I always welcome conversations that challenge my point of view because I finally know enough to know that I really don't know much at all. :)))
Alright, here's my answer, sin and wickedness are both clearly and specifically called out as evil in scripture. But even given these acts and actions, the people are only considered ‘evil doers’. And at what point are they themselves considered 'evil' is purely subjective. How many evil acts makes a person 'evil'? 1, 100, 10K? I don't know. But, it is my understanding, that even in a life of evil doing, a person is still just a person whose made a lifetime of evil decisions. 
I base this opinion on a number of scriptures, two of which are Ephesians 6:12 and Romans 1:28-32. In Ephesians 6:12 (KJV), the Bible clearly states, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” The people here are the flesh and blood… Their actions however are the result of those people being under the control or compulsion of the evil and spiritual wickedness in high places.” In Romans 1: 28-32 (NIV), in which the Apostle Paul refers to people being “filled with” all manners of evil things. And he also states that they are “inventors of evil things” but refrains from calling the people themselves evil even thought God gave the people over to their evil desires.
But, I digress. My post is not about evil people but about these so called ‘good’ people we reject when we find out they are not perfect. Who is ‘good’ in the eyes of God? Who is upstanding and worthy? The blood of Christ has washed away the sins of many and when it does, what is left? Further Noah was hand selected by God in Genesis Ch 6 as the only “just” and “righteous” man who would, along with his family, survive the great flood. By Chapter 9 he was drunk and naked after landing the ark. Lot was considered the only man worthy of surviving the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, yet before his story is over he is drunk and sleeping with his own daughters. Is Lot a “good” man? Is Noah a “bad” man? I think neither.
My point here is that we are full of ourselves if we presume to consider ourselves “good”. We are not ‘good’; at best we are saved, washed in the blood and changed in such a way that we are now convicted when we do things that are not good. But at no point are we above or beyond the capability of doing those bad things. Salvation doesn’t make us “good” or perfect… just forgiven.
As for the Jezebel reference, I don’t know. I’m no Bible scholar, but there are plenty of them on FB and at your church who can answer that question for us.

Comment from:   SB 
Bo - First of all that Jezebel response had me in stitches... LOLOL!!!... I did not disagree with you on the premise that people are not inherently 'good' or 'evil' and that it's just a matter of people choosing to do either good or evil, which does not make them good or evil.... Also, I don't believe that anyone is perfect or that anyone is beyond redemption and transformation (through Jesus’ blood). 
I made reference to Jezebel but could have easily mentioned Hitler or Pol Pot who were considered wicked rulers each responsible for the murders of millions. I wanted your point of view on that... but as you said: how do we measure a person evil or wicked? It could range from 1 act to what some consider an act against humanity in the case of certain atrocities like genocides. 
But I will reiterate this statement of fact: no one is perfect! There are no perfect Christians either... we are all works-in-progress and those who think themselves perfect are delusional... or naive at best.

Comment from:   TD
What an awesome conversation! We need more of this, not to magnify "writers" but to "reason" together so we all go higher in God! I am COMPLETELY ecstatic that I was privileged to become a "friend" on your page Bo. I have read and re-read this note and the comments… God is awesome.

Comment from:   TR
More people need to read this. The error of deeming people good or bad as opposed to their actions has caused so many issues in our personal and professional relationships with others.
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Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	[bookmark: _Toc267203044]Do you agree that there are no “good” men? Why or Why not?
[bookmark: _Toc267203045]____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc267203046]In your mind, what makes a person “good” or “bad”?
[bookmark: _Toc267203047]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc267203048]How many “bad” actions would it take for you to give up on a co-worker? A friend? A family member? A Spouse? A child? Or Yourself?
[bookmark: _Toc267203049]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Finding true love really isn’t' “hard”. Fighting through all the misinformation is hard. Fighting through all the mental, emotional, and psychological road blocks is hard. Learning that we are our own biggest obstacle? That’s hard. 
To experience real love we have to become better people and when we do we see there’s nothing wrong with love. It's growing up that’s tough...that part is always a fight. We have to fight our flesh, fight temptation, and fight all of these bush-league relationship images, opinions, and "experts". 
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There's always more to learn and more to conquer about ourselves. But the way to true love is through, up, and over your own "stuff". We must get over ourselves in order to truly experience love…this is God's design.







[bookmark: _Toc302376521][[NEWS FLASH]] SCIENTISTS DISCOVER TRUE LOVE MOLECULE
I

 read an article recently that reported several world renowned scientists and chemists have unlocked the actual molecular structure of TRUE LOVE. Based on the widely reported findings, TRUE LOVE is apparently a naturally occurring chemical. They have isolated and identified the structure of the TRUE LOVE molecule and to their bewilderment SMART and PERFECT were not present as even trace elements of the compound.

When TRUE LOVE was broken down to its most fundamental building blocks they found Patience, Kindness, Encouragement, Humility, Compassion, Forgiveness, Long suffering, Joy, Protection, Trust, Hope, and Perseverance. Astonished by the absence of SMART and PERFECT they conducted a battery of extensive and ever more specific laboratory tests only to further confirm beyond a shadow of scientific doubt that SMART and PERFECT were NOT required to have or show TRUE LOVE for someone.
Their findings seem to indicate that someone can indeed do something DUMB and/or make a MISTAKE but STILL TRULY LOVE the person affected most by their actions. WOW! In fact, while conducting further experiments they discovered that if DUMB and MISTAKE are accidentally inserted into the TRUE LOVE formula that the TRUE LOVE molecule often finds a way to actually get STRONGER. This phenomenon seems inexplicable and further testing is required to better understand this apparent paradox.
 However, it appears from all follow up testing that DUMB and MISTAKE do have some very tangible negative impact on TRUE LOVE apparently evidenced by diminishing the element of Trust. But even so, somehow in ways they have yet to explain, even this response is counteracted by the combined long term affect of other key elements of TRUE LOVE like Forgiveness, Patience, and Long Suffering. 
Surprisingly the key elements of the TRUE LOVE compound actually work together over time to completely repair and restore the entire TRUE LOVE molecule, including the element of Trust; assuming DUMB and MISTAKE are not constantly added back to the formula… Simply amazing.
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Scientists are so astounded by the properties of the TRUE LOVE molecule that 
they now consider it the strongest substance on earth; even stronger than Kevlar infused, diamond laced, Kiln baked SuperGlue. The report concludes by stating unequivocally that TRUE LOVE bears ALL things, believes ALL things, hopes ALL things, and endures ALL things AND, ultimately, the TRUE LOVE compound actually conquers ALL. It even possesses the innate ability to completely repair itself from the destructive effects of really dumb mistakes. Who knew?

Love IS NOT "blind". Love actually sees EVERYTHING... but still... Love is patient, kind, humble, selfless, trusting, and hopeful enough to love anyway. Don't be fooled... REAL love IS NOT “ignorant”... it's transcendent.
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Love Jones and Ringtones

n Valentine’s Day a friend online posed a somewhat cynical question about love, or rather "real true love". She admitted that most of her closest friends were skeptical and disillusioned about love and marriage. Then she went on to note just how many of them had simply given up on "real true love". So her question was simple, given that most of her friends, both male and female, no longer believed in real true love she asked: "Does real true love exist?" 
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This question was posted on her web page and there were many immediate and 
predictable responses. And as such the conversation was very one sided, but given the rate of divorce, infidelity, and domestic abuse in this country I was not surprised by how many people seem to have given up on Love altogether. However, “not surprised” does not mean “not concerned”. While following the dialogue I felt there was a disconnect between what most people call “love” and what I believe real true love really is. If you know me you know I had to reply; I just had to. That afternoon I wrote my own blog in response to her intriguing question, “Does real true love exist?”
My short answer is without a doubt, yes. 
Unfortunately that kind of real, true love is much, much more complex than we've ever been led to believe. I propose that our general and ever expanding disillusionment is a function of the microwave, MTV, Minute Rice, and "my way or the highway" mentality that we've all been brainwashed with since birth. And if it's left up to radio, TV, music videos, and/or the movies, real true love will soon be a thing of the past.
That’s my basic position on this subject, so let me preface my remaining comments and observations with these facts: (at the time that I write this)
1. I am a 43 year old male, African American/ Negro/ Black/ etc. (pick one)
2. I mostly grew up in a single parent home, but my father was always around.
3. I am a "real" Christian; but I am not a preacher or “Bible thumper”.
4. I've been married to the same beautiful, make me weak in the knees, love to hear her cell phone ringtone, and don't want to live without her woman for 20 yrs. 
a) And yes, my wife has her own special ringtone on my cell phone so I can readily distinguish her calls from anyone else’s.
Now, the long answer:
The most problematic obstacle to believing in “real true love” is that we've been systematically misled and deceived. I personally believe real true love does exist and it can last; I just don't believe the majority of us know what real true love is, what it feels like, or even what it might look like. And to be clear, the problem here is not with love itself; the real problem is our contaminated, commercialized, and often corrupted definition of "real true love". There's nothing at all wrong with love, but there is definitely something wrong with our skewed Hollywood-tainted perceptions of real true love. 
Does the fact that our perceptions, and thereby our expectations, completely miss the mark discredit or disqualify real, true love in any way? Wait, before you answer...
If I asked you to pick up my brother from the airport and I told you he was 5' 9", about 175 lbs, looked just like me, and would be wearing a green shirt do you think you could pick him out? But what if when you arrived you found no one to fit that description? Further, let’s say that once you had literally searched all over the airport for him but still didn't find him, you might call me to explain 
	Is it possible we just don't know what we are looking for or how to recognize it, even if we do encounter it?


