[bookmark: _t7l3pvpnmic0]Chapter 1 – The Philippines Reality Check
The Philippines is one of the most beautiful countries in the world.

It’s also one of the most misunderstood.
A lot of people arrive here with expectations shaped by Instagram and YouTube — and that’s where things can go wrong.
[bookmark: _gbj9c08aa2lj]What People Romanticize
From social media, you might expect:
· empty beaches everywhere

· smooth island hopping

· perfect weather

· cheap everything

That version exists sometimes.
 Just not all the time — and not without effort.
[bookmark: _7aa9md8m2s5f]The Reality (Honest Version)
Here’s what you should actually expect:
· Travel takes time
 Distances look short on the map. They’re not. Getting from one island to another often takes a full day.

· Delays are normal
 Flights, ferries, tours — things change. Buffer days aren’t a luxury here, they’re survival.

· Infrastructure is uneven
 Some places feel developed. Others don’t. That’s part of the charm and part of the challenge.

· Weather changes plans
 Wind and rain can cancel boats and flights. Flexibility isn’t optional — it’s essential.

[bookmark: _ezl030eyc915]What Will Frustrate You (At Least Once)
At some point, you’ll deal with:
· waiting around

· unclear information

· last-minute plan changes

· inefficiency

If you fight this, you’ll hate the trip.
 If you accept it, something shifts — and the country starts giving back.
[bookmark: _2drxmyvnbi6y]Why It’s Still Worth It
Despite the chaos, delays, and imperfections, the Philippines offers something that’s becoming rare.
The people.
Filipinos are, without exaggeration, some of the kindest people I’ve ever met.
 You’ll be called sir or ma’am everywhere. People help without expecting anything back. Hospitality isn’t a performance — it’s just how things are done.
It’s one of the few places where kindness still feels genuine, not transactional.
Then there’s the landscape.
Jungle-covered mountains. Limestone cliffs rising straight out of the sea. Water so clear it doesn’t look real. Beaches that still feel untouched. Sunsets that stop conversations mid-sentence.
And beyond all of that, there’s a feeling that’s harder to explain — freedom.
The Philippines doesn’t feel over-managed or overly polished. It feels raw, open, alive.
 If you loosen your grip a little, it gives a lot back.
It does ask for one thing in return: patience.
[bookmark: _5wn8hsui24ih]Safety (Common Sense, Not Fear)
The Philippines is generally very safe for travelers.
Violent crime against tourists is rare. When things do go wrong — lost items, misunderstandings, minor theft — it’s far more often caused by other travelers, not locals.
Filipinos are largely Catholic, community-oriented, and deeply respectful. Stealing isn’t common, and locals are often protective toward visitors.
That said, common sense still applies:
· avoid flashing valuables

· be careful late at night in big cities

· don’t get overly drunk in unfamiliar places

Most “bad experiences” come from poor decisions, not danger.
 If you’ve traveled elsewhere in Southeast Asia, nothing here will shock you.
[bookmark: _re6nn1rfshcm]A Note on Weather (Very Important)
The Philippines sits on a typhoon route.
That doesn’t mean it’s constantly dangerous — but it does mean weather matters more here than in many other countries.
Typhoons can:
· appear unexpectedly in certain seasons

· cancel ferries and flights

· force last-minute changes

You can’t always predict them perfectly. You can’t always avoid them.
 But with good timing and the right mindset, they’re manageable.
This guide will show you when weather matters and how to plan around it — instead of ignoring it and hoping for the best.
[bookmark: _yk56azi6en5]
[bookmark: _gcec9canbqhj]
[bookmark: _n8mnym0mmlw]CHAPTER 2
[bookmark: _3wn5w97zwlsv]When to Go (Weather Without the Bullsh*t)
Most people don’t ruin their Philippines trip because they chose the wrong islands.
 They ruin it because they ignored the weather.
Let’s clear that up properly.
[bookmark: _dwmy5a6u7o95]The Two Main Seasons (Simple Version)
You’ll hear this everywhere:
· Dry season: roughly December → April

· Wet season: roughly May → November

That’s technically true — but it’s not the full story.
[bookmark: _p1uxj9521d5j]The Actual Reality of Weather
Here’s what weather in the Philippines really looks like:
· Rain usually comes in short, heavy bursts, not all-day misery

· Some islands handle rain way better than others

· Typhoons are real — but they’re not random chaos if you plan properly

Most people hear “wet season” and imagine constant rain.
 That’s not how it works.
[bookmark: _xicjs37unchu]Best Months Overall (Safest Choice)
If you want the least stress and the fewest surprises:
 → January to April
This usually means:
· stable weather

· calm seas

· better visibility for boats and diving

· fewer cancellations

It’s the easiest time to travel — especially if this is your first trip.
[bookmark: _x2e29kq2bcg2]Shoulder Season (Underrated Sweet Spot)
If you want good weather and better value:
 → November
 → April to early May
Why these months work:
· fewer crowds

· slightly lower prices

· mostly solid weather

Yes, there’s a bit more risk — but nothing dramatic if you stay flexible.
[bookmark: _h3tsp7js0wfx]Months to Be Careful With
→ July to September
This is when:
· rain is heavier

· typhoon risk is higher

· ferries and flights are more likely to change

Can you still travel? Yes.
 Should you stack tight plans and transfers? Absolutely not.
If you travel during these months, flexibility is non-negotiable.
[bookmark: _n7q8xgkclako]Regional Differences (This Matters)
The Philippines is not one weather system.
For example:
· Siargao has a different rain and surf pattern

· Palawan can be calm while other regions aren’t

· Cebu is often more forgiving year-round

This is why blanket advice online is useless.
 This guide will point out where weather matters and where it doesn’t.
[bookmark: _8qvo67iq97xd]Final Word on Timing
Be honest with yourself:
· Short trip? → pick safer months

· Flexible and adventurous? → shoulder season can be incredible

· Hate uncertainty? → avoid peak rainy months

Weather doesn’t ruin trips.
 Rigid plans do.
[bookmark: _8g21w5bpc3ox]
[bookmark: _52axxvralb24]
[bookmark: _l86jqe1kabf5]
[bookmark: _k0ekv418qq26]CHAPTER 3
[bookmark: _e0uyn6ezqxoz]Flying to the Philippines (Cheap & Smart, Not Exhausting)
Flying to the Philippines doesn’t have to be complicated.
 But it’s very easy to make it way more tiring or expensive than it needs to be if you don’t understand a few basics.
This chapter isn’t about secret hacks.
 It’s about making smart choices that fit your route, your budget, and your energy.
[bookmark: _vw4eerp3j6lq]Where to Fly Into (Manila vs Cebu)
If someone asks me where they should fly into, my default answer is simple:
 → Manila
Manila is almost always the cheapest international entry point, especially if you’re flying from:
· Europe

· the UK

· the US

You usually get more flight options and better prices.
That said — it depends where you’re coming from.
If you’re already in Southeast Asia (for example):
· Bangkok

· Kuala Lumpur

· Bali

Then flying straight into Cebu can make more sense. There are often cheap, direct flights, and you skip the extra domestic hop from Manila.
Simple rule:
· Long-haul from Europe / US → Manila

· Already in SE Asia → check Cebu first

Personally, I’ve always entered through Manila and then moved on to the islands. Other airports exist (like Clark), but I don’t recommend them unless you know exactly why you’re using them.
[bookmark: _n26t4zoiifwr]How I Actually Search for Flights
I keep it simple.
My go-to tools:
· Kayak

· Skyscanner

I usually check both.
One small thing that sometimes helps:
 Prices can differ depending on:
· phone vs computer

· country version of the site (for example: kayak.no)

It doesn’t always work — but when prices look high, it’s worth checking.
[bookmark: _8qydl7xa7umx]Dates: Fixed vs Flexible
If I have to be somewhere on a specific date, I search exact dates.
If I’m flexible, I use:
· ± 2–3 days

· month view

Those green / orange / red indicators actually matter.
 I’ve often adjusted travel dates just to hit the cheapest window.
[bookmark: _zh9mfkfesdr3]How I Search Routes
I usually search city → city.
If prices are bad, I zoom out:
· city → country

· region → region

Sometimes searching something like “Bangkok → Philippines” instead of a specific city shows cheaper combinations you wouldn’t otherwise see.
[bookmark: _who04kwdjopl]Long-Haul Routes: Cheap vs Comfortable
I’m a budget traveler — but I still care about comfort.
From Europe or the US, some of the best routes I’ve found are through:
· Doha

