Chapter 1 ( Edit)
Sun was shining brightly; its heat would suffocate anyone riding in the car.  But Zoon couldn't care less, her heart was thumping against her rib cage…. Her hands shook as she turned the steering wheel to reach at Daniel’s place.
	
She didn't want to accept the fact that he was gone. But as soon as she arrived there, her worst nightmare turned into reality.

There were sirens of ambulance in front of the tall building. Daniel's mother was crying loudly in despair. Her wails hurt Zoon’s heart.

Zoon took deep breath as she braced herself to get out of the car.

She ran out of the car just to find Daniel's lifeless body was shrouded in the cotton sheet and carried on the stretcher.

She didn't know what to do. Her heart was drowning in agony.   She tried to look at the sky to find some relief. But the bright sunlight pierced through her eyes.

Nothing would be same after this.

Daniel's mother whimpered as his dead body was dumped into the ambulance.
Zoon walked towards his mother and held her tightly in her frail arms.

AFTER A MONTH:

It has been one month since Daniel passed away, but Zoon couldn't digest the fact that he was gone. She wanted to erase all of his memories. But how could she do that? He was huge part of her life.

She was unable to live her life normally. Her head pounded mercilessly. Maybe her soul was punishing her. But why now? Why after everything was over?

She wanted to go back in time when was just a child, innocent, kind and full of empathy. She was so happy until Daniel came. He took everything away from her and she hated him for that.

Daniel was only five years old when he came to live in Zoon's mansion along with his mother, Chala. His mother was appointed to work in Zoon's house after her mother died.

Like all other servants of the mansion, Daniel and his mother were illegal immigrants who came to live in Zoon's country.
They fled from their nation to escape ethnic cleansing. Many international agencies tried to intervene and stop this nightmare but it was hopeless. At the end, they had to leave.

As Zoon's country was right next to their country, large number of these people migrated here and worked as; servants, labourers,  mechanics etc.

Like other rich people Zoon's father  appointed them to work in his mention.

Zoon's father was a politician. He wanted to use illegal immigrants for his own gain. He was always a cruel man with cold heart, but he loved his daughter and wife.

His wife didn't let him go astray as long as she was alive but after her death he was broken like a wounded monster. Ready to spread destruction all around him.

He appointed all immigrants to use them as a vote bank because government had decided to treat them as normal citizens with equal rights and provisions.

However, equal rights meant nothing. Illegal migrants weren't even treated as humans. People looked down at them. They were treated worse than animals.

Gabe, Zoon's father, knew that they were desperate. He wanted to use their desperation for his own gain.
He saw them as lowly cattles who deserved no mercy. But then Daniel came into picture and Gabe started to treat him differently.

On the other hand, Zoon was ignored by everyone around her after her mother's death.
Even her father didn't care about her anymore. While as everyone loved Daniel because he was charismatic and innocent, unlike Zoon.

She tried to ignore the feeling of jealousy which was brewing inside her heart since Daniel was five years younger than her but as they grew up things started to become worse.

Daniel was a brilliant student. 
He got double promotion and opted to do his Ph.D. in 'Political science' in one of the most prestigious universities of the country while Zoon struggled to apply for Master's even in small universities. Her father offered to help her but she refused to accept anyone's help because of her ego.

Daniel was oblivious of Zoon's hatred towards her. He followed her around like a lost puppy.

Initially, he was inspired by her. He saw her as an idol because of her hard working and determined nature.

He was impressed because Zoon never used her father's power to attain success.
Daniel always thought that she was different than all other people around her.  She just wanted her father's love.

Her simplicity affected his heart. Slowly he craved for her attention and then that desire turned into one-sided love.

For him it was the most beautiful feeling that he had ever felt. He wanted to love her and make her happy even if she didn't care.

So,  Daniel's memories and love started to haunt Zoon after his death. She was unable to sleep even going to psychiatrist didn't help her at all.
She was lying on the bed trying to get some sleep when she heard some noise.

Someone knocked at her bedroom door which was impossible because she had locked the main entrance before going to sleep.

She got up slowly and held steel thermos in her hand to defend herself.
She carefully opened the door with one hand while holding thermos in another hand, but no one was there.

She might have hallucinated she thought while closing the door, but it was held back.
Suddenly, her phone rang. She picked up the call.
" Zooni, open the door. I want to talk to you.", someone said.

It was Daniel. How is this possible? He is dead.

" Listen to me, I am not scared of you. I know you are trying to pull a prank on me, but I am not affected. I don't know who you are.... I am warning you...It is not funny and if you ---", she tried to threaten whoever was on the call, but he started to laugh.

" Zooni, are you trying to scare me? How can I be afraid of you? I just want to talk to you.", Daniel.

" Stop spouting nonsense. Daniel is dead. You are just impersonating him. ", she said.

" You are looking good in purple frock. You know that purple is my favorite color, right?", Daniel.

" You must have installed cameras in my room. ", she said.

" You are so stubborn like always. Look behind you.", Daniel.

She turned her head but found nothing....

' It is all in your head...', she mumbled to herself.

IN THE PRISON:
Meanwhile, Gabe was staring at the prison walls. He had been arrested for conspiring against government and for threatening the sovereignty of his nation.

He was kept in central jail. Although his control over nation's politics didn't diminish at all. He even had some puppets who worked for him in the prison.

One of those puppets told him that his daughter was grieving. She wasn’t herself anymore. She hardly left her house.

Gabe got angry because he knew if there was someone who could help him and his party at this moment it was his daughter, but that useless girl was moping in her apartment.





CHAPTER (edited): 2
Zoon's head was still pounding but at last her eyelids opened. She realized that she was lying on her bed and all memories of last night were blurry.

 She laid down for a little while to remember what happened, when memories from last night popped into her mind. She was scared that she might have gone crazy.

She had to inform her psychiatrist about this but before that, Zoon had to go to university where she was recently recruited to conduct her PhD research.

After dressing up, Zoon headed towards bus stop to catch the bus which could directly drop her at the university but suddenly everything around her grew dark. Darkness blocked Sun's bright light then  it  slowly shrouded her surroundings.

Zoon frantically looked around and found herself in a secluded dark place. She couldn't see anything but she heard screams of little children and women, begging to spare their lives.

She tried to run away but it was useless.
" Zooni, did you hear that? Did you recognize those cries? Of course,
you did. After all, you are a smart woman."
It was Daniel's voice.
" Who are you? Listen to me, I am not scared of you.", she shouted.
" I know... Zooni. I know....", Daniel.
Before she could say anything, Zoon was transported back to the bus stop.
She frantically looked around but
didn't find anything unusual.
  She took deep breaths like her psychiatrist had suggested and got on the bus.
After sometime her phone rang.
" Hello...", she said.
" Hello, can I speak to Miss Zoon?", the woman said.
" Yeah, it is me. Who are you?", Zoon said.
" Hello, ma'am... I am calling from police station...", the woman.
" Is this regarding Daniel's case?", Zoon.

" Yes..." as soon as woman replied Zoon hung up without saying anything to her.

She was scared. She wondered if they found anything against her.
AT 2. P.M:
Zoon had to wait for an hour in the police station before a senior officer finally asked her to go inside a secluded room. It looked spooky with no windows and one light bulb. It made her anxious than she already was.
 It was difficult for her to wait in that dark room without feeling anxious.
After a while, lady officer entered to question her who looked strong; her brown hair was tied firmly in a bun and her black uniform looked prim and proper.
" Hello, how are you, Miss Zoon?", the officer said while smiling lightly.

" I am good. Why did you summon me here? ", Zoon asked.

" We know that you are scared since you are the one who gave us information regarding your father's conspiracy.


As we already said you don't have to worry no one will know about that...
We only want to know how did you acquire this information? ", the officer.

" Why? I told you that I don't want to get involved in this.

I already told you, I had no idea what my father was planning.
I do not take part in any of his political endeavours.", Zoon explained.
" We know, but Miss Zoon you have to understand that our country is in grave danger. Please co-operate." the officer.

In the end, Zoon gave up and told her about that day after which changed for worse.

13TH OF JUNE (ONE MONTH EARLIER):

It was raining heavily, Zoon had  decided to stay at her apartment and
enjoy a cup of warm coffee, alone without any interruption, when Daniel came knocking at her door.

Zoon got up and opened the door. She was surprised when she saw him...
Daniel was soaking wet. Rain was dripping from his hair, his blue t- shirt looked black because of all rain water which it had absorbed.
His brown skin was glistening and as usual he greeted Zoon with his cheeky smile.

" What are you doing here?", she asked Daniel.

" I just missed you. Can I come in?", Daniel as he folded his arms.

" No, go away I want to be alone.", she said.

" Zooni, you are always alone. I want to spend some time with you.", Daniel insisted.
" Don't call me Zooni. My name is Zoon...", she sneered.

" Ok, Miss Zoon. Can I come inside? It’s raining cats and dog. ", Daniel eagerly.

" You are an idiot. Why did you come here in this rainstorm?!    ", Zoon asked.
" Just let me in. You can scold me inside the apartment.", Daniel pleaded.

After contemplating for a while, she
said, " Ok but only for fifteen minutes."
" 30 minutes.", Daniel.
" 10 minutes", Zoon.
" 25 ...", Daniel.
" 5 minutes.", Zoon.
" 20 minutes. ", Daniel.
" Go away.", Zoon.
" I will.... But  there is something that I need to tell you.", Daniel in a serious tone.

At last, she allowed him to come inside after releasing a long sigh.
" Thank you.", Daniel said as Zoon handled him her grey towel.
" Tell me what happened?", Zoon.

" Could I get some coffee? I feel cold.", Daniel while trying to dry his hair with towel.
" Daniel, I swear if there is
nothing----", Zoon.
" Please...", Daniel interrupted her.
" Fine, I will bring you some coffee but promise me you will go away after that...", Zoon said after making a sour face.
" Can't promise that...", Daniel answered with a smile which made Zoon sigh.

AFTER SOMETIME:
Zoon brought him black coffee with some cookies.
" You know exactly what I like, don't you?", Daniel smiled.

" Stop irritating me and tell me what happened.", Zoon.
" Ok, but don't fret.... ", Daniel.
Daniel told her how Gabe was planning to murder the present Prime Minister, Jalal, his rival.

Jalal was president of Gabe’s party. He wanted to be a President. So, to fulfil his   greedy ambitions he decided to kill him. Actually he wanted Daniel to kill him.

" He wants you to murder him?! ", Zoon.

" Yeah, I don't know why he wants me to do such a thing.", Daniel.

" Seriously? You don’t know? ?! So, are you going to do it.", Zoom asked.
" I don't know; I am confused. That is why I came here...
Here is the Pen drive which has details about whole plan.", Daniel as he took red Pen drive out of his pocket.
" Why are you giving me this?", Zoon.
" Because I trust you Zoon. I trust that you will make right decision", Zoon.
Zoon knew her father.
She knew her father was trying to use Daniel to gain more power.
Daniel was not an idiot. Although he didn't know her father's true face; he had grown suspicious of Gabe recently.
Soon after he left, Zoon informed police about the plan and gave them pen drive as evidence.
But contrary to her expectations, things soon turned violent. People protested against illegal migrant.
They were ruthlessly killed, kidnapped and their houses were burnt.
It was suspected that illegal immigrants were trying to divide country.
On top of that, Gabe was arrested and police also issued warrant against Daniel.
Zoon knew Daniel hadn't done anything but out of envy and hatred, she told police that he was also involved in this. She lied that she stole pen drive from his apartment after he told her about his plan.
Daniel tried to contact her, hoping she would help him. He didn't want to accept the fact that she was the one who had accused him falsely but she completely avoided him.

As a result, Daniel felt helpless. He felt like he was all alone in this cruel world.
He knew his life was over.
Moreover, because of him many innocent people were killed. Thus, he chose to end his life.
He realized that his love and trust for Zoon had killed him. Unfortunately, even after this he couldn't help it because after all this he still loved her.

Present Day:
Karma made Zoon pay back. She hadn’t slept for even a little after that incident. Today's incident had triggered unwanted memories in her mind.
Daniel's innocent face appeared in her mind. 


She was evil. She deserved all the hatred and suffering of this world. After all, she was Gabe's daughter who used people ruthlessly for his own gain.
Once upon a time, she hated Gabe for being ruthlessly evil.  Ironically, she had become a monster, just like him.

Chapter 3:
It was autumn, trees had fallen from the trees. Zoon could hear crunching sound of brown leaves under her feet as she rushed towards her apartment.

Her psychiatrist confirmed her suspicions, she was hallucinating and if she was not cured, her abnormality could lead to something worse like bipolar disorder.
She had to cure herself if she wanted to live a normal life.
Zoon always wanted to have a normal. She wanted to have a family who would care for her but now it was not possible.
AT THE APARTMENT:
Zoon changed her clothes. Her legs were aching due to pain. It was difficult for her to manage everything on her own. After all, she lived like a princess. She had servants to cook for her, wash her clothes etc but now she was all alone in this cold empty apartment.

To divert her attention, Zoon turned on her TV. She decided to watch the news.

All of a sudden, the news channel started to show news about her father's party.
After her father's arrest, party faced lots of chaos.
The power imbalance created division in  the party; now there were two factions : those who wanted to support Gabe and those who wanted to oppose him.
She felt troubled. So she decided to turn off TV and lie down on the bed.
After Zoon fell asleep, someone slowly climbed on the bed and caressed her cheeks with his cold hands.
" Why did you do it, Zooni? "
" Why didn't you understand that I love you? "
" We were supposed to live happily together."
For a moment, Zoon felt like someone was trying to strangle her.... But then someone whispered:
" SOMETIMES, I JUST WISH I COULD KILLYOU ZOON."
Zoon gasped, desperately trying to breath.
IN THE PRISON:
Gabe was still in the jail. It had been 60 days since he was imprisoned.  After a long time, he had finally managed to split his party.
He was right, humans are stupid. One could easily manipulate them and they won't even realise.
There was still one problem, he was unable to get information about the person who leaked evidences about his plan. He knew that Daniel had something to do with it.

After all, that idiot was entrusted with pen Drive but there was someone else who blamed Daniel for the conspiracy. He just had to find out who that person was. 
The pen- drive held secret information about government and PM which was only accessible to high officials like him. He was stupid to entrust Daniel with such information.                     
IN THE MORNING:
Zoon got up to go to the university... Her head was throbbing. She had not slept properly last night.
Someone called her. It was Shaan, he was one of her father's loyal dog who blindly followed him like an idiot. 

" Hello.", Zoom said.

" Hey...", Shaan.
" What do you want?", Zoon.
" Why are you so rude? Anyway, your father wants you to help him.", Shaan sighed.

" Well, I don't want to help him so goodbye.", Zoon retorted.


" You are very ungrateful. You are already over 30 years old Zoon. When are you going to grow up?", Shaan.


" I KNOW THAT I AM HEARTLESS...AFTER ALL I AM YOUR MASTER'S DAUGHTER!", Zoon spat and hung up.

She just wanted to lock herself in the room, without facing anyone. It was not possible anymore. In fact, it was her own fault for getting involved in this mess.

AFTER AN HOUR:
Zoon was in the university. She had to visit the university almost every day. Her university was strict regarding attendance.

She looked around. The university looked beautiful. Each season only revived its exotic features.
After meeting her guide, she decided to visit university library.  She was unable to focus on her   own research at the apartment because of Daniel.

University library looked so beautiful and serene.  Zoon liked to spend time in the library. Smell of wooden furniture and books enticed her.

Before Zoon could go inside the library she kept her belongings  in the separate room.
She saw that large group of scholars gathered around universities main office which was near library.
They were all protesting against   government over all the atrocities that illegal immigrants faced.

Zoon immediately knew they were all illegal migrants. It was evident from their facial features.
Illegal immigrants had different facial features as compared to natives.
Daniel was once among them. In fact, he started nationwide agitation against government for cutting off their stipends but in the end he was unable to do anything.

Zoon's anxiety grew. She felt sharp pain in her chest. She could hardly breath.
Suddenly, someone appeared before her and tried to comfort her. 
" It is alright, Zooni."
" Everything will be fine. You are not alone anymore. It is alright. Shh shh..."

It was Daniel. He was comforting her. Why?.... After all she had done.

When he was alive, he always helped her. Even when she went against her father's wishes and left home.

Zoon always thought that he was just trying to manipulate her so as to use her like everyone else.

After all, no one ever loved her other than her mother.  Not even her own father. If that was true then why was Daniel comforting her even after his death?

Zoon couldn't think of anything else everything before everything in her eyes went dark. She fainted and fell on the hard wooden floor.
AFTER A WHILE:
Zoon woke up and found herself in the hospital. She had a panic attack.
As soon as she woke up, she tried to get up and leave but doctor stopped her from doing so...He advised her to stay at hospital for that night.

Even though she was at the hospital she was unable to sleep. Daniel hadn't appeared before her which was weird because he always came torture her at night.

Then Zoon's mind started to make her feel worse:  she started thinking about Daniel.

If he was here, she would never be alone like this because he was always there for her.
Her heart felt so empty like some abyss.

