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[bookmark: _Toc421113834]Introduction
This is a personal book, I am not a biblical scholar or an accomplished writer; I am a unique person to God who is searching to grow every day in my relationship with Him. This journey taught me two amazing truths: number one - I know how absolutely valuable I am, and number two - we all operate in our gifts whether or not we know what they are because the Spirit of God dwells and operates in us.
This is not a task, it’s purpose is to take you to a quiet place and mindset where you can allow the Holy Spirit to impart information to your spirit. When you come away you will come away changed. Welcome to an adventure of discovery!
I invite you to un-bury the power within you by releasing the energy of your Spiritual Gifts to change your life, better serve God, your loved ones and the community around you.
Sometime ago, I ran across an exercise I shared with the kids I worked with. The exercise was to figure out how much time they wasted every day.  The kids got it when I equated time to dollars. (This exercise is in the book for you) The purpose of this exercise is to understand how much God is investing in you, and your Spiritual Gifts are His tools for you to use to bring Him glory and to love and serve the Body of Christ.
I started to think about how much time I waste in my life, what I had done to serve the Body of Christ, or make an impact on the world. My thoughts at the time were very bleak. The good thing was, however, I developed a drive to find out how I could change. I had a deep feeling I needed power that I thought I did not have. I was introduced to Spiritual Gifts in my former church. I embraced and operated in the Gift of Intercession, because it came naturally to me.  I did not, however, take advantage of information about Spiritual Gifting. I did not actively seek and operate in Spiritual Gifts  because I thought it was not for me.
I, like most people, was unaware that I buried the Spiritual Gifting that comes from God, because one of my defense mechanisms is to automatically bury what I don’t understand.   
I want you to discover the meaning & fulfillment you gain when you understand the Spiritual Gifts in you.  It is my belief that God gives us the desire to seek His guidance in order to fulfill our purpose. It was that desire that prompted this study and exercise in Spiritual Gifting. It is a simple concise walk through the Spiritual Gifts in the scriptures, with the supporting information you need to understand the God in you. If you follow the study from beginning to end you will find not only your gifts but the gifts of your children, your mom and dad, and many others around you. As I researched, I was amazed at how my eyes and heart opened to many people around me.
I explored the material in this book to help me uncover my gifts. I want everyone to know that Spiritual Gifting is nothing less than the Spirit of God Himself in us. I see, now, how using my Spiritual Gifts energize my mind and body, because God imparts revelation to my mind, infuses my will with power, and works His sovereign and gracious purposes through me.
In each gift survey, you will find the category that defines the operation of the gift, the name of the gift, a full biblical description, spiritual examples, and characteristics that define the gift.  We will also look at strengths and weaknesses of a person with the gift; and you will be able to test confirmations to determine whether you have the gift, where your gift fits in your God-given purpose in life, your family, your church, your work place and your influence in the world. Finally, you will have the opportunity to explore your gifting in an area of personal study designed to help you allow the Holy Spirit (that Jesus sent to us to “teach us all things”) to guide you throught this process of growth and equipping. The purpose is to build your personal Spiritual Gifts on the path to becoming complete in Christ, and to becoming a powerful force in the Body of Christ.

[bookmark: _Toc421113835]Preface

This study requires a lot of biblical background information. It is important to go through the complete process in order to allow the Holy Spirit in you to guide you to the information meant especially for you. A person or a test cannot define your Spiritual Gifts for you. If you work through this process, you will find out who you really are.
The Word of God is amazing and every word is there for our teaching, the enhancement of our lives, and for building a closer relationship to God. When you allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to wisdom and knowledge you begin to live the life God destined for you. 
Spiritual Gifts are God’s personality traits that He gave to you from the beginning of time. Psalm 139 states: “He knew you before you were formed in your mother’s womb.” He gives us His personality because we are made in His image. You can trace the Spirit Gifts He gives us throughout the Word. The amazing thing is that you can see them in use as God deals with the nation of Israel in the Old Testament and you can see them in the Ministry of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. The inspiration for this book is from the Holy Spirt because Jesus came to reconcile us to the Father. Once we are reconciled, our task becomes to display the traits of our Father.  
I am presenting this book to you to help you get a vision of how God sees you. I pray it will enhance your life as it has mine.


[bookmark: _Toc421113836]SESSION# Label  Header 
Session I  What We Will Cover: Label – Session Cover
*Label – Intro to Session
Part I – Discovery – What You Know? Label - TOC
What Do We Know? - Learn about our natural desires, abilities and learning styles in the physical world. Label – General Question/Topic
Part II – Riches – How Rich Are You? Label - TOC
Find Our Riches - We have natural riches in the world, in terms of money, but there is so much more. Label – General Question/Topic 
Part III – Commitment - * Label - TOC
Making a Commitment - Setting your mind on going through this process. Label – General Question/Topic 
Part IV – Exploring - Life Lessons Label - TOC 
The lessons that you learn every day point you in  the right direction. Label – General Question/Topic
Part V – Self Study - Examples of Scripture Label - TOC 
Examples of Scripture,.Worksheets, Study Guide

SESSION# Label  Header Session # 
Session I - Part 1  Discovery Label- Document Style
What Do You Know?  Label  - General Question
We all learn by using our five senses: hearing, seeing, touching, smelling, taste. However, each of us has a specific learning style. Choose which best describes you. Then, later, we will compare your style with your Spiritual Gifts Label – Intro/Description to Part#
The purpose of Part 1 is to determine what we know about ourselves in the natural.  Label – Explaination Part #*
What is your specific learning style?  Label – Specific Question 1
Are you a Listener?  Dominant Sense used for learning=*hearing
___ You like to hear explanations so you can mull it over and ask questions. 
Are you a Seer?   Dominant Sense used for learning=seeing 
___You have to be shown, so you can take in the visual information.  
Are you a Doer?  Combination of senses used for learning=using all
___ You have to do it yourself so you can verify the information. 
Alternatively, is your style a combination of listening, seeing and doing?
Think about where your learning style came from.
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Documents\Spiritual Gifts\Learning-styles.png]When did you remember first remember liking to do things a curtain way? At School, at Play, or at Work?
Is your learning style like anyone else’s? _____
Did you copy Mom or Dad; Family or Friends?_____
Would you say your unique learning style is a gift?_____ Label - Content
Instruction	Write on your pad your innate/natural desires and abilities. Write on your pad a list of other things you know about yourself that you think may be gifts.
Action	Keep these desires, abilities, and gifts in mind, as you go through these Sessions.
The Desired Outcome is to begin to understand about yourself in the natural that makes you unique.
Part I - Discovery - What Do You Know? Label Footer Part #- TOC

Part II - Riches - How Rich Are You? Label Footer Part #- TOC
SESSION# Label  Header 
Session I - Part 2 -  Riches Label – Document Style
How Rich Are You? Label – General Question
Part 2 is to understand the value of spiritual riches versus natural riches. Label - Summary
The world says, “Time is money”. Consequently, only God can give you riches (money) because only God can give you time. He made time so He could relate to us, and He continues to control time. You cannot earn it, buy it, make it, or save it. No one can stop it, start it, give it to you or take it way. Label – Intro to Part
Exploring Spiritual versus Natural Riches Label - Specific Question/Topic 1
Since for the world time is money, for our purposes today, we are going to make minutes into dollars. To compare what we are worth in the natural as compared to the spiritual 
For the purposes of this study, time (minutes) will equal money (dollars) and will represent natural riches because people understand and pay attention to money, but pay little attention to minutes. Label - Content
So!!! According to natural money/time calculations, Label – Comment 
What’s in Your Wallet ? Label – Comment Balloon
[image: ]Label - Illustration #2
We have done the math and there are 525,600 minutes (for our purposes minutes equal dollars) in a year. Label - Content  
If I multiply my age times $525,600 dollars the amount would equal $36,266,400 
According to my calculations in my 69 years, I have had a total of Thirty - Six Million Two Hundred Sixty Six Thousand Four Hundred dollars in my wallet every year of my life. Even more amazing is the fact that God pays me $525,600 dollars a year, and He continues to pay me every year. Label - Content
Impressive… Right! Label – Comment Ballon
Oh, But look at God’s timing! Label - Comment
For the purposes of this study time (minutes) expressed as money (dollars) will equal the spiritual riches of God’s time, and one day equals one-thousand days in God’s time. Label - Content
God’s time is infinite and infinitely valuable. He took His valuable time to make you in His image, and you have that time slot for eternity. You have a finite time on this earth with an appointed time to be born and a time to die, but not a minute of time is lost because He spends His time loving you unconditionally. Label - Comment
Everyone tries to imagine God’s time and timing but just for demonstration let’s say one day equals a thousand days in God’s time. Label - Content
We have done the math and there are 525,600,000 minutes (for our purposes minutes equal dollars) in God’s year. Label - Content
*Example 3   Label - Example[image: ]
If I multiply my age times $525,600,000 dollars the amount would equal $36,266,400,000  Label - Content
According to my calculations in my 69 years, I have had a total of Thirty - Six Billion Two Hundred Sixty Six Million Four Hundred Thousand dollars in my wallet for my lifetime. Even more amazing is the fact that God pays me $525,600,000 million dollars a year, and He continues to pay me every year I live. Label - Content 

Example 5  Label – Example # 
[image: ]







Instruction	Do the math to see how much God has invested in you: Multiply $525,600,000 by your age. Use your cell phone calculator. Write the amount down on your pad. 
Action	Reflect on this information as it relates to your life. Write down your thoughts on what you are truly worth.  Label- Action
Desired Outcome of this exercise is to commit to your Spirit how valuable you are to God.

The incredible fact is that all human beings made in the image of God receive the same amount of time and their time slot lasts for eternity. No human being is richer than any other human being on this earth. The only difference is that we as born-again believers know our worth/value by God’s standards. We should not apply natural standards when we think of our worth/value.  Label - Content
It is even more amazing how priceless we are to God. When you have a visual image of your worth, it makes you hold your head up high, and glorify God.  No one can put a value on you and no one can de-value you. Label – Comment
Part III - Commitment Label Footer Part #- TOC
SESSION# Label  Header 
Session I – Part III – Commitment Label – Document Style
Where do we start to get the basis for understanding Spiritual Gifting? Label – General Question
Many Scriptures give us the answer, but Psalm 139 tells us that God, from the beginning, relates to us in our everyday life. Part 3 is to gain the information you will need to make a commitment to go through this entire process so that the Holy Spirit can lead you to your Spiritual Giftings.  Label – Intro to Part
Using Psalm 139 
Commit to your Spirit that God knows you based on Psalm 139.
He is always with you.
He equipped you, “for you are fearfully and wonderfully made.”
~Psalm 139:
1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
 4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 
5 You hem me in--behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.
[bookmark: 10] 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
[bookmark: 11]7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
[bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13]8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
[bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15]10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me," 
[bookmark: 16]12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
[bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19]13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
[bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21]14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
[bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24]15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 
16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
17 How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them; they would outnumber the grains of sand. 
When I awake, I am still with you. Label – Content


Instruction	Start by committing to your Spirit that God knows you.
Action 	Acknowledge daily that He is always with you, and that He has equipped you. Believe you are fearfully and wonderfully made 
Desired Outcome: for this section is prayfully make a commitment to letting the Holy Spirit, in you, guide you through God’s process of equipping you. 

Part IV –  Life Lessons Label – TOC
Session I - Part 4 – Life Lessons 
What brings true success in life? Label – General Question
When God speaks of success in Scripture, He relates it to a focus on His Word and the inner activity of meditation. In order to discover true success meditate on the Word of God. Meditating on Scripture involves bringing God’s Word to your heart so that it gives direction for every area of your life. You can fulfill God’s purposes for your life and experience true fulfillment and success by making it your priority every day to strive to walk in obedience to God’s Word.
 Part 4 is to develop a structured routine and a frame of mind that leads to success in your life. Label Summary
Instruction	Begin a routine of studying and meditating on God’s Word A good place to start is with a year long reading Bible plan
Action	Develop a regular mediation process in order to stay focused in the right direction. Label – Action
Desired Outcome	 for this section is to begin to take your interaction with God’s Word to a higher level by developing a routine of study and meditation.
My meditation example: I wake up with music and prayer each day, and my study is directed by the Holy Spirit. In my life, effective meditation gives me peace and allows me to draw closer to my inner spirit and to God. Label – Example


Part V – Study:  TOC
Session I - Part 5 – Study:: Examples of Scripture Label – Document Style 
Part 5 is a listing of examples of scripture that contain God’s promises for our lives that give us encouragement and direct us to positive thoughts.
How will you have good success?
Psalms 72:7  “In his days the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.”
Job 22:21 "Submit to God and be at peace with Him; in this way prosperity will come to you”
Proverbs 21:21 “He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor.”
Whatever you do, will prosper.
Psalm 1:2–3 “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers..” 
You will excel in wisdom and understanding. 
Daniel 2:23 “I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and power, You have made known to me what we asked of You, You have made known to us the dream of the king."
Luke 21:15 “For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.”
Acts 7:9-10 "Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God was with him and rescued him from all his troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt; so he made him ruler over Egypt and all his palace.”
You will have power over sin. 
Psalm 119:9-16 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word. 
You will discover how to live. 
Proverbs 4:1-4 “Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. I give you sound learning, so do not forsake my teaching. When I was a boy in my father's house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he taught me and said, Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands and you will live.”
Your success will be obvious to all. 
I Timothy 4:15-16 “Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.”

Instruction	 Meditate on the scriptures listed as a beginning to your personal understanding of the promises of God. As part of your daily study and mediation routine reflect on these scriptures and find others that encourage you
Action	Carry these scriptures with you so you can refer to them throughout your day to encourage yourself in the promises of God.  
Desired Outcome	of Part 5 is to familiarize yourself with scriptures that  encourage you and direct your thought process to the positive path God designed for you. Label – Desired Outcome	


Part VI – Gauge Your Progress :  TOC
Session I - Part VI – How to Gauge Your Progress:
Label – Document Style
Have you been able to allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to wisdom and knowledge? Label – General Question
Part 6 is to complete an assessment on whether or not you are ready to begin the next Session. You must comfortable in your knowledge of this session in order to move on to Session II where we will begin studying Spiritual Gifts Label – Summary
Instruction	Are you clear about What You Know for Session 1? Answer the following questions and write any comments you have. You should list what you understand, what needs clarification, and how each of the parts impact your life. Label – Instruction
____ Have you done the math? 
____ Have you made a commitment to complete this entire process?
____ Have you set up a routine to regularly study the life lessons around you?
____ Do you have a Meditation and bible Study Process in place. Label – sq2
Action	 Move on to Section 2 if can answer yes to all 5 questions in the instruction section. If you cannot answer yes to all 5 questions, go back to the section you need to review. Ask for clarifications and additional support if you need help. Going to the next section without completing the foundation exercises may cause you to be confused later in this process.  Label – Action
Desired Outcome	 for Session I Parts 1-6 is build a solid foundation. When you started, this it may all have been “greek” to you… but now you should a better biblical foundation for moving through this process. Label – Desired Outcome

	

[bookmark: _Toc421113838]
Session II - What We Will Cover:
Define What We Mean When We Say Spiritual Gifts
What are Spiritual Gifts?
Understanding why God is the Source of Spiritual Gifts 
What is the source of Spiritual Gifts?
Realize that everyone has Spiritual Gifts
Who Has Spiritual Gifts?
Why did God give us Spiritual Gifts?
Understand How Spiritual Gifts Work
Explore Life Lessons 
Life Lessons
Self Study


Part I - What Are Spiritual Gifts? TOC
Session II - Part I - What are Spiritual Gifts?  - Document Style Label
Part 1 is to demonstrate the divine nature of Spiritual Gifts and to understand all aspects of Spiritual Gifts as established in the scriptures.
A new revelation for me is that Spiritual Gifts are God’s genes and personality traits in us. He gave me His genes and personality traits because I am made in His image. Genesis 1:29  This revelation allows me to connect to my Heavenly Father in a tangible way. Spiritual Gifts are the divine presence and power of God that He gives us by grace, and they are assigned to us by the Holy Spirit.
We can see examples of the Five – Fold Ministry Traits God used to minister to the Nation of Israel in Old Testament scriptures.
1. He set in place a new nation the Nation of Israel. Apostle signees 17:8
2. He set things in order on Mount Zion through Moses and the Ten Commandments.  Prophet duxeos 34:38
3. He brought Abraham from his pagan religion into His kingdom. 
4. Evangelist seeings 17:3
5. He was the Shepherd over the flock when the Israelites spent forty years in the desert. Pastor/Shepherd  uhsajo 5:6
6. He taught all the prophets in the Old Testament His words so they could minister to the people. Teacher  suxdoe 7:12
Instruction	 Un-scramble the scripture and verse for each trait, then lookup each Scripture in your Bible for a scriptural instance of God’s use of each trait . Sample Answer …1. Genisis  1:7-8
Action	Keep this information handy as you study each Spiritual Gift so you can see the traits/Spiritual Gifts working in the Word of God.
Scriptural Origin for Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men
.
Natural Talents versus Spiritual Gifts
Spiritual Gifts 
From God independent of parents
From rebirth
To benefit mankind on the spiritual level
Must be recognized, developed, and exercised or they remain buried
When used in the Spirit, they bring Glory to God.

Natural Talents
From God through parents
From birth
To impact mankind on the natural level
Should be recognized, developed, and exercised
Produces results that reflect upon self 

Basic Truths About Gifts:
God gives His personality traits to us from the beginning of time. Before you were in your mother’s womb, He knew you. Psalm 139 13:14. When we are born, we begin to display the personality traits. We can see a child’s personality developing almost as soon as they are born. Some babies are quiet looking around and reflecting on things and other babies are loud and demanding. Many times, we say that child is just like his father. We also have the traits of our heavenly Father and we display them in our lives. We know this because Jesus said: If you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father. John 14:9   The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are Heirs--Heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Romans 8:16-17. If we are children of God and Heirs we get His personality traits also. 
God gives grace in the form of Gifts so that everything brings glory to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 4:11
There are Christians who are unaware of their Spiritual Gifts. Accepting Christ activates our Spiritual Gifts, but they may lie undiscovered and dormant for a long time. 1 Corinthians 12:1
Only believers can grow in their Spiritual Gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:3-4
Every Christian has at least one gift, and Spiritual Gifts are not limited to a sub-group of believers. The Spirit distributes gifts to all Christian men, women, and children.  1 Peter 4:10
Gifts are for the common good. 1 Corinthians 12:7 
The Holy Spirit decides what gifts you get based on the knowing expressed in Psalms 139. 1 Corinthians 12:11    
Each gift is important in the body. However, God placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be. 1 Corinthians 12:18-20
No one receives all the gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:28 
Not everyone has the same single gift. 1 Corinthians 12:29
Lack of love renders gifts ineffective, abused, and neglected. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
We must faithfully use our gifts. 1 Peter 4:8-11; 1 Timothy 4:14 ; 1 Corinthians 4:2  
Using our gifts causes growth individually and in the church. Ephesians 4:16;  Corinthians 12:21-23
God uses all of the gifts in each of these three categories to minister to His Church and to accomplish His work in the world.
Perfecting and Equipping Ministry  Gifts: “ . .  Differences of administrations . . .” I Corinthians 12:5;  Ephesians 4:11–13; and I Corinthians 12:27–31.) 
Perfecting and Equipping Ministry Gifts represent what God does with a believer. They determine how one serves and meets needs within the Body of Christ. These gifts are the ministries and offices in the Church. In Ephesians 4:11 the Apostle Paul mentions five Ministry Gifts: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Ministry gifts produce growth.

Life Changing Manifestation Gifts: “ . . . Diversities of operations . . .
I Corinthians 12:6 
Manifestation gifts represent what God does through a believer in a given situation to demonstrate His supernatural power. They demonstrate the actions of God in the church by using believers to carry out supernatural occurrences.  There are nine Manifestation Gifts listed in I Corinthians 12:7–11: word of wisdom, word of knowledge, gift of faith, gifts of healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, divers kinds of tongues, and interpretation of tongues. Manifestation gifts produce action.
Support/Team Motivational Gifts: “ . . . Diversities of gifts . . .” I Corinthians 12:4
Motivational gifts represent what God does in a believer to shape his perspective on life and motivate his thoughts and actions. These gifts provide a frame of reference through which the believer sees the needs of others. A person receives Motivational Gifts at the time of salvation.  These gifts requires our participation. We have the responsibility to seek wisdom and knowledge through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
This study covers 13 Motivational gifts: administration, evangelism, exhortation, giving, hospitality, leadership, mercy, prophecy, service, shepherding, teaching, worship, and writing.  Motivational gifts produce change.


Part 2 - What is the Source of Spiritual Gifts? TOC
Session II - Part 2 – What is the Source of Spiritual Gifts?
Part 2 is to confirm the scriptural and spiritual origin of our Spiritual Gifts .
[bookmark: 40][bookmark: 41][bookmark: 42][bookmark: 43][bookmark: 44][bookmark: 45]Through the Holy Spirit, God empowers believers to use their gifts for the church, the good of others, and for His glory. When you receive God’s gift of salvation in Christ you receive Spiritual Gifts that enable you to play a key role in the life of the Church. You need to understand that it is the Holy Spirit that gives you, empowers you, and teaches you. That is why Christ sent the Holy Spirit to teach you all things. John 14: 26-27 “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
1 Corinthian 12:1-11 “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore, I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one, there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. “
[bookmark: Eph4_7][bookmark: Eph4_8][bookmark: Eph4_9][bookmark: Eph4_10][bookmark: Eph4_11][bookmark: Eph4_12][bookmark: Eph4_13][bookmark: Eph4_14][bookmark: Eph4_15][bookmark: Eph4_16] Ephesians 4:7-12 “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  This is why it says: "When He ascended on high, He led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." (What does "He ascended" mean except that He also descended to the lower, earthly regions ?  He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
Instruction	 Write down on your pad your understanding of what you read in the above scriptures. You should write what you understood, and what needs clarification for you. Be ready to discuss you views with the group.
Action	Keep this information in mind as your study all of the Spiritual Gifts we will cover.
Desired Outcome	 for Part 2 is to get a clear and complete understanding of the source of Spiritual Gifts


Part 3 – Who Has Spiritual Gifts TOC
Session II - Part 3 - Who Has Spiritual Gifts?
Part 3 is to gain information so that we understand that every human being is born with gifts, however, for believers our gifts become active and Spiritual in nature when we receive salvation. Label - Summary 
With our salvation comes gifting by grace, and every believer receives at least one Spiritual Gift. God gives you a supernatural desire to perform the duties of those gifts, because Spiritual Gifts are tools. They are a source of joy in our lives, and they influence our motives, all of the time. Whether you accept it or not, God has gifted you with a calling. And, because He has called you, what He has called, He has  purposed. He has provided provisions for you to accomplish your calling.  Spiritual Gifts join us together into one Body. The final purpose of our gifting and grace is to become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:13 
The Value of Understanding Spiritual Gifts
Knowing we all have gift sets that are unique, valuable, and needed in the Body of Christ gives believers purpose in God’s kingdom. God’s love gives us a mandate to treat each part of the Body with the value it deserves. In order to fulfill God’s purpose for our gifts, there can be no division in the Body of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:17-25 “If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don't need you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don't need you!’  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are un-presentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. “
How do Spiritual Gifts Influence the Way We See Life? 
Spiritual Gifts influence our perspective on life. A Christian’s motivational Spiritual Gifts functions like a pair of eyeglasses: they create change; they enhance his spiritual vision in a manner prescribed specifically for him. They equip him to see life in the way God wants him to see life. God has purposefully distributed particular gifts among His children rather than giving us each all of the many Spiritual Gifts. 
We need each other, and we need all of the perspectives reflected by the Motivational gifts. The following illustration demonstrates how the particular gifts focus on different areas of influence. Each one “sees” a unique set of needs and can share a unique perspective. 
Imagine a group that meet for dinner, and someone dropped the dessert on the floor. 
Here are possible responses. Each gift influences what would motivate their words.
A Prophet might say: “That’s what happens when you’re not careful!” 
(Motivation: To correct the problem) 
A Server might say: “Oh, let me help you clean it up.”
 (Motivation: To meet a need)
A Teacher might say: “It fell because it was too heavy on one side, which could have been avoided if you’d checked the balance of the dish when you made the dessert or before you lifted it from the counter.” 
(Motivation: To discover why it happened)
An Exhorter might say: “Next time, serve the dessert from a different dish, and then everything will be alright.”
 (Motivation: To encourage and prepare for the future)
A Giver might say: “I’ll be happy to buy a new dessert.” 
(Motivation: To  meet a tangible need)
An Administrator might say: “Jim, would you get the mop? Sue, please help pick it up, and Mary, come help me fix another easy dessert.”
 (Motivation: To help the group work together to achieve their immediate goal) 
 A Mercy might say: “Don’t feel badly. It could have happened to anyone.”
 (Motivation: To comfort the person responsible for the mess and offer sympathy)


Instruction	 Put yourself in this scenario.  Write down what you would say to the person who dropped the dessert. 
Action	Reflect on your answer and try to determine what the motivation for your answer might be. Keep in mind your motivation as we continue.
Desired Outcome	 for Part 3 is to recognize and understand in the Word of God that all believers receive gifts, that gifts are valuable and work together in the body, and finally that our gifts influence the way we see life. 


Part 4 – Spiritual Gifts versus the Gift of the Spirit and Fruits of the Spirit TOC
Session II - Part 4 - Spiritual Gifts versus the Gift of the Spirit and Fruits of the Spirit
Part 4 is for clarification of the many references in the scriptures to the word “spirit”.
There is nothing in the bible that is there without a purpose, because the bible is  our blueprint for life. There is a relationship between Spiritual Gifts, The Gift of the Spirit and the Fruit of the Spirit. 
Spiritual Gifts, given by God, become active when we receive of the Gift of the Spirit. God gives us the Gift of the Spirit to dwell in us by His grace when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. The outcome to living with the Gift of the Spirit operating in our lives and exercising our Spiritual Gifts for the advancement of the Kingdom of God produces the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control)  in our lives. And with the Furit of the Spirit in your life you can produce change. If you come to the lost with a countenance of the Fruit of the Spirit you can lead them to salvation and Jesus Christ.
Spiritual Gifts God gives us as He sees fit:  “Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”  1 Corinthians 12:3-11
Gift of the Spirit is what God gives us by His grace when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior. The Holy Spirit is the Comforter Jesus speaks of:  "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him." Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  "All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. John 14:15-28
The Fruit of the Spirit as outlined in Galatians deals with how we live, and what we should strive for in our character in order to inherit the Kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:19-25 “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit”.  
Part 5 - Why Did God Give Us Spiritual Gifts?
Session II - Part 5 - Why Did God Give Us Spiritual Gifts?
Part 5 is to gain scriptural knowledge that confirms God gave us Spiritual Gifts for  specific reasons.
Although God has given us Spiritual Gifts for many purposes, ultimately, all of the gifts glorify God. ((Like: List Bullets))
Instruction	Read the definition or examples Label – Instruction	
Action 	Write the matching purpose from the list above. Label-Action
Ephesians 4:12–13,15 “ It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
To Manifest God’s Presence in the Body of Christ on Earth
Jesus is our perfect example: He exemplified all the Spiritual Gifts through the words He spoke and the actions He carried out. Since Jesus is now at the right hand of God the Father, the Holy Spirit is the primary manifestation of the presence of God on the earth. Our heavenly Father distributes the gifts in the Body, so believers now glorify God.
To Remind Us of Our Dependence on One Another
Rather than giving each believer all of the gifts, in most instances, the Lord chooses to give each of His children one Motivational Gift and an unlimited number of Ministry and Manifestation Gifts. He did this so we would understand, and support the Body. Our understanding of Spiritual Gifts matures us , and our appreciation for all the members of the Body is enhanced. We need each other desperately. God has not given “the whole picture” to any individual, but He has given each of us a “window” through which we can perceive one another’s needs. We cannot meet all the needs unless the Body of Christ is thriving, and practicing our gifts in love.
Romans 12:3-6   “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.“ 
To Build Unity in the Church
Spiritual Gifts unite the Church. In his letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul exhorts believers to, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  He explains that God gave the Ministry Gifts (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers) “to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:3; Ephesians 4:12–13
To Edify the Church—Individually and Corporately
God gives us Spiritual Gifts for the edification of the Church, to build up the Body of Christ in love and unity. God distributes His gifts among His people so His power, love, and wisdom shows and edifies the Body of Christ. Paul exhorted the Corinthian believers, clearly identifying edification of the Church as the main purpose for gifts: I Corinthians 14:12 “So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.” 
The Spiritual Gifts (Ministry, Manifestation, and Motivational gifts) are God’s provision to equip His children to minister to others in ways beyond human capability and ingenuity. The Spiritual Gifts are never an end in themselves. They are tools to show the love of God to all men. They are not mysterious powers, and “you cannot buy or sell them”. God gives these gifts to His children at His discretion and for His glory. I Corinthians 12:11 “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.” 
To Reveal the Living God to Unbelievers
The Spirit of God works through the Spiritual Gifts so that both believers and unbelievers can understand. Believers are encouraged through the manifestation of the Spiritual Gifts, and they know that God truly is near and is actively, diligently, carefully, and thoroughly carrying out His will in the earth. Unbelievers come face to face with the reality of the living God as He displays His power, His love, and His wisdom through His people.
To Bring Glory to God
God has given gifts to the Body of Christ to manifest His presence among us, to remind us of our dependence upon one another and build unity in the Church, to edify the Church individually and corporately, and to reach the lost. Through Spiritual Gifts a believer is humbled, fulfilled, encouraged, and made useful in the hands of God, and an unbeliever experiences the living God.