· Abu Dhabi

· Dubai

· Istanbul

· Taipei

· Tokyo

Middle Eastern hubs in particular are efficient and well run.
I’ve also done split routes, for example:
 Europe → Middle East → Bangkok
 then Bangkok → Philippines with a low-cost airline
This can be cheaper — but it needs more planning.
[bookmark: _e0tw7pvk8byt]Layovers: My Personal Preference
I personally prefer:
 → one longer layover
 instead of
 → two short, stressful ones
I’m fine with long or even overnight layovers. If it’s 8–16 hours, I’ll often leave the airport and explore the city.
If you’re flying on one ticket with airlines like:
· Qatar Airways

· Etihad

· Emirates

· Turkish Airlines

· Air Arabia

· Air China

Your checked luggage is usually transferred automatically, so you can exit the airport without worrying about bags.
Not everyone enjoys this style — but it can turn a brutal journey into a mini experience instead of pure exhaustion.
[bookmark: _ipienv72ucd0]When Paying More Is Worth It
I’ll happily save $100–300 if it only adds a few hours.
But I do draw a line.
Example:
 I once chose between:
· Air India (cheaper)

· Etihad (slightly more expensive)

I paid more for Etihad. Better seats, better food, better experience.
On long-haul flights, airline quality matters.
 Arriving exhausted can ruin the first days of your trip.
[bookmark: _uczlg05p6zfu]Baggage: Where People Get Burned
This is where many people mess up.
When you book through sites like:
· MyTrip

· GoToGate

The cheapest ticket often does not include checked baggage.
Always:
· check what’s included

· compare the same flight on the airline’s official website

Sometimes baggage is already included, or the add-on is much cheaper.
I’ve made this mistake myself — buying a “cheap” ticket and then paying $100+ extra later.
[bookmark: _ecu1ko2snvg6]A Quick Warning About Split Tickets
If you:
· fly into a hub (Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, etc.)

· then continue with a low-cost airline

You may need to:
· collect luggage

· pass immigration

· re-check bags

· check visa requirements

It’s doable — but only if you give yourself enough time.
[bookmark: _lpm0bxfc8apr]Domestic Flights Inside the Philippines
Domestic flights are generally:
· cheap

· frequent

· fairly stable in price

Routes like:
· Manila → Cebu

· Manila → Puerto Princesa

Often cost around $20–$70.
Because prices don’t fluctuate much, I usually don’t book far in advance unless:
· I have a fixed plan

· accommodation is booked

· I’m flying to Siargao (fewer flights)

Siargao is one place where booking early actually matters.
[bookmark: _sne32nvf2kc]Delays & Cancellations
Most of the time, flights are fine.
But:
· delays do happen

· cancellations happen occasionally, especially in rainy season

This is why tight connections are risky.
[bookmark: _hz37xfxmys2y]Arrival Timing: Fly On or Sleep First?
It depends when you land.
· Landing early morning (around 8 a.m.) → I usually continue to the islands

· Landing mid-to-late afternoon → I sleep one night and fly the next morning

Manila isn’t somewhere I recommend staying longer than necessary — but arriving exhausted helps no one.
If you land late at night, don’t rush. Sleep, reset, then move on.
[bookmark: _smggh3r1aiwh]One Rule I Never Break
When finishing your trip: never cut it close.
If your international flight leaves Manila at 6 p.m., don’t plan to arrive from another island at 3 p.m.
Delays, terminal changes, and luggage collection can easily ruin that plan.
I always:
· arrive in Manila earlier the same day, or

· arrive the day before

It’s boring — but it saves trips.
[bookmark: _3dig6jk6mhq0]Biggest Flight Mistake I See
Exhaustion.
Long flights + 7–12 hour time differences hit people hard.
A few things that help:
· don’t sleep all day when you arrive

· keep AC at 24–26°C (not 18°C)

· drink bottled or filtered water only

Many travelers get sick simply from:
· extreme AC

· dehydration

· lack of sleep

Avoid that, and your first week will feel completely different.
[bookmark: _5fxfl87dn8qc]Bottom Line
Flying to the Philippines cheaply isn’t about tricks.
It’s about:
· choosing the right entry point

· avoiding unnecessary stress

· building buffer time

· knowing when comfort is worth paying for

Do that — and everything after landing becomes much easier.


[bookmark: _ozh67s1wiy4b]CHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _nhb5sfxbizy3]First Landing: Manila (How to Escape Fast)
For most people, Manila is unavoidable.
 It’s the main international gateway to the Philippines — and it sits inside one of the most densely populated urban areas in the world.
Manila is busy, loud, chaotic, and hot.
 Traffic is constant. Space is limited. Millions of people are moving at the same time, every single day.
This isn’t a failure of the city — it’s just the reality of a massive megacity trying to function.
Let’s get one thing clear early:
 → Manila is not why you came to the Philippines.
[bookmark: _5243r1ap42b]What Manila Actually Is (and Isn’t)
Manila is:
· overcrowded

· loud

· chaotic

· traffic-heavy

It’s a working megacity — not a tropical welcome.
Manila is not:
· a beach destination

· a cultural highlight

· a place worth staying “just to see it” if your time is limited

There’s nothing wrong with Manila.
 But if you have limited time, your energy is much better spent elsewhere.
[bookmark: _uxs1942y6ed2]When Staying One Night Makes Sense
Sometimes, staying one night in Manila is actually the smart move.
You should consider it if:
· your international flight lands late afternoon or at night

· you’re exhausted after a long-haul flight

· your domestic flight leaves early the next morning

Forcing a same-day transfer when you’re tired often makes the trip worse, not better.
→ One night to reset is fine.
 → More than that is rarely necessary.
[bookmark: _op0ew4uuhusd]Where to Stay (Only If You Need To)
If you do stay in Manila, location matters more than comfort.
Makati
 This is my personal favorite.
· central

· walkable

· good food

· safe

· easy Grab access

It’s where I’ve spent most of my Manila nights over the years.
BGC (Bonifacio Global City)
· modern

· clean

· organized

· more expensive

It feels very different from the rest of Manila — almost like another country.
Pasay
· close to the airport

· practical for short stays

Not charming, but convenient.
I don’t recommend staying right next to the airport.
 Manila is compact enough that it’s usually better to stay somewhere livelier and commute.
[bookmark: _xv1saxs89crm]Getting Out of the Airport (Transport Basics)
Grab
 Grab is the easiest and safest option.
· fixed prices

· no negotiating

· reliable

Especially good if it’s your first time.
Move It
 Move It works very well in:
· Manila

· Cebu

· other big cities

It’s ideal for motorbike rides in heavy traffic — and unlike Grab, it actually lets you order motorbikes.
Traffic Reality
 Travel time depends entirely on:
· time of day

· weekday vs weekend

A 20-minute drive can easily turn into an hour during rush hour.
 Don’t panic — this is normal here.

[bookmark: _4i2cv8p3rg1x]SIM Cards, Money & First Tasks
These are the first practical things you’ll deal with after landing.
 Getting them right early makes the rest of the trip much easier.
[bookmark: _a0sp8jqplge]SIM Cards (What Actually Makes Sense)
Yes, you can buy SIM cards later in the city — sometimes at 7-Eleven or small phone shops.
In reality?
 It’s hit or miss.
Some places sell them, many don’t, and it often turns into an annoying hunt when you’re already tired.
The simplest option:
 → Buy a SIM card at the airport.
Airport SIMs are:
· more expensive

· but immediately available

· already activated

· zero hassle

That convenience is usually worth it.
Coverage in the Philippines is fine in cities and tourist islands, but noticeably weaker in remote areas. Compared to other Southeast Asian countries, the signal here is honestly one of the weakest — which is why data matters.
Because of that, I usually:
· buy one of the biggest data packages, or

· go for unlimited data

If you rely on maps, messaging, uploads, or booking transport — don’t cheap out on data.
[bookmark: _d1x0zm9px2i]eSIM vs Physical SIM
An eSIM is also a great option:
· similar price

· instant activation

· no card swapping

Airport SIM or eSIM — both work well.
 Just don’t rely fully on Wi-Fi. It’s often slow or unreliable.

[bookmark: _qcjd6nlsi3d]Money, Cash & ATMs (Important)
The Philippines is still very much a cash country.
One thing that surprises people:
 → Exchanging cash at the airport is actually a good option.
Airport exchange counters are usually run by certified banks and often offer better, more transparent rates than random exchange offices later.
Outside the airport:
· rates are often worse

· some places try to take advantage of tourists

If you’re bringing foreign cash, exchanging some at the airport is smart.
[bookmark: _lebmvzwh381y]Cash Is Not Optional
You’ll need cash for:
· small restaurants

· ferries

· trikes

· local tours

· island hopping

· guesthouses

Many places don’t accept cards at all, and signal issues mean card machines don’t always work — even when they exist.
→ Always carry cash, especially once you leave big cities.
[bookmark: _m1agvhegqhys]ATMs & Card Payments
ATMs are widely available, but:
· withdrawals come with fees

· there’s a low per-withdrawal limit

That means multiple withdrawals if you’re not careful.
With cards:
· malls, bigger restaurants, hotels → usually fine

· smaller places → often no

· extra fees → common

Between fees and limited acceptance, cash is still king.