Maybe, he loved her...When this idea popped into her mind she pushed it aside
because if it was true then she was not only a criminal but devil who deserved something worse than death.


That is why she decided to believe that he was evil just like her father because he had decided to work for him. 

Daniel watched her lying on the bed. He smiled at her. Realising, that least after his death he was starting to affect her.

CHAPTER: 4
Days passed by, before Zoon realized autumn had left to pave its way for harsh winter with its freezing temperature and snow.

Her hallucinations were getting worse day by day. She wanted to kill herself but was unable to do so because she was coward.

Among all these things, only her thesis could help her to escape from reality hence she concentrated on her research not because of obligations but because of her mental sanity.
Daniel watched her as she struggled. At times, he felt bad for her but then his hatred consumed him like  it had devoured Zoon's morality once.

He wanted to make her suffer but he was unable to do any serious harm because he still had soft spot for her.
It didn't mean that he had  forgiven her. He was still angry.  Sometimes, his anger converted into hatred and that hate compelled him to pull little pranks on his Zooni.
As per the routine, Daniel was about to pull one of his stunts when Zoon's phone rang.

“Hello.”, Zoon after she picked up her phone.
“What? How? Ok, I am coming right away.”, Zoon.


Her father's driver, Ranga, had called. Daniel's mother had got heart attack she was admitted to the hospital.
Without even thinking anything she rushed towards the hospital.
Chala, Daniel's mother, was an average woman who just wanted to live her life peacefully. She  wanted Daniel to become kind person. She didn't care if he was successful or not.
All Chala just wanted Daniel  to be a good human. Hence when she heard that he was involved  in a conspiracy to murder someone and then committed suicide, she was shattered. She didn't want to believe it.
Daniel's death  devoured her from inside. She was hanging by thin thread  until she was unable to take it anymore and had a heart attack.
Zoon didn't spend that much time with Chala but she still had fond childhood  memories of that humble woman.
Zoon  remembered how once when she  was very upset;  Chala had baked special chocolate cake for her.
“You should eat tasty things to uplift your mood, Miss Zoon.”, Chala had told her with compassion.
AT HOSPITAL:
When Zoon arrived at the hospital she was informed that Chala is serious. They had kept her in the ICU.
Zoon decided to stay at the hospital.
For once she was very concerned about somone else other than herself.
Daniel saw how she  cared about his mother. He was very confused. He  had thought that he  had finally understood Zoon  but apparently he didn't know her at all.
AFTER 14 HOURS:
In  morning,  Zoon was informed that Chala had  started to recover and she  finally conscious.
Hearing this incident, Zoon nervously entered ICU. Chala was lying on the bed. She looked so weak but at least she was alive.
Inspite of her weak state, Chala looked at Zoon and smiled.

“ How are you, Miss?", she asked.
“ I think I am the one who should ask this question. ”, Zoon with smile.
“ It has been so long.  I thought that I will finally be reunited with my baby.", Chala.
“ Don't say that, Chala.  The fact that you are alive means more than anything else to me.”, Zoon.

“ Really? I thought you were upset with me. Because you didn't come to meet me after Daniel's demise. ”, Chala.
“ No, I was unable to face you. After all--", Zoon was about to say more things but Chala interrupted her.
“ Don't worry Miss. I know you did what you had to do. I should have stopped him from getting involved in this mess but I was unable to do it.”, Chala.
Zoon felt bad. She wanted to tell her that it wasn't Daniel's fault but like always  she was unable to say anything.
After sometime, Shaan arrived at the hospital.
He looked like  every other guy with calm demeanor and serious expression, wearing dark blue suit,  but he was much more than that.
The guy had committed many  atrocities in just 20 years that no one could fathom and worst thing is  that he had done it  for Gabe.
Shaan was  Gabe's loyal dog.   For him Gabe's orders were like unbreakable laws which he couldn't defy. He worshipped him.
Zoon was always sick  of his behaviour but she was never interested to find out more about him.
“ Hello, Miss Chala. I hope you are feeling better.", Shaan as he kept white lilies on the table.
“ Why are you here? Did my father send you here to keep an eye on Chala?”, Zoon.
“ It is always such  a pleasure to meet you, Miss Zoon.”, Shaan.
“ Whatever... Hmm... Chala, I have to leave now. I will come check on you later. ”,  Zoon.
“ Ok, you should go. You must be tired. ”, Chala.
“ And don't worry about money. I have already paid bills.”, Zoon.
“ You shouldn't have.”, Chala.
“ No I had to ...”, Zoon.
‘  Believe me, I had to do this for my own conscience.' , Zoon said in her mind.
Before Zoon could leave, Shaan called her: “ Wait."
“ What do you want?", Zoon.

“ Boss asked me to give you this.”, Shaan as he gave her  a folded piece of paper.
“ What is this?", Zoon asked.
The paper was  neatly folded. It was evident that  Gabe had carefully handled the paper which was ironic because he never cared about  paper, pen or any other thing related to writing.
Zoon unfolded  the white paper and was shocked to find what her father had written:
“ My dear daughter. I am an idiot. All these months I was agitating my mind to find out about the person who was behind this conspiracy
and  compelled that idiot to commit suicide. I am an idiot, aren't I? I should have known that it was you.
It all makes sense now. You had him wrapped around your finger. My daughter is so talented.
Don't worry, I will see you soon and remember I love you,  my dear  daughter.”
There was no doubt that words written in the letter were jotted down by Gabe.
The   words were carefully chosen. Albeit Gabe hadn't threatened her directly  but she knew better than anyone else about what that letter meant.
It simply meant  THAT GABE KNEW EVERYTHING  AND ZOON WAS IN BIG TROUBLE.

Chapter: 5
Humans love freedom. We don't want anyone to control us. Maybe, that is why criminals are imprisoned because confinement is  the worst punishment any living being can receive.



So like any other person, Gabe was  sick of the prison and its  grey  walls. He just wanted to get out of there as soon as possible.

Yesterday, one of his informants   told him  that before committing suicide Daniel had visited Zoon because of this information Gabe realized that his own daughter who was  behind this mess.

As soon as he realized this, Gabe vowed to take revenge. It didn't matter even if  Zoon was his own daughter. He  had to take his revenge no matter what.
AS FOR ZOON:
After attending  workshop in the university Zoon decided  to  go to her father's house. 

When she reached home it was already dark. Sky was turning grey  and things were hardly visible.

Trees were as good as dead, leaves had fallen from the tree.  She could hear crunching of leaves under her feet as she walked on the pavement.

All of a sudden, Zoon realized that all brown leaves were almost perfectly arranged like someone  had carefully placed them in a certain pattern.

After looking carefully Zoon realized that leaves were pointing towards a certain direction. She followed these leaves   slowly. For some unknown reason her heart  began to beat thump loudly against the ribcage. She felt uneasy.


As soon as Zoon followed the leaves, she  reached  in front of the old wooden shed.

This wooden shed was constructed by Daniel himself.  He kept different kinds of things in this shed from his second-handed cycle to his important books.

Zoon tried to get inside the shed but she was unable to open the door. She tried to push it again and again but the door was firmly stuck.

Suddenly she heard some noise. It was as if someone was walking towards her. She  turned around but no one was there.

Zoon felt scared, she tried to runaway but she was frozen.  She couldn't move. The sound  was getting louder.
Because of darkness Zoon couldn't see properly but after a while, she realized that it was the silhouette of a man. 

The silhouette was getting closer. She closed her eyes because of helplessness as she couldn't move no matter how hard she tried. Suddenly, it felt like someone was caressing her cheeks.

She felt shivers all around her body. 
Someone whispered in her 
ear:
" How does it feel to be helpless, Zooni?"
IT WAS DANIEL.
Zoon concluded that her hallucinations were getting worse day by day as she passed away.


AFTER A LONG TIME, she opened her eyes to find out that she was in her old bedroom. She was lying on her bed. There were dry leaves scattered all around her.

It seemed like she got inside the house and forgot about it. She was getting crazy day by day.

She got up and checked her phone which was still in the coat of her pocket.

No one had called her. It wasn't like she was expecting anyone to call her
but some  part of her wished  to talk to someone as she felt lonely and scared.

Pushing aside her negative thoughts. She tried to focus on something else, right then  her stomach grumbled. She was very hungry.

Zoon entered  the kitchen  to get food
some food. But surprisingly, food was already  there waiting for her to eat it.
She got near the table and placed chair right before it.

She assumed that  servants had put it there. It was a nice gesture but she still had to heat it. When she tried to pick up the bowl to heat the food, she realized that it was hot.

She again   pushed aside all  ominous thoughts.  She assured herself that one of the servants might have heated the food and left it here after waiting for her.



Zoon was tired, she didn't want to think about anything else so she ate the food and washed the dishes.

Daniel watched her keenly  as she cleaned the dishes. He was sitting on  counter top made of exquisite granite and marble.



Daniel always loved to observe her even when even when he was alive. He always enjoyed to look at her when she was  laughing, working or concentrating on something.
Albeit  after his death he had to observe her for entirely different reasons.

As usual, sudden surge  of anger erupted in his heart and he  started to throw off utensils from the table one by one.

Zoon was terrified, she was unable to comprehend what was happening.  It was as if someone pushing them from the spot where she had kept them.

She couldn't take it anymore. She started shouting:

" Who the hell are you?! "
" What do want from me?!"
Then she started to cry.

" Just kill me,Daniel. Please... I want to die. Just kill me. I deserve to burn in hell."

She felt familiar pain in her heart. The pain which couldn't let her sleep, eat or even live properly.

It wasn't the actual pain. It was her guilt which had started to torture her and Zoon knew it.
Daniel looked at her with pity and empathy. He was also in pain. After all he couldn't bear to see her in pain.

He moved closer to her and tried to embrace her but he was unable to do that.
He could only caress her cheeks. Because at the end, he was just a ghost. He wasn't human anymore.

Daniel felt sad and empty. He couldn't hug Zoon but for some reason he was allowed to strangle her.

It was ironical and cruel because when he was alive he could never hurt her. Yet after his death, all he could do was hurt her or caress her lightly with cold fingers.

IN THE MORNING:
Zoon woke up. After crying whole night. She fell asleep in the morning hence she was feeling headache in her head. She was so tired but she had to get up.

After  washing up, she went downstairs. All the servants were happily having their breakfast but when Zoon arrived they stopped.

They all looked at her with shock,
" Ma'am, when did you arrive?", Sheila one of the servants blurted out.
Chapter: 6
Servants looked at Zoon with surprise. She looked terrible. She had been crying all night because of which her eyes were red and swollen.

Servants thought that Zoon was distressed because of her father's arrest. They felt bad for her.

" Ma'am, don't worry everything will be alright.", a servant.
" Yeah, we know Mr Gabe is an innocent man.", another servant.


Zoon smiled by herself if only they knew what kind of monster he was, they wouldn't be talking like that.
Zoon thought how clever and manipulative his father was. He had trained  his servants to serve  him like  faithful dogs.

" I am fine but why are you still here. Who knows when  will he be released?
No one is here to provide you salary. And there is no secret money in this house if that is what you are looking for.",  Zoon bluntly stated.

All servants looked at her  with pity. They thought that she was depressed and needed assurance from someone.

" Don't worry, Ma'am. We will stand by your side no matter what happens.", servants.

' How ironical? ' , Zoon thought. Most of the servants in this mansion were illegal immigrants but they were supporting that demon because  of whom  their community had to suffer.



" Just do whatever you want. But don't expect anything from me.", Zoon said.

" It is okay, ma'am. We won't expect anything from you. 
Come on. Have breakfast with us like old times?", Michelle, one of the old servants said.


Zoon used to eat with them when she was little. Back then  she often felt lonely  but
as she grew up her loneliness didn't bother her anymore but at at that moment she wanted to eat with someone.

"Okay, I want  Noon Chai and roti.", Zoon said.

" Okay, just wait for while.", Michelle said.

" So, what are you doing these days?", one servant asked.

" I am pursuing PHD in Political science. ", she told him.

" Really? That is good. What are you actually working on?", someone else asked.

" I am working on  NEW POLITICAL THEORIES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS ON MODERN SOCIETY. ", Zoon.

" Wow, you are amazing..."

" Yeah, she is...But Daniel was more amazing. If he hadn't died he would have become PHD doctor."

" That fool...Why did he commit suicide? He didn't even think about his own mother."

Daniel was listening to all this. They were right. He was a failure.
He had failed his mother. Because of him, she was now old,  helpless and lonely.

" Maybe, something happened to him that compelled him to do such an extreme thing.
I don't think we should judge him." Zoon.


Everyone looked at her with surprise because Zoon never cared about others.
She never tried to defend anyone before.

Even Daniel was surprised at first  but after a while he was  irritated,  because after all  he killed himself because of her.
Now even if she   defended him  what was the point.

She wasn't there for him when he needed her.

She was manipulative like her own father. He cursed himself for being unable to realise this before.
He was angry at himself but he was more  angry at Zoon.


AFTER A WHILE:
After finishing her breakfast Zoon went to her university. She had to meet her supervisor.



When Zoon arrived at university her supervisor wasn't there she went to library to pick up some. But before she could enter library she saw Zara.

Zara was her classmate. They studied in same college. There were uncanny similarities in Zara and Zoon's life.


Like Zara was also the daughter of a politician, her mother had died when she was little
but they were totally different in all other aspects like behaviour, attitude etc.


Albeit Zara liked to read books. She was more interested in real life  politics than bookish learning.

Her father was not that much influential in political sphere as he belonged to small regional party unlike Zoon's father 
but when Zara entered into politics at the age of 18, her father's influence increased exponentially.


Additionally, Zara was very clever. She knew how to take advantage of situation.

Now that  Gabe was in jail, she wanted to take advantage of this situation and
get indirectly involved in Gabe's party which seemed weak after its disintegration from the parent party.
" What are you doing here, Zoon? ", Zara.
" I am a scholar. Where else do you expect to find me?", Zoon.


" No, I didn't mean it like that. You know  your father was arrested--",
before Zara could say anything else Zoon interrupted her.

" I have no interest in politics and if dad is in jail. I am sure he will be out in no time.", Zoon.

" I am baffled by your positive attitude.", Zara.

" Whatever, I am leaving.", Zoon.


" WAIT, it has been a long time since we met. Why don't we go somewhere and catch up?", Zara.


" You won't gain anything from me, Zara. Why don't you mind your business and let me mind my own?",  Zoon hissed.


" You are hilarious. Anyway, if you want to talk you can call me anytime.", Zara as she handed over  her business card  to Zoon.

AT THE APARTMENT:
Zoon was sitting on her chair writing her thesis when she remembered Chala. After long contemplation she called her.

" Hello....", Zoon.
" Hey, how are you? ",  Chala.

"Again,  I am the one who should ask that. I am sorry I was unable to visit  but I will come to visit you as soon as possible.", Zoon.


" I will be waiting for you.",  Chala.

" Are you feeling well now?", Zoon.


" IT IS FUNNY. HOW YOU TRY TO MAKE YOURSELF FEEL BETTER, ZOONI..." someone whispered.

" Chala...?" Zoon.

" No, I am not Chala. Guess who I am?", somone hissed.

" Hello....Daniel?", Zoon stuttered.

" Wow, you recognised me. What an honour!", Daniel chuckled.

" Hello, hello...Miss Zoon." Chala.

" Hello, Chala.", Zoon.


" What happened? I thought phone was disconnected.", Chala.
" Nothing...I will call you later. Bye...", Zoon.

" Bye...", Chala.
As soon as Chala hung up. Zoon looked around.

She wasn't afraid anymore. Hence she got up and started to look around.
" Where are you? Come out...", Zoon.


" RIGHT BEHIND YOU.", someone whispered in her ear.

Zoon turned around but no one was there.

" You are a coward Daniel. You always were.", Zoon shouted in anger.


As a result, someone pushed Zoon on the floor and dragged her when  she  fell on the cold marble floor.


Zoon felt intense pain from the impact. Her head was bleeding as she was dragged by the Daniel.
CHAPTER : 7

When Zoon was pushed on the floor, she thought she might pass out but unfortunately she was conscious but unable to do anything. She felt extremely weak as  she was dragged on the floor.

She was in pain. Tears started to roll down  her face as she whimpered in agony.


" Leave me alone Daniel or just kill me already. ", Zoon.

Daniel stopped and turned towards her. For the first time in months  Zoon saw his face.

He looked nothing different from the Daniel who was alive but Zoon was extremely scared of him.
His eyes were red with anger and his mouth was tightly clenched  as he released her leg and came closer to her.



" You are not going to die. I will make sure that you live  long and painful life, Zoon.", Daniel as he bent down.


" I am sorry. I didn't mean to hurt you....", Zoon.

" Shhh.......Don't say anything else Zooni which will make me more angry than I already am.", Daniel.

Helpless and scared, Zoon cried loudly until she passed out.


When Zoon passed out, Daniel felt scared.
His anger  towards Zoon subsided. Now he felt guilty for hurting her.

He tried to get help from somewhere but he was unable to do
it. After all, only Zoon could see him.

AFTER SOMETIME:



Sturdy looking middle aged man reached near Zoon's apartment.
He was secretary of the society where Zoon lived came to collect fee for maintenance.
He knocked the door lightly.