that he was not at the airport at all. 
I know he’s there so I try to describe him again in more detail this time. Although discouraged you set out to look for him again, even if only half-hearted this time. As you suspected, you find no one that matches the description. Feeling frustrated, you leave…convinced that he simply wasn’t there.
True, you did not find him. But not because he wasn't there, it was because he just didn't fit the picture you drew mentally based on the description you were given. Since you've never seen him before your only point of reference was a second-hand description. Based on that incomplete, inaccurate, and completely subjective information you passed him several times but just didn't recognize him. This doesn't mean that he wasn't there and it certainly does not mean that he doesn't exist. 
The same can be said for "real true love". Just because all of our fairy tale images and cupid laced misconceptions are wrong, doesn't mean that "real true love" doesn't exist. Real true love is not dead, it’s not lost, and it’s not an illusion just because we can’t find it. Is it possible we just don't know what we are looking for or how to recognize it, even if we do encounter it? Like my brother at the airport, you could have glanced at and walked right on by real true love a dozen times and still be none the wiser.
Now here's where I might lose a few casual readers, but if you are holding out for or holding onto the possibility of real true love I pray that you will read on. 
Here's a question: Is an acorn an oak tree? Some will argue yes and others will argue no. But the truth is obvious, an acorn is not an oak tree because if it was, it too would be called an oak tree, instead of simply an acorn. That's not to say that if it was planted, watered, warmed by the sun, nurtured by the earth, and given the time and space to grow that it couldn't become one of those mighty Oak trees that seem to cover an entire lawn.
And no matter how difficult it is to imagine that a gigantic tree like that could grow out of that little acorn, it can. It can and it will when all the necessary amounts of sunlight, rain, soil nutrients, space, and time have been applied. Yes, I said time because it too is a key element. 
 But how much time? As long as it takes. There’s no shortcut, because you can't just run down to your local Home Depot and buy one of those big ole Mississippi Delta oak trees with trunks as big around as two office cubicles. There's no quick fix, drive thru, or microwave recipe for one of those majestic trees. If you want an oak  tree, one of those real oak trees with limbs as thick as oil barrels, I'm sorry but you just can't rush that and you definitely can't fake it. Yet, all is not lost because if you have the time and patience those tiny little acorns are fairly easy to come by... Will that do? 
So I'll ask again, is an acorn an oak tree? No, but it could be.
When it comes to love most people confuse the acorns with the oak tree. It's true, oak trees produce acorns and acorns produce oak trees, but I've never seen anyone climb an acorn, swing from an acorn’s branches, or sit in an acorn's shade. 
Real true love is the oak tree. Infatuation, conversely, is an acorn. Passion is also an acorn. That funny feeling you get in the pit of your stomach around the one that you love is an acorn. Getting weak in the knees is an acorn. But those things are not oak trees; they are not real true love. All of those things are emotions that can be produced by real true love. But they themselves are not the genuine article, they are only byproducts.
Don't get me wrong, I believe real true love is about getting weak in the knees, it is about your heart fluttering, and your eyes lighting up. But let’s be clear, it is also about sacrifice, commitment, growth, and change. Real true love is a gift from God designed specifically to give you the best and get the best from you. 
Real true love is as much about making you better as it is about making you weak in the knees. Unfortunately most of us have confused the acorns for the oak tree.  We've mistaken the "love jones" for real true love. We've confused "infatuation and passion" with "true love and commitment”; and therein lies the fundamental disconnect. 
To help clarify some things…
Infatuation - is that thing that keeps you on the phone and in constant contact for 48 hrs straight in the early days of a relationship. With the right kind of person, it's automatic but it will eventually fade. With the wrong kind of person it can still be automatic, but will quickly fade. Acorns.
Passion - is that thing that keeps you awake for 48 hrs straight so you can go to work all day and be with them all night. With the right kind of person this feeling is automatic, but eventually reaches steady state. With the wrong kind of person it has to be automatic, and it’s usually the only thing you have in common, which becomes painfully obvious as soon as the passion is gone. Still acorns.
 Real true love - is that thing that keeps you both up for 48 hrs straight praying to God simply trying to understand the other's point of view, their pain, and how to make the relationship work. With the right or wrong kind of person this is never automatic. It takes faith, growth, sacrifice, humility, and commitment to get here but once you do, it rarely ever fades. 
And real true love comes with extra perks… as a bonus, the longer you operate here the more you can expect the acorns of infatuation and passion to grow. This growth is a core characteristic of a healthy, mature oak tree capable of perpetually producing acorns. Long lasting infatuation and passion are the byproduct of real true love, not the source of it.
There are many times when real, true love produces those feelings of being light-headed, punch drunk, weak in the knees, butterflies in your stomach, and fluttering hearts. And when those feelings are produced by real true love they recur throughout the life of the relationship. But no matter how pleasant, these transient feelings and emotions should never be confused with the real true love that produces them. 
Early on in my own relationship I was infatuated by my wife and the passion was both immediate and automatic, but at some point everyday life set in and we had to go to work on watering, nurturing, pruning, and growing our own oak tree. Fortunately, we eventually learned that without nurturing  and working to maintain a healthy and  mature  oak tree, we would certainly run out of acorns.
For those outside the wisdom of Christ, for those who have not discovered the benefits of living “Christ-like”, the amounts of patience, degree of sacrifice, phenomenal growth, selfless humility, and constant prayer required to succeed are virtually impossible to imagine, much less embrace. As if that list of requirements wasn’t challenging enough, the mere thought of compromise and sticking with one person long enough to grow an oak tree seems, somehow, even more unthinkable.
But that’s just it, that "me" mentality, that "my way or the highway", that microwave, minute rice mindset short circuits God's plan for real true love. Further, that myopic thought process is at the very center of the fundamental problems we have with real true love. This attitude is why so many people have given up on real true love. We've been brainwashed, we’re looking for the wrong things, and we just don’t have the time, patience, or the character to build real true love. So when things start to settle in and the really challenging work begins, we quickly abandon the young oak tree in search of more acorns. 
Just think about the maturation of an oak tree. At some point in its early development it is not mature enough to produce its own acorns. In the early stages it is all the tree can do to simply support itself. Acorns come much later. So if infatuation is all you're looking for you'll always abandon the oak tree you’re building in search of someone new; maybe every couple of months or so. 
If passion is all you're looking for you'll always abandon the oak tree you’re building in search of someone new; maybe twice a year or so. 
But if real true love is what you are really looking for, all you'll ever need is that one special person that's willing, ready, and able to follow God’s plan for planting, nurturing, growing, and basking in the security and shade of your own real true love… covered in acorns.
Make no mistake, a dedicated, committed, and submitted husband or wife is indeed a gift from God. But please understand that they are designed to be the best for you and bring the best out in you. 
Please hear me, we don't "find" real true love; we actually find the acorns and then we have to go to work planting, (commitment), growing (learning), pruning (sacrifice), and nurturing (praying) our own oak tree with the attitudes and instructions God intended.
 "Real true love" does exist but it doesn't come quickly and then fade quickly; it's not easy come, easy go and it’s nothing like what we’ve seen in the movies. Instead real, true, love is cultivated, earned, and developed. This love blossoms over time and the reward is a weak in the knees, heart fluttering, eyes lit up, hand holding love that lasts. 
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Look, I know I ran on, but I've got to go now. My wife, my soldier, my queen is calling... I’m sure it’s her because that's her ringtone. I know you can't hear it, but if you listen closely enough maybe you can hear me smiling? That’s the sound of more acorns 
falling from our oak tree.


	

Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	Do you believe lifelong love is real?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How have songs, movies, television, and romance novels affected your view of love?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you confident you really know what true love looks/feels like? Is it possible you’ve ever confused passion and/or infatuation with love in the past?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	    


	 Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.
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	Comment from:   SC 
	Love for me was a lot of work, much pain, plenty of sacrifice, and tears. But it was a one-way street. I truly believe that with patience and perseverance, I will fall in love again - but this time I'll be watering and nurturing viable acorns that will become strong, large oak trees. Thanks for the uplifting word.
May God bless you and have an awesome Valentine's Day!  (I'm kinda jealous!)