[bookmark: _ahshj71r3et1]The Biggest Manila Mistake
The most common mistake I see:
“I’ll explore Manila for a few days first.”
For most travelers, this leads to:
· wasted time

· stress

· disappointment

If you want nature, adventure, and beauty — go to the islands.
Manila’s role in your trip is simple:
 → land
 → rest if needed
 → leave
[bookmark: _zl76k1hi4q4]Same-Day Transfer vs Sleeping First (Quick Rule)
Landing before noon → consider flying out the same day
 Landing afternoon or evening → sleep, fly next morning
Don’t force efficiency at the cost of exhaustion.
[bookmark: _ogmjz6u2dy0u]One Last Tip Before You Leave Manila
Before flying out:
· double-check your terminal

· give yourself buffer time

· expect small delays

Once you’re on that plane to the islands, the trip really begins.
[bookmark: _gkasdu4ljhzp]Bottom Line
Manila is a gateway, not a destination.
 Use it efficiently. Don’t fight it. Don’t expect it to impress you.
→ The Philippines gets better the moment you leave.





[bookmark: _ljknapy58mj8]CHAPTER 5
The Core Routes (How to See the Philippines Without Burning Out)
If there’s one mistake almost everyone makes in the Philippines, it’s this:
 trying to see everything.
The Philippines is a country of islands, ferries, flights, weather, and delays. Distances look short on a map — but travel days here are real days. Not half-days. Not “quick transfers.”
This chapter isn’t here to tell you exactly what to do.
 It’s here to give you routes that make sense, plus the logic behind them — so you can adjust without ruining the trip.
Think of these as outlines, not schedules.

[bookmark: _dn69zle084dg]The One Rule That Changes Everything
If you remember one thing from this guide, make it this:
Fewer places. Longer stays.
Two well-chosen areas will always beat five rushed stops.
 People don’t regret skipping places — they regret being tired, stressed, and constantly in transit.

[bookmark: _cjv2v6py0i1k]If You Have Around 10 Days
Palawan Only (Simple, Beautiful, No Stress)
This is hands down the best use of limited time.
Flow (outline):
 Manila (arrival only)
 → Puerto Princesa
 → El Nido
 → Coron
 → back to Manila
Why this works:
· You stay in one region

· You get iconic scenery without rushing

· Transfers are manageable

· No unnecessary island-hopping chaos

If budget allows, the El Nido ↔ Coron boat expedition fits perfectly here.
 If not, just stay longer in El Nido or Coron.
👉 The mistake is not skipping things.
 👉 The mistake is adding more places just because you “can.”

[bookmark: _6bohzlvbstqz]If You Have Around 14 Days
Cebu + Palawan (Best Balance Overall)
This is my default recommendation for first-timers with two weeks.
Flow (outline):
 Manila (arrival night if needed)
 → Cebu
 → Moalboal
 → Coron
 → (boat expedition if possible)
 → El Nido
 → Manila
Why this works:
· Cebu gives you raw adventure (canyoneering, diving, waterfalls)

· Palawan gives you world-class scenery

· You’re not constantly moving every 2 days

If you feel rushed:
· Skip Cebu and stay longer in Palawan

· Or replace Cebu with Siargao if you want a slower pace

👉 Two weeks is not “a lot of time” in the Philippines. Use it wisely.

[bookmark: _xh03xwegfr73]If You Have 3–4 Weeks
Slow Travel & Depth (Where the Philippines Shines)
This is where the country really opens up.
Flow (outline):
 Manila (arrival only)
 → Siargao
 → Cebu → Moalboal (optional Malapascua if you dive)
 → Bohol or Siquijor
 → Coron
 → boat expedition
 → El Nido
 → optional Port Barton
Why this works:
· You don’t rush iconic places

· You have recovery days

· You can adjust based on weather

· You leave space for “I’m staying longer here”

With this much time:
· Stay longer in Siargao

· Stay longer in El Nido

· Keep Coron and Cebu shorter

👉 The goal isn’t to “finish” the Philippines.
 👉 It’s to let places sink in.

[bookmark: _n1wxxkvk9a2n]Budget-Focused Route (Still Incredible)
If budget matters more than speed:
Flow (outline):
 Manila
 → Cebu → Moalboal
 → Bohol or Siquijor
 → Puerto Princesa → Port Barton → El Nido
Why this works:
· Fewer flights

· Cheaper accommodation

· Still delivers unreal scenery

· Avoids premium-only routes

You trade time for money — but if you’re flexible, it’s worth it.

[bookmark: _hsf7auy6sdxf]Social / Nomad / Connection Vibe
If meeting people matters to you:
Flow (outline):
 Manila
 → Siargao
 → El Nido
 → Coron
Why this works:
· Easy to meet people

· Strong café and hostel scene

· Slower pace

· Community feeling

This route is less about ticking boxes and more about how the trip feels.

[bookmark: _5dxvsb8auk5d]A Few Rules That Make Any Route Better
No matter which outline you choose:
· Don’t plan more than one major move every 3–5 days

· Always leave buffer days

· Never assume travel days are “easy”

· If you love a place → stay longer

· If a place feels wrong → leave earlier

This is how good trips happen.

[bookmark: _d6ubv4qrs40w]Traveling with Kids (Quick Reality Check)
The Philippines can be great with kids — but routes matter more than ever.
If you’re traveling as a family:
· Choose 2–3 places max

· Stay longer in each spot

· Avoid constant movement

· Pick islands with decent infrastructure (Cebu, Palawan, Siargao)

Treat it as an adventure, not a vacation checklist.

[bookmark: _yzgptkhtvthv]Final Thought on Routes
There is no perfect Philippines itinerary.
There is only:
· the right route for your time

· your energy

· your expectations

Use these outlines as a base.
 Adjust them. Skip things. Stay longer where it feels good.
The Philippines rewards flexibility — and punishes rushing.





[bookmark: _g5t50vxo6nbi]CHAPTER 6
[bookmark: _y8a1daiq9803]Destination Deep Dives: Where You’ll Actually Belong
Not every place in the Philippines is for everyone — and that’s a good thing.
This chapter isn’t about hyping destinations or telling you where you have to go.
 It’s about helping you figure out where you’ll actually feel good, based on your time, energy, and travel style.
Use this as guidance, not rules.

[bookmark: _ciedytru3xnu]Manila – Should You Stay?
Short answer: no — unless you have to.
Manila is the main entry point to the Philippines, but it’s not where the magic is. It’s busy, loud, hot, and overwhelming — and it doesn’t represent what most people imagine when they think of the Philippines.
When staying makes sense:
 → you land late afternoon or evening
 → you’re exhausted and need one night to reset
 → you have an early domestic flight the next day
If that’s the case, stay in:
 → Makati or BGC (cleaner, safer, easier to navigate)
If you really insist on seeing something:
 → walk around Intramuros
 → see the cathedral
 → keep expectations low
If you’re short on time and came for islands, landscapes, and water:
 don’t stay in Manila longer than one night.

[bookmark: _zem643b32tl1]Cebu (City) & Moalboal – Adventure Base, Not a City Stay
I wouldn’t personally stay in Cebu City.
 For me, it’s just a transfer point.
It’s another big city without much charm, and most people land there only to leave again. Cebu isn’t about the city — it’s about what’s outside of it.
What Cebu is actually great for:
 adventure.
Once you land, you move.
Moalboal is ideal if you:
 → love diving or freediving
 → want easy access to nature
 → don’t care about luxury
 → enjoy simple, active travel
Here you’ll find:
 → the sardine run (walk straight into the water)
 → turtles
 → great diving and snorkeling
 → Kawasan Falls canyoneering (a must-do)
 → waterfalls all around the island
One thing people underestimate:
 → Cebu is a big island
 → drives can take hours — plan for that
Bonus (especially for divers):
 If you’re already in Cebu and love diving, Malapascua is one of the best places in the world to see thresher sharks. It takes effort to get there — but sightings are almost guaranteed.

