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Chapter 1 Poverty in Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe is a sub- Saharan, Southern African Country that is land locked sharing its orders with South Africa to the South, Mozambique to the east, Zambia to the North, Namibia and Botswana to the west. Before the colonial epoch, people herein survived through, hunting and gathering, crop production, livestock rearing, small scale mining and blacksmith-ship. The rich during those times were regarded as those people with capabilities that enabled them to trade something on the market through barter trade. The only form of education was the family and people learnt an area of specialty as to what the family does. This meant that, there was no too big a difference between the rich and the poor as people could trade with what they can produce. 
The white colonists came in the 19th century and changed radically the way people lived. Land was seized from the blacks and they were pushed to inarable land known as reserves. In this land, they had to pay tax for their homes and even for keeping large herds of cattle. The only income they could get was through working for the white farmers or miners. This left majority of the blacks perplexed and very poor because the income they got as wages was very minute such that, they could not afford to own properties. Property ownership was restricted through various laws to the whites and the capital built by the white were accessible for business only to white settlers, be that as it may, the backs became extremely poor. Liberation war which ended by 1980 meant most of the youths had to spend more time outside the country training to be soldiers and not working. The general background after war meant blacks had nothing to showcase as assets to withstand poverty. 
The end of colonial rule was witnessed by a large proportion of blacks achieving in various sectors and some attaining leadership post and this alone liberated some from penury. The dawn of 20th century was comprised of poor governance, corruption, a series of droughts together with civil unrest which eroded earnings and assets from majority of both black and whites. Despite decline in such manner. Statistics had it that, poverty in Zimbabwe has been declining since 1999 but in less than 10 years the country became the poorest, worse than countries in war torn areas. In the 21st century statistics on poverty showed that, from the year 2003 poverty was increasing than declining. Such statistic is reinforced by Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2023) which reiterated that poverty was still higher especially in rural areas of Zimbabwe on which 86% of the rural households consuming below the upper poverty line when compared to just 31% in urban areas. The reasons cited herein being that Zimbabwe’s economy is heavily dependent on Agriculture and depending on rainfall. Because of climatic changes necessitated by global warming, weather variations which include droughts and floods, have eroded rural folks’ ability to sustain their livelihoods. 

The Zimbabwe poverty Report (2019) pointed that, Poverty and extreme poverty was highest in Mashonaland Central Province with 49.5% of the population living under the food poverty line. It is also Mashonaland central that was noted as having poorest households and they constitute 86.1% of the total population of Mashonaland central. Poverty wass not just prevalent in Mashonaland central other provinces like Manicaland have higher rates of 71%, Mashonaland East, 65.6%, Mashonaland West with 71.1%, Harare got 31.1 % whilst Bulawayo has 22.3% and other provinces not less than 50% as well.  The map below gave an overview of the prevalence of poverty in Zimbabwe. 
[image: ]
Figure 1.1 Percentage poverty prevalence by province Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019)

The prevalence of poverty in Zimbabwe differs from one district to the other some districts in the country do have people living in poverty more than others whilst the statics of poverty differ with the types of families. Some female headed families were found by the Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019) to be better off in terms of poverty comparably to male headed families especially those who lost their wives or even those still together with their intact families. Neither in this stance can it be taken for granted nor to generalize the extent and the types of people affected by poverty in Zimbabwe. Rather poverty in Zimbabwe manifest in different ways to different people and some of the people who are assumed to be poor were actually living a better life. The map below is an illustration as to district based prevalence of poverty and the darker the shading the more poor households are as indicated by the key. 
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Figure 2.3 Prevalence of poverty at districts level adopted from Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019)


[bookmark: _Toc6106]Fundamentals in understanding poverty
Poverty is simply the inability to have enough money for basic needs such as shelter, food, clothing and water. The said explanations tally with that of Handley (2009) who explained poverty as, a form of helplessness, dependence and lack of opportunities, self-confidence and self-respect n part of the poor. Zimbabwe Poverty reports (2019) echoed that; poverty simply reflects on the inability to attain a level of well-being constituting a minimum as defined by the society. In simpler terms poverty is a state of having not enough on the table especially concerning basic needs setting wants aside. 
Explanation by Handley (2009) reflects that poverty is multidimensional and cannot be defined using a singular approach. For this reason, poverty can be defined from the basic needs approach considering that those lacking basic need like shelter, food, clothing and health are poor. The other approach is the Capabilities Approach and it identifies that, when people do not have the capabilities to produce and sell for their own, they are regarded as poor. The reason being they will not be having anything viable to showcase so as to meet their basic needs so poverty revolves around lacking capabilities to turn raw materials into finished products or to offer services that can be traded on the market. Human Development index is another dimension which can be used to explain poverty, the UNDP Human development index analyses the three factors in human development to configure if the nation is poor or not. These facets include life expectancy, educational attainment together with standards of living owing to income in terms of purchasing power. 
[bookmark: _Toc16664]Measuring Poverty
To better understand poverty, various measures have been derived especially on the notion of underscoring the magnitude poverty together with the people affected. Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019) outlines two measures of poverty the first can be the monetary metric measure and the non-monetary metric measure. These modes of measurement will be elaborated in detail as to what constitute them their merits together with their demerits. 


[bookmark: _Toc10215]Monetary metric measures
Monetary metric measures are those that infuse the levels of income for households as a determinant of whether a household or an individual is poor, extreme poor or not poor. It is this metric measure by which Mufudza (2015) derived the definition that, poverty is just but lack of money to afford basic needs like shelter, food, clothing and water. In simpler terms income levels can be used to determine if one is poor or not especially through the use of income per capita. 
Monetary metrics allows for the use of what are known as poverty lines. A poverty line represents   the cost given level of living standards which must be attained if a person is deemed not to be or to be poor. Poverty lines can therefore be sub-divided into the lower which is the Food poverty line and the upper which is the Total consumption line. The food poverty line (FPL) considers minimum consumption expenditure necessary to ensure each household member can consume food basket representing 2100 calories. It is calculated by valuing all products in minimum needs basket by average price across the whole country. An individual whose total per capita/ income does not exceed FPL is regarded as extremely poor. Total consumption line (TCL) considers issues non-food items that are necessary for well-being. It is found by computing non-food consumption expenditures of households whose total expenditure per capita just exceeds or equals FPL. The TCL is sometimes known as the upper line.
Handley et. al, (2009) used this metric to conclude that most people in Sub-Saharan Africa are living in extreme poverty since they are living on less than US$1 per day.  This notion of measuring poverty using income threshold is also echoed by Campos, Villain, Davis and Takagi (2018) who mentioned that, the extreme poor in the world are those people who live on less than US$1.25 per day. Such a measure has been recognized as good in understanding the extent of poverty in a household
Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019) noted that, there are benefits that accrue due to the use of monetary metrics. Firstly, it allows for the quantification of depth and severity of poverty and allows consistent comparisons to be made across sub-groups of households over time. Over and above that, monetary measures can be used to quantify the degree of inequality amongst household groups. 
The main challenge with using income as a measure to understand poverty is that, income measures only capture the income dimension of extreme poverty and lives behind social marginalization and exclusion, different manifestations of malnutrition, poor living conditions, and lack of access to better services, resources and employment opportunities. For this reason, over reliance on monetary metric measures alone will not suffice to better explore penury and its dimensions. 
[bookmark: _Toc7568]Non-Monetary Metric Measures
Non-monetary measures are more like qualitative ways of measuring poverty though some elements of quantification can appear. Some of the measures which can be used within this framework include the Asset indices which is explained by Zimbabwe Poverty report to infuse stock take as to what households own and or control. The other measure is depicted by Campos (2018), it is called the Mufti-dimensional poverty index, this index was developed by Oxford poverty and Human development initiatives. Based on the index if someone is deprived in a third or more of ten weighted indicators the global index identifies them “MPI poor” the number or extent of poverty will therefore depend on the number of deprivations they are experiencing. 
Non-monetary measures are credited by Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019) for their acceptance and acknowledgement that poverty is a social state that cannot be explained alone through dollars. It is crucial to note that, non-monetary measures also do allow the poor to explain why they are poor, the conditions or situations they face together with exploring on the other non-monetary facets or dimension of poverty. For this reason, non-monetary measures do explore issues that happen in the households 






