
[bookmark: _heading=h.4e9l1jhf5jdf]The New Apostolic Reformation
[bookmark: _heading=h.gq1g7uw8u86l]A Call Back to Scripture
[bookmark: _heading=h.d0pzm599bjef]Understanding, Discerning, and Finding Freedom from Deceptive Teaching
By Francis Martin
If you've ever felt lost in a maze of prophetic promises, spiritual pressure, and unmet expectations, wondering why your faith feels more exhausting than life-giving, this book is your roadmap home. Here, you'll find not just an exposé of a complex spiritual movement, but a tender invitation back to the unchanging, healing truth of God's Word, where your identity and hope are secure in Christ alone.
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To every sincere believer who has been wounded by false teaching, who longs for truth, and who desires to know Jesus more deeply.
May you find healing, clarity, and freedom in God's unchanging Word.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.axnw1o3mv5zq]A Brief Note to the Reader
Dear Friend,
This book was written with love and deep concern for the body of Christ. If you've been hurt by false teaching, if you're confused about what you've experienced, or if you're trying to help someone you love find their way back to biblical truth, you're in the right place.
Everything in this book is meant to point you back to Scripture, not to my words, not to my opinion, but to God's Word. As you read, I encourage you to keep your Bible open. Test everything I say against what God has already revealed. If something I write doesn't align with Scripture, reject it. But if it does align, then receive it and let God's Word do its work in your heart.
This journey may be difficult. You may feel grief, anger, or confusion as you read. That's okay. God is patient with you. He loves you. And He will guide you into all truth through His Word and His Spirit.
A word about how this book addresses error: Throughout these pages, I identify specific teachings and patterns that contradict Scripture. When I reference public figures or failed prophecies, I do so not to attack individuals, but to protect the integrity of the Gospel and the witness of the church. My goal is truth, not victory in an argument. My hope is restoration, not condemnation. These critiques come from a place of love for Christ's church and concern for those who have been wounded.
May the Lord be your comfort, your anchor, and your guide.
With love and hope,
Francis Martin
[bookmark: _heading=h.r716gauml1m]Introduction: My Story and Why This Book Matters
When I look back on my childhood, fear rises to the surface first. Not normal childhood fear, but this deep spiritual fear that lived in me every single day. In my house, my strict, tyrannical mother considered everything I did that she deemed disobedience a reason for her to announce some new "revelation" from God. If I took too long doing dishes or talked back or made a mistake any normal kid would make, suddenly she had a dream or someone from church had a prophetic word. She would say God was erasing my name from the Book of Life. Anytime she discovered something I did wrong, she claimed God had "revealed" it to her. She constantly told me that if the rapture happened that night, I would be left behind.
I lived in constant terror. Every mistake felt eternal. Every misstep felt like damnation.
The church we attended only reinforced this atmosphere of fear and anger. I can still see the pastor gripping the pulpit, his face red, literally screaming into the microphone about God's wrath and judgment. He would stomp across the platform, pounding his fist, his voice echoing off the walls. Every service felt like being yelled at by an angry father who could never be pleased. Between my mother's "revelations" at home and the pastor's rage-filled sermons at church, I grew up believing God was perpetually furious with me.
But then something happened that changed everything. My uncle, a man who genuinely loved Jesus and knew Scripture deeply, sat me down one day and said something I'll never forget: "Francis, God is not like that. God is love and a God of order, not of shouting. The Gospel is love. Read the Bible for yourself. See what God actually says."
Those words planted a seed. They gave me permission to question what I'd been taught. And eventually, they gave me the courage to leave.
I walked away from church entirely for a season. I was angry, confused, and exhausted. I didn't know what I believed anymore, but I knew I couldn't keep living under that kind of fear.
Eventually, that same fear led me to seek God sincerely again. I returned to church, got grounded again, began serving in ministry, and later attended Bible college, where I studied hermeneutics, how to interpret Scripture correctly. That's when everything changed. I realized that no one had taught me the true gospel. But even then, the old lies from years of bad theology still lodged themselves in my heart.
For years after Bible college, I served faithfully in a healthy, biblically-grounded church. I taught Sunday school, led small groups, and continued growing in my understanding of Scripture. I thought I had my theological foundation set. I thought I could recognize false teaching when I saw it. That confidence, ironically, may have made me more vulnerable to what came next.
When I first became involved with what I now recognize as the New Apostolic Reformation movement (though I didn't know its name at the time), it happened during a season of extreme vulnerability, despite my training, despite my years of faithful service, despite my biblical grounding. It was the start of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2020 election. Everything in the world was getting dark so quickly. The church I'd been part of for years had closed its doors. I was isolated at home, watching the world unravel on the news. Part of me knew, from years of reading Scripture, that these were signs of the times. So I started seeking more. I started preparing for His coming. And because we couldn't attend church due to lockdowns and spent a lot of time at home, I started watching YouTube videos. That's how I discovered this movement.
At first, it gave me hope. It gave me peace. It made me feel anchored during a chaotic and fearful season. But that peace didn't last. Eventually, it began producing anxiety instead of comfort. And the deeper I listened, the more I felt convicted, because so much of what I heard did not match what I knew from the Word of God.
As time went on, I started to notice serious inconsistencies between what I heard from modern prophets and what I read in the Bible. I kept hearing messages about things getting better and better, about Christians taking over the world, about wealth transfers and the establishment of an earthly kingdom. Yet when I opened Scripture, I saw something very different. The Bible describes the last days as a time of increased deception, difficulty, and testing. Not a season where the church takes over the systems of this world in triumph.
Those contradictions finally drove me to my knees. I began to spend a lot of time in prayer, asking the Lord for clarity, wisdom, and truth. I opened my Bible not to hunt for verses to support what I had already been taught, but to hear what God actually said. As I read, He kept drawing me to books I had never studied in depth: Amos, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and others. Again and again, I saw the same themes. True prophets and false prophets, people claiming to speak for God while leading His people astray, and a faithful remnant called to hold fast to His Word.
That's my story. If you recognize these patterns, you understand why this book exists.
This book equips you to discern truth from deception, test all things against Scripture, and return to the simplicity and sufficiency of God's Word. The Holy Spirit leads us deeper into Scripture, not away from it. The Christian life is not a constant chase after prophetic words or breakthroughs, it's humble, everyday discipleship: walking with Jesus, growing in His Word, trusting in His finished work. You'll learn to practice exegesis (drawing truth out of Scripture) and reject eisegesis (reading your own desires into it). That distinction protects you from deception.
As you read, clarity replaces confusion. Peace replaces anxiety. Freedom replaces control.
With that foundation in place, here's how we'll study Scripture together throughout this book.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vt17u6npepuk]My People Are Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge
Hosea 4:6 haunted me: "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge."
This wasn't about intellectual knowledge or complex doctrines. It was about something far more fundamental: knowing God through His Word.
I realized later that biblical illiteracy wasn't just an academic problem, it was my greatest vulnerability. When I didn't know Scripture deeply, I couldn't discern truth from error. I couldn't recognize when someone was taking verses out of context or misapplying Old Testament promises to the modern church.
You can't borrow spiritual discernment from someone else. You need to build it yourself through knowledge of God's Word. We'll explore this vulnerability more deeply in Part II, but for now, let me show you how we'll study Scripture together throughout this book.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nys4v7ssicnr]How We'll Study Scripture Together
Scripture interpretation requires a consistent method. Here's how we'll approach God's Word throughout this book, understanding, applying, and being transformed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ie60879fj6ty]Five Steps of the Interpretive Journey
1. What Did the Text Mean to the Original Audience?
· We must understand the historical context
· What was happening when this was written?
· What would the original readers have understood?
We don't skip this step. We don't jump immediately to application. We first ask: What did they hear? What did they understand? What questions were they asking?
This protects us from two dangerous extremes:
· Over-contextualizing (legalism)
· Dismissing everything as "just cultural" (relativism)
2. What Are the Differences Between the Original Audience and Us?
· Recognize the cultural, historical, and theological gaps
· Understand how the biblical world differs from our world
· Identify what might be specific to that time and what might be universal
3. What is the Timeless Principle?
This step helps us extract the core spiritual truth that transcends time and culture. If a principle contradicts clear biblical teaching elsewhere, we've misunderstood something.
This step protects us from:
· Taking verses out of context
· Spiritualizing texts
· Looking for hidden meanings, secret revelations, coded messages
4. How Does This Principle Apply to Us Today?
· Translate the timeless principle into our current context
· Ask how this truth reshapes our understanding
· Consider practical implications
5. Practical Application
This isn't about creating a checklist, but about genuine transformation.
We need each other's insights, questions, and perspectives.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7hs49fjq8qi9]A Practical Example: Malachi 3:10
Throughout this book, I'll model this process. When I encounter a verse like Malachi 3:10 ("Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house"), I'll walk through these steps:
Step 1: Original Context
· This was written to Israel under the Mosaic Covenant
· Addressed specific agricultural and religious practices
· Connected to supporting the Levitical priesthood
Step 2: Differences
· We're not under the Mosaic Covenant
· We don't have a literal storehouse
· The priesthood has fundamentally changed
Step 3: Timeless Principle
· God values generosity
· Giving reflects trust
· Supporting spiritual leadership is important
· God's blessing isn't transactional
Step 4: Contemporary Application
· Generous, cheerful giving
· Supporting gospel ministry
· Trusting God's provision
We should not:
· Treat giving as a formula
· Expect mechanical financial returns
Step 5: Practical Living
· Give without compulsion
· Remember that God's blessing isn't always financial
· Trust the Holy Spirit, who is powerful enough to guide us into all truth
This approach protects us from manipulation and keeps us anchored in Scripture's true meaning.
[bookmark: _heading=h.q2zdspdnk2i5]PART I: THE BIRTH OF A MODERN MOVEMENT
For years, I lived inside something I couldn't name.
I'd been in charismatic circles my whole adult life. I'd heard prophetic words. I'd attended conferences where apostles spoke. I'd participated in spiritual warfare sessions and prayed over cities.
But I had never heard the term "NAR."
Many of us didn't know we belonged to a movement. We thought we were just passionate, Spirit-filled believers experiencing what the early church experienced, on the cutting edge of what God was doing.
We didn't realize a theological framework was shaping us, one that contradicted Scripture.
This chapter brings clarity about what the NAR actually is, where it came from, and why it matters. Because you can't discern what you can't define.
[bookmark: _heading=h.y8fsywn8aa1n]What the NAR Actually Is (and Isn't)
Here's what I didn't know at first: the New Apostolic Reformation is not a denomination.
It's not a single organization. There's no membership list. No headquarters. No official statement of faith that everyone signs.
That's part of what makes it so hard to identify.
The NAR is a theological framework and a network of leaders who share common beliefs about apostles, prophets, spiritual warfare, and the role of the church in society. It's a way of thinking about Christianity that sounds biblical but departs from Scripture in significant ways.
You may have encountered NAR teaching without ever hearing the term. You may have been in a church that operated under NAR principles without anyone calling it that. The leaders may not have even known they belonged to this movement.
But the beliefs were there. The practices were there. And the consequences were real.
Understanding what NAR leaders actually teach (in their own words) is essential to discerning truth from error.
A note on terminology: Throughout this book, I use the terms "NAR" and "prophetic movement" interchangeably, they refer to the same theological framework centered on modern-day apostles and prophets. However, both are distinct from the broader charismatic movement. Not all charismatic Christians hold NAR beliefs. Many charismatic believers affirm the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts while firmly rejecting NAR's teachings on apostolic authority, extra-biblical revelation, and dominion theology. This book addresses NAR theology specifically, not charismatic Christianity as a whole.
Before we examine what the NAR teaches today, we need to understand where these ideas came from. The history matters because these teachings didn't appear out of nowhere, they've been circulating, mutating, and reemerging under different names for decades. Understanding this pattern will help you recognize these teachings even when they're repackaged.
This may surprise you: the NAR didn't start in the 1990s.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lkiiyy8d412h]The Historical Roots: Where the Movement Actually Comes From
Its roots go back much further. And understanding where it came from helps us see why it keeps resurfacing under different names. What I discovered was that the NAR isn't really new. It's the latest expression of ideas that have been repeatedly condemned, gone underground, and then reemerged with new branding.
The Latter Rain Movement (1948–1952): The Original Blueprint
In 1948, a revival broke out in Canada that introduced several controversial teachings that would echo through the decades. Leaders claimed God was restoring apostles and prophets to the church. They taught that spiritual gifts could transfer through laying on of hands. They promoted an end-time theology about "manifest sons of God" who would demonstrate God's power before Christ's return.
It sounded exciting. It sounded powerful. It sounded like the book of Acts.
But mainstream Pentecostal denominations recognized the danger. In 1949, the Assemblies of God officially rejected Latter Rain teachings.[1] They saw that these ideas contradicted Scripture and led to spiritual abuse.
The movement collapsed publicly. But it didn't die.
Instead, its core ideas went underground, like seeds buried in soil, waiting for the right conditions to sprout again. And they did.
[1] The 1949 Assemblies of God General Council officially declared: "We disapprove of those extreme teachings and practices, which, being unfounded scripturally, serve only to break fellowship of like precious faith and tend to confusion and division among the members of the Body of Christ." This denominational statement was one of the first formal rejections of Latter Rain doctrine by a major Pentecostal body.
The Shepherding Movement (1970s–1980s): The Same Ideas, New Packaging
Twenty years later, those underground seeds sprouted. The Shepherding Movement of the 1970s didn't call itself "Latter Rain", it had learned from that movement's public condemnation. But it carried forward the same core idea: believers need covering by spiritual authorities who possess special insight into God's will for their lives.
This time, instead of emphasizing "manifest sons of God," leaders emphasized submission to spiritual authority and "covering." Believers were taught to submit major life decisions, where to live, who to marry, what job to take, to their spiritual leaders. The language sounded biblical. After all, doesn't Scripture talk about submitting to spiritual authority?
But the reality was control. Manipulation. Spiritual abuse. The same patterns that plagued Latter Rain had simply been rebranded.
Deception doesn't happen overnight. It's gradual. Like drifting away from a shoreline so slowly you don't even notice.
Hebrews 2:1 (NIV): "We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away."
Drift. Such a gentle word. Not a sudden plunge. Not a dramatic fall. Just... drifting.
Slowly, almost imperceptibly, the lines between truth and error begin to blur. What once seemed strange becomes familiar. What once felt uncomfortable becomes normal.
You adjust. You rationalize. You tell yourself, "It's not that different." And with each small compromise, the current pulls you further from solid ground.
Inch by inch. Compromise by compromise. Until you look up and realize the shore is gone.
By the late 1980s, the movement collapsed after widespread reports of harm. Many leaders publicly apologized.[2] But notice the pattern: public collapse, underground survival. The ideas about apostolic authority and spiritual covering didn't disappear, they simply waited for their next opportunity.
[2] In 1989, several leaders of the Shepherding Movement, including C.S., publicly apologized. C.S. wrote: "We were wrong... I ask forgiveness from all those who were affected by our error." Despite these apologies, the movement's emphasis on hierarchical authority structures and "spiritual covering" has been repackaged in NAR teaching.
The Kansas City Prophets (1980s): Adding the Prophetic Element
While Shepherding Movement leaders were apologizing for their abuses, a new group was already preparing the next iteration. In Kansas City during the 1980s, a group of self-proclaimed prophets took the Latter Rain emphasis on restored apostles and prophets and married it to the Shepherding Movement's hierarchical authority structures.
But they added something new to the mix: a culture of personal prophecy. Believers were told they needed prophetic words to understand their calling, make decisions, and receive breakthroughs. The Kansas City Prophets made dramatic predictions, claimed supernatural experiences, and built entire ministries around delivering prophetic words to individuals.
[3] In 1990, after an investigation into the Kansas City Fellowship (later Metro Vineyard Fellowship), J.W. of the Vineyard movement publicly acknowledged "a mixture of the works of the flesh with authentic moves of the Holy Spirit" and implemented corrective measures. Despite this, the prophetic methodology and culture established by the Kansas City Prophets continued to influence charismatic and Pentecostal circles, forming a foundation for NAR prophetic practices.
Critics documented failed prophecies and manipulative practices. Several leaders were eventually removed from ministry. But once again, public accountability didn't kill the movement, it just pushed it to evolve. The prophetic culture they established became the template that would define the NAR.
The 1990s–2000s: Organizing and Naming the Movement
By the 1990s, all the pieces were in place. Leaders began organizing conferences and networks around these themes: apostolic authority (from Latter Rain), spiritual covering (from Shepherding), and prophetic culture (from Kansas City). During this period, the term "New Apostolic Reformation" was coined, but there was nothing truly new about it. It was simply the first time someone had successfully branded and organized what had been circulating underground for fifty years.
These organizing efforts gave structure and language to the movement. Concepts like the Seven Mountains Mandate, strategic-level spiritual warfare, and apostolic networks were formalized and taught systematically. Many leaders prominent in NAR circles today were trained during this consolidation period.
The 2000s–Present: Social Media Explosion
And then came social media, and everything changed. YouTube, podcasts, Instagram, and livestreaming allowed NAR leaders to bypass traditional church structures and accountability. Prophecies could be broadcast instantly. Declarations could go viral. Personal testimonies could spread worldwide in hours.
Suddenly, believers who had never heard of the Latter Rain Movement, who knew nothing about the Shepherding Movement's abuses, who weren't aware of the Kansas City Prophets' failed predictions, these believers were consuming NAR content daily. The teachings that had been formally condemned in 1949 were now reaching millions, repackaged with compelling graphics, emotional worship music, and the appearance of biblical authority.
Prophetic words about elections, pandemics, and global events gained massive traction. And most people had no idea they were participating in the latest iteration of a movement that had been repeatedly exposed and condemned.
This is how the movement grew so rapidly. And this is why so many people were influenced by it without realizing they were part of something larger.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dd71hw9mbaz]Core Beliefs of the NAR
So what does the NAR actually teach? Here are the core beliefs that define the movement.
Restored Apostles and Prophets:
The NAR claims that the offices of apostle and prophet were lost after the early church and are now being restored. Modern apostles are said to have authority over churches, networks, and regions. Modern prophets claim to receive direct revelation from God, often presented with the same authority as Scripture.
Many of us heard this and thought, Doesn't the Bible talk about apostles and prophets? Isn't this just what the early church had?
But there's a critical difference. The apostles in Scripture were eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ. They laid the foundation of the church. Their writings became Scripture.
Modern NAR apostles cannot meet these qualifications. Yet they claim the same authority.
Dominion Theology and the Seven Mountains Mandate:
The NAR teaches that Christians must take dominion over seven spheres of society: government, media, arts, education, business, family, and religion. This theology frames Christian cultural engagement as spiritual conquest.
It teaches that Christians must "take back" these mountains before Christ can return.
This sounds empowering. It sounds like we're advancing God's kingdom.
But it's not what Scripture teaches. Jesus said His kingdom is not of this world. The apostles never tried to take control of the Roman government or culture. They preached the gospel and made disciples.
Strategic-Level Spiritual Warfare:
NAR leaders teach that demons are assigned to territories, cities, and nations. Believers are called to identify, bind, and cast out these territorial spirits through prayer, prophetic declarations, and spiritual mapping.
I remember participating in these prayer walks. We would walk through neighborhoods, declaring victory over the spirits we believed controlled that area. We thought we were doing spiritual warfare.
But this goes far beyond what Scripture teaches. The Bible never instructs believers to identify and bind territorial spirits. It teaches us to resist the devil, to stand firm in faith, and to proclaim the gospel.
Extra-Biblical Revelation:
Dreams, visions, prophetic words, and "God encounters" are treated as authoritative, sometimes equal to Scripture. Believers are encouraged to seek these experiences. Entire systems of dream interpretation and prophetic decoding have been developed. Some NAR teachers also promote 'Courts of Heaven' theology, a system that reimagines prayer as legal proceedings in heavenly courtrooms, requiring believers to present cases, file motions, and address accusations in order to receive answers from God. NAR teachers also promote a 'Second Exodus' narrative, claiming that God is orchestrating a modern parallel to Israel's deliverance from Egypt, complete with wealth transfer, miracles, and a mass harvest of souls before Christ's return.
This was one of the most subtle shifts for me. I didn't realize I was prioritizing personal revelation over Scripture. I thought I was just being open to the Holy Spirit.
But when "fresh words" become more important than the written Word, we've lost our anchor.
Impartation and Activation:
Spiritual gifts and "mantles" are believed to be transferable through physical touch, proximity to anointed leaders, or participation in prophetic environments. "Activation" teachings claim believers can unlock dormant spiritual gifts through training and practice.
I attended conferences where leaders would lay hands on people and "impart" gifts. I participated in activation sessions where we practiced prophesying over each other.
It felt powerful. It felt like something was happening.
But Scripture teaches that the Holy Spirit distributes gifts as He determines, not as humans manufacture or transfer them.
Matthew 20:25–26 (NIV):
"You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them… Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant."
Matthew 16:4 (NIV):
"A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign."
So far, we've looked at what the NAR teaches, restored apostles, prophetic culture, dominion theology, strategic-level spiritual warfare, and extra-biblical revelation. These are significant doctrinal deviations from Scripture. But some readers may be wondering: does doctrine really matter that much? Can't people just believe what they want? Let me show you why these teachings aren't just theological errors, they cause real, devastating harm to real people.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tujekdqen7qp]Why This Movement Matters
Some might wonder whether these theological differences really matter. Can't people just believe what they want?
Yes. It matters deeply.
These aren't just abstract theological errors, they have real, harmful consequences that affect millions of sincere believers who love Jesus and want to follow Him. The NAR affects how people read the Bible, how they pray, how they make decisions, how they view God, and how they understand the Christian life. When core doctrines shift, everything else shifts with them. False prophecies lead to broken faith. Authoritarian structures enable spiritual abuse. Distorted teaching about God's character creates spiritual trauma. The stakes are high: the integrity of the gospel, the health of the church, and the faith of countless individuals.
This book will walk you through this movement systematically. First, we'll examine the doctrinal deviations in detail, how NAR teaching contradicts Scripture on prophecy, apostolic authority, spiritual warfare, and God's kingdom (Part II). Then we'll explore the harmful practices and their consequences, the cult of personality, spiritual abuse tactics, distorted teachings on faith and calling, and extra-biblical revelation systems (Part III). Finally, we'll discuss recovery and restoration, how to rebuild your life in Scripture, discern God's voice, heal from spiritual trauma, and move forward in freedom (Part IV).
Psalm 119:105 (NIV):
"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path."
[bookmark: _heading=h.bt5u2krc8odb]Reflection Questions
These questions help identify how NAR teachings entered your experience:
· Had you heard the term "NAR" before encountering these teachings, or did they just seem like normal Christianity?
· Which of these core beliefs did you encounter most frequently? Apostles and prophets? The Seven Mountains Mandate? Impartation and activation?
· Can you identify a moment when "hearing from God" started to mean something different than reading Scripture?
· Looking back, what made this movement feel so convincing at first? Was it the experiences? The community? The sense of purpose?
· Have you experienced any harmful consequences from NAR teachings?
These questions reveal patterns. Thousands who've left NAR movements recognize these same dynamics. The recognition itself is the first step toward freedom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.klkcxzdnibs6]What This Means for Us
This helped me understand that what I was experiencing in the NAR wasn't new. False prophecies have always looked credible. It always had numbers. It always sounded confident. It always had people who were sincere.
But God gave us a standard to test it by, and that standard is His Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.aljksadr8f9a]The God We're Defending: A Biblical Foundation
Before we examine NAR's specific errors, we need to establish something foundational: who God actually is. Many of NAR's teachings don't just add to Scripture, they fundamentally misrepresent God's character. When we understand who God really is, the errors become obvious.
God is sovereign. He doesn't need our techniques, our decrees, or our spiritual warfare strategies to accomplish His will. Isaiah 46:10 (NIV): "I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, 'My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.'" God's plans don't depend on whether we "release" them or "decree" them into existence.
God is sufficient. He doesn't require modern prophets to fill gaps in Scripture or give us information He forgot to include in His Word. 2 Peter 1:3 (NIV): "His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness." Everything. Not most things. Everything.
God is immutable, He doesn't change. Malachi 3:6 (NIV): "I the LORD do not change." This means we can trust what He's already revealed in Scripture. He's not updating His message through prophets. He's not changing His mind based on our prayers or decrees. What He said in His Word stands forever.
God is omniscient, He already knows everything. He doesn't need prophets to inform Him about elections, pandemics, or future events. He's not waiting to see what happens. He knows the end from the beginning.
Jesus is fully God. John 1:1 (NIV): "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." When we diminish Christ's deity or suggest we need additional revelation beyond Him, we're not just making a theological mistake, we're attacking the gospel itself.
The Holy Spirit is fully God and indwells every believer. You don't need a prophet to access God. You don't need someone with a special anointing to hear from Him. If you belong to Christ, the Holy Spirit lives in you. You have direct access to the Father through Jesus.
This understanding protects us from NAR's errors. When we know who God really is, sovereign, sufficient, unchanging, all-knowing, we recognize when teachings diminish His character. We see through claims that God needs our help, that Scripture isn't enough, or that some believers have special access to God that others don't.
The errors we're about to examine all flow from a distorted view of God's nature. Keep this foundation in mind as we move forward. It will help you understand not just what's wrong, but why it's wrong.
[bookmark: _heading=h.k0n9j31jv6h8]Part I Summary: Key Takeaways
Understanding the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR)
· Theological Framework, Not a Denomination: A fluid movement without a centralized structure or official statement of faith
· Historical Roots: Emerged from the Latter Rain (1940s), Shepherding Movement (1970s), and Kansas City Prophets (1980s)
· Core Theological Beliefs:
· Restored apostles and prophets
· Dominion Theology/Seven Mountains mandate
· Emphasis on extra-biblical revelation
· Primary Spiritual Danger: Systematically pushes biblical authority into the background, replacing Scripture with personal "prophetic" words
· Biblical Prophecy Test: Accuracy and absolute alignment with Scripture - NOT based on feelings, perceived peace, or perceived anointing
· Deception's Methodology: Uses Christian language, quotes Jesus's name, and appears spiritually impressive
With this foundational understanding in place, we now turn to examine the specific doctrinal deviations that make the NAR so spiritually dangerous.
If you're feeling overwhelmed, take a deep breath. You're not alone. Thousands of sincere, passionate believers have walked this same path of discovering that something wasn't quite right. And there is grace (so much grace) for every step of this journey.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qgy6bumpc67g]PART II: DOCTRINAL DEVIATIONS
[bookmark: _heading=h.22d6j7slty50]What NAR Calls "Prophecy"
The word "prophecy" in NAR circles carries a much broader definition than what we see in Scripture.
In these movements, prophecy includes:
Many of these "prophecies" are vague, conditional, or teachers describe them as a "learning process."
This concerns me deeply.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dawk4fqx6gpw]What the New Testament Teaches About Testing Prophecy
Testing isn't optional. Scripture commands it.
And the test is always the same: Does this align with Scripture? Does it point to Jesus? Does it produce the fruit of the Spirit?
If a "prophetic word" contradicts God's revealed Word, it's not from God, no matter how sincere the person delivering it seems.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hiixszwb7770]But They Use Jesus's Name: How Can They Be False?
A common question at this point is:
"But Francis, these prophets talk about Jesus. They pray in Jesus's name. They say 'Lord, Lord.' They cast out demons and do miracles in His name. How can they be false prophets if they're using Jesus's name and talking about Him?"
This is where I got stuck for a long time. It's one of the most confusing aspects of discernment, and it's exactly where many sincere believers get trapped. Because teachers have taught us (rightly) that confessing Jesus is the mark of a true believer. So when we hear someone using Jesus's name, quoting Scripture, and doing supernatural things, we assume they must be from God.
But here's what I didn't know: using Jesus's name doesn't automatically validate someone as a true prophet.
And Jesus Himself warned us about this.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jfgfvege0e8i]Jesus' Warning About False Prophets
Before we go any further, I need to show you what Jesus Himself said about false prophets. This isn't a minor theme in His teaching. It's a direct, explicit warning that appears in the Sermon on the Mount, one of His most important teaching discourses.
Matthew 7:15-23 (NIV):
"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit. A bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'"
Jesus said something striking here. False prophets don't come obviously false. They come in sheep's clothing. They look like they belong. They use Jesus' name. They prophesy in His name. They even do miracles in His name.
Jesus's words about them are significant: 'I never knew you.' Not 'I used to know you.' Not 'You started well.' Never. Jesus never knew them, even though they used all the right language.
This is why Jesus gave us a test: by their fruit you will recognize them. Not by their gifts. Not by their miracles. Not by their prophecies. By their fruit. By their character. By whether they do the will of the Father.
When we test modern prophets, we need to use Jesus' standard. Not their charisma. Not their popularity. Not how many prophecies they claim to have gotten right. Their fruit. Their character. Whether they consistently align with Scripture. That's the test Jesus gave us.
[bookmark: _heading=h.scf3uc6l4tt8]"Lord, Lord", And Still Rejected
This passage reveals that these people:
And Jesus said, "I never knew you."
Not "I used to know you, but you fell away." Not "I knew you, but you messed up." He said, "I never knew you."
They were doing supernatural things. They were using all the right language. They were performing miracles in Jesus's name. And yet they were never His.
This shook me when I first really understood it. Because it meant that all the "right" Christian language, all the miracles, all the prophetic words, none of that automatically proves someone is speaking for God.
Even demons had perfect theology. They knew exactly who Jesus was and confessed it correctly:
Mark 1:24 (NIV):
"'What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God!'"
Luke 4:41 (NIV):
"Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, 'You are the Son of God!' But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah."
The demons called Him "the Holy One of God," "the Son of God," "the Messiah." They weren't confused about His identity. And yet they were condemned.
James 2:19 (NIV):
"You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that, and shudder."
The demons believe. They have correct knowledge. They even tremble at the truth. But their belief doesn't save them, because it's intellectual acknowledgment, not heart surrender.
You can say "Jesus is Lord" with your mouth while your heart remains unchanged. You can prophesy in His name while never truly knowing Him. You can perform miracles in His name while practicing lawlessness. The words alone don't prove anything. It's the heart behind the words that matters.
This is exactly why Scripture commands us to test what we hear, even when it comes in Jesus's name. The apostle John wrote directly about this:
1 John 4:1 (NIV):
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world."
Notice what John says: "Do not believe every spirit." This is a command, not a suggestion. Even when someone claims to speak for God, even when they use Jesus's name, even when they seem sincere, we are commanded to test what they say.
Why? Because many false prophets have gone out into the world. They're out there. They're active. And they don't announce themselves as false. They come using the right language, the right vocabulary, the right spiritual terminology.
Testing isn't optional. It's not unspiritual. It's not a lack of faith. It's obedience to God's Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sd654fm0xq0x]How Do We Test Prophets?
If using Jesus's name isn't enough, what do we look for? Scripture gives us multiple tests:
	Test
	Scripture
	What It Means

	Accuracy
	Deuteronomy 18:21-22
	Did what they said would happen actually happen?

	Consistency with Scripture
	Deuteronomy 13:1-3
	Does it align with what God has already revealed?

	Fruit of their life
	Matthew 7:15-20
	Do they demonstrate godly character?

	Who gets the glory?
	Isaiah 42:8
	Does the message point to God or to the messenger?

	Does it align with the gospel?
	Galatians 1:8-9
	Does it magnify Christ and align with the gospel?


A prophet might pass one test and fail others. Someone might use Jesus's name (pass the verbal test) but lead people away from Scripture (fail the doctrinal test). Someone might perform signs and wonders (pass the supernatural test) but produce rotten fruit in their personal life (fail the character test).
We need to apply all the tests, not just one.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bkorwhtlopeg]False Guards: The Erroneous Tests That Protect Deception
The NAR movement has created an entirely different testing system, one that doesn't protect the sheep, but shields the prophets. In this chapter, we'll expose the counterfeit tests that sound spiritual but actually prevent false prophets from ever being held accountable.
It took me years to understand what I'm about to share with you, and I need you to hear this: the NAR movement has created an entirely different testing system. And this system doesn't protect the sheep. It protects the prophets.
I know that sounds harsh. But stay with me, because this is important.
When I was in these circles, I was taught how to "test" prophetic words. I was given a list of questions to ask. And they all sounded so spiritual, so gracious, so full of faith. But looking back now, I can see what they actually were: a shield that protected false prophets from ever being held accountable.
Here's what happens in practice:
"Does It Resonate With Your Spirit?"
[bookmark: _heading=h.rl296o224330]The False Tests: A Summary
Here are the most common erroneous tests I encountered, along with why they fail and what the biblical standard actually is:
	False Test
	Why It Fails
	Biblical Standard

	"Do You Feel Peace About It?"
	Makes your emotional state the standard for truth instead of God's Word. You can feel peace about wrong things and anxiety about right things.
	Philippians 4:7 - God's peace comes from knowing Him and trusting His Word, not from prophetic promises. Test: "Is this true? Did it happen? Does it align with Scripture?"

	"Is the Person Anointed? Do They Have a Gift?"
	Gifting is not the same as accuracy. Someone can be charismatic, compelling, and completely wrong.
	Matthew 7:22-23 - Many will prophesy and do miracles in Jesus's name, yet He will say "I never knew you." Test: The fruit, the accuracy, the alignment with Scripture, not the gift.

	"How Many People Confirm It?"
	Consensus is not the same as truth. In 1 Kings 22, 400 prophets all confirmed each other and were all wrong.
	Matthew 7:13-14 - The road that leads to life is narrow, and few find it. Test: "Is it true? Did it happen?" not "How many people agree?"

	"Do They Love Jesus and Use His Name?"
	Using Jesus's name is not enough. False prophets use His name while leading people away from His Word.
	Matthew 7:21-23 - Not everyone who says "Lord, Lord" will enter the kingdom. Test: Do their words align with what Jesus actually taught? Do their prophecies come true?

	"Give It Time to Unfold"
	Makes false prophecy impossible to disprove by constantly moving the goalposts. "God's timing" becomes an excuse for inaccuracy.
	Deuteronomy 18:22 - If it doesn't happen, the prophet spoke presumptuously. Period. No waiting, no "give it time," no moving goalposts.

	"Judge the Heart and Intent, Not the Accuracy"
	A sincere false prophet is still a false prophet. Good intentions don't make false words true. God doesn't grade prophecy on a curve.
	Deuteronomy 18:20 & Jeremiah 14:14 - God takes false prophecy seriously regardless of intent. Test: Were they accurate? Did it happen? Does it align with Scripture?