[bookmark: _kesqpppu30bk]El Nido – Social, Scenic, and Lively
El Nido is a small town surrounded by limestone cliffs and turquoise water.
 Visually, it’s one of the most dramatic places in the country.
Why people love El Nido:
 → unreal landscapes
 → great cafés and restaurants
 → lots of activities
 → a strong social scene
 → easy island hopping
 → nearby beaches like Nacpan
El Nido works really well if you:
 → want to stay in one place for a week
 → enjoy meeting other travelers
 → want both adventure and comfort
Reality check:
 → it can be crowded
 → it’s more expensive than many other areas
 → it’s not luxury in a Western sense
You don’t come to the Philippines for polished five-star resorts.
 You come for experiences — and El Nido delivers those very well.
Town vs beach areas:
 → Town → cheaper, social, lively
 → Corong-Corong / Leo Beach → quieter, more comfort, higher budget
Choose based on what you value more.

[bookmark: _xxim6bud0yp0]Coron – Unreal Nature, Forgettable Town
For me, Coron is non-negotiable.
That said — let’s be honest:
 → Coron town itself isn’t special
 → Coron Island is one of the most beautiful places on Earth
The magic starts the moment you step on a boat.
Why Coron stands out:
 → Kayangan Lake
 → Barracuda Lake
 → Twin Lagoon
 → limestone cliffs
 → crystal-clear water
 → WWII shipwreck diving
You’ll eat lunch in small huts perched on cliffs above bright blue lagoons.
 It doesn’t feel real — and then it does.
Who should go?
 Honestly — everyone.
 If you’re coming to the Philippines and skipping Coron, you’re missing something big.
How long is enough?
 → 3 nights is perfect.

[bookmark: _8yx4dsv9zsct]Siargao – Slow, Social, and Addictive
Siargao isn’t for rushing.
It’s often compared to Bali 10–15 years ago, and that comparison makes sense — not because it’s the same, but because of the feeling.
Siargao is perfect if you:
 → want to slow down
 → enjoy surf culture (even as a beginner)
 → love good cafés and food
 → want a strong social / nomad vibe
 → like nightlife that feels natural, not forced
Days here look like:
 → motorbike rides
 → beach hopping
 → surfing (or trying)
 → eating well
 → meeting people
Who might struggle here:
 → people who need constant activity
 → people who want packed itineraries
Siargao isn’t about ticking boxes.
 It’s about rhythm.
Flights are a bit more complicated and sometimes pricier — that’s why many people skip it.
 Those who don’t often say it becomes their favorite place in the Philippines.

[bookmark: _dbid3z7pempt]Quick Gut Choices (No Overthinking)
→ El Nido or Coron?
 El Nido → more social, more going on
 Coron → purer nature, more water time
→ Siargao or Cebu?
 Siargao → vibe, people, slow living
 Cebu → raw adventure
→ Port Barton or more time in El Nido?
 Port Barton → peace
 El Nido → energy
→ Siquijor or Bohol?
 Siquijor → culture, waterfalls, atmosphere

[bookmark: _48dmc7mnelkt]“This Is Amazing — But Only If…”
→ Siargao is amazing — if you’re okay slowing down but you don't have to
 → Cebu is amazing — if you want adventure, not comfort
 → Siquijor is amazing — if you’re curious and open

[bookmark: _4z2vt7ge89p8]Safety & Comfort (Quick Impressions)
Easiest for first-time solo travelers:
 → Port Barton
 → El Nido
 → Coron
More effort, more reward:
 → Cebu (especially if moving independently)
Great for couples:
 → Siargao
 → El Nido
 → Coron
Great for solo travelers:
 → all of the above — especially El Nido and Siargao

[bookmark: _tgqjkvq9t7hm]So… Where Do You Belong?
It comes down to:
 → your budget
 → how much time you have
 → whether you want to chill or move
 → how social you want to be
 → adventure vs comfort
If you want:
 → vibe + people + slow living → Siargao
 → energy + activities + social life → El Nido
 → raw beauty + water experiences → Coron
 → adventure-first travel → Cebu / Moalboal / Siquijor
There’s no single right answer.
 There’s only the right fit for you.


[bookmark: _g3trjpddgz79]CHAPTER 7
[bookmark: _4c10k5foe74d]Getting Around the Philippines (Without Losing Your Mind)
Getting around the Philippines looks complicated on paper — flights, ferries, vans, boats, transfers.
In reality, it’s manageable once you understand one thing:
 this isn’t Europe, and it doesn’t move like Europe.
This chapter isn’t here to make you over-plan.
 It’s here to help you move around without stress — and without fighting how the country works.

[bookmark: _2zifs5z4knbu]Domestic Flights – What You Actually Need to Know
Flying inside the Philippines is normal, affordable, and safe.
 You’ll mostly see these airlines:
 → Cebu Pacific
 → Philippine Airlines
 → AirAsia
Yes — budget airlines are completely fine. I use them all the time.
When to arrive at the airport
 → With checked luggage: around 2 hours before
 → Without checked luggage (online check-in): 1 hour 15–20 minutes is usually enough
Airports can be busy, but things move.
Booking flights: early or last minute?
 Both work.
Most domestic routes:
 → stay fairly stable in price
 → are fine to book last minute
One big exception:
 → Siargao
Flights there are limited and use smaller planes. Once seats start selling out, prices jump fast. If Siargao is part of your plan, booking earlier is worth it.

[bookmark: _8fh87edpeswt]Delays & Cancellations – Be Realistic, Not Paranoid
Most of the time, flights run just fine — especially in dry season.
Delays happen more during:
 → rainy season
 → bad weather
 → typhoon periods
It’s not chaos — but it’s also not perfectly predictable.
My personal buffer mindset
 → International flights: arrive 2–2.5 hours before
 → Ferries: follow ticket instructions (usually ~30 minutes before)
 → Domestic → international connections: don’t cut it close
If your international flight leaves early afternoon, don’t land in Manila an hour before. Fly in earlier that day — or the night before.
It’s boring.
 It also saves trips.

[bookmark: _uwdpy6hee01r]Ferries – When They Make Sense (And When They Don’t)
Ferries are a normal part of traveling here.
They make the most sense on routes like:
 → Cebu → Bohol
 → Dumaguete → Siquijor
 → Cebu → Siquijor
 → El Nido ↔ Coron
For short routes, ferries are often easier than flying.
Flying can mean:
 → getting to the airport
 → checking in
 → waiting
 → flying 15 minutes
 → leaving the airport again
In those cases, ferries win.
When to avoid ferries
 → very long routes
 → rough sea days
 → tight schedules
 → if you know you get badly seasick
Some ferries get crowded, especially on popular routes or holidays. Short island ferries are usually fine. If time really matters, flying is still the easiest option.

[bookmark: _cv83c1c27z7t]Boats, Island Hopping & Expeditions
Boat days are one of the best parts of the Philippines — but they’re real days.
Island hopping tours
 → usually 15–25 people per boat
 → boats are simple and often old (that’s normal)
 → lunch is usually included
 → expect full days (6–8 hours)
If you’re thinking “just a quick boat trip,” reset that expectation.
Private boats
 Worth it if:
 → you’re a group (6–8 people)
 → you want flexibility
 → you want fewer crowds
You can talk directly with the crew and adjust the pace.
Multi-day expeditions (El Nido ↔ Coron)
 → bigger, more stable boats
 → food included
 → kayaking, hammocks, long swims
 → very little phone time
You don’t sleep on the boat.
 You sleep on remote islands — under a sky full of stars.
It’s simple, raw, and honestly one of the most beautiful experiences you can have here.
Seasickness — real or overblown?
 Mostly overblown. Boats here are generally more stable than in places like Thailand or Bali. If you know you get seasick, take tablets beforehand and you’ll be fine.

[bookmark: _cn9oi71upocf]Getting Around on Land
Grab, taxis & trikes
 → Grab works great in Manila and Cebu
 → Grab > taxis (clear pricing, no negotiating)
Trikes are common in:
 → El Nido
 → Coron
 → Moalboal
 → smaller towns
In big cities, Grab or Move It (motorbike taxis) will save you a lot of time — especially in traffic.

[bookmark: _ytqegj12axsg]Motorbikes – Honest, Light Advice
Motorbikes are amazing in the Philippines.
If you already ride — you’ll love the freedom.
If it’s your very first time:
 → maybe don’t learn here
 → not because you can’t — but because traffic and road conditions can be unpredictable
If you’re confident, careful, or riding with someone experienced, it can be one of the best ways to explore. Just take it slow and don’t push it.

[bookmark: _e8nyx0wncx6d]Vans & Buses – What to Actually Expect
Van and bus rides vary a lot depending on the route.
On most tourist routes:
 → Cebu Island transfers: ~3–5 hours
 → El Nido ↔ Puerto Princesa: ~5 hours
 → roads are paved but bumpy in places
 → lots of curves, especially in the mountains
These rides are manageable — but you’re not sleeping through them. Plan your day around them.
Longer journeys to be aware of
 → traveling far north in Luzon can take a full day
 → southern Palawan routes can also be slow
These trips need:
 → patience
 → early starts
 → realistic expectations
If you’re short on time, flying is often the better move.