[bookmark: _Toc2373]Chapter 2 Schools of thought
Many are schools of thoughts when it comes to explanations as to what causes poverty together with suggestions as to ways of mitigating or bringing an end to poverty. Some of the theories to be elaborated include the sustainable livelihood approach, scientific theory, Marxian theory, Cultural theory, Ne-conservative theory, socio-democratic theory together with the social Darwinist theory.
[bookmark: _Toc16204]Sustainable Livelihood Approach
The model seeks to reduce poverty not by just focusing on generic issues, rather according to Mufudza (2015), with this model poverty is multifaceted and can be solved by ensuring that all livelihoods are self-sustaining. Krantz (2001) explored the concept of sustainable livelihood as an attempt to go beyond the conventional definition and approaches to poverty eradication. The reason being they have been found to be narrow as they focused mainly on some of the aspects of poverty or manifestations. The approach asserts that, raising the quality of life for the poor is not necessarily raising their income; rather it is about improving the capacity to provide for them and lift them out of poverty. Mufudza (2015) acknowledges that, poverty as conceived by the poor is not just but the question of income rather it manifests in other dimensions such as bad health, illiteracy and lack of social services. The main notion is therefore anchored on this idea and acknowledging that, economic growth is essential for poverty reduction but there is no automatic link, as the poor may not be capable of taking advantage of the opportunities that exist. To better understand the approach, it is crucial to disintegrate the concepts within the approach. 
A livelihood comprises of the capabilities, assets either material or social resources together with activities required for the means of living. A livelihood as elaborated by Krantz (2001), Mufudza (2015) as sustainable when it can cope with and recover from stresses and shocks maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets while not undermining the natural resource base. In this context a stress refers to pressures which are typically continuous and cumulative and therefore are predictable for example seasonal changes, rising population and declining resources. Shocks are different from stresses as they relate to typically sudden unpredictable and traumatic pressures such as fire, floods, typhoons and cyclones. With this in mind any definition that considers something to be sustainable should therefore take into account the capacity to with stand shocks and stresses. 
To effectively achieve a state of no or reduced poverty, Krantz (2001) advocates that, the sustainable livelihood approach considers three main issues to be analysed. Firstly, it is the livelihood resources, the livelihood strategies and institutional processes and organizational structures. 
[bookmark: _Toc21557]Livelihood resources
 Livelihood resources are regarded as basic material and social, tangible and intangible assets that people use for constructing their livelihoods and are conceptualized into 4 different types of capital which are Natural Capital which includes water, oil, land, minerals and environment. Economic and financial money have all to do with money in form of savings, credit, economic asset or cash. Human capital has all to do with skills, knowledge and abilities necessitated predominantly by good health. Lastly is social capital being all about social resource network, social clams and relationships or affiliations. 
[bookmark: _Toc18733]Livelihood strategies
They constitute a combination of activities which are used in turning resources into workable solutions. They are sometimes called livelihood portfolio and each family have a different livelihood portfolio. To better come up with solutions there should be thorough analysis of the strategies used by families to transform their lives. 
[bookmark: _Toc1303]Institutional processes and organizational structures
It is insufficient to analyse livelihood strategies and resources, rather more effort is needed to understand formal and informal, fluid and ambiguous processes and structures that may limit people to access or better utilize their resources. The institutional frameworks are better understood also from the notion of balance of power or power structures in a community. The diagram below is an illustration as to what constitute the sustainable livelihood approach and how it should be applied in efforts to fight penury. 




[image: ]
Figure 2.4.1 Sustainable Livelihood Approach, Framework for Analysis, by Krantz (2001)
The sustainable livelihood approach placed great emphasis on involving people in both the identification and implementation of activities were appropriate. Over and above that, it produces a holistic view on what resources or combination of resources mean when it comes to ending poverty. The rationale is enhanced by the fact that it is but the only model that focuses on different or a variety of factors at different levels.  



[bookmark: _Toc7957]Scientific theory
While explaining the scientific theory of poverty, Manjoro (2017) posits that, the poor have no control over their state of penury. The theory assumes that, structural and economic failures are major contributors to penury. A situation which can best be related to Zimbabwe whereby failure economic policies leading to hyperinflation have eroded people’s incomes leaving them perplexed a clueless as to how to sustain the future, over and above that structural change herein have led to collapse of businesses as well as loss of jobs. The theory can best apply to a nation where people actually work hard but they find it difficult to permeate through. The scientific theory cements that poverty is a result of failure of politics reflected by poor governance, poor policies, poor management of the economy and basically corruption. The notion underlined as means of eradicating poverty is through having a political class tasked with the role of eradicating poverty and be evaluated along such lines as they should improve means of production in their areas as well as improving systems of distribution for what their constituencies produce. 
[bookmark: _Toc19803]Marxian theory
Marxism is a philosophical perspective which blames capitalism for many challenges in the world and mostly poverty. Manjoro (2017) illustrates that, according to the Marxist theory poverty is caused by the capitalist and the quest for profit. To make more profits capitalists move from labour intensive to capital intensive in means of production leading to massive retrenchments and unemployment. High unemployment rate leads to high demand of jobs comparably to the supply making labour cheaper on the market. Poverty will also increase due to low wages and unemployment. The way recommended by the Marxist theory is to improve structures, education together with training to those rendered irrelevant by technological improvements. The theory partly applies to a Zimbabwean situation since some companies herein have adopted technology at a larger scale in their processes. Despite changes in technology and deskilling, poverty have been necessitated predominantly casualization of labour which is also a result of capitalism’s need to reduce labour costs. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc23927]Cultural theory
The cultural theory to poverty is an   extension of the Marxist theory as it assumes that, due to capitalism according to Manjoro (2017), Sissulowati, Rahutami and Winaro (2015) groups or classes of people can gradually emerge either formally or informally due to individual initiatives where residence is sought in affordable areas while those looking for accommodation could be sharing similar challenges. The culture of poverty is therefore necessitated by material deprivation not to specific religion. People in Zimbabwe are necessarily subscribing to various areas as such they are prone to be deprived of resources that are not available in the areas they reside. For this reason, poverty can necessarily be a result of the way of life in a particular geographical area. 
[bookmark: _Toc27974]Neo-Conservative theory
In the theory, Manjoro (2017) believes that, it attributes poverty to economic factors resulting from tensions between population pressures and subsistence. Poverty is therefore based on material wealth whereby overpopulation of the poor coupled with poorly managed capitalist system result in poverty. It is also necessitated by a mismatch in production capacity and population. The theory believes in an absurd solution though it actually happens in reality. In the theory positive checks like wars, famine and plagues these do curb overpopulation and, in some way, reduce poverty. 
[bookmark: _Toc2725]Socio-democratic theory
The theory denotes poverty as a result of class struggles. Politics in which goods and services are produced and distributed has an effect on poverty just like the means of production. This theory explains why some classes of society are poor comparably to the other. The regional statistics in Zimbabwe have presented Mashonaland Central as the poorest despite many endowments in mineral and labour resources. The big cities Harare and Bulawayo are the ones with the lowest poverty rates in all provinces of the country as illustrated by Zimbabwe Poverty Report (2019). This alone speaks volumes as to how goods and services are distributed in rural area when compared to urban areas. Jobs and opportunities do also favour the urban set ups even channels of distribution are well manned in urban areas than in rural areas, necessitating penury especially in rural areas.

