
[bookmark: _vps5lx15e19r]Ecclesiastes
[bookmark: _p5ea8eqzmgrv]Community Group
[bookmark: _ouwu44x8qw6f]Authorship: Solomon
[bookmark: _7chcfr5z0goa]Qoheleth/Ecclesiastes
· ekklēsiastēs = Greek translation of qōhelet
· ekklēsia = Church or Assembly
· Qoheleth “a Preacher” (1:1), one who addresses the Assembly (qahal).
· Qahal (Noun Masculine); assembly, convocation, or congregation
· Isaac blesses Jacob so that he may become an assembly of peoples (Genesis 28:3)
· God blesses Jacob (Israel) so that he will become a nation and an assembly of nations (Genesis 35:11)
· Moses made two hammered trumpets of silver. One of these was used for convening the assembly (Numbers 10:1–7)
· Yahweh spoke to the assembly from Mt. Sinai (Deut 5:22)
· David addresses the assembly to bring back the ark (1 Chronicles 13:1–4)
· David commissions Solomon as King before the assembly (1 Chronicles 28–29)
· The assembly accompanies Solomon to the tent of meeting at his inauguration (2 Chronicles 1:3–5)
· Solomon dedicates the temple and blesses the assembly (1 Kings 8, 2 Chronicles 6)
· Qehillah (Noun Feminine); assembly or congregation
· Qoheleth (Noun Masculine); a Preacher or Convener. One who gathers the people together for instruction.
· “Out in the open wisdom calls aloud, she raises her voice in the public square.” (Proverbs 1:20)
· Qehelathah (Proper Name); assembly, a place in the desert (Num 33:22)
[bookmark: _st0903k167uu]Son of David
· “The son of David” (1:1), one who has descended from David’s lineage. Context determines direct or distant descent.
· Now David became old and full of days, and he made his son Solomon king over Israel. (1 Chronicles 23:1)
[bookmark: _rlq9zwmlmbg]King “over Israel” / “in Jerusalem” 
· “King over Jerusalem” (1:1), “King over Israel in Jerusalem” (1:12)
· Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years. (2 Chronicles 9:30–31) [No King after Solomon reigned over Israel in Jerusalem.]
· “I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me;” (1:16)
· “Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you.” (1 Kings 3:12)
· “I possessed flocks and herds larger than all who preceded me in Jerusalem.” (2:7)
· “Then I became great and increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem.” (2:9)
· “I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days.” (1 Kings 3:13)
·  (Jebusites)[footnoteRef:0] Settled and built the city of Jebus, i.e. Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 11:4) [0:  https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jebusites] 

· “all who were over Jerusalem before me” (1:16), “all who preceded me in Jerusalem” (2:7, 9) — Kings before Solomon in Jerusalem:
· Melchizedek king of Salem (Genesis 14:18)
· Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem (Joshua 10:1, 3)
· Adoni-bezek suzerain king over Jerusalem (Judges 1:4–8)
· Judah could not dispossess the Jebusites (Joshua 15:63)
· Judah conquers 11 cities in the Hill Country surrounding Jebus, including the city of Giloh (Joshua 15:51)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giloh] 

· Modern City of Beit Jala, 6 miles south of Jerusalem, opposite Bethlehem.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beit_Jala?searchToken=f0tssp7dnss87kz7f5ozzpn9m] 

· Benjamin did not disposes the Jebusites (Judges 1:21)
· David Conquers Jerusalem and renames it the City of David (2 Sam 5:6–8)
[bookmark: _iwra1vyxmthz]Genealogy
[bookmark: _gmif0a5uua3d]Paternal
· Judah > Perez > Hezron > Ram > Amminadab > Nahshon > Salmon > Boaz > Obed > Jesse > David > Solomon
[bookmark: _5y304qm6sf5u]Maternal
· Ahithophel the Gilonite, Counselor to the king (2 Samuel 23:34, 1 Chronicles 27:33)
· Eliam, one of the thirty mighty men (2 Samuel 23:34)
· Bathsheba
· Solomon
[bookmark: _mnln1u4w7qap]Date: 991–981 B.C.
[bookmark: _ptgor6bqce4c]Solomon:
· Solomon’s Birth (approx.)[footnoteRef:3]				~2969 A.M.	~1041 B.C. [3:  Solomon becomes King while he is still a “young child” (1 Kings 3:7), and his father calls him “young and inexperienced” (1 Chron 22:5, 29:1). Compared to David who became king at 30 (2 Sam 5:4).] 

· David (~50) + Bathsheba (~22)
· Eliam (~42), Ahithophel (~62)
· Solomon’s Ascension Year (~20)			2989 A.M.	1021 B.C.
· Solomon’s Temple Started[footnoteRef:4] (~24)			2993 A.M.	1017 B.C. [4:  480 years after the Exodus, in the fourth year of Solomon (1 Kings 6:1)] 

· Solomon’s Temple Completed[footnoteRef:5] (~31)		3000 A.M.	1010 B.C. [5:  Eleventh year of Solomon, seven years in building (1 Kings 6:38)] 

· Solomon Writes Ecclesiastes (50–60)	  3019–3029 A.M.	991–981 B.C.
· Solomon Dies (~60yrs old)				3029 A.M.	981 B.C.
· For a portion of Solomon’s life, he turned his heart away from Yahweh
· [1] Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, [2] from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. [3] He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. [4] For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. [5] For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. [6] So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. [7] Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh[footnoteRef:6] the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. [8] And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. [6:  See notes from John Gill below which give further details of the Moabite sun deity Chemosh. ] 

[9] And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice [10] and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what the LORD commanded. [11] Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. (1 Kings 11:1–11)
· Solomon’s Reign lasted 40 years
· [42] And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. [43] And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father. (1 Kings 11:42–43)
· [30] Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years. [31] And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father, (2 Chronicles 9:30–31)
· Ecclesiasted would have to be written at the end of Solomon’s life
· I spoke within my heart, saying, “Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my heart has seen an abundance of wisdom and knowledge.” (Eccl 1:16 LSB)
· Solomon Writes Ecclesiastes (50–60)	  3019–3029 A.M.	991–981 B.C.
[bookmark: _1ra3tkrhx27]Genre: Wisdom Literature
[bookmark: _kmk5kvta5e7b]Solomonic Wisdom Works
· Ecclesiastes – Wisdom of the King
· Proverbs – Instruction of the King
· Song of Solomon – Marriage of the King
· Job – Suffering of the King

[bookmark: _76dpatsf2ctf]Key Themes
[bookmark: _k0o1lyun81yx]Vanity
Ecclesiastes 1:2
	[2] Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, / vanity of vanities! All is vanity. (ESV)
[bookmark: _qn9qb78ogg1q]Pleasure / Joy
Ecclesiastes 2:1
[1] I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But behold, this also was vanity. (ESV)

[bookmark: _ino52y1iubvb]Wisdom / Folly
Ecclesiastes 2:12
[12] So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly. For what can the man do who comes after the king? Only what has already been done. (ESV)

[bookmark: _sg9di0wm4cuq]Life: Purpose + Burden

[bookmark: _rzkzmlj8dcb4]Work / Toil (Purpose)
Ecclesiastes 2:22–23
[22] What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? [23] For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. (ESV)

[bookmark: _f4jvyg7srrea]“Under the Sun” / “Under Heaven” (Burden of God)
Ecclesiastes 1:13–14
[13] And I applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. [14] I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. (ESV)

[bookmark: _n778ykks7yy]Interpretive Key
The Preacher (being wise)
· taught the people knowledge, 
· weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care.
· sought to find words of delight
· uprightly he wrote words of truth.

[bookmark: _backbymix9z6]“Goads” + “Nails”
· The words of the wise are like goads
·  like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings
· they are given by one Shepherd

[bookmark: _7nepguqe0xdu]The Wise + “Interpretation of a thing”
· Who is like the wise?
· Who knows the interpretation of a thing?

[bookmark: _bfjdi669r05g]The End of the Matter
· Fear God and keep his commandments
· this is the whole duty of man.
· God will bring every deed into judgment
· every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Ecclesiastes 8:1
	[1] Who is like the wise? / And who knows the interpretation of a thing?

Ecclesiastes 12:9–14
[9] Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. [10] The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth.
[11] The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. [12] My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
[13] The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. [14] For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.
[bookmark: _qxo9iuylj134]Outline: Ecclesiastes
	[bookmark: _2kndb2977tr1]Martin J. Wyngaarden[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://digitalcommons.calvin.edu/calvin_forum/204/] 

· 1:1 INTRODUCTION
· 1:2–2:26 FIRST DISCOURSE
· 1:2–2:23 	Goad
· 2:24–26 	Nail
· 3–5 SECOND DISCOURSE
· 3:1–15 	Nail
· 3:16–4:16 	Goad
· 5:1–20 	Nail
· 6, 7 THIRD DISCOURSE
· 6:1–12 	Goad
· 7:1–29 	Nail
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail
· EPILOGUE
· 12:8 		Goad
· 12:9–14	Nail
	[bookmark: _kjpxcwhk4pui]Michael W. Kelley[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.contra-mundum.org/index_htm_files/Kel_Burden.pdf] 

· 1:1–11 PROLOGUE: The Root of the Problem
· 1:12–3:15 The Powerlessness of the Wise
· 3:16–5:7 The Moral-Social Order Disturbed
· 5:8–6:9 Man’s Heart Controlled By the Power of Want
· 6:10–8:1 The Mystery of Good and Evil
· 8:2–9:10 Man Lives Not by Experience Alone
· 9:11–11:8 Life’s Consequences Not Subject to Man’s Control
· 11:9–12:14 The Solution of the Matter







[bookmark: _qdvj85wqb64p]Recommended Reading
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[bookmark: _lousuxil9thi]First Discourse (1:2–2:26) | Part I (1:2–11)
[bookmark: _kt7dj6d19ssr]Goad (1:2–2:23)
· Man and Nature in their labor are subject to their environment (1:2–11)
· This discourse shows on the basis of experience that the striving after earthly wisdom is vain and unsatisfactory (1:12–18)
· This discourse shows on the basis of experience that the striving after selfish pursuits is vain and unsatisfactory (2:1–23)
[bookmark: _laojaj708bsz]Nail (2:24–26)
24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

[bookmark: _t4cpisdl6m9s]Introduction
Ecclesiastes 1:1
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

The “words of” or the “discourses of” point us to a definite purpose in the mind of Solomon.

The Preacher (being wise)
·  taught the people knowledge, 
· weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care.
· sought to find words of delight
· uprightly he wrote words of truth.

[bookmark: _p4pt37urot0i]Man and Nature in their labor are subject to their environment
Ecclesiastes 1:2–11
2  Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3  What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the sun?
4  A generation goes, and a generation comes,
but the earth remains forever.
5  The sun rises, and the sun goes down,
and hastens to the place where it rises.
6  The wind blows to the south
and goes around to the north;
around and around goes the wind,
and on its circuits the wind returns.
7  All streams run to the sea,
but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again.
8  All things are full of weariness;
a man cannot utter it;
the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing.
9  What has been is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done,
and there is nothing new under the sun.
10  Is there a thing of which it is said,
“See, this is new”?
It has been already
in the ages before us.
11  There is no remembrance of former things,
nor will there be any remembrance
of later things yet to be
among those who come after.

[bookmark: _77mvsy4rm81y]Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
· Hebel = vapor, breath
· Meaninglessness
· Absurdity
· Fleeting
· Ungraspable

1:1-3 Much is to be learned by comparing one part of Scripture with another. We here behold Solomon returning from the broken and empty cisterns of the world, to the Fountain of living water; recording his own folly and shame, the bitterness of his disappointment, and the lessons he had learned. Those that have taken warning to turn and live, should warn others not to go on and die. He does not merely say all things are vain, but that they are vanity. VANITY OF VANITIES, ALL IS VANITY. This is the text of the preacher's sermon, of which in this book he never loses sight. If this world, in its present state, were all, it would not be worth living for; and the wealth and pleasure of this world, if we had ever so much, are not enough to make us happy. What profit has a man of all his labour? All he gets by it will not supply the wants of the soul, nor satisfy its desires; will not atone for the sins of the soul, nor hinder the loss of it: what profit will the wealth of the world be to the soul in death, in judgment, or in the everlasting state?[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://biblehub.com/commentaries/mhc/ecclesiastes/1.htm] 


The Preacher views sin and its consequences to be the root of the problem, not the fact that man is finite. This most basic problem of man involves the creation in its totality. Man must be made to see that a solution to his problem must involve the total renewal of the creation. Man lives under a curse that affects his life in every sense.