	My reply to:   SC
Ms. Shelly, Sis I know you have to be kidding, "jealous"? LOL. It just doesn't fit you and rest assured that no one can love you like Jesus anyway. But God loves you enough to give you the desires of your heart. Just be careful to water your gift with the Word. The kind of love you are destined for will require you to constantly soak the soil in living water and always look to the Son for warmth, guidance, and light. Isn't it just cool to know that every day is Jesus' Valentine’s Day for us? Praying for Christ's best for you. 



Comment from:   CW
This is what I heard... In our quest to develop the "real", we must avoid comparing our oak with our neighbor's oak. You see, I have been in the place that many have been in. When your oak is growing, you're just happy you have one, right in your own back yard. But just then, you catch a glimpse of the "mighty" oak in your neighbor's yard and, theirs is very tall and healthy looking. Just then you stand up, take a couple of steps back and begin to compare your own oak with someone else’s. Disappointment sets in, because yours isn't as tall or as thick. In fact, you start to think that yours is rather sickly. "I wish mine was like that..." You know, I wish my love looked like that, dressed like that, talked like that, walked like that, tended my needs like that. I wish, I wish, I wish... But, I would like to wake us all with these familiar words, "Danger Will Robinson, danger!" There's a danger in measuring our "oak" by another and comparing our "oaks" with one another, this is not wise." 
II Corinthians 10:12. So then, we must be content with where our love is in its growth process; furthermore, we must understand that every "oak" requires consistent and skilled care. Men must dwell with their wife according to knowledge. I Peter 3:7. Likewise, we can assume that the converse is just as true, women dwell with your husband according to knowledge. Your oak, your love is unique and will never be just like the one in your neighbor's yard.

My reply to:   CW
Elder, sir, 
You and I are definitely on the same page. I actually had a paragraph on that very topic explained in much the same way that I removed because this one chapter was turning into a book. But I guess I must have made a mistake because you were moved to put it back. Thank you for your obedience and that word from Heaven.


Comment from:    SJ
This kind of talk makes me want to cry, see... every time I thought that it was "REAL TRUE LOVE" it blew up in my face. I always gave all that I had, unconditional love, went through pain, hurt and loneliness. But I still know that God has someone for me and me for someone. He will be a saved (for sure), true man of God, love God more than me, know how to care for a real woman of God. Because I know how to be that woman of God to the man of God that is for me, but I don't want to get into a relationship and then I’m taken for granted because I’m the one that’s doing my part. 
I've been there before and that’s a lonely place. But yes, I do think that REAL TRUE LOVE exists, I’m just waiting for God to bring it my way, because in my patience possess ye my soul. True Love? Well I’m waiting and if my life should end before that happens then I’ll never see it…




	My reply to:   SJ
You said, “True Love? Well I’m waiting and if my life should end before that happens then I’ll never see it." two things sis:
    You simply must get this revelation. Understanding what I'm about to say may be the very thing that's blocking your blessing. Ready?
3. The most important true love I've ever experienced was the love of Christ. Because there's no greater love than this, that a man would lay down his life for his friends. That's a Jesus Christ kind of love and I sincerely hope and pray that you fully embrace and experience that love. It's the revelation of that love that frees you from all bondage. That's the love that manages your heart and emotions and prepares you to experience and accept other forms of real true love. Jesus died so you would never have to live a single day without real true love.
4. I understand the pain of failed relationships, but when God presents a real man of God to you, you have to understand that he, like me, may be a work in progress and far from perfect. Here's some transparency I'm sure you weren't expecting. My wife is a few years older than I, and in many ways she had to raise a husband. Thankfully, she was patient and wise enough to see something good in me and woman of God enough to stand with me and pray that God work the bad stuff out of me. She was also humble enough to wait on God to complete His work in me. Further, she is still kind enough to actually love me in spite of me.
She saw me through God's eyes and loved me with the heart of Christ. A woman of lesser faith, strength, and resolve would have run for the hills, but not this one. The one I found and presented to God stood firm and I'm thankful.
Put your hope in Christ, your trust in God, and simply love people for who they are, and who they are not.
Ever seen a "baby oak tree", you know about 4 or 5 feet tall? It literally has to be propped up with wires to keep it from falling over. Someone has to care enough and be patient enough to nurture it through all of those weak stages all the while knowing that if the wind blows hard enough the tree will certainly fall over.
For that tree to survive someone has to be there to pick it up and prop it up again, and continue to do so until it's strong enough to stand on its own. My wife did that for me.
When a real man of God finds you, I pray that you are also patient, humble, strong, and woman of God enough to walk through the initial trials with him and press on to the reward. God loves you enough to give you the desires of your heart. But that’s not a specific man so much as it is a specific type of man. So when you get him, think, pray, fast, and fight the good fight before giving him back.
Love ya sis, and believing God’s very best for you. Just be sure that when God gives you the man he has for you that you don’t panic and give him back. 
Any man that truly loves God and loves you should be worth fighting for, even if he's a little jacked up like me.




	Comment from:   SC
Bo, your transparency puts everything you've said in an even clearer perspective. I really do understand better now that the main thing is the love that both people have for Christ and that they keep that FIRST on the list, no matter what. Also, they realize that BOTH are a work in progress and are willing to pray, cry, be patient, pray some more and love a lot while the little oak takes root.
And I've heard that a mature oak tree has roots that extend for MILES down into the earth, so a strong, healthy oak has some deep roots, mainly because it had to search for water during tough, dry seasons. (Hallelujah!)
Yes... I really do get it. I'm waiting on Jesus (and Mr. Right!) while serving, loving and trusting in Him. I pray that when he crosses my path (if he hasn't already), I won't be so quick to pass him over because I'm not willing to do the work required in raising a healthy oak tree.  Wow.

	Comment from:   RM
Good! Good! Now had I known this a few years ago LOL... but we all have to learn one way or the other. Like my mom says "love is a choice", you choose to love even when there aren't any "acorns" present. Very good BLOG. This needs to be in a book somewhere.
I wonder tho... what if there are few acorns, but you see potential for a good solid oak?



My reply to:   RM
RM, sir, here's the rub. A full grown oak always produces an abundance of acorns; it's inherent. That’s just what full grown oak trees do.
     But new relationships are never full grown oak trees; it takes many years, many prayers, many tears, and much work to achieve. That's why new relationships that rely entirely on the acorns never last. At some point you run out of acorns and you have to get busy growing your tree. But when your tree finally does get mature enough to start to producing, it never stops.
I applaud you for looking beyond the acorns in search of the roots.



	Comment from:   NW
Well said Bo,
I am a hopeless romantic so I always believe in true love. Sometimes I have doubts but I am still holding on. I believe that when God is ready He'll send whoever he wants in my life.


My reply to:   NW
Let's change that to a “Hopeful” romantic. Because the Bible teaches us that the power of life and death are in the tongue. Let's both speak life into our relationships. Deal?
And since real true love is a gift from God, I often wonder what if real true love is already wrapped and waiting in that place that we know we ought to be? God has always been ready…
So once you're ready... Life's ready.


Comment from: SH
Okay I'm really starting to believe you are in my head listening in on my thoughts... I was just having this conversation with a Soror of mine who has become somewhat disillusioned with love and men which she doesn't understand are not one in the same. While I am currently single I do believe my acorn is out there somewhere being prepared for our oak tree... As it is often said what God has for me he has Only for me! Therefore, I believe that "true love" is when you can still love & stick it out after you come in contact with the ugly underbelly of the other person. All too often we LUST: For everything in the world: the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does (Not understanding that this desire) comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:16, 17 ~ So the man/woman who loves with a God directed love will love forever!
My mother who has been married to the same man for 30+ years says being married is a lot of work. When the first face you see every morning and the last face you see every night is their face, staying together is not by coincidence but by design. So I'm inclined to agree with you and would like to add on... If you are looking for love or if you have by God’s grace located the love of your life... Don't be so quick to settle if you are the former or too quick to throw in the towel if you are the latter. If we only have mountain experiences how will we ever know when we are having valley experiences and vice versa!
Oh yeah I think I heard you smiling & I wasn't listening that hard :-D


My reply to:   SH
30+ years? Now see, that's what I'm talking about! That's an oak tree! Why would you talk to anyone else about real true love? What a gift! If only we all had such insight and wisdom to model. The stories that tree could tell... forget ringtones and smiles I want to hear what that tree has to say.
BTW - I've said oak tree so much today I feel like Morris Day. (singing) “Oak Tree!”