[bookmark: _Toc25749]Social Darwinist theory
This theory assumes that poverty is a self-afflicted situation and such situation will evolve over time. Darwin is well known for his theory of evolution and proponents to this theory also do assume that poverty evolves in various stages. As explained by Manjoro (2017) Poverty is therefore the final judgement and purgative by which the society selectively eliminate the unfit. The proponents herein propose that, there is normal class poverty which is caused by normal ecological and social developments that take place leading to handicaps, old age, orphans and vulnerable children. Poverty in this notion is eliminated through movement from one social class to the other. There is also lower-class poverty which they assume is caused by habits or cultural practices and norms of the poor or lifestyle that does not pay attention to work, self-improvement, and service to the family. These habits are therefore carried on from one generation to the other and in some cases perfected while perpetuating poverty 

















[bookmark: _Toc14156]Chapter 3 Poverty as a mindset
“We are Kings or Pons of our own mind-set.” Napoleon Bonaparte 
We all wonder and ponder, if the poor will ever have a sigh of relief when it comes to poverty.  Poverty is the true nemesis; we have to fight it tooth and nail everywhere around the world. The overarching question is what constitutes poverty and who qualify to be called poor?  The funny part is, some people who we see as rich regard themselves a poor. It is very true they can be very poor while we emulate them as rich people. Over and above that, they are some people we feel they are far worse than us when it comes to standards of life but somehow, they do not even feel that way. They could have been through a lot of challenges to such an extent that the positions we see them today may be too big an achievement to them such that, they do not regard themselves as poor anymore. If so, what then is poverty, who are the poor? We can therefore suggest that over and above the explanations previous chapters, poverty is also a mind-set. Even if some of us can afford more than three to four meals a day, with good shelter, water and clean air we still regard ourselves as poor. There is nothing wrong with that, we all want to be better off than yesterday and somehow meet the predetermined standards of life. 
From an African perspective and let me zero it down to a Zimbabwean one, my country of origin. As we were growing up, we used to emulate people with nice cars, houses and those who could speak English fluently and say aha these are rich people, they are living a better life and they are actually not poor. I would like to think that they also felt the same about themselves but, as I travelled in other parts of Africa, I said alas hey hold on, there were people who were rich comparably to those we used to emulate in our neighbourhood. Many thanks to the internet it opened our views as to who are the richest what do they own and what they do, at least we were enlightened and we saw issues with a different eye and from multiple perspectives. The people we grew up emulating, some of them were a medical bill away from poverty, and some were summarily dismissed from their jobs and booted out from company houses.  Company cars they were given could not last them longer as they failed to service them well. We came to the conclusion that, there is a very thin line separating the employed rich and the poor. With a blink of an eye tables can turn, company closures due to economic instability or other reasons can see someone stranded and depressed.  
In some studies, it was noted that most people who lost their jobs in Zimbabwe suffered depression, and most of them did not last more than five  years, in fact they died of various sought of illnesses. Maybe, it has been the effects of depression and trying to cope up with the new way life or rather, it is because most of them were ill but, they could afford medical bills which were expensive because they were working then retrenchment became the game changer. This happens when we live a lie, it is traumatic to later realise that you are poor when you have been spending your salary money over the roof and spoiling friends and family with beer and goodies. The funny part is we are laughed at most by people who we used to show love and care, I call it the African reality. In this chapter I will discuss mind-sets we have as Zimbabwean and as Africans that keep our shoulders below the ground
[bookmark: _Toc31107]Urban-life mindset
“We have to think past conventional thoughts to do away with penury.”
Firstly, I would like to mention the urban life mind-set. It is a mind-set that most people in Zimbabwe have, sorry as I am, I cannot speak on behalf of other countries but I know it can actually apply to many countries around the world. The thought that, if we are staying in urban areas or if we live in Harare the capital city then, we are way better than people living in the countryside. Well, there are many opportunities that come along with staying in the capital city and most people would like to have their businesses in the city meaning more job opportunities and entrepreneurial opportunities that is if, there is any entrepreneurial thought ever. It is unfortunate that the living conditions in Harare and other towns are getting tougher to date owing to power cuts by supply authority, poor water and sanitation by city councils, poor road maintenance and maybe all this is caused by too much pressure that is exerted on cities in relation to their population holding capacities. Most people residing in low density areas of Zimbabwean towns have resonated to drilling boreholes and using generators until fuel supply became a crisis then, they started thinking they can resonate to solar energy. In high density suburbs the situation remains deplorable as people get most of their water from unprotected wells affected by running sewage leading to challenges with cholera and typhoid. 
We call this poverty, believe me poverty is when you cannot afford basic needs like clean water, when your entire salary or earnings are halved buy buying energy in form of gas, firewood and paraffin to at least prepare a meal, when you have already prepaid for electricity that is seldom switched on in your suburb.  The reality so far has proved to me that a well-established homestead in the rural areas can take you through thick and thins of economic meltdown, political instability and violent demonstrations which affect predominantly urban areas. The perfect rural homestead can be a safe haven for a family that seeks to live a life that is cheap, with clean water and air, food that you do not need to buy, especially when following an integrated farming model which I will explain later in the chapters to follow.  Mind you I did not say people in rural area are not poor, rather I reinforce on the fact that, they can have a better standard of life comparably to that of people in high density suburbs of Zimbabwe. If we happen to do away with the urban-life mind-set and start investing in rural areas building better homes there and running more income generating projects from the rural areas we will have more to sell in the cities and abroad, trust me even if we happen to lose jobs in the cities, we can still live a better life than to fall back into extreme penury.  Most people in rural areas do not buy vegetables, maize, meat and other fruits they have them enough in stock, if you are staying in the city and manage to save on these in the long run you can invest your money somewhere else where you can earn more. 
[bookmark: _Toc12279]See mee am rich mindset
“Your biggest competitor is your own view for the future.”
I have seen a weakness and it is common amongst us, worse with the influx of various platforms or social media platforms. We are building on a culture of posting our prosperity, possessions and property up to a point of posting even if we buy new clothes, shoes and jewellery. Trust me am not jealousy of my pals who are making it better than me in life but I have noticed something that has led most of social media active users to bankruptcy. Once one posts something let’s say a car the next person is motivated to post a car that is better than the one the first pal posted. In this notion we end up focusing on competition rather than our life goals. 
This situation is not common to social media addicts alone I have seen it also even in rural communities’ way before introduction of smart-phones. Farmers in our area used to compete on buying cars and some were rather much crazy they could compete in marrying beautiful wives who by the end of the next season will be fade out due to hard labour, pathetic isn’t it.  This anomaly is robbing people slowly from having better life hinged on achieving their life-line goals to a competitive life-style which will not sustain them in a near future. 
See me am rich mind-set actually leads to poverty. The more you try to show off that you have made it in life, the more you lose track of your vision and values. To fight out this mentality, just remember there is a person who actually made money more than that which is in your pocket now. Every cent counts you have to use it wisely and sparingly. More often the shock of having something new propels the zeal to show off, in reality most people who show off are actually the ones who do not afford the type of life they are showing off. With this notion in mind, I would like to set it clear to everyone who does not want to sink back in poverty, to at least be silent and adopt an undercover approach when it comes to prosperity and wealth acquisition. I do not know about your communities but, from where I come from most people who managed to breakthrough and become rich were accused of having juju or gobbling and the characteristic of having such was that after sometime the wealth acquired through those unorthodox means will fade away leading back to extreme penury. I don’t know how far true this worked out but I can neither deny it nor approve it because I actually do not know very well on this. What am sure of is that most people who become rich in Zimbabwe want it to be known that they are somewhere in life, yes, we have big names that are actually known for letting people know. In my first days I used to think they are the richest only to find out that the richest were actually silent and, in most cases, the richest in our country are not known. We need to train ourselves to calm down and work on wealth that last generations as done by other people. We used to stay at a farm owned by Martin Trace called Tawstock farm in Chegutu, the farmer used to tell us that he was still enjoying riches established by his grand grandfather. In short, a good man lives and inheritance for his children’s children, let us stop showing off and work on generational investments. In that way our kids will not be as poor as we are today.
[bookmark: _Toc20675]Garbage collector mindset
“If you buy things you don’t need, you’ll end up selling things you need, be careful.”
Everything we do not need or that which we cannot use is garbage. The simple wording states that, garbage in garbage out. The problem is that we have people who are busy collecting garbage not because they are insane but because they cannot let anything pass through. Let me break this down for you, there is a big difference between wants and needs. Wants are temporary, after a while you may realise that you no longer want something you were dying to have. But needs, needs are different. They are things that you cannot do without. More often we spend our incomes on wants than needs, then later when needs call up we realise we no longer have money to meet our basic needs. This explains why we sometimes live a poor life when we have a lot of things and goodies in our houses. The things we have; we cannot sell them immediately to have income that can sustain our immediate needs because there is no ready buyer for them. I now come back to the point I have raised before, why we sometimes perceive some people as rich yet they categorize themselves as poor. It is because of the garbage collector mind-set. 
I have seen this anomaly especially in most ladies, and do not quote me wrong also man have a garbage collector mind-set. I had lady friends who had a lot of hand bags, I mean a lot, I could not count them they were too many and most of them are seldom used out. The same with shoes and clothes on which some they never put on until they are way off fashion then it’s for surely garbage. Whenever we buy things, we do not need we will be tying our money in stock that will be obsolete without us being able to sell it out in the near future. So, poverty can be a situation where you have to much garbage which you cannot easily convert into cash or substitute or exchange with your basic need. In reality we are poor mainly because we have bought more wants than needs. For men or boys, it’s not too different a story, men I have seen do not fill up their closets they will rather buy beer and enjoy out with friends, not their relatives.  They fill out braai stands for few hours and tend to squander their monthly income in a space of few hours. Imagine the entire wage worked out for a week to just vanish in less than two hours.  