Solomon agrees with Paul, that “death reigned from Adam to Moses,”[footnoteRef:10] “so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Romans 5:14, 17]  [11:  Romans 5:21] 

1. The fundamental problem of man’s life cannot be removed by the power of man himself. This is the purpose of the negative tone of his message. He wishes to drive home man’s total inability to deliver himself from the heavy burden under which he lives. It is an assault on all the wisdom ideals of humanistic man; that is, man in his self-proclaimed autonomy from the true and the living God. By stressing the vanity of all things, he teaches that it is in the God of the covenant alone that the solution to man’s problem must be found, that the pagan ideals man believes in are without the slightest effect in changing his situation. It is vain to look to man. 
2. Man’s problem is not merely personal, but it is creational in scope. Therefore, the solution to his problem must involve a total renewal of the creation. 
3. Solomon’s message contains a complete civilizational program. The deliverance that man needs must set him on a new course of life in God’s creation, one that is to be directed by God’s law (12:13). At no point does the book offer escape from God’s creation, and God’s purpose for man in it, as the answer to man’s problem.[footnoteRef:12]		 [12:  Kelly, Michael W. The Burden of God] 

When, therefore, he sharply exclaims, “Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” the Preacher has in mind the condition of man as it now exists, not because man is finite but because he is fallen. His thoughts are neither the product of philosophical reflections nor of nihilistic despair. He knows the reason for the meaninglessness (or vanity) that imposes upon man’s life and experience: it is the curse of God. Consequently, the situation in which man now finds himself is not the result of the impersonal actions of nature, but of the personal actions of God against him. It is the result of judgment, not natural development. 
This is buttressed by Solomon’s emphasis that all of man’s environment is directed by God. All things have their course and aim established by God. Yet man lives in rebellion and is under the burden of God’s curse. There is no means by which mankind can escape and grasp something by which he could save himself. He is utterly lost and caught in the turmoil of that situation.
[bookmark: _962ww2aw0roc]First Discourse (1:2–2:26) | Part II (1:12–2:26)
[bookmark: _zh01qvrfihef]What Does Man Gain? – Nothing, hence Vanity
	What does man gain by all the toil
		at which he toils under the sun? —Ecclesiastes 1:3
[bookmark: _izvhzvurew7o]What is Mankind's Problem? – Sin + Death
	A generation goes, and a generation comes,
		but the earth remains forever. —Ecclesiastes 1:4
[bookmark: _ufr3nzlzamgs]What is Mankind’s Experience? – Self-defeating
	[2] Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
		vanity of vanities! All is vanity. —Ecclesiastes 1:2

[bookmark: _tlj7s9ja319s]Vanity Revisited
· Vanity = vapor/breath, signifying primarily man’s fleeting existence and inability to grasp, seize, or control the elements of life. Those things of happiness, meaning, and purpose are just out of reach.
· Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Selah (Ps 39:5)
· Paul uses the LXX word for “vanity” in Romans 8:20, translating it as “futility”:
· For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free…
· The creation is not vain in itself. Our experience or attempts to escape the consequences of sin and death are vanity and striving after the wind.
· The Vanity of life is not normal. Vanity is a result of the fall. Perpetual, meaningful, and purposed life if normal. Our experience cannot define reality. Our experience and expectations must be governed by God's creative decree.
· Further, our redemption restores us to a position of recognizing meaning and purpose. This is the whole exercise of the book of Ecclesiastes; 
· 	[2] It is the glory of God to conceal things,
		but the glory of kings is to search things out. (Proverbs 25:2)
· “I applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven.” —Ecclesiastes 1:13
· “I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life.” —Ecclesiastes 2:3 
[bookmark: _d4locd3ttf28]Earthly Wisdom (1:12–18)
“I applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven.” –Eccl 1:13
· 1:13 is the first specific mention of God (elohı̂ym) in the book. YHWH is never used.
· Man is busy in industry. This is what God made mankind for (Gen 1:28+). Jesus said to engage in economic enterprise until I come (Luke 19:13). From man's experience (under the sun), it captures no realized meaning in itself. It is an “unhappy business” and a “striving after wind” or “feed[ing] on the wind” (Hosea 12:1).
· There is a brokenness (crooked/lacking) observed in the world, and man is impotent to repair it.
· Solomon’s great possession of wisdom was not sufficient to right all that was wrong in the world.
· 1:16 Solomon acquired great wisdom. This is set against vs 17:
· 1:17 Solomon applies his heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. These are not experiential elements, but categorical definitions and antithetical distinctions. The goal is to draw a clear line of demarcation between wisdom and folly. Folly will be rejected and wisdom will be adhered to. 
· The realization with wisdom is simply a fuller and clearer picture of man's fallenness and inability to save himself. The greater knowledge brings a greater impression of the burden of God upon mankind. Wisdom cannot save or deliver the fallen sinner. Therefore the pursuit of wisdom as an end in itself is vanity. The sinner is not able to rescue himself by wisdom.

[bookmark: _npvtkjvlaji4]Selfish Pursuits (2:1–23)
“I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their life.” –Eccl 2:3 
· Can the rapture of pleasure and selfish pursuits give a means of escape from the effects of sin? Can the body at least find respite in the few days of life?
· Solomon pursued the construction of many urban and community development projects; great works, houses, vineyards, gardens, parks, and pools, filling them with trees and fruit. The word for parks means “orchard” or “paradise”. It is a nod to an attempt at a self-made garden of Eden. 
· I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. 
· there was nothing to be gained under the sun.
· I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness. 14 The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.
· yet I perceived that the same event happens to all of them.
· For of the wise as of the fool there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will have been long forgotten. How the wise dies just like the fool! 
· I must leave it to the man who will come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun.
· I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun
· all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest.

[bookmark: _oqi7aipswn0z]Nail (2:24–26)
24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
· Eating, drinking, and finding enjoyment in one's toil is from the hand of God.
· God has given wisdom, knowledge, and joy to the one who pleases him.
· The sinner has been given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God.
· The sinner's experience is vanity. Not the one who pleases God.
· The meek shall Inherit the Earth (Psalm 37:11, Matt 5:5).
[bookmark: _tgplq0joajwa]Second Discourse (3:1–5:20) | Part I (3:1–15)
[bookmark: _mmyc8jlb8pma]Nail (3:1–15)
3:1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2  a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3  a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4  a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5  a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6  a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7  a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8  a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

[bookmark: _xlotc0h71ju1]Under Heaven
· God’s perspective is higher than man
· God is the director of everything and every matter
· Heaven is the realm of perfect righteous

[bookmark: _b2k8ajbzzoew]Everything + Every Matter
· These are not mans contributions
· God’s providential ordering and governing of the world
· Nothing is exempted

[bookmark: _7097dsqj9no4]Season + Time
· The domain of man is limited to time
· The life of man is affected by sin
· Good + bad
· Beneficial + detrimental
· Affects every domain: Personal, Relational, Communal, Societal

[bookmark: _c7x88hzc52j7]Mankind’s Attempt to Control Time
· Humanism in all ages has attempted to control time
· A clear recognition of Solomon is that predestination is either by God or by man. 
· “What gain has the worker from his toil?”
· Who designates the gain from the toil of man? Is it God or man?

[bookmark: _2ear0vwe88if]This life is to be viewed in the light of the present "time" (3:1-8)
This Second Discourse goes all the way to the end of chapter 5. It is prefixed by a “nail” that ties it to the previous passage. The first nail is 3:1–15. It is comprised of two perspectives. Verses 3:1-8 have reference to “time” and verses 3:11–14 consider life from the prospect of eternity. 

These sayings are not the random ramblings of an introspective sophist. These words of truth have been weighed and studied and arranged with great care. The previous section concluded that the life of man, characterized by toil, enjoyment, wisdom, and knowledge is from the hand of God. Solomon expects his reader to recognize that life itself is a gift of God and he is going to be even more pointed about that fact in this section and he continues to drill into the purpose that God has for man. Remember that Solomon said that to the one who pleases him, God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God.

The concluding statement “This also is vanity and a striving after wind” has reference only to the sinner who has been given the business of gathering and collecting, only to have it providentially seized by God and given to one who pleases God. This statement is a recognition of God’s perfect justice and covenantal faithfulness. He will fulfill his promises and make secure his word that the meek shall inherit the earth (Psalm 37:11, Matt 5:5).

This second discourse proceeds from the perspective rested in God’s higher standpoint (under heaven) that life is a "gift of God" (3:10, 11, 12, 14) to "the man that pleaseth God" according to the context (in 2:26). Life is only a gift to the man who fears God and keeps his commandments. To the sinner, life is vanity and a striving after wind, for he can never gain a purpose or basis for life outside himself.

3:1 emphasizes the perspective of God for it is a consideration of everything and every matter under heaven. While Solomon’s intention is to say something important about the life of man, his primary purpose is to emphasize the perspective of the God who “orders” every single aspect of man’s life and actions. Solomon is not prescribing how man ought to live, but describing God’s government over all things including sin and its consequences. Noting that even in this sin-cursed world, life is preserved, harvests are abundant, joy is encountered, love is experienced, peace is obtained, and all of this is a gift of God. Creation is under the course because of man’s subjection to sin, but this world is still God’s world, and he has promised to restore it through the power and resurrection of the last Adam. The details of this restoration are not revealed to us by Solomon, but the multigenerational expectation that is clearly thrust to the forefront is that “whatever God does endures forever.”

“Everything” and “Every Matter” are all-inclusive. It leaves nothing exempted. Man therefore has no autonomous or independent ground to stand on. Everything is God-directed. Man is a creature and as such is dependent upon God for everything and every matter. Humanism has no legitimate existence. All of our life in thought and deed must take seriously the total claim of God over his creation.

Verse 11 is the pivotal verse for recognizing the link between the first section respecting “time” and the second section respecting “eternity”. All of 3:1–8 is made clear to us by reading verse 11 “He has made everything beautiful in its time.” Here we see that Solomon is concerned with God’s providential direction of time for “everything” and “every matter” in time takes place “under heaven”. That is all events that transpire on earth whether good or bad, beneficial or detrimental, are all authored and brought into existence by the providential working of God. There are no ugly surprises to God, he has appointed the beginning from the end. He has made everything beautiful (i.e. properly apportioned) in its time, and he has promised to restore the beauty of the original creation in the new heavens and new earth. All events happen when God wants them to for the very purpose for which he appointed them. The purpose of the thing ought to direct our perspective to the future.

[bookmark: _iwmexp2n8my3]This life is to be viewed especially in the light of the future age or "eternity" (3:11, 14).
9 What gain has the worker from his toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.
14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. 15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away.

[bookmark: _471gtt7biobn]Eternity has been put into man’s heart (his innermost being)
· Yet he cannot find out what God has done
· Even from his observational and analytical powers of reason and deduction
· So that he cannot find out 

[bookmark: _9jv5as7h5stw]Toil is again referenced as a gift of God.
· Joyful
· To do good

[bookmark: _rtryhhfdqav8]God’s works 
· Endure forever
· Cannot be added to
· Cannot be taken away from
· So that people fear him

[bookmark: _w9lkw9a7ijlm]Eternity
· That which is, already has been
· That wish is to be, already has been