[bookmark: _ofy143heo6sc]Luggage – Backpack vs Suitcase
This really isn’t a suitcase destination.
My setup:
 → one big backpack
 → one small daypack (camera, laptop, essentials)
Why?
 → you’ll walk on sand
 → you’ll carry your own bag often
 → boats, vans, and trikes don’t love suitcases
The biggest mistake: overpacking.


🎒 WHAT TO ATUALLY PACK (AND WHAT NOT TO)
[bookmark: _xpoo6xvq8r5e]What Actually Makes Sense
Clothes
· light t-shirts / tank tops

· shorts

· swimwear (more than one)

· one nicer outfit for evenings — that’s enough

Footwear
· flip-flops / sandals (daily life)

· one solid pair of shoes (sneakers or light hikers)

Water shoes
 Highly recommended.
 They protect you from:
· coral

· rocks

· sea urchins

Snorkeling mask (if you have one)
 Optional, but great.
 Tour gear is often:
· worn

· basic

· not something everyone wants to share

If you enjoy swimming — your own mask is a big upgrade.

[bookmark: _h0lj3x4q26ro]What NOT to Bring
❌ jackets
 ❌ hoodies
 ❌ warm clothes
 ❌ heavy shoes
 ❌ “just in case” outfits
You won’t need them.
 Seriously.
[bookmark: _2drf46r1jmzv]One Important Truth
Laundry in the Philippines is:
· cheap

· fast

· everywhere

The biggest mistake people make:
 overpacking.


[bookmark: _5k2mt7neb6gx]Planning Transfers Without Stress
This mindset changes everything:
 → travel days are travel days
 → don’t stack big plans on them
 → arrive earlier rather than later
 → avoid tight international connections
 → leave room to adjust
If your flight is late at night, same-day domestic flights are fine.
 If it’s earlier, arrive the day before.
You’ll often meet people doing the same routes.
 Sharing transfers and plans makes everything easier.

[bookmark: _2errm7mni9go]One Sentence That Matters
If you want to enjoy getting around the Philippines, give yourself time — and let the journey be part of the experience, not something to rush through.

[bookmark: _4ih6dof1fdsj]Final Thought
The Philippines isn’t hard to travel.
 It just doesn’t reward rushing.
Once you accept that, everything gets simpler.



[bookmark: _51imx12hpslo]CHAPTER 8
[bookmark: _30kzsutalldg]Activities Worth Doing (And What I’d Honestly Skip)
The Philippines isn’t a sit-by-the-pool-and-do-nothing destination.
You can relax here — but the country really comes alive when you move, explore, jump, swim, and get a little uncomfortable. If you come with the right mindset, the experiences are next level. If you don’t, you’ll probably wonder why people hype it so much.
This chapter isn’t about doing everything.
 It’s about choosing what’s actually worth your energy — and what you can confidently skip.

[bookmark: _ns36urxck1m2]Non-Negotiable Experiences
If You Can Only Do a Few Things
If I had to strip the Philippines down to the essentials, this would be my short list:
→ Canyoneering (Kawasan Falls, Cebu)
 One of the best adventure experiences in the country. Physical, fun, slightly scary, and incredibly freeing.
→ Island hopping in Coron
 Lagoons, lakes, limestone cliffs, unreal water. This is the Philippines people dream about.
→ Boat expedition (El Nido ↔ Coron)
 If your budget allows it, this is a highlight. Days at sea, nights on remote islands, very little phone time.
→ Zipline & canopy walk (El Nido)
 Short, simple activities — but surprisingly memorable. Great views, easy effort, instant payoff.
→ Exploring by motorbike
 This is where the Philippines feels most free. Beaches, viewpoints, waterfalls, random stops that weren’t planned.
Bonus:
 → Scuba diving or freediving, if that’s your thing. The underwater life here can be incredible.

[bookmark: _25cpca2eimvj]Canyoneering – Why I Always Recommend It
Canyoneering in Cebu is non-negotiable for me.
You hike, swim, climb, slide, and jump through a jungle canyon surrounded by waterfalls. It’s physical, exciting, and one of those experiences where you forget everything else for a few hours.
Who shouldn’t do it:
 → anyone with serious mobility issues
 → anyone deeply uncomfortable with physical challenges
The guides help a lot — but it’s still demanding.
One piece of advice I always give:
 → Jump.
There are mandatory jumps. There’s always someone below to guide you or catch you. The moment you stop overthinking and just jump is one of the best feelings you’ll have on the entire trip.

[bookmark: _q6yuv07vj4fq]Island Hopping – Worth It, But Don’t Overdo It
Island hopping is one of the main reasons people come to the Philippines — and for good reason.
That said, it can start to feel repetitive if you do too many.
My honest take:
 → Coron island hopping > El Nido island hopping
 → Coron feels less crowded and more raw
 → El Nido is stunning, but tours are often busier and more expensive
How many is enough?
 → 2–3 island hopping days total, ideally in different locations
After that, you’ve seen most of what there is to see — and that’s okay.

[bookmark: _okhhd7hdaxqt]Diving & Freediving – Where It Shines
I haven’t dived everywhere, but based on experience:
Best freediving:
 → Moalboal
 → Panglao
 → Siargao (very underrated)
Best scuba diving:
 → Malapascua – probably the best overall (thresher sharks)
 → Coron – WWII shipwrecks
 → Moalboal – sardines, turtles, healthy coral
 → El Nido – solid, but not the strongest
Reality check:
 Some coral reefs are damaged. Diving is still great — just manage expectations.

[bookmark: _y9jns4og7m3p]Surfing – Yes, But Know Where
The Philippines is good for surfing, but it’s not a country-wide surf destination.
Where it really works:
 → Siargao (by far the best)
Siargao works for:
 → beginners
 → intermediate surfers
 → non-surfers who just want the vibe
There is surfing near El Nido (like Duli Beach), but it’s very weather-dependent.
If you’re considering it:
 → check Surfline
 → don’t drive an hour just to find flat water

[bookmark: _1ik0nmvz0e6c]Things I Personally Skip (Or Strongly Question)
This is personal opinion — take it as guidance, not rules.
Boracay
 → beautiful beach
 → great sunsets
 → overcrowded and overpriced
Compared to other islands, it’s just not worth it.
Public El Nido boat tours
 Unless you book private:
 → boats are packed
 → prices are higher
 → everything feels rushed
If you’re choosing one place for island hopping, Coron usually wins.
Whale sharks in Oslob
 I don’t recommend this.
 → sharks are fed
 → crowds are huge
 → tourists touch the animals
It doesn’t sit right with me. Wild animals should stay wild.
Puerto Princesa Underground River
 UNESCO site, but:
 → only worth it if you’re already nearby
 → not worth traveling specifically for
There are better experiences elsewhere.

[bookmark: _gx1x1nm76c2q]Animal Ethics – Please Don’t Skip This
Most animal experiences in the Philippines are fine — if you respect the animals.
One important example:
 → Starfish
Don’t take them out of the water.
 They can’t “breathe” out of water.
If you see a guide doing it:
 → politely say something
 → they usually don’t get offended
 → they just want tourists to be happy
Looking underwater is more than enough.

[bookmark: _yj54cf6hxkh5]Beaches – Manage Expectations
The beaches here are often stunning — but not always perfect.
Sometimes:
 → currents bring trash
 → seaweed washes up
 → weather changes conditions
That’s just reality.
Some of my favorite beach experiences:
 → Cagdanao Island
 → Bulog Dos
 → Nacpan Beach
 → El Nido beach
 → White Beach (Cebu)
 → beaches around Siargao
When you get a perfect beach day — appreciate it.

[bookmark: _ip4xfyq22x73]Rainy Days & Slow Moments
When the weather turns or you’re just tired:
 → stay in
 → rest properly
 → hang out at the hostel
 → play games
 → talk to people
 → drink a beer
 → do nothing
Or go swim, laugh, or dance in the rain.
Slower options:
 → canopy walk (El Nido)
 → hot springs in Coron
 → beach days with no agenda
Not every day needs to be intense.