Daniel heard it.... He got up and opened the door.


The secretary was surprised because no one was standing there.
'Who opened the door', he wondered but before he could   think of anything else he saw Zoon lying on the floor.


Blood was spilling from the back of her head on  white floor. She looked pale and lifeless.

He immediately called an  ambulance. Zoon was quickly  taken to the hospital.


Daniel followed her. He felt sad for hurting her . He didn't know what to do anymore.
IN THE JAIL:
Gabe was  eating stale prison food. He wanted to throw it  out.  He was suffering because of that stupid boy, Sam and his own daughter.


He should have killed that girl when she was in her mother's womb.

He had fulfilled all his duties as a father. He didn't even marry someone else for her but all he got in return   was humiliation and deceit.

That is why his daughter must suffer because of what she had done.


All of a sudden, someone entered Gabe's prison.

It was a police officer from special task force. He took Gabe to a special cell for interrogation.


Police was informed about Zoon's accident. They began to investigate the incident.  

After examinations, it was confirmed that Zoon's  head was badly injured. She  was in ICU which meant that she was in serious condition.


It was assumed that  someone had injured  or even tried to kill her.



After many hours of contemplation and based on  the fact that Gabe still had the ability
  to control his party  form inside the  prison, police concluded that Gabe must be related to this incident.


" Gabe your daughter is in hospital.", the officer said.

" Really... Why?", Gabe asked.

Officer tried to decipher his reaction.
As expected, Gabe was not worried about her.
He only looked little bit surprised.

" Gabe, don't act innocent. We know that  you have something to do with  this.", officer.

" Really? Why would I do something like that? And how is she? Is she badly injured?", Gabe, pretending to be concerned.



"Mr Gabe, stop this nonsense. Tell me...How did you do it?
How are you  giving orders to do something like this from the prison?", officer.


" Look, I am here, in the prison. How can I do it? And if you are suspecting something like this,
it seems like you don't have trust on your own prison security.", Gabe slyly.

" Alright, now SIT ( Special investigative task)
will investigate this case as soon as possible....", the officer announced.


IN THE HOSPITAL:

Daniel was observing Zoon. She was silently lying on the hospital bed with oxygen mask.

He couldn't believe it, he was turning into a monster.
He had almost killed Zooni, someone who was once everything for him.


He didn't know what he was feeling anymore.
It was like there was a void in his heart which was growing more and more with time.
Daniel looked at Zoon with  pity but his heart had no room for sympathy.
Not when thousands of illegal immigrants were killed, not when his own mother was helplessly suffering in the hospital.



Then his anger resurfaced once agin. Maybe, he should have killed her.


After all, she deserved to burn in hell but for some reason he couldn't do it


Even after all the  anger and frustration, his heart still melted when he looked at her.


She had to stay alive. Otherwise, he would be lost. Without her he was nothing. No one would be able  to find him.

As for Zoon, she was living in her own world. She was dreaming about her childhood...


She was living in the world where she was   12 years old and Daniel was eight years of old. They were playing hide and seek.

Chala had requested Zoon to play with him at that time. She reluctantly agreed because she respected her.


" Go hide somewhere I will find you.", Zoon told Daniel.


" Okay Zooni but you have to close your eyes first.", Daniel told her.


As he was five years younger than Zoon he had to  look up and bend his neck to look at Zoon.


" DON'T CALL ME THAT.", Zoon spat.

Ignoring her, Daniel went to hide.

Zoon tried to find him. He was nowhere to be found.
Hence she assumed that he must have left.
She went inside the house to do her homework.


AFTER A WHILE:
Chala knocked on Zoon's bedroom door.
When Zoon opened the door, she found that Chala was crying.


" Ma'am, have you seen Daniel. I can't find him anywhere.", Chala.



Seeing her cry, Zoon was worried. She searched everywhere for Daniel but he was nowhere to be found.


All of a sudden,  Zoon thought to check the wooden shed where he spent most if his time.


When Zoon opened the door, she found that little Daniel was sleeping on the floor.


His small hands were curled into fists, his long lashes fell on his cheeks, his chest rising up and down. He looked peaceful.


It was one of  the rare moments    when she didn't hate him.


CHAPTER 8
After one week, Zoon was still lying unconscious on her ICU bed.

Daniel   started to miss her. He wanted to see her alive and miserable, not lifeless like a corpse.


He started to recall his childhood memories when Zoon was not that cruel. She loved to eat cakes and dress up like any other girl. He loved her innocent smile which lit his   world. He always loved to be near her.


When he was 10, once he even sneaked into her bedroom in the morning while she was still sleeping.   No, Daniel was not a creepy.  He had just realized that if he didn't wake   her up, she will be late for school.
Chapter : 9
Daniel was patiently waiting for Zoon to wake up. He wasn't even sure if she will ever wake up from coma.

On the other hand, Zara was getting impatient because if Zoon didn't wake up. All her so-called efforts will be wasted.

Moreover, she had to know who tried to kill Zoon. In order to plan her next move.

She called one of the SIT officers who was working for her to get information about the interrogations which were conducted on Gabe.

"Hello, how are you officer?", Zara.

"I am fine. You called me because you want to know about that politician, Gabe, don't you?", officer.

"Yeah, sort of", Zara.

"Ok... But we were not able to get any important information from him. No matter how much we asked he repeatedly said that he wasn't involved.", officer.

"Now what...?", Zara.

"There is nothing we can do since he is such an important personality but from all our recent investigations, we have found that Gabe had channels via which he communicated with some men which work under him.", officer.

"Was someone detained for helping Gabe?", Zara.

"Yeah, two police officers along with a jailer.", officer.

"Ok, thanks officer. I will talk to you later.", Zara.

"Ok, thanks. See you soon.", officer politely as he hung up.

By investigating various aspects of the Gabe's political career, officers knew that Gabe was still controlling country's politics from inside, but they were still unable to track down his whole network.

Gabe was restlessly waiting inside his cell. He wanted to be free. He had to plan something in order to get out as soon as possible.

"I want to contact my lawyer.", Gabe.

"People who are under SIT investigation have no right to contact any kind of lawyer.", officer.

"I know but National House (parliament) Members are given special privileges in this regard. Article 130 of our constitution says that all members of National house are entitled to consult their lawyers. No matter what...", Gabe said.

"Alright, but we don't think you will get away with this. Gabe, right now you are in big trouble.", officer.

IN THE HOSPITAL:

 Zoon was peacefully lying on the hospital bed. It had been two weeks since she was in coma. Doctors were uncertain about her condition.

Daniel was still observing her keenly. He felt awful and anxious.


  He felt so lonely without Zoon. Without her, he felt aimless and meaningless. Only Zoon could see him. Otherwise, he was hopeless like any other non-living thing.

Right then, Zoon moved her finger. Daniel quickly noticed her movement. After a while one of the nurses noticed her moments as well. She immediately called doctors.

Daniel was so happy. As doctors had predicted, she might open her eyes soon.
 Next day Zoon opened her eyes. Then she slowly began to move her lip and mumbled in low voice.

Most of the patients forget about their accident but Zoon vividly remembered how Daniel tortured her. She was so scared when she saw that he was standing near the bed.
"Don't worry, I won't hurt you anymore.", Daniel assured her.

She didn't say anything to him. At the moment she wasn't sure if he was actually Daniel or just her hallucination. But she hoped it was latter.

"Doctor is it normal to hallucinate after coming out of coma?", she asked.

"Why? Are you hallucinating? If it is anything let me know. I can help you.", doctor asked.

In response, she just shook her head.

Daniel chuckled at this.
"You still think you are hallucinating, and I am not real ?", Daniel asked.

She just stared at him quietly.

"What are you looking at?", doctor.

"Nothing,  I was just thinking about something.", she replied.

Doctor was not convinced. He grew suspicious of her weird behaviour but didn't say anything in response.

After a while, Chala and other servants came to visit her. But since they were in many numbers. Only few of them were allowed to enter the hospital at a time.

"Oh, my little lady. What happened to you?", Chala.

"Instead of visiting you at the hospital. I am the one who ended up in the hospital.", Zoon replied with the sweet smile.

"Oh, young lady. No one told me about the accident. Last night, when I opened the news channel, I saw that you were in coma. I tried to reach the hospital but was unable to do so....", Chala.

" It's okay I am alright now. I woke up few days ago. I guess no one knows that I am awake.", Zoon interrupted her.

"Yeah, no one does.", Chala sighed.

"Stay here with me Chala, I need you.", Zoon.

Daniel laughed at Zoon's statement.
He knew that Zoon wanted his mother to be near her because she knew that Daniel wouldn't dare to harm her in front of his mother.

"You are clever, aren't you?", Daniel smirked. 

Zoon ignored him and continued to talk others who had come to visit her. 

Zoon felt agitated. She knew that they were only here because of her father.

All of a sudden someone knocked at the door. Zoon looked towards the door to find Zara leaning against the glass door.

"Can I come in?", Zara as she entered Zoon's ward.

When Zara arrived, all the servants including Chala left her ward. Zoon was reading newspaper.
"Come in...", Zoon said.

"How are you?", Zara asked.

"I am better. Doctor told me young woman of my age consistently came here to visit me. I was wondering who it could be.", Zoon told her curtly.

She exactly knew what Zara wanted from her. Zara was not a kind person she only cared about those who were useful for her.


"Glad to see you that are back to your old self, Zooni.", Zara.
As soon as  Zara called her 'Zooni', Zoon was angry but she controlled herself.

"Don't call me that....", Zoon spat.

"Relax I was just joking. By the way, I informed your university about the accident. They gave you formal leave so you can relax.", Zara.
"What do you want?", Zoon.
"Why are always so hostile?", Zara.
"Because I know what kind of person you exactly are...", Zoon.

"Ok, then let me tell you a story. Once there was a little sparrow whose nest was destroyed. He was forced to migrate along with his mother to eagle's nest as the eagle seemed very nice.
Albeit they didn't know that the bloodthirsty eagle was very sharp, and he hunted birds like him day and night. But here is the real twist. The eagle had a small daughter, little bird fell in love with that bird.
Days passed by, they   lived together in that eagle's nest happily along with others.  Little eagle and sparrow grew up. Then one day out of hungry  little eagle who was now grown gobbled sparrow alive.
So, what do you think about the story, Zooni?", Zara.
Chapter:9
Zoon realized there was something off about Zara's story. In worst case scenario, she knew about how Zoon had falsely accused Daniel.


" What do you mean?", Zoon.

Actually, she was scared. She didn't know how to react.  


" I don't know... You tell me Zoon. How did you ruin Daniel's life? Even after what he did for you... Are you sure you don't know what I am talking about?", Zara.


This caught her off guard Zoom looked at Zara with fear.

" Zara, I don't know what you are talking about. So, I think you should just leave.", Zoon.

" I am not sure if you should say this to someone who visited you daily while you were in coma, Zoon.

"Anyway, I don't want to discuss how ungrateful you are. I just wanted to inform you that what happened to you can happen again Zoon. You are already involved in this political game.
So don't try to avoid it.", Zara.

" Get out Zara. I don't want to be part of any of your games.", Zoon sneered.

" Alright....Let us see how you can ignore me?", Zara.

" Get out...!", Zoon.

Daniel was watching all of this. Although he didn't want to hurt Zoon anymore, he was happy that someone else knows about his truth.

" You know, Zoon. I think she is right. You can't run away from this. You are already involved in this.", Daniel.

She looked at him with apprehension which made Daniel smile.

" You will solve what you started, Zooni. And I will make sure you do that.", Daniel asserted.

Daniel's statement terrified Zoon, she wanted to hide somewhere
far away from all this mess. But she couldn't because she knew that Daniel will always find her no matter where she went.

" What are you looking at?", Zara pointed out. 

" Why are you still here?", Zoon retorted.

" Fine, I will go for now but here is my card. Contact me when you are ready to accept the reality.", Zara.

Amidst all this nation's political atmosphere was changing. Whole nation was eerily quiet. As if it was waiting for new storm.

Politicians had decided to leave illegal migrants alone for now as recent genocide had grabbed the attention of international audience. 
Meidi's situation was on the headlines all over the world.

The nation heavily relied on developed nations for its development so if it was found that there was humanitarian crisis in the nation it could lose many of its international investments. 


However, everyone knew that illegal migrants were no longer safe in Meidi. Sooner or later, they will be thrown out of the nation.

Gabe was transferred from SITs special center to central jail after his lawyer Sasha pointed out that he was illegally detained by the SIT.                                         


Gabe was again locked in his old cell. He could feel cold air brushing against his body.  There were no proper arrangements for winter in jail.


It was obvious because prisons were funded by government. In a nation where even, normal citizens didn't have access to minimum facilities of life. It was obvious
that prisoners had to suffer more.


Gabe wondered if his daughter was still alive because he wanted to kill her himself with his own hands. He hated her more than anyone and he desired to torment her.

His lawyer Sasha had already assured him that he will be out soon. 

He just had to wait patiently for some time.

" Come out, Gabe. All prisoners have to do their job.", jailer.

" I am only accused not officially guilty.", Gabe argued.


" It doesn't matter.  You have to follow the rules.", jailer.


" I am held in the prison without any trail and now they want me to do all the chores that prisoners do. I will remember this and make sure that you will all pay for what you are doing.", Gabe shouted.

" We will see... Now come out and start doing your job.", Jailer.
 
Outside world was also filled with drama.

News channels and internet was filled with useless debates about Zoon and Gabe. That is why when Zoon opened her phone, she found all of the useless debates.


" Close your phone. You need to rest.", Daniel said as he sat on the bed besides her.

As usual Zoon didn't say anything to him. She continued to search for news on the phone. Thanks to the internet she found how Gabe was interrogated because of what happened to her.

She smiled because of the irony.

" Why are you smiling like her?", Daniel asked her.

She turned her head towards him and found that he was lying on the bed. 

" You are too close.", Zoon whispered.

Surprised that she is talking to him, Daniel moved his head away from her and got up from the bed.
" I thought you will never talk to me again.", Daniel said.

Zoon looked at him with frown.


" I don't know if you are real or just a hallucination. I think I am going crazy. ", Zoon told him.

" Then how did I hurt you? ", Daniel asked.

" Maybe, I am hurting myself and then hallucinating that your ghost did it.", Zoon replied.


" I threw you on the floor. You couldn't do that to yourself.", Daniel flinched while stating what he did to Zoon.
He regretted what he did to her.

Zoon closed her eyes in exasperation then she opened it once again to find Daniel smiling at her.


" I like how frustrated you are.", Daniel.

All of a sudden, some nurse wearing white uniform asked her:" Miss Zoon, who are you talking with?"

" I am talking to myself. I tend to do that when I am alone.", Zoon.

" Don't do that. You scared me.", Nurse sighed.

" I am sorry for scaring you.", Zoon replied.


AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE:
All-important political figures were gathered to discuss important matters regarding recent events at presidential palace. It was situated in the heart of Meidi's capital city, Chura chu.


" All of this wouldn't have happened if previous government had stopped the influx of illegal migrants into our country.", one minister said.

" Oh yeah but it wasn't like we could have stopped them from coming here when they were facing genocide in their own country. ", one parliament member from opposition replied.

" Don't make excuses... You ruled
Meidi for ten years consecutively and now we have to pay for your stupid actions.", the minister.


" Ok, let us say we are at fault. So, what about now? Isn't your party in power? Why is our country still in chaos?", The leader of opposition asked.

" Enough!... We are all here to discuss important issues about our nation. We aren't here to point fingers at each other.", Prime minister said.



Chapter 11
At the presidential palace:
"I think we have to decide what we should do about those illegal migrants.", Jalal, the Prime minister asserted.
 Unlike other politicians present in the 'Presidential palace'; he was oozing power and confidence. He deserved to be ' The Head of Government'.
" There is no other way. We have to deport them one by one.", one minister suggested.
" What you are saying is not logical at all...We can't simply grab them one by one and deport them back to that hell hole where they came from.", President retorted.
In Meidi, President didn't hold that much power. Prime Minister was the supreme leader and actual head of the government while President was just a nominal head who had to work on the advice of Prime Minister.
" Then what do you suggest? It is not like our country can afford to look after illegal migrants. We are just another third world country." Jalal shrugged.
" Yeah, you are right...", Leader of opposition answered.
At last, it was unanimously decided that deportation of illegal migrants was important for the future of the country.
Among all those leaders one of the politicians was an illegal migrant, Gulaam. He was sent by Zara to represent her party because he was an important leader of illegal migrants.
When Gulaam looked around he found only selfish and cruel humans who wanted to throw his people away. He had to something otherwise he would be in huge trouble.
" Can I say something?", Gulaam stated.
" Yes, go on.", Jalal replied.
" I understand that Meidi can't afford to take illegal migrants. But some of them have been living here for so many years.
So, you can make a rule about the deportation of illegal immigrants; like only those who are living here for less than fourteen years should be deported.", Gulam.
" No, that will be too lenient... Besides most illegal immigrants have lived here for more than twenty years.", one minister pointed out.
" But there are many illegal immigrants who have worked for the betterment of this country. Many of us are scholars, scientists, doctors and much more.", Gulam refuted.
" Oh, you don't have to worry  we can make an exception for individuals like you Gulam.", Jalal.
Gulam thanked God that at least he was safe. 
He knew he was being selfish but right now whole population of illegal immigrants was targeted. So, it was each man for himself. 
" I think we should consider this idea because at the end of the day we are all humans. But if you have problem, number of years can be changed from 14 to 20 years.", President told Jalal.
" I think it is a viable option. We can easily make a law that those illegal immigrants who have lived here for less than 20 years shall be deported.", Jalal said.
" Yeah, actually that will be more humane; we can have that kind of rule.", the leader of opposition agreed. 
" Then we will discuss with other legislatives and executives about formulation of this law.", Jalal.
" Yeah, that will be for the best.", President.
Although President wasn't a kind and holy person but unlike other politicians, he wasn't actively part of any political activities which saved him from party politics.
In other words, he held more sympathy towards people. Political world hadn't tainted his heart that deeply.
Anyway, as soon as the news got out about government's decision. Nation was in chaos. Everyone felt uncertainty and distress.
Zara was also confused what to do. Large number of people who supported her were illegal immigrants. She had to do something otherwise she would lose her support.
" Gulaam, what were you doing? I thought I sent you there to do something useful.", Zara spat.
" I am sorry, ma'am but I could not do anything else. At least they are not thinking about deporting all of us.", Gulaam asserted nervously.
" We have to do something, Gulaam. Otherwise, both of us will be in big trouble.", Zara.