Reply from:   SH
Yes Sir, I started to call them and get the exact years but I believe it is 40 years this month! They are too funny... She is convinced that his sloppiness is some sort of personal attack on her when in reality he is just messy and she wouldn't know what to do if she wasn't cleaning up behind him fussing the whole time. It works for them and they as well as me and my siblings are blessed!
You say you want to hear what that oak tree has to say... I don't know but here's a piece... When I was a little girl my mother would under no circumstances allow us to sleep in their bed. Only if you were sick and I mean reallllllllly sick would she allow that to happen. Now I must tell you they use to have a king size bed and while home from college years later I was chilling in their room right before their bed time (10 o'clock kinda people ya know) and my dad out of nowhere goes "When you get married don't ever get a king size bed!" I'm like, “Why?” and he says "Because it takes all the fun out of the sleep time... you’re too far from one another." My mom goes..."I never knew you felt that way about our bed." Now I'm not sure what the conversation was after my exit but when a new bed was purchased it was not a king and to this day they have never purchased another king size bed... and they are still together!
“Why talk to anyone else about real true love?” Because they’re my folks, so you know I didn't think they knew anything (lol) - Besides I just started growing up & I'm still learning (with my parents example) how not to get caught up on the acorns of Infatuation & Passion so that I grow an oak tree of real true love!
Oh and as long as you don't breakout into the oak tree dance u cool ~ Saw Prince in ‘04 at Phillips Area and Morris Day & the Time opened the show… what can I say they tore it up Jerome & all! Be Blessed



Comment from:   BB
Bo, I am waiting on the Lord to send Mr. Right my way because it gets lonely sometimes. But I must wait patiently on the Lord because I do not want another Mr. Wrong. My first husband did not appreciate me for who I was. I got my life in order with God when we were married. He was not saved and he treated me so wrong, nothing I did would satisfy him and he was cheating on me. 
I know God has someone for me and I am gonna be patient and wait on the Lord because God is Good… and he cares and love me.

My reply to:   BB
Hey Ms. Betty, I want you to remember this:
You are the gift. Adam was here... alone. He was lonely and isolated. He complained. He pleaded. And God gave him a gift... Eve. You, Ms. BB, are the gift in any relationship you have ever had and will ever have. You, Ms. Betty are the channel through which the love of God will enter your relationships. And as fine, smart, gifted, talented, or charming a man might be, he's never the gift. No matter what a man is, does, or becomes, based on God's design, he'll always be incomplete without his gift.
That reality is symbolized in the fact that God took part of Adam to make Eve, leaving him incomplete without her. And he will remain incomplete until the gift, you sis, are reunited with him. You, my sister, are the gift not because you are better than him, not because you are higher than him, not because you are smarter, stronger, or anything else (although you may be). It's just because God designed it that way. You are his most precious blessing and it's your presence that completes him in God's eyes.
Many relationships fail because my sisters don't recognize the significance of their spiritual roles. They don't recognize that they are the conduit for God's blessings and favor in a relationship. Because as “wifey” goes, so goes the marriage. That's why you have to be ready. That's why you have to be prepared to fill in the gaps. That's why you have to be the prayer warrior and sister soldier ready to fight for your relationship; not just physically, but spiritually as well. That's what you bring to the table… the covering, the encouragement, the anointing needed for you both to walk in your destiny. That's power sis. Just BE the gift.
Comment from:   DL
Thank you for sharing this. True love seems to be a very daunting task. However daunting and hard but well worth waiting for. I too have been PATIENTLY waiting for the LOVE of my LIFE and I know Jesus is the one. I am only human and I want to feel true love here on earth. I know there are still men out there that believe in true love and are willing to put in the work. It is so nice to see you talk about the love of your life in that manner. She is one blessed woman. We need more of you on this earth, particularly in California. :)



My reply to:   DL
Ms. Diana, more of me? Thank you sis, but I find that odd. I hear women complaining just about every day that actually there are already way too many men just like me; or at least too many like the man I used to be. Honestly sis, I see me everywhere I look. Young men with worlds of talent, potential, and charisma but infatuated with the world and its ways. These young men are good people at heart but still just, well… spiritually dumb. 
I was married at 24 years old and still very dumb at the time. It wasn't easy on my wife or my children. I was bullheaded, arrogant, and sometimes, just downright mean. But I've always loved my wife desperately even during our roughest times. She was my anchor, my rudder in uncharted waters, and the wind in my sail during flat seas.
She stuck it out when most women I have ever known would have run away, convinced and correct in their assessment that they had encountered another knucklehead. Don't get me wrong I was never abusive physically or verbally; although, in retrospect, I fear I may have been emotionally. You know, just being childish and doing everything I could to get my way and win arguments.
She waited, prayed, fasted, and loved me until I grew out of that. I'm fortunate that when she looked at me it was with the eyes of my Maker and not the eyes of her friends or family. She knew I was hers and because of that she was prepared to do what was necessary to see us through. She did and I did; we did. And I remain thankful, even now some 20 years later.
The things I write today I was not mature enough to even understand as recently as a few years ago. Humility was the most difficult lesson of all. But love conquers all. My wife’s love for me, my love for her, overpowered my attitudes and selfish desires and helped me overcome all that I was not, in hopes of what I would be.
More of me? Sis, I’m still very much a work in progress and men like me are everywhere I look. It’s women like my wife that this world needs more of sis… not me.
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[[Lest there be any further confusion]]
Bitterness IS NOT growth. Anger, resentment, and that “me, my, and mine” attitude does not make us better or stronger…they only serve to lock us up in a windowless cell alone with our own pain and disappointment. That’s not God. 
True spiritual growth does not shut us down or limit our ability to trust and interact with others. We are actually MORE trusting when we grow, not less. We are actually MORE courageous when we grow, not less. We are MORE responsible, more caring, and more giving when we grow, not less. If you really want more in this life you have to love, give, and appreciate MORE fam, not less. 
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Catch that Cat!

very Saturday I was there cutting Mrs. Keiter’s grass. And every Saturday like clockwork she would bring me out a glass of Lemonade and a $20 bill for my trouble. But this Saturday was a lot more trouble than usual. “Just stop chasing her!” she explained. “You’ll never catch her. She’s too fast. Just go on about your business. She’ll come back. She’s actually much too nosy to stay away.”
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     I could see the white ball of fur stalking me from the corner of my eye; stealthy, sneaky, and always just out of reach. I tried on a number of occasions that day to surprise my neighbor’s new cat and grab her while she 
wasn’t paying attention. The cat would dart in front of the lawn mower or walk just behind me tripping me up whenever I reversed my course. I was distracted and cutting the grass this day took at least twice as long as usual.
     “Don’t pay her any attention at all,” Mrs. Keiter instructed. Yeah right, I thought. How could I think of anything else? The cat was in the way… underfoot… and on my mind; a definite distraction. “If you busy yourself with what you’re here to do, she’ll eventually find you.” Those instructions offered from the screened porch made little sense to me, but I complied. I buried myself in the yard work. For absent stretches that long August afternoon I forgot all about the cat until I noticed that the cat had taken up station right next to me.
     “See son, I told you if you stop trying to catch her she’d find you” is what I overheard a friendly voice singing in the background. For the rest of the day, every time I moved the cat moved and took up a new position right next to me… interesting.
     “Mrs. Keiter, you have a really strange cat,” I said.
She looked at me and squeezed her forehead into a knot, “How so?” 
“Well, as long as I was chasing the cat it ran from me, hid in trees, hid under the house, and did anything it could to not be caught. But once I got busy doing the yard work and forgot about the cat then it came up to me.” Mrs. K. smiled and explained, “That just means she’s more comfortable as your partner than your possession. It means she doesn’t want to be trapped she wants to be trusted. And she doesn’t want to be your focus, she wants to be your friend.”
     “Cats aren’t that smart,” I accidentally said out loud. 
“Well, this one is,” Mrs. K. snorted in reply. 
Embarrassed, I tried to quickly change the subject. “So, what’s her name?” I asked sheepishly. 
“I haven’t named her yet. What do you think I should name her?” she asked, sensing I was a bit uncomfortable. 
I was silent. 
“Snowball or Bunny, maybe?” she wondered aloud to break the silence. 
I thought to myself a better name might be “Lightning” or “Ghost”. But Mrs. K. kept pressing and thinking out loud. I was obviously of very little use so I kept quiet.
     She said she wanted a name that really captured the spirit of her new cat. She wanted a name that explained how the cat thought and conducted herself. She said, “I need a name that will let everyone know just what to expect when they…” her thoughts then suddenly trailed off to silence. “I’ve got it! I’ve got it! I know the perfect name for her. Her name will be ‘Love’… And if you can remember that name you should always be able to remember exactly how to treat her.”
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OK, I thought. Well “Love” it is then.
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Perfectly Imperfect