[bookmark: _meazyap4so]
[bookmark: _hb0szqjjy0na]Health, First Aid & Staying Well (No Panic, Just Common Sense)
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]This isn’t about packing a pharmacy.
 It’s about making sure small issues don’t ruin a great trip.
[bookmark: _bdqdv12e7qie]What I Actually Recommend Bringing
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Seasickness tablets
 If you know you get seasick — bring them.
 Boat days can be long, even when the sea looks calm.
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Probiotics
 Start a few days before your trip and continue during the first days.
 They help your stomach adjust to:
· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]new food

· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]different bacteria

· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]heat and dehydration

[bookmark: _meazyap4so]This is one of the most underrated travel tips.
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Diarrhea tablets (just in case)
 It’s not common in the Philippines — but if you have a sensitive stomach, it’s smart to be prepared.
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Plasters, band-aids, small bandages
 You’ll walk more than you expect.
 Flip-flops, sand, salt water = small cuts happen.
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Hand sanitizer
 Very useful:
· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]on boats

· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]during island hopping

· [bookmark: _meazyap4so]with street food

[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Not because things are “dirty” — but because you’re constantly moving.
[bookmark: _meazyap4so]Basic painkillers
 Headaches, sun exposure, dehydration — normal travel stuff.
[bookmark: _wehfgvf6bz1s]👉 Anything else you need, you can easily buy locally at pharmacies.


[bookmark: _dt5kkt79pnv7]One Honest Truth
The Philippines is an incredible place for activities — but only if you actually want to do them.
If deep down you want comfort, routine, and zero effort, you might struggle here.
 If you’re curious, open, and willing to move — this country will reward you massively.


[bookmark: _1k5pbc3v55kz]CHAPTER 9
[bookmark: _lfcot0f63h92]Budget Reality (What Things Actually Cost)
Online budgets for the Philippines are often vague, outdated, or sugar-coated.
 This isn’t one of those.
The Philippines is usually cheaper than Europe or North America — but it is more expensive than Thailand, Vietnam, or Indonesia. If you come expecting Southeast Asia prices everywhere, you’ll feel it in your wallet.
This chapter is about real ranges, real patterns, and the hidden costs that catch people off guard.

[bookmark: _wfzshsf9e9zx]Daily Budget Reality
(excluding international flights)
There’s no perfect number — it depends on where you go, how fast you move, and how often you say yes to activities. But based on real travel:
→ Backpacker / Budget traveler
 $25–$50 per day
 Hostel dorms or very basic private rooms, local food, shared transport.
→ Comfortable budget traveler
 $50–$90 per day
 Private rooms, mix of local + casual restaurants, domestic flights, some activities.
→ Slightly upgraded (still not luxury)
 $90–$130+ per day
 Nicer rooms, more tours, better food, Grab rides, less compromise.
These are averages — El Nido, Coron, and Siargao sit higher than places like Moalboal or Port Barton.

[bookmark: _6h0tknqd5nnt]Accommodation: What to Actually Expect
Accommodation will likely be your biggest daily cost.
Hostels & basic rooms
 → Dorm beds: $12–$25
 → Very basic private rooms: $20–$30
Comfortable private rooms
 → $40–$90 per night, depending on location and season
El Nido and Coron are usually at the higher end. Moalboal is cheaper. Manila varies wildly.
One thing many people don’t expect:
 → The more remote you go, the cheaper rooms get — sometimes $5–$15 for very simple beach huts. Not luxury, but real.

[bookmark: _aq00c4cuhcn]Food & Drinks (Honest Take)
Food ranges from extremely cheap to surprisingly pricey, depending on where and how you eat.
Local food & street eats
 → ₱50–₱200 ($1–$4)
Restaurants
 → Normal places: ₱200–₱400 ($4–$8)
 → Touristy areas (El Nido, Coron): ₱400–₱700 ($8–$14)
Drinks
 → Local beer at a restaurant: ~₱100–₱120
 → Beer from a shop: ~₱50
 → Cocktails in tourist bars: ₱300+ (happy hours help)
Weird but true:
 → Rum is so cheap locally that sometimes a double rum & Coke is cheaper than the Coke.
Honest food opinion:
 Filipino food is affordable and filling — but not everyone loves it. Chicken adobo and sisig are highlights, but a lot of meals are rice-heavy and simple. You’ll probably mix local food with Western places, and that’s normal.

[bookmark: _g60rxzueqa12]Transport Costs (Big Picture)
Domestic flights
 → Usually $35–$70
 → Promo fares can drop to $20–$30
 → Siargao is the exception — prices rise fast when seats fill
Ferries – what they really cost
Short ferries (excellent value):
 → Cebu ↔ Bohol: ₱200–₱1,200 ($4–$22), ~2 hours
Medium ferries (popular routes):
 → El Nido ↔ Coron: $35–$50, ~3.5 hours
 Book early in high season.
Long ferries (only if time > comfort):
 → Cebu ↔ Siargao (via Surigao): ₱825–₱3,600 ($15–$65), 6–10+ hours
Important reality check:
 → There is no direct ferry from El Nido to Manila.
 Combined routes take ~20+ hours and only make sense if budget is tight and time is flexible.
My honest ferry verdict:
 → Short ferries: great
 → Medium ferries: fine
 → Long ferries: only if you really need them

[bookmark: _mkdytbiyfzu]Vans, Buses & Local Rides
→ Shared vans (El Nido ↔ Puerto Princesa): ~$10–$12
 → Longer routes: slightly more
 → Grab & MoveIt: cheap and reliable in cities
 → Trikes: affordable but usually negotiated
Trikes cost more per kilometer than motorbikes — still cheap, just part of the system.

[bookmark: _uhg9obfytcf7]Activities: Where Money Goes Fast
Activities are worth it — but they add up quickly.
Boat expeditions (Coron ↔ El Nido)
 → ₱16,000–₱22,000+ ($300–$400+)
 Multi-day, food and accommodation included. Not cheap — but unforgettable.
Island hopping
 → ₱1,200–₱2,200 ($20–$40)
 Coron tours usually feel less crowded than El Nido.
Canyoneering (Kawasan)
 → ₱2,700–₱3,300 ($45–$60)
 Worth every peso.

[bookmark: _e3b1lfu1jpyz]Scuba Diving (Simple & Honest)
Best spots at a glance
 → Malapascua – thresher sharks
 → Coron – WWII shipwrecks
 → Moalboal – sardines + coral
 → El Nido – okay, but not a must
Typical prices (certified divers)
 → Moalboal: ₱1,200–₱1,600 per dive
 → Coron: ₱4,500–₱6,000 per day
 → Malapascua: ₱1,500–₱1,800 per dive
Courses & try dives cost more. Moalboal is usually the cheapest place to learn.
My straight opinion:
 → Best value: Moalboal
 → Most impressive: Coron
 → Best sharks: Malapascua

[bookmark: _pieck49wtof1]Hidden Costs People Forget
These sneak up fast:
→ ATM fees (~₱250 per withdrawal)
 → Baggage fees on budget flights
 → Environmental & terminal fees (₱100–₱300)
 → Transfers when moving often
 → Tours booked online without price checks
None are huge alone — together, they matter.

[bookmark: _xuc36llec9gb]Where People Overspend
→ Nights out and alcohol
 → Last-minute flights (especially Siargao)
 → Not booking popular hostels early
 → Overpacking and paying baggage fees
Most budget stress comes from patterns, not single expenses.

[bookmark: _kzpom8scxa9f]Is the Philippines “Cheap”?
The honest answer: it depends.
→ Cheap for travelers from the US, UK, EU
 → More expensive than Thailand or Vietnam
 → Affordable if you plan
 → Surprisingly pricey if you don’t
“Cheap” is relative — expectations matter.

[bookmark: _rswrd91nggzh]One Honest Sentence
The Philippines can be very affordable — but only if you travel smart, pace yourself, and understand where your money actually goes.


[bookmark: _dfwsje7eclni]Chapter 10 – Visas & Entry
[bookmark: _1lkfnk3viu1m]No Confusion. No Surprises.
This chapter is based on real travel experience — not rumors, not hacks, not outdated blog posts.
To keep things clear, I’m focusing on the passports I see most often in this community:
USA, UK, EU/Schengen, Australia.
(If you hold a different passport, rules can vary — always double-check official sources.)

[bookmark: _iu5s3trg0lwj]Entry Basics (What Most Travelers Get)
If you’re traveling on a passport from:
🇺🇸 USA
🇬🇧 UK
🇪🇺 EU / Schengen
🇦🇺 Australia
You’ll usually receive:
→ 30 days visa-free on arrival
No embassy visit.
No pre-approval.
Just a stamp in your passport.
Simple.