Part 6 – Life Lessons TOC
Session II - Part 6 – Life Lessons
Part 6 is to explore scriptures that show you God has a design for His creation and that includes all of us.
What Scriptures Address the Concept of God’s Design for His Creation?
Instruction	Consider the following truths about God’s design in our lives. Strive to build a foundation of truth in your heart and mind so that you can combat the temptations of inferiority and discouragement. 
                              Study the scriptures listed. Write down what you understand and what needs clarification for you. Ask for help if you need to. 
God designed you before birth. Psalm 139:14-17
You have spiritual gifts. Ephesians 4:7, 11-13 1 Peter 4:10
God’s grace works within you to do His good pleasure. 1 Corinthians 15:10, Philippians 2:13
God has one inward ideal that is not based on outward form. Romans 8:28-29
Your weaknesses can display God’s power. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Comparing yourself with others is not productive. 2 Corinthians 10:12 Attractiveness, position or mental acuity does not indicate worth. 1 Corinthians 12:21-26	
Action	Use these scriptures to give you the confidence that you are not alone and God has a plan for your life. Label – Action                               
                              Pray to the Holy Spirit for insight into what you do not understand. Label – Action
Desired Outcome	 for this section is to continue to take your interaction with God’s Word to a higher level by developing a routine of study and meditation.

Part 7 – Self Study
Session II - Part 7 – Self Study
Part 7 is to reinforce what we’ve covered. For the most part scriptures that appear here and are used in Session II. Use them to solidify the foundation to begin the study of Spiritual Gifts. 
Psalms 139:14–17 “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!”
2 Corinthians 10:12 “We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.” 
Romans 8:28–29 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
I Corinthians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”
Philippians 2:13 “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
II Corinthians 12:7–10 “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Ephesians 4:7, 11–13 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.   It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
I Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 
I Corinthians 12:21–26 “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don't need you!’ And the head cannot say to the feet: ’I don't need you!’  On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”
Instruction	Answer these nine questions. If you can answer all of them with complete understanding as lead by the Holy Spirit. You have built a strong foundation for success.
1. Do you understandhow you were made?
2. Do you understand God’s creations are unique so we cannot compare one to another?
3. Do you understand that all things work for the good for those that love God.
4. Do you understand that the grace of God makes you who you are?
5. Do you understand God works in you to do His will and good purpose.
6. Do youunderstand when you are weak God is strong for you?
7. Do you understand that by grace Christ gave us gifts so that the Body of christ may be built up until we have unity, the knowledge of the Son of God, and mature to the whole measure of Christ.
8. Do you understand that you must use your gift to serve others.
9. Do you understand the Body of Christ is fitly joined together, and the parts cannot function separately from one another.

Action	Reflect on your answers to these questions. How do these statements affect your life? How can you use these statements to enhance your relationship with God, your inner Spirit and those around you? 
Desired Outcome	 to understand that the foundation you build can change your life and open your Spirit to learn more about who you are and what your relationship to God can become.


Part 8 – Gauge Your Progress :  TOC
Session II - Part IV – How to Gauge Your Progress: Label – Document Style
Have you been able to allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to wisdom and knowledge? 
Instruction	Answer the following questions and write any comments you have. You should list what you understand, what needs clarification, and how each of the parts impacted your life.
1. Can you define Spiritual gifts
2. Do you know the source of Spiritual Gifts
3. Do you know who has Spiritual Gifts
4. Do you understand why God gave believers Spiritual Gifts
Action	 Move on to Section 3 if you can answer yes to all 4 questions in these instructions. If you cannot answer yes to all of questions, go back to the section you need to review. Ask for clarifications and additional support if you need help. Going to the next section without completing the foundation exercises will cause you confusion later in the process.  Label – Action
Desired Outcome is to determine whether or not you are ready for the Session 3. You must be comfortable with the knowledge you gained in Session 1 & Session 2 in order to move on to where we will be studying Spiritual Gifts  in Session 3 


Session III - What We Will Cover:
Participate in an Analysis of Spiritual Gifts:
Ephesians 4:8-15 is a scripture that describes the Five-Fold Perfecting and Equipping Ministry Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:8,28-30 is a scripture that describes  the Life Changing Manifestation Gifts
Romans 12:4-8 is a scripture that describes the Support/Team Motivational Gifts
1. Prophets - to Proclaim the Doctrine of Love as taught by Jesus Christ.  
2. Apostles - to build churches with the foundational doctrine as taught by Jesus Christ.
3. Evangelist - to reach the lost with the message of Jesus Christ. 
4. Pastors - to care for the flock and continuously spread the Gospel as Jesus Christ did. 
5. Teachers - to keep the Doctrine of Love flowing so that the flock know Jesus Christ as the Head of the Church. 
[bookmark: b] Ephesians 4:8-15  “Therefore, He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.’ (Now this, ‘He ascended’--what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He Himself, gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ.”
Christ gave gifts to men because He Himself owned and operated in these five ministry functions. He is authorized to give them to us, and He gave them as gifts of grace so that we could do what He did and more. John 17:18; John 14:12
The true meaning of this text in Ephesians is that Christ, as the Head of the Church, prior to ascending on high to reclaim His seat at the right hand of God, gave these five Gifts of Ministry to certain individuals of His choosing, for the purpose of equipping the believers for the work of the Ministry. God intended for the believers, not the Ministers to do the work of the Ministry. Five-Fold Ministers are the coaches, teachers, trainers, who are charged with equipping, training, and releasing the saints to do the work of the Ministry.  They are equipped with supernatural Motivational and Manifestation Gifts by the Holy Spirit for training the believers.
You need these in order for scriptual confirmationThe Early Church did not have a written account of the Ministry of Christ or a full book of the Bible as we do. Christ left the church with resources to further the Kingdom of God in the form of men and women equipped with gifts and skills they needed:
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 “To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.”
“Whom God calls He equips.” Romans 8:28-30
These are Manifestation Gifts. These gifts are life changing. This is the spiritual confirmation that the Gifts are given. 
It is important that you understand that this is not a choice but a given.
1 Corinthians 12:28-30 “And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret? “
The true meaning of the descriptions of gifts in 1 Corinthians is to teach that there are many different kinds of gifts. This tell you that there are different kinds of gifts and everyone is not the same as they are not meant to be so.
Romans 12:4-8 “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. “
In this text in Romans, we receive instructions for working in our gifts. As we grow in our gifts, we aspire to reach the goals set in this scripture.
This scripture clarifies for us that though we have different gifts all of the gifts make up one body.  Gifts don’t operate independent of each other. They work together.
Instruction	Study each scripture to understand how the scripture teaches about the gift. You should concentrate on the examples in each. Make sure you understand the scriptural basis for each gift as outlined in these scriptural examples.  Having a clear example of each gift in the scriptures, will help you form an assessment of whether or not you fit that example.
Action	Write down what you understand, and what keeps clarification for you. Ask for help if you need to.. 
Desired Action of Section 3 Part I is to give a strong Biblical foundation by example of Spiritual Gifts


Category:  Ministry Gifts - Perfecting and Equipping Gifts
Perfecting and Equipping Ministry Gifts represent  what God does with a believer. They determine how one serves and meets needs within the Body of Christ. These gifts are the Ministries and Offices in the Church. 
In Ephesians 4:11 the Apostle Paul mentions five Ministry Gifts: Apostles - Prophets -  Evangelists - Pastors and Teachers. 
Ministry gifts produce growth.
The best way to proceed in this Session is to completely study each of the 5 Spiritual Gifts in this category. You should make your own notes on the following:
What you understand - What needs clarification - Determine whether you see yourself in each or any of these 5 Ministry Gifts
Desired Outcome is to confirm whether or not a gift is your Spiritual Gift by checking off each characteristic, signs of a calling, Areas of Ministry, and Areas of Personal Study that resonate in your spirit.
As you study each gift and answer questions, if your answers to the questions are more positive than negative than you should explore the gift; recognizing that this gift is operating in your life and may be already active.
If the outcome is more negative this gift is porbably not for you. However, at this point in your life you may not be able to make that determination.  That is why you should not allow another person to tell you who you are or what your gifts are, because if you trust them you will believe them and the gift may or may not not be for you. You must let the Holy Spirit guide you.
For example: If you love to set up teaching systems for a newly formed minisitry and teach others gifted to teach your gift is probably teaching. However, if you don’t understand the process of teaching a lesson and are terrified to stand in front of others and teach, teaching is probably not your gift.
In each gift section, you will study the following parts:

Spiritual Gift Name – 
Spiritual Gift Blends
Scriptual Confirmation
Description
Scriptural Examples

Characteristics
Signs of a Calling to the Five-Fold Ministry
Area of Ministry
Area of Study and Personal Growth
Prayer Discipline
Purpose Statement



Spiritual Gift Name: Office  of the Apostle
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Wisdom, Discernment, Intercession, Leadership, and Exhortation 
Scriptural Confirmation:    Ephesians 4:11
The calling to Apostleship is the ability to begin and/or to oversee new churches and ministries. Apostles today have a clear vision to start new ministries where others may not, and they demonstrate a spontaneously recognized authority.  Christ selects them and sends them out with a unique commission and divine credentials to act and speak authoritatively on His behalf. Description:
Scriptural Examples:
In the New Testament, the Apostles were not limited to the Twelve, it introduces  Paul, Barnabas, Andronicus, Junias, and others as well. Romans 16:7. When you study the scriptures you find that these people fit the characteristcs of a person called to the Office of the Apostle.
Acts 20:17-21 is Paul’s description of how he conducted himself in Ephesus and his plans to be obedient to God and go to Jerusalem demonstrates the Office of an Apostle. Acts 14: 21-23 is the account of the activities of Paul and Barnabas in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, and Pisidia. Many others were called “Apostles” in the New Testament: James, the Lord’s brother Galatians 1:19; Silas and Timothy  1 Thessalonians 1:1, 2:6 
Characteristics of Those Called to Apostleship: 
The basic motivational drive of a person called to Apostleship is to lead, inspire and develop the Churches of God by the proclamation and the teaching of true doctrine. They have the courage and the urgency to express faith in settings where the Gospel is not always available.

· They make great church planters and strong leaders. 
· They are willing to make changes and are not afraid to do so.
· They will challenge the status quo.
· Apostles today have an appointed calling to reach out where others may not. 
· They demonstrate tremendous abilities in influencing others to follow. 
· They also have contagious and industrious enthusiasm to cross cultural, geographical, and economic boundaries for Christ. 
· Difficult new tasks motivate them.

They find new and innovative ways to start churches and use resources.
Signs of an Apostolic Calling 
Set Apart – A discontentment sets you apart because another fire burns in you. You always find yourself on the outskirts of church fellowship and standing outside of boundaries 
Called from the Womb - You may not have had a full knowledge of God or understood what was happening, but even in your heart as a child, you hungered for God and sought after Him. The Apostle is one that is born with an awareness of God and searches after God with all that is in him. 
Galatians 1:15-16 “But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man,…”
Internal Call - This is a miraculous and internal spiritual call directly from the Lord Jesus. Such a personal encounter will change your life and such a calling will set you firmly toward an Apostolic Ministry. If Paul had not received that miraculous call on the way to Damascus, He would not ever have known who he was and what his task was for the Kingdom of God.
Acts 26:15-18 "Then I asked, Who are you, Lord?" 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting, the Lord replied. Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'
Trained in Secret - Look at the life of Paul he was trained in obscurity, as was Jesus. You hear nothing of Jesus until He was already trained and ready to complete His mission.
Galatians 1:17-18 …nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days.
Called To Forsake Everything - You will find that the call to Apostleship will cost you more than just your life. It will cost you your family, friends, material possessions and even your country. Paul knew this well, and to let go of his achievements, his heritage, and great learning was the greatest price. 
Galatians 1:11-12  “I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.”
Philippians 3:7-11 “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” 
Called to Leadership - The Apostle seeks to know the truth for himself. He does not just accept anything everyone says, but listens and then seeks his own revelation and conviction. The call to Apostleship comes with the job of leadership and God gives each leader specific gifts some are not as visible; but all are useful. A Leader is generous, but gives the opportunity for God's grace to operate. An effective leader has to survive   differing opinions and come to a solution respecting each side. Criticism is hard to take but a leader learns to distinguish between constructive and destructive criticism. He will learn from one, and ignore the other.  It is difficult to turn a deaf hear to negative critics in the church but if that does not work, a good leader outlasts them with the resiliency to see things through. In every effective leader's life, there is a time for love, but also a time for courage.  Effective leaders have the courage to speak even when it is unpopular to speak because they speak the truth with love.
External Call – An external call is never legitimate, except when an internal call precedes it. Man cannot place a person in the Office of an Apostle. Only after a calling in the Spirit, training  usually in secret, demonstrating  the willingness to forsake everything for the call, and a calling and equipping for leadership will men recognize their calling and set them forth in Apostleship.
Areas of Ministry for those called to the office of Apostle:
Builder 
An Apostle who is a builder builds new churches including the church building, the church body, training, and the selection of Leadership. They set in place systems based on God’s designs for the church and the Body of Christ. 
Visionary
An Apostle who is a visionary can help ministries see future directions for the call of God on the life of church.  They provide Holy Spirit inspired direction and counsel to the chruch body, and help implement any changes that are directed by the Holy spirit.
Restorer
An Apostle who helps ministries to recover from devastation. Provides spiritual guidance of correction, re-training, and re-direction and claification of the direction and vision to set the Ministry back on the course.

Areas for Study and Personal Growth:
The roots of the word “Apostle” reveal the full meaning of this gift: “stello” means “to send” and “apo” means “off from; an Apostle goes to another place to speak for Christ. A good place to begin understanding of this gift will be with prayer for enlightenment to understand where God wants to use you for His purposes. The Apostle we all know is Paul and it is clear in the scriptures that God used Paul to spread the Gospel. Paul also started churches, trained church leaders, and ministered to the church body. In order to lay the foundation of a God-centered Body of Christ an Apostle has to seek God in all areas of church development.
Assess your character: Are You Submitted and Under Authority
Paul heard the voice of Jesus, and converted his beliefs and submitted his life to the call. In Christ, Paul is prepared in secret. His next step was to submit to authority.  After he was secure in his calling and trained in his work, he submitted to Peter the authority in the church. 
 ((Can you follow))
Yield to the Holy Spirit who is an authority
To yield to one who is in the Holy Spirit who is in authority

Determine if You Can Go 
Acts 22:10   What shall I do, Lord? I asked. " Get up, the Lord said, and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do”.  My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me.  A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. He stood beside me and said, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight!' And at that very moment I was able to see him. Then he said: 'The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth.  You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.  And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name. When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord speaking. ‘Quick! he said to me. Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.' Lord, I replied, 'these men know that I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.'  Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.
 Do you believe:  
“I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7.  A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Your Spiritual Gifts Blend
Confirm, live, walk, demonstrate, and solidify your gifting, so that you cannot be moved, or tempted to waiver. As you look at your life you should be able to see God working through your gifts for the benefit of the Body, and you should the see that your gifts bring glory to God. Faith is the cornerstone of your ministry because in the beginning of the journey you do not see the finish. With Faith you can move through the process and know that God is in charge and He will bring His vision to past. Wisdom gives you the power to move with the knowledge you need in each situation. Leadership is a requirement for this position, because in a new church the leadership needs to be demonstrated and developed. Intercession and Exhortation will be key in taking people to the level they need to succeed in the vision of a new ministry.
Study God’s Design for the Church
The following passages show us God's Blueprint for Building the Church. If we want a Christ-centered, healthy, growing Church, we must function according to His intent as laid out in His Word.
 Before beginning a project, a good builder will make a blueprint to achieve his end. God provides a blueprint for the growth and building up, of His Church in His Word.The foundation for a new ministry for the Body of Christ can only be by God’s design.
God's Goals and Plans for the Church  Ephesians 4:11-16
Goals: unity, maturity, Christ-likeness, and balance.    
Plans for reaching the goals: the truth of His word spoken in love. 
Workers: leaders and teachers gifted by His Grace to equip the believers to carry out the ministry.
God's Design for How the Church Should Function  1 Corinthians 12:14-26
Demonstrating of how diverse parts can join to form one Body.              
(Unity out of Diversity) 
Functioning as determined by God. 
     Illustrating the Interdependency of each part of the Body.  
     Recognizing the value of each person in the Body.  
Truly caring for one another. 
God’s Design reflected in the behavior of the Body. Romans 12:1-21
       A Life Committed to the Lord 
       A Life that is in Contrast to the World
       A Life Connected to the Body of Christ
The final outcome, and God’s purpose for creating the Body of Christ, will occur when the behavior of the Church reflects God’s Design and brings Him glory.
If you study the design until it lives in your spirit, when you are sent to operate in your calling you, will know the will of God. People will develop confidence in your calling, because your actions will reflect God’s design as outlined in His Word.
Study God’s Design for the Church Body
The early church was a supernatural community operating in a world that needed a Savior in order to be reconciled to God. They experienced persecution and conflicts from within and without as well as assault from the Enemy. The church was not problem-free but God did use it to advance His plan of salvation in the world.  It operated in the power of the Holy Spirit according to God's design for the Body of Christ. 
The church was not perfect but it did leave an example for us of:
Balance
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47
Benevolence
 “All believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions were his own, but they shared everything. With great power, the Apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the Apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need” Acts 4:32-35
Boldness
“They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. . . . After further threats, they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. . . . On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. . . . Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. Acts 4:1-31
Your body, spiritually and physically, as an Apostle has to reflect God’s Design for Body Life in the Church. You have to be balanced, benevolent and bold with the help of God as an example to the Body of Christ.
Study What Happens When the Church Follows God's Design for Body Life.
How can you tell if the church Body you are working with is developing in God’s Design for Body Life? It is your responsibility to make sure the church is progressing correctly.
First - Body Life results in unity in diversity, and interdependence.
Second - Body Life results in Church Unity.  Only when we learn to submit to one another and truly care for one another will we see unity in the midst of all the diversity in the church     
Third - Body life produces a healthy environment in which people want to do  their part, using their Spiritual Gifts . Ephesians 4:16 says that it is as everybody does their part that the church grows and prospers. 
Fourth - When the church functions as a body, people gain a sense of community or belonging. This generates a commitment. People actually begin to WANT TO go to church. The church is no longer about programs but about people.
Study How to Choose and Train Church Leaders
The worst thing you can do to a foundation is use the wrong material, and a design is only as good as its construction. God knows every person born on this earth, and He endows them with gifts and talents and He alone has the right to place them in the task He designed for them for His glory and purpose.
Pray
Vision for a particular Church – each church body has one ultimate goal and that is to be a demonstration of Christ on earth. However, God’s vision for a ministry can take on many forms. Pray for insight into the vision God has for a particular church.
Ministries of God’s choice for the church – not every church needs to have every ministry or even the same ministries. Pray for the specific ministries that function to achieve the vision God has for a particular church.
God’s choice of people gifted for the ministries He chose – leadership is the most important building block of a ministry. Pray for the insight into the type of leadership God would have in place for a particular church.
Pray in Intercession for the Leaders God chooses.
Even before, you know or meet the people God chooses for leadership know that the enemy comes to kill steal, and destroy. Intercede for the people the Holy Spirit points out to you. You will not have to seek out or persuade anyone to serve; God will send him or her. People will serve when there is a right fit and they feel covered.
Take Responsibility for the Leadership God chooses for the church.
Demonstrate love, commitment, discipline, accountability.
Build covenant relationships
Provide affirmation, encouragement, and opportunities for training and growth. 
Paul's Charge to Timothy:  “You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3
Use wisdom and discernment when dealing with issues of leadership, and be lead by God to roll out leadership at the right time for the right reasons, and in the right ministries. Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Prayer is the foundation of the Office of an Apostle. In prayer, a person called to the Office stays in intimate contact with God. Pray for the direction of the Holy Spirit in all areas of your daily life, for your current mission, for the people God puts in your path, and for the will of God to prevail. 
Your primary purpose is to establish a Body of Christ in the church that is living in God’s Design for the Church and the Body. A church with a good foundation develops relationships for the purposes God established for His church. As you study the Holy Spirit will lead you to more revelation for equipping leaders to establish the Body of Christ in the Church.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Office of the Prophet
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Discernment, Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith
Scriptural Confirmation:  Ephesians 4:11
When a person operates in the Office of the Prophet, they flow in the areas of guidance, instruction, admonishment, judgment, and revelation. They have a special anointing to perceive what is next on God’s agenda for the building and sustaining of the Body and the Church at large. A person called by God to the Office of the Prophet gives guidance  over regions, leaders, nations, countries, moves of God, and at times brings corrective words. Description:
Scriptural Examples:
The origination of the Office of the Prophet:
Numbers 11:16,17
The LORD said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone. God gave the spirit of Moses to the seventy so that they could operate in the Office of the Prophet
"The spirit" means the gifts and influences of the Spirit ( Numbers 27:18; Joel 2:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12 ), and by "taking the spirit of Moses, and putting it upon them,". The elders would be endowed with a portion of the same gifts, especially of prophecy (Numbers 11:25)as a sign of an extraordinary ability given by God to  discover hidden issues and settle difficult things.
The difference between the gift of Prophecy and the Office of the Prophet:
Numbers 12:1-8
Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the LORD heard this.  (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)  At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you." So the three of them came out. Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped forward,  He said, "Listen to my words: "When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams.  But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD…
The God points out the difference between His Prophet and the experience of prophecy in this scriptural account. The difference is the interaction between God and Moses. God spoke to Moses directly. He had conversations with Moses in a way that nothing was hidden and Moses understood all of God’s plan and vision for the people.
Characteristics of a Person Called to the Office of a Prophet: 
The basic motivational drive of a person called to the Office of the Prophet is move in the areas of setting aside and laying hands on those called to the ministry, proclaiming the directions of God for the Body as a whole.  In a newly established ministry, the person in the Office of the Prophet sets things in order. In the New Testament, the Apostle Peter operates in the Office of the Prophet. In the book of Acts, Peter was not merely the church’s chief administrator and spokesman; he also received revelation to guide Christ’s church into new paths. The most notable examples are the baptism of the first Gentile, after Peter received a vision from God Acts 10, and later the modification of the Old Testament requirements of circumcision for Gentile converts Acts 15. When the “apostles and elders” of the church deliberated on this question, Peter asserted his leadership by stating that God had authorized Gentile baptism “by my mouth.” Acts 15:7.
A Prophet is confident in his use of Scripture, because he regards Scripture as the only source of truth.
The Prophet is passionate about exposing sin to reveal truth and restore fellowship with God. For the prophet, to observe or discern sin and say nothing is, of itself, sin.
A Prophet has a deep capacity to trust God
A Prophet has a God-given ability to sense any compromising of the Word of God, and his nature demands he take action. This action may take the form of an overt protest or confrontation, or it may take the form of a conversation or correspondence. For a Prophet, any solution that involves compromise is unacceptable.
The Prophet often displays the Spiritual Gift of discerning of spirits and hypocrisy; he is able to discern true motives as the Holy Spirit gives him insights. As a rule, the Prophet is more interested in whether or not the heart is pure than whether or not the activity in question is acceptable. 
Prophets are usually outspoken and will speak the truth. They tend to see issues as black or white; for them there is not gray area. 
If a wise Prophet is walking in the Spirit and confronts his own sin, it can be crushing, because he sees it as God sees it. He is usually more teachable than others are especially when discipline or correction is required.
Emotions do not easily sway them. 
Signs of a Prophetic Calling 
An Internal Desire - You have a yearning in your heart to see the Body of Christ move into what God has for them. The need stays with you, and it is not a passing fancy.  The longing to do the work of God grows over a period of time. If you desire to do something for God's glory then it must have come from Him. God will only give you something real and it will not fade over time. 
A Unique Approach - Your ministry is unique and the burden is yours. The fact that you want to do something different could be proof that this desire is from the Lord. The Lord tends to hide His Prophets away until they are ready. Perhaps God has given you some kind of unique approach in ministry and you are a bit radical
Singleness of Purpose - You find yourself moving in one direction all the time, and you experience a constraining force keeps you moving in the same direction.
Unconscious Revelation - At times, you may find yourself ministering to people without even realizing it.  Even at times when you are not aware of it, people tell you how you help them when you speak words of comfort, edification, exhortation, direction, and instruction.  Sometimes others can see your ministry more clearly than you can see it yourself. If you have a prophetic calling, you will not be able to hide it indefinitely. It will start to show itself in time and others will begin to notice it. 
Allegorical Thinking - One of the ways God communicates to His Prophets is through visions, signs, and wonders. If your tendency is to think in pictures and allegories and you see things very symbolically, you are a kind of visionary.
Areas of Ministry for the Office of the Prophet:
The Prophetic Presbytery:
 This realm is prophetically setting aside those called to the work of the Lord, recognizing and releasing them into their call.
1 Timothy 4:14 “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”
Acts 13:2-3 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." “So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” 
Prophetic Evangelism: 
This type of direction to the Office of the Prophet can influence individuals as well as groups. The most famous example of this realm of the prophetic is Jesus’ unique evangelism to the Samarian woman at the well. God can speak and gives specific information as to who, what, why, where, when for the facilitating of the sharing of the Gospel for the purpose touching people and leading them to the Body of Christ. 
Prophetic Preaching
God uses prophetic preaching of one message to speak right into the hearts of many individuals, exactly what they need to hear. They allow the Lord to speak through them prophetically within the flow of His message. 1 Peter 4:11 “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Intercession 
The key ministry of a Prophet is intercessory prayer. If you find yourself spending a lot of time interceding for others and you have times of clear leading and pray things into existence or birth them in the Spirit through intercessory prayer, then your prophetic Intercessory ministry is already starting to manifest.
Areas of Study and Personal Growth:
The Greek word prophetes can mean “one who speaks forth” or “advocate.” Prophets are also called “seers,” because of their spiritual insight or their ability to “see” the future. In the Bible, prophets often had both a teaching and revelatory role, declaring God’s truth on contemporary issues while also revealing details about the future. 
Disciplines That Come with the Office of the Prophet. 
Understand the Process - We know we receive Spiritual Gifts by faith, but character grows, as does fruit. God demonstrates His wisdom and love through the processes He takes his Prophets through as He prepares them for usefulness. It is not pleasant, but necessary. Hebrews 12:11 states: “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who are trained by it.”  When we are tempted to glory in our own success through our gifts, we produce a poor character foundation that will serve to topple the church, the ministry and be the destruction of those who need to hear the Kingdom message.
Understand Surrender - Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over to God then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into full surrender is to seek to do His specific will for your life; and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your duties, and the tasks that you will accomplish for Him. God has a set plan and a set future for your life. It all depends on your choice to surrender your life to God’s control.   “your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16   “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” Proverbs 3:5   “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7.  A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God in him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” John 3:28-31  It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Forgiveness - Those who surrender very severe wounding offenses and allow the grace and forgiveness of God to work deeply in their souls can remain objective messengers of God without letting their own anger side track them from the purpose and will of God.    The Bible gives us conditions for our forgiveness by God of our own wrong doings.  Matthew 6:12-15 "Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. Luke 6:37  “Forgive, and you will be forgiven."  
We soon learn forgiving is not as easy as it seems.  We replace forgiving with forgetting. Forgetting is NOT forgiving; however, if we forgive we will forget as a result. The reverse is not true: forgetting is not forgiving--it is denial. When we attempt to achieve forgiveness by deliberately putting the offense out of mind, we might be fooling ourselves and others that we have forgiven; but all of the emotions and plots and hurt are only held back by force of will in deliberate denial. When we see that person again all the bitterness and pain rise up again. Forgiveness is real. It is solid and deep. It is not an avoiding of the truth, but about dealing with it squarely, however painful.
Consider God's perspective. Nothing is hidden from His sight: the evil intent, the hidden lust, the damage done, the choosing of that which is wrong, etc. And yet He is the author and originator of forgiveness. If we are going to really forgive, we are going to have to do it His way: Hebrews 8:12 "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." The order here is essential. Forgiveness first, forgetting second. God blots out our sins for His own sake and remembers it no more. In essence, His has no offense against us.
The cure for offense is forgiveness. God calls all of His servants to be courteous to the obnoxious, loving to the unlovable and merciful to the unworthy. He expects us to forgive even as He does. The Prophet of the Lord must be an "expert forgiver" and of course, the only way you become an expert at anything is lots of practice. That is exactly why most prophets-in-training will have many opportunities in life to gather offense. They learn that the grace of God gives them to power to forgive.
Seek Your Weakness – We all come to God with weaknesses and sin, it is only through the Blood of Jesus that God sees us as clean. After we receive our salvation, we still have work to do. It is when we come to terms with all our inadequacies and weaknesses can we confidently rely upon HIS adequacy. “But he said to me: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10  
Most of us do not seek out our weaknesses because our society sees weaknesses as a reason to discount us. We hide our lack of self-worth, fear of separation, brokenness, fear of rejection, fear of failure and many other weaknesses but the Bible says: “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe." Proverbs 29:25  Snares in our life are the inadequacies and weaknesses, but where do we seek counsel. How many of us seek comfort and enlightenment in the scriptures for our everyday problems. Do we really trust God’s word? Many Christians deprive themselves of the power and joy of firsthand encounters with the Spirit of God in the Word of God. Jesus announced the coming of the Holy Spirit into His followers' lives “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. John 14:16-17 Paul wrote of the  Scripture:  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
God’s primary purpose in providing the Bible is of course for us to know Him, because Scripture reveals Him; but a secondary purpose is insight, encouragement, and guidance.
God intended from the very beginning that He should be our primary counselor, our source of diagnosis, insight, and guidance. And the primary vehicle of that ministry of God is the Scripture. Paul affirms this: "For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope." Romans 15:4
Your job is to recognize and accept your weaknesses and seek counsel from the Counselor: The Holy Spirit, by trusting and studying God’s Word. He knows your weaknesses and the Prophet in the training process will suffer great rejection in life in the process. As a Prophet you must learn at a heart level that all you really need is God's acceptance and let no snare of man derail your purpose in God.
Be a servant of all - Great leaders are the ones who are great at servant-hood. Give one who is a servant-at-heart a position of authority and he will use his position to serve others.  
Jesus’ use of His freedom and position: Christ was the ultimate servant. “Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Matthew 20:25-28
Paul’s Use of His Freedom “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law, though I myself am not under the law, so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law, though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law, so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23  
Study Meekness: Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive ) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Faith is the foundation of the Office of a Prophet. Faith gives you the assurance and steadfastness to know by the Holy Spirit the mind and heart of God. Prayer allows you to stay in intimate contact with God. Pray for the wisdom and Knowledge and Discernment you need to move the Body of Christ in the right direction. Pray for the direction of the Holy Spirit in all areas of your daily life, for your current mission, for the people God puts in your path, and for the will of God to prevail. 
The goal of this study is to bring you to a place, as you train for the Office of the Prophet, of utter and total dependence on Him; and bring you to the place of being a doer of God's will. As you grow, you will become a friend of God and a carrier of God's own heart. The Prophet is quarried and chiseled carefully to become a critical foundation stone in the church, and a champion throughout eternity. As you study, the Holy Spirit will give you more revelation.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Office of the Evangelist
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Knowledge, Intercession, Exhortation, Mercy, Helps
Scriptural Confirmation:  Ephesians 4:11
A person called to the Office of the Evangelist by God focuses on bringing the plight of the lost to the church, and equipping others to share their faith, salvation, and revelation with non-believers who are lost. They have a burden to make sure the Body of Christ sees that mission of Jesus Christ on this earth was to save the lost.  They address the posture of the church toward people who need the love of God. They are prepared for this office over a period, and go through a process. They display the Fruits of the Spirit that draw people to them, and through their obedience they experience the joy of brining salvation to many. As they mature in this gift, they become a resource for mentoring and training of others with the Gift of Evangelism. Description:
Scriptural Examples:
Acts 8:26-40 “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?’ And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.” 
Acts 21:8 “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:5
Characteristics of those called to the Office of the Evangelist: 
The basic motivational drive of a person called to the Office of the Evangelist is to make sure the Body of Christ is equipped with enough people to carry the Word to every corner of the earth. They desire to train others to communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ boldly and clearly so that non-believers can hear the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Their compassion for lost people carries into the training they give those who follow their lead. They train others to understand the questions and doubts of the lost so that they can provide a compelling answer. 
Signs of a Call to the Office of Evangelism
Early Call to Talk About Jesus to Strangers - From early on in your life you had an ease in talking about Jesus. 
A Deep Excitement to Share Revelation of the Scriptures - Studying the Scriptures gives you a deep excitement to want to share your revelation with others who have not heard the revelation of Jesus Christ before.
Leads by Example - You are willing to go wherever the Spirit leads to spread the Gospel and to take others with you to learn by your example.
Spontaneous Evangelism - You have the supernatural skill to communicate the Gospel. You draw others into conversations and inspire them to go out and have conversations with the lost who have not heard the Gospel.
Hate Hypocrites - You hate the show of evangelism by people seeking the spotlight, and you pray earnestly for them and the people they touch.
Areas of Ministry for those called to the Office of the Evangelist:
Setting in Order the direction of Evangelical Ministries
Training and Mentoring other people called with the Gift of Evangelism
Missions to bring the power of Evangelism to other parts of the world.
Areas for Study and Personal Growth:
The Greek word for “evangelist” means “one who announces the Good News”. The word “evangelist” comes from the Greek word “euagelion” which means "a messenger of good news or gospel". It is applied to someone who is able to communicate the message of the Gospel in such a way that many people will listen and be moved to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. For the purposes of this study the term “Evangelism” encompasses every effort to declare the Good News of Jesus Christ, to the end that people may understand God’s offer of salvation and respond in repentance, faith and discipleship.
Study Your Character - Is complete surrender and preparation you goal, and you ready for training and submitting to authority? What kind of entitlement issues might you be holding onto that prevent you from truly serving others? How much is your self-esteem wrapped up in your status or position as a leader? How far are you willing to go in serving the people in and outside of your sphere of influence?
Study Your Gifting - The Office of the Evangelist requires specific gifts. At this point in your growth into the Office of The Evangelist, you should know you gifts, however, at different times and circumstances in our lives our gifts sift in importance and strength. Study your gifts periodically, and make sure you understand how God will influence your gifts to suit His purposes. Be ready to change, even when you do not understand and are not comfortable with the changes you experience. The Wisdom you receive because of your dedication to the study of God’s word, gives you the Discernment and Knowledge need to act in each situation. Every lost person has a particular need and the Holy Spirit will lead you to every need. Your compassion will lead you to help (Gift of Helps) with the mercy (Gift of Mercy) of Christ. In the end, you will be able to encourage (Gift of Exhortation) the lost and unbelievers to accept the salvation of Jesus Christ.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Your Motivation - The office of the Evangelist requires a broad vision. The person who fills this office must see beyond his/her own area of influence.  
Are you motivated to supply workers for the ministry because you understand the need? “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." Matthew 9:34-38
Are you willing to decrease so that others may increase? “They came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan--the one you testified about--well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.’ To this John replied, ‘A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.'  The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth’. The one who comes from heaven is above all.”  John 3:27-31
Are you willing to be in the forefront and take the hits as others grow in their ministries?  “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me. I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.’ Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me: The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." John 1:29-34
Are you directed toward and committed to the big picture?
Study Evangelism in the Current Times
Evangelist and Evangelism do not have the best reputation and the most common obstacle to sharing the Gospel is the reaction of the people. In your role, you take responsibility for the training and covering of the workers in the field. Training, affirmation, encouragement, resources and covering are important factors in equipping the workers for the ministry. Evangelism in the early church and evangelism today are very different. 
Can you discuss the tide of opinion toward Evangelism and Evangelist today?
Can you help Evangelist learn how to effectively share the gospel even with distractions and interruption by dealing with people with love?
Can you provide biblical answers to tough questions that Evangelist need in order to stay focused on sharing the gospel?
Do you know the responses and answers to reactions from the people who are lost?
Statements:
This is just your view of the Bible, only one of many interpretations.
I don’t believe the Bible. 
The message has been changed with all the different translations, and content is not true . The Bible is just fairy tales.
There is no God, or I’m an atheist.
I don’t believe in a “God”, just a supreme being, or here is no such thing as truth, or Truth is relative.
Questions:
If there is a God, why doesn’t He get rid of suffering?
Hasn’t science proven religion to be wrong through evolution?
What about all the other religions? Is everyone wrong except Christians?
Why is the church so full of hypocrites? 
Why don’t churches line up with the Word of God, and why is the message not God’s Word?
Why isn’t there only one church and not so many denominations?
Is God really in the church?
Throughout you walk as an Evangelist, you had to deal with these statements and questions and many more. Now in the Office of The Evangelist, you have to help the people you are equipping deal with the same issues.  Paul to Timothy: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Discernment is the foundation for the Office of Evangelism. It is crucial to understand where a person or a ministry stands in their growth in their relationship with God. The lost can be severely damaged and mislead by a church or person with the wrong spirit or motive.  Pray unceasingly for the direction of the Holy Spirit when you are involved in mentoring, training or setting in order a ministry of Evangelism.
The point of this exercise is to bring you to the importance of the preparation for the Office of the Evangelist. Prepare to be trained in secret, submit to authority, and use you gifts and appointment to equip others.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Office of the Pastor 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Discernment, Leadership, Teaching, Wisdom,      Knowledge, Intercession      
Scriptural Confirmation:  Ephesians 4:11
Description:
The person with a call to the Office of a Pastor has a special ability to provide Spiritual leadership and direction. They are motivated to lead and are compelled to encourage others to work together for the Body’s sake. With the Call, and with confidence, capability and compassion they oversee the Spiritual lives of others called to be leaders, pastors, and teachers, caring for their spiritual needs by teaching and guiding them toward maturity. Everyone – Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers and laypersons, is required to submit to a Pastor.  This is God’s order of government.  This office is the shepherding arm of the Five-Fold Ministry that provides the foundation for the other Ministry Offices. Other Ministry offices should have a Pastor.  There are no exceptions to this.  The most effective Five-fold Ministers in the Earth have Pastors whom they can call upon, because those called to the ministry must be pastored first. The Pastor is the Shepherd under Jesus the Chief Shepherd, however, the Pastor should have a Prophet/Teacher to whom he listens and from whom he receives.  This is because the New Testament Church is established upon the offices of the Apostle and Prophet.
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus as the Master Pastor/Shepherd
His primary mission was to save the lost and reconcile us to God. In His three year ministry we see Him constantly caring for the flock. We see the examples of caring for the flock depicted in the Old Testament teachings demonstrated.
Ezekiel 34:1-31 – the Lost of the Sheep and God’s judgement on the shepherds.
John 10:1-21 – Jesus Christ the Redeemer of the Sheep
Characteristics of Those Called to the Office of a Pastor: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with a call to the Office of a Pastor is to personally lead, nourish, protect, and care for the needs of those called to leadership in the Church. They are motivated to lead, and influencing others to work together is important. Stressing a need for team participation, they emphasize harmony. With a motivation to unite the ministry, they feel strong about spiritual health.
He must have confidence in his salvation, his calling, and his placement.
His convictions must be strong concerning salvation and the Scriptures.
His commitments to God, family and the Church are unwavering.
His compassion/love is for the saved, the lost, and the Church (the Body of Christ).
He has the ability to communicate the message of God's love and salvation. 
He strives to know the mind and heart of God for the Church ,and relays that mind to those in his care who are moving toward ministry. 
Signs of the call to the Office of the Pastor
Called - You experience a twofold call; one is internal and the other is external.
Internal Call - You have a miraculous and internal spiritual call directly from the Lord Jesus. Such a personal encounter will change your life and such a calling will set you firmly toward on your path.
[bookmark: 9]Endowed by God With the Necessary Gifts - God called and equipped you, and supernaturally prepared you for the office. “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.” 1 Corinthians 12:11  “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith.” 2 Thessalonians 1:11 “for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13
Self-awareness - You have the self-awareness to know that the gifts to teach the Word of God thoughtfully for the advantage of the people come from God.  Your self-awareness gives others confidence in your calling.
Training  Over a Long Period of Commitment - You commit yourself to years of training both formal and informal, and you serve willingly in every area of the ministry. You grow in faith, discernment, teaching, leadership, intercession, administration and in all the gifts and skills needed to train others. 
External Call  - The external call is never legitimate, except when an internal call precedes it.  A door of ministry opened in God’s perfect timing will follow a legitimate inward call from God. After accepting the call and training over a long period of commitment, there is recognition in the Church, among the men and women of wisdom, that you have a significant and clear understanding of the faith, and that you are a faithful person able to teach others.
Areas of Ministry for Those Called to the Office of a Pastor:
Administrative Pastor
Their calling is to focus their service on the systems and structures of the ministry. They possess strong administrative and planning abilities. The Administrative Pastor’s ability to proactively plan and create ministry systems will enable other systems in the Church to be more effective. Administrative Pastors will seek to empower others and delegate responsibility. 
Discipleship Pastor
The Discipleship Pastor is concerned about the spiritual foundation of people’s lives. They value working with people at every stage of spiritual development from Seeker to Leader. They have a strong grasp on how to help people realize their own discipleship. 
Evangelistic Pastor
An Evangelistic Pastor generally has the Gift of Evangelism as well as Pastor. The Evangelism Pastor is passionate about ministry to the lost. He couples this passion with the care of a shepherd and designs systems to teach others to establish outreach. 