Daniel also heard about this law. He was worried about his people. 
" Zooni, did you hear it? They are going to hunt my people and send them back like wild animals.", Daniel.
" Yeah, but I knew this was going to happen. I am sure you also knew about it, and   I don't think it is wrong... It is a practical solution.", Zoon.
" A practical solution? Zooni, they will be massacred in that country once again. People there hate us... They will kill all of us...", Daniel grieved.
" I can't do anything Daniel. What do you want me to do, huh? What exactly do you want?!", Zoon shouted.
" Zooni, help them. Jabars are still migrating to Meidi because none of us feel in that country. " Daniel.
" Your mother will be safe, Daniel. She has been living here for more than twenty years. What more do you want?!", Zoon shouted once again.
Suddenly, some nurse entered to check on Zoon.
" What happened, Ma'am? Why are you shouting?", nurse asked.
" Oh, I am sorry. I was talking to someone on my phone. I won't shout again.", Zoon.
" Ma'am, are you sure nothing is wrong with you?", nurse with concerned look.
" Yeah, I am fine. Don't worry about me...", Zoon.
When nurse left, Zoon looked at Daniel once again.
" I thought you can change Zooni but I was wrong. You don't care about anyone else. You are heartless like your own father, Zoon.", Daniel hissed.
Zoon didn't know what to say. She just looked at him painful eyes. He was right... She is like her father.
PRIME MINISTERS RESIDENCE:
Jalal was keenly looking outside the grandiose window of his palace which showed beautiful view of the city.
 He was middle aged man with slim body and grey hear. Many people had told him that he aged like a fine wine.
But only he knew how much he had degraded as a human being.
His face contorted at this thought. 
He didn't even remember how many lives he had ruined to attain the power which he bore but it was never enough. He always wanted more. His greed was never fulfilled.
" Sir, I think you should rest for a while.", Zeher, his Personal secretary said.
" What happened to Gabe?", Jalal asked.
" He was released from SIT's custody. He is in central jail, sir.", Zeher.
" Oh, no one knows how much I hate that man and his daughter. I am sure that Daniel was manipulated by those two monsters.", Jalal.
" We can't make assumptions, sir. Besides, Zoon was the one who informed how he was planning to kill you.", the assistant.
" I don't trust his daughter, Zeher. I am quite sure those two are up to something. Especially after that strange incident where Zoon was almost killed.", Jalal.
" That is why you stopped Home Minister from providing her any kind of protection, right?", Zeher.
'' I had to... I want Gabe, to kill his own daughter, Zeher. I don't want to kill that girl by myself. '', Jalal.
''I don't understand why you hate that girl?'' Zeher asked.
Jalal glared at him which meant he did not want to talk about it.

Chapter 12
Jalal knew Gabe from high school. They were not close, but Gabe always treated him like a competitor. So, they never liked each other. However, at times they had to pretend like they were friends in front of everyone.
Jalal knew that Gabe was very vicious. That is why he was surprised when he fell in love with Zehra, Zoon's mother.
Jalal knew that Zehra affected Gabe immensely. She didn't let him go astray. Albeit Jalal was never personally close with Gabe. He was close to Zehra. She was Jalal's good friend.  
In fact, Zehra was Jalal's first love. But he never said anything to her because he knew that she liked Gabe. At first, he felt sad, but after a while he was happy for Zehra as she lived a blissful life with Gabe.
He even let Gabe join his Political party because of Zehra but that cunning man transformed into vicious snake as soon as Zehra died and started spewing venom as soon as he got chance.
In order to gain power, Gabe ruthlessly divided Jalal's Political party which he had created after immense hard work.
Jalal spent his time, money and youth to create this Party because he always wanted to become a statesman in order to serve people. 
Although political world changed him completely, like other politicians in order to become a leader he had to sacrifice his morality, integrity and principles. Therefore, there was one thing which Jalal held dear more than anything in this world:  It was his Party.
That is why when Gabe tried to mess with his Party. He started to hate him with vigor.
Jalal knew that Gabe had something to do with Daniel's suicide. His suspicions were confirmed after Zoon reported against her father.
After that Jalal knew that Zoon and Gabe did not go along. 
Now he just had to make sure that they destroy each other for good. While he watched from sidelines.
IN  THE HOSPITAL:
Zoon was discharged from the hospital. She completed all of her formalities alone.
But before she could leave the hospital, police arrived.
She had expected that police would come to question her about the incident, but they never came. So, she thought that no one would ever inquire her about the incident since she did not file a case against anyone.
" Hello, Miss Zoon. Would you like to come to the police station? We need to ask you some questions.", officer.
" Aren't you guys late? ", Zoon asked suspiciously.
" We know but we had to work on several cases, Ma'am. I hope you would understand.", officer.
Zoon knew that all the police in country worked under Central government. She easily guessed what was happening.
Government didn't care about her because she was Gabe's daughter. She smiled at her dire situation. No one in this world wanted her to survive anymore.
Zoon looked turned her neck to look for Daniel one last time before getting into police car.
Daniel hadn't appeared before her since yesterday. He was upset with her. It was funny how she was dependent on an apparition.
IN THE POLICE STATION:
" Who tried to harm you, Miss Zoon?", Police officer.
" I don't know I didn't see his face.", Zoon lied.
" Was he wearing something to cover his face?", Police officer.
" Yeah, he was wearing black mask.", Zoon.
" Anything else that you would like to share?", police officer.
" Yeah, he barged into my apartment and pushed me forcefully on the floor.", Zoon.
" Ok, did he try to kill you?", police officer.
Zoon noticed that none of the officers looked serious. They didn't want to help her. It was just a formality. Thus, she decided to mess with them.
" Aren't you guys investigating my father? I think you should already know who can trying to kill me?", Zoon.
" Yeah, we tried to, but we couldn't get anything against him. Even SIT failed to find anything against your father.", officer.
  " It's strange. I definitely think that my father is involved in this. After all, kidnapper shouted something about illegal immigrants. ", Zoon.
" What do you mean?", officer.
" Come on you know what I mean. There is only one person who messes with illegal immigrants for his own gain. It is my father. I think he is planning something against them.", Zoon.
 The officer questioning her looked at her confusedly. 
Zoon was very amused to see officer's face. He immediately called his seniors to inform them about his findings.
Among all police officers one of them called Zehra to inform her about Zoon's strange statement.
ZARA'S OFFICE:
" What do you think, Gulam?", Zara.
" I think she is lying.", Gulam.
" Why?", Zara.
" Because no one is stupid enough in this sensitive situation to do something reckless like this especially after police found how he was controlling people behind the bars.", Gulam.
" What if there is someone else? Someone who is trying to create an opportunity for himself in this messy situation.", Zara.
" Maybe ...but it is not Gabe.", Gulam.
" Yeah, it can't be him. Zoon is trying to falsely accuse him.", Zara.
" Wow, they really hate each other, don't they?", Gulam.
" That is politics for you. It can turn you into snake who even eats its own children after they are born.", Zara.
Everyone tried to deduce different things due to Zoon's statement. Some people even assumed that she had planned this incident herself in order to accuse her father.
Zoon enjoyed the confusion. It was very intriguing for her to see how easily people can be manipulated.
IN THE PRISON:
Gabe was informed about how Zoon tried to blame everything on him. 
He knew what it meant.
It meant that his daughter was challenging him. She wasn't scared of him anymore.
Now official war had begun between Zoon and Gabe.
After few days, Zoon called Zara. She wanted to talk to her. After thinking properly Zoon found that at this point of time only Zara was trying to help illegal immigrants for some reason.
She had to know what Zara was planning to do. Perhaps it was because Daniel's angry outbursts that Zoon wanted to help them. She was experiencing remorse first time in her life.
After all, most of the illegal immigrants were killed because of her.
Zara told Zoon to meet her at her party's office as soon as possible. Zoon eagerly agreed to meet her at the office.
On the other hand, Gabe was released. Jalal had decided to change his strategy and use Gabe in order to deal with illegal migrants.
When Gabe was released, he felt like whole world was in his palm; once again.
All of his supporters were there to welcome him with gifts and garlands.
All of these party members had hidden ambitions in their eyes. Gabe recognized all of the greedy eyes.
He fed on these greedy people like a devil. Playground was ready for him. He only had to blow the whistle and start his own game.
He started to formulate plan in his mind. But before anything else. He had to crush his daughter.
 
Chapter 13
Zara was working when someone knocked at the door.

"Come in...", Zara.

It was Zoon. She looked pale. It was obvious that she was sick. But her eyes look tired as if she was worried about something.

" I didn't think you would come this soon.", Zara.
" I had to...", Zoon.
" Ok, let us sit down. Would you like to drink something: coffee, tea or anything else?", Zara.
" I don't want to have anything. I want to discuss something with you.", Zoon.
" What do you want to discuss?", Zara.

" Zara, I know that you are trying to help illegal immigrants. I also want to help you...", Zoon.
" Well, it is disappointing. I thought you were thinking about joining my party.", Zara.
" I don't want to get involved in politics. I  just want to help you. So what do you think?", Zoon.
" Actually, I am very thrilled to know that you are trying to help me but why do you want to help me? Are feeling guilty, Zoon?", Zara with a smirk.

Her suspicions were right, Zara knew something. Before Zoon could say anything else Zara's phone rang.

" Excuse me...", Zara told Zoon.
" Hello... What happened? WHAT?! WHEN?", Zara was startled.
Zoon tried to listen to  Zara's conversation on the phone but she couldn't hear a thing.
" Ok, I will talk to you later...", Zara as she cancelled the call.
" What happened?", Zoon.
" Your father is released.", Zara.
" Really? Well, it had to happen sooner or later.", Zoon.

" No, this isn't how you should react, Zoon. He can kill you, Zoon.", Zara.

" I know but I am not scared of anything anymore. I  want to do something with my life.", Zoon.

" Wow, what happened to you, Zoon?", Zara.
" Nothing... I just realized that we all have to die, eventually? Death is inevitable part of our life.", Zoon.

" That was philosophical. You are completely right. Anyway, about what you said. I am not exactly trying to help anyone, Zoon. 
 But if you want me to help them, you would have to give me something. Otherwise, I am planning to abandon my plan to help illegal immigrants.", Zara.

" Fine, what do you want from me?", Zoon.
" Join my party, Zoon. Let us try to stop your father. We all have to join forces to stop him. ", Zara.
"   But you will  help me to safeguard all illegal immigrants. ", Zoon.

" Once you have joined my party, I promise you that  I will help you no matter. I will save illegal immigrants...", Zara.
" Ok, I have to leave. I am visiting university today.", Zoon.
" Oh, ok go on and don't worry.... I have already submitted leave in your place.", Zara.
IN THE UNIVERSITY:
Zoon had to visit the university to inform them about her recovery.

She was surprised to find out that Zara had informed them about her situation.

Zoon's guide was extremely irritating. He  was an extremely proud man with
stubborn personality.

He didn't like the way Zoon defied his opinions. As a result, they often argued  with each other.
On  top of that,  she couldn't  change her guide out of nowhere.

Guide's name was Aron.  50 year old Aron was always in the sour mood. His forehead was etched with permanent scowl just above rectangular glasses which made him look more serious.

" May I  come in, sir?",  Zoon.

" Yes, come in. Oh,  it is you. Come in...Looks like you have recovered." guide as he slightly moved in his chair.

" Sir , I would like to continue my research.", Zoon.

" Do you? I thought you were going to quit.", Aron.

" No, sir... I am not planning to quit any time soon.", Zoon muttered.

" Ok, then you have to complete some formalities for that.... First of all, go to the Dean's office. Contact Mr. Munir. He will tell you what to do.", Aron.

Whenever someone applied to the university. That person  always had to go through tedious  formalities.
Especially, if that person decided to do research via  this university.

University didn't even provide proper stipends to researchers.  All of the researchers     had to go through financial crisis. Only those qualifying JRF were in better situation.  All others were in financial  trouble.

Zoon   had to give  private tuitions after she moved out of her father's house. After working  for six months she collected enough money.

Zoon was always good in saving money. She  was never spendthrift. Hence her financial issues were resolved.
In addition to this, university also started to give extra  stipends after realising  that she was Gabe's daughter.
Anyway,  Zoon collected all vital  papers for starting research all over again but she still had to complete some    additional formalities by tomorrow.
She decided to visit library to read some books and do her research.
IN THE LIBRARY:
Zoon looked at the library building. The large library building gave her strange sense of comfort.

She remembered how she collapsed there last time.  She tried to shake off all ominous memories and entered the building.

As soon as  she   entered the library her head began to  spin.
Everything around her was spinning   until she was surrounded by   darkness. She also started to hear strange things. It was as if someone was crying.

All those strange noises were becoming more prominent as time passed by...
Slowly  in that dark surrounding,
abnormal beings  were created which then morphed into something  more sinister: 
She could see strange beings with irregular shaped head, one eye and strange mouth like opening  lurking around her.
" What was my  fault?", One of them said.
" What did we do?, Another one said. 
" WHAT DID WE DO?"
Zoon was scared. She looked around frantically, trying to find a way out. But those undead beings were everywhere. 
Suddenly, one of them grabbed Zoon tightly with both of his frail  limbs. Zoon felt chills covering most of her body. She tried to run away but she couldn't move.

 All other undead beings started to come closer to  Zoon until they all held her tight. She was  consumed in darkness. 
Chapter 14:
Jalal had started to put his plan into action. He wanted to eliminate Gabe for good.

 As usual, he along with other leaders of his party had organized rally for the upcoming elections in the capital city of Meidi but this time he had invited Gabe to this rally which surprised everyone.
Gabe was sitting in the new party office which he had built before going to jail.

It wasn't difficult for a man like him to build any office as he already got   funds from many enterprises, but these funds were clearly not enough.

That is why new party office wasn't that fancy. It was a two Storey building made up of old materials including wood and cement, but Gabe did not mind it.
 He knew that this small building would help him gain sympathy from public.

Despite all his cleverness, Gabe never thought that Jalal would invite him to be part of his rally.
 He knew that Jalal was conspiring against him but for now he wanted take advantage of this opportunity.
 Since Gabe was invited to the rally he had to prepare a proper   comeback speech.
Because at the end, speech was an important part of politics. It could turn you into a monster which loots people or an angel who serves people.

IN THE UNIVERSITY HEALTHCARE CENTRE:
Zoon was lying on the bed. She had been unconscious for a long time.

After an hour, she woke up and looked around.  At first, she didn't remember what had happen but after some time her memories were coming back to her.
She felt terrified. She was worried that those creatures will attack her once again.

Zoon felt worse after realizing that Daniel wasn't there anymore. It seemed like he had also abandoned her.
Her heart dropped; she felt hollow, the void in her heart was growing. 
She pondered over her horrible experience in the library. Maybe, she was hallucinating. Who knew?  
Right now, she knew that she had to  correct her mistakes.

AFTER SOME DAYS:
 
"Are you ready for rally, sir?", Shaan asked.
"Yes, I am ready Shaan. You came back early than expected...", Gabe as he folded the piece of paper to keep it in his pocket.
"Yeah, I am here. I came back yesterday.", Shaan.

Shaan's father was recently diagnosed with cancer. He had stage one cancer; with Gabe's help he was able to receive new treatment.

Gabe had decent money because of his ancestors. He helped all people for his own gain, but he no longer helped his own daughter when she required money.

He was unable to realize that amidst all this he had lost his own daughter. His own blood. And that couldn't be compensated with any amount of money.

When Gabe reached the rally, people were chanting Jalal's name loudly:
'All hail to PM Jalal.'

Gabe realized that Jalal was trying to assert his dominance before him, but it didn't affect Gabe that much.