[bookmark: _p2a6nc31119d]Seed of the Gospel Promise
· God seeks what has been driven away
[bookmark: _tlfe3n2ajo29]The Second Discource | Martin J. Wynngaarden
The second discourse involves chapters 3 to 5 inclusive. It contains three parts, first a "nail,'' then a "goad" and again a "nail." The prior discourse had also finished with a "nail" and this discourse continues in the same vein, in 3:1-15. For this second discourse proceeds from the higher standpoint that life is a "gift of God" (3:10, 11, 12, 14) to "the man that pleaseth God" according to the context (in 2:26). This life is therefore to be viewed in the light of the present "time" (3:1-8) but especially also in the light of the future age or "eternity" (3:11, 14). Viewed in the light of this higher standpoint, this part of the discourse shows that all human activities depend upon God's providential times and trials (3:1-11) and upon His dispensations (3:12-15) of temporal good to be enjoyed cheerfully (3:12-13) and of the highest good, which is eternal, and to which the fear of God leads (3:14- 15). Very evidently thus far, in this second discourse, we have what the epilogue would call a "nail."
[bookmark: _56xa1aus6qr]The Powerlessness of the Wise 1:12–3:15 | Michael W. Kelley
3:1–8 is, perhaps, one of the most well-known portions of Scripture. At the same time, it is one of the least understood, because we have generally studied the passage out of context and thus have failed to grasp its meaning within the framework of the Preacher’s strong emphasis on the God of the covenant that, as we said, came into focus at 2:24. Chapter 3 continues the thought which began there to its forceful conclusion at v. 15. When, therefore, the Preacher exclaims in 3:1, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven,” while his intention is to say something important about the life of man, his primary purpose is to emphasize the perspective of the God Who “orders” every single aspect of man’s life and actions. He does not here address men with some moral platitudes as to how they ought to order their own lives, although frequently that is precisely what he is thought to be doing. The Preacher’s concern is not to offer advice to man to teach him how best to behave; he does not prescribe, but describes.9 The Preacher means that, so far as the life of man is concerned, “God has His times and His seasons— there is a proper time for God to do things.”10 There is a structured order to the life of man, even when it involves sickness, death, and war; for, in spite of the curse, God does not permit the world, and man’s life in it, to fall into complete chaos. He makes sure there are times for birth, health and peace as well.				
The Preacher has spoken about the God of the covenant unlike the way the wise men of the nations could speak about their gods. His words are intended to have a twofold effect. For the covenant sons of Israel it is essential to realize that life is not a haphazard affair, that it is not fate or chance that governs events, but the almighty God Who has, at the same time, become their God. It is his way of saying that God is able to keep His word as it concerns them, for He alone, not man, is in charge of nature and history. Nothing could indicate more conclusively that Ecclesiastes is not a book with a stoical fatalism at the core of its outlook. Secondly, his words here are a direct challenge to secular man who desires to be god over all things. If pagan man is to achieve his most basic religious aspiration, his sovereignty must be able to control time and all that occurs in it. This has certainly been his ambition. It is the highest form his idolatry can take, which is why the Preacher attacks precisely at this vital spot.
The “burden of God,” the central concept of his book, would lack force if the Preacher had failed to emphasize God’s undivided dominion over “times and seasons.” For all that pits God in His Kingdom against man in his comes to its sharpest antithesis at this point. The sovereignty over time means power and authority over what takes place in time. That is the issue that confronts God with man in his rebellion. The precise quality of man’s rebellion lies in his supreme aspiration to make nature and history serve and glorify man. To accomplish that goal he must have the absolute lordship of time and its content. How else could he be his own god? As we mentioned earlier, ancient man certainly had that desire as a chief feature of his wisdom ideals. Rushdoony comments: “In ancient paganism...humanistic man sought to govern time by means of rites whose purpose was to control time and nature. In fertility and chaos cults, men believed that they could make nature fruitful again, wipe out past history and sins, reverse time and order, and regenerate themselves, nature, and history.”11 But we must recognize that modern man has no less a goal in mind. He has only become more sophisticated in his concepts and procedures. Modern man wishes to control all events of time mainly by means of science and politics. By these he thinks he will guarantee to himself security, peace, and prosperity.
This attitude towards time has been constant throughout history. It has proven to be a continuous failure. Perhaps it has been here that man in his rebellion has met with the greatest frustration. Since he cannot reckon with God, he cannot admit God’s lordship of time. His disappointment, especially in the modern world, has led him to adopt an alternative attitude towards time. While many still place great faith in man’s quest to control time, increasingly many have turned to what they think is the only hope left, to escape time. To escape time is to escape responsibility for all one’s deeds; it is the nihilistic mind which seeks order through chaos and disorder. But this is equally futile, as the Preacher tauntingly asserts: “What does the worker gain from his toil?” (v.9)
But the Preacher does not leave matters there. He addresses the covenant people with positive words of hope. Reminding them of “the burden of God” (v.10), he directs their thoughts to God’s covenant faithfulness—“He has made everything beautiful in its time.” (v.11) It is his way of saying that God will ultimately make all things beautiful in time. God can do so because He alone is lord of man’s time. It is not their task, then, to be gods over time. They must entrust themselves to God instead of attempting to “fathom” God’s doings. However, this is no encouragement to idleness and passivity, for the Preacher issues a positive order for what God’s people should do with the time God gives them. “...there is nothing better for [covenant] men than to be happy and do good while they live...[to] eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—this is the gift of God.” (vv. 12f) God calls His people neither to control time nor to escape time, but to use their time “while they live” to do good. The Preacher well knows that the only good God recognizes is that which conforms with His law-word. David had certainly recognized his responsibility in this regard, for he confesses, “My times are in your hands....” (Ps. 31:15) In Ps. 34:1 he adds, “I will extol the Lord at all times....” Moreover, the good that David would perform was found in God’s law, for he declares, “My soul is consumed with longing for your law at all times.” (Ps. 119:20) Again, “Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly [i.e., at all times] do what is right.” (Ps. 106:3) It is this injunction that was also on Paul’s mind when he wrote, “Be careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity [i.e., redeeming the time]....” (Eph. 5:15) The covenant people are to live responsibly before God. To bolster their conidence in this respect, the Preacher concludes that “everything God does will endure forever.” (v.14) God does not give man sovereignty over time, because God wants men to “revere Him.” (v.14) And we can be certain that the works of righteousness we perform, as well as the deeds of wicked- ness that men do, will be remembered, for “God will call the past to account.” (v.15) Rushdoony summarizes the matter well: “For the believer, time is God’s appointed area for man’s opportunity and fulillment.... The Christian is a pilgrim who refuses to find permanency in time.... In Christ, who is his redeemer, he finds his newness of life and the marching orders for time, so he is fixed as to his faith, and on the march in time.”12 
				
			
		

				
			
		


				
			
		


[bookmark: _4qpnij31bszo]Second Discourse (3:1–5:20) | Part II (3:16–4:16)
[bookmark: _9z6o43qf7ba5]Goad
[3:16] Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. [17] I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for every work. [18] I said in my heart with regard to the children of man that God is testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts. [19] For what happens to the children of man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. [20] All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. [21] Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth? [22] So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what will be after him? (ESV)

[4:1] Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. [2] And I thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who are still alive. [3] But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.

[4] Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man’s envy of his neighbor. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

[5] The fool folds his hands and eats his own flesh.

[6] Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind.

[7] Again, I saw vanity under the sun: [8] one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business.

[9] Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. [10] For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! [11] Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? [12] And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

[13] Better was a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no longer knew how to take advice. [14] For he went from prison to the throne, though in his own kingdom he had been born poor. [15] I saw all the living who move about under the sun, along with that youth who was to stand in the king’s place. [16] There was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those who come later will not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a striving after wind. (ESV)

[bookmark: _r1c28w6hdkg9]In the place of justice/righteousness, there is wickedness
· City of man
· “Under the sun … even there is wickedness” (16)
· Any attempt by man to attain justice or righteousness by his own means will result in wickedness. Man cannot attain either personal or societal righteousness in his own strength.
· Covenant of God
· “God will judge the righteous and the wicked” (17)
· Only when man submits to God’s covenant is there a recognition that justice and righteousness proceed from God alone and it triumphs over the wicked.
Keep in mind that Solomon has just stressed that God seeks what is driven away (3:15). Throughout this next section Solomon wants his audience to take comfort in God’s Covenant promise. To reject God’s covenant is to embrace all the vanity under the sun. It is either freedom or futility.

[bookmark: _7x2a66wfwlhm]Ethan the Ezrahite/Zerahite 
For [Solomon] was wiser than all other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol, and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. (1 Kings 4:31)

Judah[footnoteRef:13] [13:  1 Chronicles 2] 

· Bath-shua 
· Er—X
· Onan—X
· Shelah—?
· Tamar
· Perez >>>>>>>>> David > Solomon
· Zerah / Ezrah
· Zimri
· Ethan 		“perennial, ever-flowing, permanence” 
· Heman 	“to confirm, support”
· Calcol 		“to comprehend, contain”
· Dara/Darda 	“walk rapidly, shield”

Ethan and Heman (the king’s seers[footnoteRef:14]) are contemporaries with Solomon. They are biological Levites,[footnoteRef:15] but their prophetic[footnoteRef:16] wisdom perspective is identified with the name of Zerah / Ezrah whose sons were wise men during the sojourn in Egypt. [14:  1 Chronicles 25:5; 2 Chronicles 35:15]  [15:  1 Chronicles 6:33, 6:44; 15:17–19; 16:41–42 (Jeduthun); 25:1–6]  [16:  1 Chronicles 25:1] 

Ethan the Ezrahite as David’s seer would have been influential in Solomon’s education. The Bible magnifies Solomon’s wisdom over all others but calls out Ethan the Ezrahite specifically as the chief comparison. Solomon would have been taught the Psalms, which are extensively consumed with revealing that God is testing the children of man. 

[bookmark: _dvc3ufjrzxap]Psalms – ”God is testing the children of man” (18)
The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. (11:4) … to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. (14:2), … he sees all the children of man; (33:13) to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. (53:2)

We have one of the Psalms that Ethan the Ezrahite composed. Verse 47 identifies the very same themes that the Goad section in the Second Discourse of Ecclesiastes is identifying.

Psalm 89:46–48 | A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
	[46] How long, O LORD? Will you hide yourself forever?
		How long will your wrath burn like fire?
	[47] Remember how short my time is!
		For what vanity you have created all the children of man!
	[48] What man can live and never see death?
		Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah (ESV)

God’s testing of the children of man is to ascertain whether man understands the world God made. Does he recognize his frailty and the consequences of sin? Solomon does, and he reveals this testing to us by saying:

“what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. [20] All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. [21] Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth?”

There is a sameness in that both man and animal die, but there is a marked difference in their final destinations. Man is to be concerned that the spirit of man will go up to bear the judgment of God.

Man is not given the full knowledge of the future. Man cannot “see what will be after him” (22). Man’s purpose and joy come from the work he was made to do when he sets his hand to that work for this is man's appointed lot from God.

[bookmark: _z66ibzn8eurw]“The oppressions that are done under the sun”
Under the sun is the interpretive framework for these oppressions. Oppression is an effect of sin. Oppression is when fallen persons exercise illegitimate and abusive authority or “power” over others. Authority is good when exercised within God’s structures. Authority is oppressive when it is exercised outside of God’s structures. 

City of man which rejects the covenant:
· Oppressor and Oppressed
· Tyrant or the tyranny of the majority (mob).
· No one to comfort outside of God’s covenant structure.
· The dead and unborn are more fortunate in the city of man.
· Productivity is only spurred on by envy in the city of man.
· The Fool rejects any toil for a false quietness
· The end result is vanity and a striving after wind. (4:4, 6)

It is not good that man should be alone; both a wife and community are in view. 7–8 demonstrate the folly of the man who builds alone. Followed by 9–12 where banding together produces magnified strength and ability. Friendship and accountability are a byproduct of covenant life. Outside the covenant mankind serves mammon/money as his master, within the covenant view of life, money serves the purpose of God in stewarding the prosperity of creation. Wealth is not an end in itself, but God’s good reward for our toil (9).

Even confidence in a prince is vanity. There is a foreshadowing of Jeroboam in this passage.
1 Kings 11:40
[40] Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled into Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. (ESV)

[bookmark: _vizr0gt5n4za]Second Discourse (3:1–5:20) | Part III (5:1–20)
[bookmark: _1er34noijomd]Nail
[5:1] Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. [2] Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. [3] For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words.

[4] When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. [5] It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. [6] Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands? [7] For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear.

[bookmark: _6lr76f6rp3ff]The House of God (5:1)
· Solomon has just finished outlining the life of the fallen man who is living a life full of envy, oppression, injustice, slothfulness, and joyless toil under the sun.
· Solomon turns in chapter 5 to address the covenant man. This is the one who goes to the house of God. This is the man who seeks to live a life of faith, resting in the promise of the Covenant that God has made for his people.
· Verse 5 clearly demonstrates that Solomon is not speaking of wisdom in a general ancient Eastern variety. He is speaking of wisdom in terms of man's covenant relationship with God. 
· Is he a covenant keeper or covenant breaker?  
· Does he seek to live in the presence of God? 
· Does he frequently entreat God’s dwelling place? 
· Does he seek to order his steps, voice, and heart upon fearing the LORD or does he fear man?
· What does the Temple symbolize or illustrate to the people of Israel?
· God’s redemption, name, people, dwelling place, worship, favor, communion, 

[bookmark: _f0ernqrpf1tm]“Guard Your Steps” (5:1)
· Solomon rests his wisdom and instruction on the Mosaic ordinances. 
· The law of God is central to Solomon’s educational curriculum. 
· The word of God is paramount in Solomon’s mind, “draw near to listen”.
· Three warnings are given to guard your own speech: be not rash, be not hasty, and let your words be few.

10 Commandments pertaining to vows
1. Guard your steps
a. Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:5)
2. Be not rash with your mouth 
a. 	“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
		as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
	Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
		and to listen than the fat of rams. (1 Samuel 15:22)
3. [Don’t] let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God
a. If you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty of sin. (Deuteronomy 23:22)
4. Let your words be few
a. 	When words are many, transgression is not lacking,
		but whoever restrains his lips is prudent. (Proverbs 10:19)
5. Do not delay paying [your vow]
a. “If you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay fulfilling it, for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and you will be guilty of sin. (Deuteronomy 23:21)
6. Pay what you vow
a. “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. (Leviticus 19:13)
7. Let not your mouth lead you into sin 
a. You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips (Deuteronomy 23:23a)
8. Do not say before the messenger that [your vow] was a mistake
a. You have voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your mouth. (Deuteronomy 23:23b)
9. God is the one you must fear
a. It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. (Deuteronomy 6:13)
10. Do not be amazed [at injustice]

[bookmark: _63gimmy53h02]“The Sacrifice of Fools” (5:1) — Set in contrast to the Listening Wise
· Ignorant practitioners of evil
· Fools voice many words
· God has no pleasure in fools

God’s temple is the place of his self-revelation. It is not the place for man to demand or explain things to God, but a place to listen and hear the Word of God, so that we might head and fear.

Everything under the sun has been given to man to investigate and probe with wisdom. But the Temple, as the place of God’s word revelation, is not the place for man's wisdom to investigate. We are to submit ourselves to the obedience of his word humbly.

God has asserted his Lordship over all of the creation: “God is in heaven, and you are on earth”. If we trespass against God’s word and revelation, if we vow and live contrary to our covenant oath, God will be angry at [our] voice and destroy the work of [our] hands.