One example shows how these false tests work in practice and helps reveal the pattern.
This was the first test I was taught. When someone gave me a prophetic word, I was supposed to ask myself: "Does this resonate with my spirit? Does it bear witness inside me?"
And honestly, this sounded so spiritual. It made me feel like I was being discerning. Like I was listening to the Holy Spirit inside me.
But here's the problem: this test is completely subjective. It's based on feelings, not facts. It's based on what feels right to me in the moment, not on what Scripture says is true.
I remember receiving prophetic words that made me feel excited, hopeful, seen. Of course they resonated with my spirit. They told me what I wanted to hear. They promised breakthrough, destiny, favor. Who wouldn't resonate with that?
But resonating with my spirit is not the same thing as being true.
Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV):
"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?"
Our hearts can deceive us. Our feelings can mislead us. What "resonates" with us might simply be what we want to believe, not what God is actually saying.
The biblical test is not "Does it feel right?" The biblical test is "Did it happen?" and "Does it align with Scripture?"
Those are objective. Those are measurable. Those can't be manipulated by our emotions or desires.
The System That Protects Prophets, Not Sheep
These erroneous tests all have something in common:
They all shift the focus away from the prophet's accuracy and onto something else. Something subjective. Something that can't be measured. Something that protects the prophet from ever being proven wrong.
And when you use these tests, here's what happens:
Prophets never face consequences. If their prophecies don't come true, they can always say, "Give it time," or "You didn't have enough faith," or "Judge my heart, not my accuracy."
Believers are blamed for prophecy failures. If the prophecy didn't come true, it's because you didn't pray enough, you didn't believe enough, you didn't sow enough seed. It's never the prophet's fault. It's always yours.
False prophets are shielded from accountability. As long as they're sincere, as long as they love Jesus, as long as they're anointed, as long as people confirm their words, they're protected. No matter how many times they're wrong.
The sheep are left vulnerable and confused. You're told to test prophecies, but you're given tests that don't actually test anything. You're told to be discerning, but you're taught to ignore the one thing that matters: accuracy.
This is not what God intended. This is not how He told us to test prophets.
The Biblical Standard: 100% Accuracy, No Excuses
God's standard for prophecy is absolutely clear: 100% accuracy. Not 70%. Not 90%. Not "mostly right." One hundred percent.
Deuteronomy 18:21-22 (NIV):
"You may say to yourselves, 'How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?' If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed by him."
If it doesn't happen, the prophet spoke presumptuously. That's the test. That's the only test that matters when it comes to predictive prophecy.
And when it comes to teaching, the test is equally clear: does it align with Scripture?
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 (NIV):
"If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, 'Let us follow other gods' (gods you have not known) 'and let us worship them,' you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul."
Even if the sign comes true, if the teaching contradicts Scripture, the prophet is false.
These are the biblical tests. These are the standards God gave us. And they're not subjective. They're not based on feelings or resonance or peace or anointing or popularity.
They're based on truth. On accuracy. On alignment with God's Word.
Not their sincerity. Not their gifting. Not their intentions. Not their popularity.
Their accuracy. Their alignment with Scripture.
That's it. That's the test.
When we apply the biblical tests instead of the erroneous tests often taught in prophetic circles, the truth becomes clear.
Prophets must be measured against Scripture. Their words must be tested for accuracy. The system must protect sheep, not prophets.
This is the choice before us: use the wrong tests and remain confused, or use the biblical tests and face the truth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ghmqda4vf1le]Why This Matters
Using Jesus's name isn't enough. Jesus Himself warned us: "Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord...'" Many. Not a few. Many. And He will say, "I never knew you."
A concrete example shows how this plays out in real time, a moment when dozens of well-known prophetic voices all used Jesus's name, all claimed to speak for God, and all got it spectacularly wrong.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rrgv6lcyuszj]The 2020 Election Prophecies: A Case Study
This example is recent, well-documented, and many of us lived through it. It became a turning point for me and countless others.
A Note on Documentation:
In documenting these prophecies, I've chosen to use initials rather than full names. My purpose is not to shame or attack individuals, but to demonstrate a systemic pattern that requires biblical discernment. These were all public prophecies made on public platforms. My heart is for truth and protection of God's people, not for the destruction of those who were in error.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t9m1af1hlwr3]K.C.: The Foundation (2007)
K.C. was one of the most beloved prophetic voices in charismatic circles. He had a unique style, prophesying through music and spontaneous song. People loved him. I loved him. He seemed genuine, passionate, and deeply devoted to God. When he spoke, people listened.
The Trump prophecies didn't actually start in 2015. The foundation was laid years earlier, in 2007, with a prophet named K.C.
In 2007, during one of his prophetic sessions, K.C. gave what would become the foundational prophecy for everything that followed. He said God showed him that a man named Trump would rise to prominence. He said, "Trump shall become a trumpet." He prophesied that this man would be raised up by God for a specific purpose, that he would be controversial, that the media would hate him, but that God's hand was on him.
When 2015 and 2016 rolled around, this prophecy exploded back into the spotlight. The reaction was electric. "He said this in 2007!" people exclaimed. "Years before Trump even ran for president!" The timing felt like undeniable proof that God was speaking through K.C. How else could he have known?
Social media lit up with shares and reposts. The prophecy went viral, shared thousands of times across platforms. Conference speakers played the recording. It became the bedrock that everything else was built on. If K.C. prophesied it in 2007, and it was coming true in 2016, then surely God was behind this.
K.C. passed away in November 2016, just days after Trump's election. Many saw this as significant, as if his work was complete. His prophecies about Trump became even more revered after his death. People treated them as sacred, as a word from God that could not be questioned.
At the time, I believed it too. The timing seemed too perfect to be coincidence. "This is real," I thought. "God really did speak through K.C."
What followed between 2015 and 2020 was unprecedented. Dozens of prominent prophetic voices all declared the same message: Trump was God's chosen vessel, a "Cyrus figure" raised up for divine purposes. They prophesied he would serve two terms. They said it was "settled in heaven." Books were written. Conferences were built around these prophecies. By 2020, the prophetic consensus was absolute.
I heard it so many times that it became impossible to imagine any other outcome. How could all these prophets be wrong? How could God's word fail?
I didn't just believe the prophecies. I staked my faith on them.
And I wasn't alone. Millions of believers did the same.
[bookmark: _heading=h.owi0bv9615dc]November 2020 to January 2021: When Prophecy Met Reality
When the election results came in on November 3, 2020, showing Joe Biden winning, the prophetic community didn't back down. They doubled down.
I remember watching video after video. Prophet after prophet declared the same thing: "This is not over. God said Trump would have two terms. Biden will never be inaugurated."
The certainty was absolute. The declarations were specific. And the audience was massive.
Let me give you one example that captures the pattern. J.E. gave a prophecy in November 2020 that became widely circulated. He said God showed him that the key was Pennsylvania. He declared that Pennsylvania would flip back to Trump, that the fraud would be exposed, and that this would trigger a domino effect across other swing states. He said, "Trump will be president. It's already done in the heavenly realm."
I watched that video multiple times. I wanted to believe it. The specificity felt convincing. Pennsylvania. The courts. The exposure of fraud. It all sounded so detailed, so certain.
This was the pattern across the prophetic movement. Specific states. Specific dates. Specific mechanisms for how Trump would remain president. Some said the Supreme Court would intervene. Others said certain states would decertify their results. Some said Vice President Mike Pence would refuse to certify the electoral votes on January 6, 2021.
And the specificity increased as January 20, 2021 approached.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5pr5i0pw0jml]January 20, 2021: Inauguration Day and the Aftermath
January 20, 2021 came. Joe Biden was inaugurated as the 46th President of the United States.
I sat in my living room and watched it happen. I felt numb. Confused. Heartbroken.
How could this be? Dozens of prophets had said this wouldn't happen. They had been so certain. So specific. They had said, "God told me." They had staked their reputations on it.
And it didn't happen.
I waited for the apologies. I waited for the prophets to come forward and say, "I was wrong. I missed it. I'm sorry."
Some did. A few.
J.J., another prominent prophetic voice who had declared Trump's reelection with absolute certainty and told his followers that God had shown him Trump would serve two consecutive terms, was one of the first to publicly repent. In January 2021, he released a statement acknowledging that he had been wrong about the election prophecies. He said he had missed it, that he had allowed his personal desires to cloud his discernment, and that he was deeply sorry for leading people astray. He also revealed that he had received death threats from Christians who were angry at him for retracting his prophecy.
Let that sink in. Death threats. From Christians. For admitting he was wrong.
But J.J. was the exception, not the rule.
Most of the prophets did not repent. They did not apologize. They moved the goalposts. They said that Trump's second term was still coming, just not in the way we expected. They said God was working on a different timeline. They said we needed to keep believing, keep praying, keep declaring.
The pattern continued for years afterward, prophecies about Biden's removal, Trump's reinstatement, economic collapse, arrests and tribunals, none of which came to pass. Yet the prophets continued releasing new words with the same certainty, and their platforms continued to grow.
(For a comprehensive, timestamped record of failed NAR prophecies from multiple prophets, including detailed documentation of L.W.'s Cyrus prophecy, H.K.'s "two terms" declaration, K.K.'s specific claims about Trump's inauguration, M.H.'s disturbing vision about Biden, J.G.'s years of failed prophecies about Biden's death and Trump's reinstatement, COVID-19 prophecies, and dozens of other failed predictions, see Appendix D: Comprehensive Record of Failed Prophecies with Timestamps.)
The documented record shows this pattern continued through 2025. Each failed prophecy was followed by new predictions, not repentance.
I want to be honest about how this affected me personally. In the months after January 20, 2021, I felt spiritually disoriented. I had built my faith, or what I thought was faith, on prophetic words. When those words failed, my foundation crumbled.
I found myself questioning everything: Had I ever really heard from God? Were all my spiritual experiences fake? Had I wasted years of my life following a lie?
The hardest part wasn't the failed prophecies themselves. It was realizing that I'd defended them so passionately. I'd argued with family members who expressed doubts. I'd posted the prophecies on social media with confidence. I'd told friends, "Just wait and see, God said it."
And then it didn't happen. The embarrassment was crushing. But worse was the spiritual confusion: If these prophets were wrong about this, what else were they wrong about?
But I also want to show you something that helped me heal: understanding that this isn't just about individual prophets getting it wrong. This is about an entire ecosystem, a business model, that profits from your hope and vulnerability. In the next section, I'm going to pull back the curtain and show you how prophecy became a product, how spiritual hunger gets monetized, and why this cycle continues even after repeated, public failures.
Understanding how this cycle continues even after repeated, public failures requires examining the industry behind the movement.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5wupyx845p2d]When Prophecy Becomes a Product: The Industry Behind the Movement
Now that we've walked through the specific prophecies, something helped me understand why this keeps happening. Because once you step back and look at the whole picture, you start to see something most people never stop to examine: this isn't just about one or two personalities giving questionable prophecies.
It's an entire ecosystem. A network. An industry.
And inside that world, prophecy slowly stopped being something rare, holy, and tested. Instead, it became something marketed, packaged, streamed, and sold.
Prophecy Turned Into a Marketplace
If you trace the movement from the outside in, the first thing you notice is how many different ways prophecy gets monetized. And no, most of them don't call it "selling prophecy." They're smarter than that. It's wrapped in softer language: mentorship, coaching, counseling, partner access, special events, exclusive insight. But once you peel off the labels, the transaction is the same.
Money flows in, and prophetic content flows out.
Some offer direct prophetic sessions. Others run paid prophetic coaching programs. Some build partner-only communities that unlock special "deeper" revelations. And then there are the conferences: the travel, the registration fees, the offerings, the VIP packages. There are tuition-based prophetic schools, livestream shows with donations rolling in, and monthly giving programs that look a lot like subscription models.
Nobody has to say "prophecy for sale" because the structure itself says it.
Prophecy is no longer something weighty and accountable. It's a product.
The Repeating Patterns You Can't Unsee
Once you've been around this movement long enough, the same rhythm keeps repeating:
Prophets release constant "fresh words," because constant content keeps people engaged.
Every national crisis becomes an opportunity for another dramatic prophecy.
Dates and numbers are suddenly spiritual codes.
When predictions don't come true, everything gets reinterpreted.
If you doubt the message, you're told you lack faith.
If you hesitate to give financially, you're told you're resisting breakthrough.
And if someone walks away, it's because "their spirit wasn't aligned" or "the warfare got to them."
It's not that each prophet sat down and planned this structure. It's more that the system built itself, and everyone inside it learned the unspoken rules:
Never admit you got it wrong. Always have a spiritual explanation ready. Keep the revelations flowing. And don't forget the partner link at the bottom of the screen.
Why People Stay Even When the Prophecies Fail
From the outside, it looks simple: "They were wrong. Why doesn't everyone walk away?"
But human beings aren't wired like that. Once someone has invested their hope, their emotions, their fears, their money, and their spiritual identity into a prophetic figure, walking away feels like losing a piece of themselves. So instead of questioning the prophet, people question reality. They spiritualize contradictions. They reinterpret failures. And inside those communities, there's always someone ready to reassure them that "God is still working behind the scenes."
Hope is powerful. Fear is powerful. Belonging is powerful.
And when all three mix together, it becomes very hard to break free.
This isn't stupidity. It's vulnerability layered over pressure, wrapped in spiritual language.
How the Industry Evolved After the Election Collapse
You would think the failed prophecies would have weakened the movement, but the opposite happened. The whole thing got sharper, more professional, and more commercial:
Prophecy moved from pulpits to livestreams.
Prophets formed alliances on media networks.
Daily prophecy broadcasts became a spiritual news cycle.
Partner programs became the financial engine.
Prophetic schools turned prophecy into a skill you can "activate."
Conferences multiplied and grew in size.
Prophets started cross-promoting each other to share audiences.
It stopped being a ministry.
It became a machine.
And once it became a machine, prophecy wasn't something sacred anymore. It was content. The more you produce, the more your audience grows. The more dramatic the revelation, the more it spreads. The more urgent the message, the more people give.
The demand shaped the supply.
The Biblical Standard That Cuts Through Everything
Here's the part nobody in these circles likes to bring up:
The Bible is not gentle about prophecy.
If a prophecy doesn't come to pass, the prophet is not speaking for God.
There aren't extra footnotes.
There isn't a paragraph about "maturity."
There isn't a loophole about "spiritual fulfillment."
Scripture doesn't say a prophecy can be 80% right.
It doesn't say you can blame the people for not praying hard enough.
The Word of God treats prophecy with a level of seriousness that this movement simply does not.
Once you hold their words up to Scripture, the picture becomes painfully clear:
This isn't biblical prophecy.
This is performance plus persuasion plus a very strong business model.
Why Seeing the Truth Actually Protects Your Faith
Some people get discouraged when they finally recognize the pattern. But this is the part that always surprises them: it actually strengthens your faith, because it separates the noise from the truth.
It shows the difference between:
Christ and charisma.
Scripture and speculation.
The Holy Spirit and hype.
The voice of God and the voice of a personality with a microphone.
And once that separation happens, the fog lifts. You stop chasing spiritual theatrics. You stop depending on someone else's dreams, numbers, and dramatic "downloads." You stop tying your hope to someone's livestream prophecy about politics.
Your confidence returns to the only place it ever belonged:
God Himself.
Not the personalities.
Not the predictions.
Not the platforms.
Just Him.
The Bottom Line: What This Movement Really Is
When you gather all the evidence: the monetization, the livestreams, the conferences, the partner tiers, the coaching sessions, the repeated failed predictions, the spiritual pressure, the emotional manipulation, the tribal loyalty, the reinterpreted timelines, and the biblical warnings, you come to a simple, unavoidable conclusion:
This is not a prophetic revival.
It's a prophetic industry.
By 'industry,' I mean a commercialized system where prophecy has become a product to sell, a brand to build, and a revenue stream to maintain.
It runs on emotion, crisis, hope, loyalty, and fear.
It survives its failures.
It grows through repetition.
And it thrives because people are desperate for reassurance in a chaotic world.
But once you see the system for what it is, you don't lose your faith. You reclaim it. And you finally put prophecy back where it belongs: not in the hands of internet personalities, but under the authority of Scripture, tested carefully, and never treated as entertainment or merchandise.
That clarity is the beginning of freedom.
But the prophetic industry isn't just about money and media. It's held together by a specific power structure, a hierarchical system that claims biblical authority but actually contradicts New Testament church leadership. To fully understand the NAR, we need to examine how apostolic networks function and why they're so effective at maintaining control.
The Problem of Apostolic Networks
Paul planted churches and moved on. He wrote letters to encourage and correct them, but he didn't control them. He didn't require them to submit to his "apostolic covering."
This creates a hierarchy that looks more like a corporate structure than the New Testament church.
In the New Testament, local churches were autonomous, led by a plurality of elders. There was no pyramid of authority with apostles at the top governing multiple churches.
The idea of "apostolic covering" teaches that believers (and especially leaders) need to be under the authority of an apostle for spiritual protection.
Without this covering, you're vulnerable to deception, attack, and failure.
I've heard this taught. Maybe you have too.
The Doctrine of Apostolic Covering
But here's the problem: the New Testament never teaches this.
Christ covers us. The Holy Spirit protects us. Scripture gives us our authority, not a human leader.
1 Corinthians 3:11 (NIV):
"For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ."
Mark 10:42-45 (NIV):
"Jesus called them together and said, 'You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.'"
[bookmark: _heading=h.6ska5ccj2uh6]Jesus' Model of Leadership: Servanthood, Not Hierarchy
John 13:3-5, 12-15 (NIV):
"Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him... When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 'Do you understand what I have done for you?' he asked them. 'You call me Teacher and Lord, and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.'"
When we place ourselves under human authority structures that aren't found in Scripture, we open ourselves to control and manipulation.
Jesus spoke explicitly. The model of leadership in His kingdom stands opposite to worldly hierarchy. The Gentiles lord it over people. They exercise authority. They build structures of power. Jesus said: "Not so with you."
[bookmark: _heading=h.ng2lj794ou21]The Apostolic Mandate to Change Nations
Jesus didn't just teach servanthood. He demonstrated it. On the night before His crucifixion, knowing that He had all authority, He got down on His knees and washed His disciples' feet. He said, "I have set you an example."
Apostolic networks. Covering structures. Submission to human authority for spiritual protection. None of this looks like what Jesus modeled. Jesus modeled servanthood. He modeled humility. He modeled a kingdom where the greatest is the servant of all. If modern apostles are truly following the apostolic pattern, they should look like Jesus. Not like CEOs.
But the method matters.
NAR apostles teach that they've been given a mandate to transform nations, to bring entire countries under the lordship of Christ through strategic spiritual warfare, prophetic decrees, and the Seven Mountains Mandate.
This sounds noble. Who wouldn't want to see nations transformed by the gospel?
Discipleship. Not dominion.
Jesus didn't commission the apostles to take over governments, entertainment industries, or education systems. He commissioned them to make disciples.
In NAR teaching, leaders redefine those signs.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wkmczm8ia8zu]The Redefinition of Apostolic Signs
These aren't the signs of an apostle. These are the signs of success in a secular world.
· Influence in the marketplace
· Success in business
And when we redefine biblical terms to suit our experience, we lose the ability to test what's true.
[bookmark: _heading=h.k14i7qk5tq97]Apostles and the Problem of New Revelation
One of the most concerning claims is that modern apostles receive new revelation from God (revelation that's necessary for the church today).
But if the apostles are receiving new revelation, then Scripture isn't sufficient.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV):
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
Thoroughly equipped. Not partially equipped. Not "equipped until the modern apostles show up."
Thoroughly.
If we need new revelation to be equipped, then Paul was wrong. And that's a road we don't want to go down.
The New Testament makes an even stronger claim about Scripture's completeness:
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV): "In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe."
God has spoken His final word in Jesus. The revelation is complete. We're not waiting for more. The "last days" Peter referred to at Pentecost began when Christ came, and they continue until He returns. During this entire period, God has already spoken through His Son.
2 Peter 1:3 (NIV): "His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."
Everything we need. Not most of what we need. Everything. You don't need a modern apostle's revelation to live a godly life. You don't need a fresh prophetic word to know God's will. You have everything you need in Scripture, illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
When NAR teachers claim we need new apostolic revelation, they're saying Scripture isn't enough. They're adding to what God has already completed. And Scripture explicitly warns against this:
Revelation 22:18-19 (NIV): "I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll."
This is a sobering warning. Adding to God's Word brings judgment. The canon is closed. The revelation is complete. We're not waiting for more revelation, we're living in light of the revelation already given.
[bookmark: _heading=h.6kcsj2l7l1o9]The Pattern Repeats: When 'God Told Me' Replaces Scripture
This pattern of leaders claiming special revelation is not new. History shows us exactly where it leads.
Before we look at specific examples, I need to be clear about something important: While these movements differ vastly in their outcomes and severity, they share a foundational error: the replacement of scriptural authority with a leader's personal revelation. The purpose here is not to equate them morally or suggest the NAR will necessarily follow the same tragic paths, but to identify this dangerous pattern wherever it appears.
What I'm about to show you isn't meant to directly compare the NAR to these movements in terms of their outcomes or the degree of harm they caused. Rather, it's to illustrate a consistent structural pattern: whenever a leader claims to hear from God in a way that supersedes or replaces Scripture, the result follows a predictable trajectory. People stop reading the Bible for themselves. They become dependent on the leader's interpretation. And Scripture becomes secondary to the leader's "fresh word."
Let me show you what I mean.
Once you step back and look at the pattern, you realize the mechanism is the same, even when wrapped in different contexts and producing vastly different results. Whether it's Mormons believing their prophet speaks for God, or Catholics believing the Pope is the final voice, or any cult leader claiming exclusive access to divine revelation, the structural pattern is identical. Each system creates a mediator class between God and His people, making Scripture secondary to the "fresh revelation" of the leader.
[bookmark: _heading=h.599wpeirklga]David Koresh and the Branch Davidians
The Branch Davidians started from a Seventh-day Adventist background. They were Bible-believing Christians who took Scripture seriously.
But David Koresh claimed a unique revelation about the book of Revelation's Seven Seals. He taught that he alone could interpret Scripture correctly. He identified himself as the Lamb who could open the seals.
His followers stopped reading the Bible for themselves. They needed Koresh to tell them what it meant.
[bookmark: _heading=h.h5aj6ha9c9hx]Joseph Smith and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Joseph Smith emerged from a Protestant revival context. He was surrounded by Bible-believing Christians.
But he claimed direct visions of God the Father and Jesus Christ. He claimed angelic visitations. He claimed new scripture in the Book of Mormon.
He taught that the true church had been lost and needed restoration. And that restoration came through him.
His followers accepted his revelations as equal to (and eventually superior to) the Bible.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uq8fcfponhqk]Charles Taze Russell and Jehovah's Witnesses
Charles Taze Russell came from Adventist and Bible study circles. He was deeply interested in Scripture.
But he claimed special insight into biblical chronology and end-times prophecy. He taught that his movement alone correctly understood Scripture.
His followers were taught to interpret the Bible through his writings. Reading Scripture alone wasn't enough. You needed Russell's interpretation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.6yg2zax9oz45]Ellen G. White and Seventh-day Adventism
Ellen G. White came from Millerite Adventism. She was part of a movement that took the Bible seriously.
But she claimed extensive visions and prophetic dreams. Her followers recognized her writings as inspired counsel, necessary to interpret Scripture and guide the remnant church.
Her visions became the lens through which Scripture was understood.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ynps2stt55r6]Sun Myung Moon and the Unification Church
Sun Myung Moon was raised Presbyterian in Korea. He grew up in a Christian environment.
But he claimed Jesus personally appeared to him and commissioned him to complete the mission Jesus could not finish. This led to his Divine Principle revelation.
His followers believed his revelation completed what Scripture had left unfinished.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bqr77fy802qe]David Berg and The Family International (Children of God)
David Berg was a former Christian and Missionary Alliance minister. He knew the Bible. He preached the gospel.
But he claimed ongoing revelation from God and Jesus through dreams and "Mo Letters." He treated his messages as prophetic direction that superseded conventional biblical ethics.
His followers believed his letters were God's voice for their generation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nz31am1fos8j]Aarón Joaquín and La Luz del Mundo (Light of the World)
Aarón Joaquín came from Mexican Pentecostal and Apostolic circles. He was part of a Spirit-filled movement.
But in 1926, he claimed God personally appeared to him and commanded him to restore the primitive Christian church as the only true church. His successors are also treated as uniquely chosen "Apostles" whose authority is necessary for salvation.
His followers believe you cannot be saved without submitting to his apostolic authority.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sfxuzvoq1sd2]The Pattern Is Always the Same
The pattern in every case is consistent:
1. The leader claims special, direct revelation from God
2. The leader's revelation becomes necessary to understand Scripture correctly
3. Followers become dependent on the leader's interpretation
4. Reading and interpreting Scripture for yourself becomes secondary or even discouraged
5. The leader's authority becomes unquestionable because "God told me"
6. Those who question are accused of rejecting God's voice
This is why Scripture warns us so strongly about false prophets and false teachers. It's not just about getting a prophecy wrong. It's about a system that replaces God's written, tested, sufficient Word with human claims of divine revelation.
2 Peter 1:19-21 (NIV):
"We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."
Scripture is completely reliable. It didn't come from human interpretation. It came from God.
And when someone claims their revelation is necessary to understand God's Word, they're doing exactly what Peter warned against. They're making prophecies about human interpretation instead of divine revelation.
I'm not saying everyone in the NAR will follow this same trajectory. But I am saying the foundation is the same: "God told me" becomes more important than "God's Word says." And that's a dangerous road that history has shown us leads away from Christ, not toward Him.
As I dug deeper into these teachings about apostolic authority, I started to notice something troubling. If these "prophets" and "apostles" claimed to speak directly for God, what exactly were they saying the church was supposed to DO with this supposed divine mandate? What was their ultimate goal? I realized the redefinition of apostolic authority wasn't just about hearing new revelations, it was about establishing a completely different understanding of the church's mission. And that mission, I would soon discover, was far more political and power-driven than anything resembling the humble, servant-hearted model of the early church.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dmjo6lk5yrc3]Dominion Theology: The Quest for Earthly Power
John 18:36 (NIV):
"Jesus said, 'My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.'"
But in NAR circles, I heard something very different. Leaders taught that Christians are called to take dominion over seven key spheres of society, government, media, education, business, arts, family, and religion, to establish God's kingdom on earth before Christ returns. This is known as the Seven Mountains Mandate.
The contrast couldn't be starker: Jesus said His kingdom is not of this world. NAR leaders say our mission is to take dominion over this world.
So which is it?
When I first heard the Seven Mountains teaching, I felt energized. Finally, a vision that made Christianity relevant to real life! My career wasn't just a job anymore, it was a mission field, a mountain to conquer for God. I started viewing my workplace through this lens: How can I gain influence here? How can I help Christians take this mountain?
It felt purposeful. It felt important. It felt like I was part of something bigger than just attending church on Sundays.
What I didn't realize was that it had shifted my focus entirely. I was no longer thinking about how to love my coworkers and share the gospel. I was thinking about gaining strategic influence. The Great Commission had been replaced by the Seven Mountains Mandate. And I didn't even notice.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9zcw6spv88ga]The Seven Mountains Mandate
The Seven Mountains teaching was popularized by leaders in the NAR movement as a strategy for Christians to influence culture by "taking back" the seven key areas (or "mountains") of society: government, media, education, business, arts and entertainment, family, and religion.
The idea is that Christians must infiltrate and dominate these spheres in order to establish God's kingdom on earth and prepare the way for Christ's return. This is often presented as the primary mission of the church in this age.
The seven mountains are:
1. Government
2. Media
3. Education
4. Business
5. Arts and Entertainment
6. Family
7. Religion
This sounds empowering, Christians having influence in these important areas of society.
This teaching is rooted in a particular interpretation of Genesis 1:28, where God tells Adam and Eve to "fill the earth and subdue it." NAR leaders teach that this mandate was never rescinded, that Christians are called to take dominion over these spheres before Christ returns.
But here's the problem: this isn't what Jesus taught.
The Problem with the Seven Mountains
The Seven Mountains Mandate shifts the focus from the Great Commission (making disciples) to cultural transformation (taking dominion).
It teaches that the church's mission is to Christianize society, to bring nations under God's rule through strategic influence and spiritual warfare.
But that's not the mission Jesus gave us.
He told us to make disciples. To preach the gospel. To be salt and light.
He didn't tell us to take over governments or entertainment industries.
The USA-Centered Problem
Here's something that troubled me deeply: the Seven Mountains teaching is almost exclusively focused on the United States.
When NAR leaders talk about "taking the mountain of government," they're talking about the American government.
When they talk about "taking the mountain of media," they're talking about Hollywood and American news networks.
The entire framework is built around the assumption that America is central to God's plan,that if we can "take back" America, we can usher in the kingdom of God.
But the kingdom of God isn't American.
The body of Christ is global. It's multicultural. It's made up of believers from every tribe, tongue, and nation.
When we make America the center of God's kingdom plan, we're not just being nationalistic - we're being unbiblical.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8l6bwhy5kcxq]A Historical Warning: When America Confused Itself with Israel Before
When I discovered the Seven Mountains teaching was so USA-focused, something bothered me. I kept thinking: I've heard this kind of thinking before. And then it hit me: Manifest Destiny.
In the 19th century, many Americans believed that God had ordained the United States to expand across the North American continent. They believed it was America's divine destiny to spread from the Atlantic to the Pacific, bringing Christianity and civilization to the "wilderness." This wasn't just political ambition. It was presented as God's will. As a sacred mission. The parallels were too striking to ignore.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fwx989qiblb]The Same Scripture, Misused the Same Way
The preachers and politicians who promoted Manifest Destiny used the same Scriptures that NAR leaders use today. They took passages meant for ancient Israel and applied them directly to America.
They pointed to Genesis 1:28 and said, "See? God commands us to subdue the earth."
Genesis 1:28 (NIV):
"God blessed them and said to them, 'Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.'"
They took the words "subdue" and "rule" and used them to justify westward expansion. They said America had a divine mandate to take the land, to conquer it, to bring it under Christian control.
They also pointed to the book of Joshua. They said America was the "new Israel," and the western frontier was the "new Promised Land." Just as God gave Canaan to Israel, they claimed, God was giving North America to the United States.
This is the exact same error we just discussed: taking Old Covenant promises given to national Israel and applying them to a modern nation. When I read the sermons and writings from that era, the language sounded disturbingly familiar. The same confidence. The same certainty. The same belief that God had chosen one nation to establish His kingdom on earth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ikfbg2oluufy]The Same American Exceptionalism
Both Manifest Destiny and the Seven Mountains Mandate share a core belief: that God uniquely chooses America.
Both movements claimed that America has a divine mandate to spread its influence. Both taught that American success equals God's blessing and approval. Both suggested that opposing America's expansion equals opposing God Himself.
They even used Romans 13 to support this idea:
Romans 13:1 (NIV):
"Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God."
They twisted this verse to mean that the American government was God's ordained instrument for conquest. If God establishes all authority, and America is expanding, then America's expansion must be God's will. Right?
But that's not what Paul was teaching. Paul was instructing believers to submit to governing authorities, not to claim that one particular government is God's chosen vehicle for building His kingdom. Scripture never elevates one nation as God's special instrument after Christ. The kingdom of God is not tied to any earthly nation. Not Israel after the cross. Not Rome. Not America.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w3h5lfnckkec]The Devastating Consequences
I need to say this carefully, but I need to say it: Manifest Destiny was used to justify forced removal of Native Americans from their ancestral lands.
The Trail of Tears. Massacres. Broken treaties. Land theft. Cultural destruction.
All of this was done in the name of Christian civilization. All of this was justified by claiming that God had given this land to white Christian Americans, and that the native peoples were obstacles to God's plan.
The same Scripture misuse that sounds so inspiring in a sermon led to unspeakable suffering for millions of people.
This is what happens when we treat America as the new Israel. This is what happens when we confuse cultural conquest with the kingdom of God. This is what happens when we take Old Testament conquest narratives and apply them to modern nations. The cost is devastating. And the witness of Christ is destroyed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.chvb7tb8ygia]The Same Pattern, A Different Century
The parallels are striking:
Manifest Destiny said: God ordained America to conquer the continent. Seven Mountains says: God ordained America to conquer the culture.
Manifest Destiny said: This land belongs to Christians by divine right. Seven Mountains says: These cultural spheres belong to Christians by divine mandate.
Manifest Destiny said: We're building God's kingdom on earth through territorial expansion. Seven Mountains says: We're building God's kingdom on earth through cultural influence.
Manifest Destiny said: Native peoples are obstacles to God's plan. Seven Mountains says: Secular culture is the enemy we must defeat.
Both movements confused American power with God's purposes. Both treated Scripture's promises to Israel as promises to America. Both created an us versus them mentality. Both resulted in tremendous harm, either to people directly or to the witness of the gospel.
The methods are different. The language has been updated. But the core error is the same: believing that God has called America to establish His kingdom on earth through dominion.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gxnnshdsj5dm]What Jesus Actually Said About His Kingdom
Jesus was asked directly about His kingdom. And His answer should settle this once and for all.
John 18:36 (NIV):
"Jesus said, 'My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.'"
Jesus explicitly rejected the idea of an earthly kingdom established through power and conquest. His kingdom is not of this world. It doesn't advance through political control or cultural dominance. It advances through the gospel.
And when Jesus gave His final instructions to the disciples, He didn't tell them to conquer nations. He told them to make disciples.
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV):
"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Our mission is evangelism and discipleship. Not cultural conquest. Not political dominion. Not taking over the seven mountains of society.
We're called to preach the gospel, make disciples, and trust that God will build His church. That's the mission. And it's the same mission for believers in every nation, not just America.
We need to learn from this history. The kingdom of God is not American. It never was. And when we try to make it so, we repeat the same tragic errors of the past. We risk doing the same kind of harm. And we obscure the gospel with a message that sounds more like nationalism than the good news of Jesus Christ.
History teaches us what happens when we confuse God's kingdom with American power. The cost is too high. The witness is destroyed. And the gospel gets buried under nationalism.
Manifest Destiny didn't advance the kingdom of God. It advanced American territorial expansion while using God's name to justify it. And in the process, it caused immeasurable suffering and damaged the credibility of the Christian faith among the very people we were supposed to love.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xkaq3saollkc]Manifest Destiny and Seven Mountains: A Comparative Analysis
Throughout history, theological distortions have repeatedly emerged that twist God's mission into human agendas. Understanding these parallels helps us recognize dangerous patterns.
	Issue/Claim
	Manifest Destiny
	NAR/Seven Mountains Mandate
	Biblical Response

	Scripture Misuse
	Selectively used Genesis 1:28 and Deuteronomy conquest narratives to justify territorial expansion
	Uses same Genesis 1:28 mandate to claim cultural "dominion" over societal institutions
	Scripture is about spiritual transformation, not territorial or cultural conquest

	Who Benefits
	White European settlers seeking land and economic expansion
	Predominantly white, affluent American Christians seeking political and cultural power
	The gospel benefits ALL nations, not just one ethnic or national group

	Outcome vs. Ethics
	Displacement and genocide of Native Americans
	Potential marginalization of minority voices and democratic processes
	Jesus calls us to sacrificial love, not power acquisition

	Theological Framing
	God uniquely blesses and empowers American expansion
	God wants Christians to "transform" culture through strategic positioning
	God's kingdom transcends national boundaries and human political systems

	View of Outsiders
	Indigenous peoples seen as obstacles to "divine" progress
	Those outside the movement viewed as spiritually inferior or resistant
	Jesus commanded love for enemies, not conquest or marginalization

	Jesus' Teaching
	Ignored Christ's teachings on humility and servant leadership
	Reframes Jesus as a conquering king, not a suffering servant
	Jesus explicitly rejected earthly political power and cultural dominance

	Mission Focus
	Territorial expansion and cultural assimilation
	Cultural transformation and political influence
	Making disciples and preaching the gospel to all nations