[bookmark: _Toc12182]Just me mindset
“You cannot have everything you want in this world where will you put it.” 
Selfishness, jealousy and antagonism they are inherent in the mind-sets of most Africans. We grew up in a society where the rich are blamed for having used uncouth ways to attain wealth if it is not just hatred.  The rich also fear to be bewitched by the poor, to such an extent that the rich and the poor seldom get together. People are kind of living in isolation in two spheres that do not mix nor mingle. In that case how will then the poor transcend to a better life, poverty will therefore be inherited from one generation to the other in the same line the same with wealth. The spirit of Ubuntu will be missing vehemently in our fabric and our DNA. Just me mind-set limits predominantly the poor from accessing skills and knowledge essential to enhance their capabilities to at least do better and live a better life. 
[bookmark: _Toc26210]Its not my fault mind-set
“Whilst you are pointing at someone else with one finger, many fingers are pointing at you.”
We live in a world where the government is blamed for every heartache, challenges and catastrophe even natural hazards. To some extent governments are responsible because they fail to deliver against poverty owing to poor policies they enact here and there and some of the policies can affect others in a positive way at the same time enhancing their well-being. People in Zimbabwe have gone to an extent of blaming the government even if they actually do nothing to enhance their well-being. Societies have a tendency of blaming others for their failures and their suffering. They can’t take credit for their failures and even the top government officials are culprits of the blame others mind-set. People justify themselves and seek the sympathy of others in the process. If we stop blaming others and start acting on our objectives, we will end up somewhere different from where we are today. Certainly, it may not be where we want exactly but definitely it will be somewhere better. We have to stop waiting for the government to act on our behalf, we should do away with the donor syndrome and a mind-set that some-one out there is going to act for us. Trust me, many will come offering to end your poverty, but none will fulfil such promises because they are busy working to put food on their tables and that of their siblings. We have to think through all thick and thin, lay out our plans and above all act upon them factoring in contingencies that may arise here forth. If we are not ready to stop blaming it on someone, then we should be ready to sink in penury forever. 
[bookmark: _Toc17248]Educated mindset
“Education enlightens.” Creswell Kubunga
We have many educated people in Zimbabwe, trust me we are the most educated if not the second best in Africa. Some would joke that if you throw a stone randomly in a Zimbabwean town you will probably hit a graduate with either a diploma, degree, masters if not a PhD holder or one studying towards one. True we take pride in that but contrary we are amongst the poorest and the most confused in the continent. Our education system somehow taught us to look for work after graduating so millions do graduate per year and trust me more companies are going down the drain and fewer jobs are actually being created. We have to stop thinking through our certificates and accolades because they are not going to bring food on our tables any-time soon. Some of the things we have been learning about may not apply in the world we are heading towards. We used to joke that while we were learning about insect body part at elementary level, the head, thorax and abdomen, the Chinese kids were learning about microchips and simple engineering models. Our education curriculum became obsolete and even the updated one may not catch up with time. The best way to sustain one so far is to leverage on entrepreneurship. Let us not shun from the so called dirty, donkey work like farming, construction and grass root start-ups because for the mean time it is the way to go. If possible, think like you have no degree and start looking at various avenues of making money over and above waiting for a job that may never come. 