[bookmark: _wgpv4z4sszmh]“Do Not Be Amazed” (5:8)
“Unless man is willing to come to terms with his sin and God’s curse he remains powerless to produce anything but a burdensome tyranny. It is only by turning to the God of the covenant and His word that any hope exists of escaping this inevitability.”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  The Burden of God pg. 98] 


The expectation of Solomon is that fallen man will aspire to rule, guard, and keep. These are integral to the purpose of mankinds creation, but outside of God’s covenant, these functions are distorted and aimed at selfish ambitions. We are not to be amazed at this. It is the consistent application of a fallen mind and will to the problem of sin. Only God’s law applied by a covenant people can produce a free and prosperous society. The covenant people of God are only salt and light when they listen and apply God’s word to every area of their thought and life activity.



[8] If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. [9] But this is gain for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields.

[10] He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. [11] When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their owner but to see them with his eyes? [12] Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.

[13] There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, [14] and those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand. [15] As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand. [16] This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? [17] Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.

[18] Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. [19] Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. [20] For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.

[bookmark: _swm98uq55721]“Do Not Be Amazed”
· We should not be surprised when people abuse authority.
· Plato conceived of the civil ruler as an altruistic person. 
· Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. —Psalm 146:3 (ESV)
· False perspective:
· “power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely” 
· Proper perspective:
· “power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely”[footnoteRef:18] [18:  “I cannot accept your canon that we are to judge Pope and King unlike other men, with a favourable presumption that they did no wrong. If there is any presumption it is the other way against holders of power, increasing as the power increases. Historic responsibility has to make up for the want of legal responsibility. Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men, even when they exercise influence and not authority: still more when you superadd the tendency or the certainty of corruption by authority. There is no worse heresy than that the office sanctifies the holder of it. That is the point at which the negation of Catholicism and the negation of Liberalism meet and keep high festival, and the end learns to justify the means. You would hang a man of no position, like Ravaillac; but if what one hears is true, then Elizabeth asked the gaoler to murder Mary, and William III ordered his Scots minister to extirpate a clan. Here are the greater names coupled with the greater crimes. You would spare these criminals, for some mysterious reason. I would hang them, higher than Haman, for reasons of quite obvious justice; still more, still higher, for the sake of historical science.” —Lord Acton to Bishop Creighton, 1887] 

· Power, Puissance, Authority, Headship, and Hierarchy are good things when exercised in godly and holy ways. Solomon is pointing out that the heart of man determines the exercise of power for righteous ends or unrighteous ends.
· [45] The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. —Luke 6:45 (ESV)
· 	[7] The lips of the wise spread knowledge;
		not so the hearts of fools. —Proverbs 15:7 (ESV)
[bookmark: _y078z1z5cp47]“A King Committed to Cultivated Fields is Gain for a Land in Every Way”
· A king committed to chariots is one committed to war and that drains resources.
· These are not even the king's own fields, but the fields of his commonwealth.
· Peace leads to productivity which results in prosperity.
· [3] For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, [4] for he is God’s servant for your good.  —Romans 13:3–4 (ESV)

[bookmark: _dnbgrjful0wi]“He… Will Not Be Satisfied” (5:10)
· The fallen man cannot escape from the power of “want.”
· Because of the fall, the power of accomplishment has been forfeited (vanity).
· Mankind was equipped to build the kingdom of God. 
· Augustine’s famous epigram, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in You [God],” has captured the quintessential problem and has posed the only solution.
· “Want” is not a product of the fall, but it has been corrupted in the fallen man.
· Man’s original want was to pattern his life after God
· Since the fall, it is to desire to gain for oneself but never be satisfied.
The ability to enjoy wealth and possessions is a gift from God (v. 19). The fallen man will not be satisfied. In fact, his riches will become his own hurt. God will use his lust-filled greed to poison his own soul, and his wealth and possessions will ultimately be stripped from him and his offspring dispossessed. 

[25] In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. [26] He took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house. He took away everything. He also took away all the shields of gold that Solomon had made, (1 Kings 14:25–26)

The one “who loves wealth” will only eat in darkness, and experience much vexation and sickness and anger all his days (v. 17). He will go from this world as he came; he has nothing (v. 14) and he shall take nothing (v. 15).

[10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. —1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV)
[bookmark: _1jahga2biekk]“Sweet Is the Sleep of a Laborer” (5:12)
· Instead of loving money, mankind should love toil, work, and labor.
· Man was made for work. Thus a man who labors well will enjoy the sweet respite of rest and sleep as is fitting for the one who is content in the occupation and endeavor which God has directed his hand.
· One who devotes themselves to industry will enjoy sweet rest and respite.

[bookmark: _gm8wyhilapb8]“The Full Stomach of the Rich Will Not Let Him Sleep” (5:12)
· For the one who loves money, the fretfulness of its loss will not permit joy or rest.
· Even though has can obtain all he desires, he is never satiated or satisfied.

[bookmark: _n5w6liq7inl2]“There is a Grevious Evil” (5:13) / ”This is a Grevious Evil” (5:16)
· Under the Sun (works of man apart from God’s kingdom)
· “riches were kept by their owner to his hurt”
· Horded riches poison the soul. Greed and covetousness are gangrene that affects the rest of our life.
· “riches were lost in a bad venture”
· Man is not able to foresee the future, he is not able to determine or predestine the world around him.
· “he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand”
· The consequences of our actions affect generations after us. A foolish man does not perceive anything beyond himself.
· “​​he … shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand.”
· Man ought to recognize that he is not in charge here. Whatever power or wealth he has vanishes at his death.
· “just as he came, so shall he go”
· He came without anything. He shall go without taking anything.
· “what gain is there to him who toils for the wind?”
· No gain is truly possible. God controls all, and no enjoyment is possible, for that alone comes from the hand of God. 
· “all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.”
· This is a truly lonely experience. It is darkness because it is without hope and purpose. The love of money has no end. There is no satisfaction to want. There is no completion of desire. Greed begets more greed. More is always desired.

Solomon restates many ideas and adds to man's blessed state in the purpose of God; power to enjoy wealth, and being kept occupied with joy in one's heart so that the days of trouble or toil are not much remembered.

[bookmark: _hwlshuthsgvf]Solomon’s Purpose: “I Said to My Heart, ”
“Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy [ṭôb] yourself.” (2:1 ESV)
“Come now, I will test you with gladness, so that you will see good [ṭôb] things.” (2:1 LSB)
Nail #1 | Ecclesiastes 2:24–26 | enjoyment = good (LSB)
· [24] There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment [ṭôb] in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, [25] for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? [26] For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. (ESV)

Nail #2 | Ecclesiastes 3:9–14 | pleasure = good (LSB)
· [9] What gain has the worker from his toil? [10] I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. [11] He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. [12] I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; [13] also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure [ṭôb] in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. … [14] God has done it, so that people fear before him. (ESV)

Nail #3 | Ecclesiastes 5:18–20 | enjoyment = good (LSB)
· [18] Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment [ṭôbâ] in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. [19] Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. [20] For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart. (ESV)

[bookmark: _i2oisvj8dqpb]Third Discourse (6:1–7:29) | Part I (6:1–12)
[bookmark: _c2v4sxc3ccdr]Goad (6:1–12)
· A man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil. (6:2)
· a stillborn child is better off than he. (6:3)
· In darkness the child’s name is covered.
· Moreover, [the child] has not seen Shemesh[footnoteRef:19] or known anything.[footnoteRef:20] (6:5) [19:  This is the only place in the book of Ecclesiestes where there is no article before “sun”. This would seem to indicate that the proper name of Shemesh, the Canannaitish sun god, is in view, and not a reference to the celestial object of the sun in the sky.]  [20:  “Known anything” in the Targum is: “the light of the law he seeth not; and knoweth not between good and evil, to judge between this world and that to come.” In the Vulgate Latin version: “neither knows the difference of good and evil.”] 

[bookmark: _8o8tnkwvwwbl]Nail (7:1–29)
The Blessed, and good state of man

[bookmark: _t68ch1e69iyw]“Under the Sun” (6:1, 12)
The Goad of the third discourse opens and closes with a reference to life “under the sun”. This is indicative of man’s experience and attempt to live life apart from God. 

[bookmark: _dqevcbrz1r6d]God Does Not Give Him Power to Enjoy Them
· “for apart from [God] who can eat or who can have enjoyment?” (2:25)
· Earlier Solomon discussed “the oppressions that are done under the sun.” (4:1)
· Man’s envy of his neighbor leads him to emass riches and wealth (4:4)
· The burden of God on fallen man prevents him from enjoying the good things that God gives. 
· Riches, wealth, and prosperity, are good things (Deut 29:9, 1 Kings 2:3). 
· But they are only a blessing to people of the covenant. Those outside the covenant bear them as a mark of judgement and frustration. 
[bookmark: _y9ohb05wt3wp]
[bookmark: _f4vpbkqt4utk]Shemesh
· The Canannite sun-god.
· Beth-Shemesh, temple of the sun.[footnoteRef:21] Located on the boarder of Dan and Judah. [21:  Joshua 15:10; 19:22, 38; 21:16; Judges 1:33; 1 Samuel 6:9–20; 1 Kings 4:9, 2 Kings 14:11–13; 2 Chronicles 25:21–23; 28:18] 

· One of the judgements of God upon Israel was their being given over to worship the celestial objects of the heavens. 
· But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:
	“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,
		during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
	You took up the tent of Moloch
		and the star of your god Rephan,
		the images that you made to worship;
	and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’ —Acts 7:42–43 (ESV)
· Samson (shameem), strength of the sun. 
· 	For the LORD God is a sun and shield;
		the LORD bestows favor and honor.
	No good thing does he withhold
		from those who walk uprightly. —Psalm 84:11 (ESV)
· “Solomon build high places… for all his foreign wives.”
· [4] For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. [5] For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. [6] So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. [7] Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. [8] And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. —1 Kings 11:4–8 (ESV)
· Gill on Chemosh[footnoteRef:22] [22:  https://biblehub.com/commentaries/jeremiah/48-7.htm] 

· Philo the Jew (Allegor. l. 2. p. 104.) explains thus; that is, thy people and power are found blind, and deprived of sight; and says that Chemosh is interpreted "as groping", or feeling, which is the property of one that cannot see. "Mosh" in Hebrew signifies to grope or feel; and "caph" is a servile letter, and a note of similitude; and by another Jewish writer (R. Iedaia Habadreshi, Bechinat Olam, c. 30. p.) Chemosh is called the god of the blind.
· very probably the sun was worshipped by the Moabites under this name, which may be so called from its swiftness; for the Arabic word, "camash", signifies swift and hastening; as the sun is to run its race.
[bookmark: _wpd94sx7r48u]Third Discourse (6:1–7:29) | Part II (7:1–14)
[bookmark: _44ybncpftbth]Goad (6:1–12)
· A man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil. (6:2)
· a stillborn child is better off than he. (6:3)
· In darkness the child’s name is covered.
· Moreover, [the child] has not seen Shemesh[footnoteRef:23] or known anything.[footnoteRef:24] (6:5) [23:  This is the only place in the book of Ecclesiestes where there is no article before “sun”. This would seem to indicate that the proper name of Shemesh, the Canannaitish sun god, is in view, and not a reference to the celestial object of the sun in the sky.]  [24:  “Known anything” in the Targum is: “the light of the law he seeth not; and knoweth not between good and evil, to judge between this world and that to come.” In the Vulgate Latin version: “neither knows the difference of good and evil.”] 