o… here's another potentially unpopular thought for all of my single friends... What if you’re not actually “perfect” for anyone? And what if there is no one who’s “perfect” for you? 
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      I often hear Christian men and women discussing the problems and challenges with finding the man or woman that God has “preordained” and “perfected” for them. The prevailing logic is that there is only one “perfect” match. This dialogue usually proceeds through a litany of reported failed 
attempts, with at least a couple of close calls thrown in for dramatic effect and emphasis.
     In each relationship scenario there always seems to have been some deal breaker percolating just beneath the surface. In most cases there was some reality bending revelation which usually appears not too long after the good, holy and upstanding Christian man or woman gets serious about this most recent recipient of their affections. It seems that inevitably some major character flaw or life issue materializes that is just too much for a righteous God fearing man or woman to handle.
       How is it that, no matter who’s recalling the details of a failed relationship, it’s always the other person that had too much baggage? They were always the damaged goods? I’ve listened to countless similar conversations and very rarely do I ever hear any of the participants acknowledge even the remote possibility of their own shortcomings playing a part in their relationship challenges. 
     Things have gotten so bad that I know of Christian men and women that have purposefully formulated checklists highlighting specific physical, fiscal, and situational criteria a suitable mate must meet.
This detailed checklist is used to rate and compare potential partners while searching for the perfect candidate. I’ve actually seen men and women openly interrogate potential suitors in an effort to immediately identify and rule out the ones that are disqualified by the list. I understand that there are a lot of horror stories out there, but has it really come to this? Wow. I’m really glad I’m already happily married.
      Although completely understandable, the glaring flaw in this self-centered perspective is underscored by what I’ve heard from so many all over the country: Time and again the assertion is that men of God are somehow awed by, afraid of, and/or eventually pull away from “the” woman that God has hand-selected, prepared, and perfected for them. 
      How tragic would this be if it were true? I would think a true man of God would know inherently and immediately if he encountered a woman that is perfect for him? If God had indeed created just this one special woman in the entire world just for him, (which I don’t believe in by the way) wouldn’t his spirit intuitively leap out of his body and embrace hers at the very first glimpse? That’s a very romantic image and thought, right? 
      What about women? How does a woman know she has encountered the one and only absolutely “perfect” God-ordained man for her? Is it the way he makes her feel? Is it because he makes her better, stronger, or more determined? Or is it the fact that every box on her checklist has been marked off? Also a very romantic thought, right?
      Unfortunately, I believe that because of all of the ridiculously distorted romantic images we’ve seen, songs we’ve heard, and romance novels we’ve read we now find ourselves fighting just to hold on to some sense of reality in relationships. The current challenges of dating and marriage suggest that we’ve so over romanticized relationships to the point that spiritual matters just don’t seem to matter. We’ve surrendered choosing our mate and sustaining relationships over to checklists, rating systems, scorekeeping, and fantasy encounters, proposals, and weddings.
      To recover we must begin to recognize the fundamental distinctions between the romantic and the spiritual aspects of a relationship:

Romantically, a perfect relationship makes you feel better.

Spiritually, a perfect relationship makes you become better.

Romantically, relationships are about the perfect man and the perfect woman somehow finding each other… preferably on a cliff at sunset.

Spiritually, relationships are about God blessing the union of an imperfect man and an imperfect woman in order to perfect each other.

      Romantically, and quite insidiously, we have been convinced that we should already be perfect for someone and someone should already be perfect for us before we meet them. Romantically “perfect” presupposes that we should be immediately and irrevocably attracted, attached, and enamored by the target of our affections. And once the checklist is verified, everything should just click and it should stay that way auto-magically and forever. 
        But when people buy into this false premise of the “perfect” mate, the first sign of trouble is viewed as undeniable proof that obviously this was/is not the perfect man or woman and definitely not the one God would have chosen for them. Uh Oh! Cupid strikes again… get out the checklist… what did we miss?
      Here’s a thought, what if God intended for you to marry someone with two children because it was the only way He could force you to grow up? I bring this up because it is EXACTLY what happened to me. Or, what if God’s idea of the perfect woman for you is one with some emotional baggage? What if God needs you to lower your guard and help her unpack her bags in order to show you how to submit and magnify your gifts in prayer and fasting? 
What if your blessing is just on the other side of your checklist? Wouldn’t it be sad if you had just one too many criteria to actually see the person God has for you?  Wouldn’t it be just like God to put your blessing on the other side of your own selfish preconceived notions just to see how long it’s going to take you to actually get over yourself? How funny and tragic would that be all at the same time?
      Please don’t be fooled or misled by Hollywood or the music industry. In God’s design for you, it will actually be your spouse’s imperfections that make them spiritually perfect for you. And likewise, it will be your own imperfections (if you have any☺) that will make you spiritually perfect for your spouse. 
      If God has anything to do with a couple coming together, the resulting relationship will be much, much more than the individual parts. This means that together they will both grow exponentially better than when they were apart. This is possible because the challenges and shortcomings of each will be used to make the other better and stronger. Believe me I know that’s not always easy; but it may just be perfect. 
What if God doesn’t actually bring perfect people together but instead perfects them for each other once they submit their union to him and his model for marriage? What if that’s why no one is perfect for you before marriage? What if the real reason is that no one can be perfect for you without the two of you bringing your union to God, submitting your lives and marriage to him and taking this journey of perfection together?
What if your “perfect mate” is only your reward for living a married life God’s way and not just your automatic right for being alive? The journey of marriage before God is the process that perfects you for each other… Could it be that’s why no one can be perfect for you before marriage?
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      And here’s the greatest irony of all… romantic eyes cannot recognize, perceive, or appreciate the beauty and genius of what God might consider the “perfect” partner for you; much less recognize their spiritually perfect imperfections. What if there are items on your checklists that contradict what God has 
planned for you? How tragic… What if there are challenges and issues that you need to take on, conquer, or accept in a mate for God to perfect and empower you?
      I’m not suggesting that you “settle”. I’m only asking that you reconsider your idea of “perfect”. Because the process of working to perfect an imperfect marriage may provide two imperfect people the perfect opportunity to grow and mature in Christ; to truly become one. (read that last sentence as many times as you need to truly understand it… I’ll wait.) Once you get it we can move on… No really, go back and read it. I’ll wait…
      So, if two imperfect people really are the true origin of the perfect relationship, then is it safe to say that your perfect match is 
probably imperfect in exactly the ways God has prescribed to perfect you? LOL, yes, you can go back and reread that one too… I’ll wait. 
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Top 10 Fake Boaz Clues

irst things first... Who is Boaz?
It occurs to me that some of you may not know what or who "Boaz" might be. So to better appreciate this chapter I thought it appropriate to at least set the scene for you. 
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Boaz is a very well known, kind hearted, and generous Biblical character that stepped up to save a woman by the name of Ruth from a life of widowed destitution and shame. Because of his actions, his name in many religious circles, has become synonymous with the 'perfect' husband, or at least the best 
possible marriage prospect.
More pointedly, many women of faith have even further romanticized the story and the character of Boaz to epic Hollywood proportions. But universally the fundamental theme is that he respected Ruth, a woman of lower station than his own servants, protected her, and cared for her needs, asking/expecting nothing in return. 
Based primarily upon her work ethic, reputation, and her story he saw a diamond in the dirt and treated her with a level of  respect that even she didn't believe she deserved. Then after she approached him, he took the time to learn the entirety of her plight, devise a remedy, and ultimately he married her. The full account of Ruth, Naomi, Orpah, and Boaz can be found in the book of Ruth (Bible: Old Testament).
Anyway, since so many women that I coach, mentor, and encounter are active in social networks I get the distinct pleasure of hearing/reading all the nonsense that they are confronted with on the dating scene. So many wolves are prowling these forums in search of, if not desperate, at least very anxious women in search of their very own knight on a white horse, their Boaz.
Interestingly enough either there is this one guy out there serving up the same 'game' to all these women or there's a 'Fake Boaz' online course somewhere that's making a killing because it seems all these men are using the same lines and twisted logic to bed and/or scam as many women as they can. It’s reached epidemic proportions online… really pathetic.
To try to help some of the countless millions of women that don't have a Spiritual/Relationship Mentor or Coach in their lives, I thought I should share a few clues to help them spot a Boaz impostor. Now please ladies don't go jump off the deep end. I've compiled these "clues" for entertainment purposes only. But I also know it’s no laughing matter when it comes to your heart so I hope you can keep these things in mind when dealing with some of the men you'll encounter online.
Individually these clues are not 100% sure shot ways to spot a phony, but the more clues you do encounter with any given suitor the more likely you are indeed dealing with a FAKE BOAZ. So with no further ado I present to you the Top 10 Fake Boaz Clues:

[Fake Boaz Clue #1]
He’s not willing to wait for you/ everything seems rushed. He'll probably claim, "God revealed to (him) that you're (his) wife so why wait?" And I say, if your union really is God-ordained then why rush? If you are “the One” chosen for him by God then where is he going? If you are the one for him 5 hours from now you’ll still be the one for him 5 days, 5 weeks, and even 5 years from now. You should at least take enough time to hear from God yourself. Make sense?
[Fake Boaz Clue #2]
He tries to turn MOST conversations into a discussion about sex. He’ll probably say that “sex is a gift from God and since God has revealed that you are his wife, he just wants to know how you feel about certain, um, 'things'.” But I say, if you are ‘the One’ chosen specifically for him by God, why does that matter so much? IF God did ordain your relationship I’m certain you’ll be compatible in ‘every way’... I would think God has already considered that. Wouldn’t you?