He was confident in himself.  He knew that one day he will dominant whole political arena of this nation.
Jalal was sitting on the raised stage. Gabe got up to greet him. He
had a serene smile on his face.

"How are you, sir?", Gabe as he stood before him.

"So, you are finally here. I thought you forgot about me. Welcome Gabe...
You are here, I thought I would never see you again because you wanted to establish yourself
independently.", Jalal mocked him.

"Yes, I am here, sir and please don't mock me. I just came back from jail. I am exhausted. After all I am a human being.", Gabe as he sighed.

" Human being?  Hah... You are a demon. Everyone knows that...", Jalal said with a frown.

At this, Gabe began to analyze him with distaste.
"Do not try to put blame on me. Everyone who is here is a monster. It is just that some monsters are more vicious than others.'', Gabe as he looked at Jalal with a knowing grin.

As Gabe turned around, he changed his grin into fake smile.

 Then sat down on one of the chairs on the podium. Everyone knew that the chair wasn't meant for him, but Gabe boldly sat on that chair.

He didn't look fazed even a little bit as he sat there. He turned his head to analyze people who were present in the audience.

All of a sudden, his head stopped in a particular direction. He was surprised to find his daughter in the crowd.
Zoon was invited by Zara to this rally. It was perfect opportunity for her to announce that she is one of his party members.

One by one all party leaders gave their speech including Gabe:
"My dear, brothers and sisters. I was recently held in a prison as someone falsely accused me of something I could not fathom to do.
I have time and again said that I love humans. No matter who it is... So how can I think about killing someone. And none other than my own mentor.
I don't know if anyone would believe me or not. But I think truth always prevails ... I am the truth...", Gabe.

Zoon was baffled by her father's hypocrisy. She couldn't understand how one man can lie like him.
"But do you know what I realized? I realized that freedom is an important aspect of peoples' lives, and I will ensure that via my works I will secure their freedom.... May Gods bless this nation...", Gabe as he left the dice.

Gabe's speech was very effective. Everyone seemed to be mesmerized by it. everyone clapped as he returned to sit on the chair.
At last, Zara came forward to give the speech. She knew her speech will be real sensation this week.

"Ladies and gentlemen... I am thankful to Mr. Jalal for giving this opportunity because I am just a mediocre person. As Mr. Gabe said we should promote humanity more than nationalism.

 Humanity is an important factor than any nation in this world.... Recent events of mob lynching didn't affect one particular sect of the society. It affected all human beings...

That is why I want to protect illegal immigrants. I want to treat them with dignity like any other humans because that is how they deserve to be treated like one.

Hence at this grand event I am going to announce something important.  I have decided to give party ticket to Miss Zoon. Give her a big round of applause....", Zara as she stirred chaos in the crowd.
Chapter 15:
Zoon was coming back from the university when Zara called her and informed that she was invited to the rally. At first, she was very nervous but later on she composed herself to participate in the rally.
Zara informed her that Gabe was also going to be in this rally then she knew that she had to confront her worst nightmare.
Zara never thought that she will join politics. She wanted to focus on her research but everything she couldn't avoid this.
Within two days she discussed everything with Zara. After all, they had to plan their path slowly after this...
As planned Zara carefully mentioned how Zoon was going to join her party in the speech:
" Zoon always stands for justice. She even went against her own father for justice. So, I want her to come here and reveal her ideas before all our fellow citizens..."(ZARA).
Zoon slowly stood up. She was feeling nervous, especially after seeing her father who was staring at her like a hawk. He was watching her every move.
He tried to remain calm, but Zara knew after looking at his eyes that he was only trying to compose himself with all his strength.
 To distract herself, Zoon looked at Zara who had a serene smile on her face. She walked towards the stage and looked around.
Almost all people in the crowd were looking at her. Most of those eyes were filled with curiosity and hope.
After a while, she started to give her speech:
" Ever since I was a child. I always wondered what nation means, what humanity means...
I always wonder: 
 Is nation important than human lives? That is why I started doing research on politics? I wanted to understand nation and all sentiments related to nationalism. After all nationalism controls people's emotion in today's world.
All answers from different textbooks confused me even more, they messed with my mind. It was as if no one was capable of giving me any right answer. Then I started making my own answers....
Finally, I concluded that human lives are important than any kind of nation., nationalism is great, but it can't be greater than any human life.
But then what about those who kill innocent human beings or put their nation in grave danger. Should we pardon them and let them live after years of imprisonment?
We have to analyze these things before punishing any human being. Therefore, we have to strive towards that kind of system which will benefit maximum number of people. But this benefit should only be provided to those who deserve it.
 I think illegal immigrants deserve to be treated justly like any other human beings. Hence, we have to strive to benefit them as well.  No matter what.... Whatever happened during past months was very brutal. It should not happen again. And those people who were involved in any kind of brutality should be punished.
Because crime against illegal immigrants is crime against whole humanity, and I will make sure that justice is served.... " ZOON.
When Zoon delivered her speech, everyone became quiet. Her words sounded very promising. Everyone clapped for her.
Gabe was also surprised. He never knew that her daughter was capable of delivering speech like this. The look on his face terrified Zoon.
Only Jalal observed this invisible interaction between father and daughter. 
 Zoon felt strange. Her heart was overwhelmed with everything that happened. She had a pain in her chest. She felt anxious. Her heart rate increased. She felt nauseous hence she rushed towards the restroom.
When she entered the restroom, she realized that it was isolated. It was spooky. She could hear the sound of water tipping from tap.
Ignoring all of her ominous feeling she slowly walked towards wash basin and splashed water on her face. Water was cold it felt like her face froze painfully due to the cold water.
She decided to wipe off cold water with towel. But as tried to search her towel in the bag it was snatched away.... and thrown on the ground.
" Oh.... You look scared. Do you feel guilty? Even if you did nothing would change. We should kill you. After all we were killed because of you....", someone said.
Zoon looked around to find source of the voice, but she couldn't find any. Her mind went blank. She tried to escape from the bathroom, but someone grabbed her head from behind.
Then wash basin was filled with tap water. Zoon's head was pushed into the basin. Her head was fully submerged in the water she couldn't breathe. 
She tried to take her head out. After some time pushing stopped and she was able to save herself.
Zoon panted heavily as she looked around, but no one was there... 
After Some Time:
Zara was trying to call Zoon but her phone unreachable. She was at the parking lot, waiting for Zoon.
After a while she saw her running towards parking lot. She tried to get Zoon's attention, but she didn't even look at Zara. She was running towards the road.
Zara thought that if she didn't stop Zoon, she could get into an accident. Thus, she rushed to stop her...
Zoon was about to come in front of car when some kind of force stopped her. It was Daniel.
As soon as Zoon saw Daniel, she was conscious. She looked around to find out that she was on the road.
She didn't remember how she got here. Besides that, she was shocked to find Daniel here. She looked at him as if asking where he was all this time.
Albeit she couldn't say a thing. She just opened her mouth and closed it once again as Zara came in front of her.
 Zara asked with concern as she held her hands:
" Zoon, what were you doing? Are you fine? "
For a moment, Zoon just stared at her. Then she replied, curiously:
" Yeah, I was just thinking about something...", Zoon.
" Are you sure? I called several times, but you didn't pick up the phone. Then I saw you running towards the road. Maan.... I was so scared.... I think you didn't even hear that I was calling you.", Zara.
Zoon didn't say anything to her. She just looked at Daniel. She was happy to see him. Perhaps, she even missed him.
Chapter 16
Zoon was coming back from the university when Zara called her and informed that she was invited to the rally. At first, she was very nervous but later on she composed herself to participate in the rally.
Zara informed her that Gabe was also going to be in this rally then she knew that she had to confront her worst nightmare.
Zara never thought that she will join politics. She wanted to focus on her research but everything she couldn't avoid this.
Within two days she discussed everything with Zara. After all, they had to plan their path slowly after this...
As planned Zara carefully mentioned how Zoon was going to join her party in the speech:
" Zoon always stands for justice. She even went against her own father for justice. So, I want her to come here and reveal her ideas before all our fellow citizens..."(ZARA).
Zoon slowly stood up. She was feeling nervous, especially after seeing her father who was staring at her like a hawk. He was watching her every move.
He tried to remain calm, but Zara knew after looking at his eyes that he was only trying to compose himself with all his strength.
 To distract herself, Zoon looked at Zara who had a serene smile on her face. She walked towards the stage and looked around.
Almost all people in the crowd were looking at her. Most of those eyes were filled with curiosity and hope.
After a while, she started to give her speech:
" Ever since I was a child. I always wondered what nation means, what humanity means...
I always wonder: 
 Is nation important than human lives? That is why I started doing research on politics? I wanted to understand nation and all sentiments related to nationalism. After all nationalism controls people's emotion in today's world.
All answers from different textbooks confused me even more, they messed with my mind. It was as if no one was capable of giving me any right answer. Then I started making my own answers....
Finally, I concluded that human lives are important than any kind of nation., nationalism is great, but it can't be greater than any human life.
But then what about those who kill innocent human beings or put their nation in grave danger. Should we pardon them and let them live after years of imprisonment?
We have to analyze these things before punishing any human being. Therefore, we have to strive towards that kind of system which will benefit maximum number of people. But this benefit should only be provided to those who deserve it.
 I think illegal immigrants deserve to be treated justly like any other human beings. Hence, we have to strive to benefit them as well.  No matter what.... Whatever happened during past months was very brutal. It should not happen again. And those people who were involved in any kind of brutality should be punished.
Because crime against illegal immigrants is crime against whole humanity, and I will make sure that justice is served.... " ZOON.
When Zoon delivered her speech, everyone became quiet. Her words sounded very promising. Everyone clapped for her.
Gabe was also surprised. He never knew that her daughter was capable of delivering speech like this. The look on his face terrified Zoon.
Only Jalal observed this invisible interaction between father and daughter. 
 Zoon felt strange. Her heart was overwhelmed with everything that happened. She had a pain in her chest. She felt anxious. Her heart rate increased. She felt nauseous hence she rushed towards the restroom.
When she entered the restroom, she realized that it was isolated. It was spooky. She could hear the sound of water tipping from tap.
Ignoring all of her ominous feeling she slowly walked towards wash basin and splashed water on her face. Water was cold it felt like her face froze painfully due to the cold water.
She decided to wipe off cold water with towel. But as tried to search her towel in the bag it was snatched away.... and thrown on the ground.
" Oh.... You look scared. Do you feel guilty? Even if you did nothing would change. We should kill you. After all we were killed because of you....", someone said.
Zoon looked around to find source of the voice, but she couldn't find any. Her mind went blank. She tried to escape from the bathroom, but someone grabbed her head from behind.
Then wash basin was filled with tap water. Zoon's head was pushed into the basin. Her head was fully submerged in the water she couldn't breathe. 
She tried to take her head out. After some time pushing stopped and she was able to save herself.
Zoon panted heavily as she looked around, but no one was there... 
After Some Time:
Zara was trying to call Zoon but her phone unreachable. She was at the parking lot, waiting for Zoon.
After a while she saw her running towards parking lot. She tried to get Zoon's attention, but she didn't even look at Zara. She was running towards the road.
Zara thought that if she didn't stop Zoon, she could get into an accident. Thus, she rushed to stop her...
Zoon was about to come in front of car when some kind of force stopped her. It was Daniel.
As soon as Zoon saw Daniel, she was conscious. She looked around to find out that she was on the road.
She didn't remember how she got here. Besides that, she was shocked to find Daniel here. She looked at him as if asking where he was all this time.
Albeit she couldn't say a thing. She just opened her mouth and closed it once again as Zara came in front of her.
 Zara asked with concern as she held her hands:
" Zoon, what were you doing? Are you fine? "
For a moment, Zoon just stared at her. Then she replied, curiously:
" Yeah, I was just thinking about something...", Zoon.
" Are you sure? I called several times, but you didn't pick up the phone. Then I saw you running towards the road. Maan.... I was so scared.... I think you didn't even hear that I was calling you.", Zara.
Zoon didn't say anything to her. She just looked at Daniel. She was happy to see him. Perhaps, she even missed him.
Chapter 16:
Daniel was very angry with Zoon. He didn't want to see her face, so he went to spend some time with his mother.
His mother looked so weak, but she was trying to survive. He smiled at her when she bought vegetables from the market and cooked dinner for herself.
Since Gabe had come back, she had started to work in his house once again.
Daniel felt so guilty that it killed him. He had left her alone when she needed him most.
How could he ignore all those things that his mother had done for him? How could he forget her warm eyes and beautiful voice which always soothed him?
How could he forget that mother is one of the precious gifts that one could ever get.
Mother serves you for whole life even if she doesn't expect anything in return, but he was such an ungrateful child. He never listened to her when she wanted to talk.
He was always busy with something. He just wanted to earn more so that he could provide for his mother, but he didn't think that it would be for nothing.
Now looking at her weak posture, he wanted slap himself for being so selfish. He should have spent some time with her.
Meanwhile, Chala was cooking something in the kitchen when she felt her son's presence. She looked around but no one was there.
She thought that even her mind was getting weak. She couldn't even think straight after her son's death.
Even his face brought bitter feeling in her heart. She could not understand why Daniel killed himself.  Maybe she failed as a mother.
She pushed aside her negative thoughts and concentrated on her task at hand.
Now that she had to live without her   son. She will do everything she can to survive.
Daniel looked at her mother. He didn't know what was going through her mind. But he knew that she hated him for leaving her alone.
For almost two or three days, he just followed his mother. Sometimes, she stopped and looked around as if she felt his presence around her.
He smiled at her from afar. He tried to keep his head in her lap, but he couldn't even touch her.
He missed her more than anything. He did not appreciate her while he could. Like any other human being he realized his mother's value only after he lost her.
After some days, Daniel began to miss Zoon. He couldn't believe it. How could he miss her after everything? But his heart still ached for her. He wanted to see her.
He teleported to her apartment, but she wasn't there. So, he decided to stroll on the road while waiting for her.
On his way, he saw that someone was watching video about a rally. He was surprised to find Zoon giving her speech.
He listened to her for a while. For some reason he didn't have courage to see her once again. Hence, he waited for her patiently until his heart calmed down.
After a while, he teleported to meet Zoon. After searching for her he found her running towards road mindlessly. He tried to call her, but she didn't listen. He pushed her lightly because of which regained her consciousness.
After regaining her conscious state, Zoon looked at Daniel. He was staring at her with hatred and longing.
She wanted to say so many things to him but couldn't because people around her might think that she has become crazy.
" Hello, Zoon. I am talking to you.", Zara as she waved her hand before Zoon's eyes.
" Zara, I want to go home and rest for now. Can you drive me back?", Zoon asked.
" Yeah, sure. Let us go.", Zara.
Zoon looked at Daniel once again before entering the car, but Daniel didn't move he just stood still while Zara's car moved away.
AFTER WHILE:
Zoon was in her apartment. She was resting on the couch. Her legs sprawled on the sofa. She wanted to sleep but recent incidences flashed through her mind.
She assumed that all those strange creatures might be those illegal immigrants who died in the recent events. 
They have started to haunt her. She deserved it but all of this was so much unbearable for her. She craved for peace.
Maybe, if she died her heart would be at peace once again but if there was an afterlife she would be sent to hell.
Her strings of thoughts were disrupted when Daniel appeared before her.
" You came back...", she said.
" Yeah, I had no choice because you are the only one who can see me or listen to me...", Daniel said.
He refused to let her know that he missed her.  He wanted to make her feel what it was like to feel alone.
" Oh yeah... Anyways, I am happy that you came back   because I missed you. ", Zoon.
Daniel looked at her with a frown. He didn't know how to respond because it was first time that Zoon had said anything like that to her...
She looked at Daniel and said:
" I am sorry for everything Daniel. I don't know what got into me. There are so many things that I wanted to say but I couldn't.
I know that no matter what I say now it doesn't matter at all. But I am sorry. I am sorry for hurting you. Trust me, I didn't mean to hurt you. I am sorry for everything.... I was just envious of you...
You were so brilliant. As compared to you I was just a mediocre person, you know...
I know that it was wrong, but my jealousy made me so blind that I couldn't even fathom what I was doing. But I am going to make everything right.
Everyone will know that you didn't do anything. I reveal my true nature before everyone and put an end to this.
And I promise Gabe will be in jail and future of illegal immigrants will be secure. I promise...", Zoon as she looked at him with sincere eyes.
" Why didn't you say anything when I was alive, Zooni? If I knew that I was hurting, you then I would have stayed away from you. At least, my mother would have been happy because I would be with her....", Daniel.
" I am sorry...", Zoon said. Albeit she knew some things can't be changed no matter how much one regret.

Chapter 17:
Tension between Daniel and Zoon subsided but there were many unresolved feelings which needed to be addressed.

Zoon knew that what she did can't be forgotten or forgiven.

She also knew that no matter what she says it wouldn't make Daniel feel better. Hence, she kept her mouth shut.

Daniel looked at her. He knew that she was feeling guilty for what she did, but it was too late.
He lost his life; thousands of illegal immigrants were killed, and his old mother was all alone trying to survive in difficult times.


Zoon was staring at the floor. She no longer had strength to look at Daniel. Her mind was trapped in the whirlpool emotions. Then she recalled about those strange creatures who appeared before her....