[bookmark: _Toc30389]Chapter 4 Poverty as an outcome of lethargy
“Poverty creates problems that threaten our pursuit for happiness, let’s maximise our potential in fighting it on a daily basis, there’s no room for laziness against this cause.” Desmond Sithole
Lethargy is another term or word for laziness. Laziness comes in three aspects it can be through failure to use brains to think through faced with various contingencies. Lethargy can be in form of bones and lethargy of the mouth. These categories of laziness will be elaborated hereafter. We believe poverty can be propelled by laziness, because the outcomes of laziness or fruits of laziness are totally nothing tangible. People who are affected by lethargy do not produce something for their consumption and are usually on a go-slow motion when they are given work to at least earn for themselves. More often lethargy propels people to preach rhetoric than reality and somehow expect that God, Allah or ancestors will bless them with blisses even if they seat all day and do nothing. The reality is we all reap what we sow, not just that we sow, but that which we weed, cultivate for and that we add manure for or fertilizer. In other words, if we want to live a better life and at least distance ourselves from penury we have to act every day. Each day of our lives should be characterized by sowing, weeding and adding manure to our goals so that we reap something tangible. In other words, the sowing phase can be that of laying down our plans but we are not going to reap unless we keep working in our fields. 
[bookmark: _Toc21118]Cognitive lethargy
“As a man thinketh, so is he.” Proverbs 23: 7
More often people who are actually lazy to think and do want predominantly plans that are outlined for them. In fact, they love following instructions. This alone seems to create a sheath for themselves to live in shadows of other people. Be that as it may, they will spend most of their life, living in visions of other people. The reality about life is other people’s visions can help you survive but, they are not sustainable. Considering that, people decide when to hire you or fire you from their vision.  If only we start thinking about business ventures, small projects or any other income generating activities we may remain in the cocoons of penury. People who suffer from cognitive lethargy either develop this from childhood owing to the areas in which they were raised or, they inherit such inefficiencies of the brain from their parents or siblings who in their lifetimes could have never accorded time to lay down a plan for life or develop any life sustaining project. Cognitive lethargy causes people to be over depended on relatives, government or even donors. They somehow blame the government even if there is nothing they are doing on their part. Trust me, am not saying all governments manage resources wisely especially for the betterment of the people, to be honest most of the governments are poor managers when it comes to the nation’s resources especially for the purposes of benefiting its citizens. Cognitive lethargy needs a complete change of mind-set and way of thinking through re-socialization in form of training and development or through sermons in church or by various motivational speakers. The mind should be trained to play the doubles games or we will be stuck in penury. 
[bookmark: _Toc8124]Lethargy of enquiry
“If there is nothing to lose by asking, ask.” Irvine Gwatiringa
People can be lazy to ask; this sect of lethargy is pathetic. It is doleful, for the fact that we pretend to know even if we do not know. For this reason, we do not want to ask. We call it lethargy of enquiry because sometimes the knowledge we need to prosper or to swim off poverty is right next door. For the reason premised on our laziness to ask we spent most of our times suffering. We grew up around Ebenezer Dam in Utsigi Estate, we had neighbours who could spend most of their time talking behind the back of those who were prospering and managing their financing well. Instead of asking how to juggle their issues well the best they had was to hate those prospering, up to now trust me they cannot ask. 
We always ask simple questions as to what will happen to the world, if one person would dare to ask for an idea from a well up person as to how to map up life. We still try to imagine what will happen if one rich person takes time to upgrade just one poor soul from penury. Irvine Gwatiringa a pastor in the SDA church taught me when I was young that, over and above working towards your vision, if you happen to face a challenge along the ways do ask. My question was how easy was asking, especially in his way to establish oneself in life? His response was an unexpected one, it has been tough but, if there is nothing to lose by asking you have to ask. To some communities asking has been plunged with a terrible cost so vibrant to such an extent that, most people became hesitant to ask issues that matter to their lives. Up to now people find it difficult to enquire; asking should be that easy just in the same manner we ask for directions, so it should be as we ask for ideas to at least improve our projects or our businesses. 
Imagine you are travelling to an area you are not familiar with, and you do not take time to ask for directions and steps to take. It will probably take too longer a time to get to the place you want. If you are not lost somewhere somehow, the luckier you will be. The same to life when you want to dive off poverty, the fast way is to find people who know ways to expand your territory, your knowledge and your capabilities. These are definite directions as to how life is run. It was never easy for them, but if you happen to know the steps, they have taken to live a better life, it unilaterally means it will take you shorter a time to reach to your destination as you can avoid their mistakes which somehow will be documented and capitalise on their opportunities. A certain young man asked for help from my wife as to how to run his life and to better his finances. After a while the young man can no longer called young because he is now big in business. The advice is always start small and be disciplined follow through your plan over and above avoiding pitfalls as explained by others who have been running life sustaining projects of businesses. Poverty can be alleviated if we ask and act on our plans factoring in the good advice from those who have been through the same path. Aaron Rusikira mentioned that, there is nothing that will ever happen to you that is completely new. In your way you will probably face stumbling blocks. Ask your way through and do not lose hope, if there is nothing to lose by asking why not ask. 
[bookmark: _Toc4199]Physical Lethargy
“If you want to achieve something bigger, you’ve to make some big changes.” Silvester Stallone
People can be lazy to work; physical work can be painful, but trust me for the start it is worth it. It takes too longer a time to acquire machinery especially here in Zimbabwe considering that we will be working right from the scratch. After visiting Chindenga Area in Mutoko I realised that people there in depend predominantly on horticulture and to be sure the so called “mapuno,” you get it right tomatoes are the main source of income. I tried to infuse the idea in the people from our area specifically a member of the apostolic sect who attended church with my father. He sought advice from me as to how he can survive as he was struggling to raise even school fees for his kids. The man had a garden that seeped directly in Ebenezer dam so water was not supposed to be a problem when compared to people in Chindenga area who had to pump water or syphon it from long distances mostly down the slope with lengthy pipes which were costly. Believe me, people from Mutoko did not happen to have pipes and engines from the air, they started off by using their hands to irrigate till they grow up to a point that they afforded some, thumps up to the one who inspired people from this area to use their hands. When I told the guy he can venture into horticulture, he suggested he cannot start off by watering using cans he wanted someone to donate an engine and pipes to him. I was perplexed, I did not have an immediate answer to that, rather I thought my father could help him focus on what he had so far while he works for resources he did not have. All my words fell into deaf ears. Available was his friend who picked the advice and straight away went on to work on the project right now he is well up and managed to buy pumps and pipes including a truck to transport his produce to the market. Life does not change by seating around and doing nothing, life changes if only we start acting on the ideas we have or we have been given. I like that “Madzibaba” did not hesitate to ask but I was disgruntled to find out that he had physical lethargy.  
My advice to the one reading the book is that, if we want to shun away from penury, we have to work. There is physical pain that is felt when working yes, but it is worth it. We must work till our goals are achieved, our purposes established and our visions realised. It is not going to be easy, it will take much time yes, but if it is not now, when shall it be. We have to work tooth and nail if we are to fight poverty. We have to feel the pain while we raise money to buy technologies that will help us reduce the pain. We cannot wait upon donors, what if we are not blessed to be remembered by one. We cannot also not wait upon government, what if they do not have us in their minds while they pursue their political careers. We cannot wait upon leaders, if we read the iron law of oligarchy, we realise that leaders forget the people they are representing the moment they dance with the big boys. They however advance their personal goals on which we find ourselves not fitting in. A sad note it is, the only way to pave our way through is to capitalise on our energy firstly by working extra hard, while maximizing our potential and creating valuable products and services that can sustain our lives, help will meet us halfway. 