[Fake Boaz Clue #3]
He keeps insisting that you do something against your sense of right & decency. He’ll probably use scripture quotations to try and make you feel guilty about NOT doing what he wants. He’ll try to ‘guilt’ you into doing any number of things that will only benefit him. Revealing photos, 'phone sex', traveling overnight together, financing his ‘ministry’ etc... Look, if it doesn't 'feel' completely right sis, it's not. A real Boaz will respect you and protect your reputation. He’ll understand that it is more important to 'cover' you than uncover you. If he's the real Boaz you'll be happy to uncover yourself in due time and according to God's will for your marriage.

[Fake Boaz Clue #4]
He spends more time trying to convince you that he’s a spiritual superhero than he invests asking/learning about you. He may even start by actually announcing to you that he’s your' Boaz'. He’ll probably want to start calling you very early in the relationship to pray together, so he can ‘show’ you how sanctified he is with his prayer prowess… He is also very, very likely to profess deep, deep convictions about sexual purity and the abstinence of sex before marriage. Don't be fooled. A real Boaz does not need to prove to you or anyone else his level of spirituality.

[Fake Boaz Clue #5]
He is disrespectful, derogatory, and/or arrogant with ‘hired help’ like wait staff, attendants, doormen, clerks, etc. He may not notice or even acknowledge certain 'types' of people in his environment. Watch closely how he treats people entering and exiting public places before and/or after him. A true Boaz is equally kind hearted and attentive to everyone. His heart is most evident in his manner/demeanor with people who are in no position to benefit him at all. Pay attention ladies, he will reveal his heart.

[Fake Boaz Clue #6]
He wants to ‘change you’ as opposed to ‘change things for you’. He’ll treat you like a project instead of a partner. Instead of “opening” doors of opportunity for you, he’ll go to work closing those doors and cutting off your options. A fake Boaz wants to possess you and make you feel like he’s doing you a favor. He wants to ‘upgrade you’ instead of promote you, empower you, and lift you.
[Fake Boaz Clue #7]
 He's a dictator, not a true leader. This means he's much more comfortable 'commanding' a woman as opposed to 'covering' a woman. A fake Boaz is more likely to 'direct' than he is to 'lead'. Boaz 'covered' Ruth. He told her he would take care of it and he took care of it in a way that put her needs and reputation first and foremost. A fake Boaz fights WITH Ruth. The real Boaz fights FOR Ruth.

[Fake Boaz Clue #8]
He ‘wants’ you but doesn’t want responsibility for you. He wants all the benefits without the burden. He’ll separate income, divide bills, and tell you your children from a previous marriage, your bad credit, and/or your debts don’t belong to him. A fake Boaz really only wants the parts of you that will benefit him. The real Boaz will gladly accept, expect, and embrace every part of you.
[Fake Boaz Clue #9]
He needs to keep your relationship a ‘secret’ for ANY reason. This should go without saying but... if he’s married, engaged, or otherwise ‘off the market’ he’s NOT the real Boaz. If he uses his job, title, reputation, or ambitions or any other excuse to keep you a secret he’s a fake Boaz. If he is unwilling or even hesitant to introduce you to his family and friends you have a problem. This means that either he’s not the real Boaz and he’s hiding something or he already knows that you’re not his Ruth. The real Boaz immediately went out to the city gates to make sure everyone knew his Ruth was spoken for.

[Fake Boaz Clue #10]
107
Top 10 Fake Boaz Clues  |
 He leaves all the BIG problems for you to handle. He has no plan and expects you to figure everything out. The bigger the problem is the less help he will be. The only person he seems brave enough or has the time to 
confront and/or correct is you. He’s a coward. He’s a shell of a man. Boaz didn’t send Ruth out into the street to deal with their problem, he went. When called upon the real Boaz steps up, the fake Boaz steps out.

[Fake Boaz SUPER Clue]
 He’s newly divorced and doesn’t need any time at all to get his life together before coming after you. Or worse, he’s currently “separated” from his wife and trying to get with you before the divorce is even final; that is IF he’s even getting divorced. What's ironic is that it's the men who are the most unavailable who are usually the ones using marriage as their primary bait. Any man ready to run off and get married over a commercial break is very suspicious at best. 
If he seems overly anxious to get married you might want to refer back to Fake Boaz Clue #1.
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Top 10 Fake Ruth Clues

n many religious circles the Biblical characters of Ruth and Boaz have come to symbolize the plight of single Christian women and their search for the man that God has ordained for them. 
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Unfortunately, the story of Ruth is often glossed over with only certain loosely knit macroscopic elements left intact. The story of Ruth, based on the Biblical account, follows the adult life of a Moabite woman that marries an Israelite man. This is a big deal since the Moabites were violent rivals to the 
Israelites and were actually said to be a kingdom cursed by God.
This story is swimming in spiritual, relational, and redemptive symbolism. The entire book of Ruth (Bible: Old Testament) is thought to represent the “kinsman-redeemer” concept. This concept explains a model which might help us better understand how Jesus could redeem all mankind. It really is a great book to study.
Unfortunately, for many, the intricate layers of symbolism are lost in the story of Ruth and her own personal kinsman-redeemer/knight in shining armor, Boaz. Part 1 of the story is centered on Ruth’s decision to leave her own country and people, after her Father-in-Law, Husband, and Brother-in-Law all died, and then follow her mother-in-law, Naomi, back to Naomi’s native land and people, Israel. Part 2 of the story is how this fearless and fateful decision, her determination, work ethic, and stellar reputation all worked out in her favor.
A disgraced widow in a strange land, living off the scraps left behind by field hands. Then, a man, ‘Boaz’, spots her and sets in motion the story that brings about her redemption. This story and these characters are often referenced when discussing single life as a Christian. Many Christian women are openly and vocally “believing God” for their very own Boaz. And many Christian men are also in search of their very own Ruth.
Single life as a Christian can be very challenging. Many people simply don’t really know what to look for in a potential spouse. If they listen to popular music, TV shows, talk shows, never married friends, divorced/bitter family members, or movies, it’s easy to get the signals crossed and start focusing on all the wrong things.
 The best way to have a relationship that will last is to be in it with the right kind of person. My hope is that this list of the Top 10 Fake Ruth Clues helps a few of my male readers to think more strategically about the types of women they might pursue. 
There are endless numbers and types of women out there, but unfortunately many of them are not lifelong wife material, plain and simple. Every woman is not a wife. And every woman can’t and won’t be a Ruth just like every man can’t and won’t be a Boaz. So choose wisely my friend.
In the last chapter I gave the women my Top 10 Fake Boaz Clues. And like I explained to the ladies I've compiled these "clues" for entertainment purposes only. 
Individually these clues are not 100% sure shot ways to spot a fake, but the more clues you do encounter with any given woman, the more likely you are indeed dealing with a FAKE RUTH. Well here it is, without any further delay, I present to the men my Top 10 Fake Ruth Clues: (This should run some ladies hot! But I can take the heat. Just pay attention fellas)

[Fake Ruth Clue #1]
 The #1 motivation factor in her life is to 'get' married. Marriage comes up very early and often in the relationship. You feel like you’re being interviewed for a job in the CIA as opposed to simply getting to know someone. A woman without a passion and purpose beyond just ‘getting married’ is ultimately just looking for a wedding /coronation and not a marriage.
These women care more about being a bride than they do being a wife. Beware of women that demand ridiculously expensive rings and over the top weddings. If a woman is willing to go into debt for a wedding she probably hasn't given much serious thought at all to the marriage and life after the wedding.

[Fake Ruth Clue #2]
 She frequently and adamantly tells you how much she does not need a man/you in her life. The power of life and death are in the tongue. So the women who profess this mindset and lifestyle the loudest most likely won't get a man and most certainly won't keep one. Ruth ‘needed’ a man. In fact the whole concept of 'kindred-redeemer' explains that specific need. 
Besides, gentlemen, a woman who is REALLY READY to be a wife actually needs a husband in order to do that. Some women prefer to be single and are completely comfortable in that role. That’s cool. So why bother them? If a woman says she doesn’t need you, believe her and keep it moving. A real Ruth knows that Boaz actually needs to be needed and she has no problem with that.

[Fake Ruth Clue #3]
 She insists on separate but equal. When you do discuss marriage she insists on separate bank accounts, keeping her house, taking vacations alone with her girls, and separate circles of friends. Chances are good that she has MAJOR trust issues and thinks the word submission has only 4 letters.
Usually this means she will require you to carry the baggage from one or all of her previous relationships even as she keeps one eye on the door just in case she needs to make a quick getaway. Ruth laid her life at the feet of Boaz. (Relax ladies that’s symbolism) But she was entirely submitted to him. Did he demand this? No, she offered it. Which actually empowered her; a novel concept I know. Anyway, because of that selfless act of trust, he stepped up to take care of her every earthly need.