" Daniel, did you try to scare me, when I was in that public restroom some time before?", she asked him.

" Not really, I decided not to scare you anymore after the recent accident.", Daniel said and winced as he remembered his own actions.

" I knew it can't be you...But then who were those strange creatures?", Zoon.

" What are you talking about?", Daniel asked her.

" While you were gone some strange creatures appeared before me. I think they might be illegal immigrants who were killed in recent events....", Zoon.

" How can you assume something like that...?", Daniel.

" Because they were constantly crying. They wanted to end my life for the sake of justice....", Zoon.

" Are you sure they are the only ones who will decide to kill you? You might have harmed someone else.", Daniel.

"Daniel, I never harmed anyone other than you and other immigrants.", Zoon argued as she gulped.

" I don't trust your words, Zooni. And I think you shouldn't do that as well. Given, how much apathetic you are...", Daniel said harshly.

Zoon was hurt by his statement, but she did not say anything. Once again, she just stared at him due to which Daniel became silent.

After a moment Zoon said:
" What if I am imaging things? Are you real Daniel?"


" Not this again...Then what about the incident when I almost beat you to death.", Daniel.

" Who knows what is wrong with me?  I just want to have a peaceful life once again... ", Zoon.

" You can't have peaceful life Zoon. Not until you have cleared all the mess which you created yourself...", Daniel.

After some time, sunlight completely vanished away. Zoon's apartment turned dark. She ate some food and then went to sleep. Before heading towards her bedroom, she looked at Daniel.

" Goodnight, Dan....", Zoon as she left.

Daniel was shocked. She only called her Dan once when they were kids. It had become one of his fond memories.

He liked that nickname, not because how it sounded but because of the familiarity which it represented.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO:

Zoon was 15 at that time and Daniel was only 10-year-old kid.

When Daniel was a kid, he was really short as compared to other kids. Zoon was really tall as compared to him since, given, she was 5 years older than him.

One day, Daniel was taunted by his classmates because of his height because of which he ran away from his class and hid behind one of the bushes.

Since Zoon and Daniel went to same school and returned home together, Zoon was forced to find him when she had to go home. She was annoyed.

At last, when she found him, she saw that he was holding his head while crying.

His eyes were really puffed. Zoon got worried and patted his head.

" What are you doing here?", Zoon asked.

" Everyone is so mean, Zooni.", Daniel.

" So, what...? Humans are all mean. They will always try to hurt you, intentionally and unintentionally. It doesn't matter how much you try you will always get hurt while interacting with other people.", Zoon.

" Why do people keep hurting each other, Zooni?", Daniel asked naively.

" I think it is our way to survive.", Zoon sighed.

" That is why you are also mean to me, aren't you? But it doesn't matter because I know that you are a good person, Zooni. You even came here to find me.", Daniel.

" I only came to find you because teachers forced me to do it and I am not a good person Daniel.", Zoon lied.

" No, you are a good person. You are different than others...  Aren't you going to make fun of me because I cried?", Daniel murmured.

" Why would I? You can cry as much as you want. No one has any right to make fun of you because of that.", Zoon.

" So, it's okay to cry.", Daniel said innocently.

" Yeah, it is and if you don't stop calling me Zooni. I am going to call you Dan...", Zoon.

" Say it again.", Daniel.
" Dan...."
" Again...."
" Dan...."
" Again...."
" Da... Hey! Shut up! Are you coming or not? I will leave and go home without you if you don't...", Zoon angrily.

" Alright, Zooni... And you can keep calling me Dan. I like it...", Daniel.

" You are so annoying, kid....", Zoon.

" I am not kid anymore. I am already ten years old. And soon I will experience onset of puberty.", Daniel.

" You think you know everything, don't you?", Zoon.

" Yes, I do... Did you forget I am genius...", Daniel.

" Whatever, kid.", Zoon.

" Don't call me that....", Daniel.

" Stop calling me Zooni and I will stop calling you kid.", Zoon taunted.

PRESENT DAY:
Daniel smiled because of   childhood memories which was his way of escaping from reality.

He left Zoon's apartment and teleported to Gabe's mansion to find his mother.

When he entered servant's quarter. He found that she was sleeping soundly which made him peaceful.

" I am sorry, mom. I am sorry for everything.", he whispered as tears rolled down on his cheeks.

" Wait, I am coming my son, Daniel...", Chala mumbled in her sleep.

Daniel wiped tears which were collected in the corner of his eyes. He felt more miserable than before. Then he looked around to find pictures of him and his mother hanging on the walls.

In one of the pictures, he was crying loudly his mother was smiling. He remembered that picture was taken by some stranger in the fair who found Daniel cute, but he didn't like taking pictures. He wanted to run away but his mother forced him to take one.

 'He   used to cry easily when he was a child.'  Daniel thought.
Chapter 18:
Zoon's entry into the world of politics and joining Zara's party had created havoc. It meant that young woman had decided to go against her own father which was surprising for everyone in the nation.

No one had thought that Zoon would go so far. Albeit everyone had a hunch that Gabe and Zoon didn't have good relation at all.

As for Gabe, he was fuming with anger. He knew that his daughter was
crazy and could do anything to go against him but he didn't know she was this crazy.

"Sir, may I come in?", Shaan asked.

"Come in, Shaan.", Gabe.

"You don't look good, sir.", Shaan.

"Because I am not feeling good.", Gabe.

"It is because of Zoon, right...?", Shaan.

"That ungrateful child. I raised her, spent my precious money on her.... And look how she is repaying me...", Gabe rambled with anger.

Hearing Gabe's venomous voice, Shaan knew that Gabe wasn't going to stay still. He was planning something... Something evil...

"What are you planning to do, sir?", Shaan asked.

"We have to take care of her... She can be very dangerous for me, Shaan. That girl knows many things about me.... I have to get rid of her....", Gabe.

"What do you want me to do, sir?", Shaan.

Shaan always talked like some loyal dog when he was with Gabe. He neither asked him anything nor did he refute.

"Call Red. No matter how much money it takes.  Tell him to take care of Zoon.", Gabe. 

Gabe had frown on his face. He knew that this was the only way he can get rid of this new problem. It didn't bother him one bit that he was planning to kill his own daughter.

"As you wish, sir.", Shaan as he opened front door.
Shaan used his other phone to contact Red. Zoon's life was in danger.

AT ZOON'S APARTMENT:
Zoon was walking back and forth in her apartment. She was thinking about what to do next.

Daniel watched her   with amusement plastered on his face. He knew that she was thinking hard.

"What are you doing?", Daniel.

"I am thinking about how my father will react to all of this.", Zoon.

"My assumption is that he is planning to kill you...", Daniel.

"I already know that...It is not like he has any other option. I know many things about him which other people don't know. Speaking of which he would have killed you as well if you were alive. He used you Daniel....", Zoon informed him.

"I know.... I just wish I had realized it earlier that he was manipulating me. It was only after he ordered me to kill Mr. Jalal that I realized he was a monster. I wish I could turn back time and make everything better.", Daniel.

After this strange conversation, Daniel and Zoon remained silent for some time; then suddenly Zoon's phone rang.

Zara was calling her. Zoon had expected that she would call her....

"Hello?", Zoon.
"Hey, how are you, Zoon?", Zara.
"I am fine.", Zoon.

"You acted weirdly yesterday. Are you sure you are fine?", Zara.

"Yeah, I am good.", Zoon.

"Ok, then listen to me Zoon. I think you should be careful.  Take care of yourself...Actually, I called you because I think we have to plan our next move as soon as possible. Can you come to meet me?", Zara.

"Not today... But I can come to meet you tomorrow.", Zoon.

"Alright, then I will see you tomorrow.", Zara.

"Ok, bye.", Zoon.

When Zara hung up, Daniel looked at Zoon. It was clear that he was trying to say something, but he hesitated for a while.

"What?", Zoon asked him.

"Do you trust her? "Daniel asked her in return.

"I don't trust anyone in this world, Daniel.", Zoon said.

"Then why did you choose to work with her?", Daniel asked.

"It is just that right now... She is the only one who is trying to help immigrants.", Zoon.

"Do you know why she is helping them?", Daniel asked.

"No, but it is probably to fill her vote bank.  She literally gained power because of your people.", Zoon.

"Which means her concern for them   won't last for too long.", Daniel.

"Yeah, which in turn means we have to secure the position of illegal immigrants as soon as possible.", Zoon.

Once again both of them turned silent. Various train of thoughts were running through their mind.... There are many things that they had to discuss but right now they didn't want to discuss anything else.

They didn't know what was going to happen in future. It is scary how unpredictable future is.

Amidst all this, nation looked calm at surface but there was evident tension between two ethnic groups. 

Illegal immigrants were discriminated everywhere. Immigrants were not allowed   to enter various education centers, shops, cinemas and even health care centers.

Many illegal immigrants tried to protest peacefully but all of those who tried to protest were arrested as soon as they tried to gather on any spot. 

Apart from this, Prime Minister Jalal had already begun to start procedures to deport illegal immigrants back to their nation.

He had started diplomatic talks with neighborhood nation.  As for now there was no hope for illegal immigrants. Even their own nation was refusing to take them back.

It was the biggest human misfortune that anyone could ever face. No one treated illegal immigrants like humans. They were treated like pests and rodents.


It is quite ironic because humans created nations so that they could serve the humanity but then the idea of nation became so twisted and restrictive that it costed millions of lives.

Many people around the world suffer because of this idea of nation. People fight for this cause and die for the same.

Nations restricted human freedom and forced them to alienate their own kind.

The idea of 'nation' and 'nationalism' which exists in contemporary world should be analyzed once again because instead of serving humanity.  It causes war which is the biggest tragedy that any human could ever face.

Extreme form of nationalism can lead to colonialism, cultural hegemony, absolutism and false sense of prejudice towards other human beings. It promotes greed as well as ethnic cleansing and genocide.

Nations should not exist to rule. They should exist to live peacefully. 
Chapter 19
Daniel went to see his mother, Chala, once again. As usual she was busy with her household work.
After a while, Gabe entered the house. Daniel was surprised to see him after a long time.
Gabe looked so much young for his age. He was wearing traditional white shirt and black trousers.
When Daniel saw him, inexplicable hatred rushed through his blood. He wanted to destroy him for ruining his life...
Daniel got near him. He tried to analyze his face hoping to find any ounce of regret on the man's face, but it was of no use.
Gabe was absolutely fine .... He wasn't guilty at all. In fact, he looked better than Zoon.  Daniel wanted to punish him just like he had punished Zoon, but he couldn't do it because for some strange reason he could only use his supernatural abilities against Zoon. 
Gabe entered in his private office and Daniel followed him.
After a while, Shaan entered the room...
"May I come in, sir?", Shaan.
"Yes, come in...", Gabe as he opened some old book.
"I already contacted Red. He is ready to carry out his plan....If approve, I will ask him to proceed.", Shaan stated.
After hearing Shaan, Gabe stopped flipping through pages. He didn't say anything for a minute or two.
Daniel was confused, he didn't understand what they were talking about.
"Where is she, right now?" Gabe asked.
"She is in the university...", Shaan.
"No, there are lots of students in the university. Tell him to kill her when she reaches her own     apartment.", Gabe.
"Yes, sir....", Shaan as he leaves.
Daniel immediately understood what they were talking about.
He recalled that Red was one of the people who used to do all the dirty work for Gabe. And it was easy to anticipate that he was talking about Zoon.... Hence, he concluded that Gabe was trying to kill his own daughter.
Daniel had already predicted this, but he was still shocked. He thought: 'Some humans are worse than wild animals. '
 It was like Gabe wasn't even human anymore. He was like a wild monster becoming vile with each passing day.
People always say that humans can be good or bad, but humans are neither purely good nor purely bad.
Humans are combination of good and bad traits. They have grey characters. In some people that grey character becomes darker because of the evil that is present in them while in others its lighter because of all the good traits present in them.
Then there are some people whose heart is so dark that you could hardly see any goodness in them.
Gabe was one of those people who   had lost almost all of his goodness because of greed and pride while Zoon's darkness was getting lighter with each passing day.
AROUND  6 'O' CLOCK IN THE EVENING:
Zoon was waiting for large green bus to arrive which was comfortable than other local buses. Government had started new electric buses as part for its 'Green initiative.' 
Even though there were factories around the area which released ample amount toxins every day.
Zoon's teeth were clattering because of cold.  She was shivering. It was already winter, and sun was ready to go down as it left traces of orange rays in the clear sky.
Zoon was looking around. She tried to distract herself while waiting for the bus when Daniel appeared before her. Sometimes she forgot that he was an apparition not human.
"Listen to me carefully... Don't act unusually. Someone is probably following you.
Your father has hired an assassin to kill you, Zooni..." Daniel said.
When Zoon heard Daniel, she searched for her phone in her sling bag and concentrated on her mobile as she tried to process everything.
Zoon had expected that her father will try to kill her. She wasn't surprised, rather she was just terrified. Like any other living being she loved her life more than anything else.  She tried to find a way to save her life while scrolling on MINSTA (social media platform).
"I don't know exact details, but I know that he will try to shoot you at your apartment.", Daniel added.
Zoon opened NOTEPAD of her phone and wrote down instructions for Daniel for what to do:
'Listen to me... Look around and try to find that assassin's location. I will try to wander and blend with crowd to save myself.", Zoon wrote.
"What if he shoots you while I am looking around...?", Daniel.
'We have to take chances.... It doesn't matter what will be the outcome, but we have to try.', Zoon wrote.
After seeing her determination, Daniel gathered courage and went to find the assassin. Even though he didn't want to leave her alone.
Zoon, on the other hand, decided to walk towards central market where most of the people gather at this time.
Daniel assumed that if Red is trying to shoot Zoon in her apartment, he might be waiting for her somewhere near the apartment. He quickly teleported into Zoon's apartment and started to look around.
Daniel was trying to analyze the apartment. In order to guess Red's location.
He looked out of different windows.
As Danile was looking out of the window, he found a large newly constructed tall building which was at a perfect distance from Zoon's apartment.
Daniel got inside the building. He tried to find Red on its all floors but couldn't find a thing. There was another building which served as a godown for a large establishment. He checked that building as well but he couldn't find anything.
On the other hand, Zoon was getting more anxious. After all, her life was at stake. She bumped into many people as she wandered mindlessly.
"Hey, watch out...!", one man shouted.
Zoon apologized as she moved forward. Her whole life flashed in her mind. She why she wasted her whole life because mindless jealousy and hatred for someone who loved her whole heartedly.
Irony of the situation made her laugh like a maniac.  Even now he was the one who was trying to save her.
 Pushing aside all her thoughts she thought to inform police about this, but they wouldn't help her if there was no material evidence or living witness.
Besides, she can't trust police for something like this. Who knows how many of them were working for Gabe?
At the end, she decided to inform Zara about this.
Chapter 20:
Zara was surprised when Zoon called her. Zoon had called Zara only after 3 hours since she contacted Zoon.
Zoon had told her that she will come to meet her but when she didn't arrive Zara assumed that she might be busy.
"Hello....", Zara.
"Zara, I need help. Someone is trying to kill me.", Zoon.
"What?!... What exactly happened? Where are you?", Zara exclaimed with determination.
"Zara I can't tell you exact details, but some assassin might be following me.", Zoon explained.
"Ok, then do you know who is following you?", Zara.
"I have no idea about his identity....", Zoon.
"Are you sure that someone is trying to kill you? How do even know that...?", Zara asked.
Zoon realized that Zara might be suspicious.  As expected, she was asking too many questions.
"Zara I can't tell you details right now but, I am sure. Someone is trying to kill me. Please help me out.", Zoon said anxiously.
  "Ok, relax. I think you should go to the police station.", Zara.
"I can't do that Zara. I don't know who exactly is involved in this...", Zoon.
"Trust me Zoon, even if some of the officers are involved with the person who is trying to kill, they won't be able to do anything in the police station. And try to go there via crowded bus. I will come there as soon as possible. Wait for me.", Zara.
"Ok...." Zoon said as she hung up.
It was already nighttime. It was difficult to find public transportation at night. 
Meanwhile, Daniel was desperately trying to find Red's location. It was difficult to find him when he didn't know what the man actually looked like.
After a while, he again teleported into Zoon's apartment; to his surprise he found that someone was already there with gun in his hand.
How could he forget that Red specialized in killing people with guns, but the assassin preferred to meet his targets personally. He had heard many things about Red but looking at him personally was very nerve wrecking.
The assassin was casually sitting on the couch waiting for Zoon. He looked like a normal person with normal physique and kind face. Maybe that is what made him terrifying because no one could have guessed that the man had killed thousands of people in his life.
Apartment lights weren't on .... But being ghost had its own advantage as Daniel could see him even in the darkness.
Now he just had to inform Zoon.
"She is still not here. I am bored... Should I do something while waiting for her?", Red.
The assassin stood from the couch and headed towards the library. Daniel thought that the man was too careless. He could get caught... But then again no one was able to catch him all these years ... So, what did he know.
Without wasting anymore time he went to Zoon.
Zoon had arrived at police station and was waiting for Zara. She was nervous, she didn't know what to say to the police officers. Hence, she waited outside on the bench.
When Daniel appeared before her, she was relieved. She looked at him with hope.
"He is waiting for you in the apartment.", Daniel.
Zoon was horrified that someone was waiting in her own apartment to kill her. She looked at him with uncertainty.
"Hey, don't be scared. I am here with you. No one can harm you.", Daniel as he sat beside her.
Zoon looked at Daniel. Negative thoughts consumed her mind. What if Daniel wasn't here? She would be dead by now.
Karma is ruthless. Her evil deeds were haunting her right now and she knew that she had to repay.
IN THE ZOON'S APARTMENT:
Red received message on his pager that he should retrieve.
He was furious, he wasn't the type of person who would retrieve that easily. He never failed to carry out his missions.
'What happened?', he typed on the pager.
'She somehow found out about you and went to the police station.' someone.
Red was confused. He wondered how the victim found out about him. It hadn't happened before.
He decided to leave the apartment for now. He locked the door with the keys which Shaan had given him and left.
For now, Zoon was safe. But she didn't know that. She was still roaming around the police station until someone noticed her.
It took 20 minutes for police to realize that someone was suspiciously roaming in the police station which proved that security at this station was below average.
Zoon grew anxious as someone called her.
"Hey, lady. What are you doing here?", some constable.
He was middle aged man with Strang physique and terrifying demeanor.
"I am here because someone is trying to kill me.", Zoon blurted.
"Ok then, come inside and file a complaint. Why are you roaming around aimlessly?", the man.
"Actually, I was waiting for someone.", Zoon.
Daniel looked at her. He found it amusing that the invincible woman like Zoon was so scared that she was rambling nonsense in front of the stranger.
As Zoon walked into the station, she looked around to find Daniel, but he was gone.
After making sure Zoon is safe, Daniel had decided to check the apartment once again. As expected, Red was gone. 
Someone had informed him that Zoon had gone to the police station.
He went outside to find out that door was locked which meant that the assassin had her keys.
Daniel looked around. No human being could be seen near the apartment. The area was secluded. Zoon had chosen to live in this apartment because of this specific reason.
She wanted to live in the quiet area. Additionally, there were no security cameras near this area.
After looking around Daniel went back to see what was happening at police station.
"You are Mr. Gabe's daughter, right?", the officer asked.
"Yeah I am...", Zoon.
"I am sorry we didn't recognize you at first....", officer.
"It is okay...", Zoon.
"So, tell me what exactly happened. ", the officer.
"Someone+++ called me and said that my father was trying to kill me. ", Zoon.
"Do you know who called you?", officer.
"No...", Zoon.
"Ok, we will try to trace that person's location.", the officer.
When officer said that Zoon realized that she was doomed because no one had called her.