[bookmark: _Toc1701]Chapter 5 One way of doing things
“The highest level of insanity is doing one thing over and over again expecting a different answer”
Twenty- four years down the line, most people who were resettled under fast-track land reform program are not able to produce all year round. Their productive cycle is premised on the one way of doing things, a traditional one waiting for the rains. Sadly, dry spells do strike some seasons, leaving farmers perplexed and desperate as to what to do as they have never invested in irrigation systems. We are giving this as an example but this applies to any form of business, we all need an alternative course of action. Most resettled farmers may have been lacking knowledge that, what they are into is actually business and they ought to invest heavily in it. Instead of buying tractors and irrigation equipment amid favourable seasons they bought nice cars to enhance their status in their communities. I personally do not blame the new farmers for buying cars; it was a necessity since they were allocated land in areas that had no transport so their immediate problem could be the issue they addressed first. I recalled walking about 30 kilometres to the nearest grinding mill and shops, also I do remember walking in rain to the nearest hospital. So, trust me it’s a two faceted story, but the later affects most because amid climate changes propelled by global warming, more droughts are expected and most families will remain food insecure. If we had viable irrigation systems per each farmer it means, we could be stress free as a nation. 
People who depend on one way of doing things are at the brink of simple changes in their lifetimes that affect their strategy to sink back in poverty. There is a butcher who depended on electricity supplied by ZESA for refrigeration to keep the stocks cold and his business was entirely brought on its knees the moment ZESA announced its stage 4 of load shedding siting that water levels in Kariba dam were extremely low. If the butcher had solar system in place his business could have been saved, the same applies to other businesses that deal with perishable products and those that need to be kept cool. We need other ways of working out issues faced with eventualities. So, as you plan in your projects or your businesses are sure to look out for eventualities that may entirely affect your immediate strategy. Keep an eye on the internal and external or even the industry level environment and try to simulate how any minor or major change might mean to your business or project. If we are operating our life saving ventures in a precarious environment, it unilaterally means we have to keep track of the changes that happen around us, and beyond our borders so that we try to be ready with an alternative course of action hitherto, which we can permeate through when the things get tough or even when better opportunities arise. Things change very fast at one point we were under hyperinflation, at the other time we experienced deflation, after Robert Mugabe was removed from power by a coup d'état, the next government led by Emmerson Mnangagwa was under siege of ever rising prices fuel and power shortages together with weakening of the bond note. All these changes needed someone to be calculative and versatile specially to adjust along with the changes. 
People who believe in one way of survival can be affected by poverty once the strategy they depend on fail to work just once. Self-reference criterion, ethnocentrism and narrow mindedness affects one’s capability to see what others are doing well out there and adopt the better strategies and technologies to complement one’s work. Let us zero it down a bit, sometimes in life we just need to copy and paste other people’s strategies to at least have a start than to be stuck with our traditional means of survival. Alternative means of survival can be gathered through reading what other people elsewhere are actually doing in order to survive and live a better life. Blending your own means of survival with that of other cultures can be compared to a process called triangulation; the weaknesses of one method are counteracted by the strengths of the other method. We can cross pollinate our own ideas within the country, village or any community through different platforms hitherto which we can learn from others at the same time creating value that transcend beyond our poverty.
 If we become selfish with our strategies, we can actually become poorer than ever. Imagine if Strive Masiiwa and his Econet Wireless team were selfish with their knowledge how many businesses and individuals in Zimbabwe could be enjoying the convenience of transacting using wireless platforms like Eco cash. By sharing the means of doing business they actually made more money at the same time making it easier for people to carry money in their phones while they buy and sell by just few clicks on their cell phones. Sharing helps us not to be dependent on one way of doing things. If we keep knowledge to ourselves, it’s more likely that more knowledge will not get to us. People have a tendency of sharing with those who also like sharing. Business synergies are formed even at family level. I remember my father had a plough, but did not have oxen to pull it up, he had to partner with other families who had what he actually did not have. After a while we realised that farming knowledge cross pollinated from one farmer to the other and the traditional ways of doing things we have been following were completely transformed as farmers. We learnt the omnipotence of organic manure and mulching in times of droughts, we also learnt many ways of preserving water in our fields because there is not much rainfall in region 2B of Zimbabwe. In times of drought, we found ourselves having a better harvest compared to farmers in our same areas who did not invest in synergies. My point here is simple if we keep doing the same thing over and over again; we are likely to sink into oblivion. Change is the only constant force; it is the opposite of inertia. Actually, we cannot keep doing the same things, using the same ways yet our world is evolving constantly. Ecologically, politically, socially, economics, and technologically the world are at rapid change. We either change along or are stuck in anticipation that a miracle will fall from heaven to help us through. Trust me we need simulations as to what else can be done in case plan A did not work out. We also need to be change ready every time, Atkinson advocated for the flexible firm theory, the same our families should be flexible to adapt to changes happening in the environment. We are subjects of changes that happened in our entire life time, for this reason we have to have a plan and also plan for other options on which we have to act fast upon amid changes. 
[bookmark: _Toc5852]Generational poverty
“Be a fool of what you believe in because you are even a larger fool if you don’t.”
This other day was reading the bible; I wanted to understand if people have the right to confess good deeds especially at the funeral about the deceased. I wanted to note if what we consider good is actually what the God see in us. Most of us are used at commenting in funerals especially mentioning good tidings and behaviours of the deceased surprisingly we could have never mentioned or told the one in coffin or stored in high freezing mortuary refrigerators how good he was. The son of David wrote in the book of Proverbs chapter 13 verse 22 that, “A good man lives and inheritance to his children’s children…” we actually do have generational poverty because probably our parents left us with nothing to start and we work extra hard to rise from dust but, in as much as we are roses that grew from concrete, we might bloom for a while but we will seldom live behind something that is tangible for our children and the generations that comes after.  Trust me most of Zimbabwean youths do not remember their grandparents’ parents. It’s not their fault they probably left them nothing to make them worthy to remember or even to know. They left behind no legacy not even a book to read and share their thoughts, experiences, findings and solutions as to problems they encountered. Each generation is more likely learning from its own experiences and that propels poverty. I know my grandfather was, am not even aware of who begat Banderi. Likewise, we can explain that there was Misheck Takaedza Makasha Chando, grandfather to my wife, but we cannot tell who was behind the National hero. We can also learn about the successes and failures of our grandparents from other people who tell stories about them but they did not document their life experiences. The problem is, we could be walking in the same road they have walked before, assuming it will bring about prosperity but could not for them. Trust me there is an end, it is more likely to be the same. I have explained how one generation can be poor and the other falling in the same shoes of poverty. 
The other way a generation can be poor could be a result of the same line of work, one can point that because his grandfather was a soldier so shall it be for the whole clan. If your grandparent was a decorated cadre in a particular field but left behind not a treasure nor inheritance, it could be premised on the fact that the area of specialisation of the grandparent did not yield enough in terms of income or they actually did not use their finances wisely. There is need to constantly check if the generational profession or skills set is bringing about anything better for the next generation. We often find ourselves stuck and perplexed as to what else shall we do, given that our areas of specialisation fail to yield something tangible. We should at least keep scanning around for better opportunities so that we distance ourselves more from penury.  