· Life "under the sun" is at any rate sketched here, in Chapter 6, in malam partem, presenting a goading situation. 
[bookmark: _n9ta3wx37gz2]Nail (7:1–29)
· But Chapter 7 involves a contrast. Infinitely "better" (7:1–11) is the "name" 7:1 and the state of the man whose "wisdom is as good as an inheritance, yea more excellent is it for them that see the sun" (7:11). Here seeing the sun appears in bonam partem. This wisdom doth "consider the work of God" in providence (7:1–14); it "feareth God" (7:18) in spite of the incongruities of this life (7:15–18); and it giveth "strength to the wise" (7:19) in spite of the difficulties of its attainment (7:19-28). These difficulties, and incongruities are due to man's depravity, since "God made man upright" (7:29). Evidently this entire seventh chapter is what the Epilogue would designate as a "nail."
· Chapter 7 presents the “better”, “good”, or “blessed” perspective of life.
· The fallen man can only take the world for what it appears to be (“under the sun”), he has no basis for certainty and no expectation of hope for anything better. Life for him is as real as a shadow, it has the appearance of the thing, but it is not the thing itself.
· The covenant man knows “what has come has already been named”. God has ordained it. This gives him certainty and hope in life and in death. 
· This is a return to the very first theme of Eccesiastes (1:1–11; 2:25)
· Every aspect of life comes into focus and bears moral responsibility for him.
· “A good name is better than precious ointment”
· “It’s better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting”
· “Sorrow is better than laughter”
· “It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise”
· “Better is the end of a thing than its beginning”
· “the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit”
· “Wisdom is good with an inheritance, an advantage to those who see the sun”
· The end of life bears the judgement, and for the one who is in covenant with God, who draw nears to listen to the voice of God (5:1), this one who has already been named by God (6:4, 10) will receive the reward of a good inheritance for his eyes can see the world for what it is (7:11) as this one has been made straight by God (7:13).
· The life of the one who bears a “good name” frequents the places of death and takes it to heart (7:2). His hope is not in the world which is “under the sun”. His hope is in the Messiah, and the resurrection from the dead. That’s why the day of death is better than the day of birth for by sadness of face the heart is made glad.
· [21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. —Philippians 1:21 (ESV)
· The truly wise comprehend this. Not wisdom as compared by the world, but that wisdom that comes from the fear of God.
· 	[10] The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
		and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
	—Proverbs 9:10 (ESV)
· The fool is the one who rejects God, and the takes the world for what it appears to be; a place of revelry, self-satisfaction, and lustful pleasure. He will be found feasting, singin, and laughing in the house of mirth. Even the worldly wise will be driven to madness and the heart will further it’s own curruption. 
· For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, / so is the laughter of the fools
· The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. —Proverbs 16:4
· The foolish and self-deceptive long for the so called better days of the past. There is an implicit rebuke for those who see the future in terms of futility as if the best was in the former days. The truly wise man recognizes that the future belongs to the LORD.
· [18] Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. [19] For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” [20] and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” [21] So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, [22] whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, [23] and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 
—1 Corinthians 3:18–23 (ESV)
· The true assurance of the covenant man is that he is known by God for wisdom preserves the life of the one who has it. The protection of wisdom is like the protection of money. True wisdom protects one from evil. The redeemed person has the advantage of knowing God and being known and named by God. This means that the redeemed have the ability to know, understand, and act on the will of God. 

[bookmark: _2cnjhh55k7f3]“Consider the Work of God”
· The final result is that the redeemed man can consider the works of God. 
· He can recognize the crooked thing made straight by God.
· He can recognize the day of prosperity: In it be joyful.
· He can recognize the day of adversity: In it consider the work of God.
· [That] God has made one as well as the other so that man may not find out anything that will be after him.
· Man by his own efforts cannot straighted what God has made crooked. Implicet in this statement is that nothing is to powerful for God. It is only through the conforming of our lives and will to the Word and will of God that anything will be made straight. 
· The evironment is symptom of the true problem, which is sin.
· No person can attain everlasting life by being good.
· No person can by his own efforts drive folly out of another. 
· No institution can change the environment of a person to effectively rehabilitate them.
· No social planner can construct a unopia.
· God’s curse on mankind is a result of the fall.
· Only God’s grace as the preemptive catalist can brign about peace and righteousness.
· [19] For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. [20] For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope [21] that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. [22] For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. [23] And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
—Romans 8:19–23 (ESV)
· 	[3] A voice cries:
	“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
		make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
	[4] Every valley shall be lifted up,
		and every mountain and hill be made low;
	the uneven ground shall become level,
		and the rough places a plain.
	[5] And the glory of YHWH shall be revealed,
		and all flesh shall see it together,
		for the mouth of YHWH has spoken.” 
	—Isaiah 40:3–5 (ESV)
· “Consider the work of God”
· The mighty works of God are the works of God’s deliverence from Egypt. A type of our deliverance from sin. (Psalm 78)
	[1] Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
		incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
	[2] I will open my mouth in a parable;
		I will utter dark sayings from of old,
	[3] things that we have heard and known,
		that our fathers have told us.
	[4] We will not hide them from their children,
		but tell to the coming generation
	the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,
		and the wonders that he has done.
	
	
	[5] He established a testimony in Jacob
		and appointed a law in Israel,
	which he commanded our fathers
		to teach to their children,
	[6] that the next generation might know them,
		the children yet unborn,
	and arise and tell them to their children,
	[7] 	so that they should set their hope in God
	and not forget the works of God,
		but keep his commandments;
	[8] and that they should not be like their fathers,
		a stubborn and rebellious generation,
	a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
		whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
—Psalm 78:1–8 (ESV)
· Psalm 145:10–13
	[10] All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
		and all your saints shall bless you!
	[11] They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
		and tell of your power,
	[12] to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
		and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
	[13] Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
		and your dominion endures throughout all generations.	
	
	[The LORD is faithful in all his words
		and kind in all his works.] (ESV)
· Psalm 150:2
	[2] Praise him for his mighty deeds;
		praise him according to his excellent greatness! (ESV)
· Deuteronomy 3:24
[24] ‘O Lord GOD, you have only begun to show your servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as yours? (ESV)
[bookmark: _t4w89mo18d6m]Ecclesiastes 7:1–14
	[1] A good name is better than precious ointment, (Prov 22:1)
		and the day of death than the day of birth.
	[2] It is better to go to the house of mourning
		than to go to the house of feasting,
	for this is the end of all mankind,
		and the living will lay it to heart.
	[3] Sorrow is better than laughter,
		for by sadness of face the heart is made glad.
	[4] The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning,
		but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.
	[5] It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise
		than to hear the song of fools.
	[6] For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, (22:5)
		so is the laughter of the fools; (22:15)
		this also is vanity.
	[7] Surely oppression drives the wise into madness,
		and a bribe corrupts the heart.
	[8] Better is the end of a thing than its beginning,
		and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. (Prov 22:4)
	[9] Be not quick in your spirit to become angry,
		for anger lodges in the heart of fools.
	[10] Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?”
		For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.
	[11] Wisdom is good with an inheritance,
		an advantage to those who see the sun.
	[12] For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money,
		and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it. (Prov 22:12)
	[13] Consider the work of God:
		who can make straight what he has made crooked? 

[14] In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him. (ESV)
[bookmark: _k123ajaqksv1]Third Discourse (6:1–7:29) | Part III (7:15–29)
[bookmark: _wy4cda7vc7u6]Goad (6:1–12)
· A man to whom God gives wealth, possessions, and honor, so that he lacks nothing of all that he desires, yet God does not give him power to enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them. This is vanity; it is a grievous evil. (6:2)
· a stillborn child is better off than he. (6:3)
· In darkness the child’s name is covered.
· Moreover, [the child] has not seen Shemesh[footnoteRef:25] or known anything.[footnoteRef:26] (6:5) [25:  This is the only place in the book of Ecclesiestes where there is no article before “sun”. This would seem to indicate that the proper name of Shemesh, the Canannaitish sun god, is in view, and not a reference to the celestial object of the sun in the sky.]  [26:  “Known anything” in the Targum is: “the light of the law he seeth not; and knoweth not between good and evil, to judge between this world and that to come.” In the Vulgate Latin version: “neither knows the difference of good and evil.”] 

· Life "under the sun" is at any rate sketched here, in Chapter 6, in malam partem, presenting a goading situation. 
[bookmark: _ddo8pnc0pkc9]Nail (7:1–29)
Review
· Better is a good name
· Consider the works of God
· who can make straight what he has made crooked?
· God has made the day of prosperity [to be joyful], and the day of adversity [to consider what God has hidden].
Solomon is teaching us how to think about Sin and Evil. 
· It’s not a doctrinal theis. It’s a provocation of our heart, effections, desires, etc.
· Jude is an excellent example of this:
· [10] But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively. [11] Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion. [12] These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; [13] wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. —Jude 10–13 (ESV)
[bookmark: _xqwcvtq4c8xf]Straight/Crooked (13–18)
· “Who can make straight what he has made crooked?”
· Not man, only God.
· “The Work of God”, “he has made”, “God has made”
· “So that man may not find out..”
· Catch, discover, overtake, possess
· Mankind cannot effect the straightening of the crooked world.
· “There is a righteous man who perishes in/by his righteousness”/”There is a wicked man who prolongs his life in/by his evildoing.”
· Be not overly righteous / be not overly wicked
· Do no make yourself to wise / neither be a fool
· Why should you destroy yourself? / Why should you die before your time?
· Do not take the place of God. Do not be self-righteous.
· Do not think that by your efforts or will you can remake the world.
· You cannot make straight, what God has made crooked.
· It is good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand
· This is convoluted english sentence which plainy means in Hebrew grab onto this thing, failing to grab is not an option.
· The one who fears God shall come out from both of them.
· We must fear God and obey.
· We must life by faith
· Solomon knows that God has promised to righten the world and remove the consequences of sin and death. 
· He warns that we cannot accomplish that, and we must submit ourselves to the will of God.
· The promise is that the one who fears God shall come out.
[bookmark: _ia0px6lu1bf0]Wisdom Gives Strength (19–22)
· Continuation from above in real life examples
· The proper role of Wisdom is the application of God’s word to the situations of life.
· Wisdom gives strength. 
· The contrast is between the one who recognizes God’s purpose and ten rulers in a city.
· We must not set our confidence in princes
· Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. —Psalm 146:3
· There is no righteous man on earth who never sins
· Our hope is not in the works of man. 
· No man can reverse the course.
· there is no one who does not sin —1 Kings 8:46
· for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God —Romans 3:23
· You have coursed others
· Each one of us have exhibited the symptoms of the fall. 
· The contrast is exibited between the single event of someone sinning against us and the multitude of times we have sinned against others.
· the LORD searches every heart and understands every desire and every thought. —1 Chronicles 28:9
[bookmark: _nuh3xqs6kqdb]“This Alone I Found” / “They Have Sought Out Many Schemes”
· “I Will Be Wise” / “Who Can Find It Out?” (23–29)
·  I find something more bitter than death
· the woman whose heart is snares and nets, and whose hands are fetters
· Solomon’s personal testimony of his many pagan wives and concubines.
· 700 wives and 300 concubines (one among a thousand)
· [3] He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. —1 Kings 11:3 (ESV)
· Who were princesses
· Niall Noígíallach | Niall of the Nine Hostages
· One among a thousand
· by this one of a thousand, is meant the, Messiah, the Wisdom of God, he sought for, Ecclesiastes 7:25; and now says he found; to whom he looked for peace, pardon, and atonement, under a sense of his sins; who is the messenger, an interpreter, one among a thousand; yea, who is the chiefest among ten thousands, Job 33:23; who is superior to angels and men, in the dignity of his person; in the perfection, purity, and holiness of his nature; in the excellency of his names; in his offices and relations; and in his concern in the affairs of grace and salvation; and who is to be found by every truly wise and gracious soul that seeks him early and earnestly, in the word and ordinances, under the illumination and direction of the blessed Spirit.
· [25] I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. —Ecclesiastes 7:25 (ESV)
· 	[23] If there be for him an angel,
		a mediator, one of the thousand,
		to declare to man what is right for him, —Job 33:23 (ESV)
· 
[bookmark: _l180opcchmwx]Ecclesiastes 7:13–29
	[13] Consider the work of God:
		who can make straight what he has made crooked?

[14] In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him.

[15] In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing. [16] Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy yourself? [17] Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your time? [18] It is good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out from both of them.

[19] Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city.

[20] Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.

[21] Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. [22] Your heart knows that many times you yourself have cursed others.

[23] All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me. [24] That which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it out?

[25] I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. [26] And I find something more bitter than death: the woman whose heart is snares and nets, and whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God escapes her, but the sinner is taken by her. [27] Behold, this is what I found, says the Preacher, while adding one thing to another to find the scheme of things—[28] which my soul has sought repeatedly, but I have not found. One man among a thousand I found, but a woman among all these I have not found. [29] See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes. (ESV)
[bookmark: _k6zz3dd949qj]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part I (8:1–13)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail
[bookmark: _t7l7iq95p3ak]The Wise / The Interpretation
· The truly wise rightly apply the command of the king. Their pride is crushed and they are changed into humble servants.
[bookmark: _itc6tor9ycag]I Keep the Kings Command
· Solomon is saying that he keeps God’s commands because he is a man of the covenant. The one who recognizes that the king is supreme will know the just way.
· The Bible never pits grace against law. Law is denied as a means of justification. We are wholly reliant upon God’s grace and it is no work of ours that merits us justification. 
· Law, obedience, and submission to the will of God is the characteristic element of the life of one who is a partaker of the covenant. This applies old and new.
[bookmark: _o0vc1ukeutry]“Does Whatever He Pleases”
· This is characteristic of any man who is in rebelion against God. 
· Any “wisdom” that is not Biblical is folly
· Any logical deduction that begins with wrong presuppositions is in error.
· Any solution to a problem that is not in accord with God’s law is a bad solution.
· Man will attempt to remake the world, but he will do it to the hurt of others.
[bookmark: _9arart8g65m9]Who Knows the Interpretation of a Thing?
They used to go in and out of the holy place and were praised in the city where they had done such [wicked] things. (No neutrality, man is God’s vicegerent for good or evil)
· Education
· “The Just Way”
· Deut 6:7–9; Psalm 1:1–3; Matt 28:20; Eph 6:1–4; 
· Familial Education, Fear of the Lord, 
· “Fully Set to Do Evil”
· Psalm 1:1–3; Prov 1:7–19; Luke 6:39; 1 Cor 15:33, 34
· Do not go to the pagans, No public school education, 
· Science
· “The Just Way”
· Genesis 1:28–31; Proverbs 12:10; Luke 6:43–44; 2 Peter 3:5–6
· God made all things good, Care for Animals, Catastrophism, Cultivation, Agronomy,
· “Fully Set to Do Evil”
· Proverbs 8:36; Luke 6:43–44; 2 Peter 3:4
· Love Death, Uniformitarianism
· Economics
· “The Just Way”
· Deut 15:4, Rom 13:8, Prov 6:1–5; 13:22; Luke 14:28
· Owe no man anything, Care for the Poor, Resist Debt, Leave an Inheritance, Count the Cost
· “Fully Set to Do Evil”
· Ex 20:15; Lev 19:11; Deut 5:19; Deut 15:11; 24:15; Prov 3:27–28
· Steal, Get rich quick, defraud, withhold payment
· Courts
· “The Just Way”
· Ex 18:19–23; 1 Kings 3:16–28; Matt 1:19; Rom 13:4–5
· Justice, Righteousness, Prosperous, Victims Rights, Servant for Good, Representative of God
· “Fully Set to Do Evil”
· Ex 23:1–3, 6–9; Pro 15:27; 17:8
· Bribe, Partiality, Perjury, False Report, Acquit the Wicked, Oppress, Injustice, Delayed Justice
· Justice/Recompense
· “The Just Way”
· Restitution, Repayment, ‘compelled bondage for servatude’, Forgiveness
· “Fully Set to Do Evil”
· Prisons, Poor House, Maiming/Mutilation, Despisement
[bookmark: _dw77dy580una]Ecclesiastes
	GOAD [8:1] Who is like the wise?
		And who knows the interpretation of a thing?
	A man’s wisdom makes his face shine,
		and the hardness of his face is changed.
	