[Fake Ruth Clue #4]
 She’s unwilling to roll up her sleeves. Ruth was neither lazy nor haughty. Working in the fields picking up leftover barley scrap was not beneath her. And she did it with such an excellent and positive countenance that she developed a reputation for her hard work and dilligence. 
Gentlemen, if you're in the yard working too long Ruth is coming out too, just to be near you. (Sun, sweat, dirt, hair, & nails be damned.) Maybe not every time you’re in the yard but certainly more times than not. There’s nothing about working beside her man that is beneath her; no matter what you're doing including donning a head rag and rolling up her sleeves too, when necessary.

[Fake Ruth Clue #5]
 She won’t leave the house or even allow you to see her without makeup, wig, nails, contacts, fake eye lashes, eyeliner, earrings, lipstick, etc. The simple truth is that some, not all, but some women hide behind masks and flashy clothes because they are insecure. Many women dress outrageously to distract people from looking at the real woman. It's ultimately a diversionary tactic. Ruth was a dirty mess with her hair unkempt, nails/hands/feet/ and clothes dirty. But Boaz recognized her anyway. Why? Because her true beauty came from within. The more a woman “requires” on the outside, the less self-esteem and substance there usually is on the inside.

[Fake Ruth Clue #6]
 She spends more time tearing things down than she does building them up. She’s very good at condemning and criticizing. Her conversation contains more complaints than compliments and she continually compares herself to others. The fake Ruth believes that the fastest way to build herself up is to tear others down. The real Ruth is humble, strong, and a blessing to others. The fake Ruth is insecure, childish, and jealous of others.
[Fake Ruth Clue #7]
 Everything has to be about her. Everyone has to eat where she wants, go where she wants, set the thermostat like she wants, and be around who she wants ‘when’ she wants. And if she doesn’t get what she wants she gets angry and pouts. 
Ruth left her family, her country, her language, her home, and her comfort behind to care for Naomi. The real Ruth is attentive, protective, and concerned with others as much as herself. The fake Ruth is self-centered, self serving, jealous hearted, and selfish above all others.

[Fake Ruth Clue #8]
 She’s a know-it-all and always has the only ‘right’ answer. She responds negatively and even aggressively to the unsolicited, even if well intended, advice of others. Anyone that disagrees with her is automatically wrong. She often confuses a differing opinion with a personal attack. She spurns wisdom in favor of her own thoughts. She is argumentative and rarely if ever examines herself and her own role in any disagreement. You’ll probably never hear her apologize without getting the last backhanded shot in. 
The Fake Ruth would never have taken Naomi’s advice; and the Fake Ruth would have never found her Boaz.

[Fake Ruth Clue #9]
 She’s fixated on the past. She won’t let go of past mistakes, failed relationships, or hurtful memories. Fake Ruth is comfortable with and accustomed to her pain, so whenever things start to go well she drags it all up again. Where she goes, her ‘baggage’ goes too, but she actually expects someone else to help her carry it. Fake Ruth is determined to make someone else hurt like she hurts. Erykah Badu called her a ‘Bag Lady’. The Bible called her ‘Orpah’. Boaz wouldn’t have called her at all.
[Fake Ruth Clue #10]
 She’s too 'saved' to be sexy or too 'holy' to be hot. A Fake Ruth cares more about ‘looking’ righteous than looking right. When the time came, the real Ruth ‘got her sexy on’. She cleaned up, fixed her hair, put on her best clothes, best perfume, and gladly left the work / workday behind. 
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Then she approached her man, at night, entered his quarters, and then uncovered his feet. That means the real Ruth was both virtuous and vixen. A Fake Ruth is only capable of being one or the other. She’s not spiritually mature enough to be both.

[Fake Ruth SUPER Clue]
 She can’t/won’t go anywhere/make any decisions without including her ‘Besties’. Chances are she’s not ready for marriage. Emotionally she likely has unconscious allegiances/loyalties that can/will cause problems in a marriage. If she jumps on the phone with a friend/family member to discuss every little problem you have... then you have a more serious problem. 
If she's more comfortable talking about your relationship to her friends/family than she is comfortable talking to you... you've got a problem. If she doesn't recognize or appreciate that marriage requires her to commit to leaving significant parts of 'single life' behind then it doesn't matter how fine, holy, and/or saved she might be... she's NOT ready for the journey. 
When the time came, Ruth left friends behind, family behind, her home, and her security behind. The Real Ruth was ready... The Fake Ruth needs to hold on to as much of her single life as possible. She’s not ready sir.
So there you have it. Those are my Top 10. I hope that helped fellas. And who knows…maybe it helped a few of the ladies too?


	



Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	Are there any clues with which you completely disagree? If so, does that clue make you angry or is it just not true?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Which clues do you agree with the most, if any?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What little clues did you ignore in past failed relationships that would have tipped you off had you paid attention?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Comments in a shaded box are from a friend.

	
Comments in an un-shaded box are from me.




Comment from:    WB
Rule #9 - Can being cautious sometimes be deeply related to past hurts? Where does the balance come in? 

My Reply:    WB
Hey WB, 
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:))) First, I want you to know how much I already appreciate your support. And now I'm 
humbled that you thought to pose this question to me. This is serious business and I don't take it lightly.
Your first question, “Can being cautious sometimes be deeply related to past hurts?” Absolutely, it can and often is. It’s human nature to learn from our past mistakes. It’s also very healthy to be cautious when we start seeing the same signs and clues again in the future. That’s all a part of learning, growing, maturing, and protecting yourself. In mature, mutually respectful, relationships certain degrees of caution are not only good and healthy, they are actually welcomed and expected.
Your second question, “Where does the balance come in?” This is indeed where it gets tricky. Fortunately, “tricky” does not mean difficult to understand, it just means difficult to execute. The best place to start is by understanding the progression of different stages of emotional posturing:
             --Cautious is always healthy and expected.
--Defensive is sometimes healthy, but should only be a response to present or pending danger, not something in your past. 
--Angry is rarely healthy, and should only be a response to a present affront, not something in your past. 
--Destructive is never healthy. Destructive people try to hurt themselves because they feel guilty or unworthy. 
--Abusive is never an appropriate element and is never healthy. Abusive people try to hurt other people because they are hurting.
Honestly sis, I really don’t think this is so much about ‘balance’ as it is about self awareness and emotional maturity. We need to know why we feel what we feel. We need to own what we feel. And we need to take full responsibility for managing those feelings in a healthy way. Hope that helps sis.

Comment from:   DG
The word "SEXY" is an adjective that is used to describe Sexual Arousal in Humans, and Sexual Attraction. This can be Risky in Christianity. The words take you right there to the spot. Sex, Sexy, Sexual, and Sexuality. 
Now how can you advise women to mix Sexy and Holy? HOW can you think it’s a good idea for a woman of God to be considered Holy and “sexy”?



My Reply:    DG
DG, I have no problem with you feeling however you wish to feel about sex, sexuality, and Christianity. Whatever your conviction is… is ‘your’ conviction. But without scripture to back up such a pious point of view I wonder how so many well-intended Christians were duped into believing that sex and sexy are bad for Christians. Have you ever read the Song of Solomon?
But back to your primary question, “How can [I] advise women to mix Sexy and Holy?” The short answer is by simply being a “real” saved and sanctified human being. There are actually two definitions of ‘sexy’ relevant to this discussion, even though you only chose to share the one that was convenient to your point of view. Webster’s dictionary defines sexy as:
1 : sexually suggestive or stimulating : erotic
     2 : generally attractive or interesting : appealing
The first definition, the one you chose to focus on is NOT what is referenced in my Fake Ruth Clue #10. The second definition most certainly is what I intended to communicate. The first definition is only for married Ruth. But unfortunately the first definition is exactly what the single Fake Ruth AND the Fake Boaz immediately hear when someone says “sexy”. But upon further inspection you’ll note that I said Ruth was “BOTH virtuous AND vixen”. 
Virtuous  2 a : having or exhibiting virtue       b : morally excellent : righteous <a virtuous decision> 3 : chaste
Vixen      3 : a sexually ‘attractive’ woman
“How can [I] mix Sexy and Holy?” Is your Pastor ‘holy’? Does your Pastor have children? Where does this mutually exclusive mindset come from? You don’t think men and women of God are having sex? What’s NOT sexy about ‘sex’?
That's why you'll note that I said the REAL RUTH will know how to be both. Whereas the fake Ruth can only be one or the other. The Fake Ruth has no sense of balance when going to church. She'll either wear the shortest skirt she can find or the longest ankle covering button up smock she can find.
Further you'll note that I did not say the real Ruth was both at the same time. The real Ruth knows when to turn it on and turn it off. I don't expect she would wear lingerie to Worship service. But I do expect that Ruth will be completely comfortable wearing lingerie in the marital bed. A real Ruth can comfortably be both virtuous AND vixen. 
The real problem here is that the Fake Boaz has X-ray vision anyway. He's already undressing every woman he encounters. If a Fake Boaz is around, a woman can't wear enough clothes to keep him from being who he is. So he typically blames his own lack of self-control on the woman because of the 'way' she's dressed.