[bookmark: _s42hli2txp5t]The One Thing You MUST Do Before Arrival
eTravel Philippines (Mandatory)
Before entering the Philippines, everyone must complete the eTravel Philippines form.
Here’s how it works:
→ You can fill it in up to 72 hours before arrival
→ You’ll receive a QR code
→ That QR code is scanned at the airport
You’ll be asked for:
→ Passport details
→ Flight details
→ Address of your first accommodation
→ A photo upload
Important:
Even if you’re traveling flexibly, you still need to enter something.
Most travelers simply list their first night’s hostel or hotel — that’s completely normal.

[bookmark: _gl6f93ml6wzg]Onward Ticket & Accommodation (Reality Check)
From my personal experience:
→ I’ve never been asked to show an onward ticket
→ I’ve never been asked to prove accommodation
→ Immigration usually stamps the passport and moves on
That said:
→ Airlines can ask before boarding
→ The eTravel form requires you to enter this info anyway
Simple tip:
If you don’t have fixed plans, book something refundable or list your first night only.
No stress.

[bookmark: _9yvmh8tzo0w8]Staying Longer? Extensions Are Normal
If 30 days isn’t enough (it usually isn’t):
→ Visa extensions are easy and very common
→ You extend inside the Philippines at an immigration office
→ No embassy visits required
From real experience:
→ First extension: usually around ₱3,000–₱4,000
→ Further extensions cost more
→ You can usually extend up to 6 months (passport-dependent)
Fees vary slightly depending on:
→ length of extension
→ whether it’s your first or later extension
→ local processing fees
I won’t walk you through the paperwork here — rules and prices change.
Just know this:
→ Extending your visa in the Philippines is normal.
→ Thousands of travelers do it every day.
→ It’s not suspicious, stressful, or unusual.
If you plan to stay longer, just factor extensions into your timeline and budget.

[bookmark: _n241t3c0c0ia]Visa Runs (Brief & Honest)
Yes — people do visa runs.
Yes — I’ve done them.
But:
→ rules change
→ enforcement changes
→ this guide stays clean and legal
If you’re planning a longer stay, extensions are the calmer and safer option.

[bookmark: _l27tkpx9jdso]Families & Kids
Traveling with children?
→ Entry rules are the same
→ No extra paperwork just because you have kids
→ The Philippines is very family-friendly
Plenty of families travel here — including long stays.

[bookmark: _ibhk9ujw3cri]Rules Change — Always Verify
Visa rules depend on:
→ your passport
→ length of stay
→ current immigration policy
Before flying, always check official sources:
→ Official eTravel Portal: https://etravel.gov.ph
→ Philippine Bureau of Immigration: https://immigration.gov.ph
(I’ll link these directly in the final version of this guide.)

[bookmark: _514q417xlov6]Quick Entry Checklist
Before your flight, make sure you have:
→ Passport valid for at least 6 months
→ eTravel Philippines form completed (within 72h)
→ QR code saved on your phone
→ First accommodation address
→ Awareness of your 30-day entry stamp
That’s it.

[bookmark: _xelotvaaoz01]Final Reality Check
Entering the Philippines is not difficult.
It’s not strict.
It’s not hostile.
You just need to:
→ respect the process
→ fill out the eTravel form
→ know how long you’re allowed to stay
If you’ve traveled anywhere in Southeast Asia before, this will feel very familiar.


[bookmark: _e7qsr4b1r2qc]Chapter 11 – Common Mistakes
[bookmark: _bqcrc3p68mu2](So You Don’t Ruin the Trip)
The Philippines is incredible — if you travel it the right way.
 Most bad experiences I hear about come from the same few mistakes, over and over again.
Learn them once.
 You don’t need to repeat them.

[bookmark: _sr2ywg474o5u]1. Trying to See Everything in One Trip
This is the biggest mistake people make.
The Philippines is huge.
 Moving between islands takes time, energy, and patience — more than most people expect.
A realistic approach:
 → 10–14 days: pick 2 main areas (3 max)
 → 3–4 weeks: you can add more, but still don’t rush
People who try to do:
 Manila → Cebu → Siargao → El Nido → Coron → Bohol
 usually end up exhausted, stressed, and slightly disappointed.
Less places = better experience.
 Every single time.

[bookmark: _8j1joy4ztkj8]2. Underestimating Travel Days
A “short transfer” often looks like this:
 hotel → van → port → ferry → trike → hotel
That’s half a day gone — sometimes more.
Travel days in the Philippines are real travel days.
 Don’t plan:
 → big activities on transfer days
 → tight connections
 → late-night arrivals followed by early departures
Assume moving days will be slower than expected — and plan gently.

[bookmark: _ent2empxhqkk]3. Expecting Thailand-Level Infrastructure
This isn’t Thailand.
 And that’s not a criticism — but it’s something you need to understand.
Expect:
 → slower transport
 → schedules that change
 → weaker internet in some places
 → simpler facilities
 → uneven roads
If you arrive expecting:
 → perfect logistics
 → polished systems
 → luxury everywhere
You’ll get frustrated.
If you arrive expecting adventure, character, and a bit of chaos — you’ll love it.

[bookmark: _gcdepk81zvt3]4. Overpacking (and Paying for It)
You really don’t need:
 → jackets
 → hoodies
 → heavy shoes
 → “just in case” outfits
You do need:
 → light clothes
 → swimwear
 → sandals
 → one good pair of shoes
Overpacking leads to:
 → baggage fees
 → slower movement
 → stress during transfers
For most trips here:
 Backpack > suitcase.

[bookmark: _1kezq2gi6bn9]5. Booking Everything Too Early Online
A lot of travelers overpay because they:
 → book island tours weeks in advance
 → book transfers online
 → lock themselves into rigid schedules
In reality:
 → hostels often have better prices
 → locals know weather conditions
 → plans change a lot
Good rule:
 → Book big things early (international flights, domestic flights, popular hostels)
 → Book local things locally (tours, vans, boats)
This keeps you flexible — and usually saves money.

[bookmark: _fk1hsvr9ukop]6. Ignoring the Weather (Especially Typhoon Season)
The Philippines sits on a typhoon route.
 That means:
 → flights can be delayed
 → ferries can stop
 → islands can be temporarily isolated
You can’t control this — but you can control how you react:
 → stay flexible
 → avoid stacking tight plans
 → don’t panic when things change
Bad weather days happen.
 Slow down. Adjust. Move on.

[bookmark: _hd5m1mse2xe]7. Choosing Places That Don’t Match Your Travel Style
This happens a lot.
Examples:
 → Want luxury and smooth travel? The Philippines might frustrate you
 → Want raw adventure and nature? You’ll love it
 → Hate crowds? Avoid peak El Nido times
 → Want social life and energy? Siargao or El Nido
When people say:
 “I didn’t like the Philippines,”
 what they often mean is:
 “I chose the wrong places for how I travel.”
Pick places that match you — not Instagram.

[bookmark: _i7lqnu57bu41]8. Expecting Perfect Beaches Every Day
Yes — the Philippines has some of the best beaches in the world.
 But:
 → currents sometimes bring trash
 → weather affects visibility
 → not every beach looks perfect every day
That doesn’t ruin the experience — it’s just reality.
 When you hit a perfect beach day, you’ll appreciate it more because of it.

[bookmark: _bjj7xn2i955j]9. Going Too Hard on Nights Out
Alcohol is cheap.
 Social life is easy.
People often:
 → overspend
 → feel awful the next day
 → miss activities
 → burn their budget fast
You don’t need to skip nights out — just don’t let them take over the trip.
 The Philippines is better experienced awake, not hungover.

[bookmark: _pfqcbsoqyw4n]10. Thinking the Philippines Is a “Do Nothing” Destination
If what you really want is:
 → zero effort
 → resort-only travel
 → no movement
This might not be the right country for you.
The Philippines gives the most to travelers who:
 → move
 → explore
 → adapt
 → say yes to adventure
It rewards curiosity.
 It doesn’t reward laziness.

[bookmark: _dp61yxmjp0lg]Final Thought
Most people who say they “didn’t like” the Philippines:
 → rushed too much
 → planned poorly
 → expected something else
If you:
 → slow down
 → stay flexible
 → accept imperfections
The Philippines will give you some of the best travel moments of your life.


[bookmark: _uftmsqh1yv4x]Chapter 12 – Who This Trip Is (and Isn’t) For
The Philippines isn’t for everyone.
 And that’s completely okay.
This chapter isn’t here to convince you to go.
 It’s here to help you decide before you book flights — not after you’re already frustrated.

[bookmark: _nfxg5ziozd3l]This Trip Is for You If you…

 → enjoy adventure more than comfort
 → don’t panic when plans change
 → are okay with slower travel days
 → like moving between places
 → value nature over luxury
 → can laugh when things don’t go perfectly
 → prefer real experiences over polished ones
If you’ve ever thought:
 “I’d rather have a great story than a perfect hotel”
 —you’re very likely in the right place.