	NAIL [2] I say:[footnoteRef:27] Keep the king’s command, because of God’s oath to him.[footnoteRef:28] [3] Be not hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand in an evil cause, for he does whatever he pleases. [4] For the word of the king is supreme, and who may say to him, “What are you doing?” [5] Whoever keeps a command will know no evil thing, and the wise heart will know the proper time and the just way.  [27:  Literal: “I the commandment of the King keep, even for the sake of the oath of God” (Ps 89:30–35)]  [28:  the king's—Jehovah, peculiarly the king of Israel in the theocracy; Ec 8:3, 4, prove it is not the earthly king who is meant.
the oath of God—the covenant which God made with Abraham and renewed with David; Solomon remembered Ps 89:35, "I have sworn," &c. (Ps 89:36), and the penalties if David's children should forsake it (Ps 89:30-32); inflicted on Solomon himself; yet God not "utterly" forsaking him (Ps 89:33, 34).] 


GOAD [6] For there is a time and a [just] way for everything, although man’s trouble lies heavy on him. [7] For he does not know what is to be, for who can tell him how it will be? [8] No man has power to retain the spirit[footnoteRef:29], or power over the day of death. There is no discharge from war, nor will wickedness deliver those who are given to it.  [29:  “retain the spirit” or “restrain the wind with the wind"] 


NAIL [9] All this I observed while applying my heart to all that is done under the sun, when man had power over man to his hurt.

[10] Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of the holy place and were praised in the city where they had done such things. This also is vanity. [11] Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil. [12] Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be well with those who fear God, because they fear before him. [13] But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like a shadow, because he does not fear before God.
[bookmark: _ubvzaibl1ibe]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part II (8:14–9:6)
[bookmark: _9clnamttym1v]The Limits of Experience
· Experience is untrustworthy
· How do we judge our experiences?
· Paul on Joy
· Philippians 4:4–7
· [4] Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. [5] Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; [6] do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. [7] And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (ESV)
· How can we practice rejoycing?
· Paul on Hope
· Romans 8:24–25
· [24] For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? [25] But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. (ESV)
· How do we live out our hope?
· All things are the hand of God.
· This establishes our confidence in God
· This exhibits the lack of trust we should have in our own efforts to be meritorious.
· No one escapes death					
· the Preacher observes that “All share a common destiny.” (v.2) No man, righteous or unrighteous, escapes death. It is the “fate” that “overtakes all.” (v.3) If death is the consummation of man’s experience, then what value can be placed on what men experience? The criterion by which the covenant people are to live their lives must be something other than their experience. For men outside the covenant experience is the law of their existence. To them everything depends on experience. But for the covenant people any attempt to live by experience must result in bitter disappointment and cause them, of all men, to be most miserable. 
· How is this different from eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die?
· 1 Corinthians 15:32
· [32] What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” (ESV)
· Joined with all the living
· Not a natural living, but joined to all indicates spiritual
· The dead have no knowledge, the picture of death represents the spiritual death, for the hearts of the children of men are evil.

GOAD [14] There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. [15] And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.

NAIL [16] When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, how neither day nor night do one’s eyes see sleep, [17] then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out. [9:1] But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. 

GOAD [2] It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. [3] This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead. [4] But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. [5] For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. [6] Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun. (ESV)
[bookmark: _qt04p7werg1v]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part IV (9:7–10)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:30] [30:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _25u6rhg6yf1c]Ecclesiates 9:7–9
NAIL [7] Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do.

[8] Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.

[9] Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain/[vaporous] life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. [10] Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.

[bookmark: _sk542lm8wc7e]How Should Man Live “under the sun”?
· Joyously
· Eating your bread, Daily remembering our source of sustenance and provision.
· Drink your wine, Routinely remembering our deliverance and celebrating the mighty works of God.
· Habakkuk 3:17-19
·     [17] Though the fig tree should not blossom,
·         nor fruit be on the vines,
·     the produce of the olive fail
·         and the fields yield no food,
·     the flock be cut off from the fold
·         and there be no herd in the stalls, 
·     [18] yet I will rejoice in the LORD;
·         I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
·     [19] GOD, the Lord, is my strength;
·         he makes my feet like the deer’s;
·         he makes me tread on my high places.
· Merrily (Goodly)
· Proper attitude and mindfulness. From the vantagepoint of God’s goodness and his provision of righteousness. Thankful and Glad for our creation, and his covenant with us.
· White Robes, the attire of those cleansed by God of their sins.
· Anointing Oil, that poured out upon those blessed and commissioned by God.
· Mightely
· Excercizing our strength to toil, work, vocation, occupation, and endeavor.
· Deut 6:5 — You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
· Life, the natural status of the living.
· “Engage in business until I come” (Luke 19:13), our task is to labor for the kingdom of God. We are not supposed to seek pleasures for the pseudo-kingdom of self.
· Vain/Vaporous, short in duration, fleeting, chasing, unstoppable, uncontainable.
· The life we have been given is the one we live under the sun, with joy and merriment.
· Death, an invasion into God’s good creation by sin, and as a consequence for sin.
· No hope of purpose, work, or fruitful labor after death. One shot at life. No reincarnation, no purgatory, no pardon after death.
[bookmark: _27mhxjs8cxf4]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part V (9:11–18)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:31] [31:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _ht5mv9yc94l]Ecclesiates 9:11, 12
GOAD [11] Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all. [12] For man does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them.

[bookmark: _oogloy1svoef]Man, Being Crooked, Misinterprets and Misuses the World
· Ecclesiastes 7:13
	[13] Consider the work of God:
		who can make straight what he has made crooked? (ESV)
· The Natural order of things is broken, i.e. fallen. It is no longer straight, but crooked.
· Swift, strong, wise, intelligent, knowledge, etc. do not run their normal course, but an intervening force, e.i. God’s providence controls the world and events.
· God directs time and events. Outside forces override the expectations of man. What is normally the case is not invariably so.
· Mankind is thus not able to direct the course or aim of history. He is thwarted from attaining his ambition and his goals. Whatever ambition a fallen man has will be curtailed for God has made it crooked. 
· Chance—seemingly, really Providence. But as man cannot "find it out" (Ec 3:11), he needs "with all might" to use opportunities. Duties are ours; events, God's.
· The fallen man experiences “chance” in the world because he cannot know or find out the working of God’s providence.
· Man does not know his time (v12). Man is not in charge. He is subject to God. If man has no control of his life, how much more does he lack control in death?
· The day of reckoning is not ours to control. The day of death and judgment is potentially every imminent, especially for the fallen man who does not set his hope in God. 
· The burden of God is inescapable and will suddenly fall upon them.
· Evil net/evil time, has reference to the experience of man, that it goes poorly for the fallen man when he finds himself before God in an unrepentant state.
· It is an unfortunate and terrible experience for man, not an injustice or evil on God’s part or with regards to the working of the world.
· In Contrast, the righteous rest in God’s providential government of the world. They trust him to work all things for the good of those who are called.
· Their experience under the sun, while difficult, is still filled with joy and merriment. Confidently resting in the hope of God’s salvation.
· Their life, while vapor, is buttressed by a knowledge and expectation that God will work out his promises in time and history at his bidding.
· Their strength is not blunted by chance, but further molded in character and faith to the working out of God’s ordained plan and fruitful plan. This enables them to build for the future and expect God to bring every promise fulfillment.
· Under the sun is the local of life, and the preordained day of death is of God, but while the unregenerate experience this day as a great evil, those who trust in the God of the covenant, and his provision of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, rest confidently in the white robes under the blessing of God’s anointing to be preserved unto resurrected life.

[bookmark: _cfou2rwza6ut]Ecclesiastes 9:13–18
NAIL [13] I have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it seemed great to me. [14] There was a little city with few men in it, and a great king came against it and besieged it, building great siegeworks against it. [15] But there was found in it a poor, wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that poor man. [16] But I say that wisdom is better than might, though the poor man’s wisdom is despised and his words are not heard.
[17] The words of the wise heard in quiet are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.

This is a practical example illustrating the burden of God upon the minds of mankind. 
· Moral Interpretation: Wisdom is better than might.
· The Characters of the parable:
· The Little City with few men = The Sinner, and his court of folly
· The Great King who besieges = Death, who threatens to overtake
· The Poor Wise Man = The Promise of the Gospel, Jesus Christ
· The Sinner Destroys much good. The fallen man in his sin and folly will destroy all the works of his own hand. 
· Cain, Lamech, Ham, Nimrod (tower of Babel), Saul, Ahab, 
· The power of the gospel is strong to save, but only if sought out and trusted in.
· Good News Translation: [13] There is something else I saw, a good example of how wisdom is regarded in this world. [14] There was a little town without many people in it. A powerful king attacked it. He surrounded it and prepared to break through the walls. [15] Someone lived there who was poor, but so clever that he could have saved the town. But no one thought about him. [16] I have always said that wisdom is better than strength, but no one thinks of the poor as wise or pays any attention to what they say. [17] It is better to listen to the quiet words of someone wise than to the shouts of a ruler at a council of fools. [18] Wisdom does more good than weapons, but one sinner can undo a lot of good.
· Brenton Septuagint Translation: [13] This I also saw to be wisdom under the sun, and it is great before me: [14] suppose there were a little city, and few men in it; and there should come against it a great king, and surround it, and build great mounds against it; [15] and should find in it a poor wise man, and he should save the city through his wisdom: yet no man would remember that poor man. [16] And I said Wisdom is better than power: yet the wisdom of the poor man is set at nought, and his words not listened to. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of them that rule in folly. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war: and one sinner will destroy much good.

[bookmark: _3ijymmdw9lxr]“Wisdom is better than might”
· Mark 6:1–6
· Missed out on the kingdom
· Ecclesiastes 7:19
· Wise Man versus many rulers 2 Sam 20:22
· Woman delivers the city
· 1 Kings 12
· Rehoboam’s folly of counselors
· Where do we seek wisdom? Peers, or those who have enduring experience and wisdom by trial?
· How do we seek advice?
· Do we seek out people who will reinforce our beliefs, or challenge us and shake our opinions so that they are made robust?
· How do we respond to advice we don’t like?
· Can we take counsel that we don’t like?
· The natural response is to trust ourselves?
· Are we alert to the conviction of the Spirit working through the advice of others?
· Are we trusting only in ourselves? 
· Are we in a spot to recognize truth and wisdom if it is presented to us?
· Our we dismissive of the means by which it comes to us (think of Nahman the Assyrian in 
· How do we give good advice??
· Do we counsel with folly (our own wisdom, intellect and strength)?
· Do we counsel with wisdom (the application of God’s gospel and word to the situation)?
· Asking a question to help the troubled better understand?
· What determines whether something is going badly? Are we offended by the circumstances or are we in the wrong? 
· Wisdom does not respond indignantly, but humbly admits to error.
· Folly responds with self-justification and ignores the possibility of being in the wrong.
[bookmark: _g45eugdxg9a4]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part VI (10:1–15)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:32] [32:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _4ovk21i65afg]Transition point:
[18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.

[bookmark: _mkeaw4pyzas5]Ecclesiates 10:1–11:6
	GOAD [10.1] Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench;	Comment by Kevin Amundson: The verbs are singular, the noun plural, implying that each of the flies causes the stinking savor.
		so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.
	[2] A wise man’s heart inclines him to the right,	Comment by Kevin Amundson: Comparison is a soldier in battle.
		but a fool’s heart to the left.
	[3] Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense,	Comment by Kevin Amundson: The road is the path of life. Outward conformity to God's commandments is not enough. Weightier matters of the law: Justice and Mercy
		and he says to everyone that he is a fool.
	[4] If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave your place,	Comment by Kevin Amundson: Do not seek your own vengeance.
		for calmness will lay great offenses to rest.
	