Conclusion: When we confuse God's mission with national or cultural agendas, we always drift from the simple, powerful gospel of Jesus Christ. Our calling is not to conquer, but to love. Not to dominate, but to serve.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hd3ekhubcqxf]The Fatal Contradiction of a USA-Centered "Kingdom"
If the Seven Mountains Mandate is truly God's plan for advancing His kingdom, then why is it only being taught in America?
Why aren't believers in China, India, or Nigeria being told to take over their governments and media?
The answer is simple: because the Seven Mountains teaching isn't about God's kingdom. It's about American Christian nationalism.
And that should concern us.
The Prosperity Fallacy
Dominion theology often goes hand-in-hand with prosperity teaching. The idea is that as Christians take dominion, they'll experience financial blessing, political power, and cultural influence.
But Jesus promised the opposite.
John 16:33 (NIV):
"In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV):
"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven."
The New Testament doesn't promise earthly dominion. It promises suffering, persecution, and eternal reward.
[bookmark: _heading=h.klbuczp0ovup]What Jesus Actually Taught About the Kingdom
If dominion theology is really God's plan, we should expect to see Jesus teaching it. But when we look at His actual words, we find the opposite.
Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV):
"So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."
Jesus taught that the kingdom should be our priority. Not building earthly power. Not taking over cultural mountains. Seeking His kingdom and His righteousness. And He contrasted this with how pagans run after earthly things.
Luke 5:31-32 (NIV):
"Jesus answered them, 'It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'"
This is what Jesus said His mission was: calling sinners to repentance. Not establishing dominion. Not taking over governments or media. Calling people to repentance and relationship with God.
When Jesus called Matthew, a tax collector despised by his community, He demonstrated this kingdom principle. He ate with tax collectors and sinners, scandalizing the religious leaders. But Jesus said, "I desire mercy, not sacrifice." His kingdom advanced through mercy, repentance, and changed hearts.
The kingdom Jesus proclaimed looked nothing like the Seven Mountains Mandate. It wasn't about cultural dominance or political power. It was about hearts transformed by the gospel, lived out in mercy, love, and faithfulness to God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.abjtwqs1hl3]The Body of Christ Is One Body, Not an American Enterprise
The church isn't an American institution. It's a global family.
When we center our theology around American politics, American culture, and American success, we're not advancing the kingdom, we're advancing nationalism.
And we're ignoring the millions of believers around the world who are suffering, persecuted, and marginalized.
1 Corinthians 12:26 (NIV):
"If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it."
Our brothers and sisters in China are being imprisoned for their faith.
Our brothers and sisters in Nigeria are being killed by Boko Haram.
Our brothers and sisters in North Korea are worshiping in secret, risking their lives to follow Jesus.
And we're being told that the key to advancing God's kingdom is taking over Hollywood?
That doesn't add up.
This is the ultimate picture of God's kingdom, not America conquering the seven mountains, not one nation establishing dominion, but a countless multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and language:
Revelation 7:9 (NIV):
"After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands."
The reality is that the New Testament never promises earthly dominion. It promises that we'll be hated by the world, just as Jesus was.
John 15:18-19 (NIV):
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you."
[bookmark: _heading=h.6npcewaj9le]Christian Nationalism: A Dangerous Distortion
Dominion theology becomes Christian nationalism when it's applied to politics, the belief that America is a Christian nation and that Christians should fight to keep it that way.
This isn't just unbiblical. It's dangerous.
It confuses the kingdom of God with a political agenda.
It divides the body of Christ along political lines.
And it makes the gospel look like a tool for gaining power rather than a message of grace and redemption.
Jesus didn't come to make America great. He came to seek and save the lost.
[bookmark: _heading=h.eprs1vyjuy84]The False Promise of Guaranteed Victory
Dominion theology promises that if we're faithful, strategic, and spiritually aggressive, we'll see victory in our lifetime.
We'll take back the culture.
We'll see revival sweep the nation.
We'll watch as God's kingdom is established on earth.
But the New Testament doesn't promise this.
In fact, it warns us that things will get harder before Jesus returns.
2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV):
"But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-having a form of godliness but denying its power."
This doesn't sound like a world that's being taken over by Christians.
It sounds like a world that's rejecting God-right up until Jesus returns.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rkfw9hmsgu3f]The Kingdom Advances Through the Cross, Not Conquest
Here's what the New Testament actually teaches about how the kingdom advances:
The Kingdom Advances Through Suffering
Acts 14:22 (NIV):
"We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God."
The Kingdom Advances Through Humility
Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV):
"In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-even death on a cross!"
The Kingdom Advances Through the Gospel
Romans 1:16 (NIV):
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile."
The Kingdom Advances Through Love
John 13:34-35 (NIV):
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
The Kingdom Advances Through Faithfulness, Not Force
That's still the model today.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9vru5hoa7e6m]When God's Promises Get Misapplied: Understanding Old Covenant vs. New Covenant
For years, I heard leaders use Old Testament promises about Israel and apply them directly to the church, to believers today, to America. The conquest of Canaan became a template for taking dominion over culture. The wealth of Egypt became the wealth transfer coming to the church. Land promises became claims to spiritual territory.
The verse they used was Malachi 3:6: "I the Lord do not change." They reasoned: God is unchanging, so His promises never change either.
But when I studied Scripture more carefully, I discovered this reasoning misses something crucial. Yes, God is unchanging. But that doesn't mean His covenant arrangements never change.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ublo4ycv0l4a]Unchanging Character, Changing Covenants
God's character is immutable. His holiness, justice, mercy, and faithfulness never change. But unchanging character doesn't mean unchanging covenant arrangements. God Himself can establish a new way of relating to His people without contradicting His nature.
Hebrews 8:13 (NIV): "By calling this covenant 'new,' he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear."
The same unchanging God established a new covenant that made the first one obsolete. This isn't me saying it, this is Scripture. God promised this through Jeremiah hundreds of years before Christ:
Jeremiah 31:31-32 (NIV): "'The days are coming,' declares the Lord, 'when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt.'"
God Himself says the new covenant will not be like the old one. This isn't about God changing, this is about God's plan progressing. The old covenant always pointed forward to something greater: Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tabwut15uqf8]Understanding Israel's Role vs. The Church's Role
Here's where understanding the distinction between Israel and the Church becomes crucial. They are not the same entity with different names. They have different identities and different callings.
Israel was called to be God's royal, covenant people, a nation set apart with a specific covenantal role:
Exodus 4:22-23 (NIV): "Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the Lord says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me."'"
Exodus 19:6 (NIV): "You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."
Israel was God's "firstborn son" among the nations, a royal, national identity with territorial promises, a specific land, a temple, a priesthood, and a law code. Their calling was national and covenantal.
The Church, by contrast, is God's spiritual, familial people, a family drawn from every nation, united not by bloodline or national identity, but by faith in Jesus Christ:
John 1:12-13 (NIV): "Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God."
Galatians 3:26, 28-29 (NIV): "So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith... There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."
Notice the language: we are "children of God," born spiritually, not naturally. We are Abraham's seed through faith in Christ, not through physical descent.
This distinction is beautifully illustrated in the two genealogies of Jesus. Matthew's genealogy traces Jesus through the royal line, through Solomon and the kings of Judah, establishing Jesus as the rightful King of Israel. Luke's genealogy traces Jesus through Mary's line back to Adam, establishing Jesus as the Son of Man, the representative of all humanity.
Matthew shows Jesus as the King of Israel (the royal heir). Luke shows Jesus as the Savior of the world (the representative of humanity). Both are true. Both are necessary.
This reveals the relationship between Israel and the Church:
· Israel = royal, national calling with territorial promises
· The Church = spiritual, familial identity with heavenly citizenship
We are not the same kind of people with the same kind of calling. The Church doesn't inherit Israel's national and territorial promises because we're a different entity entirely, a spiritual family, not a political nation.
Paul uses the metaphor of an olive tree to explain this:
Romans 11:17-18 (NIV): "If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you."
We are grafted in. We share in the spiritual blessings. But we don't replace Israel, and we don't inherit their national, territorial covenant. The root supports us, we don't redefine the root.
This is why applying Old Testament conquest narratives to the Church is a category error. Those promises were given to a nation with a land. We are a spiritual family with a heavenly citizenship. Our inheritance is not earthly territory, it's Christ Himself.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3r2fppfaoaht]God's Continuing Promises to Israel
Does this mean God is finished with ethnic Israel? Did the church replace Israel? No.
Romans 11:1-2 (NIV): "I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew."
Romans 11:28-29 (NIV): "As far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable."
Irrevocable. God's gifts and calling to Israel cannot be taken back, canceled, or transferred to someone else. The church didn't replace Israel, we were grafted in. Jews and Gentiles are now one in Christ, but God's covenant promises to ethnic Israel remain secure.
But just because God has ongoing purposes for Israel doesn't mean America gets to claim Israel's role. The church is multi-national, including people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. We're grafted into the promises made to Abraham, but we're not a replacement for Israel, and we're certainly not a geo-political nation with a divine mandate to conquer territory.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5itfdei1fsar]Why Conquest Narratives Don't Transfer
When Jesus came, He made it clear that His kingdom operates differently than earthly kingdoms:
John 18:36 (NIV): "Jesus answered, 'My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.'"
His kingdom is not of this world. If it were, His followers would fight. But they don't. The kingdom of God doesn't advance through physical conquest, it advances through the gospel.
Israel's conquest of Canaan was unique, unrepeatable, and tied to a specific covenant, time, and purpose. It was never meant to be a template for how the church operates. We're not called to conquer territory. We're called to make disciples:
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV): "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."
[bookmark: _heading=h.snbq5nqxykw7]The Beauty of What We Actually Have
The New Covenant isn't less than the Old Covenant, it's infinitely better. We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place anytime because of Jesus's blood. We're not just citizens of a nation, we're children of God, heirs, co-heirs with Christ. We have the Spirit living in us, transforming us from the inside out.
When movements try to take Old Testament promises about land, conquest, and national dominance and apply them to the church, they're actually downgrading from the New Covenant to the Old. They're reaching back to the shadows when we have reality.
The Old Testament promises find their fulfillment in Christ, not in cultural conquest, political dominance, or territorial claims. Once I understood this, the entire dominion theology framework collapsed.
We're called to follow Jesus. To make disciples. To proclaim the gospel. To love our enemies. To suffer well. To wait with hope for His return. And that calling is more than enough.
(For a comprehensive treatment of the Israel/Church relationship with detailed genealogical evidence showing how Jesus fulfills both royal and familial requirements, see Appendix F: The Two Genealogies of Jesus.)
[bookmark: _heading=h.m0czbmvhaq2f]Gideon's Army: When Biblical Victory Becomes Dominion Theology
I remember hearing prophets and leaders talk about "raising up Gideon's army." The language was powerful. Stirring. It made people feel chosen, special, part of something historic. "God is raising up a remnant army," they'd say. "Three hundred warriors who will shake nations. An elite company of believers who will transform culture and usher in the greatest revival the world has ever seen."
People loved this teaching. It made them feel significant. Important. Like they were part of God's secret weapon for the end times. The imagery was compelling: a small, mighty force that would accomplish what the masses couldn't. A remnant with unusual anointing, unusual authority, unusual power. And if you were hearing this message, if you were in that room or watching that stream, the implication was clear: you might be one of the 300.
Let me be clear about something before we go any further. God does use His people powerfully. The gospel does advance. We are called to bold witness. Scripture is filled with accounts of God working through ordinary believers to accomplish extraordinary things. The book of Acts shows us a church that turned the world upside down through the power of the Holy Spirit. We should expect God to work through us. We should step out in faith. We should proclaim the gospel with confidence.
But there's a crucial difference between God working through our weakness to display His power and us being elevated as elite warriors who will conquer culture through our own anointing and authority. That distinction matters. And when I actually read Judges 7, I found something very different from what I'd been taught.
[bookmark: _heading=h.h7w20w1h87ry]What Judges 7 Actually Teaches
Here's what actually happened in the story of Gideon's army.
The Midianites were oppressing Israel. God called Gideon to deliver them. Gideon gathered an army of 32,000 men. That's a decent sized force. But then God said something that completely changed the mission:
Judges 7:2 (NIV):
"The LORD said to Gideon, 'You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, 'My own strength has saved me.'"
Read that again. God didn't say, "You need more men." He said, "You have too many."
Why? Because if Israel won with 32,000 soldiers, they would take credit for the victory. They would boast. They would say, "We did this. Our strength. Our strategy. Our army."
And God would not share His glory.
So God reduced the army. First to 10,000. Then to 300.
Judges 7:7 (NIV):
"The LORD said to Gideon, 'With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.'"
Now, here's what's important: the 300 weren't chosen because they were elite warriors. They weren't chosen because they had special anointing or unusual faith. They were chosen because of how they drank water. That's it. They lapped water like a dog instead of kneeling down to drink. It was an arbitrary selection method designed to make one thing absolutely clear: this victory would not be about them.
The entire point of the story was the opposite of what I'd been taught. God wasn't looking for the best warriors. He was deliberately choosing a method that would prevent anyone from taking credit. The 300 weren't special. The method was designed to showcase God's power, not theirs.
And the battle itself proves it.
God didn't give the 300 swords and shields and send them charging into combat. He gave them torches, empty jars, and trumpets. They surrounded the Midianite camp at night, broke the jars, blew the trumpets, and shouted. That's all they did. And God caused the Midianites to turn on each other in confusion. The enemy destroyed themselves.
The 300 didn't win the battle. God did.
And here's something else we need to remember: Gideon himself wasn't some perfect prototype of faith. Later in Judges 8, after the victory, Gideon made an ephod, a priestly garment, and set it up in his hometown. And Israel worshiped it. Gideon, the man God used to deliver Israel, led them into idolatry.
This story is not a template for end times warriors. It's a specific historical account of God delivering Israel from oppression in a way that left no room for human boasting.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tr8qu8po0p0p]How This Story Gets Twisted
But that's not how the story is used in many prophetic circles.
In these teachings, Gideon's army becomes a prophetic pattern. A blueprint for the last days. The language sounds like this:
"God is raising up a remnant army in these last days."
"He's calling out His 300, His chosen warriors, His elite company."
"These are the ones who will transform culture, take the seven mountains, and usher in the greatest revival in history."
"You are part of Gideon's army. You are the remnant. You are the ones who will shake nations."
Do you see what happened? The story shifted.
In the biblical account, God reduced the army so that He alone would get the glory. The 300 were ordinary men chosen by an arbitrary method. The victory came through weakness, not strength. The entire point was to prevent human boasting.
But in the modern prophetic version, the story becomes about exalting a special group of believers as elite, anointed, chosen warriors who will accomplish what others can't. The focus shifts from God's power displayed through weakness to a special class of believers with unusual anointing taking authority over the world.
And this "Gideon's army" language gets tied directly into dominion theology. The remnant isn't just called to preach the gospel and make disciples. They're called to conquer. To take over. To transform the seven mountains of culture: government, media, education, business, arts, family, and religion.
This army, we're told, will establish God's kingdom on earth before Jesus returns. They will bring about societal transformation. They will shift nations. They will be the ones who finally fulfill the dominion mandate.
The biblical story was about a historical deliverance from Midian during the period of the judges. It was about God reducing an army so Israel could not boast, with the emphasis entirely on God's power displayed through weakness. There is no explicit connection anywhere in the text to end times events or the Second Coming.
But in the modern prophetic interpretation, it becomes a prophetic type of an end times remnant called to bring global revival and societal transformation. The army is exalted as specially chosen, a high level company of elite warriors with unusual anointing and authority. It gets inserted into end times narratives to support victorious eschatology (teaching about the end times) and dominion theology.
The difference is profound. One story glorifies God by showing His power through human weakness. The other glorifies a special class of believers by promising them unusual authority to conquer culture.
[bookmark: _heading=h.f0beirdhuoai]The Point We're Missing
Here's what we need to understand: God deliberately chose weakness to showcase His power.
The 300 weren't special. They weren't elite. They weren't unusually anointed. They were ordinary men who happened to drink water a certain way, and God used them in a way that left absolutely no room for them to take credit.
That's the point of the story. God saves through weakness so that He alone gets the glory.
This is a theme that runs throughout all of Scripture. God chooses the weak, the foolish, the despised, the nothing, so that no one can boast before Him.
1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (NIV):
"But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him."
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV):
"But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me."
Paul understood this. God's power is made perfect in weakness. Not in elite warriors. Not in specially anointed remnants. Not cultural conquerors. In weakness.
The idea of being part of an elite remnant feels good. It feels empowering. It makes us feel like we matter in God's plan. But that feeling is the exact opposite of what God is teaching. He doesn't need elite warriors. He uses weak, ordinary people who depend entirely on Him. That's how His power is displayed.
The gospel has always advanced through weak, ordinary people who depend entirely on God. Fishermen. Tax collectors. Tentmakers. People with no status, no power, no influence by the world's standards. And God used them to turn the world upside down, not because of who they were, but because of who He is.
The teaching I'd been hearing flipped this completely. It made the story about the 300. About the remnant. About the elite believers with special anointing who will conquer culture and establish God's kingdom on earth.
That's not the gospel. That's pride dressed up in spiritual language.
[bookmark: _heading=h.j7eklj1wbkfq]Conclusion
When we turn Gideon's story into a template for cultural conquest, we miss the point entirely. God reduced the army so that He alone would get the glory. He saved Israel through a method so weak, so foolish by human standards, that no one could possibly take credit.
That's the opposite of what's being taught in many prophetic circles. The promise that a special class of Christian elite will take over society contradicts the very heart of this story. God saves through weakness. He always has. And He always will.
Yes, God uses His people. Yes, the gospel advances. Yes, we are called to bold witness and faithful service. But we advance the kingdom the way Jesus did: through the cross, not through conquest. Through servanthood, not through dominion. Through weakness that displays His power, not through elite status that exalts ourselves.
That's the model Scripture gives us. And it's the model that actually brings God glory.
[bookmark: _heading=h.itrq8jm7i1l0]The “Peace, Peace” Deception: Why Dominion Theology Contradicts End Times Reality
There is a passage in Jeremiah 6:14 that exposes a familiar deception. The false prophets of Jeremiah’s day told Israel, “Peace, peace,” when there was no peace. They promised everything would be fine. They assured the people that judgment was not coming and that God would protect them regardless of their rebellion.
And the people believed them.
They wanted to believe them, because the alternative was terrifying. The alternative required repentance, humility, and facing the reality that judgment was at the door.
When I sat with that passage open in front of me, something clicked. I realized I had been hearing the same message in modern prophetic circles. Not in the same language, but with the same promise and the same false hope.
Today’s prophetic movement repeats that message in different packaging.
“We’re entering a season of unprecedented breakthrough.”
 “The wealth of the wicked is being transferred to the righteous.”
 “God is giving us the seven mountains. We are taking dominion over culture.”
Peace, peace. Victory, victory. Breakthrough, breakthrough.
But what if that is not what Scripture promises for the last days? What if, like the false prophets of Jeremiah’s time, modern voices are telling us what we want to hear instead of what God has actually said?
[bookmark: _heading=h.wkvreyvguahf]Biblical Hope vs. False Promises
Before going further, let me be clear. I believe God is powerful. I believe He works miracles. I believe He answers prayer. I believe the gospel is advancing around the world. I believe Christians should have hope, real biblical hope anchored in God’s promises.
But biblical hope is not the same as false promises.
Biblical hope says Jesus is coming back.
 Biblical hope says God is faithful.
 Biblical hope says nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
 Biblical hope says the gates of hell will not prevail against the church.
That is solid hope. That is hope that holds when everything else falls apart.
But promises of earthly dominion, cultural conquest, and a coming golden age before Christ returns are something else entirely. When those promises fail, people do not just lose false hope. Many lose their faith altogether.
I have seen it happen, and it breaks my heart.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5lu25jwrw55m]The Cliffhanger Strategy
After stepping back from the prophetic movement, a pattern became impossible to ignore. There was always something just around the corner.
A breakthrough was coming.
 A shift was happening.
 A new season was about to begin.
 God was about to do something unprecedented.
Sometimes it was ten to twenty years away. Sometimes just a few months. But it was always soon enough to keep people engaged and always far enough away that when it failed, the explanation was ready.
“We’re still in the process.”
 “Keep watching.”
 “Keep sowing.”
 “Keep believing.”
It is the same strategy television shows use to keep viewers hooked. The cliffhanger. The unresolved tension. The promise that the payoff is coming if you just stay tuned.
And I stayed tuned for years.
I listened to prophecy after prophecy promising that the church was about to take over the seven mountains of culture. Government, media, education, business, arts, entertainment, and religion. We were told we would establish God’s kingdom on earth before Jesus returned.
It sounded empowering. It sounded victorious.
But it is not what the New Testament teaches about the end times. Not even close.
Eventually, I had to ask myself a hard question. What if I had been waiting for something God never promised? What if all this talk of breakthrough and dominion was keeping me from preparing for what Jesus actually said would happen?
[bookmark: _heading=h.etbo4pf0nidw]“Peace, Peace” When There Is No Peace
God addressed this directly through Jeremiah:
Jeremiah 6:14 (NIV):
 “They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace.”
The false prophets told the people Babylon would not conquer Jerusalem. They promised the temple vessels would be returned quickly. They assured everyone that everything would be fine.
It was a comfortable lie.
And it kept the people from doing the one thing they desperately needed to do: repent.
If everything was fine, why repent? Why change? Why take God’s warnings seriously?
They treated a gaping wound as if it were minor. They put a bandage on a mortal injury and declared healing.
But there was no peace.
Babylon came. Jerusalem fell. The temple was destroyed. And the people who believed the false prophets were completely unprepared for what God had already said was coming.
Now ask yourself whether this sounds familiar.
Today, popular prophetic voices promise a coming golden age for the church. They speak of cultural takeover, national revival, and America becoming a Christian nation again.
Peace, peace. Victory, victory. Dominion, dominion.
I remember hearing teaching about “Gideon’s army.” The atmosphere was electric. We were told God was raising a small, elite remnant marked by extraordinary authority. I wanted to be part of it. Who would not?
But the New Testament tells a very different story.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ir3glimbu99w]What the New Testament Actually Says
2 Timothy 3:1 (NIV):
 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.”
2 Timothy 3:13 (NIV):
 “While evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”
Paul did not say things would improve until the church took over the world. He said things would deteriorate. The trajectory is clear.
Yet many modern prophets promise the opposite. Cultural dominance, national revival, and earthly victory before Christ returns.
Like the false prophets of old, they tell people what they want to hear.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tsyppyvheq50]Ezekiel’s Whitewashed Wall
Ezekiel used another vivid image:
Ezekiel 13:10 (NIV):
 “They say, ‘Peace,’ when there is no peace, and when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it with whitewash.”
The wall is weak and crumbling. Instead of tearing it down and rebuilding it properly, it gets painted over. It looks strong, but the structure is still failing.
When the storm comes, the wall collapses.
False prophecy does the same thing. It hides deep problems. It makes compromise look harmless. It treats serious spiritual decay as superficial.
Breakthrough is coming. Revival is coming. Victory is coming.
But repentance is never mentioned. A return to God’s Word is ignored. Preparation for what Jesus actually promised is postponed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ylobrea9tcsw]What Jesus Actually Promised
Jesus described the end times using the metaphor of birth pains.
Matthew 24:6, 8 (NIV):
 “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars… All these are the beginning of birth pains.”
Birth pains increase in frequency and intensity. They do not fade away.
Wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution. Increasing, not decreasing.
Revelation 12:12 (NIV):
 “The devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”
Satan is not retreating. He is accelerating.
Yet many prophetic narratives promise peace, prosperity, and a near-term turnaround. If that is what we expect, we will be blindsided by what Jesus said would come.
Matthew 24:9 (NIV):
 “You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.”
Not dominance. Not power. Persecution.
When believers expect victory but encounter suffering, confusion follows. People wonder whether they failed God, lacked faith, or missed His timing.
In reality, they were simply told the wrong story.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uhqrlb9exlsg]The Real Contrast
Scripture calls believers to endurance, faithfulness, and watchfulness. Dominion theology calls believers to conquer culture and establish God’s kingdom now.
One prepares you for hardship.
 The other leaves you unprepared.
Revelation 11:15 (NIV):
 “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah.”
Jesus will establish His kingdom. Not us.
Until then, the call is clear.
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV):
 “Stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord.”
Make disciples. Love your neighbor. Preach the gospel. Live holy lives. Endure faithfully. Watch for His return.
Jesus did not avoid suffering. He embraced it.
Luke 22:42 (NIV):
 “Not my will, but yours be done.”
Hebrews 12:2 (NIV):
 “For the joy set before him he endured the cross.”
He did not conquer culture. He endured the cross. And through that endurance, He accomplished what no cultural takeover ever could.
That is the path He calls us to follow.
That is the message that will hold when the storms come.

[bookmark: _heading=h.xh7vcpwlr2mp]The Billion Soul Harvest: When Evangelism Becomes Eschatology
This same pattern of false hope, promising breakthrough and victory when Scripture warns of difficulty, now emerges in another popular NAR teaching that sounds even more appealing because it wraps itself in the language of evangelism. The "Billion Soul Harvest" teaching represents the ultimate spiritual bait-and-switch: using the Great Commission's genuine urgency to mask a fundamentally unbiblical narrative about end-times revival.
Before continuing, something needs to be clear. We are called to make disciples. Jesus commanded us to go into all the world and preach the gospel. That's Matthew 28:19 and 20. God does bring people to faith. The harvest fields are ripe, and we should labor with urgency and joy in evangelism. The Great Commission is not optional. It's the heartbeat of the church.
In the years before Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 586 BC, the false prophets had a message: an unprecedented blessing was coming. God would restore the temple vessels. Peace and prosperity were just around the corner. Don't worry about the Babylonian army at the gates, God has a plan for your victory.
In the years before 70 AD, when Jerusalem fell to Rome, many believed the Messiah would come to establish His kingdom and defeat the Romans. They expected military victory and national restoration. They were preparing for conquest, not catastrophe.
Both times, the people were devastated when judgment came instead of revival.
The pattern repeats itself today in the "billion soul harvest" teaching: The church is about to experience an unprecedented billion soul harvest. The greatest revival in history is coming. We're going to see entire nations turn to Christ before Jesus returns. This will be the church's finest hour.
It sounds hopeful. It sounds exciting. But what if we're being set up for the same devastation those previous generations experienced, not because God failed, but because the prophets told them to expect something God never promised?
This sounds empowering, a picture of stadiums filled with new believers, entire nations turning to Christ, the church rising in power and influence like never before. But Scripture teaches the opposite.
John 4:35 (NIV):
"Don't you have a saying, 'It's still four months until harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest."
Jesus said the fields are ready now. Not in some distant future event. Now. And He calls us to be workers in that harvest.
Matthew 9:37 and 38 (NIV):
"Then he said to his disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.'"
So yes, we should evangelize. Yes, we should pray for souls to be saved. Yes, we should expect God to work powerfully through the gospel. The gospel is the power of God for salvation, as Paul says in Romans 1:16.
But there's a teaching that's become popular in certain circles that takes this biblical call to evangelism and twists it into something else entirely. It's called the "billion soul harvest," and it teaches that before Jesus can return, the church must win a billion or more souls through an unprecedented end times revival led by modern apostles and prophets.
Here's what the Bible actually teaches.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kz96tp2sr3il]What the Bible Actually Says About the Harvest
When Jesus and the apostles talked about the harvest, they were talking about two things: the present work of evangelism and the final judgment at the end of the age.
The present harvest is what Jesus described in John 4 and Matthew 9. The fields are ready. People are ready to respond to the gospel. And we need workers to go and bring them in. This is the ongoing work of the church in every generation. It's not a one time end time event. It's the mission Jesus gave us from the beginning.
But when Scripture talks about the harvest in relation to the end times, it's not talking about mass conversions. It's talking about judgment.
Matthew 13:39 and 40 (NIV):
"The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age."
Jesus explained this clearly in the parable of the wheat and the weeds. The harvest is when the angels separate the righteous from the wicked at the final judgment. It's not a billion soul revival. It's the end of the age when Christ returns to judge the earth.
Revelation 14:15 and 16 (NIV):
"Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, 'Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.' So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested."
This is the apocalyptic harvest. Christ returns. The angels gather the elect. Judgment falls on the wicked. This is not a description of mass evangelism. It's a description of the end.
So when we talk about "the harvest" in an end times context, we need to be careful. The Bible uses that language to describe judgment and separation, not a billion soul revival.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uvp0ylohayzh]What About Revival Before the End?
Now, some will point to passages like Matthew 24:14, which says, "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come."
Yes, the gospel will be preached to all nations. But notice what the verse says: it will be preached as a testimony. It doesn't say all nations will be converted. It doesn't say there will be a massive global revival. It says the gospel will reach every people group as a witness, and then the end will come.
The focus is on the completion of the Great Commission, not on the success rate. God will ensure that every nation hears the gospel. But that doesn't mean every nation will accept it.
In fact, when we look at what the New Testament actually says about the last days, we see a very different picture than the one painted by the billion soul harvest teaching.
[bookmark: _heading=h.t0jmkft5as0k]The Bible Warns of Apostasy, Not Revival
Here's what troubled me most as I studied this: the New Testament consistently warns that the last days will be marked by falling away, not mass conversions.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sn7ma5h4kx3d]The Dangerous Inversion
Here's where the billion soul harvest teaching becomes particularly dangerous: it inverts the biblical timeline.
The difference is crucial:
The Bible says Jesus will return, and then He will establish His kingdom. But the billion soul harvest teaching says the church must establish God's kingdom on earth first, and then Jesus can return.
One puts Jesus in control. The other puts us in control.
One says we wait for Him. The other says He's waiting for us.
One calls us to faithful endurance. The other calls us to cultural conquest.
And this teaching often gets tied to dominion theology and the Seven Mountains Mandate. The idea is that the church must take control of the seven spheres of society-government, media, education, business, arts, family, and religion-and then, once we've established God's kingdom on earth, Jesus will return to a prepared kingdom.
But that's not the gospel. That's not what Jesus taught.
Jesus was clear. His kingdom is not of this world. It doesn't advance through political power or cultural dominance. It advances through the gospel, through changed hearts, through the proclamation of the good news that Jesus died for sinners and rose again.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9vplorni4m7w]The Pattern of Failed Prophecies
Something has been deeply troubling to many of us. The billion soul harvest has been prophesied repeatedly over the last several decades, and the timelines keep changing.
Prophets declared that a massive revival would begin in a certain year. That year came and went. Nothing happened. So they adjusted the timeline. They reinterpreted the prophecy. They said it was conditional, or that it was happening in the spiritual realm, or that it was delayed because the church didn't pray enough.
But here's the problem: if a prophecy doesn't come to pass, it's a false prophecy. That's what Deuteronomy 18:22 says. "If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken."
No excuses. No reinterpretations. No moving the goalposts. If it doesn't happen, it's false.
And yet, these same prophets continue to be platformed. They continue to be trusted. They continue to release new prophecies. And the cycle continues.
This grieves me. Because it's not just about being wrong. It's about leading people into false hope. It's about creating expectations that God never gave. It's about distracting the church from what Jesus actually called us to do.
[bookmark: _heading=h.emdmfb56zojz]What We're Actually Called To
So if we're not called to usher in a billion soul harvest before Jesus returns, what are we called to?
We're called to faithful witness.
Acts 1:8 (NIV):
"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Witnesses. Not conquerors. Not cultural transformers. Witnesses.
We're called to preach the gospel, make disciples, and live holy lives in the midst of a crooked and depraved generation. That's Philippians 2:15.
We're called to endure suffering, knowing that this world is not our home. That's Hebrews 11:13 and 16.
We're called to watch for Christ's return, living with urgency and readiness, because we don't know the day or the hour. That's Matthew 24:42.
And yes, we're called to evangelize. To pray for the lost. To labor in the harvest fields. To see people come to faith in Christ. But we do that as faithful servants, not as those who believe we must accomplish a certain quota before Jesus can return.
God is sovereign over salvation. He will save all whom He has chosen. And He will do it in His time, according to His purposes, for His glory.
John 6:37 (NIV):
"All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away."
Our job is to be faithful. To preach the gospel. To make disciples. To trust that God will do what only He can do: open blind eyes, soften hard hearts, and bring dead souls to life.
That's the call. And it's more than enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3849wbb1c8sx]The Hope We Actually Have
Here's the hope I want to leave you with: Jesus is coming back. Not because we've prepared the earth for Him. Not because we've won a billion souls. Not because we've taken over the seven mountains.
He's coming back because He promised He would.
John 14:3 (NIV):
"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am."
That's our hope. Not in what we accomplish. Not in how many people we convert. Not in how much influence we gain.
Our hope is in Jesus. In His finished work on the cross. In His resurrection. In His promise to return.
And until He does, we stand firm. We preach the gospel. We make disciples. We endure suffering. We watch and wait.
That's the call. And it's a call worth giving your life to.
Paul didn't tell us to take dominion over culture.
He told us to put on the full armor of God.
Ephesians 6:11, 13 (NIV):
"Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes... Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand."
Stand your ground. That's the call.
Not conquer. Not dominate. Not take over.
Stand.
Because the day of evil is coming. And when it comes, we need to be ready. We need to be armored. We need to be grounded in the truth of God's Word, not in the false promises of modern prophets.
The false prophets in Jeremiah's day lulled the people into a false sense of security. They said, "Peace, peace," and the people believed them. They didn't prepare. They didn't repent. They didn't take God's warnings seriously.
And when judgment came, they were devastated.
This pattern should concern every believer. While focusing on seven mountains and cultural dominion, we risk missing Jesus's actual commission: make disciples, preach the gospel, endure suffering, and watch for His return.
The kingdom is coming. But it's not coming through our political maneuvering or our cultural influence.
It's coming when Jesus returns.
Take a breath. We've covered so much ground together, from dominion theology to false promises of earthly victory. Your mind might be spinning. Your heart might be heavy. That's okay. Before we move forward, I want to give you space to process what we've researched. These questions aren't a test. They're an invitation to bring your own story into conversation with what we've discussed. Your experience matters. Your journey matters. And God is faithful to meet you right where you are.
Until then, we're called to stand firm, hold fast to the truth, put on the armor of God, and resist the enemy's schemes.
Not to whitewash the crumbling wall.
Not to say "peace, peace" when there is no peace.
But to speak the truth. To prepare God's people for what's actually coming. And to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who endured the cross for the joy set before Him.
That's the call, and that's the only message that will hold when the storms come.
I spent years believing in the billion soul harvest. I prayed for it. I gave money toward it. I structured my life around the belief that we were on the verge of the greatest revival in history. And every year, the prophets would say, "It's coming. It's close. This is the year." When it didn't come, they'd adjust the timeline and release a new prophetic word. The hope never died, it just kept getting postponed. Eventually, I realized I wasn't living in hope; I was living in a cliffhanger that never resolved.
· Have you encountered teachings about modern-day apostles? How did it make you feel about your own relationship with God?
· Did the idea of "taking dominion" over culture ever appeal to you? What made it attractive?
· How does the USA-centered focus of the Seven Mountains Mandate sit with you now, knowing the global nature of the body of Christ?
· Where do you see the difference between cultural influence and the Great Commission in your own life?
Understanding biblical spiritual warfare requires distinguishing it from NAR practices.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dajwd7wxdbos]The Obsession with Spiritual Warfare
[bookmark: _heading=h.ylg83vw6wob1]Biblical Spiritual Warfare: Internal and Personal
When most people hear "spiritual warfare," they imagine dramatic confrontations with demonic forces. But biblical spiritual warfare is far more nuanced and internal than what the NAR teaches.
The most comprehensive passage on spiritual warfare in the New Testament is Ephesians 6:10-18. Notice what Paul emphasizes:
· Stand firm (mentioned three times)
· Put on the full armor of God
· Resist the devil's schemes
· Pray in the Spirit
The warfare is fundamentally about internal resistance and spiritual preparedness, not external territorial battles.
James 1:14-15 (NIV): "But each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death."
Temptation comes from our own desires. Not primarily from external demonic forces. Jesus demonstrated this perfectly when confronted by Satan. He simply said, "It is written," and quoted Scripture.
Matthew 4:4 (NIV): "Jesus answered, 'It is written: Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
Hebrews 4:12 (NIV): "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."
Scripture itself is the sword of the Spirit. Not elaborate prayer strategies or territorial declarations.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bbvu6w8wufia]Christ's Victory Over Evil Powers
One of the most critical misunderstandings in NAR theology is the nature of spiritual conflict. Christ has already defeated evil powers. They exist under His authority, not as independent forces we must constantly battle.
Revelation 12:10-11 (NIV): "Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 'Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.'"
The victory is already complete. And it's much simpler than what NAR teaches.
James 4:7 (NIV): "Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
[bookmark: _heading=h.bcu3nkhm8sr9]What the Bible Does NOT Teach
Notably absent from Scripture are practices like:
· Binding demons over cities
· Spiritual mapping
· Identifying territorial spirits
If these practices were essential to the Christian life, they would be prominent in:
· Jesus's teaching
· Paul, Peter, John, or James's writings
Instead, the early church saw spiritual transformation through gospel proclamation.
2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV): "For God, who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness,' made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of Christ."
[bookmark: _heading=h.bmklt5z1gnuw]Comparison of Spiritual Warfare Approaches
	Aspect
	Biblical Approach
	NAR Approach