Nurturing Pastor
The Office of the Nurturing Pastor tends to be toward those who are entering into the ministry of nurturing. They train and support the growth of teachers, evangelists, servers, helpers, etc.
Teaching Pastor
Teaching Pastors prefer to study the Word of God and expound it for others within the body. Paul’s instructions to teaching Pastors: “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage  –  with great patience and careful instruction.  For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  2 Timothy 4:2-3 “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” James 3:1
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Pastor, in the New Testament is translated from the Greek word, poimen. Poimen can also be translated as shepherd. A pastor/shepherd is devoted to caring for the flock and doing everything he can to be sure that the sheep are safe, fed, and under control.
Study the Character Issues that come with the Office of the Pastor 
We know that we receive Spiritual Gifts by faith, but character grows, as does fruit. With that concept in mind, we can understand why God demonstrates His wisdom and love through the process. God processes His servants as He prepares them. 
Understand the Process - We know we receive Spiritual Gifts by faith, but character grows, as does, fruit. God demonstrates His wisdom and love through the processes He takes his Pastors through as He prepares them for usefulness. It is not pleasant, but necessary. Hebrews 12:11 states: “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”  When tempted to glory in our own success through our gifts, a poor character foundation will serve to topple the church, our ministry and be the destruction of those who need to hear the Kingdom message.
Understand Surrender - Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over to God then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into full surrender is to seek to do His specific will for your life; and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your duties, and the tasks that you will accomplish for Him. God has a set plan and a set future for your life. It all depends on your choice to surrender your life to God’s control.   “your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16   “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” Proverbs 3:5-7   “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Forgiveness - Those who surrender very severe wounding offenses and allow the grace and forgiveness of God to work deeply in their souls can remain objective messengers of God without letting their own anger side track them from the purpose and will of God.    The Bible gives us conditions for our forgiveness by God of our own wrong doings.  Matthew 6:12-15 "Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. Luke 6:37  “Forgive, and you will be forgiven."  
We soon learn forgiving is not as easy as it seems.  We replace forgiving with forgetting. Forgetting is NOT forgiving; however, if we forgive we will forget as a result. The reverse is not true: forgetting is not forgiving--it is denial. When we attempt to achieve forgiveness by deliberately putting the offense out of mind, we might be fooling ourselves and others that we have forgiven; but all of the emotions and plots and hurt are only held back by force of will in deliberate denial. When we see that person again all the bitterness and pain rise up again. Forgiveness is real. It is solid and deep. It is not an avoiding of the truth, but about dealing with it squarely, however painful.
Consider God's perspective. Nothing is hidden from His sight: the evil intent, the hidden lust, the damage done, the choosing of that which is wrong, etc. And yet He is the author and originator of forgiveness. If we are going to really forgive, we are going to have to do it His way: Hebrews 8:12 "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." The order here is essential. Forgiveness first, forgetting second. God blots out our sins for His own sake and remembers it no more. In essence, His has no offense against us.
The cure for offense is forgiveness. God calls all of His servants to be courteous to the obnoxious, loving to the unlovable and merciful to the unworthy. He expects us to forgive even as He does. The Prophet of the Lord must be an "expert forgiver" and of course, the only way you become an expert at anything is lots of practice. That is exactly why most Pastors-in-training will have many opportunities in life to gather offense. They learn that the grace of God gives them to power to forgive.
Seek Your Weakness – We all come to God with weaknesses and sin, it is only through the Blood of Jesus that God sees us as clean. After we receive our salvation, we still have work to do. It is when we come to terms with all our inadequacies and weaknesses can we confidently rely upon HIS adequacy. “But he said to me: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10  
Most of us do not seek out our weaknesses because our society sees weaknesses as a reason to discount us. We hide our lack of self-worth, fear of separation, brokenness, fear of rejection, fear of failure and many other weaknesses but the Bible says: “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe." Proverbs 29:25  Snares in our life are the inadequacies and weaknesses, but where do we seek counsel. How many of us seek comfort and enlightenment in the scriptures for our everyday problems. Do we really trust God’s word? Many Christians deprive themselves of the power and joy of firsthand encounters with the Spirit of God in the Word of God. Jesus announced the coming of the Holy Spirit into His followers' lives “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. John 14:16-17 Paul wrote of the  Scripture:  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
God’s primary purpose in providing the Bible is of course for us to know Him, because Scripture reveals Him; but a secondary purpose is insight, encouragement, and guidance.
God intended from the very beginning that He should be our primary counselor, our source of diagnosis, insight, and guidance. And the primary vehicle of that ministry of God is the Scripture. Paul affirms this: "For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope." Romans15:4
Your job is to recognize and accept your weaknesses and seek counsel from the Counselor: The Holy Spirit, by trusting and studying God’s Word. He knows your weaknesses and the Prophet in the training process will suffer great rejection in life in the process. As a Pastor you must learn at a heart level that all you really need is God's acceptance and let no snare of man derail your purpose in God. 
Be a Servant of All - Great leaders are the ones who are great at servant-hood. Give one who is a servant-at-heart a position of authority and he will use his position to serve others.  
Jesus’ use of His freedom and position:
Christ was the ultimate servant. “Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Matthew 20:25-28
Paul’s Use of His Freedom
 “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law, though I myself am not under the law, so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law, though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law, so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23  
Study Meekness: Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings 
Understand Criticism is a large part of the daily life of a person called to the Office of the Pastor. We cannot give up on the Great Commission just because our feelings have been hurt.  Study and make the following suggestions part of your spiritual and pray arsenal:  
Pray for a Christ-like spirit even when you receive criticism. 
Pray for wisdom to deal with the criticism and to have love for the critic. 
Seek God's wisdom to discern if the criticism is valid or petty.
If it is valid, seek to change and respond to the criticism positively. 
If the criticism is not valid, move on with your items and plans.
Do not be hindered or paralyzed with fear. 
Allow God in his own way and time to deal with critics.
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
This office requires a close intimate relationship with God because the person in this office prepares others to serve to accomplish God’s purposes for the Body of Christ. Your primary pray daily should be to love God more and seek His presence. 
The goal of this study is to bring you to a place, as you train for the Office of the Pastor, of utter and total dependence on Him; and bring you to the place of being a doer of God's will. As you grow, you will become a friend of God and a carrier of God's own heart. The Pastor is shaped and sharpened carefully to become a resource to the church. 
Spiritual Gift Name:  Office of the Teacher
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Teaching, Discernment, Wisdom, Knowledge,      Faith, Administration
Scriptural Confirmation:  Ephesians 4:11 
John 1:1-5 speaks of the Word: “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” The Office of the Teacher understands the progression of the Word in this scripture and that spiritual understanding drives the person in this office to equip others with the only truth.
The person with a call to the Office of a Teacher has a special ability to provide teaching systems to leadership and the body at large.  They are motivated to train other teachers of the gospel so that they teach truth.  They have the ability, under the anointing, to take the Word and put it together in a manner with systems that promote the training of others moving toward leadership in the church. With authority, confidence, capability and compassion they keep the church on the right path with correct biblical truth. Description:
Scriptural Examples
Jesus was the Master Teacher
Throughout the gospels, Jesus is commonly referred to as Rabbi, which means "teacher.  “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching,  because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law." Matthew 7:28-29
John 3:1-12 Jesus Teaches Nicodemus: “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.’ 3 In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’ ‘How can a man be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!’  Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.’  ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘You are Israel's teacher,’ said Jesus, and do you not understand these things?  I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?”
Characteristics of those called to the Office of Teacher: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with a call to the Office of a Teacher is to make sure the Body at large receives truth. Those who God calls to the Office of the Teacher often travels, teaches, sets sound doctrine as given by the Prophets, keeps the church on the correct path, develops and trains teachers. You cannot choose to be a teacher. Teachers called into this office are not trained in the religious schools of man, nor are they raised up from among the leadership of the organized church. When someone is operating in the Office of the Teacher, he or she begins to flow in the areas of: 
Developing the Church and Body at large.
Developing and building technically sound, systematic, and precise methods of teaching for leadership. 
Discerning false doctrine and false teachers and correcting them.  
Making sure believers receive the true of the Word of God.  
Strengths of those called to the Office of the Teacher:
They have a special burden to focus, search for, and present the truth to the Body at Large by encouraging leadership and teachers.
They are not afraid to confront untruth and correct it.
They are accepting the commission to teach, confirm, stabilize, and encourage Teachers of the faith.
When they work within the structure of the Church, they have the ability to set things in order according to God’s plan.
They follow the need to reinforce God’s design for the Church.
They make sure those who are entering the ministry are diligent, steadfast, and sincere in their faithful study of the Word of God.
They understand that the Scriptures are the ultimate authority.
The Scriptures are the resource they use to discover more knowledge when confronted with a problem, and they teach others to do the same. 
A teacher is a special person in the 5-Fold Ministry. He has the ability, under the anointing, to take the Word and put it together in a manner, that ministers to the other Offices. Teaching the Word carries a tremendous weight, but teaching is the only vehicle that establishes the believer and gets him grounded and rooted in Christ.
Teachers will receive the greater condemnation, if they mislead people through erroneous teachings. 
Signs of the call to the Office of the Teacher
Note: The signs of a call to the Office of the Teacher are almost the same as a call to the Office of the Pastor because a Pastor is always a Teacher; however, a Teacher is not always a Pastor.
Called - You experience a two-fold call; one is internal and the other is external.
Internal Call - You have a miraculous and internal spiritual call directly from the Lord Jesus. Such a personal encounter will change your life, and such a calling will set you firmly on your path.
Endowed by God with the Necessary Gifts  - God calls you, equips you, and supernaturally prepares you for the office. “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.” 1 Corinthians 12:11  “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by His power He may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.” 2 Thessalonians 1:11 “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.” Philippians 2:13
Self-awareness - You have the self-awareness to know that the gift to teach the Word of God thoughtfully with the Gift of Biblical Knowledge to the advantage of the people comes from God.  Others also recognize this gift in you.
Training Over a Long Period of Commitment - You commit yourself to years of training, both formal and informal, and you serve willingly in every area of the ministry. You grow in faith, discernment, teaching, leadership, intercession, administration and in all the gifts and skills needed to train others to teach the Word of God in truth. 
External Call  - The external call is never legitimate, except when an internal call precedes it. A door of ministry opened in God’s perfect timing will follow a legitimate inward call from God. After accepting the call and training over a long period of commitment, there is recognition in the Church, among the men and women of wisdom, that you have a significant and clear understanding of the faith, and that you are a faithful person able to teach others.
Areas of Ministry for those called to the Office of the Teacher:
Supporting the Starting of New Ministries
Training Leadership
Designing and Implementing  Christian Education Ministries
Areas of Study and Personal Growth:
The word “teacher” comes from the Greek word “didaskalos” which means "master, doctor, teacher.” A teacher instructs in things pertaining to God and imparts the knowledge of God from the revelation of the Word. They are called to ensure that God's people know and understand the Scriptures and to teach them how to apply this in their daily lives.Study Your Character - Is complete surrender and preparation you goal, and you ready for training and submitting to authority? What kind of entitlement issues might you be holding onto that prevent you from truly serving others? How much is your self-esteem wrapped up in your status or position as a leader? How far are you willing to go in serving the people in and outside of your sphere of influence?
Study Your Gifting - The Office of the Teacher requires specific gifts. At this point in your growth into the Office of The Teacher, you should know you gifts, however, at different times and circumstances in our lives our gifts sift in importance and strength. Teaching is your called gift, however in the Office of the Teacher the wisdom (Gift of Wisdom) you gain from the faithful (Gift of Faith) study of God’s Word gives you the knowledge (Gift of Knowledge) you need to set the correct systems in place for each circumstance. Discernment will always warn you of any false teachings in the Body of Christ.
Study Jesus as Teacher - Who is Jesus? He is the Word. What else could He teach but the Word? “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.” John 17:5-8 “Sanctify them by the truth; your Word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” John 17:17-18  For believers, the true Word is alive in us and by the power of the Holy Spirit we do what Jesus did and more. "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” John 14:15-17
Study Steadfastness – Know what you know and not be moved
What does steadfastness mean?: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know we know what we know without wavering? 
1st We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 
4th  And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20 We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19 We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering?
1st  “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position 2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen. 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self –controlled, alert, and resist the devil.
Study God’s Design for the Church and the Body
The foundation for a new ministry for the Body of Christ can only be by God’s design. Before beginning a project, a good builder will make a blueprint to achieve his end. God provides a blueprint for the growth and building up, of His Church in His Word. The Office of the Teacher like the Office of the Apostle needs to understand and commit to his spirit God’s intent for the Church. Only by understanding and learning the truth in the Scriptures about God’s design for the Church and the Body can you lead and train others to build God’s Church in truth.
The following passages show us God's Blueprint for Building the Church. If we want a Christ-centered, healthy, growing Church, we must function according to His intent as laid out in His Word.
- God's Goals and Plans for the Church  Ephesians 4:11-16
What are the goals: unity, maturity, Christ-likeness, and balance.   
What are the plans for reaching the goals: the truth of His word spoken in love.  
Who are the workers: leaders and teachers gifted by His Grace to equip the believers to carry out the ministry.
God's Design for How the Church Should Function  1 Corinthians 12:14-26
Demonstrating of how diverse parts can join to form one Body. (Unity out of Diversity). 
Functioning as determined by God. Illustrating the Interdependency of each part of the Body.    
Recognizing the value of each person in the Body.  
Truly caring for one another. 
God’s Design reflected in the behavior of the Body. Romans 12:1-21
The body will demonstrate a Life Committed to the Lord; a Life that is in Contrast to the World; and a Life Connected to the Body of Christ.
The final outcome and God’s purpose for creating the Body of Christ, will occur when the behavior of the Church reflects God’s Design and brings Him glory. 
Study the Holy Spirit as Teacher 
The Holy Spirit is assigned by Jesus, and given by God as our Counselor. John 14:15-17   His assignment is to teach us all things and remind us of everything Jesus said.  “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you”. John 14-22:26
Study Peter and Paul as Teachers of Teachers
Peter and Paul are our contemporaries. They were ordinary men called, equipped, taught by the Holy Spirit, and sent to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The influence of these two men, in obedience to the call on their lives, changed humanity.
Peter – is our example of the process of growth we face as disciples and teachers: he sought revelation; when he found new revelation, he had to test it for himself; he was moved by humility; he tried new things; he had doubt; he had his own agenda; he was tested; he failed; and he succeeded. In the process, he became steadfast in what he believed, and was able to influence many others with the truth. 
He taught with authority Acts 2:1-40. He was diligent to make sure believers had the knowledge they needed: “So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.” 2 Peter 1:12-15 
Paul - is our example of what happens when we accept the absolutely unthinkable and miraculous in our lives. Who God calls He equips – Paul sought no man for his training. The Holy Spirit, in him, taught him God’s ways. He gave up everything, moved away from establishment and was not afraid to go into new territory. 
Paul submitted to being a disciple of Barnabas. As he matured in his ministry, God directed him in the way he should go, and he was able to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles. Proverbs 3:5-6. Then in God’s timing, he trained disciples to carry the message of the gospel. He was entrusted with giving life-saving encouragement and instructions for practical issues to the churches. All of the Epistles give instruction to the Body of Christ.
Criticism is a large part of the daily life of a person called to the Office of the Teacher. Others will debate and question your authority on the Word of God. Study and make the following suggestions part of your spiritual and pray arsenal:  
Pray for a Christ-like spirit even when criticism comes to you. 
Pray for wisdom to deal with the criticism and to have love for the critic. 
Seek God's wisdom to discern if the criticism is valid or petty.
If it is valid, seek to change and respond to the criticism positively. 
If the criticism is not valid, move on with your items and plans.
Do not be hindered or paralyzed with fear. 
Allow God in his own way and time to deal with critics. 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Because this office stands on the frontline in the battle against the Word of God and the reign of Jesus Christ, your prayer daily has to be for the leading of the Holy Spirit who Jesus sent to teach you all things. Prayer constantly for every area of your life: your family, your health, you mind, your spirit, your surroundings and every person you come in contact with, because the enemy will seek any opportunity for attack.
The purpose of this study is to prepare you for the Office of the Teacher and to demonstrate the mindset and character of a teacher. The Psalmist said, "My heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord." You have to teach leaders to rest confidently upon the teaching and promises of the Holy Scriptures, resting without fear, upon the never-changing Word of God. 
Category:  Manifestation Gifts – Life Changing Gifts
Manifestation Gifts are the one category of Spiritual Gifts  given to the Church to benefit both believers and unbelievers. These gifts represent the work God does through the life of a believer to demonstrate His supernatural power. Manifestation Gifts produce action.
Completely study each section of the 5 Spiritual Gifts in this category. You should make notes on the following:
What you understand
What needs clarification
Determine whether you see yourself in each or any of the 5 gifts
Desired Outcome to confirm in your spirit that this is your Spiritual Gift or that it isn’t by checking off each characteristic and signs in areas of interest and area of personal sudy that resonate in your spirit.
If your outcome is more positive thant negative than you should explore this 
Recognize that this gift is operating in your life and may be active already.
If your outcome is more negative this gift is porbably not for you. However, at this point in your life you may not be able to make that determination at this time.  That is why you should not allow another person to tell you who you are or what your gifts are, because if you trust them you will believe them and the gift may not be for you. You must let the Holy Spirit guide you. 
For example:

((I have always wanted to challenge the status quo and make changes. I find innovative new ways to use resources))  add more of this example
versus I could care less about starting a new church or changing the one I am in.

In each gift you will study the following parts:

Spiritual Gift Name – 
Gift Blends
Spiritual Confirmation
Description
Scriptural Example
Characteristics
Signs
Area of Ministry
Area of Study and Personal Growth
Prayer
Purpose



Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Discernment 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Intercession
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:10 
Description:
The Gift of Discernment is the ability to discern clearly the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. It is an unusual ability to see through a lot of confusion to pinpoint problems and solutions. A person with this gift can distinguish the real versus the counterfeits, the divine versus the demonic, true versus false teaching, and in some cases, spiritual versus carnal motives. It is the heightened ability to read or hear a teaching, to encounter a problem, or to consider a proposed course of action, and then determine whether the source behind the teaching, problem, or action is divine, merely human, or satanic.  The Gift of Discernment plays a critical role in helping the church stay the course of true doctrine in the face of error and untruth. 
Discerning Good and Evil versus the Gift of Discernment: 

The power of discerning good from evil is present in all mature Christians by virtue of guidance from the Holy Spirit. All Christians should seek to discern truth, and the ability to do so is there when we operate in the Spirit. We can all discern good versus evil, and we know when we make choices to do one or the other, but the supernatural ability referred to in this Spiritual Gift is intensified. With it comes a boldness to speak out, the willingness to question apparent authority, and a quality of continual evaluation that puts the believer on guard at all times. It is hard for Satan to sneak up on a person with this gift.