[bookmark: _Toc204336144][bookmark: _Toc204686616][bookmark: _Toc204942893]
129
Top 10 Fake Ruth Clues – Take Two  |


	




Collect Your Thoughts:

	

	What is the difference between “cautious” and “defensive”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you cautious about anything? Defensive? Are you 100% clear on why you feel that way? Is that kind of clarity possible? Healthy?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you think a woman of God can be both Holy and Sexy? Why/Why not? Where does that belief come from? What does the Bible say?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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very drunk will tell you, “I’m fine!” “I got this.” “I’m dot nrunk.” And many will go so far as to try to convince you that they actually drive ‘better’ when they are drunk. But that’s the problem with being drunk; you don’t know you’re drunk and you’re dangerous. 
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So, when a drunk gets behind the wheel of a brand new car and wrecks it, is it the car’s fault or the driver’s? It was the driver’s lack of vision, negotiation, and cognitive skills that caused the wreck, not the car. The engine was fine, the wheels were fine, the alignment, transmission, fluid levels, steering, braking, acceleration, lights, signals, systems, and windshield wipers were all fine… but the car 
somehow gets the blame. Ask the drunk about the accident and you’ll get the following explanation, "Stupishcard!" (translated as “Stupid car!”) Really? You’re blaming the car?
But not only does that particular car get the blame, but all relationships get the bla-- (*sheepish grin*) sorry… I meant, “And not only does that car get the blame, but all cars get the blame.” Maybe drunk drivers should petition congress to get cars reengineered to be more ‘drunk driver friendly’… Stupid cars. 
I mean really, doesn’t it make sense that in a country where we can send people to the moon, a car should certainly be able to instantly make a woman into a wif—(whew, that was close! sorry again...)
What I actually should have said was, “a marriage should be able to instantly turn a woman into a wife… but it can’t.” And a car does not a wedding make… wait… I meant, a marriage does not a driver make… um, that’s not right either. I think what I’m trying to say is “A license does not a husband ma—“. Well that one might be closer, but that's not what I wanted to say either. I must have a mild case of Lysdexia… Please wear bith me… ;-)
Ok... I’ve got it. What I’m trying to say is, a wedding does not a marriage make. No relationship, including marriage, has any power beyond the vision, negotiation, and cognitive skills of its drivers. A marriage is no stronger or healthier than the people who are in it.
And a wedding is to a marriage what keys are to an automobile. When spiritually immature, selfish, self-centered, overly prideful people drunk on themselves and intoxicated by years of misinformation sign up for a wedding and subsequently wreck a marriage, how is it that ‘marriage’ gets the blame? How is it that they walk away from the wreckage and believe that somehow the institution of marriage is flawed?
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Bottom Line: If you are drunk on bad theology, bad advice, or bad models/imagery 
from movie scripts, song lyrics, romance novels, talk shows, bitter friends, jealous family, or just your own bad attitudes, please, please do not get behind the wheel of a relationship. They haven’t engineered a relationship that can withstand drunk drivers just yet… Stupid relationships! (WAIT! Don't go! You’re right, 'relationships' aren’t stupid, but drunk people are. So I apologize, I meant to say ‘cars’… Stupid cars! Now calm down, I don’t want you to get all flustered and spill your drinks...)
Look, don’t drink and drive people. And don’t go into a relationship high on He-man hype and Wonder Woman wisdom. Love and relationships are for grown folks. This IS NOT a game so children need not apply, and most definitely don’t get married while drunk on misinformation and selfish desires. Marriage won’t fix you; you’ll have to do that yourself. Thanks for listening fam. Now back to your regularly scheduled programming.








Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.        Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NKJV)


Personal Notes and Observations:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Personal Notes and Observations:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Personal Notes and Observations:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Personal Notes and Observations:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Personal Notes and Observations:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	








140

141



143
Tagged  |
[bookmark: _Toc204079854][bookmark: _Toc204171606][bookmark: _Toc204179588][bookmark: _Toc204333720][bookmark: _Toc204336141][bookmark: _Toc204686613][bookmark: _Toc204942891] 
www.IfYouHaveEars.com
[bookmark: _Toc206507212][bookmark: _Toc207538159][bookmark: _Toc210367924][bookmark: _Toc302376530]

“Tagged”

The “About Author” sections of most books are usually boring, clinical and oh so predictable. So, in my first book “If You Have Ears… BE Motivated. LIVE Inspired.” I tried something a little different. For this particular section I included five things from a list of ten weird things about myself. 
The original list was produced as a result of being “tagged” on one of the social networks. Being tagged is a way for online friends to get to know each other better. Once tagged you are required to share this list of weird things about yourself. 
[bookmark: _Toc204333721][bookmark: _Toc204336142][bookmark: _Toc204686614]I shared the first five weird things in my first book and I’ve decided to share five more here in this book. So here they are…

Five More Weird Things About Me:
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1. I am a card carrying member of the Mensa Society. (But I've never been to a meeting. I've seen the website. I think 

that’s close enough) I also don't have a college degree of any kind… not even an Associate’s. I’ll go back to school once I’ve paid for all of my children to get through. 
2. I was the first African-American fully certified as Engineer and Instructor/Trainer for both Microsoft and Novell in 1994). But I'm no technophile by any stretch. In fact, if given the option I'd avoid talking about computers, networks, code, or compliance altogether. The way I see it, computers are just tools. And, BTW I don't like talking about hammers either.
       3. In the late '90s I invested $70K+ of my own money to train over 300 unemployed and/or underemployed IT professionals in Atlanta. TechnoVersity, a vision I have for leveraging IT training and services to 

bootstrap entire communities, is still very much a part of my life’s purpose and mission. Unfortunately, my first attempt to save the world didn’t end so well. By 2004 I was flat broke and filing for bankruptcy. 
4. In 2004 I recorded an R&B laced, street savvy, spoken word, motivational and inspirational CD*. What most people don’t know is that I recorded all vocals while standing in my closet between four racks of clothes and hangers. I also did all of the arranging and production work myself with $30 software.
5. I was a marksman in the Navy even though I had only held a handgun once prior to going to the Navy and have never held one since. And to be clear I actually have nothing against guns, just the idiots that misuse them, so this might change.

*Clips of the CD can be found on my website (www.BoSpeaks.com, ITunes, Rhapsody, Wal-Mart Online, etc.) That's what you call a shameless plug. ;-)
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ISBN: 978-0-9819498-4-0

If you want more Love and Relationship specific dialogue the “Love & Relationships Take Two, Question & Answers” companion is perfect for you. In it you will find an additional 150+ pages of content including 29 different conversations covering a full array of dating, love, and relationship issues. 

If you enjoyed the “Take Two” chapters in “If You Have Ears… TRUE Love. REAL Relationships” you will definitely want to add this companion book to your collection.

www.BoSpeaks.com

	ISBN: 978-0-9819498-0-2


The first book in the series, “If You Have Ears… BE Motivated. LIVE Inspired.” is a guided farewell tour of common misconceptions that introduces you to new and empowering levels of clarity, confidence, and courage. 

This book presents practical life situations and modern day parables to explain key Biblical principles in new, innovative, and very liberating ways. If You Have Ears… you will be equipped with new insight and life changing principles that are both easy to understand and apply.


www.BoSpeaks.com

	





WHAT:  A Motivational/ Inspirational Spoken Word CD / Inspired Audio blogs.

Private Conversations – Volume I (CD/MP3)
Private Conversations – Volume II (CD/MP3)
      
Angry; Offended; Exposed; Trapped; Resigned; Enlightened; Educated; Liberated; and Empowered! The journey awaits you. The letters I wrote to myself were private conversations with me, by me, and for me. The CD project that was formed from those letters is for both me and you.


1. Order the shrink wrapped CD directly from: http://www.BoSpeaks.com/convo2.htm

2. Order MP3 versions Online @
· iTunes
· Amazon
· Rhapsody
· Wal-Mart Online
· Or your favorite digital Music retailer 




[bookmark: _a_parting_thought]Coming Soon

By this Author 

1. If You Have Ears...: Be Motivated. Live Inspired.  (Audio Book) **Read by the author.


2.  If You Have Ears...: True Love. Real Relationships. (Audio Book) **Read by the author.

3. If You Have Ears...: Fix Family. Heal Marriages. (Paperback)


Order online now @ http://www.BoSpeaks.com


Or call to request a form to order by fax: 888.988.2634




An Invitation
I would consider it an honor to have you add your voice, comments, observations, questions, revelations, testimonies, and insights to the ongoing conversations. Who knows, you may become a voice in a future edition.
To get connected:
· Visit my online hub:
http://www.BoSpeaks.com
· [bookmark: _Toc206507210]Or leave a message on my voicemail:      888.988.2634
· Or you may also communicate via post by sending a letter to:
                       	2M Communications
			P.O. Box 440352
			Kennesaw, GA 30160
FOR BOOKING:

To receive information about having this author speak to your team, students, group, or organization please email your request to: 

speaker@BoSpeaks.com

Or call:
888.988.2634

Wishing you all the best life has to offer,
Steven “Bo” Beaudoin Jr. 
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