[bookmark: _uxl59qszvdn2]You’ll Especially Enjoy It If You…
→ love island hopping, waterfalls, and boat days
 → enjoy meeting people from all over the world
 → don’t need perfect Wi-Fi all the time
 → are comfortable hopping on trikes or renting a motorbike
 → want a country that still feels raw and real
The Philippines gives you freedom, not structure.

[bookmark: _a1g1uhxllp9s]This Trip Might Not Be for You If…
Be honest with yourself here.
You may struggle in the Philippines if you:
 → want luxury everywhere
 → need perfect roads and infrastructure
 → hate long travel days
 → get stressed when plans change
 → want everything to run on time
 → expect Thailand-level convenience
There are countries that do those things better — and choosing them doesn’t mean you’re “traveling wrong.”

[bookmark: _bbj4dxtjbjg5]If You’re a Backpacker
The Philippines is amazing for backpackers who:
 → move slowly
 → stay flexible
 → choose places intentionally
It’s not the cheapest country in Southeast Asia — but the experiences often make up for it.

[bookmark: _2adqbv7mj836]If You’re Traveling as a Couple
Great choice.
The Philippines offers:
 → romantic beaches
 → quiet islands
 → adventure during the day, slow evenings at night
 → an easy balance between comfort and exploration
Places like Siargao, El Nido, and Palawan work especially well.

[bookmark: _3ndteqs4onty]If You’re Traveling Solo
The Philippines is:
 → friendly
 → social
 → easy to meet people
Hostels, tours, and shared transport make connections natural — especially if you stay a few days in one place instead of constantly moving.

[bookmark: _fqdc5bgrfuyp]If You’re Traveling with Kids
Yes — it’s doable.
Just keep it realistic:
 → choose destinations carefully
 → slow the pace
 → avoid over-moving
 → prepare for heat, bugs, and travel days
Families who treat this as an adventure, not a luxury vacation, usually have the best time.

[bookmark: _2pl890gajyou]The Honest Bottom Line
The Philippines gives a lot — but it asks for:
 → patience
 → flexibility
 → openness
If you want a country that feels alive, unpredictable, and deeply rewarding, you’ll likely fall in love with it.
If you want comfort, efficiency, and perfection — this place may frustrate you.
Neither is wrong.
 Just choose honestly.


[bookmark: _hk0q5f9ivwos]🏳️‍🌈 LGBTQ+ NOTE (HONEST & CLEAR)
[bookmark: _9eo7eepylus]Is the Philippines Safe for LGBTQ+ Travelers?
Short answer: yes — very.
The honest version:
· same-sex marriage is not legally recognized

· the country is largely Catholic

· but socially, the Philippines is one of the most open countries in Asia

LGBTQ+ people are everywhere.
 Openly. Normally.

[bookmark: _drs56ivxoaej]What It’s Like in Reality
· many gay bars (especially in Manila)

· relaxed, non-judgmental vibe on the islands

· no tension, no fear

· I’ve never experienced or heard of real issues related to being gay here

As a gay traveler in the Philippines:
· I’ve always felt safe

· welcome

· treated normally

The law may lag behind — the people don’t.

[bookmark: _vlonqnu383ae]Chapter 13 – How I’d Do It
(My Personal Philippines Playbook)
This isn’t the “best” way to travel the Philippines.
 There isn’t one.
This is just my way — shaped by mistakes, repeat visits, and learning when to stop forcing things.
 Take what fits you. Leave the rest.

[bookmark: _4elc1mc4h6pd]1. I Never Try to “Win” the Philippines
I don’t come here to:
 see everything
 prove anything
 rush from highlight to highlight
I come here knowing that:
 plans will change
 travel days will be slow
 things won’t always work the way I imagined
Once you stop fighting that, something shifts.
 The country softens. And suddenly, everything feels easier.

[bookmark: _nd6h32nlkszv]2. I Fly Into Manila — Then I Leave
I almost always enter through Manila because:
 flights are cheaper
 connections are easier
But unless I land very late, I don’t stay.
 I don’t sightsee.
 I don’t try to “give it a chance.”
If I need one night, I stay in Makati or BGC, sleep, reset — and move on.
The Philippines doesn’t really start in Manila.
 It starts when you reach the islands.

[bookmark: _x09nn5fesqt4]3. I Choose Fewer Places — and Stay Longer
This is my personal rule:
 If I’m moving every two days, I’m doing it wrong.
I’d rather:
 stay five days in one place
 than two days in five different ones
That’s when:
 you stop feeling like a tourist
 people recognize you
 days slow down
That’s when the Philippines starts to feel special.

[bookmark: _hkbb36f04s83]4. I Choose Places Based on Energy, Not Hype
Very honestly, this is how they feel to me:
Cebu / Moalboal → adventure, waterfalls, canyoneering
 Coron → nature, boat days, water that doesn’t feel real
 El Nido → social energy, scenery, balance
 Siargao → slow life, cafés, surfing, community
I don’t force places just because:
 they’re famous
 everyone goes
 Instagram says I should
If a place doesn’t feel right, I leave.
 If it feels good, I stay longer.

[bookmark: _r6n8i7nqb4ws]5. I Always Build Buffer Days
I never plan:
 tight connections
 same-day international transfers
 back-to-back big activities
Weather happens.
 Delays happen.
 Fatigue happens.
Buffer days aren’t wasted days —
 they’re what keep the trip enjoyable.

[bookmark: _qhoa14ybvvy5]6. I Book Big Things Early, Small Things Locally
My usual split is simple.
I book early:
 international flights
 domestic flights to places like Siargao
 popular hostels
I book locally:
 island hopping
 vans
 tours
 transfers
Locals know the weather.
 They know sea conditions.
 They know real prices.
And plans change anyway.

[bookmark: _cs56obr0aoe0]7. I Travel Light — Always
I don’t bring:
 heavy luggage
 extra clothes
 “just in case” items
Just a backpack.
 Light clothes.
 One good pair of shoes.
The less I carry:
 the easier transfers feel
 the less I stress
 the freer I move
The Philippines really rewards light travel.

[bookmark: _8cxmt8ef44js]8. I Respect the Country — and It Gives Back
I don’t rush people.
 I don’t argue over small money.
 I don’t act entitled.
The Philippines has some of the kindest people I’ve ever met.
 If you show patience and respect, you usually get more than that back.

[bookmark: _87lke6813ke4]9. I Accept That It’s Not Perfect
There will be:
 heat
 bugs
 noise
 delays
 moments of frustration
I don’t see those as problems.
 They’re part of the experience.
The Philippines isn’t polished.
 It’s alive.

[bookmark: _j0s9lh3gvku0]10. Why I Always Come Back
Because even with all of that:
 the water is unreal
 the landscapes are wild
 the people are genuinely kind
 the sense of freedom is hard to beat
The Philippines gives a lot —
 but it asks for patience in return.
If you can give that, it gives back more than most places ever will.

📊 QUICK COMPARISON – CITIES & VIBES
[bookmark: _lfn5r610x3hb]Where Fits You Best?

	Place
	Adventure
	Social
	Nature
	Chill
	Diving
	Surf

	El Nido
	✅✅✅
	✅✅
	✅✅✅
	✅
	✅
	❌

	Coron
	✅
	❌
	✅✅✅
	✅
	✅✅
	❌

	Siargao
	✅✅
	✅✅✅
	✅✅
	✅✅✅
	✅
	✅✅✅

	Moalbaol
	✅✅✅
	❌
	✅✅
	✅
	✅✅✅
	❌

	Bohol
	✅
	❌
	✅✅
	✅
	✅
	❌

	Siquijor
	✅✅
	✅
	✅✅
	✅✅
	❌
	❌




[bookmark: _i9fax9873scd]Final Thought
I don’t travel the Philippines to escape life.
 I travel it to feel it more.
If you move slower, stay flexible, and travel with intention,
 this country will stay with you long after you leave.

[bookmark: _jdkrvxq1rxxz]Final Notes & Thank You
If you’ve made it to the end — thank you.
 Really. Thank you.
This is the first e-book I’ve ever written, and I didn’t know exactly where it would go when I started. I just knew I wanted to share the Philippines in a way that’s real — not polished, not filtered, not perfect.
It’s an incredible country, but you do have to adjust a little.
 Slow down.
 Stay flexible.
 Don’t get overwhelmed when things don’t go exactly to plan.
That is the experience.
If this guide helped you feel more prepared, more confident, or more excited — then it’s done exactly what I hoped it would do.
Travel safe.
 Be kind.
 Stay curious.
Love you — thank you.
 And see you somewhere in the world 🤍
Marko xx