	Focus
	Internal spiritual transformation
	External territorial battles

	Power Source
	Christ's completed work
	Human declarations and strategies

	Primary Weapon
	Scripture and faith
	Elaborate prayer strategies

	Basis
	Clear biblical teaching
	No biblical foundation


[bookmark: _heading=h.oc2lvkq6icr4]Conclusion: Stand Firm. That's the Call.
I know spiritual warfare sounds complicated. But it's not.
You don't need to take authority over cities.
You need to stand firm in Christ.
And that means returning to His truth, back to His Word, back to Himself.
The path forward is simple: fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.
Jude 1:24-25 (NIV): "To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his presence without fault and with great joy, to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen."
[bookmark: _heading=h.1g0iu16pxq4m]Why Sincere Christians Can Fall Into Deception
[bookmark: _heading=h.tbaeuh495k3h]Not Rebellion, Hunger
And that's exactly why deception works.
True spiritual leadership looks like Jesus: serving, not controlling. Healing, not hurting. Always pointing to God's Word, not to human personalities.
The answer isn't that we acted stupidly or rebelliously. The answer is that we were hungry.
Spiritual hunger isn't a weakness - it's a gift.
The problem isn't hunger. The problem is where leaders taught us to satisfy it.
Many of us entered the prophetic-apostolic movement during seasons of:
· Transition or crisis
· Deep longing for more of God
And the movement offered exactly what we craved:
· Personal words from God
· A sense of destiny and calling
· Community that felt alive
· Spiritual experiences that felt powerful
We weren't looking for a cult. We were looking for life.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NIV):
"For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness."
Deception doesn't announce itself. It doesn't walk around looking dangerous.
It walks in looking spiritual.
But there's something else that made many of us vulnerable to this deception in the first place.
[bookmark: _heading=h.19iiygqopu29]My People Are Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge
We didn't know Scripture well enough to test what we were hearing.
I'm not saying this to shame anyone. I'm saying it because it was true for me. I was biblically illiterate in ways I didn't realize. I knew the verses. I could quote a few passages. I had favorite Scriptures that encouraged me. But I didn't know the whole counsel of God's Word.
God Himself warned about this danger through the prophet Hosea:
Hosea 4:6 (NIV):
"my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children."
The patterns became clear only after understanding these foundational truths:
We didn't understand the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. So when teachers took promises made to national Israel and applied them to the modern church or to America, we didn't recognize the error. We didn't know that God's covenant with Israel was unique and that the church operates under a different covenant established by Christ's blood.
We didn't know what biblical prophecy actually required. We didn't know that true prophets in Scripture had to be 100% accurate, with no exceptions and no excuses. So when modern prophets failed repeatedly and made excuses, we accepted it because we didn't know God's standard.
We didn't know what Jesus actually taught about His kingdom. We heard that Christians were supposed to take dominion over culture and establish God's kingdom on earth, and it sounded biblical. But we didn't know that Jesus explicitly said His kingdom is not of this world. We didn't know that He taught His followers to expect persecution, not cultural dominance.
We didn't understand the nature of the church versus Israel. So when teachers used Old Testament conquest narratives and applied them to spiritual warfare or cultural transformation, we thought it made sense. We didn't know that the church is a multi-national body called to make disciples, not a geo-political entity called to conquer territory.
We didn't have a solid grasp of basic biblical theology about God's sovereignty, His unchanging character, or how He actually speaks to His people. So when teachers claimed God needed us to decree things into existence or that He was waiting for us to take authority before He could act, we believed them. We didn't know enough about God's nature to recognize the error.
And perhaps most importantly, we didn't know how to test teaching against Scripture. We knew we were supposed to, but we didn't have the biblical literacy to actually do it effectively.
The apostle Peter warned about this exact vulnerability:
2 Peter 3:16 (NIV):
"He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction."
Notice what Peter said: ignorant and unstable people distort Scripture. Not because they're evil. Not because they're trying to deceive. But because they don't understand it well enough to handle it correctly. And that distortion leads to destruction.
That's what happened to many of us. We were ignorant of what Scripture actually taught, and that ignorance made us vulnerable to those who twisted it. We didn't know the Bible well enough to recognize when someone was taking a verse out of context, misapplying an Old Testament promise, or building an entire theology on a single phrase while ignoring everything else Scripture says on that topic.
Biblical illiteracy doesn't just leave us uninformed. It leaves us defenseless.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nwzwv9x4xf9h]The Parable of the Ten Virgins: A Warning About Spiritual Unpreparedness
Jesus told a parable that speaks directly to this issue of being prepared:
Matthew 25:1-13 (NIV):
"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others also came. 'Lord, Lord,' they said, 'open the door for us!' But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I don't know you.' Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour."
This parable centers on the importance of being prepared. All ten virgins were waiting for the bridegroom. All ten had lamps. All ten were part of the wedding party. But five were foolish because they weren't adequately prepared. They didn't have enough oil. And when the bridegroom came, they were locked out.
The oil represents spiritual preparation, knowing God's Word deeply enough to recognize truth from error when it matters most.
The foolish virgins thought they were ready. They had lamps. They were in the right place. They were waiting for the bridegroom. But they hadn't done the work of adequate preparation. And when the moment came, they discovered too late that they didn't have what they needed.
Many believers today are in the same position. They think they're ready to discern truth from error. They think having spiritual experiences, attending prophetic conferences, and receiving personal words means they're spiritually prepared. But they haven't done the hard work of knowing Scripture deeply. And when deception comes dressed in spiritual language, using Bible verses and Jesus's name, they don't have the biblical knowledge to recognize it.
I was like the foolish virgins. I thought having powerful experiences and receiving prophetic words meant I was spiritually mature and prepared. I thought being passionate about God and hungry for more of Him was enough. But when deception came disguised as truth, when false teaching was wrapped in worship and anointing, I didn't have enough biblical knowledge stored up to recognize it. My lamp was burning, but I didn't have enough oil. And I got lost in the darkness.
[bookmark: _heading=h.acrm14pkutxw]The Cliffhanger Trap
The NAR system keeps people constantly chasing the next word, the next prophecy, the next breakthrough, the next season, the next move of God. There's always something new on the horizon. Always another prophetic word to wait for. Always another conference to attend. Always another level to reach.
And this constant forward momentum keeps people from ever sitting down with Scripture and learning it deeply. They're always preparing for what's coming next instead of being grounded in what God has already said. They're always looking for the fresh word instead of meditating on the eternal Word.
It's brilliant, actually, from a deception standpoint. Keep people moving. Keep them excited. Keep them focused on the future. And they'll never have time to build a solid biblical foundation that would protect them from error.
The apostle Paul warned about this exact pattern:
2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NIV):
"For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths."
This is what happens when we chase words instead of learning the Word. We gather teachers who tell us what we want to hear. We turn away from sound doctrine because it feels boring compared to fresh revelation. And we end up believing myths while thinking we're hearing from God.
The cliffhanger trap ensures you never build that foundation. It keeps you moving, keeps you excited, keeps you focused on the next thing. And you never stop long enough to do the hard, quiet, unglamorous work of actually learning Scripture. Of meditating on God's Word. Of building that deep knowledge that becomes oil in your lamp.
[bookmark: _heading=h.py2tc9hjpkz8]The Berean Standard: Our Path Forward
This isn't about shame. This is about recognizing that biblical literacy is our protection against deception.
Look at how the Bereans are commended in Scripture:
Acts 17:11 (NIV):
"Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true."
Even Paul, an actual apostle, was tested against Scripture. And he commended them for it. If apostles should be tested, why would we think modern leaders should be exempt?
If I could go back and tell my younger self one thing, it would be this: Stop chasing words. Start learning the Word.
That's what I'm doing now. And it's changing everything. I'm not dependent on anyone's prophetic gift anymore. I'm not waiting for someone to tell me what God is saying. I have His Word. And I'm learning to read it, understand it, and apply it. And I'm not left in the darkness anymore.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uw2usbyqzccw]The Gradual Nature of Deception
I don't know exactly when I crossed the line. That's the thing about deception, it doesn't announce itself. It doesn't feel like deception. It feels like growth. Like hunger. Like passion.
It starts with something good:
· A desire to know God more deeply
· A hunger for spiritual experiences
· A longing to be used by God
· A community that feels more alive than your church
Then, slowly, almost tenderly, the lines begin to blur.
The prophet's page becomes your first stop before opening your Bible.
Your spiritual health gets measured by whether you're receiving "words."
Church starts feeling too traditional, too boring, too stuck.
And before you realize it, you've drifted.
Not because you were rebellious. Because you were hungry.
Hebrews 2:1 (NIV):
"We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away."
Drift doesn't feel like drowning. It feels like floating.
Until you look up and realize the shore is gone.
What we've explored so far has been about beliefs—the theological foundations of the New Apostolic Reformation and how they diverge from Scripture. But beliefs don't remain abstract. They become practices that wound real people. Spiritual abuse, manipulation, and control are documented realities in this movement. If you've experienced these things, you'll recognize the patterns. If you haven't, understanding them protects you and equips you to help others.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3vfa1q2jay76]PART III: HARMFUL PRACTICES AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES
[bookmark: _heading=h.a5jj7k146cta]The Cult of Personality
One of the most dangerous dynamics in the NAR is the elevation of certain leaders to near-untouchable status.
I've watched it happen.
A prophet or apostle becomes so popular, so influential, so "anointed" that questioning them feels like questioning God Himself.
Their words carry the weight of Scripture.
Their presence shifts atmospheres.
Their endorsement becomes a spiritual credential.
And slowly, the leader becomes the center - not Jesus.
This is how cults of personality form.
It doesn't start with a leader saying, "Worship me." It starts with followers saying, "Don't touch God's anointed."
I've heard that phrase weaponized more times than I can count.
1 Chronicles 16:22 (NIV):
"Do not touch my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm."
This verse, taken out of context, has been used to silence anyone who dares to question a leader's teaching, behavior, or prophecy.
But here's the problem: that verse was about God protecting His people-Israel-from physical harm by pagan kings. It was never meant to shield false teachers from biblical accountability.
In fact, Scripture commands us to test everything:
1 Thessalonians 5:21 (NIV):
"Test everything; hold fast what is good."
1 John 4:1 (NIV):
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world."
Testing isn't rebellion. It's obedience.
Scripture gives us clear tests for discerning true from false prophets, tests we covered in detail in Part I: doctrinal orthodoxy, prophetic accuracy, fruit of their life, relationship with Christ, and consistency with Scripture. We need to apply all these tests, not just one. When we do, the deception becomes clear.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9j4wudccndq]Creating Dependency on Human Mediators
One of the most spiritually damaging aspects of the NAR is the way it creates dependency on human mediators.
Instead of teaching believers to hear God through Scripture and the Holy Spirit, the movement trains people to rely on prophets, apostles, and "seers" for direction.
I've known people who wouldn't make a major decision without getting a prophetic word.
I've known people who felt spiritually inferior because they didn't operate in the "gift of prophecy."
I've known people who spent hundreds-sometimes thousands-of dollars on prophetic sessions, hoping to finally hear what God was saying about their future.
I was one of those people. I wouldn't consider a job change without seeking a prophetic word. I interpreted dreams obsessively, looking for hidden messages about God's will. When I had a major decision to make, my first thought wasn't 'What does Scripture say?' or 'Let me pray about this.' It was 'I need to find someone who can give me a word.'
I had become spiritually dependent. And I didn't realize how dangerous that was until much later, when I discovered that I'd forgotten how to hear God through the normal means He's always used: His Word, prayer, wise counsel, and the Holy Spirit's gentle leading.
But here's what Scripture teaches:
John 10:27 (NIV):
"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me."
1 John 2:27 (NIV):
"As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you."
You don't need a prophet to hear from God.
You have the Holy Spirit. You have the Word of God. You have direct access to the Father through Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV):
"Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."
God doesn't have favorites. He doesn't speak more clearly to certain people because they're more anointed, more spiritual, or more gifted.
Romans 2:11 (NIV):
"For God does not show favoritism."
Acts 10:34 (NIV):
"Then Peter began to speak: 'I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism.'"
Ephesians 6:9 (NIV):
"And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him."
[bookmark: _heading=h.rpzphdykw4kv]Manufacturing Atmospheres
Colossians 3:25 (NIV):
"Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism."
The gospel tears down the need for human mediators. Jesus is our mediator.
Have you ever been in a service where the music was so loud, the lights so dim, the atmosphere so charged that you felt something powerful was happening?
It can feel like the presence of God, but it might just be the presence of hype.
I've watched leaders manipulate crowds with:
· Repetitive music that induces an emotional trance
· Declarations that everyone must repeat
· Pressure to respond physically (falling, shaking, laughing)
And I'm not saying that worship can't be powerful or that the Holy Spirit doesn't move in corporate gatherings.
· "You need to surrender more."
The failure is always placed on the believer. Never in the manufactured atmosphere.
But the Holy Spirit doesn't need hype. He doesn't need manipulation. He doesn't need emotional coercion.
John 3:8 (NIV):
"The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."
[bookmark: _heading=h.pwg01ehy33en]Spiritual Abuse Tactics
Spiritual abuse is real. And it's rampant in the NAR.
It happens when leaders use their spiritual authority to:
· Control
· Manipulate
· Silence
· Shame
· Exploit
I've seen it. Maybe you have too.
I experienced this firsthand. The Bible itself became part of the abuse in my childhood. My mother used Scripture like a weapon, quoting "spare the rod" as permission to hit, screaming "honor your mother and father" while beating us, justifying every angry outburst with a verse pulled straight from the pages of a book that was supposed to teach love. Hearing the Bible shouted at me in moments of terror made me start resenting church, resenting Scripture, resenting God Himself, because the only version of God I had ever been shown was an angry man who was impossible to please, always watching, always disappointed, always ready to punish. This is what spiritual abuse does: it takes the very Word that's meant to bring life and twists it into a weapon of control.
Here are some common tactics:
Isolation:
"Your family doesn't understand what God is doing. Your old church is dead. You need to separate from anyone who questions this move of God."
Gaslighting:
"You didn't hear that prophecy correctly. I never said that. You're misremembering. You're operating in offense."
Shaming:
"If you're struggling, it's because you're not surrendered. If you're doubting, it's because you're in sin. If you're questioning, you have a religious spirit."
Financial exploitation:
"Sow into this ministry and God will release your breakthrough. If you don't give, you're blocking your blessing."
Spiritual elitism:
"Not everyone can handle this level of revelation. You're part of the remnant. You're chosen for this hour."
These tactics aren't just unhealthy. They're abusive.
And they leave deep wounds.
Matthew 23:4 (NIV):
"They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them."
Jesus condemned religious leaders who burdened people. He still does.
God spoke through the prophet Ezekiel about this exact kind of leadership:
Ezekiel 34:2-4 (NIV):
"Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally.'"
This is what God thinks of leaders who use their position to feed themselves instead of caring for His people. Leaders who rule harshly. Leaders who exploit rather than serve. Leaders who burden rather than heal.
The tactics I just described-isolation, gaslighting, shaming, financial exploitation, spiritual elitism-these are exactly what Ezekiel was condemning. Shepherds who care more about their own platform, their own influence, their own income than about the wellbeing of the sheep.
God sees it. And He will hold them accountable.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8a8vv86bv5hu]Fear as a Weapon: When Spiritual Authority Becomes Spiritual Terrorism
One of the most damaging tactics I've witnessed in NAR environments is the weaponization of fear.
Fear of:
· Missing your calling
· Grieving the Holy Spirit
· Being "left behind" in what God is doing
· Losing your breakthrough
· Falling under judgment
· Being outside of God's will
· Disappointing God
I remember living under this constant low-grade anxiety. I would wake up in the middle of the night worrying that I'd missed something, had there been a prophetic word I should have responded to? A decree I forgot to make? A conference I should have attended?
I'd see posts on social media about people receiving 'breakthroughs' and wonder what I was doing wrong. Why wasn't God moving in my life like that? What was blocking my blessing?
When a prophet said, 'Some of you are about to miss your moment because you're not fully surrendered,' I'd spiral into self-examination. What am I holding back? What else does God want from me?
It was exhausting. And it was controlling.
Here's what I've come to understand: fear is not a tool of the Holy Spirit.
But here's what took me years to understand: this wasn't the conviction of the Holy Spirit. This was manipulation dressed in spiritual language. And I couldn't see the difference because I'd been taught that questioning the prophets meant resisting God.
2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV):
"For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline."
1 John 4:18 (NIV):
"There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment."
The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, but never through terrorizing threats. He warns us when we're heading toward danger, yet never manipulates us with fear. When correction is needed, He brings it with gentleness, not through controlling tactics that leave us paralyzed and anxious.
When leaders use fear to:
· Enforce loyalty
· Silence questions
· Shield themselves from accountability
· Override Scripture
· Keep people dependent
That's not the Spirit of God. That's spiritual abuse.
[bookmark: _heading=h.e64sdmhdb9es]The Psychological Pressure: Why Fear Works
Fear is effective because it preys on real, legitimate, God-given desires:
· A sincere desire to obey God
· Fear of grieving or disappointing Him
· Longing for purpose and meaning
· Hunger for the supernatural
· Desire for belonging and acceptance
· Respect for spiritual leadership
These desires aren't sinful. They're normal. They're human.
But in manipulative environments, these good desires become leverage points.
I wanted to obey God, so I obeyed the leaders without question.
I feared disappointing God, so I stayed even when I had doubts.
I longed for purpose, so I chased every prophetic word about my destiny.
I wanted to belong, so I conformed to the culture, even when it felt wrong.
Looking back, I can see how my good desires were exploited.
And if that was true for you too, please hear me: that's not your fault.
[bookmark: _heading=h.zbpu7r3svrqi]The Biblical Response: Testing Everything Without Fear
Here's what set me free: realizing that Scripture doesn't just permit discernment. It commands it.
1 John 4:1 (NIV):
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world."
1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 (NIV):
"Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil."
Acts 17:11 (NIV):
"Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true."
Examining teaching, questioning prophets, and measuring every message against Scripture isn't rebellion.
It's obedience.
True spiritual leadership:
· Invites accountability
· Welcomes questions
· Submits to Scripture
· Accepts correction
· Rejects manipulation
False leadership:
· Demands unquestioning loyalty
· Silences doubt
· Uses fear to control
· Positions itself above Scripture
· Weaponizes spiritual language
Where fear is used to enforce loyalty, silence discernment, shield leaders from accountability, or override Scripture, the Spirit of God is not the one speaking.
No matter how many times they say "Jesus."
No matter how many Bible verses they quote.
No matter how anointed they seem.
If fear is the method, it's not from God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ob4u5vgljtv7]The Emotional Appeal of Deception
One of the reasons deception is so effective is because it appeals to our deepest emotional needs:
· The need to be seen
· The need to be special
· The need to have purpose
· The need to belong
· The need to matter
The NAR offers all of that.
"You have a destiny."
"You're called for this hour."
"God has a specific word just for you."
"You're part of the remnant."
It feels good. It feels affirming. It feels like love.
But it's conditional.
It's based on:
· How much you give
· How much you participate
· How much you believe the prophecies
· How much you defend the leaders
The moment you question, the moment you pull back, the moment you test, the love disappears.
And you're left wondering: Was I ever really loved? Or was I just useful?
That's the heartbreak of spiritual abuse.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4hi17rap60y2]Why Good People Stay in Bad Systems
If you've ever wondered why people stay in spiritually unhealthy environments, here are some reasons:
1. Sunk cost fallacy:
"I've invested so much time, money, and energy. I can't walk away now."
2. Fear of losing community:
"These are my people. If I leave, I'll be alone."
3. Fear of missing out:
"What if this really is God and I walk away from my breakthrough?"
4. Cognitive dissonance:
"I've defended this publicly. If I admit I was wrong, what does that say about me?"
5. Spiritual manipulation:
"If you leave, you're walking away from God's plan for your life."
These are real, powerful forces.
And if you've stayed longer than you wanted to, or if you're struggling to leave now, you're not weak.
You're human.
And God's grace is big enough to meet you right where you are.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8o8pw3rg0vq4]The Biblical Response to False Authority
So what do we do when we recognize false authority?
Scripture is clear:
Romans 16:17-18 (NIV):
"I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people."
2 Timothy 3:5 (NIV):
"...having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people."
Titus 3:10 (NIV):
"Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them."
We are called to:
· Recognize false teaching
· Warn others
· Separate ourselves
Not out of bitterness or pride, but out of obedience.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4kcacr2mpnab]Summary: Breaking Free
Breaking free from deception isn't easy.
It requires:
· Humility to admit we were wrong
· Courage to walk away
· Wisdom to discern truth from error
· Community to support us
· Time to heal
But it's possible. And it's worth it.
Because on the other side of deception is freedom.
Freedom to hear God through His Word.
Freedom to rest in the finished work of Christ.
Freedom to belong to the global body of Christ (not just one leader's platform).
You were never meant to carry the weight of someone else's authority.
You were meant to walk in the freedom of the gospel.
Galatians 5:1 (NIV):
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."
[bookmark: _heading=h.ojv31o2wdtbb]Reflection Questions
Understanding the specific teachings behind these manipulation tactics reveals the theological framework that sustains them. These aren't isolated errors but interconnected distortions about calling, faith, and spiritual warfare.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9cbixz7s7bcw]Distorted Teachings on Faith, Calling, Warfare, and Breakthrough
There's a phrase I heard over and over in the prophetic movement:
"You're called for such a time as this."
It sounded powerful. It sounded biblical. It sounded like destiny.
But this obsession with calling, destiny, and breakthrough doesn't lead to freedom. It leads to exhaustion.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w8y7kj6yrxd]The Obsession with Destiny and Calling
In the NAR, your calling isn't just important. It's everything.
You're told:
· God has a specific, detailed plan for your life
· You need prophetic words to discover it
· If you miss it, you'll live in regret
· Your calling is tied to this specific season, this specific leader, this specific movement
I've watched people agonize over their calling.
"Am I a prophet or a teacher?"
People agonize over their calling:
"Am I called to business or ministry?"
"Did I miss my window?"
"Am I in the right city?"
[bookmark: _heading=h.61ivdz4gtqq2]What Jesus Actually Promised: The Beatitudes vs. Prosperity
The prosperity gospel teaches that God wants all believers to be wealthy, healthy, and successful. But when we look at what Jesus actually promised His followers, we find something very different.
Matthew 5:3-12 (NIV):
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."
This is how Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount, His most comprehensive teaching on what it means to follow Him. Jesus blessed:
· The poor in spirit
· Those who mourn
· The meek
· Those who hunger for righteousness
· The merciful
· The pure in heart
· The peacemakers
· The persecuted
He didn't say: Blessed are the wealthy, for they will fund the harvest. Blessed are the influential, for they will take the seven mountains. Blessed are those who decree and declare, for they will manifest breakthroughs.
Jesus promised that His followers would be insulted, persecuted, and slandered. And He said, 'Rejoice and be glad.' Why? Because your reward is in heaven.
The gospel Jesus preached doesn't promise earthly wealth or worldly success. It promises persecution, suffering, and eternal reward. If someone is teaching you a different gospel, one that promises health, wealth, and earthly dominion, they're not teaching what Jesus taught.
The pressure is crushing.
And here's the irony: the New Testament doesn't obsess over calling the way the NAR does.
Yes, we are called. But our primary calling is simple:
Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV):
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"
That's it.
Love God. Love people.
Everything else flows from that.
But the NAR makes calling complicated, exclusive, and anxiety inducing.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fdzruktbp5ez]The "Activation" Concept
Have you ever felt like you were spiritually locked, waiting for someone with the right key to activate what God put inside you?
I have. I sat through "activation sessions" where leaders would lay hands on people and "activate" their prophetic gifting. I watched as people around me started speaking in tongues, prophesying, having visions, all because a leader with "anointing" had activated something in them.
In "activation sessions," leaders lay hands on people to "activate" their prophetic gifting. People speak in tongues, prophesy, have visions, all because a leader with "anointing" has activated something in them. This creates anxiety: Why hasn't it happened? What am I missing? Who do I need to pray for me?
This is one of the most spiritually damaging teachings in the NAR movement. It creates a hierarchy where certain people have power to unlock what God supposedly placed in you but left dormant. You need them. Without their impartation, you'll stay spiritually stunted.
But here's what's devastating about this teaching: it directly contradicts what Scripture says about the Holy Spirit's work.
1 Corinthians 12:11 (NIV):
"All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines."
The Holy Spirit distributes gifts as He wills. Not as a prophet wills. Not based on who lays hands on you. Not based on which conference you attend.
As. He. Determines.
This teaching implies that:
· The Holy Spirit isn't enough
· You need a human mediator to unlock your gifts
· Spiritual maturity comes through impartation, not through Scripture and obedience
But Scripture teaches something different:
2 Timothy 1:6 (NIV):
"For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands."
Paul told Timothy to fan into flame the gift. Not to wait for someone to activate it.
The gift was already there. It just needed to be stewarded.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lng3u942x048]God Qualifies the Called
You don't need someone to activate you. You need to walk in obedience to what God has already given you.
Here's something I wish someone had told me earlier: you don't need to be qualified before God can use you. You don't need to have it all together. You don't need someone to impart or activate anything in you. God calls people according to His purpose, not according to their résumé.
2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NIV):
"He has saved us and called us to a holy life-not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, and has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus."
God's call is based on His grace and purpose, not on our qualifications or performance. He chose you before you did anything right or wrong.
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV):
"For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."
God has already prepared good works for you to walk in. You're not scrambling to figure out what they are through prophetic words. You're His handiwork, and He's already prepared the path.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5r923s8bgxte]Jesus' Teaching on Following Him
The NAR makes following Jesus sound exciting, empowering, and full of breakthrough and destiny. But when we look at what Jesus Himself said about following Him, we find something both harder and more beautiful.
Matthew 16:24-26 (NIV):
"Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?'"
Jesus didn't promise His disciples a thriving ministry, a large platform, or breakthrough in every area of life. He told them to take up their cross. In His day, everyone knew what that meant. The cross was an instrument of death. It was public. It was painful. It was the end of your own agenda.
Following Jesus means denying yourself. It means losing your life to find it. It means that even if you gain the whole world, that's nothing compared to your soul.
Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV):
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."
Yes, Jesus offers rest. Yes, His yoke is easy and His burden is light. But that rest comes through surrender, not through striving for breakthrough. It comes through learning from Him, not from chasing prophetic words about your destiny.
The call of Jesus is costly. But it's also beautiful. It's a call to die to yourself and find true life in Him. Not a call to discover your destiny through prophetic words, but a call to follow Him wherever He leads, trusting that He is enough.
Exodus 4:11-12 (NIV):
"The Lord said to him, 'Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.'"
When Moses said he couldn't speak well, God didn't send him to a prophet to activate his gift. God said, 'I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.' God Himself equips those He calls.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV):
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
Scripture thoroughly equips you for every good work. Not prophetic words. Not impartation. Scripture. You already have what you need.
Acts 4:13 (NIV):
"When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus."
Peter and John weren't qualified by the world's standards. They were ordinary, unschooled men. But they had been with Jesus. That's what made the difference. Not special activation. Not prophetic impartation. Time with Jesus.
This is the gospel truth that sets us free: God doesn't need you to be impressive before He calls you. He calls you, and then He qualifies you. Through His Word. Through His Spirit. Through walking with Jesus. You don't need a human mediator to unlock what God has already placed in you.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4nim43gl6ziq]The Fear of Missing Your Calling
I've known people who were paralyzed by the fear that they'd missed their calling.
They believed:
· There was one specific path God had for them
· If they made the wrong choice, they'd be outside God's will forever
· They needed a prophetic word to confirm every decision
This isn't biblical faith. It's spiritual anxiety.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV):
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight."
God isn't hiding His will from you like a cosmic Easter egg.
He's not waiting for you to decode the right prophetic word.
He's leading you step by step, through His Word, His Spirit, and the wisdom of mature believers.
Psalm 32:8 (NIV):
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you."
You haven't missed it.
God is faithful. And He's not done with you.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ginmwq4dqtkj]When Faith Becomes a Weapon That Blames Believers
In the NAR, faith is often weaponized.
If you're sick and not healed, it's because you didn't have enough faith.
If you're struggling financially, it's because you didn't sow enough seed.
If a prophecy didn't come to pass, it's because you didn't decree it correctly.
The failure is always placed on the believer. Never on the false teaching.
But that's not how Jesus treated people.
When the disciples couldn't heal the boy with seizures, Jesus didn't shame them. He explained that some things require prayer (Matthew 17:19-21).
When the woman with the issue of blood touched His garment, He didn't say, "Your faith healed you, so if you get sick again, it's your fault." He said, "Your faith has healed you. Go in peace" (Luke 8:48).
Faith isn't a weapon. It's a gift.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV):
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast."
Faith is trust in God's character. Not a formula to manipulate outcomes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ywpxozi4h7aa]Prosperity Theology and the Wealth Transfer Myth
One of the most pervasive teachings in the NAR is the idea of a coming "wealth transfer."
The teaching goes like this:
· God is going to transfer the wealth of the wicked into the hands of the righteous
· Believers are going to fund the end times harvest with this wealth
· If you sow financially into the right ministries, you'll be positioned to receive
This sounds exciting and empowering, but it's not biblical.
The verse most often cited is Proverbs 13:22:
"A good person leaves an inheritance for their children's children, but a sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous."
But this is a proverb. A general observation about life. Not a prophetic promise about an end times wealth transfer.
In fact, Jesus taught the opposite about wealth:
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV):
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NIV):
"Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil."
The gospel doesn't promise wealth. It promises sufficiency.
Philippians 4:19 (NIV):
"And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus."
Needs. Not wants. Not luxury. Not wealth transfer.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ltohwnf7x4jv]The Culture of Constant Breakthrough
In the NAR, you're always on the verge of breakthrough.
"This is your season."
"Your breakthrough is coming."
"Don't give up now. You're so close."
It sounds encouraging. But it creates a cycle of perpetual striving.
You're always chasing the next breakthrough:
· Financial breakthrough
· Relational breakthrough
· Prophetic breakthrough
· Healing breakthrough
And when it doesn't come, you're told:
· Keep decreeing
· Keep sowing
· Keep believing
[bookmark: _heading=h.vzdx2nyts1eh]The Biblical Alternative: Learning Contentment
I want to show you something that radically changed my perspective. It's a passage that's often quoted in NAR circles, but almost always misapplied.
Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV):
"I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength."
I heard verse 13 quoted constantly: "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."
And it was always used to promise breakthroughs. Financial breakthrough. Prophetic breakthrough. Destiny breakthrough.
But look at what Paul actually said. He wasn't talking about achieving more. He was talking about learning contentment.
"I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances."
Paul had learned the secret of being satisfied in Christ, whether he had much or little. Whether things were going well or falling apart. Whether he was comfortable or suffering.
That's the opposite of the constant breakthrough culture.
The NAR message is: "Keep pressing in. Keep believing. Keep decreeing. Your breakthrough is coming."
Paul's message is: "I have learned to be content. In plenty or in want. In success or in suffering. Christ is enough."
The difference is profound.
One creates anxiety, striving, and disappointment. The other creates peace, rest, and stability.
I had to wrestle with this for a long time. Because contentment felt like giving up. It felt like settling. It felt like I was lowering my expectations of what God could do.
But that's not what contentment is.
Contentment isn't resignation. It's not apathy. It's not pretending everything is fine when it's not.
Contentment is trusting that God is enough, no matter what your circumstances look like.
It's saying, "I don't need the next breakthrough to be okay. I don't need the prophetic word to come true. I don't need my circumstances to change. Because I have Christ, and He is sufficient."
Paul goes even further in his letter to Timothy:
1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NIV):
"But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that."
Godliness with contentment is great gain.
Not godliness with breakthroughs. Not godliness with wealth transfer. Not godliness with prophetic destiny.
Godliness with contentment.
If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
That's the biblical standard. And it's so far from what I was taught.
I was taught that if I wasn't experiencing increase, breakthrough, and advancement, something was wrong. Either with my faith, my obedience, or my spiritual warfare.
But Paul is saying the opposite. He's saying that if you have the basics-food, clothing, and Christ-you have everything you need.
This doesn't mean we don't work. It doesn't mean we don't plan. It doesn't mean we don't ask God for things.
But it does mean we stop chasing. We stop striving. We stop living in a constant state of dissatisfaction, always waiting for the next breakthrough to finally feel okay.
Because if you're in Christ, you already have everything you need.
Not everything you want. Not everything you've been promised by prophets. But everything you need.
And that's enough.
When I finally understood this, it felt like a weight lifted off my shoulders. I didn't have to keep chasing anymore. I didn't have to keep striving. I didn't have to keep waiting for the breakthrough that would finally make everything okay.
I could rest. I could be content. Not because my circumstances were perfect, but because Christ was enough.
That's the gospel. And it's so much better than the constant breakthrough culture.
But here's the truth: if you're in Christ, you've already had your breakthrough.
Colossians 2:13-15 (NIV):
"When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us. He has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."
The breakthrough already happened. At the cross.
You don't need to earn it. You don't need to decree it. You don't need to chase it.
You need to rest in it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.34cfgrcxzmxs]Chasing Signs and Wonders
I've sat through services where the worship went on for two hours, building and building, waiting for "the glory to fall." I watched people shake and fall and laugh, and I remember thinking, "Why isn't it happening to me? What's wrong with me?" I was so focused on experiencing the manifestation that I barely noticed Jesus at all. The sign became the goal instead of the Savior it was supposed to point to.
I've been in services where the focus was entirely on signs and wonders.
Miracles. Healings. Gold dust. Feathers. Oil. Gemstones.
And I'm not saying God can't do miracles. He absolutely can.
But when signs and wonders become the focus, when they become the measure of God's presence, we've lost the gospel.
Matthew 12:39 (NIV):
"A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign!"
The Pharisees wanted signs. Jesus called them wicked.
Why? Because they wanted proof instead of faith.
The gospel doesn't need signs to validate it. The gospel is the power of God.
Romans 1:16 (NIV):
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes."
Signs may follow believers (Mark 16:17-18), but they're not the goal.
The goal is Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7guvr2164dgy]The Obsession with Spiritual Warfare
In the NAR, spiritual warfare isn't occasional, it's constant. You're told that demons are assigned to your city, your family, your finances. You need to bind territorial spirits, map out demonic strongholds, and engage in hours of warfare prayer. If you're struggling, it's because you're under attack.
Now, I believe spiritual warfare is real. Scripture is clear about that (Ephesians 6:12). But the NAR takes it to an extreme that isn't biblical. The New Testament doesn't teach us to bind territorial spirits over cities or map out demonic strongholds. Instead, we're given a much simpler instruction:
James 4:7 (NIV):
"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
1 Peter 5:8-9 (NIV):
"Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith."
Resist. Stand firm. Submit to God. That's it. We don't need elaborate warfare strategies. We need obedience. I've known people who were exhausted from constant spiritual warfare, spending hours binding and loosing, declaring and decreeing, breaking curses, but they never found peace. The gospel isn't about constant warfare. It's about rest in Christ (Matthew 11:28-30).
(For a detailed biblical treatment of spiritual warfare, see the chapter "The Obsession with Spiritual Warfare" in Part II.)
[bookmark: _heading=h.wd7i50ad6igv]Summary: Returning to the Gospel
The gospel is simple.
Jesus lived the life we couldn't live.
He died the death we deserved.
He rose from the dead, defeating sin and death.
And now, by faith, we are:
· Forgiven
· Justified
· Adopted
· Sealed
· Secure
We don't need to chase breakthroughs. We don't need to activate gifts. We don't need to wage constant warfare.
We need to rest in what Christ has already done.
Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV):
"So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness."
That's the gospel, and it's enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nsna0iltahs5]Reflection Questions
· Have you ever felt pressure to discover or fulfill a specific "calling"? How did that affect you?
· Have you experienced the exhaustion of pursuing constant breakthroughs? What did that feel like?
· How has the weaponization of faith (blaming believers for lack of results) impacted your view of God?
· Have you been taught that you need someone to "activate" your gifts? How does it feel to know the Holy Spirit distributes gifts as He wills?
· What does it mean to you that the breakthrough already happened at the cross?
This biblical contentment, this rest in Christ's finished work, stands in stark contrast to the restless anxiety that defines the New Apostolic Reformation. Where Scripture offers peace, NAR demands constant vigilance for the next prophetic word. Where Christ offers rest, NAR requires perpetual spiritual warfare. Where the gospel declares "It is finished," NAR insists "You need more." This anxiety doesn't come from nowhere. It's manufactured by movements built not on Christ's sufficiency, but on the dangerous cult of personality, and sustained through systems of spiritual practice that have no biblical foundation whatsoever. The progression from distorting Scripture to inventing entirely new revelation systems reveals something critical: false teaching is never satisfied with merely reinterpreting the text; eventually, it must construct its own alternative spiritual universe.
[bookmark: _heading=h.yogizodimwz9]Extra-Biblical Revelation Systems: Dreams, Numerology, and the "Second Exodus"
Someone once told me that the number 11 was following them.
They saw it everywhere. On clocks, receipts, license plates.
"It's a sign," they said. "God is speaking."
And I believed them.
Because in the prophetic movement, everything is a sign. Everything is a message. Everything is God trying to grab your attention.
But here's the problem: when everything is a sign, nothing is.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vspdmlshcjkg]What the Bible Actually Says About Visions and Apparitions
Before we examine what the NAR teaches about visions, dreams, and supernatural encounters, we need to establish what the Bible actually shows us. Because when we understand what genuine biblical visions look like (their purpose, their characteristics, their rarity), we'll be better equipped to discern what's truly from God and what isn't.
Scripture does record supernatural encounters where God revealed Himself or sent messengers to His people. But these encounters follow clear, consistent patterns that are very different from what's being taught in many prophetic circles today.
Let me walk you through what the Bible actually shows us.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ygslg0i5j2st]Old Testament Visions and Appearances of God
[bookmark: _heading=h.x4yndgds81g5]The Burning Bush: Moses' Encounter with God
One of the most significant visible appearances of God in Scripture occurred when Moses encountered God in the burning bush:
"There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up... God called to him from within the bush, 'Moses! Moses!'" (Exodus 3:2-4, NIV)
Notice the key characteristics:
· The fire came from within the bush, not external to it - indicating self-generated divine presence
· The bush was not consumed, demonstrating the supernatural nature
· God spoke audibly and identified Himself: "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob" (Exodus 3:6)
· Moses was commanded to remove his sandals because he stood on holy ground
· This was not a dream or internal impression - it was an objective, external appearance
This was a theophany (a visible appearance of God to humans). It showed God's holy, purifying presence and His plan not to destroy His people but to rescue them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.p998albi0nyx]Isaiah's Vision of God's Throne Room
The prophet Isaiah received one of Scripture's most detailed visions of God's heavenly throne:
"In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: 'Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.'" (Isaiah 6:1-3, NIV)
Key characteristics:
· Isaiah saw the Lord seated on a throne, which was a vision of God's sovereignty and holiness
· Seraphim (angelic beings) surrounded the throne, worshiping continuously
· The seraphim had six wings and covered their faces and feet in God's presence
· The vision produced conviction of sin: "Woe to me!... I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips" (Isaiah 6:5)
· God cleansed Isaiah's sin with a coal from the altar before commissioning him
· This vision launched Isaiah's prophetic ministry with a specific message for Israel
This vision revealed God's holiness, Isaiah's unworthiness, God's provision for sin, and Isaiah's calling to prophesy to a rebellious nation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fwln05e0dmg]New Testament Visions and Appearances
[bookmark: _heading=h.915i0h7ovqcq]Paul's Damascus Road Vision
One of the most significant conversion experiences in Scripture involved a direct encounter with the risen Christ:
"As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' 'Who are you, Lord?' Saul asked. 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' he replied." (Acts 9:3-5, NIV)
Key characteristics:
· A light from heaven brighter than the sun at midday appeared (Acts 26:13)
· Everyone traveling with Paul fell to the ground
· Paul heard Jesus speak in Hebrew
· Paul was struck blind for three days
· Jesus gave Paul specific instructions to go into Damascus
· This was an objective, external event, not merely an internal experience
· Jesus appeared to Paul to commission him as an apostle to the Gentiles
Paul's conversion and commissioning as an apostle demonstrated Christ's resurrection power and established Paul's apostolic authority. Jesus told Paul, "I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness" (Acts 26:16).
Scripture records other detailed visions, Ezekiel's cherubim and wheels, Daniel's four beasts, Peter's sheet vision, John's throne room in Revelation, and numerous angelic appearances. Each follows these same patterns: divine initiative, clear purpose, Scripture-consistency, and Christ-centeredness. (For detailed examination of these visions, see Appendix B.)
[bookmark: _heading=h.wt2juro8cyqw]Biblical Patterns of Genuine Visions
When we examine all biblical visions and apparitions, clear patterns emerge:
1. Divine Initiative
God initiates contact; humans don't summon visions through techniques.
"In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways" (Hebrews 1:1, NIV)
2. Clear Message
Biblical visions always had a specific, understandable purpose. When symbolic, God provided interpretation (Daniel, Revelation). The message promoted God's redemptive plan.
3. Consistent with Scripture
Visions never contradicted previous revelation. They built upon and fulfilled Scripture.
"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation... prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:20-21, NIV)
4. Accompanied by Fear and Awe
Genuine encounters with the divine produced fear and reverence:
· Isaiah: "Woe to me!... I am ruined!" (Isaiah 6:5)
· Daniel: "I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale" (Daniel 10:8)
· John: "When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead" (Revelation 1:17)
5. Focused on Christ
Old Testament visions pointed forward to Christ. New Testament visions revealed Christ's glory and His gospel.
"He will glorify me" (John 16:14, NIV)
6. Tested and Verified
The Bereans "examined the Scriptures every day" even to test Paul's teaching (Acts 17:11).
"Test the spirits to see whether they are from God" (1 John 4:1, NIV)
7. Not Normative for All Believers
Biblical visions were rare, given to specific people for specific purposes. Most believers throughout Scripture never received visions. The norm is God's written Word, illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fg1ib7ectnw2]Dreams in Scripture
God did speak through dreams in Scripture, but with important limitations:
Examples:
· Jacob's dream of the ladder (Genesis 28:12-16)
· Joseph's dreams and his interpretation of Pharaoh's dream (Genesis 37, 41)
· Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream (Daniel 2)
· Joseph warned in a dream to flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:13)
Key Principles:
· When God spoke through dreams, He either made the meaning clear or provided supernatural interpretation
· There were no "dream dictionaries" or formulaic interpretations
· Dreams were never elevated to the level of Scripture
· God contrasted dreams with His Word: "Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?" (Jeremiah 23:28, NIV)
[bookmark: _heading=h.l5dd48m6vqi2]What the Bible Does NOT Teach
Notably absent from Scripture:
· No repeated numbers as divine messages
· No territorial spiritual mapping
· No opening/closing spiritual portals
· No activating prophetic gifts through human impartation
· No dream dictionaries or symbolic formulas
· No prophets charging money for words from God
· No ongoing revelation equal to Scripture
[bookmark: _heading=h.9rjukdrcfob]The Ultimate Revelation: Jesus Christ
The writer of Hebrews provides the definitive statement:
We don't need new visions to know God's will. We have "everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him" (2 Peter 1:3, NIV). Scripture "thoroughly equips" us "for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:17, NIV).
Biblical visions and apparitions were rare and given to specific individuals for specific purposes. They were clear in their message and purpose. They were consistent with Scripture and God's redemptive plan. And they were Christ-centered in their ultimate focus.
Now, with this biblical foundation in place, let's examine what happens when we move away from Scripture's clear teaching and begin to treat every dream, every number, every coincidence as a message from God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z7zapqirscno]The Closed Canon and the Sufficiency of Scripture
Scripture is complete and sufficient for all we need in life and godliness. (For a comprehensive biblical defense of Scripture's sufficiency, see Appendix B: The Sufficiency of Scripture.)
[bookmark: _heading=h.s4dfxsvq64zm]God's Final Word: Why Scripture Is Enough
Here's one of the most important truths we need to understand:
In the Old Testament, God spoke through prophets "at many times and in various ways." But now? He has spoken to us by His Son. That's past tense. The revelation is complete.
This doesn't mean God is silent. He speaks to believers through His Word, by His Spirit, through prayer, through circumstances, through the counsel of other believers. But there is no new revelation that adds to or supersedes what God has already fully revealed in Christ and recorded in Scripture.
I wish someone had explained this to me years ago. I spent so much time chasing "fresh words" when God had already given me everything I needed in His Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g6kemymiidlq]The Closed Canon: Why We're Not Waiting for More Scripture
By the end of the first century, the apostles had died. The eyewitnesses of the resurrection were gone. The foundation of the church had been laid. And the canon of Scripture - the 66 books of the Bible - was recognized as complete and closed.
This means:
· No new books will be added to Scripture
· No modern prophecies carry the same authority as Scripture
· No dreams, visions, or prophetic words can be treated as equal to Scripture
· God's Word is complete and sufficient
The early church recognized this. When the apostle John closed the book of Revelation, he wrote:
Revelation 22:18 (NIV):
"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll."
God is not adding to His Word. The revelation is complete.
But NAR teaching suggests something different. It teaches that believers need:
· Fresh prophetic words
· Dreams and their interpretations
· Apostolic decrees
· New revelation for "this season"
· Angelic encounters
· Prophetic activations
The constant message is: Scripture isn't enough. You need more. You need what God is saying right now, through the prophets, to know His will.
This is spiritually dangerous.
God's Word guides us. Not dreams. Not prophetic words. Not impressions or feelings. His Word.
I remember feeling like I was missing something if I didn't have a prophetic word for the year, for the season, for the decision I was facing. But the truth is, God had already given me what I needed. His Word, His Spirit, and the wisdom of mature believers around me.
2 Peter 1:19 (NIV):
"We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts."
The prophetic message (Scripture) is completely reliable. We have something certain, something solid, something that will never fail us.
Why would we trade that for subjective impressions, dreams that need decoding, and prophecies that fail?
[bookmark: _heading=h.audzq7xqq1wc]Biblical Revelation Is Consistent - NAR Revelation Contradicts
Here's another way to test whether something is from God: does it contradict what He's already said?
God never contradicts Himself. He doesn't say one thing in His Word and another thing through a modern prophet.
But in NAR circles, I've heard:
· "God told me to divorce my spouse" (contradicts Malachi 2:16, Matthew 19:6)
· "God is releasing wealth to you,just sow into this ministry" (contradicts warnings against false teachers who exploit people for money)
· "God is releasing wealth to you - just sow into this ministry" (contradicts warnings against false teachers who exploit people for money)
· "You're going to be healed - just have enough faith" (contradicts the reality that Paul's thorn wasn't removed, Timothy had stomach issues, and Epaphroditus was sick)
When a "prophetic word" contradicts Scripture, it's not from God. Period.
Galatians 1:8 (NIV):
"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God's curse!"
Even if an angel appeared and contradicted Scripture, we're to reject it. How much more should we reject a modern prophet who contradicts God's Word?
[bookmark: _heading=h.453rcnfewjid]The Dream Interpretation Trap
Jeremiah 23:28 (NIV):
"Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?" declares the LORD.
God contrasts dreams ("straw") with His Word ("grain").
Dreams are subjective, fleeting, shaped by what we eat, what we watch, what we're anxious about. God's Word is objective, eternal, and unchanging.
NAR teaching has turned dreams into a parallel authority system. Believers are taught to journal their dreams, decode them using dream dictionaries, and treat them as messages from God.
I used to keep a dream journal. I'd wake up in the middle of the night and frantically write down every detail, convinced God was speaking to me. Then I'd spend hours trying to decode it, looking for spiritual meaning in every symbol.
I bought dream dictionaries. I attended dream interpretation workshops. I'd share my dreams with 'prophetic friends' who would tell me what they meant. If I dreamed about water, it meant the Holy Spirit. If I dreamed about a snake, it was spiritual warfare. If I dreamed about a house, it represented my life or ministry.
I became obsessed. Every dream felt significant. Every symbol felt like a message. And if I couldn't figure out what God was saying through a dream, I felt spiritually dull, like I was missing something important.
But here's the truth I eventually faced: most of the time, I was just processing stress. Or my subconscious was working through something I'd been thinking about. Or I'd eaten too much before bed. That's it. There was no hidden message from God. There was just... a dream.
And when I finally stopped treating every dream as a prophetic revelation, I felt this incredible relief. I could sleep without feeling like I was missing divine communication.
And there's an entire industry built around interpreting dreams.
You can buy:
· Dream dictionaries
· Online courses
· Prophetic dream sessions
· Books on biblical dream symbols
The teaching goes like this:
· If you dream about water, it means the Holy Spirit
· If you dream about a house, it means your life or ministry
· If you dream about a snake, it means the enemy
But here's the problem: dream interpretation in Scripture was never formulaic.
When God did speak through dreams in the Bible, He either:
· Made the meaning clear in the dream itself (like Joseph's dreams in Genesis 37 or Pharaoh's dream or Nebuchadnezzar's dream)
· Provided someone with the supernatural ability to interpret it (like Joseph or Daniel)
There were no dream dictionaries. No formulas. No "water means the Holy Spirit" or "snakes mean the enemy."
And most importantly, dreams were never elevated to the level of Scripture.
The focus on dreams in NAR teaching mirrors occult divination more than biblical Christianity. It shifts our attention away from the clear, objective truth of Scripture to subjective experiences that require special interpretation.
And who provides that interpretation? The prophets. The seers. The ones with "the gift."
It creates dependence. And it distracts us from the Word.
Matthew 24:35 (NIV):
"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away."
God's Word endures forever. Dreams fade. Prophetic words fail. But Scripture stands.
That's where we build our lives. Not on shifting sand, but on the solid rock of God's unchanging Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z6zhxguwnc3e]The Witchcraft Connection: When Christian Language Hides Occult Practices
This requires careful examination: some NAR practices closely resemble occult practices, just wrapped in Christian language.
I know that sounds harsh. But hear me out.
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 (NIV):
"Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD."
God explicitly forbids:
· Divination (seeking hidden knowledge through supernatural means)
· Interpreting omens (reading signs and symbols to predict the future)
· Sorcery and witchcraft (manipulating spiritual forces through words and rituals)
Now consider these parallels:
Divination vs. Dream Interpretation:
· Occult practice: Using dream dictionaries to decode hidden messages
· NAR practice: Using dream dictionaries to decode "prophetic" messages from God
Both treat dreams as containing hidden knowledge that must be unlocked through special interpretation.
Interpreting Omens vs. Numerology:
· Occult practice: Looking for signs in numbers, patterns, repeated occurrences
· NAR practice: Seeing 11:11 on the clock, or repeated numbers as "God speaking"
Both assign spiritual meaning to random occurrences.
Casting Spells vs. Declarations and Decrees:
· Occult practice: Speaking words to make things happen in the spiritual realm
· NAR practice: "I decree breakthrough!" "I declare open heavens!" "I speak this into existence!"
Both operate on the belief that our words have power to manipulate spiritual reality.
I remember doing this. I would wake up and "decree" over my day. I would "declare" a breakthrough over my finances. I would "speak things into existence."
It felt spiritual. It felt powerful. It felt like faith.
But when I went back to Scripture, I realized: this isn't how God teaches us to pray.
Jesus taught us to pray, "Your will be done" (Matthew 6:10), not "My will be done."
We don't manipulate God through our declarations. We submit to Him through our prayers.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4653qkvfdquj]The Focus on Technique Rather Than Relationship
Here's the fundamental difference between biblical Christianity and occult practice:
Occult practice is about technique. Doing the right things, saying the right words, following the right formula to get results.
Biblical Christianity is about relationships. Knowing God, trusting Him, submitting to His will, and walking in obedience.
NAR teaching has shifted the focus from relationship to technique:
· Learn the right way to decree
· Activate your gifts properly
· Position yourself under the right covering
· Speak the right declarations
· Interpret your dreams correctly
It becomes about mastering the technique rather than knowing Jesus.
Hosea 6:6 (NIV):
"For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings."
God wants us to know Him, not to master spiritual techniques.
[bookmark: _heading=h.y4rashd5hvn]God Forbids These Practices for a Reason
God didn't forbid divination, omens, and witchcraft because they don't "work." He forbade them because:
1. They bypass their relationship with God. Instead of seeking Him through prayer and His Word, people seek information through supernatural shortcuts.
2. They create dependency on the technique rather than on God. Your confidence shifts from "God is sovereign" to "I said the right words."
3. They open the door to demonic deception. When you seek revelation outside of Scripture, you don't know what spiritual source you're tapping into.
Paul warned:
Colossians 2:8 (NIV):
"See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ."
When we add dream interpretation, numerology, and declarations to Scripture, we're operating according to "elemental spiritual forces," not according to Christ.
This grieves me to write, because I know many people practicing these things love Jesus. They're not trying to practice witchcraft. They think they're being spiritual. But the enemy doesn't care about our intentions. He cares about getting us off the foundation of Scripture and onto the shifting sand of subjective experience and technique.
[bookmark: _heading=h.y3ofd1anffvr]The Troubling Parallels: Decree and Declare and Ancient Occult Philosophy
After I realized the parallels with occult practice, I had to ask: where did this "decree and declare" teaching come from? Because it's not in Scripture. I searched. I looked for examples of believers commanding reality to shift, decreeing things into existence, declaring breakthroughs over their lives. And I couldn't find it.
So where did it originate?
What I discovered was striking: this language, while not directly quoting occult texts, operates on principles remarkably similar to an ancient occult philosophy called Hermeticism, a system that taught the mind could control matter. This philosophy was repackaged in the early 1900s into something called New Thought, which taught that focused mental energy and spoken words could create reality. New Thought then influenced the Word of Faith movement in the mid 20th century, which taught that faith is a force and words have creative power. And Word of Faith influenced modern NAR teaching, which tells believers to decree and declare breakthrough, destiny, and victory.
These practices, while developed within Christian circles, mirror the underlying assumptions of Hermeticism in ways that should deeply concern us. I had been practicing something that functioned according to the same principles as occultism, just with Christian vocabulary. Whether or not there's a direct historical inheritance, the philosophical parallels are too striking to ignore, and the theological danger is real.
[bookmark: _heading=h.m5tvfqt61gg2]Striking Philosophical Parallels with Ancient Occultism
When I started examining the principles behind "decree and declare" teaching, trying to understand what assumptions underlie these practices, I kept running into references to something called The Kybalion. I had never heard of it. So I looked it up.
The Kybalion is an occult text published in 1908 that claims to reveal ancient Hermetic wisdom. Hermeticism is an ancient occult belief system (meaning a hidden, secretive spiritual practice) that dates back to ancient Egypt and Greece. It's centered on the supposed teachings of Hermes Trismegistus, a mythical figure who was said to possess secret knowledge about how the universe works. The Kybalion outlines seven principles that supposedly govern all of reality, and these principles teach that the mind can control matter, that words have creative power, and that humans can manipulate spiritual laws to change their circumstances.
As I read through these seven principles, my stomach dropped. Because I noticed striking philosophical parallels, not in occult circles, but in what I'd been taught in the church. These principles operated on remarkably similar assumptions to the teachings I'd embraced. This wasn't about claiming direct historical borrowing, but about recognizing that the underlying mechanics were functionally the same.
	Hermetic Principle
	NAR/Word of Faith Teaching
	Biblical Truth