Chapter 21:
AT THE POLICE STATION:
Zoon was nervous. If police checked her call records, they would know that she was lying.
She looked around and found that Daniel had returned. He was staring at her like always. His hands were in his black pant pockets. 
He looked like a normal human being, but his eyes were different from how they used to be when he was alive. They looked hollow and cold.
" He is gone. ", Daniel said loudly but only Zoon heard him.
After hearing Daniel, Zoon felt relieved.
Then she turned her heard towards the police officer while hesitating:
 " I... I think someone was messing with me. I just remembered that I receive lots of prank calls.... Sorry for wasting your time."
As soon as she said that... She dashed out without looking at the officer who constantly calling her.
But before she could move towards bus station, Zara appeared in front of her.
" What happened? Are you okay?", Zara.
" Yeah, I am alright... I was mistaken... I am sorry for wasting your time.", Zoon anxiously.
" What happened, Zoon? You have to tell me honestly. Zoon if we are going to work together you have to trust me.... Even if it is little bit... But you have to trust me.", Zara with pleading eyes.
Zoon couldn't tell her anything because if she did Zara would treat her like a crazy maniac.
" Nothing happened Zara. I was just being paranoid. I am just scared because of my so-called father.", Zoon urged.
Zara wasn't convinced but she didn't say anything to Zoon.
" I think I should leave.", Zoon.
" I will drop you off by my car.", Zara.
Zoon looked at her and nodded.
AT GABE'S RESIDENCE:
" May I come in, sir?", Shaan as he entered Gabe's private office.
Gabe looked at him with fierce eyes. Shaan realized that he was furious. A man following Zoon told them that Zoon went to police station so they had to ask Red to retrieve.
" How did she find out about Red.", he asked Shaan.
" I don't know, sir. I tried to find out but there is no way she could have---", Shaan was interrupted by Gabe.
" Shut up! Use your head Shaan! Only three people knew about the assassination me, you and Red. How do you think she found out?", Gabe said.
" Maybe she realized that someone was following her and went to the police station to take precautions.", Shaan.
" Whatever it is, Shaan ... I want to find out and remember... If I find that you are betraying me then trust me you will be dead sooner or later.", Gabe.
" I wouldn't dare, sir. I wouldn't...", Shaan mumbled.
" Good.... We have to kill her Shaan. We have to kill her before she destroys me...", Gabe.
" Yes, sir. But we should wait for some time as she has sensed something is wrong.", Shaan.
AT ZOON'S APARTMENT:
Zoon entered her apartment nervously. She immediately turned on all the lights.
" You are an idiot, Zoon.", Daniel said which startled Zoon.
" Don't scare me like that... Behave like a human.", Zoon.
" I am not human. How can I behave like one?", he asked.
" Whatever....", Zoon.
" You shouldn't have come here. What if he returns and tries to kill you.", Daniel.
" I don't care Daniel. If he wants to kill me then he will kill me sooner or later. Don't you know who he is? He is Gabe, Daniel.", Zoon.
" Wait a minute, Zooni. Don't speak. Just listen to me. Check your apartment. The assassin was roaming in your apartment. What if he implanted some kind of device in the house?", Daniel.
Zoon cautiously moved around. After an hour or two she checked every corner of her apartment, but nothing was implanted.
" I think you should take Zara's help in this regard. Or you can take Zeher's help.", Daniel.
" Who is he?", Zoon whispered.
" He is one of my college friends. He was expert in these kinds of things.", Daniel.
" Forget it. If there is some kind of device in this house, then even if we remove it. Gabe might find a way to implant it again.", Zoon whispered.
" Then what should we do?", Daniel.
" Follow me...", Zoon whispered in his ear as she came closer.
Daniel felt weird. It was first time that Zoon had voluntarily came this close to him. Her proximity left him flustered.
Zoon fetched her mobile phone and typed something on it.
' From now on. I think we should not talk inside the apartment until we can find permanent solution to this problem.' Daniel read as he peeked from behind.
" You can whisper in my ear...Or if you have to say something you can continue to type it on mobile phone. ", Daniel.
' You are right.', Zoon typed 
Zoon only wore two sweaters which was not enough to save her from the harsh cold hence she sneezed.
" I think you should change your clothes.", Daniel.
Zoon nodded and entered the bedroom.
After a while, Zoon came out. She wore extra white sweater and woolen grey trousers.
" I think someone is following you. Where are you going?", Daniel asked when he saw that Zoon was leaving apartment.
Zoon didn't say anything she just left the apartment and Daniel followed her.
" I want to see who is following me.", Zoon said.
" Ok, turn you heard towards right. There is a newly constructed building right next to the godown. He is watching you from there.", Daniel.
" How did you find out?", Zoon asked.
" When you were returning home in Zara's car, I noticed a black car was constantly following you. When you reached the apartment, I followed that car and found that a middle-aged woman was driving that car.", Daniel.
" How does she look like?", Zoon.
" She has a grey hair, large brown eyes and a pug nose. She has slight wrinkles around her eyes, but she doesn't look that old...Oh and I think I saw a scar around her right eye.", Daniel.
" OK, I will look for her after I eat something. I am very hungry right now.", Zoon.
Zoon felt cold despite all the clothes that covered her, so she was rubbing her hands to warm her hands.
 As Zoon entered a large store located near her apartment. Suddenly, everything disappeared.
Even Daniel wasn't walking beside her anymore. She looked around to find sheer darkness surrounding her.
Then suddenly, someone started crying.
" I want to live. Please don't kill me.", the voice said.
" Who are you?", Zoon.
" I said don't kill me! I want to live, please don't kill me.", the voice.
" Please don't kill us." another voice.
" Don't kill us...." different voices all together.
Zoon looked around frantically but there was nothing around her besides darkness.

Chapter 22:
Darkness shrouded Zoon's surroundings.  To find any source of light, she moved forward.
She noticed that she was standing on snow covered floor as she heard crunching noise while moving. The white snow slowly illuminated her surroundings.
She also heard ominous cries of help were piercing her ears. She wanted freedom from all these noises.
She clutched her hair while closing her eyes, but her heart was unable to calm down.
After a while, she opened her eyes once again. Because of faint white light, she found a familiar but dark silhouette.
She walked towards that silhouette to find out more about that. 
After running for a while, she stood near that figure. She immediately recognized him. It was Gabe. He held a shovel in his hand.
Gabe turned his head to look at her with sinister smile.
"You are equally responsible for this, you know?", Gabe as he stretched towards certain direction where there was long line of grave.
For some unknown reason Zoon immediately realized that this was graveyard of immigrants.
"No...", Zoon.
"Stop it. Stop lying to yourself...", Gabe with sinister smile.
Gabe's face morphed monstrous. His whole existence turned into darkness, consuming Zoon along with him.
"You know I am right Zoon.", Gabe whispered.
AFTER A WHILE:
Zoon opened her eyes. She looked around to find that she was still in the store and there were lots of people around her. All of them were staring at her.
"What are you doing?", a man asked.
She looked around to find that everyone was weirdly staring at her.
"Are you alright?", a woman asked.
Zoon just nodded her head. Daniel was nowhere to be seen. She felt anxiety seeping through her body as she rushed towards her apartment.
Zoon opened her door. She was panting heavily and looked around to find Daniel.
Her hands were shaking with fear when all of a sudden Daniel appeared before her. He looked at her with concern.
"Where did...? What happened to me? WHERE DID YOU GO...?", Zoon asked Daniel.
"Are you alright, Zoon? I was so scared. Suddenly you stopped moving. You didn't even say anything.
No matter what I did. Then some other spirit appeared before me and asked me to follow him.
Although I refused to follow him he grabbed my hand and I was transported to some graveyard. I tried to teleport back but was unable to do that. 
After a while, I tried to teleport once again only to find that you weren't in the store. Then I assumed you must be at your apartment. ", Daniel ranted.
"Daniel... Shut up. I want to process everything.", Zoon as she headed towards her living room.
Daniel followed her and stood right before her. He slowly touched he forehead with his cold bare hands.
Zoon flinched when he did that....
"Your hands are cold.", Zoon.
"Of course, I am. At the end I am cold blooded ghost. Just like a reptile.", Daniel.
Zoon chuckled....
"You think you are funny, Dan.... But you are not...", Zoon as she looked at him.
"Then what am I Zooni?", Daniel asked as he sat down on his knees, facing Zoon directly.
"You are kind, nice, selfless, intelligent but you are not funny.", Zoon.
"What else?", Daniel.
"You lose your temper quite easily, but you don't hold grudges... You care for others selflessly and forgive them easily....", Zoon.
Daniel smiled at her.  He stared at her brown eyes for a long time. And then said:
" Why didn't you say that when I....", Daniel said but was interrupted when Zoon's phone rang.
" It is my supervisor. I bet he wants to scold me for not going to one of his workshops.", Zoon as she picked her call.
" Hello, sir... Yes, I am fine. No, I will be there next time. I am so sorry.... Yeah, don't worry about that.... ", Zoon.
Daniel looked at her. He found it entertaining how politely she talks to him.
" Ok, sir. Bye....", Zoon as she ended her call.
Daniel closed his eyes as he painfully remembered about his own research. Daniel's supervisor was a nice woman. She respected him and his research.
He always wanted to do something in research field. He was so happy when one of the top universities agreed to admit him for PHD. 
But now he couldn't do anything. Life was a blessing that he threw away without giving it a second chance.
Emotions make people unstable. They take stupid decisions because of them.  He wished he had realized it before.
AT GABE'S RESIDENCE:
Gabe was moving around. He tried to think properly. Gabe knew that Zoon had somehow about his plan, but he was unable to reach to any possible conclusion.
" Sir, you should come out to eat dinner.", Chala.
Gabe turned around to look at her. Chala looked so tired. There was hollowness in her eyes. Like she had no reason left to live. She was tired of living.
All of a sudden, brilliant idea popped into his mind.
Although his good for nothing daughter did not care for anything, but she cared about Chala a little. He could use that against her
" Chala, thank God, you came here by yourself. I wanted to talk to you.", Gabe pretending to be nice.
"What happened, sir? Is everything okay...?", Chala.
" Yeah, it is nothing serious. Just sit here... I want to talk to you. First of all, I am sorry for your loss. He was a nice lad.
Look Chala, I know I am not a nice man, but I love my daughter. No matter what happens. I love her. How can I hate her, Chala?  After all she is my only daughter.
She is my own blood. My only family. I want to see her Chala. I want to meet her, but I know she is upset with me. ", Gabe.
" I know sir. Every parent loves their child. I know....", Chala.
Gabe looked at her with sad eyes. After all these years he knew how to manipulate people effectively.
" I knew you would understand, Chala. That child trusts you and adores you. I want you to meet her and convince her to talk to me. Please Chala.... You are my only hope.", Gabe.
" Ok, sir. I will try.", Chala.
Chala knew that Gabe wasn't a nice man. But she truly believed that he loved Zoon.
After all he was her father. Every parent loves his child.

Chapter 23:

AT ZOON'S APARTMENT; IN THE MORNING:
Daniel was trying to find out about the apparition which had tried to control him, but he was unable to reach at any useful conclusion.
He was standing at window for a long time. He didn't feel any weariness which made him realize that he wasn't human anymore. After his death. It didn't matter if he stood still or sat down. He could not feel anything.
Sometimes he just wanted to feel something other than all negative emotions like regret, rage or hatred.
Albeit while looking at Zoon he was able to experience strange sense of peace and attraction when   he did not feel angry towards her.
Zoon came out of her bedroom. Last night she slept like baby. She looked around to find Daniel standing weirdly at the window.
She moved towards him and stood before him.
"Dan, what are you doing?", Zoon whispered in his ear after taking out her phone from her pocket.
"I was trying to figure out about strange ghost which appeared before me.", Daniel.
'I think he must be related to all those strange ghosts which are trying to haunt me recently.', Zoon typed on her phone.
"What are you talking about?", Daniel.
'Do you remember when I told you   I think souls of illegal immigrants are haunting me? Perhaps they are trying to stop you from helping me.', Zoon typed.
"I don't think it is that simple, Zooni.", Daniel.
'Then what do you think it is, Dan?', Zoon typed.
"You know what?...  You are right. It must be illegal immigrants.", Daniel.
'See, I told you. I don't know why you are unable to accept it.', Zoon.
"I just don't want to think that illegal immigrants are trying to harm you. You know? It is easier to think that someone else is trying to mess with you.", Daniel.
'Why does it matter? I hurt them. Of course, they will try to harm me as well. It is karma Dan and I accept it.', Zoon.
"But if they are against you Zooni. How am I supposed to help you? I can't work against them.", Daniel.
'You don't have to. If they try to harm  me. It is my fault. I am ready to die even if they try to kill me.', Zoon.
" You can't die Zooni. You have to live and face consequences of your actions.", Daniel.
Hearing Daniel's statement, Zoon did not type anything else because she exactly knew what he meant. Suddenly someone rang doorbell.
"When did you install electric bell?", Daniel.
'It was always there but no one in our nation prefers to use such things. They like to knock the door rather than ringing the bell.', Zoon typed.
Daniel chuckled at her statement.
Zoon moved towards the door and opened it. She was surprised to find Chala standing in front of her.
"Chala? Why are you here?", Zoon.
Daniel rushed towards the door to look at his mother. His heart sank after realizing how weak Chala looked. 
She wore white sweater and loose blue trouser cladding her lower body. Her eyes were dull, her wrinkles became prominent as she smiled at Zoon.
"Hello ma'am. I thought you forgot about me.", Chala answered.
"How can I forget about you?", Zoon's face softened as she replied.
"Can I come in?", Chala.
"Yes, please.", Zoon as she stepped aside so that she could come in.
Chala nervously came inside. She looked around to analyze Zoon's apartment.
" This is your first time here, right?", Zoon asked.
" Well, you never invited me to your apartment, but I must say it looks nice Miss. It is warmer than your father's house.", Chala.
" Thanks... I am glad you liked it.", Zoon.
Zoon awkwardly looked around. She did not know what to say. Unlike her father she always failed to make small conversations.
" Oh, right. Can I get you something? You know like coffee or tea?", Zoon asked awkwardly.
Daniel chuckled when she said that. Zoon glared at him.
" What are you looking at?", Chala.
" Nothing.", Zoon.
"Ok, I came here because I wanted to talk to you....  I know your father is evil Miss, but I think you should try to talk to him. ", Chala.
" Chala, you don't have any idea. You don't even realize what you are talking about.", Zoon.
" Miss, I know that he has something to do with Daniel's suicide but--", Chala tried to argue once again, but Zoon interrupted her.
" He is trying to kill me, Chala.", Zoon.
" What?! No! How can he do that. He is your own father, Miss Zoon. Your own flesh and blood.", Chala.
Zoon looked at her and realized how innocent this woman is. She was pure like some kind of angel.
" Chala, you have no idea how evil humans can be, do you? In politics there is no father, mother, daughter or son; there are only opponents and proponents.", Zoon.
" But he used to love you, Miss. Even if he never showed. He still cared for you.", Chala said in low voice.
Zoon looked at her with tearful eyes.
" He never actually cared about me. For him power and fame is more important than any human being.", Zoon.
" I am sorry... I don't know what to say.", Chala.
" You don't have to say anything. In fact, I think you should move out of his house Chala. He can try to kill you as well. He is a dangerous man, Chala.", Zoon.
" Where am I supposed to go, Miss? It is not like I have anywhere to go. I am helpless and desperate.", Chala.
Daniel looked at Chala with remorseful eyes. He felt like someone has stabbed him in the gut.
" Don't say that... I can help you out. You can move in with me.", Zoon said.
" No! Don't ask her to move in with you. Do you want to put her in danger? Keep her away from politics. FOR GOD'S SAKE!", Daniel shouted in panic.
Zoon flinched at his words. Chala looked at her with concern.
" Are you alright, Miss?", Chala.
"On the other hand, ... I think Chala.... You should move to some far away place. I will help you if you want. ", Zoon.
" You don't need to buy her anything, Zooni. I have some savings in my account.
Gabe gave me some money which I have saved in the account. Ask her to check my bank account. ", Daniel.
" Did you try to check your son's bank account?", Zoon asked her.
" No, I didn't but I will. ", Chala.
" Start your new life with its Chala. Luckily you will be granted citizenship because of government's new law.", Zoon explained.
" Thank you, Miss. I just hate Daniel for killing himself. I wish he had thought about me.
That is why I will live my life. I am not going to end my life like him.", Chala as she sobbed.
Zoon looked at Daniel who was smiling at his mother with hope.
At that moment Zoon decided to confess   everything in front of Chala.
Chapter 24

Zoon's throat was dry.  Her head was spinning but she had to tell Chala. She had to inform her that what exactly happened that day.