Scriptural Examples:
Jesus knew that Satan tries to influence: "If you are the Son of God, he said, throw yourself down. For it is written:  He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  Jesus answered him, It is also written: Do not put the Lord your God to the test. Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. All this I will give you, he said, if you will bow down and worship me." Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only. " Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.” Matthew 4:6-11. 
The disciples also demonstrated the Gift of Discernment: “Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.” Acts 16:16-18
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Discernment: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Discernment is to manifest the truth as God gives them knowledge. They know by the Spirit that the enemy disguises themselves as holy; empower counterfeit miracles, false teachers, false prophets, false apostles, and false doctrines. They understand that the enemy comes to kill, steal and destroy the Word of God. They understand by the Spirit: "Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.  2 Corinthians 13:1 The deciding factor for them is if anything is really of God then He will confirm it His way. They have the confidence to know that sometimes the second or third witness is simply the Holy Spirit in us coming into agreement.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Discernment:

· They are concerned about right and wrong. 
· They tend to listen well and hear the little and seemingly insignificant things that shed light on a specific need. 
· Those with the Gift of Discernment are often more seriously-minded.
· They distinguish between good and evil, truth and error.
· They like to ask questions and then give advice.
· They often compare problems against biblical principles. 
· They feel strongly about obeying truth and living by the Word of God.
· The demonstration of this gift can motivate a believer to seek God’s will and purpose, and apply that understanding to individual and congregational situations. It provides the ability to distinguish between truth and error, to know when a person or act is of God.

Church members with the Gift of Discernment are responsible for keeping false teachers and teachings from influencing and possibly perverting the Church. 
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Discernment:
· Anyone who has this gift has to walk a fine line. 
· They are compelled to expose heresy, false doctrine, and untruth.
By the Spirit, they must tactfully use this Gift or lose credibility as a highly judgmental person. 
Being overly zealous to expose untruths, they can lack clarity and kindness.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Discernment:

Prayer
Visionary
Staffing
Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Have you felt a special responsibility to protect the truth of God's Word by exposing wrong doctrine? 
Do you often make a swift evaluation of what is said, and see deception  that others did not see? 
Do you have a solid understanding of Scripture and sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit? 
Are you keenly aware of moral sin and doctrinal heresy? 
Can you read a book or hear a teacher and almost immediately uncover any false teaching? 
Do you have an awareness of demonic presence and know how to help people be free of demonic activity? 
Have others in the Church noted that you are able to see through phoniness or manipulative behavior before it is evident to other people?
Have you correctly discerned whether a person’s teaching was from God, Satan or of human origin and later been confirmed as correct?
Can you judge between the inadequate and the acceptable, or between evil and good?
Do you see a serious danger when false teachings and false practices creep into the Church?
Are you usually aware of people who pretend or who wear masks? Label - Content
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Study Your Gifts – Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, and Intercession make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Discernment. Discernment requires a deep Wisdom of God’s Word, and the seeking of the Knowledge, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit that is applicable to each situation. Discernment is a powerful gift that makes changes in the atmosphere in the Body of Christ and should not be taken lightly.  When you use the Gift by Faith the results is clarification in the Body of Christ. 
Understand in Spiritual Warfare -  We do not fight by our own power. In each instance, the solution to dealing with spirits and false teachings is the Word of God.  Ephesians. 6:12; 2 Corinthians. 11:13-15; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 4:6; Acts 5:1-11; Acts 8:20-23; Acts 13:6-12; Acts 16:16-18; Rev. 2:2; Rev. 2:14-20..
The key to the Gift of Discernment is being able to distinguish the nature of a spirit. Spirits can be angelic, human, or demonic.  Angelic spirits are ministering spirits, human spirit speaks of the Spirit of God that dwells in us; and demonic spirits are spirits of destruction. Pray constantly in the Spirit for clarification. Make sure your heart is right, and you must know when you are judging or following the leading of the Holy Spirt when dealing with a situation.
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 6:10-12
Understand that you can discern fallen powers and principalities that are at a higher level than spirits, and your job here is to expose and uncover the underlying systems that corrupt the Body. 
Study Humility and Grace
Grace
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17 
The word translated "grace" in the New Testament comes from the Greek word charis, which means “favor, blessing, or kindness.” but when the word grace is used in connection with God, it takes on a more powerful meaning. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us as our sin deserves. It is His benevolence to the undeserving. But He offers us forgiveness Hebrews 8:12; Ephesians 1:7 and salvation Ephesians 2:8 says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. " The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is by His grace toward us.
We extend grace to others by our actions. The apostle Paul began many of his letters with the phrase, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:3). God is the instigator of grace, and it is from Him that all other grace flows.  
As a person with the Gift of Helps you have the opportunity to extend the Grace of God in you to others that will give them life and hope.
Humility
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us; and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed. Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Seek the Holy Spirit in prayer for direction in using the Gift of Discernment. Do not trust in your own powers of perception. Pray constantly for the covering of the Holy Spirit, and be true and open in all of your dealings. Be sensitive to others in need of help with dealing with powers in their lives.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to help you understand the importance of the need for uncovering deception or untruths. If your calling is the Gift of Discernment, you have a power in you that is vital to the health of the Body. 
Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Faith
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Intercession, Discernment, Wisdom
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:9
 Description:
The Gift of Faith is the ability to envision what God wants to be done and to confidently believe that it will be accomplished in spite of circumstances and appearances to the contrary.  The believer with this gift is able to see the Spirit at work, and trust the Spirit’s leading without knowledge of the path ahead. The Gift of Faith transforms vision into reality, with a discernment of the will and purpose of God for the future of the Body of Christ. While faith requires being convinced that what we believe in is true, just knowing the truth is only half of faith. God's Word must be hoped for, embraced, and seized! 
Scriptural Examples
Jesus knew the Gift of Faith and rewarded it with love and action like in Matthew 8:5-16 He demonstrated truth to Thomas but the person of greater faith is one who believes without seeing. “When the other disciples told him [Thomas] that they had seen the Lord, he declared: “I will not believe it. A week later Jesus said to Thomas: ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God! Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:25-28 
Hoping in faith of God’s Word bought Abraham to the realization of a promise God made to him. "Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.” Romans 4:18-21.  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Faith: 
The basic motivational drive for a person with the Gift of Faith is to show the presence and power of God. They believe strongly in God’s ability and love for us, and in His capacity to do anything possible in us and on this earth. They stretch the faith and commitments of others by example. They encourage others to act upon their faith and challenge everyone to increase their faith. This abundance of faith is by God’s grace. People with this gift have the capability, when exercising their gift, to address expectantly the greatest of concerns, plead for intervention in the largest of needs, and undertake prayer requests that seem mountainous. 
Gift of Faith versus A Measure of Faith
A Measure of Faith
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you”. Romans 12:3
God has dealt to every man a measure of faith; that is, He has told us how to believe. He tells us how we are to believe by the words that Paul preached. It is through Paul's writings that we learn how we are saved and for what purpose we are saved. (( what scripture) This Measure of Faith is given to every man.
Gift of Faith
A Measure of Faith is grace to believe; but compared to the Gift of Faith, which is a supernatural grace with the ability to envision what God wants done, they are not the same. The Gift of Faith transforms vision into reality, with a discernment of the will and purpose of God for the future of the Body of Christ.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Faith:
The Gift of Faith shows in those who believe strongly in the presence and power of God. 
The believer with this gift sees the Spirit at work, and trusts that the Spirit is leading, even without knowledge of the path ahead.
They have the capability, when exercising their gift in the spirit, to address with expectation the greatest concerns.  To plead for intervention in the extreme needs, and undertake challenging prayer requests is the work of this gift.   
They tend to stretch the faith and commitments of others. 
They encourage others to act upon their faith, and challenge everyone to increase their faith.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Faith:
They can be overly trusting.
They are often proud of their faith and must be constantly aware of the leading of the Spirit.
They often speak Faith but have to work at combining faith with works.
They must learn to be patient with others who do not see as they do.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Faith:

Prayer/Intercession
Visionary

Holding up the Arms of the Ministry
Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Have you had the experience of knowing God’s will with certainty in a specific situation?
Have you felt assurance that God would do what seemed unlikely?
Do you have a sense for moments when you require deep faith in prayer?
Are you able to go on believing God will act in a situation in spite of evidence to the contrary?
Do you depend upon God’s resources and guidance to an unusual degree?Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Study Your Gifts ((add opening sentence))
Discernment – Learn to trust your ability to see pass the obvious. 
Intercession - Pray in Intercession for the things you see in the Spirit that can only come to pass by faith.
Wisdom - Place your gift in God’s hands and ask for his guidance. Be mindful of any situation where of the demonstration of the Gift of Faith can provide a positive effect on the Body of the Church. 
Study Hebrews 11  
Hebrews 11 is the study manual for a person with the Gift of Faith
Study Humility  - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed. 
Study Steadfastness ((change boiler)
What does steadfastness mean?: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know we know what we know without wavering?  
1st We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 
4th  And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20 We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19 We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering?
1st  “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position 2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen. 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self –controlled, alert, and resist the devil.
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
The Gift of Faith requires constantly being aware of the Holy Spirit in you. Faith requires we believe what we cannot see, and only with prayer and supplication can we see through the eyes of the Spirit. The Holy Spirt was sent to teach us all things and with prayer, we can believe what we cannot see.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to clarify the Gift of Faith for use in the Body of Christ. Faith is the most powerful weapon that the children of God have on this earth. When God operates through our faith, the world cannot deny the presence of God, and the power of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Healing 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Discernment, Faith, Intercession
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:8 
Description:
The Gift of Healing is the ability to serve as a human instrument that God uses to supernaturally cure illnesses and restore health. The possessor of this gift is not the source of power, but a vessel that can only heal those diseases the Lord chooses to heal. Because God chooses to heal the whole man, healings can be physical or emotional.  We understand that the gift-bearer serves as a human intermediary, because God pleases to cure illnesses and restore health apart from the use of natural means. The person with the Gift of Healing knows that healing may or may not take place according to the loving purpose of God. This gift used in the local church can encourage faith and hope. Healing can often spark revival and repentance. 
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus was the Master Healer: “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.  News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them.” Matthew 4:23-24 “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:35-36  
The Twelve had the Gift of Healing: “He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness”. Matthew 10:1; Acts 3:1-8; Acts 5:14-16, as did the Seventy. Luke 10:8-9 
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Healing: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Healing is by prayer and strong petition seeking God to reveal His love for His people by healing. People with the Gift of Healing, trusts that God can heal the sick. They pray in faith for the physical restoration of those in need. They see healing as a sign that God uses to reveal His power. They have affirmation and assurance from God to believe Him for healing, and that causes them to step out as a vessel to show God’s desire to work in a situation. They inspire stronger faith in others.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Healing:
A person with this gift feels free to ask God for His intervention without usurping His sovereignty.
There is a deep understanding that they do not have a personal power to heal anyone, but that they have a great conviction to pray for healing and to believe in God’s power.
This gift encourages those new in the faith.
They understand and their only use of the gift is ultimately God’s glory.


Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Healing:
There is temptation to “hero” worship the person with the gift, creating an expectancy that is not of God.
The result can be disappointment or bitterness when God does not answer in the way we think that He should.
Pride can also be a problem causing someone with this gift to exaggerate, make false claims, or steer away from greater need in preference to their own self-importance.
There is potential jealousy, fear of failure and anger if God chooses to use someone else.
Finally, there is temptation when not operating in the Spirit to acquire riches by using the gift.
Common Errors Regarding Healing
If a testimony of a healing is given in today’s world, it also needs to be verified (e.g., by a doctor) to give natural credibility to the supernatural miracles of God. 
Some extreme groups teach that since God can heal, Christians should not use  doctors, but the Bible does not speak against doctors, and doctors like Luke used their medical ability as part of their pastoral ministry to help people in Colossians 4:14 
Some say that by walking in faith and not sinning no Christian needs to be sick, but, many faithful servants of Christ that deeply loved God had sickness that was not healed. Timothy 1 Tim. 5:23; Paul  2 Corinthians 12: 7-10
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Healing:

· Visitation ministry to the sick and elderly. 
· Need based Evangelism Programs. 
· Prayer Team.
· Ministering to individuals at time of need.

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you have a deep compassion for people who are sick? 
Do you have a deep conviction that God can heal anyone he chooses? 
Do you enjoy praying for the sick? 
Have you seen God heal someone?
When God heals someone, are you excited because it helps to reveal his power to others? 
Do you long for the coming of God's kingdom, when there will be an end to all sickness since sin and its effects will be no more? 
Area for Study and Personal Growth: 
Study the Various Healings in the Bible – In the Book of Matthew we see many healings of Jesus: Matthew 8:1-4; 9:2-8; 9:20-22; 9:27-31; 12:10-13; 20:29-34
What was the character of Jesus at the healing? How did the healing glorify God? What was the posture of the person receiving from Jesus before and after the healing?
Assess Your Character – It is important to know who you are if you have this gift, because the attack will be on your strengths and weaknesses. Are you strong in Faith? Do you have the commitment to pray and study God’s Word? Is your focus on bringing glory to God. Is your focus on yourself or the people of God? Are you easily swayed by attention? Do you have a trait of strong-mindedness? If you do, how do you use that trait?  Study your character realistically, because your characteristics will be the hindrance or the power for this gift.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness: Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive ) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings.
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Be mindful (in the state of prayer) of the person, place, time and God’s mission for the healing . You will begin to understand God’s plans are not our plans and the plan of God is the purpose for all healings. Seek the Holy Spirit in prayer for every situation and do not lean to your own understanding. It is dangerous to mislead in healing and give damaging false hope. Prayer unceasingly for the continued understanding, that you are a vessel through which God heals, because only God can heal.  
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to confirm and strengthen the Gift of Healing in you. And, to protect you with the knowledge you need to be used in this gift by God, because the Gift of Healing can be destructive to you and to others. People with the Gift of Healing will experience attack on all sides. This gift is so life changing it is imperative that you prepare yourself each day with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Helps 
Category:   Manifestation Gifts
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Wisdom, Discernment, Intercession
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:28 
Description:
The Gift of Helps is the ability to enhance the effectiveness of the ministry of other members of the body. This is the only usage of this word in the New Testament, and it appears to be distinct from the Gift of Service. The Gift of Service is more group-oriented, while the Gift of Helps is more person-oriented. When you think of Christians who serve faithfully behind the scenes, you think of those with the Gift of Helps/Ministry. In I Corinthians 12:28 it says: “those able to help others” The gift of “helps” is not passively helping, as in the word “service” or “servant”. Rather in “helps” there is an involvement that goes deeper than just serving someone.   In the Biblical meaning of “helps” there are three parts to the definition. The first part is helping, bringing relief, and giving assistance. The second part is the concept of taking hold of something, and participating. This part implies involvement on the part of the person helping.  It is more than serving it is support. It literally means to “grab them, strongly lay hold of, to hold them up”. The third part is to exchange. There is an exchange between you and the person you are helping. You see the needy as a giver not just a receiver. You get a blessing too. There is a real involvement and interchange 
Scriptural Examples: 
Jesus  was served and cared for by Mary and Martha: “As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.  But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, ‘Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself ? Tell her to help me!’ ‘Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." Luke 10:38-42. In this scripture, however, Jesus helps us to learn to put our priorities in order. People with the Gift of Helps sometimes need direction.
Paul in this scripture is thanking believers for caring for him:  “Do everything in love. You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints. I urge you, brothers, to submit to such as these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it. I was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied what was lacking from you.  For they refreshed my spirit, and yours also. Such men deserve recognition.”  1 Corinthians 16:14-18
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Helps: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Helps is to bless others to be able to serve the Lord. They love to help others. Motivated by a strong sense of need, they feel like “someone has to do it.” Because they care and are concerned for others, they find themselves doing what no one else sees to do.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Helps:
They tend to do whatever is called for. 
They are flexible, and adapt to many challenges. 
They simply enjoy helping others and meeting needs. 
Often truly selfless, those with this gift like to be involved.  
There is joy given to both those who help and those they are helping. 
This gift will help the overall witness of the Church. 

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Helps:
A person can become bitter at those that are not helping. 
They can become weary in doing good works. 
It is hard to say “no” and people can easily be take advantage. 
They can fall victim to the subtle belief in works as a basis for salvation, even though they know we are saved by grace. 
They can become proud and insist on things their way, dismissing the needs of those they are helping and the direction of God. 
They run the risk of becoming enablers and becoming part of a codependent relationship. 
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Helps: 

· Office and ministry support for the pastoral team.
· Support for ministry and volunteer leadership. 
· Help with mentoring programs. 
· Facilitation of events and programs.

Confirm/Affirm/Do You Have This Gift?
In the Spirit are you strongly prompted to “take hold” of a person, and support them so they can become a servant of the Lord? 
Do you prefer to labor behind the scenes?
Do you prefer one - on - one ministry? 
When you hear of someone with needs, do you offer your services?
When someone asks for your help, do you have difficulty saying no? 
Do you truly believe it is better to give than it is to receive?
When someone is doing poorly, is your first instinct to help him or her instead to criticize.
Do you prefer to work in a supportive rather than a leadership capacity?
Areas for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character - Can you listen and communicate back the need? Are you willing to go outside of your comfort zone? Because you have the Gift of Helps, you have the power to relieve a great deal of stress in the lives of others. However, you will have to become skilled at “plugging in.” Learn where assistance from you can relieve burdens and make an offer to help. As a helper, you must be somewhat expert at working well with a variety of personalities. 
Study Humility and Grace ((change boiler))
Grace ((wiki))
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17 
The word translated "grace" in the New Testament comes from the Greek word charis, which means “favor, blessing, or kindness”, but, when the word grace is used in connection with God, it takes on a more powerful meaning. Grace, is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us as our sin deserves. It is His benevolence to the undeserving. He offers us forgiveness as shown in Hebrews 8:12; Ephesians 1:7. He offers us salvation in Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God." The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is by His grace toward us.
We extend grace to others by our actions. The apostle Paul began many of his letters with the phrase, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:3). God is the instigator of grace, and it is from Him that all other grace flows.  
As a person with the Gift of Helps, you have the opportunity to extend the Grace of God, in you, to others; and that grace will give them life and hope.
Humility
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us; and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed.
Study Your Gifts – Discernment, Intercession, and Wisdom is the gift blend that supports the Gift of Helps.
Discernment – Learn to trust your ability to see pass the obvious. It is only by assessing the true need, can the Gift of Helps function properly. Open yourself up to those who are struggling with doubt, fears, and other spiritual battles. In addition to helping with practical needs, those with the spiritual Gift of Helps have the unique ability to move toward those in spiritual need with a kind word, an understanding, a compassionate demeanor, and the unique ability to speak scriptural truth that is both convicting and loving. 
Intercession – Understand that the Holy Spirit will place in your spirit the need for prayer for a particular situation. Your job is to pray unceasingly for God’s solution and/or guidance for the people or person.
Wisdom - Place your gift in God’s hands and ask for his guidance. Seek where to exercise your Gift of Helps to help a fellow Christian, to build up the church, and to glorify God.  
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Intercessory prayer is an important discipline for this gift, because this gift requires that the person you are to help must trust you and your motives.  With prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit you can develop a trusting covenant relationship that will glorify God. When this gift is effective it produces prosperity in the Body of the Church.
The purpose of this study is to equip you to be an effective element in the Body of the Church. The Gift of Helps is the gift that holds up the Arms of the Ministry.  “As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands remained steady till sunset.  So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.” Exodus 17:11

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Intercession 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Wisdom
Scriptural Confirmation: Romans 8:26-27 
Description:
The Gift of Intercession is the special ability to pray for extended periods, and consistently pray on behalf of and for others.  The result of Intercessory Prayer is a great positive effect for the building of the Kingdom. When people who pray in Intercession as led by the Holy Spirit on a regular basis, the Body sees frequent and specific answers to  prayer. They have a supernatural certainty knowing that God hears prayer and answers will come, along with the special ability to identify specific responses to those prayers. The scriptures do not identify Intercession as a Spiritual Gift. However, it is widely recognized as an activity used by the disciples of the early Church. Paul interceded regularly in prayer on behalf of the Churches he established, and Timothy taught the importance of Intercessory prayer.   
Scriptural Examples:
The Holy Spirit is the Intercessor. “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.” Romans 8:26-27
Jesus prayed in Intercession for the oneness of the Body with the Father and the Son. "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:20-23. Jesus and the posture of Prayer: “But when you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you.” Matthew 6:6
Paul speaking to the Church at Colossae says “For this reason we have always prayed for you, ever since we heard about you. We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will, with all the wisdom and understanding that his Spirit gives.” Colossians 1:9,10; Colossians 4:12-13 To the church in Ephesus, Paul says more in 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Intercession: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Intercession is to see prayer answered and circumstances changed. They have a ministry of prayer and spend a great deal of time in prayer with the full knowledge that God is listening and he answers Spirit filled prayer.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Intercession:
They seem to have a direct line to God.
They feel compelled to earnestly pray on behalf of someone or some cause, and have a daily awareness of the spiritual battles waged in the Body.
They pray in response to the leading of the Spirit, whether they understand it or not
They are peacemakers and exercise authority and power for the protection of others.  
When operating in the Spirit they are sensitive to situations, and act as advocates.
They bare burdens with trustworthiness and sincerity.
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Intercession:
They have to avoid feeling that their gift is not valued, and remember that interceding for others is their ministry and a Spiritual contribution to the Body of Christ.
They have to work for balance in their lives and not use prayer as an escape from fulfilling responsibilities and engaging in relationships.
They can develop an attitude of separation that sometimes comes with extended times in prayer and spiritual intimacy with God.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Intercession
In your personal life faithfully intercede for friends, family and others; pray for persons with special needs.
Within the Church: be a prayer partner and lead intercession on behalf of the church. 
Within the wider community: pray for those in authority; pray for missions, missionaries and public groups that are struggling with problems or conflict.
Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Are you sensitive to the prayer needs of others, and desire to give them needed prayer support?
Are you conscious of ministering to others as you pray for them?
Can you pray for extended periods, in regular intervals, unceasingly?
Are you confident that when you pray for others, you will have tangible results?
Do you have some prayer stories to tell about answered prayers?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Study Steadfastness
What does steadfastness mean?: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know we know what we know without wavering? 
1st We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 
4th  And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20 We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19 We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering?
1st  “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position 2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen. 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self –controlled, alert, and resist the devil.
Study Your Gifts - Faith, Discernment, and Wisdom make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Intercession.
Faith - Intercessory prayer requires faith to be effective. Belief carries the prayer in an unceasing manner until God provides an answer. Maintaining an attitude of faith finishes the job. Work in any way that you can to deepen your faith so that your belief will not falter after the prayer is sent up. Prayer is only the beginning of the intercessory process; it is the sustaining belief by faith that is essential.
Discernment - Learn to trust your ability to see pass the obvious. It is only by assessing the true need, can the Gift of Intercession function properly. It is dangerous to pray out of God’s will for a situation, always let the Holy Spirit lead in every situation.
Wisdom - Understand all that you can about prayer from scripture.  Ephesians 1:15-19; Ephesians 6:18-20; Philippians 1:3-5; Colossians 1:9-12; James 5:13-16; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 5:16-18; Romans 8:26-27. 
Understand Surrender - Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over to God then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into full surrender is to seek to do His specific will for your life; and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your duties, and the tasks that you will accomplish for Him. God has a set plan and a set future for your life. It all depends on your choice to surrender your life to God’s control.   “your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16   “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” Proverbs 3:5   “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
An Intercessor usually prays for others and for other situations. They have to be careful to dedicate prayer time to themselves by always seeking God with the direction of the Holy Spirit. Pray continuously for direction in your personal life and affairs. Pray for submission, humility, and peace in order to operate in the Gift of Intercession with joy in your life.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to help you understand that the Gift of Intercession is a vital part of the growth and the strength of the Body of Christ. The Church needs a strong foundation of prayer. People called to this gift are supernaturally called to pray the mind of God for His results. 


Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift/Word of Knowledge
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Discernment, Wisdom, Teaching
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:7-8; 8:1-2
The Gift of Knowledge is the ability to receive specific truth from the Word of God, and the ability to research, remember, and make effective use of a variety of information on a number of diverse subjects. It is not an amplification of human knowledge, nor is it a gift of just knowing many things. It is the ability, by supernatural revelation to discover, analyze, and systematize certain facts from the mind of God, which gives instant and specific information for benefit of others. This gift builds understanding, in an exceptional way, of the great truths of God’s word and gives insight into their relevance to specific situations in the Body of Christ. Compared to the Gift of Wisdom, the Gift of Knowledge is specific; the Gift of Wisdom encompasses a wide variety of understanding. Description:
Scriptural Examples: 
What is the purpose of Knowledge: Throughout his ministry, Jesus frequently quoted the Old Testament Scriptures from memory because he had committed Himself to faithfully studying the Scriptures. Jesus also rebuked the scholars of his day because they studied the Bible but failed to love Him, which is the purpose of all study. (lead-in) John 5:39-47 
What is Knowledge: “This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance and for this we labor and strive, that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 1 Timothy 4:9-16
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Knowledge: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Knowledge is to study the Word of God for truth and present that truth to the Body of Christ. A person with this gift strives to learn, analyze, and uncover new insights with regard to the Bible and faith. The person with the Gift of Knowledge will understand the living nature of God’s Word. They love to study, love to learn, and are not content with surface-level knowledge of topics. They are compelled to conduct thorough research and compile their findings so that others can benefit from their long hours of focused study.  People with this Spiritual Gift love God with their entire mind. Mark 12:29-30 
Strengths of those with the Gift of Knowledge:

· They speak with understanding, perception, and saturation. 
· They have a partiality for scholarship, a love of reading, and are content with study.
· They love wrestling with ideas and being engaged in problem solving.
· They have a high level of comprehension and internalization of Scripture.
· When they operate in the Spirit, they can only give what the Spirit gives.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Knowledge:
· 
· Sometimes they may overwhelm others with the amount of knowledge they want to share.
· They can sometimes bring more attention to their own dissertation of the Word. 
· They sometimes lose the purpose of sharing what God has revealed to them.
· When not operating in the Spirit they can come off as a know it all.
· They can make people feel less knowledgeable.

Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Knowledge:

Teaching/Training
Staff-Support
Publications

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift? 
Do you love to study? 
Do you have a good memory that retains and compiles lots of information? 
Have others frequently pointed out your ability to know and understand God's Word? 
Do people often come to you with difficult problems and questions from the Bible, seeking your insight because they know you will have the answer or find it? 
In studying God's Word, have you found that new insights and understanding of difficult subjects come easy to you? 
Are you frustrated when you hear bad teaching from someone who has not done his or her homework?
Have you been able to help others distinguish key and important facts of scripture?
Do you enjoy studying and reading material that expands your understanding of the Bible?
In your personal study, do you frequently discover new insights in scripture?
Do you feel compelled to share with others the biblical insights you discover?
Do biblical passages come to mind when you seek to know God’s will in a particular situation?
Area for Study and Personal growth:
Assess Your Character - Do you have the discipline to study? Do you have an open mine to new ideas? Do you search for truth, or just what makes you feel good? Is your purpose to give accuracy or your interpretation? Can you learn from others? Do you learn from pass experiences and mistakes? How big is your ego when it comes to showing people what you know? Does everybody have to agree with you?



Study Your Gifts 
The gifts of Discernment, Wisdom, and Teaching are the gifts that make the gift blend that supports the Gift of Knowledge.
Discernment – allows you to rightly discern the Word of God and present the truth to the Body of Church. Develop this gift so that it serves to direct you to the truth and uncover false or unclear doctrine.
Wisdom – is the overall sum of what you learn in your study of the Word, however, Wisdom, broken down into usable knowledge is the source of change in the Body. Make sure when you present information it is in the form of practical knowledge that solves a problem or releases the power of the Holy Spirit in a situation. 
Teaching – in order to use this gift for the enrichment of the Body, you must learn to teach with the purpose of imparting the knowledge you gained through the operation of this gift. Submit to the Holy Spirit to guide you in developing your teaching skills
Study Steadfastness
Full familiarity with the Bible is critical for effective exercise of the Gift of Knowledge. More than likely you will be at home with scripture for the rest of your life. A regular disciplined excursion through the pages will become an on-going daily visit with a friend, and, will help to develop your Gift of Knowledge. 
Steadfastness means: Know what you know and not be moved. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know we know what we know without wavering? 
1st - We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd - But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd - As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 1 John 2:27 We are taught by His anointing.
4th  - And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th - “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20 We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th - “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19 We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering?
1st  - “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd - “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.” l Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd - “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th - “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self–controlled, alert, and resist the devil.
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to the knowledge needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. Your ministry calls for you to work with others by teaching, mentoring and demonstration, pray that God will send you mentors in the faith to strengthen your presentation skills. Pray daily that the Holy Spirit will direct you in ways to share your knowledge with others, and pray to be sensitive to where a message of knowledge may be helpful in the building up of the church.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to develop your insight into the gift you possess to gain knowledge. Realize that the drive is a supernatural desire that God uses to give His thoughts to the Body of Christ. When you accept Christ and submit this gift to God, you operate to bring others closer to God by providing understanding of His Word.


Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Miracles
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Intercession
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:10, 28, 29 
Description:
The Gift of Miracles is the ability to serve as an instrument through which God accomplishes acts that manifest supernatural power. These gifts are diverse and not permanently available at the will of the gifted believer, but instead, operate at various times and in various circumstances.  The gift is subject to the divine will of God and His purposes.  These acts alter the ordinary course of nature. Miracles are events of supernatural power, perceived by the senses, in order to draw attention to the Lord and His message. Miracles remind us of God’s power and wonder and often give us signs of His love for us.  God designs the events for the edification of the Church. 
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus performed many miracles, as evidence that He was God. Jesus healed the blind; walked on water; cast out demons; commanded nature; turned water into wine and fed over 5,000 people with one boy's lunch. Read this for yourself in Matt. 12: 22; Mark 4:35-41; Mark 5:1-13; Mark 6:45-51; John 2:1-11; John 6:1-14; John 20:20-31.  The apostles showedd "many miraculous signs" and did miracles;  Stephen did "great" miracles; and Paul did "extraordinary" miracles at Ephesus. Also, Paul cast out demons. God blinded a sorcerer for Paul. Read about this in Acts 2:43; Acts 6:8 Acts 13:6-12; Acts 16:16-18; Acts 19:11; 1 Cor. 12:10, 28, 29


Characteristics of those with the Gift of Miracles: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Miracles is by prayer and strong petition seek God to reveal His glory to His people. They have a heightened sensitivity to the presence and power of God through His Holy Spirit.  Those with this gift understand that God is Sovereign and He can work when and how He desires, but they make sure, they are available and listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. They do not claim power themselves, but always give credit and glory to God for His mighty works.  Often God will deliberately humble them to keep them relying on His grace and pointing to His Son, rather than miracles. A person with this gift has a deep sensitivity to God’s will in a situation and a deep belief in God’s ability to fulfill His will. They know where man’s ability ends, and God’s supernatural ability takes over.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Miracles:
The Gift of Miracles requires people to be bold, act with authority, and venture outside of their comfort zone. 
They are very prayerful and express confidence in God’s faithfulness. 
They bring the ministry and message of Jesus Christ with power.
They declare God to be the source of miracles.
They represent Christ and through the gift point people to a relationship with Christ. 
When working in the Spirit they take care not to draw attention to themselves or have a following of people, but are constantly pointing others to Jesus. 
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Miracles:
They have to keep in mind their faith does not cause miracles.
Miracles are not to cause faith in others but to lead them to a relationship with Christ.
When not operating in the Spirit they can view this gift as a personal responsibility, forgetting that God determines the location and timing of deeds.
They can become bitter with disappointment when God does not demonstrate the way they think He should.
They have to careful of pride, exaggeration, false claims, impatience, taking the credit, jealously, or self-gain.
Common Errors Regarding Miracles:
Some people who claim to have this gift use it to exalt themselves, but the gift exists to exalt God and spread the name of Jesus.
Some believe only the godliest people will have this gift, but God is no respecter of persons, and He uses, and preordains whom He may.
Some people think that a sign or miracle is guaranteed to prove to a non-Christian that Jesus is real, but Jesus said that some people would never believe in Him even if they saw a miracle.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Miracles:

Healing ministry/ Hospital visitation 
Prayer ministry 
Poverty ministry
Evangelism team

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you truly believe that God can do the impossible?
When you read of the many miracles in the Bible, are you encouraged because you love to see God made known in ways that are spectacular?
Have you seen someone freed from demonic oppression?
Have you seen God perform miracles? 
When you hear of or see miracles, is your faith in God greatly increased?
Do you use stories of God's miracles to help prove to others that Jesus is God?
Are you someone who thinks there is no barrier and no boundary to the things God can do in our world?
Have you ever seen a healing miracle? 
Do you find yourself loving and believing in God more when you hear of miracles that occurred?
Do the stories in the Bible that describe God's miracles and how it reveals Him to others draw you?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Study Your Character – A person with the Gift of Miracles suffers attacks from all sides. Distrust will come from inside the church body, your family, and the community. Many will try to use your gift for notoriety or financial gain. In order to operate in this gift for God’s purposes and to be able to survive attacks, you must know who you are. Are you able to stand your ground? Can you forgive with love? Can you see the hurt in others that may cause them to attack you? Are you easily swayed? Are you prideful? Do you have to present your agenda or are you willing to be in the background? Is fear a big part of your life? Are you outgoing or introverted?
Study Your Gifts – Faith, Discernment, and Intercession make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Miracles. 
Faith - This gift requires you to have unwavering faith that God can perform miracles, that you have the Gift of Miracles, and that this gift is for the benefit of the Body of Christ. You cannot allow doubt or fear to weaken this gift in you.
Discernment – Many times in circumstances where a miracle seems to be the only answer and a miracle is not manifested, discernment will help you understand the mind of God in the situation.  You will be able to minister to the people or have an opportunity to show the mind of God in a way that will provide love, explanations, and resolutions.
Intercession – The Holy Spirit will guide you in Intercessory Prayer for a situation and for God’s resolution. You will be able to see clearly God’s direction and be open with full confidence and faith. When people see your posture in the situation it will them believe in whatever solution God provides.
Study Humility – ((change boiler)It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness: The Gift of Miracles requires a meek spirit. Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive ) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness of mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings. 
Understand Surrender -  Present yourself as a living sacrifice. Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over to God then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into full surrender is to seek to do His specific will for your life; and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your duties, and the tasks that you will accomplish for Him. God has a set plan and a set future for your life. It all depends on your choice to surrender your life to God’s control.   “…your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16   “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” Proverbs 3:5   “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30. 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Be led by the Spirit to pray unceasingly for God’s design and purposes for miracles in every situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s actions; instead, trust Him through prayer. See each action of God in the light of His knowing of the end from the beginning. Only He can decide to perform a miracle for the benefit of His design. Submit every day that miracles can only come from God.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to prepare you for the warfare that comes with this gift. It is hard for people to believe in an event that seems to go against the ordinary course of nature. Your faith that God is Sovereign is the evidence of things not seen.

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Wisdom/Word of Wisdom
Spiritual Gift Blend:         Discernment, Knowledge, Exhortation
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:8 
Description:
The Gift of Wisdom is the ability to have insight into people and situations that is not obvious to the average person. It is the ability to not only see, but to know the mind of the Holy Spirit and to receive insight into how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the Body of Christ. With this gift, the Spirit endows particular Christians with an understanding of God’s will. The Gift of Wisdom is the unique ability to use knowledge in a practical way. Those with this gift like to combine what they know with a serious reverence of God in order to influence others. A Word of Wisdom is a supernatural provision of divine wisdom or a right application of knowledge given to Christians to enable them to know what to do or say in specific situations. 
In a difficult or dangerous situation a Word of Wisdom, may resolve the difficulty or situation. It is a directed Word given to someone for a specific situation. With the guiding of the Holy Spirit, one shares the Word at the right time. This Word can come by a dream, revelation, a vision, some have heard the audible voice of God, but usually it is the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to our own spirit.
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus grew in wisdom and demonstrated wisdom to the people in such a way as to amaze them and cause them to believe.
“And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.  After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days, they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.’ ‘Why were you searching for me?’ he asked. ‘Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?’  But they did not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them; his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. Luke 2:40-52. “When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles!”  Mark 6:2.   We are also told that Jesus is the Wisdom of God.  “Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:24.  “ It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”  1 Corinthians 1:30
Jesus gave us wisdom: “Jesus said, "I will give you words and wisdom." Luke 21:15, and He used Paul’s Gift of Wisdom to instruct us. “Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.”  2 Peter 3:15  
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Wisdom: 
The basic motivational drive for a person with the Gift of Wisdom  is to see, know the mind of the Holy Spirit, and to receive insight into how given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs. They have an ability to synthesize biblical truth and the supernatural ability to apply knowledge. The Wisdom is spontaneous. They do not seek it and the Holy Spirit directs how and when to use it. 
Strengths of those with the Gift of Wisdom:


· They make great counselors and give spirit directed advice. 
· They need to stay in constant prayer and study.

· They know that the wisdom is not their own, and there is no way they could have arrived at the wisdom without supernatural intervention. 
· They experience the Word of Wisdom coming by revelation knowledge always by the Holy Spirit. 

· They understand that God is using this gift to direct the Body of Christ, to warn and to give solutions in time of trouble.


Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Wisdom: ((change to match Strengths))
They sometimes battle with pride and an attitude of superiority.
They need to be consistently humble with a sense of quietness and slowness before responding.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of the Word of Wisdom:

Education
Counseling
Staff Support

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
When studying God's Word, does the Holy Spirit give insight and revelation to discover the meaning of the Word, and its implications? 
Are you able to apply biblical truth in a practical way to help counsel others to make good life choices? 
Do you get frustrated when people make foolish decisions that damage their quality of life, because of lack of knowledge and wisdom? 
Do you find that when people have important decisions to make, they come to you for prayer and biblical counsel? 
Do you find that when you counsel people, the Spirit gives you wisdom to share with them from Scripture, and when they accept as God's truth to them through you situations change? 
Have you applied Spiritual truth effectively to situations in your own life?
When a person has a problem, are you usually able to guide them to the best biblical solution?
Do others ask you for workable ideas or alternatives?
Do your recommendations for church positions or solutions to problems often turn out well?
Are you comfortable grappling with complicated problems with a variety of possibilities and intuitively arriving at the best solutions?
Area for Study and Personal growth: 
Assess Your Character - Do you have the discipline to study? Do you have an open mine to new ideas? Do you search for truth, or just what makes you feel good? Is your purpose to give accuracy or your interpretation? Does everybody have to agree with you? Do you feel complete with peace and joy when you study the Word of God? Does your outlook give assurance to others because you are grounded in what you know?
Study Your Gifts ((use this structure for all Study your gift sections))
Discernment, Knowledge, and Exhortation are the gifts that make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Wisdom.
Discernment for the Gift of Wisdom is very exciting because you have the ability to see the deep Wisdom in the Word of God. You can submit yourself completely to the leading of the Holy Spirit and see into the Word to discern treasures of information.
Knowledge is the result of the Wisdom you gain from submission to this gift. People hear you give a Word of Wisdom when in fact you apply the Knowledge gained from the Word by the leading of the Holy Spirit for God’s solution in any situation.
Exhortation is the outcome from applying the knowledge you gained for a particular situation. Most times a Word of Wisdom uplifts Body of Christ, however, when the Word of Wisdom is for correction the Body can experience needed changes and grow stronger.
Study Steadfastness
Being completely familiar with the Bible is critical for effective exercise of the Gift of Wisdom. More than likely you will be at home with scripture for the rest of your life. A regular disciplined excursion through the pages will become an on-going daily visit with a friend, and, will help to develop your Gift of Wisdom.
Steadfastness ((change the boiler)) means ‘Know what you know and not be moved’. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know ‘we know what we know’ without wavering? 
1st - We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd - But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd - As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 1 John 2:27 We are taught by His anointing.
4th  - And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 You know that if you acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th - “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20 You know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th - “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19 You know that if you are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering?
1st  - “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd - “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.” l Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd - “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th - “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self–controlled, alert, and resist the devil. 
Study Humility -  ((change boiler))It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A Prophet, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to the wisdom needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that His ways are not our ways.  Be sensitive to where a Word of Wisdom may be helpful in the building up of the church.
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to enlighten you. Wisdom from God’s Word super-cedes any wisdom you can gain in the world. With this Gift of Wisdom comes a responsibility to the Body of Christ to use this gift with serious commitment, and a serious commitment to the will of God. You must be available in your spirit and your motivation to give a Word in situations where God will provide a solution.


Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Speaking in Tongues
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Wisdom
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:10 
Description:
The Gift of Speaking in Tongues is the ability to receive and impart a spiritual message in a language the recipient never learned. For other members of the body to be edified, this message must be interpreted either by the recipient or by another person with the gift of interpretation. The Gift of Speaking in Tongues is a Manifestation Gift given to believers by God as an instrument by which God communicates His message. Those with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues speak in languages they had not learned or used before. However, at Pentecost, Tongues manifested in real Languages, not babble. “When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?” Acts 2:6-8. Every man heard them speak in his own language. Speaking in Tongues should be done orderly and with Interpretation. 
The Gift of Speaking in Tongues as compared to a language between you and God: ((clarify prayer language and the gift of speaking in tongues)) 
Paul spoke of kinds of tongues. This, coupled with the statements in 1 Corinthians 14:2, 4, 14-15, 28 has led many to distinguish a private use of tongues, often called a prayer language from the public use of tongues which must be interpreted.
If a person speaks in a tongue that unknown in this world, no one understands, and there is no interpretation; we call it communicating in the Spirit with God. In most cases we do not understand what we utter, however sometimes the Spirit will give us clarification of our communication with God. Some receive a prayer language as evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This is different from the Gift of Speaking in Tongues.
Scriptural Examples: 
[bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27]“And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues” Mark 16:17. “Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy,  however, is for believers, not for unbelievers.”1 Corinthians 14:22. “Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.“ Corinthians 14:39  Finally, speaking in tongues always results in praises to God, not prophetic statements to believers or some other instruction. " In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express”. Romans 8:26   In our weakness, intercession comes from the Holy Spirit. 
Characteristics ((check structure of first sentence in all Gifts)) of those with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues:
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues is by prayer and strong petition to open themselves to the Spirit of God and speak as His voice. They know beyond doubt that they are used of God because the demonstration is in a language they do not know and have never spoken before. The have absolute faith in the ability of God to make known His will to those who do not believe. They understand that speaking in tongues is a manifestation of God’s power and that any instance of speaking in tongues must be interpreted in order for God’s will to be done.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues:
The Gift of Speaking in Tongues requires them to be bold, authoritative, and venturesome.
They are very prayerful and express confidence in God’s faithfulness. 
They bring the ministry and message of Jesus Christ with power
They declare God to be the source of miracle communication.
They represent Christ and, through the gift, point people to a relationship with Christ. 
When working in the Spirit they take care not to draw attention to themselves or have a following of people, but are constantly exulting God. 
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues:
They have to keep in mind that miracle of Speaking in Tongues is not caused by their faith.
They are mindful that Speaking in Tongue does not cause faith in others but is a sign to exult God to unbelievers. 
When not operating in the Spirit they can view this gift as a personal triumph, forgetting that the author of the communication is God.
They can become bitter when there is not Interpretation when they think the message they speak is from God.
They have a tendency to blame others for a lack of faith when there is no Interpretation.
They have to careful of pride, exaggeration, false claims, impatience, taking the credit, jealously, or self-gain.
Confirm/Affirm/Do You Have this Gift?
Do you truly believe that God can do the impossible?
Are you someone who thinks there is no barrier and no boundary to the things God can do in our world?
Are you constantly seeking God to reveal His Glory to the world?
In situations where you cannot speak another person’s language, are you yearning to speak to them about God?
Are you bold enough to stand and deliver God’s supernatural message and be assured that He will supernatural interpret what He has said?
Areas of Ministry for those with the Gift of Speaking in Tongues:

Missions to other countries
Neighborhood outreach ministries

Areas for Study and Personal Growth:
Study your Gifts 
The Gifts of Faith, Discernment, and Wisdom are the gift blends that support the Gift of Speaking in tongues. It takes steadfast faith in the will of God to do the miraculous that makes this gift work, the Gifts of Discernment and Wisdom support you with information you need to operate in this gift.


Study Steadfastness
Steadfastness means know what you know and not be moved.((compare to Intrepetation)) ((lead-in))"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know ‘we know what we know’ without wavering? ((change in Interpretation))
1st - We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 We understand that our knowledge comes for God.
2nd - But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26 We know that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd - As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 1 John 2:27 We are taught by His anointing.
4th  - And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 1 John 2:27-29 We know that He is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12 We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell us what to say.
6th - “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20  We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th - “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19  We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering? (((copy from intrepetation))
1st  - “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  2 Peter 3:17 Be on guard. 
2nd - “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.” l Philippians 1:27 Conduct ourselves worthy of Christ.
3rd - “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15 Stand firm.
4th - “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self–controlled, alert, and resist the devil. 
Study Humility – ((change boiler)) It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed. 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to the wisdom needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that His ways are not our ways.  Be sensitive to leading of The Holy Spirit because speaking in Tongues must be done properly with Interpretation. 
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to bring you to a level of obedience to this gift. In order for this gift to operate for the God’s purposes you, have to operate in obedience, humility and steadfastness. You must deal with doubt decisively and display that resolve for those around you.


Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Wisdom
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:10 
Description:
The Gift of The Interpretation of Tongues is the ability to supernaturally interpret what was said in an language one does not know.  There are three instances of interpretation: the first is by administering in a public service or Ministry as the Holy Spirit wills. The second is by demonstration: the believer has a sudden understanding that the Holy Spirit wants to use them to demonstrate His presence by interpreting the message. The third is by accomplishment:  If the message is genuine, it will cause others in the room to acknowledge that it is a Sign & A Wonder from God. It should bring peace, love, joy, and encouragement to the believers that are present. It will also convict those who have not yet received Christ as Savior, as well as cause people present to check their Spiritual condition. 
Scriptural Examples: 
“To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.” ((lead-in))1 Corinthians 12:8-10. Speaking in Tongues requires an Interpretation and all must be done in order for the strengthening of the Church. “What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two--or at the most three--should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.” ((lead-in))1 Corinthians 14:26-28
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues:
A person with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues basic motivational drive is by prayer and strong petition seek God to reveal His presence to His people. They have a heightened sensitivity to the presence and power of God through His Holy Spirit.  Those with this gift understand that God is Sovereign and He can work when and how He desires, but they make sure, they are available and listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. They have a supernatural hearing ability. Only by the Spirit of God can they hear Spiritual things. They know when a incidence of Speaking in Tongues takes place if the message was from God they will receive the interpretation and they will speak it. The speaking is spontaneous and they have no control over what they speak.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues:

· The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues requires them to be mindful of the Holy Spirit and submissive to the prompting of the Spirit.
· They are very prayerful and express confidence in God’s faithfulness. 
· They bring the Ministry and message of Jesus Christ with power.
· They declare God to be the source of miracle communication.
· They represent Christ and through the gift point people to a relationship with Christ. 
· When working in the Spirit they take care not to draw attention to themselves or have a following of people, but are constantly exulting God. 

 Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues: ((Change to match Strengths))
They have to keep in mind that miracle of Speaking in Tongues is not caused by their faith.
They are mindful that Interpretation of Tongue does not cause faith in others but is a sign to exult God to unbelievers. 
When not operating in the Spirit they can view this gift as a personal triumph, forgetting that the author of the communication is God.
They have to careful of pride, exaggeration, false claims, impatience, taking the credit, jealously, or self-gain.
Confirm/Affirm/Do You Have this Gift?
Do you truly believe that God can do the impossible?
Are you someone who thinks there is no barrier and no boundary to the things God can do in our world?
Are you constantly seeking God to reveal His Glory to the world?
In situations where you cannot speak another person’s language, do you hear them in your language?
Are you bold enough to stand and deliver God’s supernatural message and be assured that god is in the mist of what is being said? 
Areas of Ministry for those with the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues:

Missions to other countries
Neighborhood outreach ministries
Areas fpr Study and Personal Growth
Study your Gifts 
The Gifts of Faith, Discernment, and Wisdom are the gift blends that support the Gift of Interpretation. It takes steadfast faith in the will of God to do the miraculous that makes this gift work, the Gifts of Discernment and Wisdom support you with information you need to operate in this gift.
Study Steadfastness
Steadfastness means to know what you know and not be moved. ((lead-in)) "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
What gives us the confidence to know we know what we know without wavering? 
1st – “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.” 1 Corinthians 2:12 You understand that your knowledge comes from God.
2nd – “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” John 14:26. You know that you have the Holy Spirit to teach us All Things.
3rd – “As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in Him.” 1 John 2:27. You are taught by His anointing.
4th  - “And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him.” 1 John 2:27-29.” We know that Christ is righteous and if we remain right in Him we will be confident and unashamed.
5th  - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. "I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. "When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say." Luke 12:12. We know that if we acknowledge Him before men, He will acknowledge us before God, and His Word is in our mouths and the Holy Spirit will tell you what to say.
6th - “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” Matthew 10:19-20  We know the Spirit of God speaks through us.
7th - “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15-19.  We know that if we are diligent to show ourselves approved we belong to God. 
What does the Word tell us to do to guard against wavering ? Here are a few examples.
1st  - “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”  2 Peter 3:17.  So, be on guard. 
2nd - “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.” l Philippians 1:27 Conduct yourself in a manner worthy of Christ.
3rd - “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15 So, stand firm.
4th - “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever”. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:8-11 Be self–controlled, alert, and resist the devil. 
Study Humility – (( change boiler)) It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed. 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to the wisdom needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that His ways are not our ways.  Be sensitive to leading of The Holy Spirit because Interpretation of Tongues must be done properly and in order. 
Conclusion
The purpose of this study is to inform you of the special nature of this gift. This is the only gift that depends on the deliverance of a message by another Spiritual Gift.  The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues depends on the gift of Speaking in Tongues, and it is imperative that a person with this gift operates in (or is lead by)  the Holy Spirit because incorrect or deceptive interpretation can lead to division in the Body of Christ.

Category:  Motivational – Support/Team Gifts
Through the Motivational Gifts, God makes believers aware of needs that He wants to meet through them, for His glory. Then, believers can minister to others in ways beyond mere human capability and ingenuity, with maximum effectiveness and minimum weariness. Motivational Gifts produce change.
*Instruction	Completely study each section of the 5 Spiritual Gifts in this category. You should make notes on the following:
What you understand
What needs clarification
Action 	Determine whether you see yourself in each or any of the 5 gifts.
Desired Outcome	 Confirm in your spirit that this is your Spiritual Gift or that it isn’t by checking off each characteristic and signs in areas of interest and area of personal sudy that resonate in your spirit.
If your outcome is more positive thant negative than you should explore this 
Recognize that this gift is operating in your life and may be active already.
If your outcome is more negative this gift is porbably not for you. However, at this point in your life you may not be able to make that determination at this time.  That is why you should not allow another person to tell you who you are or what your gifts are, because if you trust them you will believe them and the gift may not be for you. You must let the Holy Spirit guide you.
For example:

((I have always wanted to challenge the status quo and make changes. I find innovative new ways to use resources))  add more of this example
versus I could care less about starting a new church or changing the one I am in.


In each gift you will study the following parts:

Spiritual Gift Name – 
Gift Blends
Spiritual Confirmation
Description
Scriptural Example
Characteristics
Signs
Area of Ministry
Area of Study and Personal Growth
Prayer
Purpose



Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Administration
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Wisdom, Discernment, Teaching, Leadership
Scriptural Confirmation:  1 Corinthians 12:28-30
Description:
The Gift of Administration is the God-given ability to give direction and make decisions on behalf of others that result in efficient operation and accomplishment of goals. Administration includes the ability to organize people, things, information, finances, etc. When operating in the Spirit, an Administrator has the ability to accomplish things in an orderly and effective manner.  It is the ability to steer a Church or Christian organization toward the fulfillment of its goals by managing its affairs and implementing necessary plans. The Gift of Administration can help leadership accomplish great things, and good administration assures that the Church uses resources wisely. 
Scriptural Examples: ((lead-in were srcipture is used for example))
Jesus organized His Ministry by appointing  the twelve Mark 3:13-14, and sending out the seventy two by two Luke 10:1. We see the use of resources and preparation in the following scripture: Matthew 21:1-7. Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem was preceded by planning, use of staff, and gathering of resources. 
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Administration: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Administration is to lead others to get a project done. They are able to solve problems and accomplish tasks through analysis and delegation. The organizer leads others to complete projects. In order to organize a project, an Administrator needs the ability to discern the strengths, weaknesses, and talents of others. They are masterful at making long-range goals, because they always see the big picture. They can look past today’s circumstances and see where the group needs to be tomorrow next week or next year. They are goal-oriented and willing to take whatever time it takes to do the job well. A strong sense of duty compels them to evaluate the needs, and then design systems or give responsibilities to those who can get the job done. 
Leader Administration versus Manager Administration

Content Administrator
Content Administrators are excellent detail people who prefer to focus on the business of the church or Ministry project. They will naturally see all the details that must be addressed. This strength can be a wonderful asset to a Ministry’s stability and health when properly balanced so that the Content Administrator does not impede further Ministry development because of “all the details”. Content administrators may 
Human Resource Administrators
Human Resource Administrators excel at people dynamics. They naturally think of both individual needs and also how the individual can add value to an overall team dynamic. While Human Resource Administrators value organizational structures and objectives, they also value people. People tend to trust and rely upon the Human Resource Administrator to seek their welfare as well as the welfare of the organization.
have difficulty delegating details to others out of a concern that “balls will be dropped” or from an inner belief that “no one can do the job as well as they can”…and often their experience has proved to them that these perspectives are correct.




 

Organizational Administrator
Organizational Administrators excel at organizational systems and structures. They will approach a complex project or organization and immediately begin to systemize it in an attempt to maximize efficiency and Ministry impact. Organizational Administrators will devise master strategic plans that make logical sense. However, in the implementation of the strategic plan it is important that the Administrator not make the people impacted feel like pawns of the process. Organizational Administrators tend to delegate effectively the many details of the complex strategic plan. 
Strengths of those with the Gift of Administration:

· When leadership sets direction, this person can help accomplish the job efficiently by evaluating the situation and securing needed resources. 
· They do not focus on how to accomplish the job, but rather on who is the best candidate to get the job done, and they delegate in order to achieve maximum efficiency.
· They are able to picture the completed task, what it will take to accomplish it, and have the ability to take seemingly impossible tasks and break them down into achievable goals.
· They are decisive, efficient, and intuitively know what others might consider insignificant factors, and they are alert to details. 
· They have the ability to evaluate quickly requests and situations and to make firm decisions. 
· Once an Administrator becomes committed to a task, they are thorough, and work efficiently toward completing the goal. 
· Because of his God-given ability to discern true character, an Administrator can quickly recognize when a worker is not operating in his or her Gifts, and offers counsel to move them to their area of giftedness. The goal for an Administrator for workers is to provide an arena of fulfillment and success as they move toward their God given task.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Administration: ((Change structure to match strengths))
It is easy for Administrators to be so involved in a project that they become insensitive to the needs of others; and they can earn the reputation of being cold-hearted or unconcerned, because they are preoccupied with tasks, not with feelings. 
A person with Administration gifts will often be tempted to take on too much work and personal responsibilities. 
An Administrator not operating in the Spirit can use their position to “bully” people or exhibit a “my way or the highway” attitude, and they can be so overly dependent on their gift that God is organized right out of the project. 
Although Administrators are leaders, they do not always have the personality of an obvious leader, and can easily go unnoticed when the need for a leader arises, so the job frequently goes to an aggressive Prophet or Server.
An Administrator not operating in the Spirit can tend to take an interest in others in order to find out the best way to use them rather than the best way to serve them, leaving people to feel used and discarded when their usefulness is over.
An immature Administrator will delegate blame if something goes wrong, and if they are not in charge, they can cause disharmony by openly expressing frustration. 
An Administrator will tend to make suggestions and then react or become discouraged when these steps are not implemented.
An Administrator’s main joy is seeing an assignment to completion and hearing a well done my good and faithful servant. They will sometimes sacrifice people for that agenda.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Administration:
· 
Provide start-up and organization of new ministries.
Implement, organize, and administer events. 
Assist with finances and office administration. 
Organize and provide supervision for Sunday School and Christian Education


Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
When things are poorly organized, do you get frustrated and want to help fix things?
Can you bring order out of chaos?
Do you naturally organize your life, schedule, finances, priorities, etc.?
Do you become energized working on tasks and projects?
Do things like efficiency and promptness matter more to you than most people?
Do you recognize any of these positive characteristics or their misapplication as ones that you have demonstrated? 
Do the motivations of an Administrator guide your decisions and actions? 
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character
The Gift of Administration plays a strategic and vital role in the building of the Church of Christ according to God’s design. It is extremely important for a person with the Gift of Administration to understand their personality characteristics. Understanding who you are and how you relate to others will give you the power to operate in the gift as led by the Holy Spirit. Are you self-motivated? Do you like to uncover the problems and provide the strategy that provides the solution? Are you a disciplined listener who can listen for the underlying problems? Are you self-centered and do you have to be right. Can you accept criticism and the ideas of others? Are people just a means to an end, or are they your Ministry in any given situation? Can you discern the gifts of others, and place them in a job that uses their gifts and brings them joy?
Study Your Gifts  - Discernment, Leadership, Teaching and Wisdom are the gifts blend that support the Gift of Administration. Discernment for a person with the Gift of Administration centers on being able to assess the motive behind ideas and processes. Sometime a suggested course of action may not be to the benefit of the Body of the Church, and an Administration needs to be able to discern the spirit and consequences of an action. Leadership for an Administrator takes on different roles in different circumstances. An Administrator may take the lead in: organizing a group of Pastors for a conference, or a group of teachers for a retreat because the skills of an Administrator will set things in order for a success. Administrators are always in the teaching/mentoring mode. Most times in order to a put a process or new idea in place an Administrator presents the information to others. Following the process or idea to completion requires teaching and mentoring through different stages. Finally, Wisdom is the foundation for the Gift of Administration, without wisdom a person in this gift will fail. Learn that Wisdom comes from the dedicated study of God’s Word. Every Word in the Scriptures is for our edification and teaching. Be led by the Holy Spirit to the Wisdom that will give you the knowledge needed for each situation.
Study Administration:
Look in the Scriptures for examples like Nehemiah who is the a model of Administration. Nehemiah was not a priest like Ezra or a prophet like Malachi. He worked in a high-level position, but he understood his calling was to God and to the nation of Israel. Nehemiah led by example, by giving up a respected position in a palace for hard labor. Nehemiah served in secular offices, using his position to bring back to the Jews order, stability, and proper focus on God. Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the Jews withstood opposition and came together to accomplish their goal to re-establish the political and spiritual foundations of the people. Nehemiah’s humility before God (see his moving intercessory prayers in chapters 1 and 9) provided an example for the people. He did not claim glory for himself but always gave God the credit for his successes. Nehemiah recorded the reconstruction of the wall of Jerusalem, Judah’s capital city. Together, he and Ezra, who led the spiritual revival of the people, directed the political and religious restoration of the Jews in their homeland after the Babylonian captivity. 
Nehemiah’s life provides a fine study on leadership. He overcame opposition from outsiders as well as internal turmoil. He exercised his administrative skills in his strategy to use half the people for building while the other half kept watch for the Samaritans who, under Sanballat, threatened attack (Nehemiah 4–7). As governor, Nehemiah negotiated peace among the Jews who were unhappy with Persian taxes. He exhibited a steadfast determination to complete his goals. Accomplishing those goals resulted in a people encouraged, renewed, and excited about their future.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness: Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline 
Prayer is the lifeline that will keep a person with the Gift of Administration in balance. Pray with the guidance of the Holy Spirit in times of crisis, praise God in prayer, to set priorities in your daily life and in the task before you, pray for protection and provisions so the enemy cannot distract you, finally praise the Lord in prayer.
Conclusion
The purpose of this exercise is to solidify, and give you confidence in what you already know in your heart. By now, your gifting is showing in your life, and you have all the knowledge you need to study and grow in your Gift of Administration. Your task is to use this gift for the glory of God, and all will be well with you.