	1. Mentalism: "The All is Mind" - reality is mental
	"Speak it into existence"; "Your words create your reality"
	God's words create because He is God; our words have consequences, not creative power (Genesis 1:3)

	2. Correspondence: "As above, so below"
	"Bind it in heaven, loose it on earth"; spiritual declarations manifest physically
	Prayer is submission to God's will, not manipulation of spiritual laws (Matthew 6:10)

	3. Vibration: Everything vibrates at frequencies
	"Your words carry vibration"; "Speak at a higher frequency"
	Words have meaning and consequences, not vibrational frequencies (Proverbs 18:21)

	4. Polarity: Everything is dual; focus shifts reality
	"Only speak positive"; "Confess healing, not sickness"
	Biblical faith trusts God in real circumstances, not denial (Psalm 13:1-2)

	5. Rhythm: Everything flows in cycles
	"This is your season"; "You're entering breakthrough"
	God is sovereign over timing, not predictable cycles we manipulate (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

	6. Cause and Effect: Every cause has its effect
	"Sow a seed, reap a harvest"; giving as transaction
	Giving should be cheerful, not strategic manipulation (2 Corinthians 9:7)

	7. Gender: Masculine/feminine energies create
	"Birthing" spiritual realities through prayer
	Prayer is communication with God, not balancing energies (Matthew 6:9-13)