[bookmark: _Toc27218]Chapter 6 Time

“For everything there is a fixed time, and a time for every business under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 3 verse1)
There is a fixed time for us on earth, and if we do not move along with time we will never catch up. Some will dare to say time is money, meaning they attach an economic value that we all look forward to bring an end to our suffering. I grew up in a farming community and do love farming so forgive me when I give examples that continuously relate to the farm. Rain season comes late November in Zimbabwe and ends Mid-March and as a farmer if you cannot manage your crops in that short space of time, you will certainly not harvest. My point is we all despite of race, creed, colour, gender or nationality, do have just 24 hours each day and we differ on what we chose to spend doing in that space of time. So do harvest, some do not but, it rains for everyone in the same neighbourhood.  I also came to realise that some people can have the same job, and probably the same amount of salary but, they live a completely different lifestyle with the same amount of money others do prosper and others do not. Let us hope we will find explanations to this. 
While conversing with the late, Mr Ib Hansen the former Chairman for Humana people to people he told me that, make sure that whatever you spend your time doing all day is good enough to place, food, water, shelter and clothing on the table for you and your family. He thought these were the fundamentals needed in life to at least do away with penury. Everything else that comes beyond that, are the fruits of hard work, proper planning and endurance in implementation. Below are some of the pitfalls and errors in life that we make and these do eat up on our time and they will be discussed in brief as we go.
[bookmark: _Toc3286]Not having a daily schedule
“We cannot become who we need to be by remaining who we are.” Will Rogers

A schedule is a plan or an agenda you may want to call is a program well sequenced and explaining what you are going to do concerning your future. It can be a temporarily organised plan for matters to be attended to. We all do have our life goals, and to achieve those goals we need a daily plan that helps us get closer in achieving our goals each day. Most people fail to achieve any of their goals because they do not lay a road map to achieve the stated goals, neither do they have a broken-down plan and list of events towards achieving their goals. 
Luckily, we have gurus in software technology who managed to design software applications like Microsoft projects and other Android based software that help us plan and progress check on our endeavours to understand how close we are from attaining our goals. We need goals and we need daily plans for getting closer to them or else we will not achieve.  Those who coined time to be money understood that, goals are set within a given timeframe of which they ought to be achieved be that as it may, if we fail to utilise every minute of our lives for productive good, it means we are actually extending or prolonging the time we were supposed to have attained our goals. It also means more time of suffering, pain or misery. It also means higher chances of failing to attain the predetermined goals. 
We have people who do have schedules, but are not religious to their schedules. Not sticking to your schedule is the same as not writing it in the first place. Many are people who are very good in planning, but take only few steps before they throw their life plans away. There is a daily routine that we take every day, and that routine needs to be checked if it’s a routine that help us meet our goals or not. We tend to plan for a day but, the way we live our lives on a daily basis tend to take over. People love consistency, when their daily routine is broken down, they tend to resist and try to squeeze back to their routine. Setting out a schedule to follow each day actually breaks a routine. It actually means following steps that helps you achieve different goals because with a same routine we achieve the same old goals. We need a constant change in the way we live our lives on a daily basis so as to fit with the new goals we set for our lives and do away with poverty. 
[bookmark: _Toc4869]Procrastination 
“Success is not an accident, neither failure, but all result from actions and inactions that you take in your journey of life.” Dennis Waitely
Let us remember all problems we are facing today are symptoms of poverty so let us set out our plans, work while sticking to then religiously at the same time configuring contingencies that happen in our environment. I would like to echo on the sentiments by Waitely who thought that sometimes we do not take action by postponing issues or steps on our schedules. if we are guilty of procrastination, we are our own bakery to poverty. We can act now or relax now the choice is ours, but as I have said before no one will come to pull us out of penury no, never. We have to act now and let us stop procrastinating. Each day, every hour, minute or second gone will never be recovered and for this reason our fight to do away with poverty needs to work tirelessly everyday every minute to at least cross through. 
Many a times we postpone our plans to factor in fun and leisure and or other issues that are not within our plans. However, we letter realise that, we are actually not going to catch up with schedules because time lost is like water poured on the ground you cannot pick it up. When it is all about having fun, you should know when to stop and get back to your schedule. Let us not procrastinate while we waste such time, our precious time discussing other people’s achievements and failures we should be cognisant of what we live for and work tirelessly on achieving what want. We all want the same, to be better, to live a happier life and trust poverty does rob us of our happiness, laughter and install in us suffering, depression and misery. It that what we want, hell no. we have to act on our plans here and now. 
We also need to be very careful with addictions, if possible, we should try out therapy on doing away with addictions because they eat up on our time. Some are drug addicts; the time you spent intoxicated could be used for something productive its wiser we work towards fighting such an addiction. Some are sex addicts and spend more time in brothels to have their sexual desires quenched. If you can control that and have such time with your wife, you can plan after satisfying your sexual desires and end up with something tangible. Some are glued to various sought of addictions that do not bring an end to poverty, it is crucial to work tirelessly in doing away with those. Our enemy is out there we need to fight it and there is no tomorrow the time is now.





[bookmark: _Toc10737]Chapter 7 Politics or economics
“Prominence is when your presence creates a lasting impression not solitary to your life but to the lives of individuals around you, your community, nation and or the world.”
Heroes came and many are gone as well, this chapter was written in the year we lost three great heroes as a nation called Zimbabwe. We had a hero called Oliver Mtukudzi, who achieved a lost in his career as a musician and his words inspired a lot of people around the world, his rhythm comforted many hearts. Despite controversies that were linked to him and his family, he was given the hero status and buried with national respect. The other hero was a sorcerer in our language we call him N’anga, the so called Ndunge from Chipinge despite giving people luck and goblins he was also well known for curing many illnesses and some mentioned even cancer.  We also lost Robert Gabriel Mugabe, who was at the forefront of Zimbabwe’s politics since 1963 till November 2017 when he controversially resigned after being the leader of Zimbabwe since 1980. All these people made histories, they did not just live for themselves but changed many people’s lives in Zimbabwe and abroad. All of them contributed a lot in either politics or economics.  The year 2019 was also a year of drought and cyclone Idai which swept Ngangu area in Chimanimani and Chipinge leading to death of many people, livestock and crops also infrastructure was destroyed. Questions were asked on disaster preparedness of a nation but in general 2019 was a year of mourning for the general population of Zimbabwe. 
Many people in our area survived through small scale gold panning in Mazowe catchment area on which they had to fight intruders from the Midlands known as Mashurugwi, who killed locals in Mashonaland Central using machetes. Unfortunately, the police did not do much in dealing with Mashurugwi neither did the army who even lost two of their officers in a fight with Mashurugwi near Aerodrome Shopping centre in Bindura. I do not know if am to call this politics or it is actually economics. We are almost at war every day as we try and fight to make ends meet. The problem that could have necessitated much suffering in Zimbabwe is that, we think politics more that we think economics and that leads to extreme penury especially to the general populace. Gone are the days that as a nation, we campaign basing on history and accolades achieved before. 