	[5] There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were an error proceeding from the ruler: [6] folly is set in many high places, and the rich sit in a low place. [7] I have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the ground like slaves.

	[8] He who digs a pit will fall into it,
		and a serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.
	[9] He who quarries stones is hurt by them,
		and he who splits logs is endangered by them.
	[10] If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge,
		he must use more strength,
		but wisdom helps one to succeed.
	[11] If the serpent bites before it is charmed,
		there is no advantage to the charmer.
	
	[12] The words of a wise man’s mouth win him favor,
		but the lips of a fool consume him.
	[13] The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness,
		and the end of his talk is evil madness.
	[14] A fool multiplies words,
		though no man knows what is to be,
		and who can tell him what will be after him?
	[15] The toil of a fool wearies him,
		for he does not know the way to the city.

[bookmark: _u1uodj2arv0b]One Sinner Will Destroy Much Good
· Solomon’s Definition of a Fool is one who thinks “There is no God.”
· Psalm 10:4
	[4] In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;
		all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” (ESV)
· Psalm 14:1
To the choirmaster. Of David.
	[1] The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
		They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;
		there is none who does good. (ESV)
· Psalm 53:1
To the choirmaster: according to Mahalath. A Maskil of David.
	[1] The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
		They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity;
		there is none who does good. (ESV)
· What is a Fool?
· What is Foolishness?
· What is Wisdom?
· A fool is an idolator. He hates God. 
· The devising of folly is sin (24:9)
· Fools in Proverbs:
· Despise wisdom and instruction. (1:7)
· Hate knowledge (1:22)
· Destroy the Simple by their complacency (1:32)
· Babble and their course is ruinous (10:8, 10)
· Bring ruin near (10:14)
· Utter slander (10:18)
· Die for lack of sense (10:21)
· Do wrong as if it is a joke (10:23)
· Destined for slavery (11:29)
· Is right in his own eyes (12:15)
· Self Vexed (12:16)
· Proclaims/preaches folly (12:23)
· Flaunts his folly (13:16)
· Refuses to turn away from evil (13:19)
· His companions suffer harm (13:20)
· Ignorant of knowledge (14:7)
· Time and chance/[providence] happen to them all (9:11).
· Instead of directing the course of his life towards increase, he weighs himself down with burdens of guilt and responsibility
· The Fool will exercise destruction wherever he goes.
· Observations on Wisdom and Folly (vv. 1–3)
· A fool despise wisdom and instruction. (1:7)
· Observations of Rulers (vv. 4–7)
· It is not fitting for a fool to live in luxury, much less for a slave to rule over princes (19:10)
· Observations of Wrong and Injustice (vv. 8–10)
· Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool (10:23)
· To turn away from evil is an abomination to fools (13:19)
· Observations of Talkativeness, Imprudence and its Mischiefs (vv. 11–15)
· Whoever utters slander is a fool (10:18)
· Kings; Hurtful and Desirable (vv. 16, 17)
· The mouth of a fool brings ruin near (10:14)
· The companion of fools will suffer harm (13:20)
· Observations of Sloth (v. 18)
· The complacency of fools destroys [the simple] (1:32)
· Observations of Selfishness (v. 19)
· The eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth (17:24)
· Observations on Authority (v. 20)
· A fool flaunts his folly (13:16)
· A fool is reckless and careless (14:16)
· A fool’s lips walk into a fight, and his mouth invites a beating (18:6)
[bookmark: _lykdwqtoazp]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part VII (10:16–20)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:33] [33:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _jp9a08k2u3ev]Woe to you, O land / Happy are you, O land
· Woe (v.16)
· Youth in this instance exemplifies folly, disorder, and disobedient.
· Isaiah 3:4, 12
· 	[4] And I will make boys their princes,
		and infants shall rule over them. (ESV)
	[12] My people—infants are their oppressors,
		and women rule over them.
	O my people, your guides mislead you
		and they have swallowed up the course of your paths.
· [eh'-sher] Happy, Blessed (v. 17)
· From [aw-shar'] to go straight, go on, advance. *being well ordered*
· Son of Nobility [hor] (white) in this instance is the personification of aged wisdom, experience, order, obedience.
· Queen of Sheba said of Solomon:
· Happy are you men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! —1 Kings 10:8
· Happy are you wives! Happy are these your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! —2 Chronicles 9:7
· Psalm 1:1
· Blessed is the man who walks not in counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
· Psalm 2:12
· Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
· In your thoughts (v. 20)
· Self-government of the Christian
· 2 Corinthians 10:3–6
· [3] For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. [4] For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. [5] We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, [6] being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. (ESV)
· 

[bookmark: _lxrh1sagu16w]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part VII (11:1–11:6)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:34] [34:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail


	NAIL [11.1] Cast your bread upon the waters,
		for you will find it after many days.
	[2] Give a portion to seven, or even to eight,
		for you know not what disaster may happen on earth.
	[3] If the clouds are full of rain,
		they empty themselves on the earth,
	and if a tree falls to the south or to the north,
		in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.
	[4] He who observes the wind will not sow,
		and he who regards the clouds will not reap.

· Cast your bread (v.1)
· Give Liberally to the poor. Give many portions.
· Personal responsibility is highlighted “thy”/”your” bread
· Waters plural refer to passing water. You expect no recompense. Nothing will be given you in return.
· The mystery of God is that he blesses generosity. The land will be blessed. 
· Matthew 6:19–21
[19] “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, [20] but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (ESV)
· Give a portion, not all, the Poor tithe = 10% every three years
· Every day that someone asks for help. Give it all week, and then begin again.
· The covetous one refuses to give because need may come upon him.
· The generous one purposefully gives because need may come upon him.
· Luke 16:9
· [9] And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.
· 

	
	[5] As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.

[6] In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good.
[bookmark: _sawklh4h47ue]Gill
· In the morning sow thy seed,.... Do all good works early and diligently, which is expressed by sowing in righteousness, Hosea 10:12; particularly alms deeds, often signified by sowing seed, Psalm 112:9, 2 Corinthians 9:6; this should be in the morning of youth, that persons may be inured to it betimes as Obadiah was; and in the morning of prosperity, as soon as ever Providence smiles on men, and puts it into the power of their hands, who should honour the Lord with the firstfruits of their increase;
· do as the Macedonian churches, whose deep poverty abounded to the riches of their liberality in a great trial of affliction, 2 Corinthians 8:2; in short, good is to be done at all times, as opportunity offers, throughout the whole of life, and in all conditions and circumstances;
· 2 cor 8:2
· for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.
[bookmark: _x39l6prp8u3z]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part IX (11:7–12:7)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:35] [35:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _e899uxmaugb2]Ecclesiastes 11:7–12:7
[7] Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.

[8] So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity.

[9] Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.

[10] Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.

[12:1] Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; [2] before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain, [3] in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, [4] and the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low—[5] they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets—[6] before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, [7] and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

[bookmark: _yapopwml97uu]The Last Chapter
11:7–12:7 form the final chapter in Solomon’s work. This is the heart of Solomon’s message to his audience. Everything before this has been driving to this section. 

[7] Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.
[bookmark: _yukppaoejrf1]Light is Sweet
· This is an objectively true statement
· The light pertains to this side of the judgment. 
· Psalm 49:19
· 	[19] his soul will go to the generation of his fathers,
· 		who will never again see light. (ESV)
· The light of God is the law as a lamp.
· Psalm 119:105
· 	[105] Your word is a lamp to my feet
· 		and a light to my path. (ESV)
· By showing us the path of righteousness, we know that sin is any violation of variance from God’s word.
· The Law reveals sin in us.
· Romans 3:20
· [20] For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (ESV)
· The true light is Jesus Christ
· John 1:9
· [9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. (ESV)
· Light is greater than darkness
· The power of the messiah will overcome the darkness.
· John 1:4–5
· [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (ESV)
· Solomon is showcasing the Gospel hope of the Messiah. 
· All throughout the Bible, God’s good work = Light. Man’s evil work = Darkness.
· Isaiah 9:2
· 	[2] The people who walked in darkness
· 		have seen a great light;
· 	those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
· 		on them has light shone. (ESV)
· Even in terms of this fallen world, and the effects of sin “it is pleasant for the eyes [of man] to see the sun.” 
· “To see the sun” is to see the world as it really is. Fallen, and in need of redemption.
· Romans 7:7
· [7] What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” (ESV)
· “To see the sun” involves experiencing both the blessings and frustrations of life.
[bookmark: _occ082yhiqpw]Gill
· The Targum and Jarchi interpret it of the light of the law; and which is indeed a light, and so is the whole word of God, Proverbs 6:23, 2 Peter 1:19; but may be better applied unto the Gospel, which is a great and glorious light, Isaiah 9:2; and a means of enlightening dark minds; not only of showing men their sinfulness, as the law does; but the insufficiency of their righteousness, of all their own goodness and good works to justify; it reveals Christ, and the glories of his person; it sets him forth evidently, as crucified and slain, for the worst of sinners; it makes manifest his fulness, ability, and willingness, as a Saviour; righteousness, peace, pardon, and salvation by him; it makes known things not to be discerned by the light of nature, even things wonderful and marvellous, as well as what is the way a man should walk in: and this light is sweet and pleasant, not to a blind and carnal man, who despises it, and reckons it foolishness, but to those who are enlightened by the Spirit of God; and to these it is very delightful, even to all their senses; it is sweet to their taste, a joyful sound to their ears, and beautiful to their sight are the feet of them that bring its good tidings. The light of grace, which appears in first conversion, and comes from God suddenly, which at first is small, but increases, is exceeding pleasant, strikes the soul with delight and wonder; it is marvellous light, 1 Peter 2:9; and so is the light of joy and gladness to believers, when it arises to them after a time of darkness, or the light of God's countenance, Psalm 4:6; and such will be the light of the latter day glory, and more especially the light of the heavenly state;
· To "see the sun", in the language of this book, is to live in this world, and to enjoy the light of the sun, and the comforts of life; see Ecclesiastes 7:11; and now a life, attended with outward prosperity and inward peace, that is spent in doing and enjoying good, is a very desirable and delightful one; though such a man should not think of living always, but of death, and the days of darkness, as in Ecclesiastes 11:8. This may he applied to Christ, the sun of righteousness, Psalm 84:11; the fountain of all spiritual light and heat; the brightness of his Father's glory; and who is superior to angels and men; and is to be beheld by faith, and in his own light, as the sun is; and whom to look upon with an eye of faith is exceeding pleasant and delightful, and fills with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 1 Peter 1:8.

[8] So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes [into the world] is vanity.

[bookmark: _1h6gyoqjk71d]Rejoice in all the years of life
· It is a blessing to rejoice in this life. Especially one of many years.

[bookmark: _egm5erz2xkxc]The Days of Darkness
· The days of trial
· Tribulations will encompass our lives
· James 1:12–15
· [12] Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. [13] Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. [14] But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. [15] Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
· 
· The days of judgment
· Discipline, chastisement, and judgment will accompany God’s people in their sin and error. 
· Hebrews 12:5–11 (Proverbs 3:12)
· [5] And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
· 	“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
· 		nor be weary when reproved by him.
· 	[6] For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
· 		and chastises every son whom he receives.”
· 	[7] It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? [8] If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. [9] Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? [10] For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. [11] For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (ESV)
· 
· The day of death
· Hebrews 9:27–28
· [27] And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, [28] so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (ESV)
[bookmark: _4k6avx6lu6ge]All that comes [into the world] is [a] vapor
· Everything passes away. Everything and everyone is a vapor (Ecc 1:2). 

[9] Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.