Let me show you two of these in detail so you can see the striking philosophical parallels between occult philosophy and certain Christian teachings.
1. The Principle of Mentalism: "The All is Mind"
The first Hermetic principle teaches that the universe is mental. That all of reality originates in the mind. That the physical world is a manifestation of thought. The Kybalion says, "The All is Mind; the Universe is Mental." This principle teaches that if you can control your thoughts and focus your mental energy, you can create your reality.
Now, this is strikingly similar to what I heard in Word of Faith and NAR teaching:
"Speak it into existence."
"What you think about, you bring about."
"Your words create your reality."
"If you can conceive it and believe it, you can achieve it."
I heard this constantly. I was taught that my thoughts had creative power. That if I could visualize something clearly enough and speak it with enough faith, it would manifest in the physical realm. I was told that God created the world by speaking, and that because we're made in His image, our words have the same creative power.
But here's the problem: God's words create because He is God. He spoke the universe into existence because He is the eternal, all powerful Creator. We are not. We are creatures. Our words do not have inherent creative power. Our words have consequences, yes. They can encourage or destroy, build up or tear down. But they do not create physical reality.
Genesis 1:3 (NIV):
"And God said, 'Let there be light,' and there was light."
God's word creates because He is God. Our words do not create because we are not God. That's the fundamental difference. And when we're taught that our words have creative power, we're being taught a Hermetic principle, not a biblical one.
3. The Principle of Vibration: "Nothing Rests; Everything Moves"
The third Hermetic principle teaches that everything in the universe is in constant motion, vibrating at different frequencies. The Kybalion says that thoughts, emotions, and even physical matter all vibrate, and that by raising your vibration, you can attract what you desire.
This is strikingly similar to the teaching about words having "frequency" that I encountered. I heard this all the time:
"Your words carry a vibration."
"Speak at a higher frequency."
"Negative words lower your vibration and block your breakthrough."
"Positive declarations raise your vibration and attract blessing."
I was taught that I needed to monitor my words constantly because they were vibrating at frequencies that would either attract or repel what I wanted. If I spoke negatively, I would attract negative outcomes. If I spoke positively, I would attract positive outcomes.
But the Bible never teaches that words have vibration or frequency. The Bible teaches that words have meaning and consequences. Words can be true or false, encouraging or destructive, wise or foolish. But they don't vibrate. They don't operate on frequencies. That's Hermetic philosophy, not biblical truth.
Proverbs 18:21 (NIV):
"The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit."
This verse is about the consequences of our words, not their vibrational frequency. Words can encourage someone toward life or discourage them toward despair. That's real power. But it's not the same as saying words vibrate and attract outcomes.
I need to pause here and say something. When I first discovered these parallels, I felt sick. I had been practicing these principles for years, thinking I was exercising biblical faith. I had decreed and declared. I had spoken things into existence. I had monitored my words to make sure I was vibrating at the right frequency. I had sown seeds expecting a harvest. I had declared new seasons over my life.
And all of it, all of it, functioned on the same principles as Hermetic occultism. It operated on assumptions indistinguishable from ancient esoteric philosophy, not on biblical truth.
I wasn't trying to practice occultism. I loved Jesus. I wanted to honor God. But I had been taught a system that, while developed within Christian circles, mirrored the fundamental operating principles of ancient esoteric philosophy rather than Scripture. And when I realized that, I grieved. Not just for myself, but for everyone still trapped in this teaching. Because I know they love Jesus too. They're not trying to practice occultism. They genuinely believe they're exercising biblical faith.
But we need to see the striking philosophical parallels between where this teaching leads us and the systems it so closely resembles. And we need to see what the Bible actually says about prayer, faith, and how God works.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mn8sz2d8zgrk]The Core Belief: Mind Over Matter
At the heart of Hermetic philosophy is the belief that reality is mental. That the physical world is shaped by focused thought. That if you align your mind with spiritual principles and speak with intention, you can change circumstances.
New Thought taught the same thing: mind power creates reality. Your thoughts and words shape your experience. Speak health, and you'll be healthy. Speak wealth, and you'll be wealthy. Speak success, and you'll succeed.
Word of Faith and NAR teach a Christianized version of this. Faith is a force that creates reality when you speak it. Your words have creative power. If you decree something in Jesus's name, it must come to pass.
All three systems teach the same core idea: words create reality.
Now, I know what you're thinking. "But doesn't the Bible say the tongue has power?"
Yes. It does.
Proverbs 18:21 (NIV):
"The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit."
But this verse is talking about the consequences of our words. Words can encourage or destroy. They can build up or tear down. They can speak the truth or spread lies. That's the power Solomon is describing. Not that our words create physical reality, but that they have real effects on people and relationships.
James says something similar:
James 3:5-6 (NIV):
"Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one's life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell."
James is warning about the destructive power of sinful speech. Gossip. Slander. Lies. Cursing. These things cause real harm. But he's not saying our words create reality. He's saying they have consequences.
There's a massive difference between "words have consequences" and "words create reality." The Bible teaches the first. Hermeticism, New Thought, and NAR teach the second.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mvehawctc7jr]'As Above, So Below' Becomes 'On Earth As In Heaven'
One of the core principles of Hermetic philosophy is the phrase "as above, so below." It means that the earthly realm mirrors the spiritual realm, and that through ritual, meditation, and declaration, a person can align the two and bring spiritual realities into physical manifestation.
In NAR teaching, this principle shows up in the way they use Jesus's words from the Lord's Prayer.
Matthew 6:10 (NIV):
"Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."
NAR teachers take this verse and say, "See? We're supposed to bring heaven to earth. We decree what's in heaven, and it manifests on earth. We declare God's will, and it happens."
But that's not what Jesus was teaching.
Jesus was teaching us to pray. To ask the Father to bring His kingdom. To petition God to accomplish His will on earth. This is a prayer of submission, not a decree of authority.
We ask God to bring His kingdom. We don't command it to appear.
We pray for His will to be done. We don't decree it into existence.
The entire Lord's Prayer is a model of petition, not declaration. And when we turn it into a formula for decreeing reality, we've twisted it into something Jesus never intended.
A moment to pause: If discovering the occult roots of these teachings feels disturbing, you're not alone. When I first realized what I'd been practicing, I felt sick. But friend, this isn't about shame. You loved Jesus. You wanted to honor God. You were sincere. The deception was subtle, sophisticated, and systemic. The people who taught you these things likely didn't know the origins either. Give yourself grace as you process this. God sees your heart. He always has.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w1o28uz2c3is]The Courts of Heaven: When Prayer Becomes Legal Procedure
For three years, I prayed for something. Faithfully. Persistently. With faith. But nothing changed.
Then someone introduced me to the Courts of Heaven teaching. Suddenly, I had an explanation: Satan had a 'legal right' to block my prayers. There was some hidden sin, some generational curse, some ancestral covenant that gave the enemy legal standing to prevent my breakthrough.
The solution? I needed to 'enter the heavenly courtroom,' present my case before God the Judge, silence the accuser's legal claims, repent for myself and my ancestors, and petition for a divine restraining order against demonic harassment.
It felt so biblical. It used Scripture. It talked about Jesus as our advocate. It emphasized repentance and the blood of Christ. And most importantly, it promised to explain why so many of my prayers seemed to go unanswered despite my faith and persistence.
For a while, I thought I'd discovered the missing key to breakthrough.
But as I studied it more carefully, I realized something unsettling. This teaching was turning prayer into a legal procedure. And in doing so, it was adding layers of complexity that Scripture never requires, and creating a system that, at its core, suggests the cross wasn't quite enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ppyndvaug0pk]The Core Teaching
The Courts of Heaven teaching represents a shift from "battlefield" spiritual warfare to "courtroom" spiritual warfare. Teachers like Robert Henderson began saying that Satan isn't primarily an attacker, he's an accuser who operates in heavenly courtrooms, bringing legal charges against believers.
The teaching claims that if your prayers aren't being answered, it's because Satan has a "legal right" to block them, usually through unconfessed sin, generational iniquity, or covenants your ancestors made. You're taught to "enter" the heavenly courtroom through visualization, identify the legal issue, repent, silence the accuser, access various "books of heaven" (the Book of Destiny, the Book of Remembrance), present your case, receive a verdict, and issue "divine restraining orders" against demonic harassment.
Some teachers have added even more layers. Francis Myles teaches about "Trading Floors" in heaven where your blessings may have been "traded away" and you need to reclaim them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.is9uswb09jpu]Why This Teaching Feels Compelling
When you've been praying for years with no answer, you want an explanation. Courts of Heaven teaching offers one: there's a legal issue blocking your breakthrough. It's not that God doesn't want to help, He legally can't until the issue is resolved. This feels empowering. It gives you something to do. And it uses biblical language about Jesus as our advocate, the blood of Christ, and repentance.
But when you step back and look at the whole system, it's not biblical prayer. It's a complex legal procedure requiring specialized knowledge, specific protocols, and an understanding of heavenly courtroom mechanics that Scripture never teaches.
[bookmark: _heading=h.87cxirni9he1]The Biblical Problems
1. It Diminishes the Finished Work of the Cross
The most serious problem is what this implies about the cross. Scripture is clear: Jesus's death and resurrection accomplished everything necessary for our salvation and access to God.
Colossians 2:13-15 (NIV):
"When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross."
God canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness. He took it away. He nailed it to the cross. The legal case against us has already been resolved. At the cross.
But Courts of Heaven teaching suggests we need to go back to court repeatedly to deal with ongoing legal issues. That's not what the cross accomplished. The cross didn't just make it possible for us to present our case. The cross settled the case. Permanently.
2. It Misunderstands Satan's Current Status
Courts of Heaven teaching is built on the idea that Satan currently has access to heaven where he accuses believers. But Scripture tells us Satan was cast out of heaven.
Revelation 12:10-11 (NIV):
"Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 'Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.'"
The accuser has been hurled down. Past tense. Satan doesn't have access to God's throne to bring legal charges anymore. He was cast out. His accusations have no legal standing because the blood of Jesus has already answered every charge.
3. It Creates Christian Gnosticism
The teaching is incredibly complex. There are different courts, different books, and specific protocols. This creates a two-tiered Christianity: those who know how to operate in the courts and those who don't. This is Gnosticism, the idea that salvation (or answered prayer) requires secret knowledge that only the initiated possess.
But Jesus didn't teach this. Prayer in the New Testament is simple, direct, and accessible to every believer.
4. It's Built on Extra-Biblical Revelation
Much of the detailed information about how the Courts of Heaven operate doesn't come from Scripture. It comes from personal visions and revelations. The specific courts, the books, the trading floors, the protocols, none of this is explicitly taught in Scripture. When we build entire prayer systems on extra-biblical revelation, we're adding to Scripture.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jomv4xb9vj0]What Scripture Actually Teaches
Here's the beautiful truth that the Courts of Heaven teaching obscures: Because of Jesus, we have direct, immediate, confident access to God. We don't need to navigate heavenly courtrooms. We have Jesus. And Jesus is enough.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV):
"Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."
We approach God's throne of grace, not His courtroom. We come with confidence, not with legal briefs. We receive mercy and grace, not verdicts and restraining orders.
Hebrews 10:19-22 (NIV):
"Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body... let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings."
We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place. Not because we've mastered courtroom procedure, but because of the blood of Jesus. The way is open. The access is granted. The legal case is settled.
When Satan does accuse us, we have an advocate:
1 John 2:1-2 (NIV):
"My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins."
Jesus is our advocate. Not us. We don't present our own case. Jesus presents it for us. And His case is airtight because He is the atoning sacrifice.
Romans 8:1 (NIV):
"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."
No condemnation. Not "no condemnation once you've properly addressed all legal issues." Just no condemnation. Period. Because we're in Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.st3jotedlps1]The Simplicity of Biblical Prayer
Prayer is not a legal procedure. It's a relationship. Yes, we confess our sins, but not to remove Satan's legal standing. We confess because sin damages our fellowship with God and we want to be restored to intimacy with Him.
Jesus taught us to pray simply:
Matthew 7:7-11 (NIV):
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you... If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!"
Ask. Seek. Knock. Trust that your Father hears you and will give you what you need. No courtrooms. No legal briefs. No complex protocols. Just a child talking to a Father who loves them.
The gospel is better than this. Jesus has done everything necessary. The legal case is closed. The access is granted. The way is open. You don't need to be a lawyer. You just need to be a child of God. And you already are.
Jesus taught us how to pray:
Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV):
"This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'"
Look at the language. "Give us." "Forgive us." "Lead us." "Deliver us."
These are all petitions. Requests. Not decrees.
We're not commanding God to do anything. We're asking Him. We're acknowledging our dependence on Him. We're submitting to His will.
Paul says the same thing:
Philippians 4:6 (NIV):
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."
Requests. Petitions. Not decrees.
We present our requests to God, and we trust Him to answer. We don't demand. We don't command. We don't decree.
And John gives us the confidence we need:
1 John 5:14 (NIV):
"This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us."
We ask according to His will. We don't decree our will.
That's the difference. And it's a massive difference.
[bookmark: _heading=h.le1soih7cgt8]Why This Matters
When I realized I'd been practicing repackaged occultism, I felt sick. I had been so sincere. I had loved Jesus. I had wanted to honor Him. But I had been using a method that didn't come from Scripture. It came from Hermeticism, filtered through New Thought, repackaged in Christian language.
And I felt compassion for everyone still trapped in this teaching. Because I know they love Jesus too. They're not trying to practice magic. They genuinely believe they're exercising faith.
But here's the problem: this teaching makes us the source of power instead of God.
It makes prayer a technique to manipulate reality instead of communion with our Father.
It shifts our confidence from God's sovereignty to the precision of our words.
And this is why it feels exhausting. Because it puts the burden on us. If the breakthrough doesn't come, it's because we didn't decree it correctly. If the healing doesn't happen, it's because our faith wavers. If the prophecy doesn't manifest, it's because we didn't speak it with enough authority.
The weight is crushing. And it's not the gospel.
[bookmark: _heading=h.14vh66lzgfw4]The Beauty of Biblical Prayer
Biblical prayer is simpler. And it's more beautiful.
We come to our Father. We ask. We trust. We rest in His sovereignty.
Jesus said:
Matthew 7:7-11 (NIV):
"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!"
Ask. Seek. Knock. And trust that your Father will give you what you need.
We don't need to master technique. We don't need to learn the right words or the right tone or the right level of authority. We need to know Jesus. And when we pray, we're not trying to force reality to bend to our words. We're aligning our hearts with the will of a good Father who loves us. That's the gospel, freedom, rest, and the simple beauty of trusting Him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.18dwwustdq0p]Why We Believed Them: When Some Prophecies Seemed to Come True
I need to address something many of us struggled with. Some of these prophets seemed to get things right sometimes.
Not everything they said was wrong. Some prophecies appeared to come true. Some words seemed to resonate. And that made us think: "See? They must be hearing from God."
I remember when a prophet gave a word that actually happened. It felt like confirmation. Like proof. Like validation that this was real, that God was speaking through these people.
But here's what Scripture warns us about (and I wish someone had shown me this years ago):
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 (NIV):
"If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, 'Let us follow other gods' (gods you have not known) 'and let us worship them,' you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul."
Did you catch that? Even if the sign or wonder takes place (even if the prophecy comes true), if the prophet is leading you away from God's Word, you must not listen.
Accuracy alone doesn't validate a prophet. The test is: Does this align with Scripture? Does this point to Christ? Does this lead to obedience to God's Word?
A broken clock is right twice a day. That doesn't make it a reliable timepiece.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4t576tl4w20]Even the Elect Can Be Deceived
Jesus Himself warned us about this:
Matthew 24:24 (NIV):
"For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect."
Even the elect (genuine believers) can be deceived.
I used to think I was too discerning to be fooled. I thought, "I know Scripture. I love Jesus. I would recognize deception if I saw it."
But that's exactly the kind of confidence that makes us vulnerable.
False prophets can perform signs. They can speak with passion and conviction. They can seem anointed. They can appear to love Jesus with all their hearts.
And many of them do. I truly believe many NAR leaders think they're serving God. They're sincere. They pray. They worship. They quote Scripture.
But sincerity doesn't equal truth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u765z332fu5k]The Heart Is Deceitful
Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV):
"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?"
Our hearts can deceive us. We can convince ourselves that our own thoughts, desires, and impressions are from God when they're really just from us.
I've done this. I've had thoughts pop into my head and assumed they were from God because they felt spiritual, or because they aligned with what I wanted, or because they came during worship.
But not every thought that pops into your head is from God. Not every feeling is the Holy Spirit. Not every impression is divine guidance.
This is why we test everything against Scripture. Because our hearts are deceitful, and we need an objective standard outside of ourselves.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fhonhcy735ez]Portals, Territorial Spirits, and Spiritual Mapping
I remember hearing people talk about "opening portals" and "closing portals" over cities. I watched intercessors walk property lines declaring territorial authority. I listened to teachings about spiritual mapping and binding principalities over regions. It all sounded so strategic, so important. But as I searched Scripture, I couldn't find any of it. Not the portals. Not the territorial mapping. Not the authority to bind demons over cities. It was an entire framework built on something Scripture never taught.
One of the stranger teachings in the NAR is the idea of "portals",spiritual gateways that can be opened or closed through prayer and declaration.
You'll hear phrases like:
· "We're opening a portal over this city."
· "There's a demonic portal that needs to be closed."
· "This region has a territorial spirit assigned to it."
This teaching is rooted in a practice called "spiritual mapping," which involves:
· Identifying demonic strongholds over cities or regions
· Researching the spiritual history of a location
· Engaging in strategic-level spiritual warfare to "take back" territory
But here's the problem: this isn't taught in Scripture.
Yes, the Bible mentions spiritual forces:
Ephesians 6:12 (NIV):
"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms."
But nowhere does Scripture teach us to:
· Map out demonic territories
· Open or close spiritual portals
· Engage in city-wide spiritual warfare
In fact, the New Testament teaches that Jesus has already defeated these powers:
Colossians 2:15 (NIV):
"And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."
The victory is already won. We don't need to fight for it; we stand in it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g5o1654cmk4]Moving the Goalposts on Failed Prophecies
When prophecies fail in the NAR, the response is rarely repentance.
Instead, the goalposts are moved.
Here are some common explanations:
"It happened in the spiritual realm."
This is the most common excuse. The prophecy didn't fail,it just happened in a realm we can't see.
But if a prophecy can't be verified, it's not a prophecy. It's speculation.
"It was conditional."
Suddenly, a prophecy that was declared with absolute certainty becomes conditional.
"God said it would happen,but only if we prayed enough, decreed enough, or believed enough."
But Deuteronomy 18:22 doesn't allow for conditional prophecies when testing a prophet:
"If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken."
"The timing was off."
"It's still going to happen,just not when we thought."
But if the timing was part of the prophecy, and the timing was wrong, the prophecy failed.
"You misunderstood."
"I never said that. You heard it wrong. You're taking it out of context."
This is gaslighting. And it's spiritual abuse.
The 2020 election prophecies are a perfect example.
Dozens of well-known prophets declared (with absolute certainty) that Donald Trump would win a second term.
When he didn't, the excuses came:
· "He did win,in the spiritual realm."
· "It's not over yet. God is going to overturn the results."
· "This is a test of our faith."
· "The prophecy was conditional,we didn't pray enough."
But none of those prophets said, "I was wrong. I spoke presumptuously. I'm sorry."
And that's the problem.
When prophets aren't held accountable, prophecy becomes meaningless.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ruoed61m018z]When Many People See the Same Thing,That's Still Not Confirmation
One of the biggest things that kept me believing was this: I used to think that if multiple people had the same dream, or if several prophets gave the same word, that confirmed it was from God.
"They can't all be wrong," I thought. "If the Holy Spirit is showing multiple people the same thing, it must be true."
If five people in my small group all dreamed about water, we'd think God was saying something about a "new wave" or "refreshing" or "cleansing." If multiple prophets all prophesied breakthroughs, we'd think, "See? God is confirming this!"
But here's what I didn't know: agreement doesn't equal truth.
Remember Jeremiah's day. Multiple prophets all prophesied the same message, and they were all wrong.
Hananiah, along with other false prophets, all agreed that Jerusalem would be fine, that the Babylonian captivity would be short, that prosperity was coming.
They all saw the same vision. They all agreed with each other. They all spoke with confidence and authority.
And they were all deceived.
Jeremiah 23:30-32 (NIV):
"'Therefore,' declares the LORD, 'I am against the prophets who steal from one another words supposedly from me. Yes,' declares the LORD, 'I am against the prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, "The LORD declares." Indeed, I am against those who prophesy false dreams,' declares the LORD. 'They tell them and lead my people astray with their reckless lies, yet I did not send them or appoint them.'"
The prophets were stealing words from one another. They were reinforcing each other's false messages. They were creating an echo chamber of deception.
One prophet would speak, and others would repeat it. They'd build on each other's words. They'd confirm each other's visions. And the people believed them: how could they all be wrong?
But they were. The same thing happens today.
When prophets are all:
· Following the same leaders
· Attending the same conferences
· Reading the same books
· Watching the same YouTube channels
· Using the same language and phrases
· Listening to the same teachings
They start "hearing" the same things.
But that's not the Holy Spirit speaking in unity. That's groupthink. That's confirmation bias. That's an echo chamber.
It's the same reason why all the major NAR prophets prophesied the same thing about the 2020 election. They were all drawing from the same well. They were all influenced by the same assumptions, the same political hopes, the same theological framework.
And they were all wrong.
Just because 50 prophets all say the same thing doesn't make it true.
Just because your small group all had similar dreams doesn't mean God is speaking.
Just because a teaching is popular and widespread doesn't mean it's biblical.
Just because everyone around you believes something doesn't mean you should.
This was hard for me to accept. I wanted to believe that if godly, sincere people all agreed on something, it must be true. I wanted the safety of consensus. I wanted the confirmation of the crowd.
But Jesus didn't follow the crowd. The prophets didn't follow the crowd. The apostles didn't follow the crowd.
They followed the Word of God,even when they stood alone.
The test is always: Does it align with Scripture?
Not: Do other people agree?
Not: Does it feel right?
Not: Do the numbers add up?
Not: Did multiple people see it?
Scripture alone is the standard.
Acts 17:11 (NIV):
"Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true."
Even Paul,an actual apostle,was tested against Scripture. And he praised those who tested him.
If Paul's teaching was subject to testing, how much more should modern prophetic words be tested?
How much more should dreams, numbers, and "words from the Lord" be tested?
I know this is hard. I know it feels safer to have others confirm what you're sensing. I know it feels more spiritual to see signs and patterns.
But God has given us something better than signs. Something more reliable than consensus. Something more trustworthy than our feelings or the agreement of others.
He's given us His Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nc50wj8upceq]Reflection Questions
· Have you ever practiced numerology or looked for spiritual meaning in numbers? How did it affect your relationship with God and Scripture?
· Have you ever believed something was true because multiple people confirmed it, only to later realize it wasn't biblical?
· What would it look like to seek God primarily through His Word rather than through signs, numbers, or prophetic confirmation?
· How can you discern between the Holy Spirit's leading and groupthink or confirmation bias in your community?
[bookmark: _heading=h.8eh5ua5040y6]The "Second Exodus" Myth
One of the most popular teachings in the NAR is the idea of a "Second Exodus": a coming move of God that will mirror the Exodus from Egypt.
The teaching goes like this:
· God is going to release a massive wealth transfer (like the Israelites plundering Egypt)
· Believers are going to fund the end-times harvest with this wealth
· There will be signs, wonders, and miracles like in the days of Moses
It sounds exciting. It sounds biblical.
But it's not.
The Exodus was a unique, unrepeatable event in redemptive history. It pointed forward to Jesus, the true Passover Lamb who delivers us from slavery to sin.
1 Corinthians 5:7 (NIV):
"For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed."
The Exodus has already been fulfilled in Christ.
We're not waiting for a second Exodus. We're living in the new covenant.
Hebrews 8:13 (NIV):
"By calling this covenant 'new,' he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear."
The old covenant,with its signs, wonders, and physical deliverance,has been replaced by something better: the finished work of Christ.
But let me show you what Scripture actually says about a "Second Exodus."
I used to get so excited about these teachings. The idea of a massive wealth transfer, signs and wonders like Moses, a great end-times harvest,it felt like we were part of something huge. Something historic. Something that would change the world.
I understand the appeal. I really do.
But when I went back to Scripture and actually looked at what it says, I realized we'd been taught something that wasn't there.
[bookmark: _heading=h.upkkkylog9b8]The Biblical Second Exodus: Already Fulfilled
Scripture does speak about a "second" act of deliverance. But it's not what the NAR teaches.
Isaiah 11:11 (NIV):
"In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his people."
This prophecy was about God bringing Israel back from exile in Babylon. And it was fulfilled when the exiles returned under Ezra and Nehemiah.
It wasn't about a future wealth transfer. It wasn't about America. It was about a specific historical event, and it already happened.
Jeremiah 23:7-8 (NIV):
"'The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when people will no longer say, "As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt," but they will say, "As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north..."'"
Jeremiah prophesied that God's deliverance from Babylonian captivity would be so significant that it would overshadow even the Exodus. And it did, historically.
But here's the key: the ultimate fulfillment of the Exodus pattern is Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 3:1-6 (NIV):
"Therefore, holy brothers and sisters...fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest...Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house...But Christ is faithful as the Son over God's house."
Jesus is the greater Moses. He is the true deliverer.
Colossians 1:13 (NIV):
"For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves."
This is the real Second Exodus: salvation through Christ. Deliverance from sin and death. Transfer from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light.
We're not waiting for it. It's already happened.
When I finally understood this, it was both sobering and freeing. Sobering because I realized how much time and energy I'd spent chasing something that wasn't biblical. Freeing because I realized the deliverance I'd been longing for had already been accomplished in Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ff30j28bt43z]The NAR's Counterfeit Exodus: Created to Elevate Prophets
Instead of pointing to Christ, NAR teachers have created a counterfeit version that points to themselves.
Their version claims:
· God is doing a new national-level deliverance (usually focused on America)
· The church must "come out of Egypt" (meaning secular culture, systems, politics)
· Prophets function like modern-day Moses, hearing from God on behalf of the people
· Believers must "align" with these prophets to participate in the blessing
· The "promised land" involves cultural dominion, wealth transfer, and political influence
Do you see what this does? It creates:
· Urgency ("You need to get in on this now!")
· Fear ("Don't miss your exodus!")
· Hierarchy (Prophets as Moses-figures who mediate God's will)
· Dependency (You need these prophets to participate in what God is doing)
I remember feeling that urgency. I remember thinking, "I can't miss this. I need to stay connected to the right prophets. I need to position myself for the wealth transfer."
But Scripture says we don't need human mediators. We have Jesus.
1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV):
"For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus."
[bookmark: _heading=h.eltdnl42jrk]What Christ Actually Values: The Seven Churches of Revelation
Before we move forward, I want to show you something that changed how I understood what Christ values in His church.
In Revelation 2-3, Jesus addresses seven real churches in Asia Minor. These weren't hypothetical examples. They were actual congregations with real struggles, real victories, and real failures. And Jesus had something specific to say to each one.
Let me walk you through them briefly:
Ephesus had sound doctrine and worked hard, but they had abandoned their first love. They were theologically correct but spiritually cold.
Smyrna was poor and persecuted, facing imprisonment and death. But Jesus had no criticism for them, only encouragement to remain faithful.
Pergamum lived in a hostile environment ("where Satan has his throne") but compromised by tolerating false teaching.
Thyatira had love and service and perseverance, but they tolerated a false prophetess who led people into sexual immorality and idolatry.
Sardis had a reputation for being alive, but Jesus said they were dead. Their works were incomplete.
Laodicea was wealthy, self-sufficient, and lukewarm. They thought they needed nothing, but Jesus said they were "wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked."
Six churches. Six different struggles. Some had sound doctrine but cold hearts. Some had zeal but tolerated error. Some looked alive but were spiritually dead.
And then there's Philadelphia.
[bookmark: _heading=h.l24hj22x1uf8]The Church Christ Commends: Philadelphia
Philadelphia is the only church, besides persecuted Smyrna, that receives no criticism from Jesus. None.
Here's what He says to them:
Revelation 3:8 (NIV):
"I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name."
"I know that you have little strength."
"I know that you have little strength."
This church wasn't influential. They weren't taking over the seven mountains of culture. They weren't known for breakthrough, revival, or prophetic insight. They had "little strength."
But here's what they did have:
1. They kept Christ's word.
They didn't add to it. They didn't twist it. They didn't need fresh revelation to supplement it. They simply kept it.
2. They didn't deny His name.
When pressure came, when it would have been easier to compromise, when denying Christ might have brought relief, they refused. They held fast to who Jesus is.
3. They endured patiently.
Revelation 3:10 (NIV):
"Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth."
They endured. Not conquered. Not dominated. Not transformed culture. They endured.
This is the church Jesus commends.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9i1y86dyxr7g]The Contrast: What NAR Values vs. What Christ Values
For years, I was taught that the church's mission was to:
· Influence the seven mountains
· Demonstrate power and authority
· Experience breakthrough
· Establish God's kingdom on earth
· Operate in signs and wonders
· Build large, influential ministries
But look at what Jesus commends in Philadelphia:
· Little strength (not great influence)
· Keeping His word (not receiving new revelation)
· Not denying His name (not building a reputation)
· Enduring patiently (not experiencing breakthrough)
The contrast is striking:
NAR theology values:
· Power
· Influence
· Growth
· Breakthrough
· Dominion
· Visibility
Jesus values:
· Faithfulness
· Endurance
· Obedience to His Word
· Loyalty to His name
· Patient perseverance
One vision says, "Be great." The other says, "Be faithful."
One vision says, "Take dominion." The other says, "Endure patiently."
One vision says, "You need more, more power, more anointing, more breakthrough." The other says, "You have little strength, and that's okay. Just keep My word."
[bookmark: _heading=h.l3o76a8zaofb]Small. Weak. Faithful.
I spent years chasing influence. I wanted to be part of something big, something powerful, something that would "shift the atmosphere" and "transform culture."
But Jesus commends a church with little strength.
That changed everything for me.
It meant I didn't have to be influential to be faithful. I didn't have to be powerful to please Christ. I didn't have to experience a breakthrough to be obedient.
I just had to:
· Keep His word
· Not deny His name
· Endure patiently
That's it. That's the call.
And here's what Jesus promises to those who do:
Revelation 3:10 (NIV):
"Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth."
He will keep us. Not because we're strong. Not because we've taken dominion. But because we've been faithful.
Revelation 3:13 (NIV):
"Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches."
This is what the Spirit is saying: Be like Philadelphia.
Small. Weak. Faithful.
Keep Christ's word. Don't deny His name. Endure patiently.
That's the vision. That's the call. And it's more than enough.
Not prophets. Not apostles. Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.dcf3q3648yob]Misusing Amos 3:7 as a Prophetic Trump Card
One verse you'll hear constantly from NAR prophets is:
Amos 3:7 (NIV):
"Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets."
They use this verse to claim:
· God must reveal modern events through them
· Rejecting their prophecy is rejecting God's revelation
· Prophets today carry the same authority as Old Testament prophets
I heard this verse quoted so many times. And every time, it was used to shut down questions. "God reveals His plans to the prophets. If you're not listening to them, you're missing what God is doing."
**If you've been with me through this examination of dreams, numbers, and 'fresh words,' you might be feeling exhausted. Or maybe relieved, like puzzle pieces are finally clicking into place. Either way, I want to pause here. You've done hard work. You've allowed yourself to question things that once felt sacred. That takes courage.
And now, I want to offer you something better than a diagnosis. I want to offer you hope.
This journey through extra-biblical revelation hasn't been about tearing down. It's been about clearing away the clutter so you can see Jesus more clearly. Every false teaching we've examined was just a distraction from the simple, profound truth: God loves you. He sees you. And He has already spoken everything you need to hear through His Word and His Son.
Take a deep breath. You're not alone in this. And healing is coming.**
But here's the context: Amos 3:7 is about God warning Israel of coming judgment. It's not a promise that God will reveal all His plans to modern prophets. And it's not a blank check for endless prophetic speculation.
The verse is about God's faithfulness to warn His people before discipline,not about giving modern prophets insider information about elections, stock markets, or global events.
And here's what the New Testament says:
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV):
"In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son."
God's final revelation is in Christ,not in modern dream-interpreters, not in apostolic networks, not in prophetic conferences.
The Second Exodus has already happened. Jesus has already delivered us. The covenant has already been fulfilled.
We're not waiting for more. We're living in the "already" of Christ's finished work,while we wait for the "not yet" of His return.
And that's enough. Jesus is enough.
**When I first discovered this truth, it was like taking a deep, healing breath after years of spiritual suffocation. No more waiting. No more straining. No more believing I needed some special prophetic activation or miraculous intervention. Christ had already done everything—perfectly, completely, once for all. In that moment, I realized my desperate searching for breakthrough, for deliverance, for some hidden spiritual strategy was unnecessary. Jesus had already won, and His victory was my true rest, my true freedom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.eqlefdmvn04z]Summary: The Danger of Adding to Scripture
God has spoken fully and finally in Jesus (Hebrews 1:1-2). We don't need additional revelation beyond what He's already given in His Word. We need to obey what's already been revealed.
We've spent a lot of time looking at error, deception, and harm. That was necessary. You can't heal what you don't acknowledge, and you can't find your way out if you don't understand how you got lost. But now, we turn toward healing. This is the part I've been waiting to share with you. This is where the hard work of examination gives way to the gentle work of restoration. Are you ready? Let's walk into freedom together.
[bookmark: _heading=h.muhq22jt2btf]Reflection Questions
· Have you ever been taught to look for hidden messages in numbers, dreams, or signs? How did that affect your relationship with Scripture?
· Have you experienced the pressure to interpret every dream as a message from God? What was that like?
· How does it feel to know that Scripture is sufficient,that you don't need extra-biblical revelation to hear from God?
· Have you seen the goalposts moved when prophecies failed? How did that impact your trust?
· What does it mean to you that God has spoken fully and finally in Jesus?
[bookmark: _heading=h.7rk5g64o9wl]A Moment of Grace: From Diagnosis to Healing
If you've made it this far, I want you to know something important: what you're doing right now is brave. You're not falling apart; you're breaking free. This journey isn't about shame, it's about healing. Every critique we've examined, every deception we've exposed, has been leading us here, to this turning point. Because the goal was never just to help you leave something false behind. The goal is to help you return to something true. Something solid. Something that will never fail you.
The gospel.
Your journey matters. Your healing matters. God sees the genuine desire that led you into these spaces in the first place. He understands the confusion, the disappointment, the spiritual exhaustion. And He is not distant. He is not angry with you. He is near, gentle, and faithful, already at work, rebuilding what was broken.
If you're feeling heavy, angry, or grieved right now, those are appropriate responses. You've faced the diagnosis. You've seen the patterns. Now comes a different part of the journey: rebuilding, healing, and rediscovering the simplicity and sufficiency of Jesus.
So take a deep breath. You are loved. You are seen. You are not alone. And the God who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it, not through prophetic words or spiritual breakthroughs, but through His Word, His Spirit, and His unchanging grace.
Let's walk this path together.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mosp1wdqqzog]PART IV: RECOVERY AND RESTORATION
[bookmark: _heading=h.t31owhfij131]The Path to Recovery: Returning to Truth
[bookmark: _heading=h.pjth6u83t825]Leaving Is Hard, And That's Okay
Leaving a spiritual community, especially one that felt like family, is one of the hardest things you'll ever do.
You may be grieving:
· Relationships that feel lost
· A sense of purpose that felt clear
· Experiences that felt powerful
· A community that felt like home
That grief is real. And it's okay to feel it. The loss is significant, relationships, purpose, experiences, and community all feel uncertain. For a time, you may feel unmoored, like you've lost not just a church but your entire spiritual identity. If you're feeling this right now, know that this grief is not a sign of weakness. It's a sign that you loved deeply, invested sincerely, and hoped genuinely. And God honors that.
Psalm 147:3 (NIV):
[bookmark: _heading=h.17vemdl2nxgb]God Shows No Favoritism: You Have Direct Access
One of the most damaging things NAR teaching did to me was make me feel like a second-class Christian.
I believed that prophets and apostles had a special connection to God that I didn't have. They could hear His voice more clearly. They had access to revelation I couldn't receive on my own. They operated on a spiritual level I could never reach without their help.
So I became dependent on them. I waited for prophetic words. I paid for personal prophecies. I attended conferences hoping someone would give me a word from God. I felt spiritually inferior, like I was missing something essential that these anointed leaders possessed.
I didn't realize it at the time, but this teaching had created exactly what the New Covenant was supposed to abolish: a priestly class that mediated between God and His people.
And it contradicts something fundamental about who God is.
Acts 10:34-35 (NIV):
"Then Peter began to speak: 'I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.'"
God does not show favoritism.
He doesn't have an elite class of believers who get special access while the rest of us wait for crumbs. He doesn't speak more clearly to celebrity prophets than He does to ordinary believers. He doesn't reserve His best communication for those with titles or platforms or anointing.
Romans 2:11 (NIV):
"For God does not show favoritism."
This is stated plainly, without qualification. God treats all His children the same. He doesn't have favorites. He doesn't have a VIP section in His kingdom where the apostles and prophets get better seats.
And if God doesn't show favoritism, then we shouldn't either.
James 2:1-4 (NIV):
"My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, 'Here's a good seat for you,' but say to the poor man, 'You stand there' or 'Sit on the floor by my feet,' have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?"
James is addressing favoritism based on wealth, but the principle applies to spiritual status too. When we treat prophets and apostles as if they have better access to God, when we elevate their words above Scripture, when we create a system where some believers are spiritually superior to others, we're showing favoritism.
And God condemns it.
Here's what the New Covenant actually promises:
Ephesians 2:18 (NIV):
"For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit."
We both. Not just apostles. Not just prophets. Not just the spiritually elite.
All of us. Every single believer has the same access to the Father through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.
There is no hierarchy of access. There is no special class of Christians who can hear God better. There is no mediator between you and God except Jesus Christ Himself.
1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV):
"For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus."
One mediator. Not apostles. Not prophets. Not spiritual fathers or mothers. Not anyone with a title or a platform or an anointing.
Jesus alone.
This is the beauty of the New Covenant. This is what Jesus died to give us.
1 Peter 2:9 (NIV):
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."
You are a royal priesthood. Not them. Not the elite. You.
Every believer is a priest. Every believer has direct access to God. Every believer can approach the throne of grace with confidence.
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV):
"Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."
Let us approach. Not let the prophets approach on our behalf. Not let the apostles go in and bring back a word for us.
Let us approach. With confidence.
You don't need permission. You don't need a prophetic word to unlock access. You don't need someone with a title to mediate for you.
You have Jesus. And that means you have everything.
NAR teaching recreates the very system the New Covenant abolished.
In the Old Covenant, there was a priestly class. The priests went into the temple. The high priest entered the Most Holy Place once a year. The people waited outside. They needed mediators to approach God on their behalf.
But when Jesus died, something happened:
Matthew 27:51 (NIV):
"At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom."
The barrier was removed. The separation ended. The need for human mediators was abolished.
Now every believer can approach God directly. Every believer has the Holy Spirit. Every believer is a priest.
But NAR teaching puts the curtain back up.
It says you need apostles and prophets to hear from God clearly. It says you need their anointing, their impartation, their covering. It says you're spiritually vulnerable without them. It says God speaks to them in ways He doesn't speak to you.
That's not the New Covenant. That's a return to the old system that Jesus died to end.
And here's what makes it even clearer: the Holy Spirit lives in every believer.
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIV):
"Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in your midst?"
God's Spirit dwells in you. Not just in prophets. Not just in apostles. In you.
1 John 2:27 (NIV):
"As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit, just as it has taught you, remain in him."
You have an anointing. You don't need someone to give it to you. You already have it.
And that anointing teaches you. You don't need to be dependent on human teachers who claim special revelation. The Holy Spirit Himself is your teacher.
John 14:26 (NIV):
"But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you."
The Holy Spirit teaches you. He reminds you of Jesus's words. He leads you into the truth.
You don't need a prophet to do what the Holy Spirit already does.
This truth is liberating: God doesn't speak more clearly to celebrity prophets. He speaks clearly to all His children through His Word, His Spirit, and direct access through Jesus Christ. You're not spiritually deficient. You're not missing some special gift. You're not a second-class Christian who needs elite believers to hear from God on your behalf. You have everything you need: the Holy Spirit, Scripture, and direct access to the Father through Jesus Christ.
"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."
God sees your pain. He's not angry with you. He's not disappointed. He's not shaking His head at you.
He's reaching for you.
And healing doesn't happen overnight. It happens step by step, one day at a time, as you learn to rest in the truth of who God says you are.
Here's something I need you to hear: You are not loved because of your calling. You are not loved because of your anointing. You are not loved because of the prophetic words spoken over you or the spiritual weight you carry or your destiny.
You are loved because God chose to love you.
Ephesians 1:4-5 (NIV):
"For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will."
Before you ever heard a prophetic word, God loved you.
Before you ever felt anointed, God loved you.
Before you ever stepped into a calling, God loved you.
"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."
God sees your pain. He's not angry with you. He's not disappointed. He's not shaking His head at you.
He's reaching for you.
And healing doesn't happen overnight. It happens step by step, one day at a time, as you learn to rest in the truth of who God says you are.
Here's something I need you to hear: You are not loved because of your calling. You are not loved because of your anointing. You are not loved because of the prophetic words spoken over you or the spiritual weight you carry or your destiny.
You are loved because God chose to love you.
Ephesians 1:4-5 (NIV):
"For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will."
Before you ever heard a prophetic word, God loved you.
Before you ever felt anointed, God loved you.
Before you ever stepped into a calling, God loved you.
And He still does.
Understanding your secure identity in Christ is foundational. But how do you practically rebuild your spiritual life? Where do you start? The answer is simpler than you might think. Return to the solid ground of Scripture, where your true identity is revealed and affirmed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.id2bff5gdd5n]Rebuilding Your Life on the Foundation of Scripture
Recovery isn't just about leaving something behind. It's about rebuilding on something solid.
Psalm 119:105 (NIV):
"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path."
Scripture is that solid foundation.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kg7ipclzc3bu]Why Scripture?
Because Scripture is:
· Inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16)
· Sufficient for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3)
· Unchanging (Isaiah 40:8)
· The standard for testing all teaching (Acts 17:11)
When everything else feels uncertain, Scripture remains steady.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ok133527yf2p]Practical Steps for Rebuilding
Here are some practical ways to rebuild your life on Scripture:
1. Read the Bible daily.
Consistent exposure to Scripture rebuilds discernment.
2. Study Scripture in context.
Read whole chapters and books. Let Scripture interpret Scripture.
3. Memorize key passages.
God's Word anchors you when emotions overwhelm.
4. Meditate on what you read.
Give passages time to sink in. Ask God to teach you.
5. Apply what you learn.
Scripture transforms, not just informs. Let it shape how you live.
Matthew 7:24-25 (NIV):
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock."
Build on the rock. Build on Jesus. Build on His Word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.etiah7e7uay7]The Role of the Holy Spirit
One of the fears many people have after leaving the NAR is: "Have I grieved the Holy Spirit?"
Let me be clear: no, you haven't.
[bookmark: _heading=h.axf6yqeerjqz]The Holy Spirit Guides Into Truth
John 14:26 (NIV):
"But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you."
The Holy Spirit's role is to guide you into truth,not into deception.
If you've left a movement that elevated experience over Scripture, you haven't grieved the Spirit. You've honored Him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sncip3sa6cuv]The Holy Spirit Never Contradicts Scripture
1 Corinthians 2:12 (NIV):
"What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us."
The Holy Spirit will never lead you into teaching that contradicts the Word of God.
If a "word" contradicts Scripture, it's not from the Spirit.
If a teaching elevates human authority over biblical truth, it's not from the Spirit.
The Spirit and the Word always agree.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jtlzgrmirocx]Healing from Spiritual Wounds
The Holy Spirit is also your Comforter.
2 Thessalonians 3:3 (NIV):
"But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one."
He's not angry with you. He's not disappointed. He's not distant.
He's near. He's gentle. He's healing you.
Hebrews 6:19 (NIV):
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure."
The Holy Spirit is anchoring you, not in prophecy, not in experience, but in Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g33ndrqjifmh]The Holy Spirit Is Your Protector
As you move forward, the Holy Spirit will:
· Convict you of truth
· Comfort you in grief
· Guide you in wisdom
· Protect you from deception
You don't need a prophet to hear from God. You have the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kq61l9mzvfef]How God Actually Speaks: Rebuilding Healthy Spiritual Discernment
After years of dependence on prophetic words, many who leave NAR wonder how to hear from God. The answer: God speaks to His people, but not primarily through modern prophets. He guides, directs, and confirms through means He's always used.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lj286jpstnjy]The Middle Ground Between Two Extremes
As I began to rebuild my understanding of how God speaks, I discovered that there are two extremes many Christians fall into, and both miss the biblical reality.
On one side is cessationism, the belief that the foundational, authoritative, and miraculous gifts like apostleship and prophecy have ceased after the completion of Scripture. Cessationists affirm that God still actively guides believers today through His Word, the Holy Spirit's illumination of Scripture, providence, circumstances, and wise counsel. They believe God is intimately involved in the lives of His people, speaking through Scripture, answering prayer, and directing through His Spirit, but not through the same revelatory gifts that established the foundation of the church.
On the other side is constant prophetic expectation, the belief that God is perpetually speaking through prophets, apostles, and people with special "gifting," that divine guidance comes primarily through prophetic words and supernatural confirmations, and that believers should constantly seek the next "word from the Lord."
I lived in that second extreme for years. And it was exhausting.
But the truth is more balanced, and more beautiful, than either extreme.
To help you see the difference clearly, I want to show you a side-by-side comparison. Many people assume that rejecting NAR means rejecting the charismatic gifts altogether. But that's not true. There's a biblical middle ground, a way to honor the Holy Spirit's work without falling into NAR error. Here's what that looks like:
[bookmark: _heading=h.qp9g2q9742pt]Biblical Charismatic Christianity vs. NAR Theology: A Side by Side Comparison
Before we go further, I want to give you something that helped me see the distinction clearly. Because here's the truth: charismatic Christianity is not the problem. The problem is when biblical practices get twisted into something unrecognizable.
This chart shows the difference:
Rejecting NAR doesn't mean rejecting charismatic gifts. A biblical middle ground exists, honoring the Holy Spirit's work without NAR error:
	Category
	Biblical Charismatic Christianity
	New Apostolic Reformation (NAR)

	Authority
	Scripture alone is final authority. No revelation ever outranks the Bible.
	Modern apostles and prophets often function as a secondary authority. Prophetic words can override Scripture in practice.

	Apostles & Prophets
	No governing apostles after the Twelve. Prophets exist but submit to Scripture and the local church.
	Self-appointed apostles and prophets claim governmental authority and "alignment" power over churches and nations.

	Prophecy
	Prophecy is tested, weighed, and held loosely.
	Prophecy is treated as binding, directional, and not to be questioned ("touch not the Lord's anointed").

	Spiritual Gifts
	Gifts operate for edification, order, and service, not spectacle.
	Gifts become a sign of spiritual rank, showmanship, and "elite anointing."

	Revelation
	God may speak to hearts, but never with new doctrine. All impressions submit to Scripture.
	"Downloads," "blueprints," "new revelation," and "fresh words" treated as ongoing doctrinal input.

	Leadership
	Local pastors and elders; shared leadership; biblical accountability.
	Hierarchical apostolic networks, spiritual "coverings," and celebrity prophets.

	Miracles & Healing
	God heals as He chooses; the goal is mercy, not marketing.
	Healing becomes part of branding, events, and prophetic performance.

	The Great Commission
	Make disciples, preach Christ, love people, teach Scripture.
	Seven Mountain Mandate: conquer business, media, government, and culture for dominion.

	Discernment
	Commanded. Prophets judged by Scripture and fruit. (1 John 4:1)
	Discernment discouraged; questioning is portrayed as rebellion or lack of faith.

	Church Culture
	Humble, orderly, biblical, servant-hearted.
	Celebrity-driven, authoritarian, performance-centered.

	Focus
	Christ-centered. Cross-centered. Gospel-centered.
	Experience-centered. Power-centered. Personality-centered.


