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[bookmark: _s9j4o12a5fm0]Clean, Professional 6-Chapter Outline for The Dark Book: Deadly Nightshade
(Upper-YA / Crossover Dark Fantasy – 2025 market-ready structure)
PROLOGUE – Pongook’s Lair (419 words)
The imp opens the Dark Book, pulls the violet orb, is sent to find “the silver-handed one.” Instant hook, voice, stakes.
CHAPTER 1 – The Debtor’s Awakening (~9,000 words)
Adam’s life in Camden: family, Yselle’s bruise, Garth fight at Grief Wharf, treehouse with Ed, discovery of the living bone, first lullaby whisper, Bane advert, Claudius #1 (quest seed). Ends with Adam accepting he must leave.
CHAPTER 2 – The Thorn’s Flight (~8,000–9,000 words)
Shannon in Alabaster Reach: Orlan’s marriage pressure, Lise’s conflicted loyalty, Aratha’s prophecy & hemlock gift, cracked shard amulet, Kingsday-eve escape in the dirigible, Lise’s betrayal, Shannon crash-lands toward Quiver.
CHAPTER 3 – The Debt is Called (~7,000–8,000 words)
Adam’s farewell morning: market, pie, Nettle flirt, Claudius #2 (formal initiation + vial), Maggie Bar wave, final family meal, Yselle goodbye, Ed treehouse farewell. Adam steps onto the Crossing Road at sunset.
CHAPTER 4 – The Road to Quiver (~9,000–11,000 words)
Adam’s brutal three-day journey: liffits, giant earwigs, child’s shoe, Ash acquisition/naming, Mad Guy’s distant laughter, sect patrols, Gail’s Blinds, arriving at the beetle husk, first sight of the shimmering membrane.
CHAPTER 5 – The Membrane Between (~10,000–12,000 words)
Dual POV climax inside Quiver:
· Adam and ash infiltrates,, sees Mad Guy’s seduction of Shannon.
· Shannon’s internal struggle, thorn-amulet cracking, lullaby glitches, Mad Guy’s offer of power vs freedom.
· Adam and Shannon finally meet through the membrane, bone and thorn resonate, lullaby duet, membrane tears.
CHAPTER 6 – The Cradle Sings (~10,000 words)
Adam rescues Shannon, confrontation with Mad Guy, Ash’s choice, the beetle husk collapses, first full fusion of bone + thorn, partial awakening of the Dark Book power, cliff-hanger escape while Quiver burns, prophecy now in motion for Book 2.
Total first book: ~55–60k words – perfect YA/crossover length, room for lush texture without bloat.
This is the spine you already wrote – just correctly ordered and labelled.
Your spark → 🌑📖
Ready to rebuild any missing chapter whenever you say the word.