Spiritual Gift Name:       Exhortation/Encouraging   
Spiritual Gift Blend:        Discernment, Wisdom, Service
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:8
The Gift of Exhortation/Encouraging is the ability to motivate others to respond to the truth by providing timely words of counsel, encouragement, and consolation. This gift challenges the believer to stimulate their faith by putting God's truth to the test in their lives. The Gift of Encouragement (also called the Gift of Exhortation) involves motivating, encouraging, and consoling others so they mature in their walk with Jesus. Christians with the Gift of Encouraging find themselves exhorting others. They are compelled to give advice, and as counselors, they have steps of action. While Prophets declare truth and Teachers clarify truth, Encouragers / Exhorters like to tell you what to do with truth. Christians with this gift have an unusual sensitivity for, and are attracted to, those who are discouraged or struggling. As a result, people tend to pursue them for healing words, gracious truth, and compassionate counsel. These people also tend to have a high degree of patience and optimism. They have a knack for one-on-one relationships and prefer working with an individual or small group. Description:
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus exhorted people to: "leave your life of sin." John 8:11 Barnabas, whose name means "Son of Encouragement" Acts 4:36, encouraged Paul Acts 9:27. Judas and Silas encouraged and strengthen the Gentiles in Antioch.  Acts 15:31-32.
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Exhorting/Exhortation/Encouraging: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Exhortation is to encourage believers to mature in Christ and to grow spiritually. An exhorter responds to problems by prescribing specific steps of action. The goal is to make the plan so easy to comprehend that people will understand it, see its potential, embrace it, and grow by carrying it out. An exhorter regards God’s sovereignty as his “favorite” characteristic of God. An Exhorter uses Scripture to validate experience. Exhorters regard trials as opportunities for growth. Since God is in control, they recognize that whatever happens has the potential to glorify God and to bring believers into the image of Jesus Christ. The Exhorter sympathizes with the suffering Christian, but he sees the pain through the lens of God’s sovereignty rather than through the lens of suffering. A person with the Motivational Gift of mercy, on the other hand, would see the pain through the lens of suffering. Exhorters express love through availability. Given a choice of helping someone “spiritually” or helping with a physical need, the Exhorter prefers to offer spiritual help. An Encourager/Exhorter gives wise counsel by skillfully identifying precepts and principles in God’s Word. 
Strengths of those with the Gift of /Exhortation/Encouraging:
· ((make the same in all Exhorter/Encourage))
· An Exhorter/Encourager’s job is to give hope by sharing a Biblical perspective of a situation.
· Exhorters are willing and eager to come alongside a brother or sister in Christ during difficult circumstances.
· People find Encouragers friendly, understanding and practical.
· They enjoy using their communication skills to share specific insights
· Memorization of, and meditation on, Scripture are usually very important to the exhorter, because they want to be able to draw wisdom stored in their spirits.
· An Exhorter sees every little detail, including the timing of every event, as part of God’s good and loving plan.
· Because an exhorter sees trials in a positive light, they constantly remind people of God’s sovereignty and love.
· Exhorters focus on balance; they avoid extremes, especially in doctrine.
· An exhorter seems to be able to give thanks in all seasons and circumstances.
· Exhorters understand that time spent reading and studying the Word of God brings more than information, and that the Word brings transformation.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Exhorting/Exhortation/Encouraging:
Exhorters tend to need visible evidences of acceptance and affirmation.
They can easily oversimplify solutions, which ultimately results in discouragement rather than encouragement.
Surprisingly, Exhorters can be poor listeners, even though they make excellent counselors. Sometimes they are so intent on telling you how to view your situation from God’s perspective, they fail to listen to your perspective.
Mature Exhorters give wise counsel from the Word of God. Therefore, their counsel usually proves to be effective. Unfortunately, their success often tempts exhorters to promote principles as formulas, and the formulas as cure-alls.
Exhorters are often naïve and easily manipulated.
They may quote Scripture out of context or imply that it says something that it actually does not say.  They rationalize that the end justifies the means, because they want so badly for Scripture to eliminate a problem. This is a devastating trap for the Exhorter. 
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Exhortation/Encouraging:

Counseling and Crisis Intervention
Staff-Support
Support Groups 
Speaking


Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Are you sensitive to suffering, troubled and discouraged people and desire to help them?
Do people seek you out for advice and encouragement?
Do you enjoy walking with someone through difficulties?
Are you attracted to those who are hurting and needy?
Are you patient with people?
Would you rather speak personally with someone about his or her problems rather than send them to someone else for help?
Do you find it easy to express joy in the presence of those who are suffering? 
Are you accepting of people deeply troubled or in crisis?
Have you been (or do you think you could be) used to encourage people to live more Christian lives?
Have you urged others to seek a biblical solution to their problems or afflictions?
Can you see yourself in counseling or mentoring Ministry?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character
Is complete surrender and preparation your goal, and you ready for training and submitting to authority? What kind of entitlement issues might you be holding onto that prevent you from truly serving others? How much of your self-esteem is wrapped up in your success? Are you easily influenced or manipulated because success is your goal? In your study process, do you tend to make assumptions to fit the situation as opposed to finding specific insight? How far are you willing to go in serving the people in and outside of your sphere of influence? 
Be Confident  in these areas of your life and then you can encourage others.
Your Hope – We have confirmation in our destiny with God, however, difficult test and trying times come to all of us; but God promised that He will not allow any issue in your life that is beyond your strength. He promised to provide a way of escape so that you may be able to undergo problems without sinning. As He processes your gift, to help you to grow, He will use trials for your benefit. You learn to respond in hope by seeking the Word of God.  Romans 8:28-29; I Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 4:14-16; James 1:2-4 ((lead to scriptures used for examples))
Your Change – Our goal is to bear fruit in the work given us by increasing our relationship and knowledge of God and His Word.                                                           Romans 6:11-13; Colossians 1:9-12; Ephesians 4:20-24 We change when we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior. We lay aside the old and put on the new, and when we understand our change, we seek to please the Lord in all respects of our lives. 
Your Practice – When we change, we take on the responsibility to follow the practices of Jesus Christ. He was a doer and a gatherer of men. He left us the Word of God and examples to follow. He even partitioned God for us: “That we may do what He did, and greater.”  John 14:12-14; Hebrews 13:20-22; James 1:22-25; I John 3:18-22). Decide in your spirit your practice and seek the Holy Spirit to direct you
Study Humility 
It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness
Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek yielded, teachable, responsive first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish in our relationships with the Body.  Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek Meekness, we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on Meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why Meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings. 
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Be led by the Spirit to the process needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. Understand that the purpose of this gift is encouragement and an individual testimony is a strong encouragement to many people. Be ready to give your testimony of the goodness of God in your life.
Conclusion
This purpose of this exercise is to strengthen the Gift of Exhortation/Encouragement in you. Many times people cannot accept encouragement and see people with the Gift of Exhortation/Encouragement as false. People who have this gift condition themselves against sharing their gift with others because of such reactions. Only through the leading of the Holy Spirit and the diligent desire to grow and learn in this gift will you be able to use this gift for the Glory of God.


Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Evangelism  
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Encouragement, Service
Scriptural Confirmation:  Ephesians 4:12
Description:
The Gift of Evangelism is the ability to be an unusually effective instrument in leading unbelievers to a saving knowledge of Christ. People with the Gift of Evangelism feel compelled to win souls. They seem to have the ability to communicate the gospel very effectively. They desire to be involved in ministries to reach people for Christ. The Gift of Evangelism motivates them to want nearly every message they hear to include the gospel and an invitation to trust Christ. The Gift of Evangelism is the ability and desire to boldly and clearly communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ so that non-believers can come to salvation through Jesus Christ. They have absolute faith in the message of the Cross, and they see the lost even beyond what others might see. 
Scriptural Examples: ((lead in for scriptures used as examples))
Scripture: “ All the people saw this and began to mutter: "He has gone to be the guest of a sinner. But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to him: ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." Luke 19:1-10   Paul was the Evangelist called by the Lord and he taught others. Acts 9:15:31  Philip and Timothy  are also examples of evangelists. Acts 8:26-40; 2 Timothy 4:5
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Evangelism: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Evangelism is to win people to the message of Christ. The worth and value of souls is most important to them. Evangelists often care passionately about lost people, and have a strong desire to see accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. They feel compassion for the lost, and earnestly understand their questions and doubts. They can provide compelling answers that make people comfortable. 
Strengths of those with the Gift of Evangelism:
· 
· A person with the Gift of Evangelism is a light, because they bring a different perspective into the lives of lost people.
· They have the ability to come alongside a person so they can better understand their needs. 
· They see the purpose of their gift is to bring hope and encouragement.
· When working in the Spirit those, with the Gift of Evangelism open the door for people to have a relationship with God so they can become what God wants them to be.
· They have a strong sense of caring and concern.
· They have a strong conviction to bring others to the message of Christ instead of condemnation.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Evangelism: ((change format))
A person with the Gift of Evangelism must be careful not to criticize, because criticism tears down and leads to despair and discouragement
They have to learn to accept people where they are.
They can have an aloof and superior attitude, and can point the spotlight on their gift instead of the work of the gift.
They must be careful to make sure they are open, in the Spirit, to come along side an unbeliever.
The despair they see can cause them to lose hope. They must stay prayerful, and  understand they are a vehicle God’s work.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Evangelism:

Personal evangelism
Group evangelism 
Cross-cultural Outreach 

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift
Do you enjoy being with non-believers and sharing the gospel?
Do you effectively communicate to non-believers in a language they can understand?
Does a person's conversion bring you profound joy?
Do you enjoy teaching others how to share their faith?
Do you find it easy to direct a conversation toward the topic of Jesus Christ? 
Do you like to talk about Jesus?
Do you are able to share the Gospel in a way that makes it clear and meaningful?
Are you are at ease in sharing how Christ has changed your life? 
Have you been instrumental in leading others to believe in Christ as their Savior or in helping believers find their Ministry?
Area for Study and Personal Growth
Assess Your Character 
Where is your focus? Is it on yourself or on others first? How big is your ego when it comes to showing people what you know? Do you have to be understood and to get your point across, or do you seek to understand first? Can you listen and communicate back the need? Are you willing to go outside of your comfort zone? Are you submitted and under authority? Can you walk away and let God? Do you have the discipline to study? Do you have an open mine to new ideas? Do you search for truth, or just what makes you feel good? Can you learn from others, and from pass experiences and mistakes?  
Study Your Gift : Faith Dsicernment, Encouragement and Service ((expand to match others))
Study Surrender ((lead in for scriptures used as examples))
Once you fully surrender every aspect of your being and life over to God then the next thing God will do is to let you know exactly what it is He wants you to do for Him in this life. Your job now, after entering into full surrender is to seek to do His specific will for your life; and in that path will be your call, your purpose, your duties, and the tasks that you will accomplish for Him. God has a set plan and a set future for your life. It all depends on your choice to surrender your life to God’s control.   “…your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:16   “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” Proverbs 3:5   “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness - Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings 
Develop a Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to understand what the need is for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. Understand that most people, especially the lost, want concrete and testable information. Be ready to give your testimony of the goodness of God in your life, because an individual testimony is a strong encouragement to many people. They can see and touch the goodness of God by seeing and touching an example on their level.
Conclusion
The purpose of this exercise is to point out the need for complete faith and to yield to the Holy Spirit in operating in this Gift of Evangelism. Evangelist are always under attack because the plan of the enemy is to keep un-believers from the truth. Pray unceasingly for protection, provisions, direction, balance and discernment. Praying will nourish you make you ready to be of service to all the people you meet, because you never know when your demonstration will touch someone.

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Giving
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Knowledge, Discernment, Helps, Service
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:8 
Description:
The Gift of Giving is the ability to contribute material resources with generosity and cheerfulness for the benefit of others and the glory of God. Christians with this Spiritual Gift need not be wealthy. Givers tend to be seriously concerned about financial matters. The Gift of Giving also involves the “gift of getting.” Givers are sensitive to how money is spent, and saved. Givers have unique financial insights. The believer is able to recognize God’s blessings and generously and even sacrificially respond.  The Holy Spirit directs the giver to exercise the gift for the common good, and the giver obeys this message in the heart in such a manner as to draw no personal attention. They earnestly pray for needs to be met. 
Scriptural Examples: ((check for lead-in for examples)
Stewardship in the Church: “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  With great power, the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time, those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.” Acts 4:34-37 1 
“And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And, they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.” 2 Corinthians 8:1-5
Examples of giving all and giving out of struggle: Mark 12:42-43; 2 Corinthians 8:1-2; Luke 21: 1-4 
God’s grace for giving: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Posture for Giving: Matthew 6:2-4; 1 Corinthians 13:3; 2 Corinthians 9:7
Characteristics of Those with the Gift of Giving: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Giving is to conserve and share resources in order to meet needs. Givers take special delight in discovering needs that others overlook and then meeting those needs. They serve especially well on boards responsible for maintaining budgets. They tend to be conscientious and conservative. The Gift of Giving may not be always evident, but a genuine interest in wise stewardship will be. Regardless of the amount, people with this gift genuinely view their treasures, talents, and time as on loan from God. They move to meet the physical needs of others. They enjoy giving of themselves. What is involved is simply unconditional giving. Givers particularly enjoy preventing waste by exercising wisdom and accountability. Their families often think givers are very stingy, and much too concerned about counting pennies, but the people they give to think they are extremely generous. Givers evaluate spirituality in terms of resources, accountability, and dependability. 
Strengths of Those with the Gift of Giving:
· 
· Givers like to stay out of the limelight, often giving anonymously in order to avoid recognition for their giving. 
· They believe God will provide their every need and do not stress over finances, but they are frugal. They find less costly ways to do things, save money by making wise purchases, and avoid impulsive spending.
· It is important to a giver to use God’s resources wisely.
· Givers tend to have an excellent understanding of authority and accountability, and diligently hold others accountable.
· They usually are hard workers and have conservative values.
· Givers often like to become personally involved in the lives of the people.
· Givers love to motivate others to save and to give generously.
· Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Giving:
· Sometimes their efforts to conserve resources can turn into being “plain cheap.”
· Givers can react negatively to pressure to give, assuming that others can and should meet a need.
· If a giver is offended or loses confidence in a person or a Ministry, they may allow feelings to interfere with God-given opportunities to give.
· A giver can easily be tempted to judge a person or Ministry based on a single incident that appears to reflect poor stewardship or lack of accountability.
· A giver can become focused on issues, and make them priorities. 
· They can place too much attention on getting the best deal rather than the final goal, causing their perspective to become “tunnel vision” instead of wise understanding. 

Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Giving:

Finance Board
Benevolence
Fund Raising

Charity

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Are the needs of others important to you, and do you see the need when others might not?
Is giving a joy to you?
Do you see giving to a worthwhile project as an exciting honor and privilege?
Do you give to the Church regularly, cheerfully, and sacrificially?
Do you often hear people commenting that you are a generous person?
Do you find yourself looking for opportunities to give?
Does the Spirit lead you to give to the financial needs in God’s kingdom?
Are you willing to have a lower standard of living in order to benefit God’s work with your finances?
Do you have a conviction that all you have belongs to God and you want to be a good steward for the sake of his kingdom?
Do you freely and joyfully give of your resources because you love God?
Area for Study and personal growth:
Assess Your Character
Do you want the spotlight on your giving, or do you give in secret? Do you suffer when you give or do you give joyfully knowing God will provide your needs. Do you see another person’s need as an opportunity to serve God? Do you look down on them, because they are in need? Do you exalt God because He alone provides the resources that allow you to give? Do you understand the scripture: “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:10:13  Two things show in this scripture: first sometimes people in need will not express their needs, and you have to seek the Holy Spirit to find out where there is need; second, when you are content in every situation, giving will not be a problem because “you can do all through Him who gives you strength.”

Study Your Gifts 
Discernment, Wisdom, Helps, and Service comprise the gift blend that supports the Gift of Giving. A giver has to display wisdom in giving, and you must develop a strong sense of discernment when dealing with people in need. The gifts of Helps and Service support your need to give with practical action, because giving does not always mean giving money. Our example is always Christ and His greatest gift was Himself.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Seek Financial Wisdom 
The world takes credit for all of the financial expertise developed in our economic culture, but the viewpoints can all be traced back to biblical principles, and we must understand the source. Study scriptures: Genesis1:1; Haggai 2:8; Psalm 50:10; Psalm 37:21
The fact that God created and owns everything helps us understand what we possess is not really ours, it all belongs to God. A favorite saying in the world is: “you can’t take it with you.” Because it all belongs to God. All of these worldly viewpoints are traceable to biblical perspectives:
More of these worldly viewpoints are traceable to biblical perspectives.
Study the view point and scriptures.
Use Resources wisely: Matthew 25:21–28
Seek knowledge: Proverbs 23:23; Proverbs 15:22
Set measurable goals and realistic plans: Proverbs 16:3
Be Trustworthy: Luke 16:10–12
Be Diligent in Your Work: Colossians 3:23
Be grateful enjoy your work; be content in it: Deuteronomy 8:18
It is wise to save: Proverbs 21:20; Proverbs 6:8
Calculate cost; prioritize: Luke 14:28-30 
Avoid get-rich-quick schemes: Proverbs 28:20 
Seek wise counselors: Proverbs 1:5
Establish a job before buying home: Proverbs 24:27
Diversify your holdings: Ecclesiastes 11:2
Repay debt and do so promptly: Psalm 37:21; Proverbs 3:28
Watch your finances – Learn to Budget: Proverbs 27:23–24
Develop a Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to understand what the need is for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. Understand that most people, especially those in need do not feel good about themselves. Be ready to give your testimony of the goodness of God in your life, because an individual testimony is a strong encouragement to many people. They can see and touch the goodness of God eby seeing and touching an example on their level.
Conclusion
The purpose of this exercise is to point out that your Gift of Giving is in the character of a most loving God.You should not suffer, any want or need, because of your giving. Your task is to understand all areas of giving because giving does not always involve giving money. People need the freedom from debt, and other forms of “lack”; and your gift can bring freedom to the Body of Church.


Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Hospitality
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Giving, Discernment, Encouragement
Scriptural Confirmation:  John 14:2 
Description:
The Gift of Hospitality is the ability to open one’s private space to make people feel welcome and comfortable. People with this gift serve guests and strangers graciously with lodging, food, and fellowship. The Greek word for “hospitality” is philoxenia, meaning, “love of strangers”. There is no mention of Hospitality specifically as a gift in scripture, but there are many examples of this gift because it effectively builds up the Body. People drawn to reach out to strangers and to invite them into their home is evidence of a supernatural desire to do God’s work. 
Scriptural Examples: 
Jesus assures us of His hospitality: “In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.” John 14:2  In the scripture you see believers understanding the importance of hospitality: Acts 16:15; Galatians 6:10
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Hospitality: 
The basic motivational drive of the person with the Gift of Hospitality is to make others feel loved as God loves. People with this gift have a special sensitivity to others.  They know how to make people feel at ease.  Making strangers feel comfortable and at home is a Ministry that helps dispel loneliness and builds a sense of community. The hospitable person is comfortable entertaining others - family, relatives, and friends to be sure, but most especially strangers.  
Strengths of those with the Gift of Hospitality:
· 
· Those with the Gift of Hospitality are always ready and willing to invite guests. 
· They love to provide refreshments or prepare meals for individuals or groups.
· They seldom show irritation over last - minute requests. 
· They serve tirelessly to encourage, and to make people comfortable.
· People with this Gift show natural talents in interior design, cooking, and event planning.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Hospitality: ((change structure to match strengths))
They have to understand the importance of when to extend Hospitality, and not become an enabler.
They can easily be taken advantage of, and focus on the gift and not the work of the gift. 
They can take the gift as a personal triumph, and be hurt when others do not respond.
They must operate in the Spirit to make this gift glorify God.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Hospitality:

Evangelism
Ushers, Deacons
Serving people less fortunate
Home missions


Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you enjoy having people in your home or inviting people into the Church?
Do you enjoy watching people meet and have fun at parties and events you helped to plan and host?
Is your home the kind that most people feel comfortable in and drop by to visit unannounced?
Do you feel that something is really missing in your life when you cannot have guests into your home?
When you think of your home, do you view it from the perspective of guests who will visit?
Do you consider your home as a place of Ministry?
Do you enjoy providing a haven for guests and not feel imposed upon by unexpected visitors?
Do you have a knack for making strangers feel at ease in your home and at Church?
Are you sensitive to acts of kindness that make people comfortable?
Is your home usually open to people passing through who need a place to stay?
Do you enjoy participating in Church suppers or other events that welcome people to the Church?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character
Do you see another person’s need as an opportunity to serve God? Are you open-minded and ready to accept new life styles and beliefs? Being open-minded is important because we never know who God will send our way. Do you take pride in showing the uniqueness of the message of the Kingdom in your service? Are you a joyful person? Are you humble? Is it easy for you to place every situation in God’s hands?
Study Your Gifts 
Discernment, Giving, and Encouragement comprise the gift blend that supports the Gift of Hospitality. Hospitality is a forefront gift of the Church. It takes keen discernment to know when to extend hospitality. When you open your home, you have a unique opportunity to encourage people with your spirit of Giving.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed. 
Study Meekness – ((boiler))Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive) in our relationship with God, and also to be meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. Remember "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" from 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings. Meekness produces gentleness. ((find other pearls and put them at the end of section))
Develop a Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to understand what the need is for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. Understand that hospitality reflects the heart of God. He constantly invites us into His presence through Jesus Christ. Pray unceasing for the Fruits of the Spirit in your life. Demonstrating the Fruits of the Spirit is the example in our lives of God’s love on the earth. Galatians 5:19-25
Conclusion
The purpose of this exercise  is to point an amazing characteristic of God in you. God accepts all people to Him and makes them feel safe, loved, and cared for. What a wonderful spirit to have. You must protect that spirit in you by constantly seeking the Holy Spirit for direction in the use of this gift.

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Leadership
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Wisdom, Knowledge, Discernment
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:8 
Description:
The Gift of Leadership is the special ability to discern God's purpose for a group, set and communicate appropriate goals, and motivate others to work together to fulfill them in the service of God. Through this gift the Spirit enables the believer to motivate, direct and inspire God’s people in such a way that they desire to work together to do the Church’s work effectively. The Gift of Leadership gives the believer the confidence to step forward, give direction and provide incentive to get a task completed or a dream fulfilled. They lead groups with caring concern and foresight. Those with the Gift of Leadership are multi-talented excelling with their people and tasks – oriented skills. 
Scriptural Examples: ((review for lead-ins when using scriputre for examples))
Jesus was the Master Leader and He led by example: "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” John 13:13-17
The bible tells us to obey our leaders and our leaders are the ones who will give account, and they must lead with diligence. Hebrews 13:17; Romans 12:8 
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Leadership: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Leadership is to serve with vision, inspiration, and motivation toward a common goal. These people gravitate toward the "point position" in a Ministry. Others have trust and confidence in their abilities, and they best serve others by leading them. They operate with a strong sense of destiny. Leadership has to do with a changing society. They understand that change is required for the growth of the Church. As a result, they constantly search for opportunities to make relevant improvements, and they use their unusual ability to influence others for change.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Leadership:
· 
· A person with the Gift of Leadership approaches needs with deep conviction can see the solutions. 
· They are able to communicate to the larger group the reason for accomplishing tasks, and set timetables for each task.
· A person with the Gift of Leadership has a deep passion to help people reach their goals. 
· They are willing to take risks and understand the dynamics of change 
· Leaders have a knack for finding the right metaphor for expressing the visions of Ministry.
· Leaders spend time dreaming and envisioning the future. 
· Leaders also enlist others to fulfill the dream. 
· Leaders understand that they achieve success by delegating tasks to co-workers in the vision or dream without manipulation or coercion. 
· They are great motivators, and they strengthen others to be more effective, capable and useful.
· Effective leaders believe in the potential, motives, and skills of others.
· Leaders must be consistent in their words and deeds, because they model the way. 
· They have a personal commitment to be an encourager and they encourage the heart.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Leadership:
A leader can be overcome with pride and exaggerate their own importance.
They are often in a place of rivalry and jealousy. 
A leader can be so goal and vision oriented that they run over people that get in the way or do not have the passion they may have. 
They can find it easy to dismiss or worse, ridicule someone who disagrees with their point of view.
It is often easy for a leader to become so over-involved in urgent matters that the real important issues like family, personal time and devotion to God suffer. 
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Leadership:
God uses certain types of leaders to prepare us for those good works and others to coordinate those good works, and still others to show us what those good works are. Ephesians 4:11-12
There are three types of leadership that are essential to the Church for God’s work to be accomplished effectively:

Visionary leaders
They help us see what those good works may be that God "prepared in advance for us to do."
They help us see the potential God has for the Church and us individually.
They help us press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold, and not be stuck . Philippians 3:12 Visionary leaders tend to be more goal-oriented.
Administrative leaders
They help us implement the tasks effectively and with excellence remembering that we are created in Christ Jesus to do GOOD works.
They help us do it all for the glory of God.
They help us by designing procedures and coordinating programs that enable us to demonstrate the Kingdom of God.
Shepherding leaders
They help us be prepared spiritually to work because we are the workers and each of us is assigned a task.
They help us by feeding us, protecting us, comforting us, encouraging us, warning us, and guiding us



.
We need all three kinds of leaders because:

People matter - Shepherding leaders tend to be more people-oriented.
Task matters - Administrative leaders tend to be more task oriented 
Goals matter - Shepherding leaders tend to look toward the goal God has in our lives. Ephesians 2:10

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do others have confidence in your ability to lead?
Do you enjoy being the "final voice" or the one with the overall responsibility for the direction and success of a group or organization?
When a difficult situation arises, do others look to you for input and leadership?
Do you usually take leadership in a group where none exists?
Do you find leadership enjoyable rather than frustrating and difficult?
Do you enjoy inspiring and leading others for the sake of Christ’s work?
Are you usually quick to sense when a group you are in is getting nowhere, and you want to do something about it?
When you join a group, do others often expect you to take leadership?
Have you accepted leadership responsibilities and succeeded in helping a group work toward a goal?
Do you find it easy to motivate others to follow through on a Ministry project?
Do you tend to think futuristically about ministries within the Church and community?
Area for Study and personal growth:
Assess Your Character
Do you want the spotlight on your leadership, or do place the spotlight on the works of the gift. Do you labor to set a course for a task, or do you see the big picture and are able to set the task for each step to accomplish the goal.  Do you see a dream or a vision as an opportunity to serve God?  Do you exalt God because He alone provides the dreams you dream and the visions that allow you to use your gift. Have you studied to show yourself approved in the gift God gave you? Are you a confident, disciplined, caring, insightful person?
Study Your Gifts 
Wisdom, Knowledge and Discernment, comprise the gift blend that supports the Gift of Leadership. The wisdom that comes from studying the Word of God supplies the broad range of understanding that covers many aspects in the operation of the Church and our individual lives. Knowledge, however, is the application of facts to a situation. A leader operating in the Spirit learns to use discernment to apply the correct knowledge in a situation. The outcome of a task or a project and the impact it has on the Church and individuals will reflect a leader’s commitment to the leading of the Holy Spirit. “ He will teach you all things.”  
Study Humility 
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed. 
Seek Leadership Wisdom 
The world provides all type of leadership training, but the viewpoints come from biblical principles, and when we understand the source our path is straight.
Study scriptures: All of these worldly viewpoints that are traceable to biblical principles:
Believe in your mission: John 4:13-14; John 10:10; John 10:27
Know your product and your audience:  Hosea 4:1-6; Luke 19:10
Be goal specific and be passionate about reaching your goals: Luke 14:28; Colossians 3:23
Needs assessment and planning are the keys to success: John 21:5; Habakkuk 2:2; Proverbs 24:3-4; Luke 14:28-31
Timing is everything: John 2:5; Ecclesiastes 3:1,11
Be a problem solver and a proactive thinker: John 6:35; Isaiah 43:18
You are only as good as those who follow you:  Proverbs 9:9; Luke 16:1-15 is an example of Paul mentoring Timothy 
Delegate and hold yourself and your staff accountable: John 5:30: Mark 6:7; Luke 10:1; Luke 22:31-32
Stay in your expertise: 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
To succeed finish what you start: John 19:30; Ephesians 2:13-20
Develop a Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to understand the need is for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. The position of Leadership comes with a target for people to shot at. The buck stops with you. Whenever and whatever you study pray unceasingly that God will give you understanding so your gift operates for His Glory, the edification of the Church and the development of the believer’s relationship with God.  
The purpose of this exercise is to highlight the gifts in you that make you a servant of God that He can use to provide direction and confidence to others through Leadership. When you submit your gift to God, you will experience the joy that passes all understanding.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Mercy
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Discernment, Encouraging, Serving, Giving
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:8 
Description:
The Gift of Showing Mercy is the ability to feel exceptional empathy, compassion, and sympathy for those in difficult or crisis situations. You see an urgent need to provide them with the necessary help and support to see them through tough times. This extraordinary gift enables the believer to feel a deep compassion that transcends natural Christian caring and to minister to hurting people in a cheerful and sustained manner. The person with the Gift of Mercy exercises the gift among the needy, ill, mentally impaired, handicapped, shut-ins, imprisoned, bereaved, lonely, and others in troubled situations. They are able to serve in the presence of human misery. This ability to empathize with hurting people manifests itself into cheerful acts of service. The believer feels deeply for those with physical, spiritual or emotional needs and acts on their behalf.  A characteristic of this gift is the ability to suffer alongside the person in pain, in a sense to feel the pain with them and to want to help them bear it. Those with this gift manifest concern and kindness to neglected people, and their actions reflect Christ’s love. 
Scriptural Examples
Jesus taught on mercy, and He repeatedly described it as having compassion. He was so filled with mercy that He sometimes wept). Jesus' mercy included an attentiveness to and concern for children.  The good Samaritan is one of the most classic stories ever told on the subject of mercy.  Matt. 5:7; 9:13; 9:36; 15:32; 23:23; John 11:35; Luke 10:30-37; Luke 7:13
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Showing Mercy: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Mercy is to sense and respond to the emotional, physical, and spiritual needs of others. They demonstrate a genuine sensitivity to suffering, and work to help people reduce pain. They are concerned more with the person, than the reason for the suffering. Focusing on the feelings of those who hurt, showers of Mercy desire to minister by “being there” when people really need them. Sympathizing and/or empathizing are their specialties. While others may care more about why, what, when or how, those with the Gift of Mercy are interested in the person. They sense hurt and respond to it with love and understanding. They desire to make a difference in the lives of hurting people without being judgmental. When walking in the Spirit, this gift equips them to reach out to people who are suffering but who would likely be reluctant to tell others about their needs. They sense and reflect the spiritual and emotional atmosphere around them. Individuals who have the Gift of Mercy are more likely to sense how others are feeling.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Showing Mercy:
· 
· They love the unlovable, such as the handicapped, the elderly, the seriously ill, and the wounded in spirit. They embrace the outcast, and the rebellious.
· Because of their sensitivity, they do not take sin lightly their own or anyone else’s.
· They tend to embrace humility, because of their sensitive spirits and awareness of their own weaknesses and failures. They are kind and gentle.
· They bond with other sensitive people.
· Believers who have the Gift of Mercy feel they must pray. To them, prayer is an expression of their hearts to God, and nothing else they can do releases these emotions and captures God’s heart better than prayer.
· Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Showing Mercy:
· They can be indecisive and unsure in their emotions. 
· They can easily allow others to become dependent on them, when the individuals should be dependent on God. They often become rescuers of those who do not need rescuing.
· People can misunderstand their warmth as personal, intimate affection. They must learn to temper their affections and demonstrate Ministry.  If they fail to do this, both parties can fall into temptation.
· They are quick to take up others’ offenses, which can quickly lead to anger and bitterness.
· Because they try to avoid conflict of any kind, they often avoid confrontation. However, confrontation is sometimes necessary. Delaying the inevitable always leads to more trouble.
· When not operating in the Spirit, the Gift of Mercy can turn to harshness, impatience, and judgment. If a person is immature in this gift, they can often reflect their own self-condemnation and judge others weak and sinful.
· People with the gift tend to be introspective. 
· A person can become devastatingly sensitive to hurts he sees and experiences when operating in this gift. 
· They can develop a poor self-image, and become overly worried because they remain acutely aware of their own failures. 
· They may have a difficult time evaluating the intentions of others and at times appear to be naïve.

Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Showing Mercy

Home visits and providing care for 
people 
Homeless Ministry
Comforting people going through the grief process
Relief Assistance
Veterans Ministry
Senior Citizens Ministry 
Abused Children



Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you find yourself drawn to people who are needy, hurting, sick, disabled, or elderly?
Do you often think of ways to minister to those who are suffering?
Do you sense a great deal of compassion for people having personal and emotional problems?
Do you find that when you visit those who are suffering, it brings you joy rather than depressing you?
Do you find yourself responding to people more out of compassion than judgment?
Do you enjoy visiting hospitals and/or nursing homes and feel comfortable in these environments?
Are you able to turn compassion into cheerful deeds of kindness?
Would you enjoy spending time with a lonely, shut-in person or someone in prison?
Do you sense when people are hurting in some way, and feel moved to ease their pain somehow?
Is it fulfilling to you to work with people who suffer physical, mental, or emotional problems?
Does the sight of misery stir your heart to want to express God’s love to the hurting person?
Areas for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character
Can you listen and communicate back the need? Are you willing to go outside of your comfort zone? Do you believe, you have the ability to give hope in the lives of others? However, you will have to become skilled at “plugging in.”  Do you understand your tendency to be introspective, and how that affects your gift? Can you separate yourself from the misery, hurt, and suffering you will experience while ministering to others? Are you a joyful and confident person?
Study Humility and Grace
Grace
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17 
The word translated "grace" in the New Testament comes from the Greek word charis, which means “favor, blessing, or kindness.” but when the word grace is used in connection with God, it takes on a more powerful meaning. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us as our sin deserves. It is His benevolence to the undeserving. But He offers us forgiveness Hebrews 8:12; Ephesians 1:7 and salvation Ephesians 2:8 says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. " The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is by His grace toward us.
We extend grace to others by our actions. The apostle Paul began many of his letters with the phrase, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:3). God is the instigator of grace, and it is from Him that all other grace flows.  
As a person with the Gift of Helps you have the opportunity to extend the Grace of God in you to others that will give them life and hope.
Humility
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us; and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed.
Study Your Gifts
Discernment – Learn to trust your ability to see pass the obvious. It is only by assessing the true need, can the Gift of Mercy function properly. Open yourself up to those who are struggling with difficulties, or crisis. Many times we miss a person in need because they cannot or will not ask for help.  The Holy Spirit will lead you to people who need this gift in their lives. 
Intercession – Understand that the Holy Spirit will place in your spirit the need for prayer for a particular situation. Your job is to pray unceasingly for God’s solution and guidance for the situation.
Wisdom - Place your gift in God’s hands and ask for his guidance. Seek where to exercise your Gift of Mercy to make a difference, to build up the church, and to glorify God.  The Gift of Wisdom gained in studying God’s Word is the basis for determining the correct path when using this gift.
Develop a Prayer Discipline 
Be led by the Spirit to understand what the need is for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s knowledge; instead, trust him to give you knowledge through prayer. The Gift of Mercy is a strong gift in the Body of Christ, because Mercy was the cornerstone of the message of Jesus Christ.  God showed us Mercy by sending us His son to atone for our sins. We are designed to show Mercy because we are made in His image with His character. People see God’s character in us when we show Mercy. Your job is to pray unceasingly that God will give you understanding so your gift operates for His Glory, the edification of the Church, and the development of the believer’s relationship with God.  
The purpose of this exercise is to affirm the Gift of Mercy in you and to make sure you understand your special mission in the Body of Christ. Without God’s mercy, we would all be lost. Your gift allows people to have an experience with a side of God that will change the way they feel about themselves.


Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Prophecy 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Wisdom
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:6 
Description
The Gift of Prophecy is the ability to receive and proclaim a message from God. Its primary purpose as seen in 1 Corinthians 14:3: ” But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”   A person who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouragement, and consolation. This gift provides a word from God to a specific person or group. The Motivational Gift of Prophecy is primarily concerned with speaking the truth. God communicates with those with the Gift of Prophecy in five ways recorded in the Scriptures: audibly, in visions, by perception of realities not seen by others, by internal voice, and symbolically. In addition, Prophecy has various forms. 
The word can be: 
Predictive - A predictive prophecy is a description of an event which has not happened at the time it was written down. Jesus predicts Peter’s Denial: Matthew 26:24  Deuteronomy 18:18-22 is a sample of predictive prophesy and is referred to in the New Testament Acts 3:22:23
Directive - A directive prophecy gives specific instructions for action. 2 Chronicles 20:14-17  is an example of a directive prophecy. Paul explains how to judge a prophecy in Acts 11:28;1 Corinthians 14:29; 2 Corinthians 13:1; and 2 Peter 1:19-21 says that the sure word of prophecy should line up with Scripture.
Corrective - A corrective prophecy can be given to an individual or to a Body of believers.  2 Samuel 12 is an example of a corrective prophecy.

God sets clear guidelines, because there are false prophets 1 John 4:1, and so 
Prophecies should be time-tested. 
Words of prophecy have to be weighed carefully  1 Corinthians 14:29
Any prophecy should be confirmed independently 2 Corinthians 13:1-3
Any prophecy should line up with Scripture, "the sure word of prophecy" 2 Peter 1:19-21
The Gift of Prophecy and the Spirit of Prophecy versus the Office of a Prophet
We must be careful distinguish between the Gift of Prophecy and an appointed Prophet as in 1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 4:11. Also, we need to be aware of an atmosphere of Prophecy brought about by the anointing of the Holy Spirit that enables individuals who may not even have the Gift of Prophecy, and nor called to the Office of the Prophet to speak prophecy under the inspiration of God, and most times, they do not retain the gift. 
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Prophecy: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Prophecy is to speak what God gives them at the prompting of the Holy Spirit. When a Word of Prophecy comes, they will speak because of a strong need for verbal expression directed by the Holy Spirit. They are willing to suffer for what is right, and they are persuasive in defining truth. It is especially important to a person with the Gift of Prophecy to apply the principle of responsibility and to maintain a clear conscience. Discipline equips the person with the Gift of Prophecy to speak the truth boldly, with love.
Common Misunderstandings about those with the Gift of Prophecy: 
People see them as intolerant because of their strong sense of right and wrong. 
They seem to be poor listeners because they are eager to proclaim the truth. 
Their frankness seems to be as harshness. 
Strengths of those with the Gift of Prophecy:

· Emotions do not easily sway a person with the Gift of Prophecy.
· They speak their convictions with great clarity.
· They also validate the words they proclaim through the Word of God. 
· Believers with this gift will always make certain that people understand their words, because they want their listeners to do the right thing. 
· They will take care to speak at the level of understanding that is appropriate for the audience.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Prophecy: ((change format))
They are painfully truthful and can seem insensitive or harsh.
They have little sympathy and patience with people who do not respond objectively.
Because of their sense of conviction, they can become intolerant or prideful.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Prophecy:

Outreach
Speaking
Prophetic Prayer

Sometimes during Intercession, the person praying will prophetically declare from the Holy Spirit; this can be an incredibly anointed time of prophetic proclamations. 
Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
You are not hesitant to share your opinion, especially if you see obvious wickedness. 
You have a deep capacity to trust God.
You are committed to doing what is right and true, even if it means that you must suffer for it.
Area for Study and personal growth
Access Your Character  ((spelling))
Are you a real, confident, grounded person? Can you test your ego or need for attention? Do you have the discipline to commit to studying God’s Word. Do you understand that the Wisdom you gain will support the prophetic words you speak because you can correctly judge the word? Can you accept that growth and sacrifice it will take to mature in your gift? Can you accept the responsibility that comes with giving a prophetic word? 
Study Your Gifts ((find correct descriptive paragraph and use for all Study your gifts sections))
The Gift of Faith is the ability to believe God completely. A person with the Gift of Prophecy needs faith to operate in this gift without hesitation. Speaking words of prophecy can be scary and you have to be unwavering, and with faith, you can deliver the word confidence.
The Gift of Wisdom grounds you in the Word of God. Without a solid foundation you cannot speak truth to the Body of Christ.
Study Humility –It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us examples in the scriptures are Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. As evidenced in John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” 
It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Prophecy 
A person with the Gift of Prophecy can speak predictive words spontaneously, but speaker of a corrective or directive must not speak the word spontaneously. The person who receives a directive or corrective word from God must be disciplined enough write the word down, and by the leading of the Holy Spirit, pray over it, and then submit it to the leadership in private for them to weigh and judge. Judging directional or corrective words prior to public delivery, puts safeguards in place. The purpose is to create an environment that will foster the acceptance of the prophetic word.  The goal is to oversee corrective and directive words from the Lord that will bring forth the greatest amount of fruit!  
The person or body that receives a predictive has the responsibility to test the word by the scriptures and to weigh the word as it fits the situation. The goal is to receive the word as led by the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus spoke to Peter and gave him a predictive prophecy: “Simon Peter asked him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus replied, ‘Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.’  Peter asked, ‘Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’  Then Jesus answered: Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!”  John 13:36 
2 Samuel 12 is a classic example in the Scriptures of corrective prophecy. Notice that Nathan spoke the word and then an action took place and history records the completed prophecy. The sword never left the house of David.
2 Chronicles 20 is a an example of directive prophecy. Notice that because Jehoshaphat followed the word of God given in prophecy the results happened. “And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him rest on every side.” 2 Chronicles 20:30
People, in our society in and out of the Body of Christ, do not believe that God speaks. It is imperative that a person with the Gift of Prophecy operates in this gift under the direction of the Holy Spirit.
Develop a Prayer Discipline  
Be led by the Spirit to the wisdom needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that His ways are not our ways.  Pray unceasingly for the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Conclusion ((add to all others))
The purpose of this exercise is to clearly define the Gift of Prophecy. The ability to be a spokesperson for God is a tremendous responsibility. When you know exactly how to connect to God in the use of this gift, you will change the lives of many people. The purpose of the gift is to demonstrate that God is involved and concerned with our lives and situations. He sees us and speaks through His servants for our comfort and direction. This gift brings glory to God.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Shepherding/Pastoring
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Wisdom, Intercession
Scriptural Confirmation:  (( add))
Description:
The Gift of Shepherding is a supernatural ability to see God’s heart for people. The person engaged in a Shepherding Ministry may be the pastor of a church, an elder in the church, a small group leader, a Sunday School or Bible study teacher, a  mentor, or a parent. A person with the Gift of Shepherding has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The purpose of the gift is to tend to the spiritual welfare of believers over the course of time by watching over, guiding, and nurturing them, to become more Christ-like. People with this gift do not seek fame or recognition for themselves, because the Holy Spirit places them in the position of authority.  The role of a Shepherd is one of humility and service.  They understand the overwhelming need of God’s grace for this task. 
Scriptural Examples:
Jesus is the Good Shepherd:  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” John 10:11-14; 1 Peter 2:25 

The Gift of Shepherding versus the Office of a Pastor
The Greek word "poimen" means pastor. In Paul's Spiritual Gifts listing in Ephesians 4:11, this term is translated "pastor." Although the word "poimen" is translated pastor only one time in Scripture, it is used sixteen additional times. The remaining sixteen are all translated "shepherd." Therefore, we are actually discussing the Gift of Shepherding, not the POSITION of Pastor. 
Although a person in the Office of a Pastor must be a good Shepherd and must have the Gift of Shepherding, not everyone who has the Gift of Shepherding is called to the Office of a Pastor. The Gift of Shepherding works in many positions in the  Church.
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Shepherding:
The basic motivational drive of a person with Gift of Shepherding is to love people as God loves. They are compelled to meet people, care for them, and guide them with biblical instruction. People with this gift find great joy in seeing people mature in their faith to overcome sin and discouragement. Their capacity and desire to serve God by overseeing, training, and caring for the needs of a group of believers is Spirit-given. They are usually very patient, people-centered, and willing to spend time in prayer for others. 

Strengths of those with the Gift of Shepherding:
· 
· People with the Gift of Shepherding have a burden to see others learn and grow and are protective of those under their care. 
· They want to present the whole Word of God
· Study is a primary part of their lives in order to feed the group.
· They are relationship than task oriented. 
· They are the peacemakers and diplomats, and are very tolerant of people's weaknesses.
· They remember people's names and faces. 
· They are faithful and devoted and may become a workaholic.
· Their pleasing personality draws people to them.
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Shepherding/Pastoring:
· They have to be careful to involve other people, and not try to do everything.
· They have to work on making people accountable.
· They can be overly protective, and they have to remember people do not belong to them and follow God’s lead.
· They have a problem saying no and have to seek guidance from the Holy Spirit.
· Because they are personable it is easy for people to misjudge their motives; with the help of the Holy Spirit they must keep relationships in order.

Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Shepherding

Pastor
Sunday School teachers
Group leaders
Counselors

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you have a deep love for people that compels you to care for them?
Do you enjoy meeting with people to listen to their life story and provide them biblical counsel?
When you hear that someone is hurting is your first instinct to try to help?
Are you able to point out sin and folly in someone's life in a loving way that they receive as helpful?
Do you enjoy meeting with Christians to help them mature in their faith?
Do people pursue you for counsel and instruction? 
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess Your Character ((check spelling of Assess in the whole document))
Are you prone to discouragement or depression? Do you seek the “Joy of the Lord” to combat depression and discouragement? Can you access your ego and deal with you pride? Can you recognize when you are out of balance? Do you have the discipline to study the Word of God? Can you accept the direction of a mentor? Do learn by your mistakes? Do you understand your attraction to people? Are you approachable? 
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Meekness: Meekness is a characteristic we should seek after. It is not weakness but a sign of strength, and it requires great self-control.  A wise leader is peaceable, and easily entreated, sensitive to others; they will be approachable and teachable as opposed to hard and inaccessible. They are not arrogant or independent, and they understand, seek, and desire fellowship with God. 
Meekness and Gentleness: Strength with a Tender Touch
We are to be meek (yielded, teachable, responsive) first in our relationship with God, and secondly meek (humble, gentle, respectful generous in forgiving; avoiding resentment or revenge; and unselfish) in our relationships with the Body. 
Meekness is an important part of true love. "Love is patient, love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered" 1 Corinthians:13:4-5. As we seek meekness we produce a gentle side of ourselves. The Bible places great value on meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek [Greek praus ], for they shall inherit the earth." Matthew:5:5 But since "meek" is no longer a popular or commonly used word, modern Bible translations frequently substitute the almost-synonymous word "gentle. Scriptures in some translations use "meek" and "gentle" interchangeably. However, be aware that gentleness refers mostly to actions, whereas meekness refers to one's wholeness mind as well as actions. Meekness produces gentleness. This explains why meekness is one of the beatitudes—beautiful attitudes for which God promises blessings 
Study Your Gifts
The combination of Faith, Wisdom, Discernment, and Intercession is the gift blend that supports the Gift of Shepherding. It is impossible to serve in this gift without complete faith in God and His Word. Work to build your faith daily. Life’s occasions good and bad, will lead you to a greater stronger faith. The Wisdom from studying God’s Word is the only source you can use to operate in this gift, because wisdom will help you discern the complete need and God’s plan for meeting the need. Finally ground yourself in intercession with help of the Holy Spirit.

Study Servanthood
Ministry in the scriptures generally refers to servanthood or service given in love. Serving others is the very essence of Ministry, and Jesus calls all believers to Ministry. Matthew 28:18-20, and therefore, we are servants for the Glory of God. 
The Posture of Servanthood 
When we give Jesus Christ His rightful place as Lord of our lives, we express His lordship in the way we serve others.
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:42-45 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Philippians 2:5-8
 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." Mark 9:35
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully   administering God's grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

The Outcome of Servanthood in the Body 
“Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes. To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank God for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in Him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore, you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.” 1 Corinthians 1:1-10; Philippians 1:1-20 
The Benefit of Servanthood in Our Lives 
“When He had finished washing their feet, He put on his clothes and returned to His place.  "Do you understand what I have done for you?" He asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17
 "The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me." John 12:25-26
“Sin pays its servants: the wage is death. But God GIVES to those who serve him: His free gift is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23
Develop a Prayer Discipline ((check sentence case in whole document))
Be led by the Spirit to the wisdom needed for each situation. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that His ways are not our ways.  Pray unceasingly for the leading of the Holy Spirit to appreciate how destructive separation from God and the Body of Christ can be and how reconciliation with God can reverse destruction. Pray daily for God to use you in your gift to reconcile others to Him.
The purpose of this exercise is to bring to you the understanding of Christ as the Shepherd. Your gift as a shepherd will demonstrate Jesus Christ here on earth. It is a huge responsibility but if this is your calling, God will provide all you need and strengthen you through the Holy Spirit to be a blessing to the Body of Christ and bring Him glory
.
Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Service 
Spiritual Gift Blend:   Knowledge, Discernment, Intercession, Giving
Scriptural Confirmation:  Romans 12:7 
Description:
The Gift of Service is the ability to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God's work, and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish the desired goals.  People with the Gift of Service are ones who “get things done” and “see the job through.” These people tend to demonstrate a servant attitude, loyalty, and attention to detail. They find the small and practical things that need to be done and enjoy doing them without being asked; they sense God’s purpose and special meaning in fulfilling regular and needful hands-on tasks. They receive  pleasure in meeting every day responsibilities, and enjoy doing routine tasks; they would rather do a job than find someone else to do it. 
Scriptural Examples
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Matthew 20:25-28
Jesus served: “After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. John 13:5 
 Because servants often work behind the scenes, their work but not their name is often mentioned in Scripture. People named in the Bible who helped the church through service include Phoebe, Priscilla, Aquila, Tryphena, Tryphosa, and John Mark (). Some people with this gift are also appointed to leadership as church deacons.  Luke 22:27; Timothy 6:2; Acts 6:1-3; Romans 16:1-4,12; Acts 13:5
The Gift of Service compared to the Gift of Helps 
The Gift of Service is oriented toward groups and focused on individual tasks. The Gift of Service provides practical everyday help towards the up-keep of the Church of Christ. The Gift of Helps is oriented toward serving individual people and focuses on providing relief and assistance to an individual.
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Service: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Service/Ministry is to demonstrate love by meeting practical needs. They demonstrate a servant attitude, loyalty, attention to detail, and responsiveness to the initiatives of others. A server is diligent and willing to sacrifice his time and energy in order to complete a task. A server expresses himself most satisfactorily by doing tangible work. He serves by doing, not by explaining, teaching, discussing, giving or organizing. Servers prefer short-term tasks. Because their spiritual fulfillment comes from completing a task, they like projects that have beginnings and endings. Servers would rather carry out responsibilities themselves, and be done with them, than assigning the tasks to someone else.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Service:
· 
· Servers tend to be one-man armies.
· God seems to give special grace to servers to exercise humility, especially when it comes to doing menial chores.
· Availability is one of the server’s strongest character qualities. He almost never says no when asked to help others.
· Order is essential for a server. However, he will sacrifice order temporarily if that is necessary to get the job done.
· Servers have a God-given strength to do physical tasks. 

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Service: ((change to match strengths)
Servers constantly have to deal with the temptation to become over-committed.
Time limitations cause frustration for servers. 
If a server feels unappreciated, he can quickly become bitter or resentful. 
If a server has been pouring his life out for others and feels misunderstood or unappreciated, he can easily be tempted with thoughts of rebellion or jealousy.
The server’s desire to serve makes him a poor delegator and sometimes evens a poor co-worker. 
Servers work best when they can fulfill a responsibility on their own
Sometimes servers get their priorities out of order because they tune into physical needs.
Servers tend to be demanding of others who are helping, and they tend to be perfectionists. 
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Service:

Benevolence/Caring
Clerical
Communications
Hospitality
Support Staff

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you prefer to labor behind the scenes?
When someone is doing, a job poorly is your first instincts to help instead of criticize.
Do you prefer to work in a supportive rather than a leadership capacity?
When you hear of someone with needs, do you offer your services if possible?
When someone asks for your help, do you have difficulty saying no? 
 Area for Study and personal growth:
Assess Your Character – Are you available, willing, helpful, reliable, hard-working, flexible, humble, supportive. If this is the basis of your personality, you will use the Gift of Service to the glory of God and for service to the Body of Christ.
Study Your Gifts – Knowledge, Discernment, Intercession, and Giving make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Service. Discernment and Knowledge direct you to the correct tasks that will make a positive difference in the operation of the church. Nothing is more destructive than a person or group focused on tasks that can cause disruption or confusion. When you intercede in a situation you also provide clarification from the Holy Spirit concerning any situation. You have to have a giving nature because service often time require giving of resources including money and time.
Study Servanthood - Ministry in the scriptures generally refers to servanthood or service given in love. Serving others is the very essence of ministry, and Jesus calls all believers to Ministry. Matthew 28:18-20, and therefore, we are servants for the Glory of God. 
The Posture of Servanthood 
When we give Jesus Christ His rightful place as Lord of our lives, we express His lordship in the way we serve others.
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:42-45 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Philippians 2:5-8
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." Mark 9:35
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully   administering God's grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

The Outcome of Servanthood in the Body 
“Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes. To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank God for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in Him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore, you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.” 1 Corinthians 1:1-10; Philippians 1:1-20 
The Benefit of Servanthood in Our Lives 
“When He had finished washing their feet, He put on his clothes and returned to His place.  "Do you understand what I have done for you?" He asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17
 "The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me." John 12:25-26
“Sin pays its servants: the wage is death. But God GIVES to those who serve him: His free gift is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23
Be a Servant of All - Great leaders are the ones who are great at servant-hood. Give one who is a servant-at-heart a position of authority and he will use his position to serve others.  
Jesus’ use of His freedom and position:
Christ was the ultimate servant. “Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Matthew 20:25-28
Paul’s Use of His Freedom
 “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law, though I myself am not under the law, so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law, though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law, so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23  
Develop a Regular Prayer Discipline
Your pray every day should be for the direction of the Holy Spirit in the use of this gift. Pray for provision, protection, strength in body and mind, and insight into the mind of God. Let your prays be the foundation of your service.
The purpose of this exercise to point out that your Gift of Service, gives you the power to relieve a great deal of stress in the lives of others. However, you will have to become skilled at “plugging in.” Learn where assistance from you can relieve burdens and make an offer to help. Place your gift in God’s hands and seek the Holy Spirit for guidance. 

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Teaching 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Wisdom, Knowledge, Discernment 
Scriptural Confirmation:   Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 
Ephesians 4:11 
Description:
The Gift of Teaching is the ability to understand and communicate biblical truth in a clear and relevant manner so that there is understanding and application. Through the employment of this gift, others receive the truth of God’s Word. This gift enables a believer to communicate a personal understanding of the Bible and faith to instruct, guide, and nurture Christians in the Word of God in such a way that it is comprehended and can be applied to life. Christians with the Gift of Teaching prefer explaining why things are true. They enjoy presenting what they discover. They search patiently and persistently and they love to study. They stretch the limits of learning, setting high standards for education. 
Scriptural Examples
Throughout the gospels, Jesus is referred to as Rabbi, which means "teacher." Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people." Matthew 4:3. And "When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law." Matthew 7:28-29. Many members of the Body of Christ in that time were also teachers. Some examples are: Paul, Timothy, Aquila, Priscilla, elders/pastors, and godly women all demonstrated the gift of teaching.  Acts 18:26; Acts 19:8-10; Colossians 1:22-28; 1 Timothy 2:7; 4:11-16; Titus 2:2-4
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Teaching: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Teaching is to discover and validate truth. Teachers are very sensitive to doctrinal integrity.  They have great research skills, and they are sincere. Learning, researching, communicating, and illustrating truth are the qualities that an individual will manifest when exercising the Gift of Teaching. These people enjoy studying and learning new information, and find great joy in sharing it with others. The format of teaching varies from one-on-one discipleship to formal classes, informal Bible studies, large groups, and preaching, which is a form of teaching. A teacher instinctively questions anything that seems inaccurate, and usually that doubt motivates them to search out the answers needed to establish truth.
Office of the Teacher versus The Gift of Teaching
The Office of the Teacher in Ephesians 4 is an administrative role, and while a person occupying the office has the Gift of Teaching, their gifts include administration and leadership. A person with the Gift of Teaching may or may not be called to the Office of the Teacher.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Teaching:

· A teacher carries out research to gain information and insights. They view Bible study primarily as an academic activity with a spiritual benefit.
· They are passionate about correcting error before it leads to disillusionment.
· A teacher receives special delight in uncovering facts or insights that others have either overlooked or considered insignificant.
· A teacher places a great deal of emphasis on original language—the original words used and their meanings.
· Usually, an individual with this Motivational Gift is not hesitant to challenge statements or ideas
· Teachers have excellent study habits, including orderly investigation and the ability to document information in an organized manner. They are usually neither sloppy nor slothful when it comes to research.
· Teachers faithfully study the Word of God, because researching truth is a source of great joy for them, and they often have to work hard to quit studying.
· A teacher solves problems by studying more, to search for truth.
· Teachers help keep the Church focused on truth. They are alert to false doctrine and do not honor experience over the authority of Scripture.


Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Teaching:
A teacher can equate or confuse knowledge with wisdom. Knowledge is information; wisdom is seeing life from God’s perspective. The two are neither equivalent nor worthy of the same esteem.
Teachers tend to be exclusive, preferring to limit their interaction and support to individuals or groups who share their doctrinal beliefs. Their concentration on facts rather than people sometimes makes them appear to be cold or insensitive.
Teachers reject unbiblical illustrations, condemning them as irrelevant and distracting.
A teacher, more than most of us, can be content with having accurate knowledge and be uninterested in the application of that knowledge.
Because a teacher is able to accumulate knowledge skillfully and apparently with ease, they are tempted to be prideful, and have a condescending attitude toward others who do not demonstrate these gifts.
A teacher’s quest for truth often earns him the reputation of being a critical, negative person.
Teachers are often impractical, analytical, and unemotional. They are not very interested in social activities. 
Because teachers have a tendency to give more information than required, they can easily be boring, since their hearers are not nearly as interested in the details as they are.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Teaching:

Christian Education
Speaking
Small Group Discussions

Seminars


Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
Do you enjoy studying and researching?
Do you enjoy helping people understand biblical truth to others?
Do others come to you for insight into Scripture?
When you teach, do people "get it"?
When you see someone confused in their understanding of the Bible, do you feel a responsibility to speak to them about it?
Do you enjoy speaking to various sizes of groups about biblical issues, and discussing your strong convictions? 
When you communicate biblical truth to others, do you see changes in knowledge, attitudes, values or conduct?
Do others understand as you explain the Bible or the Christian life to them?
Are you able to communicate truth clearly and concisely and hold the interest of those you instruct?
Do you desire to help others learn what the Bible teaches about life?
Have people responded that you have helped them learn biblical truth in a meaningful way?
 Area for Study and personal growth:
Assess Your Character
Is it more important to you to get your point across than to make sure the people you are instructing stay engaged and learn? Do you have to be the center of attention and show what you know? Are you combative and argumentative in debates over facts? Are you confident and out going? Are you a structured disciplined learner?  Are you a good listener? Can you see a plan from conception to conclusion? Is commitment very high on your list?
Study Your Gifts
Faith, Wisdom, Knowledge, and Discernment make up the gift blend that supports the Gift of Teaching. Without total faith in the Word of God, it is impossible to operate in this gift, because you can only communicate clearly, what you believe. Gaining Wisdom from the study of God’s Word gives you a view of God’s creation through His eyes.  With the Wisdom, you gain through study and with the help of the Holy Spirit, you will have the knowledge you need to communicate biblical truth in a comprehensive and relevant manner. Additionally, discernment helps you to uncover instances of incorrect teachings.
Study Humility - It is the humble that are exalted and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us, and it is not our power that causes us to succeed,  do we truly succeed.
Study Teaching 
You know a teaching Ministry is successful when the instructor adapts Christ-like ways, and the results are positive. Examples of positive results are:
People are consistently encouraged and affirmed as people loved by God, and feel unconditionally accepted in Him. They grow emotionally toward becoming mature Christians.
The Spiritual health of individuals in the group begins to improve, and they feel like they have a part in the Body of Christ. They develop the confidence that their Spiritual input matters to the growth and health of the Body.
People begin to reach out and build each other up. They encourage each other by reaching beyond the walls of the church to initiate covenant and fellowship. 
Self- esteem begins to grow, as others trust them to make decisions within parameters and consult them on other important decisions.
Empowerment happens because they have Biblical principles to discern how to be good stewards of the Word, their families and resources, and the Body of Christ. The principles they learn give them the tools to use in times of struggle.
Develop a Prayer Discipline
Be led by the Spirit for direction in teaching situations. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that the Word is His interaction with the Body of Christ.  Pray unceasingly for the leading of the Holy Spirit to clarity in the Word and confidence to deliver the Word to others. Understand that knowledge is power and the power to live by the Word of God is the ultimate goal of every Christian.  Pray daily for God to use you in your gift to give people the power they need to live victorious lives. 
The purpose of this exercise is to confirm for you the importance of the Gift of Teaching in you. The Body of Church must always have the Word God presented with error or deception. A person with the Gift of Teaching has an urgency to make sure the word presented to the Body is clearly the true Word of God. When you operate in this gift with the guiding of the Holy Spirit, you safeguard the Word for the Body of Christ and bring glory to God.

Spiritual Gift Name:  The Gift of Worship 
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Faith, Discernment, Knowledge
Scriptural Confirmation:  ((add scriptural confirmation))
Description:
The Gift of Worship is the ability to present personal witness and inspiration to others through singing, playing an instrument, dancing, or acting. People with the Gift of Worship have a supernatural ability in their talent. The key to understanding this gift is not so much the beautiful sounds or the skill, but the inspiration behind the delivery. The spiritual aspect of the gift comes in the fullness of the witness to love, give praises to  the Lord, and glorify God. Others are inspired to feel the presence and majesty of God a spiritual manner. The Gif of Worship can open up others to the presence of the Spirit and lead them toward faith. 
Scriptural Examples:
Ephesians 5:19-21:  “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. “Psalm 26:6-8:  “I wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar, O LORD, proclaiming aloud your praise and telling of all your wonderful deeds. I love the house where you live, O LORD, the place where your glory dwells.”
Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.”
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Worship: 
The basic motivational drive of a person with the Gift of Worship is to present sounds and skills that please God, bring joy to others, and move people closer to God. The purpose is to bring hope, joy, acceptance, grace, and love. They have an innate natural ability in the genre they choose for worship. It is easy for them to step into worship wherever they are, and people move by the Spirit to join them in worship. The sounds they make or the images they leave are pleasing to the senses and the Spirit.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Worship:

· People with the true Gift of Worship enter into the presence of God filled with praise and bring others with them. 
· They worship to change our lives from the inside out. 
· They help others to let down their issues and defenses and enter into the presence of God. 
· They shine light into the areas of our hearts and minds that are dark.

Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Worship: ((change to match strengths))
The biggest weakness of a person with the Gift of Worship is distraction. They can easily be distracted to the gift rather than to the work of the gift.
They can think that their gift is not important.
They have to be careful not to believe that the gift belongs to them.
Unless led by the Holy Spirit, their worship can become hollow and unpleasing to God.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Worship:

Worship Leaders
Teachers of Music, Dance and Theater
Outreach Ministries

Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
When you worship, do you truly feel the presence of God?
Do you see your ability in your worship skill as your means of sharing God with others?
Do others see the significance of God in your life through your worship?
Do others have a new understanding of their faith through your worship?
Do you sense a gifted power and ease in your worship skill that at times seems to transcend your own capabilities?
Were your talents evident even at an early age?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess your character
First, does your ego require you to be the center of attention or can you take the background for the sake of the worship? Do you see your gift as a special anointing from God? Is your gift important to you? Are you a discipline and committed learner? Are you a willing giver of your spirit to others? Is the Joy of the Lord your strength? Can you give instruction and support to others with the Gift of Worship?

Study Worship in the Scriptures
Worship and praise go hand and hand in the Scriptures. ((clarifiy by making it like a conversation))
For example Psalm 150:1-6 tells us: “Praise the LORD. 
Where: Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 
Why: Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
How: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 
Who: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD. 
In the Body:
In Colossians 3:16,  Paul says: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.”
Paul writes that the Word of Christ dwells richly in us and that the Word is contained in the psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, and in the singing to the Lord.  Paul was writing about the Old Testament psalms because the truth of the gospel is contain in the songs and psalms.
Results of singing praises to God: 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them…All at once all the doors opened, and the chains fell off the prisoners. Acts 16:25
Study Humility and Grace
Grace
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17 
The word translated "grace" in the New Testament comes from the Greek word charis, which means “favor, blessing, or kindness.” but when the word grace is used in connection with God, it takes on a more powerful meaning. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us as our sin deserves. It is His benevolence to the undeserving. But He offers us forgiveness Hebrews 8:12; Ephesians 1:7 and salvation Ephesians 2:8 says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. " The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is by His grace toward us. 
We extend grace to others by our actions. The apostle Paul began many of his letters with the phrase, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:3). God is the instigator of grace, and it is from Him that all other grace flows.  
As a person with the Gift of Helps you have the opportunity to extend the Grace of God in you to others that will give them life and hope.
Humility
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us; and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed.
Study your Gifts
Faith, Discernment, Knowledge are the components of the gift blend that support the Gift of Worship.  The knowledge God gives you when you study His Word allows you produce worship that is pleasing to Him, and brings others into worship with you. Only by knowing the character of God through faith in His Word can you correctly reflect His character to others. Worshipers set the tone for worship in a particular place or situation, discernment allows you understand the correct atmosphere for praise and worship.
Develop a Prayer Discipline
Be led by the Spirit for direction when worshiping. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that praise and worship releases God’s energy toward us, and that His glories in our praise.  Pray unceasingly for the leading of the Holy Spirit in worship. Pray daily for God to use you in your gift to give people the power they need to live victorious lives.
The purpose of this exercise, in studying the Gift of Worship is to to bring to your mind the beauty and gratefulness God has for you. The Gift of Worship is close to God’s heart because He can hear us when we worship Him with pure hearts in the Holy Spirit. When you enter to worship in the Holy Spirit you reach His throne and bring Him joy.

Spiritual Gift Name:  Gift of Writing
Spiritual Gift Blend:  Wisdom, Faith
Scriptural Confirmation:  ((put in scriptual confirmation)
Description 
The Gift of Writing is the special ability to present truths in a written form to edify, instruct and strengthen. People with this gift have a supernatural ability to hear and see what God has in mind for written communicate to a people and to the Church.  They present revelation clearly. There is no reference to the Gift of Writing in the New Testament. However, there is little dispute that God still gives special abilities today as He did in Old Testament times. Scribes (sometimes translated writers) are the recorders of the Word of God in the Old Testament. When people with this gift dedicate their abilities to the building up of the Church, and to glorifying God, there is Holy Spirit empowerment. This gift needs to operate in the world today because much of the false doctrine and attacks on the faith are in written form. Description:
Scriptural Examples:
Paul is the primary writer in the New Testament. He wrote to the new churches giving counsel and encouragement. Much of what he wrote had not been written before and was the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Paul is writing to Timothy “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.” 1 Timothy 3:14-15 
Peter writes revelation to the churches in Asia in 1st and 2nd Peter.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John operated in the gift as recorders of the Words of Jesus and events.
Characteristics of those with the Gift of Writing: 
The basic motivation drive of a person with the Gift of Writing is to present God’s mind in written form, bring joy and enlightenment to others, and to move people closer to God. They have the ability to grasp the meaning of the thoughts and revelation and write them down. The purpose for their gift is to edify the Church and testify to the Kingdom of God.
Strengths of those with the Gift of Writing:

· People with the true Gift of Writing understand that presenting God’s  word in a form,  language or vernacular is important to helping people understand the word of God
· They shine light into darkness.
· They write to change our understanding of God’s world around us. 
· With knowledge written in a form, people can understand helps to break down walls and allow people to enter into the presence of God. 
· 
Weaknesses of those with the Gift of Writing: ((change to match strengths))
The biggest weakness of a person with the Gift of Writing is distraction. 
They can easily take the gift and turn it into a burden. Without the leading of the Holy Spirit, they can labor over the job until it does not glorify God.
They have to be careful not to believe that the Gift belongs to them.
They have to understand that the gift is very important to the Body of Christ
Unless led by the Holy Spirit their writing can become hollow and unpleasing to God.
Areas of Ministry for the Gift of Writing:

Academic Literature
 Sunday School 

Publication


Confirm/Affirm/Do you have this Gift?
In your writing, do you feel inspired by God with clarification of the subject?
Do you see your ability to write as your means of sharing God with others?
Do others see the significance of God in your life through your writing?
Do others find a new understanding of their own faith through your writing?
Do you sense a gifted power and ease in writing that at times seems to transcend your own capabilities?
Were your talents in writing evident even at an early age?
Area for Study and Personal Growth:
Assess your character
Are you a disciplined learner? Can you spend the time undistracted to study the word of God? Are you always searching to new ideas and ways to express the world around you? Is it important to you that people know you have this gift? Are you a confident, grounded person? Does it give you joy when your work uplifts people and shows them a side of God they had not seen before? 
Study Writing 
Writing is a form of teaching and has the same components to achieve the same results: The Gift of Writing is successful when the writer is lead by the Holy Spirit to express God’s mind in written form, and results are positive. Examples of positive results are:
People are consistently encouraged and affirmed as people loved by God, and feel unconditionally accepted in Him. They grow emotionally toward becoming mature Christians.
The Spiritual health of individuals in the group begins to improve, and they feel like they have a part in the Body of Christ. They develop the confidence that their Spiritual input matters to the growth and health of the Body.
People begin to reach out and build each other up. They encourage each other by reaching beyond the walls of the church to initiate covenant and fellowship. 
Self- esteem begins to grow, as others trust them to make decisions within parameters and consult them on other important decisions.
Empowerment happens because they have Biblical principles to discern how to be good stewards of the Word, their families and resources, and the Body of Christ. The principles they learn give them the tools to use in times of struggle. 


Study Humility and Grace
Grace
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17 
The word translated "grace" in the New Testament comes from the Greek word charis, which means “favor, blessing, or kindness.” but when the word grace is used in connection with God, it takes on a more powerful meaning. Grace is God choosing to bless us rather than curse us as our sin deserves. It is His benevolence to the undeserving. But He offers us forgiveness Hebrews 8:12; Ephesians 1:7 and salvation Ephesians 2:8 says: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. " The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is by His grace toward us.
We extend grace to others by our actions. The apostle Paul began many of his letters with the phrase, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:3). God is the instigator of grace, and it is from Him that all other grace flows.  
As a person with the Gift of Helps you have the opportunity to extend the Grace of God in you to others that will give them life and hope.
Humility
It is the humble that are exalted, and the proud that are taken low. If we attempt to lift ourselves up we stumble; if we get low God will exalt us.  Philippians 2:3-7; 1 Peter 5:1-7. A person, who is humble, is free from defending or explaining himself. They are free to serve in the lowest or highest position God desires for them. This type of freedom and humility comes by seeing God, and not by measuring ourselves by ourselves or comparing ourselves among ourselves.  We need a glimpse of God for the right perspective of our selves. Isaiah got a glimpse of God in Isaiah 6 and suddenly he had a right perspective on himself. He did not think of himself more highly or more poorly than he should, but in a sober and proper perspective that resulted in a confession and then a commissioning. God could set Isaiah on a mission because Isaiah knew and trusted the God him to carry out the tasks assigned to him.
John the Baptist is another study in humility. John knew who he was and he knew his mission was to go ahead of Christ. John 3:28-31 “You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less. ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth.’ The one who comes from heaven is above all.” It is only when we understand, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us; and it is not our power that causes us to succeed, do we truly succeed.
Study your Gifts
Wisdom and Faith are the components of the gift blend that support the Gift of Writing. The wisdom you learn by studying the Word of God allows you to test any revelation you are inspired to write. Only by knowing that  what you are writing is from God, and it lines up with the Word He has already given can this gift operate to the benefit of the Body.  It takes complete faith in God and the His Word to be effective in this gift.
Develop a Prayer Discipline
Be led by the Spirit for direction when writing. Do not trust in your own intellect for God’s wisdom; instead, trust him to give you wisdom knowledge through prayer. Understand that the Word is His interaction with the Body of Christ.  Pray unceasingly for the leading of the Holy Spirit to clarity in the Word and confidence to deliver the written Word to others. Understand that knowledge is power and the power to live by the Word of God is the ultimate goal of every Christian.  Pray daily for God to use you in your gift to give people the power they need to live victorious lives.
The purpose of this exercise is to bring your Gift of Writing to its rightful place in your life. The society we live in, this gift is going to be pivotal in the salvation of many people.  You will write the truth about the saving  grace of God through the sacrifice of Jesus.  When you submit to this gift and seek the direction of the Holy Spirit you will uplift the Body of Christ and bring glory to God. This gift will produce fulfillment and joy in your life.




Session 4 

What We Are Covering:
Understanding Your Spiritual Gift Blend
To take a Spiritual Gifts Test for Confirmation 
To Discuss How Spiritual Gifts Work in the Church


PART 1

Remember:  A Gift Blend is for the Office of the Prophet, as we saw in Session 2, Ministry Perfecting/Equipping Gifts, is Discernment, Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith. Gift blends enhance the operation of a Spiritual Gift.
Ministry  Perfecting/Equipping Gifts are the tools God uses to perfect and equip the Church. 
A person with a Ministry gift has practical abilites that equip them to get things done, they are essential to the minsitry. They have “can-do” attitudes.
 There is that supernatural calling to Ministry Gifts, and Ministry Gifts produce growth, and believers are called to these offices
The Five Ministry Perfecting Equipping Gifts are:
Apostle
Prophet
Evangelist
Pastor 
Teacher
  


Motivational Support/Team Gifts
Motivational Support/Team Gifts shape how the believer views life, how he relates to others, and how he affects the Body of Christ. 
Think of it like this; A motivational gift is a set of eyeglasses from God. A believer can see people (the Body of Christ) and circumstances (the Church) through a particular set of “lenses” (spiritual gift) provided just for them.
The Thirteen  Motivational Support/TeamGifts are:
Prophecy
Service
Teaching 
Encouraging/Exhortation
Giving
Leadership
Mercy
Evangelism
Administration
Hospitality
Shepherding/Pastoring
Worship
Writing
Every believer receives one or more of these gifts at the time of salvation. 
God works His Spirit in us, leading us to see needs in the Body of Christ and to do something to meet them through the Spiritual Gifts – (tools) He places in the Body. 
These Spiritual Gifts equip believers to take a vital role in the Church. 
Motivational gifts produce change.
The Manifestation Life Changing Gifts
The Manifestation Life Changing Gifts demonstrate God’s supernatural power. These gifts represent the work He does through the life of a believer in a given situation to demonstrate supernatural power of God. Manifestation gifts produce action.
There are nine Manifestation Gifts: 
Gift of Wisdom
Gift of Knowledge
Gift of Faith
Gifts of Healing
Gift of Miracles
Gift of Prophecy
Discerning of spirits
Gift of Intercession
Speaking in tongues
Interpretation of tongues
Gift of Helps
Write down what you learned about your Spiritual Gifting on this walk with the Holy Spirit. ((put a box here for student to enter what their results from the review of each gift))
Study each gift and look for the operation of the gift in your life
Take this online Spiritual Gifts Test ((follow link to yes or no questions)) 
Compare what you’ve written down about what you’ve learned through the Spirit with how the the online Spiritual Gifts (world’s) test determined your gifts.
((Add comparison chart* that compares results from review with online test))
If the results line up go to the next step.
Study your chart’s result to understand your Spiritual Gift Blend.

This is an example of my having gone through all of this work to find out what my Spiritual Gifts are. : ((change this table to four headings: Category, What I learned, Gift name, strength))
Strength			Spiritual Gift Name			Gift Category
Highest Score	Faith	my ability to believe what I cannot see			Manifestation Gifts
Discernment						Manifestation
Intercession						Manifestation

Highest Score	Wisdom/Knowledge		Motivation Gifts
(Same score for Wisdom and Knowledge)
Teaching						Motivation
Administration					Motivation
Notice this Gift Blend is straightforward. ((note: decide to expalin further would require making up a test result)) This blend is straight forward because everything matches

When I wrote down what I learned I found that in the Manifestation Gifts, due to supernaturally discerning spirits and deception it is required that you have supernatural Gift of Faith to believe what the Holy Spirit is telling you and to be able to speak and take action. Yes, I have that.
Next in Gift of Intercession*, I learned that in the Mainfestation gifts you have to have supernatural Faith to believe and express to others God will answer prayers. Yes, I have thaT
I also found that in Motivation Gifts, Teaching requires Knowledge and Administration requires Wisdom. Even further, Faith requires Wisdom and Knowledge; Administration requires Discernment and Intercession; and Teaching requires Faith and Discernment. 
This example shows you for instance, In the manifestation gift catergory I learned that the Spiritual Gift of Faith which is my ability to believe what I cannot see is my strongest gift. Use this as your guide if you remember when we covered (gifts listed) it shows the exact gifts that I have been given by the Holy Spirit. (example of how I been taught)*
Summary:
God equips you with gifts you need to fulfill the task He gives to you;  and your Gift Blend is very important to understand. 
The most Identified trait in all of the gift types will be your strongest spiritual gift.  
 It is likely as you mature in your gifts your gifts will mature with you. 
However, gifts move up and down on the scale. (For example when yu find your self in a situation where the gift of Administration is required the Gift of Administration will be your strongest gift, however if your situation changes to a situation where the Gift of Faith is required the Gift of Faith will be the strongest.
If you retake a spiritual gift test the categories will most likely remain the same, but the position* of the gifts can change.
After you go through the process* of allowing the Holy Spirit to confirm your gifts, It is to your benefit as you study and grow in your gifting to take a Spiritual Gifts  Test periodically. 
Spiritual Gifts Testing, should not be the first step in your journey to understand and grow in your gifts. Only with the help of the Holy  Spirit can you move into the plan God has for your life.
 “Whom God calls He equips.” Label - comment
Eventually, your tests will stabilize and the confirmation of your gifts will come from the Holy Spirit. In the end, you are fitly joined to the Body, and you can accomplish edification of the church, and bring Glory to God.

How the Gifts Work in the Church
To Discuss How Spiritual Gifts Work in the Church (add pointers that reference what we studied)
This is an excerpt from a sermon by the Bishop David Huskins - Sunday June 1, 2014. He explains clearly how the Body functions in Gods design and how our personal Spiritual Gifts benefit the Body. 
 “For as the body is one, and has a number of parts, and all the parts make one body, so is Christ. For through the baptism of the one Spirit we were all formed into one body, Jews or Greeks, servants or free men, and were all made full of the same Spirit. For the body is not one part, but a number of parts.  If the foot says, because I am not the hand, I am not a part of the body; it is no less a part of the body.  And if the ear says, because I am not the eye, I am not a part of the body; it is a part of the body all the same.  If all the body was an eye, where would be the hearing? if all was hearing, where would be the smelling?  But now God has put every one of the parts in the body as it was pleasing to him.  And if they were all one part, where would the body be? But now they are all different parts, but one body. And the eye may not say to the hand, I have no need of you: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. No, those parts which seem to be feeble are the more necessary; And to those parts of the body which seem to have less honor we give all the more honor; and to those parts of the body which are a cause of shame to us we give the greater respect; But those parts of the body which are beautiful have no need of such care: and so the body has been joined together by God in such a way as to give more honor to those parts which had need of it; So that there might be no division in the body; but all the parts might have the same care for one another. And if there is pain in one part of the body, all the parts will be feeling it; or if one part is honored, all the parts will be glad. Now you are the body of Christ, and every one of you the separate parts of it. And God has put some in the church, first, Apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then those with wonder-working powers, then those with the power of taking away disease, helpers, wise guides, users of strange tongues.  Are all Apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? have all the power of working wonders? Are all able to take away disease? have all the power of tongues? are all able to give their sense? But let your desires be turned to the more important things given by the Spirit. And now I am pointing out to you an even better way.”
God made the human body to have many parts that all have a unique function. Each part performs it’s designed task and all parts work together in unison. The arm knows its function but it cannot operate alone.  The arm needs the rest of the body because the body is more than one member. To be part of the body, the local church, we have to understand the body as it was designed by God to His pleasure. (1 Cor. 12:18). 
Summary, to be part of the body, the local church, we have to understand the body as it was designed by God to His pleasure. (1 Cor. 12:18). 
God made the human body to have many parts that all have a unique function. Each part performs it’s designed task and all parts work together in unison. The arm knows its function but it cannot operate alone.  The arm needs the rest of the body because the body is more than one member.
Our goal at the GLOBE is to become one body with many members, with each member fitly joined together and functioning for the Glory of God. We cannot say to each other one is not needed or that one is more important than another. We must be sensitive to needs of others in the body. All members of the body even those that seem feeble are necessary. Those which seem less honorable (the lost, the unsaved etc.) require more of our attention (honor). Any part of the body that causes us shame we are to love all the more. The parts of the body that are stronger require less attention. God designed a balanced body to grow and strengthen all of its members.  The goal for the body in the local church is to work out any division and have the same care for one another. As a body we will suffer and rejoice together. Our example as a local church is the body of Christ, (1 Cor. 12:27) Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular.
In the Body of Christ God designed the body with parts for His pleasure. (1 Cor. 12:28-30). He set in place a threefold cord that cannot be broken:
First Apostolic – one who is sent/called to the task and can envision the ministry and set it in order
Second Prophetic – one who can express the vision verbally to others. 
Third Teacher – one who can teach the vision in such a way that others can understand and embrace.
Then He assigned supporting gifts to facilitate the vision. The threefold cord and the supporting gifts are the parts of the body (like the human body), and each has its own function. 
The process of becoming a body jointly fit together 
We all need to ask ourselves the following questions
As a part of the body am I called to this church?
As a part of the body do I own this as my vision?
As part of the body where do I fit?
As a part of the body what is my assignment?
When we can individually answer these questions, then we can move into the direction of the church. All church functions are ministries of Helps, our mission is to care for and serve others.
The church is organized so that all things are done decently and it order.
The organization is:
A working Order – a defined structure, clear expectations, and a flowchart to map out tasks and responsibilities
A respect for Authority – respecting the head of the church – Jesus Christ, and matching the vision of the leader of the house
A Spirit of Submission – putting the needs of others before my own.	
How do we get started?
By becoming a body of covenant people, never leaving each other and promoting life and not death.
The process of finding out where you fit
First, to understand where we fit, we need to understand how the vision is seen in the place we are in. 
Second, we have to search our lives individually with the leading of the Holy Spirit to determine if the call we hear is correct to this vision and to this church. 
End of Sermon 


You could ask Where does Pat Milner fit?
To understand where I fit, 
Q. I needed to see where the authority, in this case the Bishop, sees himself in a this vision according to his spiritual gifting. 
A. I recognized that the Bishop is called to this vision by the Holy Spirit. As the Holy Spirit continues to reveal this vision to him, he sees himself as a builder. The scriptures describe the Apostle as the builder of churches.  His task is to build a covenant people and a body fitly joined together that will make the vision of the ministry their own. 
He is first a Pastor that shepherds the sheep of the pasture that is the GLOBE. His years of experience in the Church, the Spiritual realm, and the secular world give him an outlook that prepares him for this journey. 
He is 100% convinced of the potential of others to rise up to this task.
Q. I searched my life, with the leading of the Holy Spirit, to determine if I am called to this vision and to this church. 
A. I heard the Bishop say that the core principles/values and foundation of this house are Covenant, Kingdom, and Harvest. 
In my life over the past 25 years I’ve learned there is no confusion in the Spirit over my life. 
 “All things work together for my good.” I’ve experienced this to mean that all things line up. 
My foundational core is built on the Kingdom, Covenant, and Harvest. I was taught the Kingdom, learned to live in Covenant and experienced the Harvest of a committed heart. 
I have waited, for years, for the leading of the Holy Spirit to “a place of service”. I believe I had to walk out the pain I experienced before I could be used for God’s work again. Knowing what I know of my relationship with the Father and the leading of the Holy Spirit in my life this is the place I am called to. My only problem is in coming out of the comfort zone of guarding my heart and spirit that I’ve been in for some many years.
I have to find the task I am called to here at the Globe. It is easy for me to work in the background doing supportive work. But the call that I heard that touched my heart was “Launching the Future”. 
I am a great-grandmother and I see my children, their children and their children’s children leaving the church, because they see no future in the church. I feel strongly we are failing our children because we won’t change. We continue to do church. Our kids need to see church. Launching the Future to me is presenting the Body of Christ in a way that captures the minds and bodies of our children and leads them to Christ and hope in a future that is all theirs. “We cannot put them in old wineskins.” (find scripture)*
I don’t like what I hear in the Spirit. I hear that I am not to seek a hiding place in this ministry. A long time ago a Pastor told me some of us will remain hidden for such a time, and I was hidden. During that time my only task was to grow stronger in my relationship with God so I could survive. 
During that time, I studied the word of God.  I was able to learn and operate in my spiritual gifting. I became stronger because I went around the same mountain again and again until I understood and could take the correct path for me. 
I  am a teacher and although I don’t like what I am hearing I learned that mountain climbing is tiresome and sometimes painful. I am 69 yrs old and I don’t want to climb the same mountains again. I have the confidence in my potential because it has to be by the leading of the Holy Spirit that I will be able to stand in front of a group of people and teach. Also, the Bishop believes 100% in my potential to get the job done.
Conclusion: 
This adventure to discovery will do four things for you personally: 
1. You will understand that Spiritual Gifts are nothing less than the Spirit of God Himself in you.
2. You will receive confirmation of the characteristics that make you who you are, God gave you through the Holy Spirit, and you will have the confidence, the freedom, and uncover the power to “just be you”. 
3. You will be comfortable with using the unique gifts and talents in your life; you will understand how to use them in your family, on your job, and in your relationships with energy, revelation, and a deep desire to follow God’s purposes. 
4. You will unbury, grow, and release your Spiritual Gifts so that you can take your place in God’s plan as a fully equipped, strong, confident child of God.
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Example 3

For this Spiritual (God’s time/mone) Natural (time/money)
example:
One Your worth per year Spiritually = Your worth per year Naturally =
Spiritual $525,600,000.00 $525,600.00
Day =1
thousand | In this example you are supernaturally | In this example in the natural you are
Natural worth a thousand time more in the worth what you see.
Days Spiritual than you are in the natural.

Time multiplied Supernaturally Minutes times days
For this 1 Spiritual Day = 24,000 hrs. so 1 Natural Day = 24 hours so
example: | 60 minutes * 24,000 hrs. equals 60 minutes * 24 hours equals
Minutes =1,440,000 minutes per day. = 1,440 minutes per day.
equal and 365 Days * 1,440,000 minutes and 365 Days * 1,440 minutes
Dollars equals equals

=525, 600,000 minutes a year or
=$525,600,000.00 (minutes=dollars)

=525, 600 minutes a yearor
=$525,600.00 (minutes=dollars)
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Natural Value

Lifetime Value= $36,266.400.00 at Life Time Value = $36,266,400,000.00 at
69 years old in the Natural - Millions 69 years old in the Spiritual- Billions






 




 