This chart makes one thing unmistakably clear:
Charismatic Christianity is not the problem.
NAR theology is the distortion.
If you've been in charismatic circles and you're feeling confused or defensive right now, please hear me: I'm not asking you to reject the gifts of the Spirit. I'm not asking you to become a cessationist. I'm asking you to test everything against Scripture and recognize when biblical practices have been twisted into something God never intended.
There's a biblical middle ground. And it's beautiful.
[bookmark: _heading=h.48run0hnpcf9]God Promises to Guide His People
Before we talk about how God speaks, we need to establish that He promises to speak and guide His people. This isn't a marginal theme in Scripture. It's central to the Christian life.
Romans 8:14 (NIV):
"For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God."
The assumption is clear: believers are led. Guidance isn't optional or exceptional. It's characteristic of being God's child. The Holy Spirit actively directs believers.
Psalm 32:8 (NIV):
"I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you."
God doesn't hide His will like an Easter egg hunt. He actively instructs, teaches, and counsels His people. He watches over us with loving intention.
These aren't fringe promises whispered in private prophecies. They're public declarations of God's character and commitment to His people.
God guides. The question is: how?
[bookmark: _heading=h.9nookkcuyr1q]The Primary Ways God Speaks
When I started rebuilding my understanding of how God speaks, I had to go back to Scripture and ask: What are the normal, primary ways God guides His people?
Here's what I found.
[bookmark: _heading=h.c1zaj33lonq3]1. Through Scripture
This is the foundation. Everything else must be tested against this.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV):
"All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
The word "thoroughly equipped" changed everything for me. Not partially equipped. Not lacking. Thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Scripture provides complete spiritual provision for living the Christian life.
2 Peter 1:3 (NIV):
"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."
Everything we need. God has not held back critical information, requiring us to wait for contemporary prophecies to live godly lives. He has given us what we need through His revealed Word.
And here's what I discovered: when I read Scripture prayerfully, the Holy Spirit illuminates it to speak directly to my circumstances. This isn't magical. It's the normal operation of God's Word combined with God's Spirit.
I remember reading Philippians 4:6-7 during a season of deep anxiety, and it was as if God was speaking directly to me: "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."
I didn't need a prophet to tell me what to do. God had already spoken.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ofrflr4lhoxu]2. Through Prayer
Prayer is direct access to God. In prayer, we present our requests, concerns, and decisions to God, and He responds.
James 1:5 (NIV):
"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you."
God offers wisdom freely to those who ask. This wisdom is the ability to apply biblical truth to specific circumstances.
I used to think I needed a prophetic word to know what to do. But God invites me to simply ask Him for wisdom, and He promises to give it.
The response isn't always a voice or a vision. Often, it's a settled sense of peace, a growing clarity, or a conviction that aligns with Scripture.
Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV):
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
The peace of God. That's often how He guides. A settled sense of direction and security.
[bookmark: _heading=h.b1snmmky82u]3. Through Wise Counsel
God speaks through the wisdom of mature believers.
Proverbs 11:14 (NIV):
"For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many advisers."
When seeking guidance, we should consult with people who know Scripture, know us personally, and can offer biblical wisdom. This isn't prophetic revelation. It's the normal Christian practice of seeking counsel from wise counselors.
I remember struggling with a major decision and feeling paralyzed, waiting for a "word from the Lord." A friend gently reminded me: "Have you talked to your pastor? Have you asked people who know you and love you what they think?"
It seemed so simple. But it was exactly what I needed.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV):
"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing."
The church community functions as a mutual support system where believers help one another discern God's will through encouragement, correction, and biblical wisdom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kz4crgwejhpz]4. Through Circumstances
God sovereignly arranges circumstances to guide His people.
Sometimes a door closes. Sometimes an opportunity opens. Sometimes circumstances align in ways that make God's direction clear.
Proverbs 16:9 (NIV):
"In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps."
God is sovereign over our circumstances. He can open doors no one can shut and close doors no one can open (Revelation 3:7-8).
This doesn't mean every circumstance is a "sign." But it does mean that God is actively involved in the details of our lives, guiding us through the situations He allows or orchestrates.
[bookmark: _heading=h.a5bnnbklp63]5. Through the Holy Spirit's Conviction
The Holy Spirit lives in every believer, guiding us into truth and convicting us of sin.
John 16:13 (NIV):
"But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth."
The Spirit guides us, not through constant prophetic words, but through internal conviction, growing understanding of Scripture, and a deepening relationship with Christ.
Romans 8:16 (NIV):
"The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children."
The Spirit speaks to our spirit, not audibly, but through an internal witness that aligns with Scripture and produces peace.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnc49dtlx2l9]But What About When God Speaks Through People?
I know what you might be thinking: "But doesn't God sometimes speak through other people? What about the examples in the New Testament?"
Yes. God can and does speak through people. But when He does, it looks very different from what we see in NAR circles.
Let me give you an example:
Ananias and Paul (Acts 9:10-19):
When God wanted to send Ananias to Paul, He spoke to Ananias in a vision. The message was specific, verifiable, and immediately confirmed. Ananias went to Paul, and everything happened exactly as God said it would.
This wasn't vague. It wasn't conditional. It wasn't open to interpretation. And it didn't create ongoing dependence on Ananias as a prophetic mediator.
When God speaks through people in Scripture, it's clear, specific, and testable. And it always points people to Christ and His Word, not to the messenger.
[bookmark: _heading=h.how0hiaw0dmd]Five Tests for Recognizing God's Voice
Five biblical tests determine whether something is from God:
1. Does it align with Scripture?
God will never contradict His written Word. If a "word" contradicts Scripture, it's not from God.
2. Does it produce biblical fruit?
Matthew 7:16 (NIV):
"By their fruit you will recognize them."
Does this lead to love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control? Or does it produce anxiety, confusion, fear, or division?
3. Does it point to Jesus?
John 16:14 (NIV):
"He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you."
The Holy Spirit always glorifies Jesus. If a message draws attention to the messenger, to a movement, or to anything other than Christ, it's suspect.
4. Is it specific and verifiable?
Biblical prophecy was testable. If someone claims to have a word from God, can it be verified? Or is it so vague that it can mean anything?
5. Does it create dependence on human mediators?
God's guidance should lead you to greater dependence on Him, not on prophets, apostles, or spiritual leaders. If you're being told you need someone else to hear from God for you, that's a red flag.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5hqp92407jvl]The Danger of Commercialized Prophecy
I need to briefly address something troubling: the monetization of prophecy.
In many NAR circles, prophetic words are linked to financial transactions. "Sow a seed and receive your prophetic word." "Partner with us and get access to exclusive prophetic content."
This isn't the Holy Spirit. This is commerce.
Acts 8:20 (NIV):
"Peter answered: 'May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!'"
The gifts of God are not for sale. When we put a price tag on "hearing from God," we've turned something sacred into a transaction.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z257yf12ev3m]The Mature Christian Position
God guides His people through multiple means, all of which must be tested by Scripture.
He speaks primarily through His Word, illuminated by the Holy Spirit. He guides through prayer, wise counsel, circumstances, and internal conviction. And occasionally, He may speak through other believers in ways that are clear, specific, and testable.
But all of it, every bit of it, must align with Scripture.
If it contradicts God's Word, it's not from God. Period.
If it creates dependence on human mediators, it's not from God.
If it produces anxiety instead of peace, it's not from God.
God's voice is consistent. It's clear. It's testable. And it always points to Jesus.
Let me be crystal clear: this book is not an argument against the Holy Spirit's ongoing work or the gift of prophecy. God is still speaking today. The same Spirit who inspired Scripture continues to guide, comfort, and strengthen His church. When Paul wrote that prophecy should be used for "strengthening, encouraging, and comfort" (1 Corinthians 14:3), he wasn't closing the door on prophetic ministry; he was defining its biblical boundaries.
If you've been hurt by manipulative prophetic practices, take heart. God sees you. He wants to speak to you. And He has given you everything you need in His Word and through His Spirit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.oms93ejqtjcf]Moving Forward with Confidence
Moving forward requires practical steps to hear from God without falling back into unhealthy patterns:
Read Scripture daily. Let God's Word be your primary source of guidance. Read it prayerfully. Meditate on it. Let the Holy Spirit illuminate it.
Pray regularly. Ask God for wisdom. Present your decisions to Him. Listen for His peace.
Seek wise counsel. Talk to mature believers who know Scripture and know you. Don't make major decisions in isolation.
Observe circumstances. Pay attention to how God is sovereignly arranging your life. Look for open and closed doors.
Listen to the Holy Spirit. He lives in you. He will convict you, guide you, and give you peace. Trust His internal witness.
And test everything by Scripture.
You don't need a prophet to hear from God. You have the Holy Spirit. You have God's Word. You have the body of Christ.
That's more than enough.
God is speaking. He's been speaking all along. And now, you're learning to hear His voice in the ways He's always intended.
I want to tell you something that might encourage you: my spiritual life is simpler now. And it's better.
I don't wake up anxious about missing a prophetic word. I don't obsess over dreams. I don't feel spiritually inferior because I'm not receiving "fresh revelation." I don't chase conferences or chase breakthroughs.
Instead, I read my Bible. I pray. I talk to wise believers when I need counsel. I trust the Holy Spirit's gentle leading. I rest in what Christ has already accomplished.
It sounds ordinary. And in many ways, it is. But there's a peace in this ordinariness that I never had in all those years of chasing the extraordinary. I spent so long looking for the spectacular that I missed the profound beauty of what God had already given me: Himself, His Word, His presence.
That's what's waiting for you on the other side of this. Not less of God. More.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7vc213jjptlv]Recognizing Spiritual Trauma
Spiritual trauma is real, though many people don't talk about it.
If you've experienced manipulation, control, or spiritual abuse in a NAR environment, you may be carrying wounds that go deeper than you realized.
Spiritual trauma can show up in many ways:
· Loss of trust in God and the church. You may find it difficult to trust any spiritual leader or even God Himself.
· Fear of spiritual rejection or punishment. You may worry that God is angry with you for questioning or leaving.
· Difficulty reading Scripture without anxiety. The Bible might trigger fear or confusion because of how it was misused.
· Emotional numbness or confusion. You may feel spiritually deadened, unable to sense God's presence like you once did.
· Isolation from healthy relationships. You may struggle to trust other believers or connect with a church community.
· Shame, guilt, or self-blame. You may feel like you should have known better, or that you're to blame for being deceived.
If you're experiencing any of these, please hear me: this is not your fault.
Psalm 34:18 (NIV):
"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."
God is near to you. He sees your wounds. He understands your pain. And He wants to heal you.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n6ilxqpb2vmn]Practical Steps Toward Healing
Healing from spiritual trauma takes time. But here are some practical steps that can help:
1. Name the Experience
Acknowledge what happened. Don't minimize it. Don't excuse it. Don't spiritualize it away.
If you experienced manipulation, call it manipulation.
If you experienced control, call it control.
If you experienced spiritual abuse, call it abuse.
Naming the pain is the first step toward healing.
2. Seek Safe Community
Find people who understand spiritual trauma. This might be:
· A counselor who specializes in religious trauma
· A pastor from a healthy, Scripture-focused church
· A support group for people leaving high-control spiritual environments
· Trusted friends who will listen without judgment
Galatians 6:2 (NIV):
"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ."
You don't have to heal alone. God designed us to need each other.
3. Return to Scripture for Yourself
One of the most important steps in recovery is reading the Bible for yourself,not through the lens of NAR teaching, not filtered through prophetic interpretation, but simply letting God's Word speak.
Focus on passages that reveal God's character:
· His love (1 John 4:9-10)
· His faithfulness (Lamentations 3:22-23)
· His grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)
· His gentleness (Matthew 11:28-30)
Relearn who God actually is. Not the demanding, performance-driven God presented in NAR teaching, but the loving Father revealed in Scripture.
4. Allow Time for Healing
Recovery is not linear. Strength and struggle alternate. Grief, questioning, and gradual healing are part of the process.
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV):
"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."
God's grace is enough,even when you feel weak, even when you're struggling, even when healing feels slow.
5. Embrace God's Grace Again and Again
You may need to hear this multiple times: God's love for you is not based on your spiritual performance.
God's love for you is not based on your spiritual performance. He loves you because of Jesus. And that love never changes.
He loves you because of Jesus.
And that love never changes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ulunmsso29hx]The Role of Forgiveness and Boundaries
One question that often comes up in recovery is: "Do I need to forgive those who hurt me?"
The answer is yes,but forgiveness doesn't mean what many people think it means.
Forgiveness doesn't mean:
· Excusing what was done
· Pretending it didn't hurt
· Trusting the person again
· Returning to the harmful environment
· Never feeling angry about what happened
Forgiveness does mean:
· Releasing the person to God
· Choosing not to seek revenge
· Letting go of bitterness (which only harms you)
· Trusting God to be the judge
And here's something crucial: forgiveness doesn't eliminate the need for boundaries.
Proverbs 4:23 (NIV):
"Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it."
Setting boundaries is biblical. Protecting yourself from further harm is wise. You don't have to maintain relationships with people who continue to manipulate or control you.
You can forgive someone and still say, "I can't have you in my life anymore."
That's not unforgiveness. That's wisdom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.q9o9gbqscamu]The Hope of Restoration
Here's the beautiful truth I want to leave you with: God specializes in restoration.
Joel 2:25 (NIV):
"I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten."
The years you spent in spiritual deception are not wasted. God can redeem them. He can bring beauty from ashes, joy from mourning, freedom from captivity.
Psalm 23:3 (NIV):
"He restores my soul."
Your soul can be restored. Your faith can be rebuilt. Your relationship with God can be healed.
It won't happen overnight. But step by step, day by day, as you walk with Jesus and rest in His Word, you'll find that the fog lifts, the confusion clears, and peace returns.
And one day,maybe not today, maybe not tomorrow, but one day,you'll look back and see how faithful God was through it all.
Psalm 147:3 (NIV):
"He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."
All of this recovery, all of this healing, finds its ultimate foundation in one glorious truth: the gospel. Not the gospel plus prophecy. Not the gospel plus breakthrough. Just the gospel,pure, simple, and more than enough. In Christ, our restoration is complete, our hope is secure, and our identity is forever sealed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2tq7mwhb8hhc]The Gospel's Promise: Restoration and Renewal
Here's the beautiful part of the gospel: it's not just about forgiveness. It's about restoration.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mj88eikdq7hh]Forgiveness
1 Peter 1:3 (NIV):
"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."
You are forgiven. Fully. Completely.
Not because you figured it all out. Not because you never made a mistake. But because of Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fasen28ld1ij]New Life
The gospel doesn't just forgive the past. It gives you a future.
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV):
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!"
You are not defined by where you've been. You are defined by whose you are.
[bookmark: _heading=h.l5n1cb9hvemi]Hope
Romans 15:13 (NIV):
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."
There is hope. Real hope. Not based on prophecy. Not based on breakthroughs. But based on the finished work of Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5zvyd3tynno4]Living by the Spirit
Galatians 5:25 (NIV):
"Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit."
The Christian life isn't about striving. It's about abiding.
It's not about performing. It's about resting.
It's not about chasing the next word. It's about trusting the Word already given.
[bookmark: _heading=h.d0kjq9l7te7z]Summary: The Hope That Endures
The gospel is this:
Jesus lived the life you couldn't live.
He died the death you deserved.
He rose from the dead, defeating sin and death.
And now, by faith, you are:
· Forgiven
· Justified
· Adopted
· Sealed
· Secure
That's the hope that endures.
Not prophecy. Not breakthrough. Not destiny.
Jesus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.egcsbbcugkek]Staying Vigilant: Discerning Truth in an Age of Deception
As you move forward, one of the most important things you can do is stay vigilant.
Matthew 7:15 (NIV):
"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves."
Deception is real. And it's often subtle.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3ihgtpo8523e]Questions to Ask
Here are some questions to help you discern truth from error:
1. Does this teaching align with Scripture?
Not just one verse pulled out of context,but the whole counsel of God?
2. Does this teaching elevate Jesus?
Or does it elevate a person, a movement, or an experience?
3. Does this teaching produce the fruit of the Spirit?
Or does it produce fear, anxiety, performance, and spiritual exhaustion?
4. Is this teaching humble and accountable?
Or does it resist correction and dismiss questions?
5. Does this teaching point me to the gospel?
Or does it point me to something else,breakthrough, destiny, anointing?
[bookmark: _heading=h.es3wkdf3ucgq]Stay in Community
Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV):
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another,and all the more as you see the Day approaching."
Don't isolate yourself. Stay connected to a healthy, biblically grounded community.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ue0hi5rm17wj]Test Everything
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 (NIV):
"Test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil."
Testing isn't cynicism. It's obedience.
And the standard is always Scripture.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wzuyltetev04]Remember: Deception Is Increasing
2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NIV):
"For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths."
This isn't a new problem. It's an old one.
But God has always preserved a faithful remnant. And He will continue to do so.
I want to be honest with you about something: choosing truth over comfort comes with a cost. You may lose relationships, community, even a sense of belonging. But the reward,oh, the reward,is far greater than anything you might lose. Jesus is worth everything.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xthbn8ubhwty]Reflection Questions: Your Path Forward
Take some time to sit with these questions. There's no rush, no pressure. Just an invitation to honest reflection and gentle healing.
1. Discerning Truth: What specific steps can you take to ensure that every teaching you encounter is tested against Scripture? Consider creating a personal "checklist" of biblical markers that help you evaluate new teachings.
2. Staying Rooted: How will you practically make Scripture your primary source of spiritual nourishment? This might look like a consistent Bible reading plan, joining a verse-by-verse study group, or setting aside dedicated time for meditation on God's Word.
3. Recognizing Red Flags: What are three specific warning signs that a teaching or prophetic word might be moving away from biblical truth? Write these down and keep them somewhere visible as a gentle reminder.
4. Healthy Community: Describe what a biblically grounded, spiritually healthy community looks like to you. What qualities would you look for in a church, small group, or circle of Christian friends?
5. Balancing Openness and Discernment: How can you remain tender-hearted and open to the Holy Spirit's leading while maintaining a rigorous commitment to testing everything against Scripture? Reflect on ways you can cultivate both spiritual sensitivity and biblical wisdom.
This is a process, not an instant transformation. God leads His people into truth consistently and patiently.
[bookmark: _heading=h.iowbq5cohgxt]Conclusion: The Way Forward: Faithfulness, Discernment, and Humility
The way forward isn't complicated. It doesn't require special revelation or prophetic insight. It doesn't demand that you master complex spiritual techniques or unlock hidden mysteries. The path God has set before you is marked by three simple, ancient postures that have sustained believers for two thousand years.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s798plit0bn]Faithfulness: Standing Firm When Others Shift
Micah 6:8 (NIV):
"He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."
Faithfulness means continuing to do what God has called you to do, even when it's not exciting. Even when there's no prophetic word confirming it. Even when others are chasing the next "move of God."
It means:
· Reading Scripture daily, even when it feels ordinary
· Gathering with believers, even when worship isn't emotionally charged
· Serving quietly, even when no one notices
· Praying persistently, even when you don't feel breakthrough coming
This is the call. And it's enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vgekyivu0gby]Discernment: Testing Everything Against Scripture
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 (NIV):
"Test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil."
Discernment isn't suspicion. It's not cynicism. It's the careful, loving practice of measuring every teaching, every prophecy, every spiritual experience against the unchanging standard of God's Word.
It means asking:
· Does this align with Scripture?
· Does this magnify Christ or something else?
· Does this produce the fruit of the Spirit?
· Does this lead to dependence on God or dependence on human mediators?
Walk humbly. Test everything. Hold fast to what is good.
[bookmark: _heading=h.w6r6v94z0qzq]Humility: Remaining Teachable
James 4:6 (NIV):
"But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 'God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.'"
Humility means recognizing that you don't have all the answers. It means being willing to say, "I was wrong." It means staying open to correction, even when it's uncomfortable.
It means:
· Admitting when you've been deceived
· Listening to wise counsel
· Submitting to Scripture even when it contradicts your experience
· Continuing to learn and grow throughout your entire life
The moment we think we've arrived, the moment we believe we're beyond deception, is the moment we become most vulnerable.
John 10:27-28 (NIV):
"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand."
You are His sheep. He knows you. He's leading you.
And no one, no prophet, no apostle, no movement, can snatch you out of His hand.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fqpypf0ms4f]Moving Forward
Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV):
"So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness."
May you be rooted in Christ.
May you be built up in His Word.
May you be strengthened in the faith.
And may you overflow with thankfulness for the gospel: the simple, beautiful, sufficient gospel.
You are loved. You are forgiven. You are His.
Following Jesus has always come with a cost.
Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIV):
"For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart."
You may lose:
· Relationships
· A sense of belonging
· A community that felt like home
But you gain something far greater: truth.
Truth that doesn't shift. Truth that doesn't need constant updates. Truth that anchors your soul when everything else is shaking.
Jesus didn't promise you comfort. He promised you Himself.
And He is enough.
I want to leave you with hope.
Not the kind of hope that depends on prophecies coming true or breakthroughs arriving on schedule. But the kind of hope that's rooted in the finished work of Christ and the unchanging character of God.
As we close this journey together, I want to speak to where you started and where you are now.
You may have opened this book feeling confused, anxious, and bound, unable to name what was wrong but knowing something was, living under constant pressure to perform spiritually, unable to question or trust your own discernment. I pray you're closing it with clarity, peace, and freedom. Not a perfect understanding of everything, but a clear sight of the path forward. Not freedom from all struggle, but freedom to test everything, to say "no" to manipulation, and to walk humbly with your God without a human mediator standing between you.
The journey isn't over. Healing takes time. But you're not where you were. And God, in His faithfulness, will complete the good work He's begun in you.
I'm grateful you've read this far. Grateful you've been willing to ask hard questions and face uncomfortable truths. That takes courage, and courage is evidence of the Holy Spirit's work in your life.
May you discover a faith that's quieter, deeper, and infinitely more secure than anything this world offers. And may you never forget: you are loved, you are forgiven, and you are His.
With love and hope,
Francis Martin
[bookmark: _heading=h.y0gkb9jlsqtc]A Note About the Appendices
The appendices that follow contain reference materials to support your journey of discernment and recovery. They're entirely optional but available if you want to:
Use them as tools for further study, or move directly to the resources that interest you most.
[bookmark: _heading=h.op540aeujb4n]About the Author
Francis Martin is a pseudonym. I spent years deeply involved in New Apostolic Reformation circles before God graciously led me back to historic, biblical Christianity. This book emerged from that personal journey, through deception, disillusionment, and ultimately restoration, a journey marked not by bitterness, but by deep love for Christ's church and a desire to see others find freedom in God's Word.
I write not as a theologian or professional scholar, but as someone who has walked this path and understands both the appeal of prophetic movements and the pain of recognizing deception. After leaving the NAR, I committed myself to years of careful Scripture study, learning to test everything against God's Word rather than accepting teachings at face value. I chose to write under a pseudonym to keep the focus on Scripture rather than personal credentials, and to protect the privacy of those whose stories are woven throughout these pages.
Today, I serve quietly in a local church, continue studying Scripture daily, and remain committed to helping others discern truth from error with both clarity and grace. This book represents years of study, pastoral conversations, and a deep conviction that the gospel, simple, sufficient, and unchanging, is more than enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.zg788684xm96]Coming Back to the Bedrock
When I was deep in the NAR, I realize now that I knew a lot about what God was supposedly going to do,but I didn't really know who God is********.********
I knew about the "new thing" God was doing.
I knew about the "shift" that was coming.
I knew about the "breakthrough" we were believing in.
But I didn't know God's character. I didn't know His attributes. I didn't know the unchanging nature of who He is.
The focus was always on what God was about to do********, never on who God******** has always been********.********
And that's a dangerous place to be.
Because when we focus on what God will do, we lose sight of who God is. And when we lose sight of who God is, we become vulnerable to deception. We start believing that God changes His mind constantly, that He needs us to "unlock" His power, that He's waiting for us to say the right words or perform the right spiritual actions before He'll move.
But that's not the God of Scripture.
The God of Scripture is unchanging. He is sovereign. He is faithful. He doesn't need to be activated, unlocked, or released. He is already fully present, fully powerful, and fully in control.
This appendix is here to help you come back to the bedrock: to who God actually is according to His Word. Not according to prophetic speculation. Not according to the latest "word from the Lord." But according to the revelation He has already given us in Scripture.
As you read through these attributes, I pray that you'll be reminded of the solid foundation we have in Christ. That you'll see how different the God of the Bible is from the God often portrayed in NAR teaching. And that you'll find rest in knowing that God doesn't change; you don't need a fresh word to know Him.
You have His Word. And it's enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8m941ng5lfsn]Section I: What Makes God Different From Us
These are the qualities of God that belong to Him alone, qualities that can't be shared with or given to anything He's created. They show us how far above us He is, how completely different, how absolutely unique.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fj8f393fllj8]1. Omnipotence (All-Powerful)
God is unlimited in power. There is nothing He cannot do that is consistent with His nature and will.
Jeremiah 32:17 (NIV):
"Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you."
Matthew 19:26 (NIV):
"Jesus looked at them and said, 'With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.'"
Job 42:2 (NIV):
"I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted."
What this means for us:
God doesn't need our declarations, decrees, or spiritual warfare to accomplish His purposes. He is already all-powerful. We don't unlock His power,we trust in His power.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wpy124hevdmc]2. Omniscience (All-Knowing)
God knows everything,past, present, and future. Nothing is hidden from Him. He doesn't learn, discover, or change His mind based on new information.
Psalm 147:5 (NIV):
"Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit."
1 John 3:20 (NIV):
"For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything."
Isaiah 46:9-10 (NIV):
"I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, 'My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.'"
What this means for us:
God doesn't need prophets to tell Him what's happening or what's coming. He already knows. We don't need "insider information" from prophetic voices,we need to trust that God knows all things and is working all things for His glory and our good.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mupgwe593fli]3. Omnipresence (Present Everywhere)
God is fully present everywhere at all times. There is no place where He is not.
Psalm 139:7-10 (NIV):
"Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there. If I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast."
Jeremiah 23:23-24 (NIV):
"'Am I only a God nearby,' declares the LORD, 'and not a God far away? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?' declares the LORD. 'Do not I fill heaven and earth?' declares the LORD."
What this means for us:
We don't need to "invite God's presence" into a room or "release His presence" over a city. He is already there. We don't create His presence; we recognize it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.88fy8ed48wf]4. Eternal (Without Beginning or End)
God has no beginning and no end. He exists outside of time. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
Psalm 90:2 (NIV):
"Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God."
Revelation 1:8 (NIV):
"'I am the Alpha and the Omega,' says the Lord God, 'who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.'"
Isaiah 57:15 (NIV):
"For this is what the high and exalted One says, he who lives forever, whose name is holy: 'I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.'"
What this means for us:
God is not bound by time. He doesn't have "seasons" where He's more active or less active. He is eternally present, eternally powerful, and eternally faithful.
[bookmark: _heading=h.frcthzb6hybv]5. Immutable (Unchanging)
God does not change. His character, His purposes, and His promises remain the same forever.
Malachi 3:6 (NIV):
"I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed."
James 1:17 (NIV):
"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows."
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV):
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."
What this means for us:
God doesn't change His mind based on our prayers, declarations, or spiritual performance. He is faithful to His Word. We don't need a "new word" to know what God is like. He has already revealed Himself fully in Scripture.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2w3qt1xo9u61]6. Self-Sufficient
God doesn't need anything. He depends on nothing and no one. He exists by His own power and will.
Exodus 3:14 (NIV):
"God said to Moses, 'I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: "I AM has sent me to you."'"
Acts 17:24-25 (NIV):
"The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else."
What this means for us:
God doesn't need us. He doesn't need our worship, our declarations, or our spiritual warfare to sustain Him or accomplish His purposes. He invites us into a relationship with Him, not because He needs us, but because He loves us.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fr8wk7ed7ctw]7. Sovereignty (Supreme Authority)
God is in complete control. He rules over all creation. Nothing happens outside of His will or knowledge.
Psalm 115:3 (NIV):
"Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him."
Daniel 4:35 (NIV):
"All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: 'What have you done?'"
Ephesians 1:11 (NIV):
"In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will."
What this means for us:
God is not waiting for us to "release" His plans or "unlock" His purposes. He is sovereign. His will is being accomplished. We don't control God; we trust Him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.yxko19gt0zw7]Section II: Qualities God Shares With Us
These are the qualities of God that, in a limited way, He shares with us. We can reflect these qualities because we are made in His image, but we will never have them perfectly like He does.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gi1fp0nqrk6u]1. Holiness
God is perfectly pure, set apart, and morally perfect. There is no sin, no darkness, no imperfection in Him.
Isaiah 6:3 (NIV):
"And they were calling to one another: 'Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.'"
1 Peter 1:15-16 (NIV):
"But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy.'"
Revelation 4:8 (NIV):
"Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.'"
What this means for us:
God's holiness is the standard. We are called to holiness,not to spiritual performance, not to prophetic gifting, but to Christlikeness.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uo7uwwba88z7]2. Love
God is love. His love is unconditional, sacrificial, and eternal.
1 John 4:8 (NIV):
"Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love."
Romans 5:8 (NIV):
"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."
Jeremiah 31:3 (NIV):
"The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: 'I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.'"
What this means for us:
God's love is not based on our performance, our gifting, or our spiritual achievements. He loves us because He chose to love us. We are secure in His love.
[bookmark: _heading=h.sr54hvomtjsq]3. Mercy
God is compassionate and does not give us what we deserve. He withholds judgment and extends grace.
Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV):
"Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness."
Ephesians 2:4-5 (NIV):
"But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions; it is by grace you have been saved."
What this means for us:
We don't earn God's mercy. We don't unlock it through declarations or spiritual warfare. God is already merciful. We simply receive it by faith.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vs8997h9tmrj]4. Righteousness
God is perfectly just and right in all His ways. He always does what is right.
Psalm 145:17 (NIV):
"The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does."
Deuteronomy 32:4 (NIV):
"He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he."
What this means for us:
God's righteousness is the standard. Our works make us righteous not, but by faith in Christ. We don't perform to earn righteousness; we rest in the righteousness given to us.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8egnols0w9ua]5. Faithfulness
God is completely reliable. He keeps His promises. He never fails.
2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV):
"If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself."
Psalm 89:8 (NIV):
"Who is like you, LORD God Almighty? You, LORD, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you."
What this means for us:
God's faithfulness doesn't depend on our faithfulness. He is faithful even when we are not. We can trust His Word because He is faithful to fulfill it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.u59e27hy6r4b]6. Truth
God is the truth. He cannot lie. His Word is completely trustworthy.
John 14:6 (NIV):
"Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.'"
Titus 1:2 (NIV):
"In the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time."
Numbers 23:19 (NIV):
"God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?"
What this means for us:
God's Word is truth. We don't need prophetic words to supplement Scripture. We have the truth, and it's enough.
[bookmark: _heading=h.84ea76obelov]7. Wrath
God's wrath is His righteous response to sin. It is not capricious or vindictive; it is just.
Romans 1:18 (NIV):
"The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness."
John 3:36 (NIV):
"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on them."
What this means for us:
God's wrath is satisfied in Christ. For those who are in Christ, there is no condemnation. We don't live in fear of God's wrath; we live in the security of His love.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wo4g1qtbgfyj]Section III: The Deity of Jesus Christ
Jesus is not just a prophet, a teacher, or a good man. He is God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.r66envykpxo4]Jesus Is God
John 1:1 (NIV):
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
John 1:14 (NIV):
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."
Colossians 2:9 (NIV):
"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form."
Philippians 2:6 (NIV):
"Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage."
[bookmark: _heading=h.lk0h5t74zztb]Jesus Is Eternal
John 8:58 (NIV):
"'Very truly I tell you,' Jesus answered, 'before Abraham was born, I am!'"
Revelation 22:13 (NIV):
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End."
[bookmark: _heading=h.oouz4pfyrfe6]Jesus Is Creator
John 1:3 (NIV):
"Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made."
Colossians 1:16 (NIV):
"For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him."
[bookmark: _heading=h.5czijogabn7k]Jesus Has Authority to Forgive Sin
Mark 2:5-7 (NIV):
"When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 'Son, your sins are forgiven.' Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 'Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?'"
[bookmark: _heading=h.4ao4ctxmo3qx]Jesus Is Worshiped
Matthew 28:9 (NIV):
"Suddenly Jesus met them. 'Greetings,' he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him."
Hebrews 1:6 (NIV):
"And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 'Let all God's angels worship him.'"
[bookmark: _heading=h.3bu4sbfewi5n]Jesus's "I AM" Statements
Jesus repeatedly used the divine name "I AM" (the name God revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14) to identify Himself as God:
· "I am the bread of life" (John 6:35)
· "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12)
· "I am the door" (John 10:9)
· "I am the good shepherd" (John 10:11)
· "I am the resurrection and the life" (John 11:25)
· "I am the way and the truth and the life" (John 14:6)
· "I am the true vine" (John 15:1)
[bookmark: _heading=h.j1hwrbi2lh89]Section IV: The Deity of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is not a force, an influence, or an impersonal power. He is a Person, the third Person of the Trinity, and He is fully God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nch1wjs7qhz9]The Holy Spirit Is a Person
The Holy Spirit has the attributes of personhood:
He speaks:
Acts 13:2 (NIV):
"While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.'"
He teaches:
John 14:26 (NIV):
"But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you."
He can be grieved:
Ephesians 4:30 (NIV):
"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption."
He intercedes:
Romans 8:26 (NIV):
"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans."
[bookmark: _heading=h.9shco5k813sq]The Holy Spirit Is God
Acts 5:3-4 (NIV):
"Then Peter said, 'Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.'"
Peter equates lying to the Holy Spirit with lying to God, because the Holy Spirit is God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3glevj4teqj0]The Holy Spirit's Divine Attributes
Omniscient (All-Knowing):
1 Corinthians 2:10-11 (NIV):
"These are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God."
Omnipresent (Present Everywhere):
Psalm 139:7 (NIV):
"Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?"
Eternal:
Hebrews 9:14 (NIV):
"How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!"
[bookmark: _heading=h.nfubwya6z6i3]The Works of the Holy Spirit
Regeneration (New Birth):
John 3:5-6 (NIV):
"Jesus answered, 'Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.'"
Indwelling:
1 Corinthians 6:19 (NIV):
"Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own."
Sealing:
Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV):
"And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession,to the praise of his glory."
Teaching and Guiding:
John 16:13 (NIV):
"But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come."
Interceding:
Romans 8:26-27 (NIV):
"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God."
[bookmark: _heading=h.o2jjf0kzj861]Conclusion: The Unchanging Nature of the Triune God
Here's what I want you to take away from this appendix:
God doesn't change.
He doesn't need to be activated.
He doesn't need to be unlocked.
He doesn't need to be released.
He is already fully present, fully powerful, and fully faithful.
You don't need a fresh word from a prophet to know who God is. You have His Word. And in His Word, He has revealed Himself fully and finally in Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV):
"In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe."
God has spoken. The revelation is complete. And it's enough.
As you move forward, I pray that you'll find rest in the unchanging nature of God. That you'll stop chasing the next word and start resting in the Word already given. That you'll stop trying to unlock God's power and start trusting in His sovereignty.
Because God is who He says He is.
And you are secure in Him.
Romans 8:38-39 (NIV):
"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Nothing can separate you from His love.
Not a failed prophecy.
Not a broken promise from a prophet.
Not your confusion or your doubt.
The unchanging God holds you.
And that's the best news you'll ever hear.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uji752aqzgx7]APPENDIX A: The Sufficiency of Scripture
[bookmark: _heading=h.7golb8n6wnn6]You Don't Need a Fresh Word: You Have God's Word
One of the most damaging teachings I encountered in the NAR was the constant emphasis on needing "fresh words" from God. I was taught that Scripture alone wasn't enough,that I needed contemporary prophets to tell me what God was saying today, to give me direction for my life, to unlock mysteries that the Bible supposedly left hidden.
I remember feeling anxious whenever I didn't have a recent prophetic word. I felt like I was missing something. Like God was speaking to everyone else but me. Like I was spiritually deaf or blocked somehow.
But here's what I've come to understand: that anxiety wasn't from God. It was the result of a teaching that contradicts one of the most foundational doctrines of Christianity,the sufficiency of Scripture.
The Bible is not incomplete. It's not outdated. It doesn't need supplementation from modern prophets. God has given us everything we need for life and godliness in His Word.
This appendix is here to help you see what Scripture says about itself,and to help you find freedom from the burden of constantly seeking the next prophetic word.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7k1ejohs1e2m]Scripture's Sufficiency Explicitly Affirmed
[bookmark: _heading=h.hi67pkln33m2]How the Church Has Always Understood Revelation
[bookmark: _heading=h.vi56ius4l07m]The Early Church's Recognition of the Canon
By the end of the first century, something significant was happening: the apostolic era was closing. The eyewitnesses of Jesus, those who had walked with Him, heard His teaching, and seen Him risen, were dying. The church recognized that these men held a unique, unrepeatable authority.
Ephesians 2:20 (NIV): "built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone."
The apostles were the foundation. You don't keep laying a foundation after the building is already going up. The early church understood this. Church fathers like Irenaeus (c. 130-202 AD) affirmed that divine revelation came through the apostles, and that their writings carried the authority of Christ Himself. The church didn't create the canon, it recognized what God had already given.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qxsr7v8y18hk]The Sufficiency of Scripture Throughout Church History
In 367 AD, Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, wrote his famous Easter letter listing the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, the exact same books we have today. He called them "the fountains of salvation" and warned against adding anything to them.
Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) taught clearly that Scripture contains everything necessary for faith and practice. He wrote, "In the plain teaching of Scripture we find all that concerns our belief and moral conduct."
When the Reformers, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and others, proclaimed "Sola Scriptura" (Scripture alone), they weren't inventing something new. They were calling the church back to what it had always believed: that Scripture is the final authority, sufficient and complete.
Thoroughly equipped. Not partially equipped, needing prophets to fill in the gaps. Thoroughly equipped.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n5k19gatftne]Historic Warnings Against Adding to Revelation
Throughout church history, councils and theologians consistently warned against the danger of adding new revelation to Scripture. The Council of Trent (1546), though addressing different issues than we face today, affirmed that the canon was closed and complete, that public revelation ended with the death of the last apostle.
Even Catholic and Orthodox traditions, while they understand the role of tradition differently than Protestants do, have maintained that public revelation, the deposit of faith given once for all, ended with the apostolic age. This isn't a Protestant distinctive. It's a Christian consensus.
[bookmark: _heading=h.c6n9j0lniqd0]Why This Historical Perspective Matters
Here's why this matters: when the New Apostolic Reformation claims that modern apostles and prophets bring new revelation that carries authority equal to Scripture, it's not just disagreeing with one theological tradition. It contradicts two thousand years of unified church teaching.
You're standing with Athanasius and Augustine. With the Reformers and the early church fathers. With believers across two millennia who have treasured God's Word as complete, sufficient, and utterly trustworthy.
The Bible makes bold claims about its own completeness and adequacy. These aren't minor themes tucked away in obscure passages,they're central to understanding what God has given us.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV):
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
Notice the word "thoroughly." Not partially. Not mostly. Thoroughly equipped for every good work.
If Scripture thoroughly equips us, then we don't need additional revelation to complete what God has already given. We don't need prophets to fill in the gaps, because there are no gaps.
Proverbs 30:5-6 (NIV):
"Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar."
God's Word is flawless. It needs no correction, no addition, no supplementation. And we're explicitly warned not to add to it.
Deuteronomy 4:2 (NIV):
"Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you."
This command was given to Israel, but the principle remains: God's revealed Word is complete. We don't improve it by adding to it,we corrupt it.
What this means for us:
You don't need a prophet to tell you what God has already said. You don't need a fresh word when you have the eternal Word. God's revelation in Scripture is sufficient, complete, and trustworthy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8rx7lgei103i]The Completion of Revelation
One of the most important truths we need to understand is that God's revelation is complete. He has spoken fully and finally in Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV):
"In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe."
This passage is critical. God spoke through the prophets in the past,at many times and in various ways. But now, in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.
Jesus is God's final word. Not His preliminary word. Not His incomplete word. His final word.
Hebrews 10:12-14 (NIV):
"But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy."
Jesus sat down. His work is finished. The sacrifice is complete. The revelation is complete.
Revelation 22:18-19 (NIV):
"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this scroll."
God's Word is not only complete; it's also effective. It accomplishes exactly what God intends.
Isaiah 55:11 (NIV):
"So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it."
When God speaks, His Word accomplishes His purpose. Always. It doesn't need our help. It doesn't need prophetic enhancement. It doesn't need fresh revelation to make it more relevant or powerful. God's Word goes out, and it does what God sent it to do.
This is why we don't need to chase after fresh words. God's Word, already given, already written, is alive, active, and accomplishing His purposes right now. It hasn't returned void. It won't return void. It's enough.
This is a sobering warning. Adding to God's Word brings judgment. Taking away from it brings judgment. The canon is closed. The revelation is complete.
What this means for us:
We're not waiting for more revelation. We're not missing critical information that only contemporary prophets can provide. God has spoken. And what He's said is sufficient.
[bookmark: _heading=h.nwn35ndoca8u]The Sufficiency for All Spiritual Needs
Scripture doesn't just claim to be complete; it claims to be sufficient for everything we need spiritually.
Romans 15:4 (NIV):
"For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope."
Everything written in the past was written to teach us. Not some things. Everything. And through Scripture, we receive endurance and encouragement that produce hope.
Psalm 19:7-11 (NIV):
"The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are firm, and all of them are righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward."
Look at what God's Word does:
· Refreshes the soul
· Makes wise the simple
· Gives joy to the heart
· Gives light to the eyes
· Endures forever
· Warns us
· Rewards us
This is not a partial provision. This is complete spiritual nourishment.
2 Peter 1:3 (NIV):
"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."
Everything we need. Not most of what we need. Everything.
What this means for us:
You don't need a prophetic word to live a godly life. You don't need a fresh revelation to know God's will. You have everything you need in Scripture, illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7xclir4jrvrm]The Danger of Adding to Scripture
When we treat contemporary prophecy as equal to Scripture, or even as necessary alongside Scripture, we're doing something dangerous. We're adding to God's Word.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 (NIV):
"If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, 'Let us follow other gods' (gods you have not known) 'and let us worship them,' you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul."
Even if a prophet performs signs and wonders, if their teaching leads away from God's revealed truth, they are false prophets.
This is exactly what happens in NAR circles. Prophets may seem sincere. They may have large followings. They may even see some things come to pass. But if their teaching contradicts Scripture,if it adds to Scripture, if it creates dependence on human mediators, if it shifts focus away from Christ,then it's false.
Galatians 1:8-9 (NIV):
"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God's curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God's curse!"
Paul doesn't mince words. Even if an angel appeared and preached a different gospel, that angel would be under God's curse.
How much more should we reject contemporary prophets who claim to bring new revelation that contradicts or supplements the gospel already revealed in Scripture?
What this means for us:
Any teaching that says Scripture isn't enough is a false teaching. Any prophet who claims to bring revelation equal to Scripture is a false prophet. We test everything against God's Word,and we reject anything that contradicts it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.k085opnvixr6]The Perfection of Scripture
God's Word is not flawed. It's not incomplete. It's not outdated. It's perfect.
Psalm 12:6 (NIV):
"And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver purified in a crucible, like gold refined seven times."
Psalm 119:160 (NIV):
"All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal."
John 17:17 (NIV):
"Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth."
God's Word is truth. Not partial truth. Not outdated truth. Truth.
What this means for us:
We don't need to improve Scripture. We don't need to update it. We don't need prophets to make it relevant. It is already perfect, already true, already sufficient.
[bookmark: _heading=h.v6qsnwz2s6cw]Testing Against Scripture
Because Scripture is complete, sufficient, and perfect, it becomes the standard by which we test all other claims.
1 John 4:1 (NIV):
"Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world."
We are commanded to test. Not to accept everything that sounds spiritual. Not to assume that everyone who claims to speak for God actually does. We test.
Acts 17:11 (NIV):
"Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true."
The Bereans didn't just accept Paul's teaching because he was an apostle. They examined the Scriptures daily to see if what he said was true.
If the Bereans tested Paul's teaching against Scripture, how much more should we test contemporary prophets?
What this means for us:
Every prophetic word, every teaching, every claim of revelation must be tested against Scripture. If it contradicts Scripture, we reject it. If it adds to Scripture, we reject it. If it creates dependence on anything other than Christ and His Word, we reject it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.67r5o0m3tz9p]Conclusion: God's Word Is Enough
I know what it's like to feel like you're missing something. To feel like everyone else is hearing from God except you. To feel anxious because you don't have a fresh prophetic word.
Hebrews 12:2 (NIV):
"Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith."
He is enough.
He has always been enough.
And He always will be.
May you walk in freedom, rooted in His Word, secure in His love, and confident in His finished work.
With all my love and prayers,
Francis Martin --------------
"Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy, to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen."
(Jude 1:24-25, NIV)
[bookmark: _heading=h.84q9xlf1ec7h]APPENDIX B: Biblical Visions, Dreams, and Supernatural Encounters - Detailed Examples
This appendix provides detailed examinations of biblical visions and supernatural encounters referenced in the main text. These examples demonstrate the consistent patterns found in genuine biblical revelation: divine initiative, clear purpose, Scripture-consistency, fear and reverence, and Christ-centeredness.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wdg9hb6980to]Ezekiel's Vision of the Cherubim and Wheels
Ezekiel 1:4-28 describes a profound supernatural encounter
Ezekiel's vision occurred during Israel's exile in Babylon, a moment of national despair. The vision revealed God's sovereign presence, even in a foreign land. The cherubim with four faces (human, lion, ox, eagle) symbolized God's comprehensive perspective and creative power.
The wheels within wheels, moving in perfect synchronization, represented God's complex yet perfectly coordinated divine plan. The vision was not about entertainment or personal prophecy, but about revealing God's glory and maintaining hope during a dark national moment.
Most significantly, this vision documented the departure of God's glory from the temple, a devastating but prophetically significant moment. The vision wasn't about Ezekiel's personal spiritual experience, but about God's larger redemptive narrative.
[bookmark: _heading=h.swcbis9d16bc]Daniel's Vision of Four Beasts
Daniel 7:1-14 presents a prophetic vision of global empires
Daniel's vision occurred during the Babylonian exile, revealing God's sovereign control over human kingdoms. The four beasts represented successive world empires: Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman. Each beast was powerful, yet ultimately subordinate to God's ultimate kingdom.
The vision's purpose was not to provide geopolitical speculation, but to demonstrate that human kingdoms rise and fall under divine sovereignty. The "Ancient of Days" represented God's eternal, unchanging nature, in stark contrast to the transient, violent human kingdoms.
The vision culminated in the "son of man" receiving an everlasting kingdom, a prophetic foreshadowing of Christ's ultimate reign. This was not about territorial spiritual warfare, but about God's ultimate redemptive plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5fjr3ode2umb]Peter's Vision of the Sheet
Acts 10:9-16 describes a transformative supernatural encounter
Peter's vision occurred on a rooftop in Joppa, during a time of significant cultural and religious separation between Jews and Gentiles. The sheet containing clean and unclean animals, accompanied by God's command to "kill and eat," was not about dietary laws, but about breaking down ethnic barriers.
The vision was repeated three times, emphasizing its significance. God was preparing Peter to understand the gospel's universal nature, that salvation was not limited to ethnic Israel, but available to all people.
The supernatural encounter was precise, clear, and immediately followed by divine confirmation through Cornelius's conversion. It was not about personal prophecy, but about expanding the understanding of God's redemptive plan.
[bookmark: _heading=h.b5sguv9pbn5p]John's Revelation Vision of Heaven
Revelation 4:1-11 provides a stunning apocalyptic vision
John was "in the Spirit" on the Lord's Day when he received this vision, a state of prophetic receptivity, not a self-induced spiritual experience. The throne room vision revealed Christ's absolute sovereignty, with God seated on the throne and surrounded by worship.
The vision was not about personal spiritual experience or mystical encounter, but about revealing Christ's ultimate triumph. The twenty-four elders and four living creatures represented comprehensive worship and God's complete creative and redemptive power.
This vision provided hope to persecuted Christians, showing that despite current suffering, God remains in complete control.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wz5nzsd423jz]Angelic Appearances in Scripture
[bookmark: _heading=h.kl3q07bvvkeu]Angels at Jesus' Birth
The angelic appearances surrounding Jesus's birth were not about personal prophecy, but about announcing God's redemptive plan. The angels appeared to Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds with specific, clear messages about Jesus's identity and mission.
[bookmark: _heading=h.98ke6be7adq0]The Angel Gabriel's Appearances
Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and Mary with precise, consequential messages about John the Baptist and Jesus's births. These were not vague prophetic words, but specific divine communications with immediate, verifiable outcomes.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vmk3uvx0rt9d]Angels in Acts
Angelic appearances in Acts were strategic: guiding Philip, releasing Peter from prison, providing direction to Paul. They were not about personal spiritual experiences, but about advancing God's redemptive mission.
These detailed examples all demonstrate the same biblical pattern: supernatural encounters were rare, initiated by God, had clear purpose, were consistent with Scripture, produced reverence, and pointed to Christ. They were not the norm for believers then, and they are not the norm today. God's primary revelation to His people is His written Word, illuminated by the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _heading=h.e1nvvsybnqwm]APPENDIX C: Scripture Reference Index
This index contains every Scripture reference cited in this book, organized by biblical book order. Use this as a quick reference guide to locate where specific passages are discussed or to study the biblical foundation for each topic covered.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4jvzea44e1j5]OLD TESTAMENT
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[bookmark: _heading=h.knp5ldpsom6k]APPENDIX D: Comprehensive Record of Failed Prophecies with Timestamps
[bookmark: _heading=h.ffd1xefvejgj]Introduction
This appendix provides a comprehensive, categorized record of specific false prophecies made by New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) leaders during the 2020-2025 period. These documented instances reveal a systemic pattern of prophetic failures that contradict biblical standards for prophetic ministry.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lkgwcm76ulx9]Note on Documentation
The following records use initials to focus on the pattern of false prophecy rather than targeting specific individuals. All prophecies listed were publicly proclaimed on various platforms including conferences, social media, books, and television broadcasts. This documentation serves the purpose of biblical discernment and protection, not personal attack.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7f7h7hkkiomy]I. ELECTION-RELATED PROPHECIES (2020–2025)
[bookmark: _heading=h.x4hsenqbhqi7]H.K.
· Timestamp: Pre-Nov 2020
· Prophecy: God declared Donald Trump would be reelected in 2020
· Outcome: Joe Biden won the 2020 election; certification stood
[bookmark: _heading=h.6878wh95v2l6]J.E.
· Timestamp: Late 2020
· Prophecy: Donald Trump would be inaugurated in January 2021 regardless of reported results
· Outcome: Joe Biden inaugurated on Jan. 20, 2021
[bookmark: _heading=h.jlxn8stxqjal]J.G.
· Timestamp: Late 2020–2021
2021-2025: The Most Prolific Post-Election Prophet
J.G. became one of the most prominent voices releasing daily prophetic words. Her prophecies were specific, detailed, and consistently wrong:
Biden's Death and Removal:
· 2021: "The Lord says, Biden will not finish his term. He will be removed. You will see it soon."
· 2022: "The Lord says, Biden's days are numbered. He will fall. He will be taken out."
· 2023: "The Lord says, Biden will not make it to 2024. His time is up."
· 2024: "The Lord says, Biden will not be on the ballot in November. God is removing him."
· Outcome: Biden completed his full term through normal constitutional process
Trump's Imminent Return:
· Prophecy: Trump would be reinstated before 2024 through divine intervention exposing fraud
· Timeline Given: First 2021, then 2022, then 2023 (repeatedly moved)
· Outcome: No reinstatement occurred
Arrests and Tribunals:
· Prophecy: High-profile Democrats (Obama, Clinton, Pelosi, Schumer, Schiff) would be arrested, tried in military tribunals, and executed for treason. Claimed some were already arrested with "body doubles" visible.
· Outcome: No arrests, tribunals, or executions occurred
Media Collapse:
· Prophecy: "The Lord says, CNN will fall. MSNBC will fall. The New York Times will fall."
· Timeline: 2022, then 2023, then 2024
· Outcome: No media organizations collapsed as prophesied
Financial Collapse:
· Prophecy: "The Lord says, the dollar will collapse. The banks will fall... God's reset, not the enemy's reset."
· Timeline: 2022, then 2023, then 2024
· Outcome: Financial system continued functioning; no collapse occurred
Pattern: No accountability, no repentance. When prophecies failed, she simply moved timelines and released new "words from the Lord."
[bookmark: _heading=h.qa9bjd70rvxz]A.G.
· Timestamp: Late 2020
· Prophecy: Joe Biden would be removed from office soon after inauguration through divine intervention
· Outcome: Exposure and removal did not happen
[bookmark: _heading=h.a1765s62o1y9]M.J.
· Timestamp: Early 2021
· Prophecy: Donald Trump was secretly still President and Joe Biden was a placeholder with no legitimate authority
· Outcome: Joe Biden served openly; no evidence of secret presidency
[bookmark: _heading=h.96113zjhodig]R.B.
· Timestamp: Early 2021
· Prophecy: A divine "shaking" would overturn the election and reinstall Donald Trump
· Outcome: No such event occurred
[bookmark: _heading=h.fadae63hkrxg]K.C.
· Timestamp: 2020
· Prophecy: God revealed in visions that Donald Trump would remain in the White House beyond Jan. 20, 2021
· Outcome: Trump left office as scheduled; Biden served
[bookmark: _heading=h.bnatozdd2lmh]Various Prophets (B.K., L.W., L.P.)
· Timestamp: 2020–2021
· Prophecies:
· State legislatures (especially Pennsylvania) would flip and reverse results
· Courts would rule fraud and overturn elections
· Legislatures would seat Trump delegates
· Outcomes: Courts dismissed challenges; no state flipped; Trump was not seated
· B.K.: Trump would be "supernaturally reinstated" through divine intervention
· L.W.: Prophesied a "God-ordained reversal" of the election results
· L.P.: Claimed angels were actively working to expose "massive election fraud"
· Outcomes:
· No supernatural intervention occurred
· No election results were reversed
· No credible evidence of widespread fraud was found
· Pattern: Continued to claim spiritual warfare and divine intervention without any verifiable results
[bookmark: _heading=h.6mx9x7514mej]Group of Prophets
· Timestamp: Nov 2020–Jan 2021
· Prophecy: Specific deadline prophecies such as a "December miracle," "January 6 breakthrough," or reversal before inauguration
· Outcome: None of the quoted deadlines produced reversal or restoration
[bookmark: _heading=h.8prdin31x9bb]II. DEATH / JUDGMENT PROPHECIES
[bookmark: _heading=h.kfk2kb9t09rw]M.H.
· Timestamp: Late 2020
· Prophecy: Vision of Joe Biden dead in a coffin with wording suggesting his presidency would end in death
· Outcome: Joe Biden lived, entered office, and completed the term
[bookmark: _heading=h.w8xcryo7ix0n]A.G.
· Timestamp: 2021
· Prophecy: Dr. Anthony Fauci would die from COVID as divine judgment
· Outcome: Fauci remained alive; COVID did not cause his death
[bookmark: _heading=h.ypduhuc6fcxh]Multiple Voices
· Timestamp: 2020–2022
· Prophecies: Predictions that various political leaders were secretly already dead or would soon die
· Outcomes: Everyone prophesied about remained alive and active; no substantiated deaths matching those claims
[bookmark: _heading=h.btu9k36pru6f]III. COVID-RELATED PROPHECIES
[bookmark: _heading=h.a6gne4z92a11]K.C.
· Timestamp: Early 2020
· Prophecy: COVID-19 would disappear suddenly as quickly as it came
· Outcome: Pandemic persisted for years and remains active globally
[bookmark: _heading=h.p2cydhsferki]C.B.
· Timestamp: 2020
· Prophecy: Certain regions/churches would be protected by God from COVID infection
· Outcome: COVID spread globally, including among church communities
[bookmark: _heading=h.uxde26esgk9z]IV. WEALTH TRANSFER & POLITICAL RESET PROPHECIES
[bookmark: _heading=h.skt9vdg7yhav]J.G. & A.G.
· Timestamp: 2021
· Prophecies:
· Massive wealth transfer from the wicked to the righteous
· National debt cancellation and miraculous financial restitution tied to political restoration
· Believers would receive supernatural financial breakthrough following election overturn
· Outcome: None occurred; legal and constitutional processes continued unchanged
[bookmark: _heading=h.y7mvvodjftuf]Kingdom Finance Prophecies
· Timestamp: 2020-2022
· Prophet K.M.
· Prophecy: "A trillion-dollar wealth transfer is coming to God's people. Believers will supernaturally receive mortgage cancellations and debt erasure."
· Outcome: No widespread debt cancellations occurred; personal financial struggles continued
· Prophet D.S.
· Timestamp: Late 2021
· Prophecy: "God is repositioning the financial markets. Believers will see supernatural stock market gains that will fund the kingdom."
· Outcome: No extraordinary market movements benefiting specific Christian investors materialized
· Prophet R.H.
· Timestamp: 2022
· Prophecy: "A great wealth transfer is imminent. Gold and silver prices will dramatically shift, transferring wealth from corrupt systems to kingdom investors."
· Outcome: Precious metal markets remained stable; no supernatural financial redistribution occurred
· Prophet L.W.
· Timestamp: Early 2023
· Outcome: No supernatural economic miracles occurred; financial challenges persisted for believers
[bookmark: _heading=h.edom55kxlh6u]V. EXPOSURE & SECRET INTEL PROPHECIES
[bookmark: _heading=h.dgbb9t3437e2]R.B.
· Timestamp: Post-2020
· Prophecy: God would release hidden files proving fraud and corruption in government almost immediately
· Outcome: No such files were released
[bookmark: _heading=h.mkpj57u6sfos]J.E. / A.G.
· Timestamp: Post-2020
· Prophecy: Hidden intel would be exposed proving fraud, reversing elections
· Outcome: No revelation occurred
[bookmark: _heading=h.yuemy47j8ga]Sources You Can Reference in Manuscript
· Over fifty charismatic prophets publicly predicted Trump's reelection and related outcomes in 2020
[bookmark: _heading=h.gyw5rzpurrme]APPENDIX E: Resources for Further Study
[bookmark: _heading=h.ewltrfj7eumu]A Word About These Resources
As you continue your journey toward biblical discernment and healing, you may find it helpful to have additional resources that can support your growth. This is not an exhaustive list, and I don't claim that these are the only good resources available. Rather, these are carefully selected tools that I believe can help you as you rebuild your faith on the solid foundation of Scripture.
A few important notes:
First, listing a resource here does not mean I endorse everything that ministry, author, or organization teaches. No human teacher is perfect, and we must always test everything against Scripture (1 Thessalonians 5:21). These resources generally align with sound biblical doctrine and have proven helpful to many believers, but you should still approach them with discernment.
Second, this list is meant to be a starting point, not a comprehensive guide. The Holy Spirit will lead you to the resources that are most helpful for your specific situation and season of growth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bnd436law70u]1. Books on Discernment and Testing Teachings
These books will help you develop biblical discernment and learn how to test what you hear against Scripture:
"Knowing Scripture" by R.C. Sproul
A practical guide to understanding how to read and interpret the Bible correctly. This book will help you develop the skills needed to study Scripture for yourself.
"Scripture Alone: Exploring the Bible's Accuracy, Authority, and Authenticity" by James R. White
An excellent resource on the sufficiency and authority of Scripture, helping readers understand why God's Word is all we need.
"The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment" by Tim Challies
A biblical approach to developing discernment in all areas of life, with practical guidance on how to evaluate teachings, practices, and cultural trends.
"Testing the Spirits: How to Interpret Prophecy" by Graham A. Cole
A biblical and theological examination of how to test prophetic claims according to Scripture.
"Truth Matters: Confident Faith in a Confusing World" by Andreas J. Köstenberger, Darrell L. Bock, and Josh Chatraw
Helps believers understand the importance of sound doctrine and how to identify false teaching.
"The Gospel According to Jesus" by John MacArthur
A clear explanation of the true gospel message and how it differs from distorted versions that add requirements or remove the call to repentance.
"Knowing Scripture" by R.C. Sproul
A practical guide to understanding how to read and interpret the Bible correctly. This book will help you develop the skills needed to study Scripture for yourself.
"Scripture Alone: Exploring the Bible's Accuracy, Authority, and Authenticity" by James R. White
An excellent resource on the sufficiency and authority of Scripture, helping readers understand why God's Word is all we need.
"The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment" by Tim Challies
A biblical approach to developing discernment in all areas of life, with practical guidance on how to evaluate teachings, practices, and cultural trends.
"Testing the Spirits: How to Interpret Prophecy" by Graham A. Cole
A biblical and theological examination of how to test prophetic claims according to Scripture.
These ministries and resources provide sound biblical teaching that can help you grow in your understanding of God's Word:
Bible Study Websites and Apps:
· Bible Gateway (biblegateway.com) - Free access to multiple Bible translations, including NIV, with search tools and reading plans
· Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org) - Free Bible study tools including commentaries, concordances, and original language resources
· ESV.org - Free access to the ESV translation with study notes and resources
Sound Teaching Ministries:
· Ligonier Ministries (ligonier.org) - R.C. Sproul's teaching ministry, offering articles, podcasts, and resources on systematic theology and biblical doctrine
· The Gospel Coalition (thegospelcoalition.org) - Articles, podcasts, and resources from various Reformed pastors and teachers
· Desiring God (desiringgod.org) - John Piper's ministry, with sermons, articles, and resources focused on God-centered living
· Grace to You (gty.org) - John MacArthur's teaching ministry, with verse-by-verse Bible teaching and doctrinal resources
Podcasts for Biblical Teaching:
· Renewing Your Mind (R.C. Sproul)
· The Bible Project Podcast (Tim Mackie and Jon Collins)
· Ask Pastor John (John Piper)
· Core Christianity (Adriel Sanchez and Bill Maier)
Note: While these resources are generally sound, remember to test everything you hear against Scripture. No teacher is infallible.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8qcytec9kr63]3. Resources for Spiritual Abuse Recovery
If you've experienced spiritual abuse or manipulation, these organizations and resources can help you find healing and support:
The Spiritual Abuse Survivor Blogs Network (SASBN)
A collection of blogs written by survivors of spiritual abuse, offering validation, education, and community for those recovering from toxic church environments.
"The Subtle Power of Spiritual Abuse" by David Johnson and Jeff VanVonderen
A foundational book on recognizing and recovering from spiritual abuse, written by counselors who specialize in this area.
"Healing Spiritual Abuse" by Ken Blue
A compassionate guide to understanding spiritual abuse and finding healing through God's grace.
"Churches That Abuse" by Ronald Enroth
An examination of the characteristics of abusive church systems and how to recognize warning signs.
Counseling Resources:
· Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation (ccef.org) - Offers biblical counseling resources and can help you find a counselor in your area
· Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (biblicalcounseling.com) - Directory of certified biblical counselors
· Focus on the Family Counseling (focusonthefamily.com/get-help/counseling-services-and-referrals) - Free consultation and counselor referrals
Support Communities:
· Many local churches offer recovery groups or support groups for those healing from spiritual trauma
· Online forums and support groups exist for survivors of spiritual abuse (use discernment when engaging online)
Important Note: If you're experiencing severe trauma, depression, or thoughts of self-harm, please seek professional help immediately. There is no shame in seeking counseling or medical care. God often works through trained professionals to bring healing.
[bookmark: _heading=h.d8jzts14wv02]4. Bible Study Tools
These tools will help you study Scripture more deeply and understand it in its proper context:
Study Bibles:
· ESV Study Bible - Comprehensive notes, maps, charts, and articles
· NIV Study Bible - Helpful notes and cross-references in the NIV translation
· MacArthur Study Bible - Verse-by-verse notes with a focus on clear biblical interpretation
Commentaries:
· Matthew Henry's Commentary - Classic devotional commentary covering the entire Bible
· The Bible Knowledge Commentary (Old and New Testament volumes) - Clear, accessible commentary from Dallas Theological Seminary faculty
· Tyndale Commentary Series - Scholarly yet readable commentaries on individual books of the Bible
· The New Bible Commentary - One-volume commentary covering the entire Bible
Bible Software and Apps:
· Logos Bible Software - Professional-level Bible study software (paid, but offers free versions with limited features)
· Accordance Bible Software - Another excellent option for in-depth Bible study
· YouVersion Bible App - Free mobile app with multiple translations, reading plans, and devotionals
· Olive Tree Bible App - Free app with option to purchase study resources
Concordances and Lexicons:
· Strong's Exhaustive Concordance - Helps you find every occurrence of a word in Scripture
· Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary - Explains the meaning of biblical words in their original languages
· Online resources like Blue Letter Bible offer free access to Strong's and other lexicons
Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias:
· Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary - Comprehensive reference with photos and illustrations
· New Bible Dictionary - Scholarly yet accessible reference work
· Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible - Five-volume comprehensive reference
Systematic Theology Resources:
· "Systematic Theology" by Wayne Grudem - Comprehensive and accessible introduction to Christian doctrine
· "Christian Theology" by Millard Erickson - Another excellent systematic theology text
· "Concise Theology" by J.I. Packer - Brief, clear explanations of key doctrines
[bookmark: _heading=h.t5ginxy9jejx]How to Use These Resources Wisely
As you explore these resources, here are a few principles to keep in mind:
1. Scripture First, Always
No commentary, study Bible, or teaching resource should replace your own reading of God's Word. Use these tools to supplement and deepen your understanding, but always start with Scripture itself.
2. Compare and Test
Don't rely on just one teacher or resource. Compare what you're learning with other sound teachers and, most importantly, with Scripture itself. If something doesn't align with God's Word, set it aside.
3. Pray for Wisdom
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study. He is your ultimate teacher, and He will lead you into truth (John 16:13).
4. Be Patient with Yourself
Rebuilding your biblical foundation takes time. Don't feel pressured to read everything at once or to become an expert overnight. Growth is a process, and God is patient with you.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.x8vtj1ekzukh]Introduction: Discovering the Pattern
I'll never forget the moment I realized that Matthew and Luke give us two different genealogies of Jesus. I was sitting in my living room, Bible open, trying to understand why the lists of names didn't match. At first, it felt like a problem, like maybe there was a contradiction I needed to explain away.
But as I dug deeper, I discovered something beautiful. These aren't contradictory accounts. They're complementary portraits of who Jesus is and what He came to accomplish. Matthew shows us Jesus as the royal heir of David, the King who has the legal right to sit on David's throne. Luke shows us Jesus as the Son of Man, the true human who represents all humanity before God.
And here's what stunned me: the structure of these genealogies reveals the exact relationship between Israel and the Church. Israel was called to be God's royal, covenant people, a nation set apart to display God's glory to the world. The Church is God's spiritual, familial people, a family drawn from every nation, united not by bloodline but by faith in Christ.
This distinction protects us from two dangerous errors:
1. Replacement theology (the idea that the Church has replaced Israel and inherited all of Israel's promises)
2. Dual covenant theology (the idea that Israel and the Church are two separate peoples with two separate paths to God)
The truth is more beautiful than either of those extremes. Israel and the Church are distinct, but they're part of the same redemptive story. And the genealogies of Jesus show us exactly how.
Let me walk you through what I discovered.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gt0rbflihera]PART I: The Genealogy of Matthew, The Royal Heir of David
[bookmark: _heading=h.llwd2x65hbk6]Matthew's Purpose: Proving Jesus Is the Rightful King
Matthew wrote his Gospel primarily to a Jewish audience. His goal was to demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah, the promised King from the line of David. That's why his genealogy begins with Abraham and moves forward through Israel's history, highlighting the royal line.
Matthew 1:1 (NIV):
"This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham."
Notice the order: David first, then Abraham. Matthew is emphasizing Jesus's royal credentials right from the start. He's saying, "This is the King you've been waiting for."
[bookmark: _heading=h.lrf2azj9oyj5]The Structure: Three Sets of Fourteen Generations
Matthew organizes the genealogy into three groups of fourteen generations:
Matthew 1:17 (NIV):
"Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah."
Why fourteen? In Hebrew, the name "David" (דָּוִד) has a numerical value of 14 (D=4, V=6, D=4). By structuring the genealogy this way, Matthew is saying, "Jesus is the ultimate David. He is the fulfillment of everything David represented."
The three sections also represent three major phases of Israel's history:
1. Abraham to David: The establishment of the covenant and the kingdom
2. David to the Exile: The glory and failure of the monarchy
3. Exile to the Messiah: The period of waiting and longing for restoration
Jesus is the climax of this entire story. He is the King who will finally and fully establish God's kingdom.
[bookmark: _heading=h.th9grk98q2ug]Joseph's Line: The Legal Right to the Throne
Matthew traces the genealogy through Joseph, Jesus's legal (though not biological) father. This is crucial because in Jewish culture, inheritance and legal rights passed through the father's line.
Matthew 1:16 (NIV):
"and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah."
Notice the careful wording. Matthew doesn't say Joseph was the father of Jesus. He says Joseph was "the husband of Mary," and Mary was the mother of Jesus. This preserves the virgin birth while also establishing Jesus's legal claim to David's throne through Joseph's lineage.
Joseph's line goes through Solomon, David's son who actually sat on the throne and built the temple. This is the royal line, the line of kings.
Matthew 1:6-7 (NIV):
"and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam..."
[bookmark: _heading=h.uv6rygjjfz7j]The Problem: Jeconiah's Curse
But here's where it gets complicated. Matthew's genealogy includes a king named Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin or Coniah), and this king was under a curse from God.
Jeremiah 22:24-30 (NIV):
"'As surely as I live,' declares the LORD, 'even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off. I will deliver you into the hands of those who want to kill you, those you fear, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and the Babylonians. I will hurl you and the mother who gave you birth into another country, where neither of you was born, and there you both will die. You will never come back to the land you long to return to.'
Is this man Jehoiachin a despised, broken pot, an object no one wants? Why will he and his children be hurled out, cast into a land they do not know? O land, land, land, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the LORD says: 'Record this man as if childless, a man who will not prosper in his lifetime, for none of his offspring will prosper, none will sit on the throne of David or rule anymore in Judah.'"
This is a devastating curse. God declares that none of Jeconiah's descendants will ever sit on David's throne. And yet, Joseph, Jesus's legal father, is a descendant of Jeconiah.
Matthew 1:11-12 (NIV):
"and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. After the exile: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel..."
So here's the dilemma: Jesus has the legal right to the throne through Joseph's line, but that line is under a curse. If Jesus were Joseph's biological son, He would be disqualified from the throne.
This is where the virgin birth becomes absolutely essential. Jesus is not Joseph's biological son, so the curse doesn't apply to Him. But He is Joseph's legal son, so He has the legal right to the throne.
The virgin birth solves the problem. Jesus bypasses the curse while maintaining the legal claim.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bsrv4ixb37b]Matthew's Audience: Jewish Believers
Matthew wrote to Jewish Christians who needed to understand how Jesus could be the Messiah when His genealogy included a cursed king. Matthew's answer is brilliant: Jesus is the legal heir through Joseph, but He's not under the curse because He's not Joseph's biological son. He's the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit.
This genealogy proves that Jesus is the rightful King of Israel. He has the legal credentials. He is the heir of David's throne. And Jeconiah's curse does not disqualify him.
[bookmark: _heading=h.m0nkusj9zyb1]PART II: The Genealogy of Luke, The Son of Man
[bookmark: _heading=h.782zq8z9eq42]Luke's Purpose: Showing Jesus as the Representative of All Humanity
Luke wrote his Gospel to a primarily Gentile audience. His goal was to show that Jesus came not just for Israel, but for all people. That's why his genealogy is structured differently from Matthew's.
Luke 3:23 (NIV):
"Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli..."
Luke traces the genealogy backward, from Jesus all the way to Adam and ultimately to God. This structure emphasizes Jesus's connection to all humanity, not just to Israel.
Luke 3:38 (NIV):
"the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God."
By tracing Jesus's lineage back to Adam, Luke is saying, "Jesus is the new Adam. He is the true human who will succeed where the first Adam failed."
[bookmark: _heading=h.1xhv2ffjfy40]Mary's Lineage: The Biological Descent
While Matthew traces the genealogy through Joseph (the legal line), Luke traces it through Mary (the biological line). This is why the names in the two genealogies differ.
Luke's genealogy goes through Heli, who was Mary's father. In Jewish culture, when a man had no sons, his daughter's husband could be considered his son for genealogical purposes. So Joseph is listed as "the son of Heli" because he was Heli's son-in-law.
This means Luke is actually giving us Mary's genealogy, showing Jesus's biological descent from David through Mary.
[bookmark: _heading=h.57cyzcyman2w]Nathan, Not Solomon
Here's another key difference: Luke's genealogy goes through Nathan, another son of David, not through Solomon.
Luke 3:31 (NIV):
"the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David..."
Nathan was David's son, but he was never a king. He wasn't part of the royal line. This is the family line, not the royal line.
Why does this matter? Because Mary's line doesn't go through Jeconiah. It bypasses the curse entirely. Jesus is biologically descended from David through a line that was never cursed.
So Jesus has:
· The legal right to the throne through Joseph's line (the royal line through Solomon)
· The biological descent from David through Mary's line (the family line through Nathan)
· No curse because He's not Joseph's biological son and Mary's line doesn't include Jeconiah
This is brilliant. God orchestrated the genealogies so that Jesus would have every credential necessary to be the Messiah, with no disqualifications.
[bookmark: _heading=h.i5tw3dswwlt4]Luke's Audience: Gentile Believers
Luke wrote to Gentiles who needed to understand that Jesus came for all people, not just for Israel. By tracing Jesus's genealogy back to Adam, Luke shows that Jesus is the Savior of the world. He represents all humanity, not just one nation.
This is the gospel in genealogical form. Jesus is the King of Israel (Matthew), and He is the Savior of the world (Luke).
[bookmark: _heading=h.7cwkknzhlvql]PART III: Harmonizing the Genealogies, Complementary, Not Contradictory
[bookmark: _heading=h.hmg0dxs8b7b0]Two Perspectives on the Same Person
The two genealogies aren't contradictory. They're complementary. They give us two different perspectives on who Jesus is:
	Matthew's Genealogy
	Luke's Genealogy