We need politicians who campaign telling us business models that will help their constituencies swim out of poverty. Not naked and fake promises, if we cannot take the parliament as a room of debating business models then we will debate policies, craft new ones but poverty will keep on knocking at our doors.
I have been following Zimbabwe’s politics both of the ruling party and the opposition. It lacked maturity and is dominated by either infighting within the party and much of demonizing the other party. Maybe, this is why I did not join politics and chose to be a businessman, writer and a philanthropist. Well, I know many politicians will hate what am to say, the reality is, if we can come up with business models per each constituency, that are run and well monitored by educated members of parliament who first debate the members’ business models in the parliament and then allocate funding to models that are well polished out and debated then, we can say thumps up for giving Members of Parliament the so-called constituency development fund. 
The reason behind calling for businesses is that, in the future we should reduce burden to the government for giving hand-outs to constituencies aimed at development. Proceeds from the well-run businesses should be used to develop the constituency. The Member of Parliament will then be given a performance contract on which he or she should earn 10 % of the company proceeds and the rest shall go for developmental projects or funding more sister companies within the constituencies. How is that a panacea to poverty? Many are people in our country who do not know how to run businesses, the better if they are workers and start earning. We cannot rely on foreign direct investment; it is not sustainable as the investor is at liberty to withdraw his/her investment anytime he feels necessary. With locally well-run companies at constituency level, there is sense of ownership on constituency members, the member of parliament is rated by success of such a company therefore he or she ought to maximize potential. Minister of State in the President’s office or even the President should have the prerogative to make checks and balances on constituency owned ventures over and above an independent audit team which works hand in glove with anti-corruption commission. Punishment for mismanaging community development funds should be hefty. It is just but our view, we cannot decide on this, only the president of a nation does. To either follow politics as an act of politicking or as an avenue to fight poverty. 
Greatness is when your existence lives a lasting impression not only to oneself but to the people around you, your community and abroad. If politicians really want to live a legacy an everlasting legacy. Let it be a legacy of business and fight to end penury for their people that to increase penury in exchange of self-aggrandizement. You will be a great hero if future generations say company so and so was facilitated or is a brainchild of former Member of Parliament for such a constituency, you will be a greater hero if people in your community can say if it wasn’t Minister so and so we could have been out there suffering. Your legacy is not what you gather for yourself, your legacy is told by people who you help live a better life or achieve their dreams. Your legacy is not measured, by your wardrobe when your relative share the remains of your clothes and belongings, your legacy is measured by what you have for created for them such that they will be able to buy for themselves when you are gone because whatever you have bought as they share will fade of fashion very soon. Your legacy is not about the chains of cars you buy but the companies you create for your people such that they will buy their own, each car you have may not see the next decade with the rate of technology. The best legacy you can live for your family, friends, community and or nation at large is a legacy of elevating them from penury. 
There is still time, time to contemplate on what you live for. Time to assess oneself, if you are actually helping your people to be better, given your position in life. Time to stop being selfish and start sharing even an idea. There is still more time to think economics as a politician. To have an introspection as to your legacy. Questions will be asked; answers will be demanded. Can we stand firm on the podium testifying that you have been a man every nation is craving for? Can your spouse stand firm telling us that you have been the best person ever especially in bringing about more happiness in your family and the community? If all these questions define the negative answer for you, there is still ample time to revisit your past and make corrections as we go into the near and unforeseeable future. It is crucial to pick the right battle and fight for a reasonable cause; the best fight is to fight for humanity not for oneself. A fight that will see excess in food, water, shelter, energy and clothing.  A fight that will see sustainable solutions against hunger and penury. A fight that will bring an end to misery and bring about laughter as well smiles. Hear me and understand this clearly, the real nemesis is poverty because it robs all of us off our happiness, good health and shelter, better transport and technology, options when faced with a disaster and restricts our mobility to see the beauty our own country is endowed with. Poverty stumps on our potential and makes us feel worthless. It’s all up to you to choose either politics or economics. 
[bookmark: _Toc20658]Chapter 8 Choices
“Life is about making choices all day every day, and each choice you make have a bearing on your future.”
Decisions are choices faced with alternatives, and each decision or choice we make have an opportunity cost, meaning the best alternative forgone. While some chose to attend University for four, six or seven years some chose to go for mining or farming and those who went for degrees could not have the income gains as compared to my other friends who chose working in farms and mines. Be that as it may, those who chose not to go for college diplomas and degrees also miss on the opportunity of being employed in professions that need professionals with knowledge that is only available in university repositories. Life is about choices; we have to choose our course of action wisely. Whatever choice you make it matters not, what matters is you actually have something you live for and even prepared to die for. There are wrong choices that we make amid peer pressure, and to sustain our egos. We ought to be careful with decisions we make on a daily basis or else they will lead us to penury. 
Peer pressure led some into drug and alcohol abuse which led to addictions that eat up on their finances on a daily basis. I have friends who spend almost half of their incomes in search of various sought of intoxication and they cannot control it. Some would like to say it’s because of evil spirits but the reality is, it is all about the choices we make. We can choose to and not to. Some after they received their pay checks while we were working at particular company chose to go through the pub on which they spend some of their income and the rest was stolen therein. With the same amount of money some chose to go straight home before dusk and they planned a way forward with their wives. We have people who made choices to date one partner and got married and they succumbed to early stifles of marriage but now they are healthy and happier with their families. On the same note, some chose to have multiple partners and fell in a network of relationships which compromised their health owing to sexually transmitted illnesses. Faced with such illness much blame is given to the healthy for bewitching the ill, who in some cases are ill because of wrong choices they have made in their life. Before we start blaming others on our poverty, we need introspection on our past choices that led us to be who we are today. Addictions, illnesses, and even choices that lead to us committing crimes leads to extreme penury. They increase the propensity for spending extra money to either solve out issues and or problems. 
I have witnessed how farmers in our community lose out especially when they sell out their crops. I would like to note especially tobacco farmers; some make choices to pick girlfriends that spend out all the money they could have worked for the entire season with their wives. A sorry state, the farmer comes back home empty handed. Some choices we make culminate in extreme penury before we start blaming Jack and Jill are our choices not worthy of introspection. If we want to end poverty, we need not to focus our energy outside, let us focus our energy inside so that recognize where in our lives are we ending up spending much when we were not supposed to be spending even a cent. 
Before we make a decision let us even at individual level try to underscore the cost and benefits that come along with the decisions we are to make. If we manage to create and sustain such a culture we will realize that most of our money can be saved neither are we found adopting a firefighting approach or regretting. Most people in our societies are stressed if not depressed because of wrong choices they have made before. We should live life without regrets. One of my friends ever told me that, he regrets dating the wife he is currently married to because he though her violent behaviour will stop but such a behaviour did not stop. 










Chapter 9 fighting poverty as a farmer 
“Soil without humus is sand, take care of your soil.” Desmond Sithole
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