[bookmark: _55nvfr8a5ygy]Rejoice, and let your heart cheer you.
· Rejoice, or “be glad”
· An emotion of joy that is shared and showcased with others
· Deuteronomy 12:7
· [7] And there you shall eat before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake, in which the LORD your God has blessed you. (ESV)
· Philippians 4:4
· [4] Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. (ESV)
· 
· This joy is rooted in the promise of God’s salvation
· 1 Samuel 2:1
· [1] And Hannah prayed and said,
· 	“My heart exults in the LORD;
· 		my horn is exalted in the LORD.
· 	My mouth derides my enemies,
· 		because I rejoice in your salvation. (ESV)
· 
[bookmark: _cb5vcb392fkd]Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes.
· This is where the antithesis and contrast of the book comes into play. Solomon has been preparing us for this statement from the beginning of the book.
· The antitheses:
· Under the sun / Under heaven
· Wisdom / Folly
· Pleaser and Joy / Pain and Destruction
· Meaningful work / fruitless toil
· Solomon uses “heart” [leb] 34 times.
· It is the director of all his motives and intentions. 
· It is interchangeable with mind, thought, and knowledge.
· The heart can produce either wisdom or madness/folly (1:17).
· Remember not to follow after your own heart and your own eyes. Instead, keep all the commandments of God.
· Numbers 15:37–41
· [37] The LORD said to Moses, [38] “Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. [39] And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after. [40] So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God. [41] I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD your God.” (ESV)
· Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks
· Matthew 12:33–37
· [33] “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. [34] You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. [35] The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. [36] I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, [37] for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
· The Righteous man shall live [in terms of] his faith
· Habakkuk 2:4
· 	[4] “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
· 		but the righteous shall live by his faith.
· The Spirit of God gives people a new heart, and a new affection for the righteousness of God. We now delight to obey God. We do not run into sin. We do not follow our fallen heart and live in rebellion, but we now live by the spirit of God, and are able to joyfully comply with the law of God and keep his commandments.
· 
[bookmark: _ti2pl45fr1h6]But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.
· A grave warning is affixed to Solomon’s charge. 
· This is a continuation of Ecc 3:17
· [17] I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for every work. (ESV)
· This is the burden of God upon man that Solomon has stressed throughout the book.
· Ecclesiastes 3:10
· [10] I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. (ESV)
· Business, travail, burden, task, labor, endeavor
· God has fixed a day in which he will Judge all men.
· Matthew 25:31–34, 41
· [31] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. [32] Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. [33] And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. [34] Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. …
· [41] “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
· Matthew 7:17–23
· [17] So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. [18] A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20] Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
· [21] “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ [23] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ (ESV)
· There is no option in this. We will all stand before this judgment seat.
· Either we will be covered by the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ.
· Or well will stand uncovered, naked, and stained by our own sin and guilt.
[bookmark: _mts1t0xgi8te]
[bookmark: _ti2pl45fr1h6]

[bookmark: _xxb3v3d6m4j4]Gill
·  it is particularly suitable to the youthful age, whose natural desires may be enjoyed, and their outward senses may be gratified, in a lawful way, so far as is consistent with the fear of God, and the expectation of a future judgment: or it may be considered with respect to religious and spiritual exercises; as young men should remember their Creator in the days of their youth, as it follows; so they should rejoice in God their Maker, Psalm 149:2; they should rejoice not to do evil, to which human nature is inclined, especially in youth, but to do good; should rejoice, not in the ways of sin, but in the ways of wisdom; not in any outward attainment of beauty, wit, strength, or riches, but in the grace of God; not in themselves, or their boastings, but in Christ, his person, righteousness, and salvation; not in the things of time and sense, but in hope of the glory of God;
·  the thoughts of thine heart be employed about that which is good, spiritual, heavenly, and divine; the affections of thine heart set thereon; and the will and desires of thine heart be drawn out after such things: let thine heart prompt and put thee on doing that which is good, with delight and pleasure; but, in order, to all this, the heart must be made good by the spirit and grace of God;
· so Alshech interprets “[walk in] the ways of the heart; of the ways of the good imagination of good men”;
· and in the sight of thine eyes; as enlightened by the Spirit of God, directing and guiding in the way in which a man should walk
· Walk in the ways of your heart
· Num 15:39
· And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after.
· 
[bookmark: _j8s1cwk0t6pz]Matthew Poole
· Walk in the way of thy heart, and in the sight of thine eyes; whatsoever thine eye or heart lusteth after, deny it not to them; as this phrase is taken. Numbers 15:39, nor is it ever used in a good sense. Compare Job 31:7 Psalm 81:12 Jeremiah 18:12 2 Peter 2:14 1Jo 2:16. But know thou; but in the midst of thy feastings and jollity it will become thee, if thou art a reasonable creature, to consider thy reckoning, and whether thou dost not purchase thy gold too dear.
· God will bring thee into judgment; will force thee to appear before his judgment-seat, to give a serious account of all thy youthful and exorbitant courses, and to receive that sentence which thy own conscience will then say thou dost justly deserve. And if thou likest thy sensuality upon these terms, much good may it do thee; I do not envy thee, nor desire to partake of thy delicates.

[10] So, remove vexation from your heart, and put away evil from your flesh, because childhood and the prime of life are vanity. (LSB)

[bookmark: _9dm87aftigcf]Remove Anger/Vexation from Your Heart
· How is this Accomplished?
· Repentance
· Confessions of Sin 
· Faith in the promised seed.
· Conformity to God’s ordinances.
· We must look at the world through the eyes of God. We must consider his perspective “under heaven”.
· Bitterness wrath anger
· James 3:13-18
· [13] Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. [14] But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. [15] This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. [16] For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. [17] But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. [18] And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
[bookmark: _hsgijnsra6yb]Put Away Evil from Your Flesh
· Right orthodoxy produces right orthopraxy.
· Culture is religion externalized and applied.
· Our Hearts must be transformed by the hope of the gospel. 
· We must conform ourselves to God’s law.
[bookmark: _u1wyogh0mxdq]Childhood and Prime of Life = Vanity
· Childhood and “dawn of life” / “prime of life” are fleeting and vaporous. 
· In the scheme of time our life is but a vapor. 
· In the scheme of the universe our life is but dust.
· In the scheme of righteousness our best efforts are as filthy rags.

[bookmark: _6bfb4vqktcw8]Fourth Discourse (8:1–12:7) | Part X (12:1–7)
· 8–12 FOURTH DISCOURSE
· 8:1 		Goad
· 8:2–5		Nail
· 8:6–8		Goad
· 8:9–13		Nail
· 8:14, 15	Goad
· 8:16–9:1	Nail
· 9:2–6		Goad
· 9:7–10		Nail
· 9:11–10:20 	Goad[footnoteRef:36] [36:  I have subdivided with another nail in 9:13–18 following the alternative rendering of Michael W. Kelley, Good News Translation, and Brenton Septuagint Translation.] 

· 9:11, 12 = Goad
· 9:13–18 = Nail
· 9:19–10:20 Goad
· 11:1–6		Nail
· 11:7–10	Goad
· 12:1–7		Nail

[bookmark: _vhmmqmv8xslv]Ecclesiastes 12:1–7
[12:1] Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; [2] before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain, [3] in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, [4] and the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low—[5] they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets—[6] before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, [7] and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

[bookmark: _mygiqyaagt67]God will bring you into judgment (11:9)
· This is the certain reality of what will come. In light of this future expectancy, life now like this:
· “Remove Vexation” | Negative response
· Turn from anger and distrust of what God is doing now in the world. 
· Put away evil from your flesh. Stop sinning. Stop being your own God.
· “Remember also your Creator” | Positive response
· “Remember” + “Creator(s)” / ”creation”
· Calling back to the dedication and orientation of one's life to God:
· “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy” (Ex 20:8). It is a creation ordinance, and a creation sign accompanies the reminder in the 4th commandment.
· “Your Creator” is actually a plural verb “your creators”
· The trinity is not a uniquely New Testament doctrine. It is proved and attested to by appeal to the Old Testament. It is not a departure from the Torah, but the consistent testimony of it.
· We are apt to forget that we are creatures. We must always remember this. From our earliest and most formative years, we must “remember also our creator.”
· It is not enough to just make a profession of faith once. We must continually and consistently “remember our creator.” He provides our sustenance, and our strength. The very spirit or breath of our life. 
· Consider the contrast.
· Days of youth / ‘good days’
· Much good is possible. Much enjoyment and delight can be experienced. The potential for blessing and prosperity is great when we are young.
· We must be vigilant to look to the path of righteousness. One misstep and our future will be rattled with consequences.
· Evil days / ‘day of death’
· The consequences of sin and the reality of death is more present to those who are old. This is the sense of evil days. Their is a persistent “drawing near” of these evil days. The march toward the end is constant. The pleasures of life will eventually run their course. 
· Only the heart and mind that is set upon the creator will persist with joy through the evil days. Only trust in the messiah, Jesus Christ, will place us on a sure foundation to welcome the day of death because God has promised to raise us again in the resurrection.  
· Man’s purpose on the earth: Work
· Youth and the prime of life is the best time for toil and productive labor.
· Youth itself is vanity. It will pass away.
· Self-absorption and selfish ambition is a waste of life. When you are old, you will not be able to work as well.
· When are we to remember? In the days of our youth
· The time for action is now. 
· Do not put off change for another season in life. 
· Turn from self to God.
· Sacred vs. Secular man
· Sacred man turns to God and seeks to obey him in all things. Trusting in his grace and mercy. Stepping out in faith even when we don’t see things working out around us.
· Secular man gauges life in terms of practicality and personal value. What do I get out of this? Will this pay me back? Will this please me? Will this make me happy?
[bookmark: _4wyz38lu2gec]What is the Most Certain Thing?
· Many commentators subscribe to the theory that death is the most certain thing for mankind.
· Solomon stresses that it is what death entails that is most certain; the judgment of God, not death itself.
· Because the Preacher has contrasted the joy of the days of youth with the “pleasureless” (12:1) years of old age and inevitable death, some commentators have concluded that death is his most urgent concern. For example, Loader maintains that in this text of verses and throughout his book death is “the only certainty there is for the Preacher.” This is to misunderstand his thought. The most certain thing in the Preacher’s view is not death, but God’s judgment. Indeed, the stress on death is meant to set in bold relief the greater certainty of God’s judgment, for death itself has no meaning for the Preacher outside the context of the burden of God. Since the Preacher’s intent has been to make clear the priority of God over man, all that comes within man’s experience, including death, must be viewed as subservient to that purpose. As a faithful disciple of Biblical Solomonic wisdom he could not think of the matter otherwise. It is not death itself that matters, it is what death involves: the judgment of God on man’s life. The latter should occupy our attention with sober reflection more than the former; however, only within the covenant will men ever truly learn this to be so.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Kelley, The Burden of God. pg. 142] 


[bookmark: _4qbzby764wy6]Remember Also Your Creator
All areas and stages of life are set before us in verses 2-7. Various experiences are depicted so that we are sure to recognize that we must remember our creator and his claim on us in all things and at all times.
· Van Den Born Says:
· “Everything that the world as God’s creation had to offer may be accepted, but not in order simply to consume it upon yourself, rather in order to make a contribution according to God’s Law.”
· “God the Creator will investigate everything that has occurred, because man has lived in His world and has eaten and has drunk of His wealth, and has had the enjoyment of His gifts.”
· Blessed is the man who considers in these splendid, bright days that he lives in God’s world, that he eats and drinks of God’s riches. He will remember his Creator and work to honor Him…before the dark days break in and man must abandon his work.”

[2] before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain, [3] in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, [4] and the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low—[5] they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets—[6] before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, [7] and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.



· “[Remember your creator] before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain.”
· The end of the various solar and lunar cycles
· The end of the rainy season.
· “[Remember your creator] in the day when the keepers of the house tremble”
· The stability and vigor of life has dissipated, giving way to a trembling body.
· “[Remember your creator] [in the day when] the strong men are bent 
· A body wracked by hard labor is no longer strong at the end of life, instead a bent over and shuffling body is all that remains a glorious strength.
· “[Remember your creator] [in the day when] the grinders cease because they are few
· Your work can no longer continue because to many of your associates and fellow compatriots has also aged or died.
· “[Remember your creator] [in the day when] those who look through the windows are dimmed
· The eyes are now dim, they are no longer able to make out the clarity of vision. 
· “[Remember your creator] [in the day when] the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low—[5] 
· Friends and acquaintances are now gone. The world is seemingly closed off.
· Hearing is impaired. The evidence of productive labor 
· are muted and dull.
· Even sleep escapes you when you are old. 
· Your youthful voice and vocal confidence has dissipated. The humility of age has quieted the songs of joy.
· The consequences of old age are further expanded upon:
· they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; 
· the almond tree blossoms, 
· the grasshopper drags itself along, and 
· desire fails, 
· The warning of Solomon is realized: “the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them.”” (12:1)
· If you seek pleasure in ambition, wealth, wisdom, or pleasure, your desire will be more and more measured against the reality of death.
· because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets—[6] 
· before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, [7] and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
· The final admonition of Solomon is to act before the final day. 
· Whatever the outward status of a person, whether beautiful, rich, generous, productive, etc. the dust will return to the earth and man will give account before God.
· For those who trust God and believe, their spirit will return to God with joy and anticipation of the resurrection.
· For those who have spurned God, trusting in themselves, they shall return unto God to receive the due penalty of their ways.
[bookmark: _xmh1pm4atk82]Vanity of Vanities all is Vanity
· Solomon now returns to the root of the problem as stated at the beginning (1:2).
· He does not end on a sour note, but restates the central issue of the curse as mankind's problem. 
· He reminds us that this whole book has been comprised of variations upon a theme. That theme is vanity. Vanity as considered in terms of:
· Wisdom, strength, pleasure, and control.
· It has been resoundingly demonstrated that no cure for man can be found by man in his fallen condition.
· His supposed wisdom only demonstrates his folly.
· His supposed strength will give way to frailty.
· His supposed pleasure will expose his insatiable cravings.
· His supposed control over future plans will be curtailed.
· Only by acknowledging that God is in control can we escape the vanity of life.
· We must submit to God’s predestined government of all things.
· We must yield our wisdom and intellect to his Word and will.
· We must rely on his strength to sustain us in our efforts.
· We must take joy in the good gifts as well as the difficult trials.