	Legal line (through Joseph)
	Biological line (through Mary)

	Royal descent (through Solomon)
	Family descent (through Nathan)

	Forward (Abraham to Jesus)
	Backward (Jesus to Adam)

	Emphasizes Jesus as King of Israel
	Emphasizes Jesus as Son of Man

	Written to Jews
	Written to Gentiles


Both are true. Both are necessary. Together, they give us the full picture of who Jesus is.
[bookmark: _heading=h.rm2qszhqdkzy]Theological Implications
This dual genealogy reveals something profound about God's redemptive plan:
1. Jesus is fully qualified to be the Messiah.
He has the legal right to David's throne (through Joseph) and the biological descent from David (through Mary). He fulfills every requirement.
2. Jesus is both King and Representative.
He is the King of Israel (Matthew) and the representative of all humanity (Luke). He came to establish God's kingdom and to save the world.
3. The virgin birth is essential.
Without the virgin birth, Jesus would either be disqualified by Jeconiah's curse (if He were Joseph's biological son) or He wouldn't have the legal right to the throne (if Joseph weren't His legal father). The virgin birth solves both problems.
4. God's plan is meticulous.
God didn't just randomly choose a virgin to bear His Son. He orchestrated the genealogies over centuries so that Jesus would have the exact credentials necessary to be the Messiah. This shows God's sovereignty and His attention to detail.
[bookmark: _heading=h.l58868jprwk7]PART IV: Israel as the Royal, Covenant People
Now that we understand the two genealogies, we can see how they reveal the relationship between Israel and the Church.
Matthew's genealogy (the royal line) represents Israel's calling. God chose Israel to be His royal, covenant people, a nation set apart to display His glory to the world.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hz50bbnjqct5]The Call of Abraham
God's covenant with Abraham established Israel as a distinct nation with a unique role in God's plan.
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV):
"The LORD had said to Abram, 'Go from your country, your people and your father's household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.'"
Notice the dual focus:
· God will make Abraham into a great nation (Israel's particular calling)
· Through Abraham, all peoples on earth will be blessed (the universal scope)
Israel was chosen not for their own sake alone, but to be a blessing to the nations. They were the royal people through whom God would reveal Himself to the world.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mxjrafv1iq2w]The Davidic Covenant
God's covenant with David established the royal line, the promise that a descendant of David would reign forever.
2 Samuel 7:12-16 (NIV):
"When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever."
This covenant promised a king from David's line who would reign forever. That king is Jesus. He is the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant.
[bookmark: _heading=h.40fhnqx4zfhr]Israel as God's Firstborn Son
God called Israel His "firstborn son," a title that carries royal and covenantal significance.
Exodus 4:22-23 (NIV):
"Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.'"
The term "firstborn" doesn't just mean "first in time." In the ancient world, the firstborn son had a special status. He received the inheritance, the blessing, and the responsibility to carry on the family name. He represented the family.
Israel was called to be God's representative people, the nation that would display His character and His glory to the world.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fck73046t2u5]Israel's Royal Function
Israel's calling was royal in nature. They were meant to be:
· A kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:6)
· A light to the nations (Isaiah 49:6)
· A people who would display God's glory (Isaiah 43:7)
This was their unique, covenantal role. No other nation had this calling. Israel was set apart for this purpose.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tj4xr85u19eo]PART V: The Church as the Spiritual, Familial People of God
Luke's genealogy (the family line) represents the Church's identity. The Church is not a nation. It's a family, a spiritual family drawn from every nation, united not by bloodline but by faith in Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.s1o4hn42ra48]Family of God Language
The New Testament consistently describes believers as God's children, not as a nation.
John 1:12-13 (NIV):
"Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God."
Notice the contrast: believers are born of God, not of natural descent. Our identity as God's children comes through spiritual birth, not through bloodline.
Galatians 3:26 (NIV):
"So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith."
We are children of God through faith in Christ. This is a family relationship, not a national identity.
[bookmark: _heading=h.iyzwgvdbve2b]Spiritual Birth, Not Bloodline
The Church is not defined by ethnicity or nationality. It's defined by spiritual birth.
1 Peter 1:23 (NIV):
"For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God."
This is the new birth Jesus spoke about in John 3. It's a spiritual birth that transcends all ethnic and national boundaries.
Galatians 3:28-29 (NIV):
"There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."
In Christ, ethnic distinctions don't define us. We are one family, united by faith.
[bookmark: _heading=h.klbby4jtwh2q]Gentiles Grafted into the Olive Tree
Paul uses the metaphor of an olive tree to describe the relationship between Israel and the Church.
Romans 11:17-18 (NIV):
"If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you."
Gentile believers are grafted into the olive tree. We're not replacing Israel. We're being included in God's people. The root (Israel's patriarchs and covenant) supports us. We're beneficiaries of God's covenant faithfulness to Israel.
[bookmark: _heading=h.8og6ec247ws6]A Royal Priesthood
Here's where it gets beautiful. While the Church is not a nation, we are called a "royal priesthood."
1 Peter 2:9 (NIV):
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."
Notice the language: "royal priesthood," "holy nation." Peter is using Israel's language to describe the Church. But he's not saying the Church is Israel. He's saying the Church shares in the same calling, to display God's glory and to be His representatives in the world.
The difference is this:
· Israel was a national, ethnic people with a royal calling
· The Church is a spiritual, multi-ethnic family with a priestly calling
Both are God's people. Both have a mission. But they're distinct in nature and function.
[bookmark: _heading=h.38d4lo1pgipt]PART VI: Typology, Understanding the Relationship Between Israel and the Church
This is where everything comes together. The relationship between Israel and the Church is best understood through typology.
[bookmark: _heading=h.5c781php5xzy]What Is Typology?
Typology is a way of reading Scripture that recognizes patterns and connections between the Old Testament and the New Testament. A "type" is a person, event, or institution in the Old Testament that foreshadows or points forward to something greater in the New Testament (the "antitype").
For example:
· Adam is a type of Christ (Romans 5:14). Adam was the first man; Christ is the "last Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:45).
· The Passover lamb is a type of Christ (1 Corinthians 5:7). The lamb's blood saved Israel from death; Christ's blood saved us from sin.
· The tabernacle is a type of Christ (John 1:14). God's presence dwelt in the tabernacle; God's presence dwells in Christ.
Typology doesn't mean the Old Testament type is unimportant or that it's "replaced." It means the type was always pointing forward to something greater.
[bookmark: _heading=h.163dre3u4mtr]Israel as Type, the Church as Antitype
Israel is a type of the Church. Israel's story foreshadows the Church's story. But the Church is not a replacement for Israel. The Church is the fulfillment of what Israel's story was pointing toward.
Here's how the pattern works:
	Israel (Type)
	The Church (Antitype)

	Called out of Egypt (Exodus)
	Called out of darkness (1 Peter 2:9)

	Passed through the Red Sea (Exodus 14)
	Baptized into Christ (1 Corinthians 10:1-2)

	Received the Law at Sinai (Exodus 19-20)
	Received the Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2)

	Wandered in the wilderness (Numbers)
	Lives as exiles in the world (1 Peter 1:1)

	Entered the Promised Land (Joshua)
	Will enter the New Creation (Revelation 21-22)


Do you see the pattern? The Church's story echoes Israel's story. But the Church's story is greater because it's fulfilled in Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xvg5gnbyrvzf]Christ as the True Israel
Here's the key: Jesus Himself is the true Israel. He is the faithful Israelite who succeeded where Israel failed.
Matthew 2:15 (NIV):
"where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: 'Out of Egypt I called my son.'"
Matthew is quoting Hosea 11:1, which originally referred to Israel coming out of Egypt. But Matthew applies it to Jesus. Why? Because Jesus is the true Israel. He is the faithful Son who perfectly obeyed the Father.
Isaiah 49:3 (NIV):
"He said to me, 'You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my glory.'"
This verse is part of the Servant Songs in Isaiah. The Servant is called "Israel," but the Servant is also distinct from the nation of Israel. The Servant is the one who will restore Israel and be a light to the nations.
Jesus is that Servant. He is the true Israel who fulfills Israel's calling.
[bookmark: _heading=h.37sz5hxdfoh1]Escalation in Typology
This doesn't diminish the type. It shows that the type was always pointing forward to something greater.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pnzqagj1er]Israel's Ongoing Role
Here's what's crucial: recognizing the Church as the antitype doesn't mean Israel's story is over. Paul makes this clear in Romans 9-11.
Romans 11:1-2 (NIV):
"I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew."
God has not rejected Israel. His covenant with them is still in effect. And Paul says that one day, "all Israel will be saved" (Romans 11:26).
So the relationship between Israel and the Church is not a replacement. It's fulfillment and continuation. Israel's story continues, and the Church's story is grafted into Israel's story through Christ.
[bookmark: _heading=h.9ec7wlrzqz7]Conclusion: The Genealogies and the Gospel
The two genealogies of Jesus reveal the heart of the gospel:
Matthew's genealogy shows us that Jesus is the King of Israel, the fulfillment of God's covenant with Abraham and David. He is the royal heir who has the right to sit on David's throne forever.
Luke's genealogy shows us that Jesus is the Son of Man, the representative of all humanity. He is the new Adam who succeeds where the first Adam failed. He is the Savior of the world.
Together, these genealogies show us that Jesus is both:
· The particular Messiah of Israel
· The universal Savior of the world
And this dual identity reveals the relationship between Israel and the Church:
· Israel is the royal, covenant people through whom God revealed Himself and brought the Messiah into the world
· The Church is the spiritual, familial people drawn from every nation, united by faith in that Messiah
We don't replace Israel. We're grafted into their story. We're beneficiaries of God's faithfulness to them. And together, Israel and the Church, we point forward to the day when God will unite all things in Christ.
Ephesians 1:9-10 (NIV):
"He made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment, to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ."
That's the goal. That's where the story is heading. And the genealogies of Jesus show us how God is getting us there.
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