Maybe then she will not resent Daniel like she did now.

She looked at her with determination.

" Chala, I have to tell you something. I know that you are going to hate me for this, but I seriously need to get this ---", Zoon.

" No, Zooni. Don't tell her anything. I know you want to confess things but think carefully. Someone might be recording these conversations and I don't want my mother to lose her last hope.
If she knew you falsely accused me then she will lose her faith in you, and I can't afford that. I don't want that.
Truth can be fatal in some situations, Zooni.", he interrupted her.

" What happened, Miss? What do you want to say?", Chala.

Zoon looked at her then shook her head.

" Nothing important. Oh!  I realized that I have to go somewhere...", Zoon as she changed the topic.

" Ok then, I guess then I will leave for now. ", Chala said.

" Sorry I know you came here to see me." Zoon as her eyes were filled with remorse.

"It is okay I know you are busy... Take care, Miss.", Chala as she leaves.

After Chala left, Zoon began to dress up. Zara had messaged her that she wanted to meet immediately.

Daniel looked at her but didn't ask anything.  He decided to stay back and   find anything suspicious in the apartment.

AT ZARA'S OFFICE:
Zoon entered the building. It was renovated. It seemed like Zara was getting more funds than before. It was probably because Zoon joined the party.

Zoon found that Zara was waiting for her at the entrance.

" Zoon, finally. You are here.", Zara.

" Yeah, I am here. Now tell me what happened.", Zoon as she panted.

" Not here follow me.", Zara as she headed towards the lift.

" Wow, lift! You are rich now Zara.", Zoon.

" Don't jinx it.", Zara said as she smiled.

As elevator door opened, Zoon noticed that there are two more men in the lift.

" Good afternoon, ma'am.", both of them greeted.

" Good afternoon gentlemen. Ah, this is Gulam and Shaam.", Zara as she pointed towards two men. 

" Hello, I am Zoon.", Zoon said.

" Nice to meet you.", Gulam said.

As soon as lift opened, they got out. Zoon looked at Gulam once again. The man had different features. He was definitely one of illegal immigrants.

Zoon entered Zara's cabin.

" Now that I think about it. You weren't introduced properly to the party members. We need a welcome party as soon as possible.", Zara ranted.

" I don't think I need that (as she sighs). Now tell me, why did you call me here?", Zoon asked.

" BORING... But seriously we have to hold some gathering to introduce you to the party members.", Zara.

" I am not a college student, ok.", Zoon.

" Whatever, you will have to come when I arrange small gathering for you. After all I am the party president.", Zara said.

" Zara, tell me why you summoned me before I lose it.", Zoon seethed.

" Fine but after looking at you, it seems like you seriously don't know anything.  Summer is approaching Zoon which means it is time for---", Zara.

" Annual parliament session...", Zoon completed Zara's sentence.

" Yeah... Anyway, why are we standing like idiots let us sit down.", Zara as she sat on black chair.

Zoon awkwardly looking around the cabin. Finally, she found a chair and sat on it.

" Ok, listen to me. I don't know what you are thinking but I am damn sure they are going to pass the bill* regarding illegal immigrants as soon as possible.", Zara.

" Yeah, I know, and I am surprised that they didn't pass it as an ordinance*.", Zoon.

" Well, government had to formulate bill and then discuss it among themselves. It is a lengthy process. Believe me I know it.", Zara said.

" Yeah, I know. I am doing Ph.D. in Politics if you remember. ", Zoon.

" Correct. Zoon, I called you here because I want to know, what exactly you are planning to do.", Zara.
   
" Before that I want to ask you something.", Zoon said.

" Sure, go ahead.", Zara.

" How much are you exactly willing to risk for saving illegal immigrants?", Zoon asked cautiously.

" I don't know. Maybe, less than what you expect me to.", Zara.

" That is a vague answer.", Zoon.

" Just tell me what you want to do then I will decide if I want to proceed with your plan or not.", Zara.

" Ok, I will answer your question. I think we should start recruiting immigrants in your party.", Zoon.

" Are you kidding?", Zara.

" Nope, look. You are just a regional party right now. We can expand party nationwide if you listen to my plan. ", Zoon.

" No, I don't think it is going to work. Besides, it will take months if not years to proceed with this plan.", Zara explained.

" Will you listen to me. Look, majority of illegal immigrants live near border areas. We can start from those areas.", Zoon.

" Zoon, you don't understand if they passed the bill. They are going to act on this strictly as soon as law is made to deport illegal immigrants.", Zara.

" I know that is why we have to give them power. We have to give them platform to represent themselves.", Zoon.

" I don't know.... My party members are not going to like it, and it was difficult enough to recruit them to join the party.", Zara.

" We have to try it. This is our only choice. There is no law against it.", Zoon.

" There is another problem, Zoon. If we do something like this our party will turn into some organization supporting illegal immigrants.", Zara.

" It will not... Illegal immigrants are allowed to participate in political processes. According to our constitution", Zoon.

" What are you talking about?", Zara asked.

" Zara, what is supreme in our nation? Government or constitution?", Zoon.

" Constitution.... Government exists to serve people according to the constitution.", Zara.

" Correct.... What does constitution say about citizenship?", Zoon.

" There isn't any article defining citizenship.", Zara said.

" Exactly.... And what does our law say about election and voting?", Zoon.

" Any person living in the country can vote and participate elections.", Zara.

" That is right.... Unlike other countries our constitution does not explicitly mention citizens under any article. Thus, all people which live and work in Meidi can participate in the politics.", Zoon.

" I have to think about it and discuss it with other members. Just give me some time.", Zara said.

" Ok, see you later.", Zoon as she left for university.



---------------–-++++++++------------
Meaning of difficult words:
*Ordinance:  An ordinance is a law that is promulgated by the President of the nation   when the parliament is not in session.
*Bill: it is a rough document which becomes law if passed in the parliament.

Chapter 25

Zoon was leaving Zara's office when she saw a young woman entering the building. She looked lost as if she desperately needed help. Zoon was startled when she realized that the woman was staring at her, but she quickly looked away.
 Zoon didn't know what to do. She wished she could help her somehow especially when Zoon felt that she must be an illegal immigrant. At the end she decided against it and left. While the woman entered the building.
IN ZARA's OFFICE:
Zara was lost in her thoughts. She was contemplating about Zoon's plan when someone suddenly entered her office without knocking but when Zara looked at her, she was shocked. For few minutes she was unable to say anything....
After a while she said in a soft voice:
'' What are you doing here, Nora?" 
Her voice was laced with concern which depicted that she cared about the woman who was looking at her with disdain. The woman's whole face looked pale as if she did not eat anything for a long time.
" So, it is true you are working with her?", the woman said in her weak voice.
" What are you talking about?", Zara.
" Don't even try to fool me... I saw that she was here.", Nora seethed.
" Look Nora you are not supposed to be here. Someone might see you." Zara.
" Answer my question! You, out of all people should know who she is and what she did. Do you even realize what are you doing?! She is Zoon, Gabe's daughter someone who took everything away from me and my people.", Nora as she tried to control her voice.
" We shouldn't discuss this here. Someone might see you", Zara calmly.
" I can't believe this you have become just like other politicians. You are no different from them." Nora as her eyes   filled with tears.  
" You know that is not true. I can never do that to you. You are everything that I have left.... Look, calm down and we will talk about this when we reach home.", Zara.
" I don't think I want to talk to you. You have lost my trust.", Nora as turned to leave.
" Wait! Nora, I promise I will clarify everything just give me a chance.", Zara as she held her arm.
Unfortunately, Nora didn't say anything. She just pushed Zara lightly due to which her arm was released, and she dashed out of Zara's office while Zara just sighed.
Zara wished they could go back to all those old times when everything was normal.
 (Flashback):
 Meidi was a peaceful nation. Everyone lived in harmony. Even sentiments against illegal immigrants were not so volatile. Until Jalal's government came to power few years ago. His party promoted unhealthy sentiments of radical nationalism among people just for the vote bank.
As a result, native people got scared. They started to notice that there was increasing number of illegal immigrants in their nation. They felt scared that their own nation will get conquered by outsiders. 
Still, it was passive fear due to which discussions were held over such concerns in public forums, schools, universities etc.
In such environment Nora like any other normal citizen was living her life in Chand one of the small states where politics didn't have that much influence. 
Nora was the daughter of Sameer. One of the regional parties of Meidi. Nobody knew that Sameer had married an illegal immigrant, Sara. For his political career he had kept his real family hidden in Misora. One of the small states of Meidi where he met Sara.
Before meeting Sara, he had adopted Zara after Zara's real mother died.  Hence Zara was not real daughter of Sameer. She was an orphan whom he had adopted from some random orphanage. But he loved her like a real daughter.
Hence Nora had a complete family. Even if they had to hide from public. She was happy in her own world. Her small home in the outskirts of main city was surrounded by forests and meadows. Different species of birds, insects and animals lived in that forest.
Illegal immigrants had settled in this area around 14 years ago, back when Sara was a young woman. She had fled her hometown in Zamur after her family was killed. Fortunately, she met Sameer and married him. They did not have any problems since Sameer was an orphan.
After Nora was born, Sameer joined politics. He had to leave the town quite often, but he still managed to time to his family. Zara travelled with him and soon she also joined politics.
Nora was quite young. She resembled with her a mother a lot. So, she had to stay with her mother.
Unlike Zara Nora was a bubbly child, she loved to play around. She never took her life seriously. Her mother did not stop her from doing anything. Since she was from Jabar tribe. In their culture woman enjoyed equal status. They ruled the tribe, participated in battles and pursued education freely.
 But Nora did not care about her future that much. She always woke up early in the morning to go to the baker's shop to watch him bake cookies and rittas (their traditional bread).  And then went home with the bread before going to school.
Once Nora did not come home on time. Sara got worried so she went to find her. When she reached at the bakery, she found that many people had assembled there. She was terrified.
As Sara approached the crowd, she heard loud cheers. She passed through the crowd only to find that her daughter in the middle of the crowd along with some other kids.
It turned out Sara had challenged nearby kids to Ritta eating competition.  Whoever won the competition did not have to pay for any bread he ate.
Sara got angry but she did not say anything to Nora at that time. She quietly went home. Nora won the competition. Since it was Sunday she thought her mother would not worry about her because she   did not have to go to school. 
When Nora reached home it was afternoon. Her mother, Sara, gave her lunch to eat to test her. Nora did not want to eat, her stomach was full, but she had to because she knew if she did not eat at home she will be scolded especially when food was deemed as holy in their culture.
As soon as she started to eat her food, she began to throw up...
Sara did not say anything as Nora rushed towards the bathroom.
" So, are you going to tell me what happened, or do you still want to eat lunch?", Sara in a condescending tone.
" What happened? Nothing...  My stomach is upset. That is, it...", Nora.
" Oh really? Seeing how you refuse to acknowledge your mistake. You are grounded for a week." Sara.
" But...", Nora but Sara interrupted her.
" No buts... You exactly know what you did." Sara.
 For the first time Nora was confined in her room for a week as she waited for time to pass by.

Chapter 26

Flashback:
Nora's house was always filled with many people because her mother was magician. Among Jabars magicians held an important position like priest.  So, different people came to ask for Sara's help or receive her blessing. Nora was not interested in such things. Her mother didn't force her to do anything either.
One day her mother went to buy some things in the city because she did not attend her devotees on that day. Nora was left alone as in charge of house. In the afternoon, one woman came to Nora's house. The woman banged the door loudly due to which Nora was bit startled. Although she was almost 17 at that time.
" Who are you?'', Nora as she tried to keep her voice firm.
" Hello, is Miss Sara at home?", the woman asked.
Hearing her voice Nora understood that the woman had come to ask for her mother's help but instead of doing telling her to go back. 
She shouted: " Wait a minute.''
Nora looked around the house to find her mother's robe which she wore while meeting her devotees and smeared herself with white powder just for fun. 
Before opening the door, she changed her mannerism to appear more serious.
" She is not at home....", Nora said.
" Really, I needed her for--", the woman before Nora interrupted her.
Nora closed her eyes and mumbled something incoherently while trying to mimic her mother.
" I sense that you are facing problems. Wait I can sense something else--", Nora
" What?... What is it that you can see?", woman. 
" For that you need to follow me. Come inside I will try to address your problems.", Nora as she slowly moves towards her mother's office.
 Sara's office looked very normal. It had rough green carpet on the floor while its walls were made of grey cement which did not have any coat of paint on it. 
Sara sat on the floor where small table was placed. She sat against the wall behind table while the woman sat in front of her. 
" Let me see hmm.... I think something is wrong in your family.", Nora guessed.
" How did you know? Yeah, you are right. We are facing financial problems.", The woman.
" Ok, don't worry. I will try to get connected with spirits.", Nora as she closed her eyes.
" Then what were you doing before. Didn't you connect with spirits before?" woman asked suspiciously.
" Shshsh.... I think I found the spirit. It can help you.", Nora said.
" Oh, my Goddess... Ask the spirit if it can solve my problems?", woman.
" Yes, it can but I think it wants some foreign chocolate.", Nora
" Ok, then I will go and buy some.", woman said as she stood up to leave.
After she left Nora waited for her for an hour, but she did not return. Nora realized she might have realized that Nora was deceiving her. 
' I was right. I should have asked for something else. Why did I childishly ask for chocolates? ', Nora thought.
For a while Nora played games on the television then slept when she opened her eyes it was already evening. 
" So, you are awake?", her mother who had just returned from the market said.
" Yeah, when did I fall asleep?", Nora as she looked around yawning continuously, " When did you come back?''
" A while ago... But you know, something strange happened? I met a woman when I was near the main market." Sara.
" Oh really. What happened? Did she ask you to kill her husband using your magic? "Nora joked, totally forgetting about   what she did a while ago.
" She told me that my daughter possessed by some strange spirit who wants to eat chocolates.", Sara.
Nora laughed before looking at her mother's angry face. Only then she realized what her mother meant. She was caught. 
" Mom, I can explain. I was just fooling around. You know how it is ... Dad hardly comes home. Even Zara left me. I was just feeling lonely." Nora rambled as she got up slowly to run away from her mother.
" How old are you? Seven! No, you are seventeen years old. So, how can disrespect your mother's profession like that. She told me everything. Do you even what it means to make fun of Goddess like that." Sara angrily said in a low voice as she started to run after her daughter.
After that, both of them ran around the house for a while until Sara was tired.
" Stop right there, young lady. If you want to stay alive.", Sara as she panted heavily.
" See now you are tired. I am telling you I was just joking. It is nothing serious. I don't think Goddess is that bad. Don't worry she can take a joke.", Nora explained.
Due to her carefree behavior Sara became angrier.
"That is, it! As punishment you are helping me out. I will not let you relax for even a little moment!" Sara shouted angrily.
" Mom, I can't do that. Did you forget that I have school?", Nora.
Sara glared at her. For a moment she took deep breaths for calming herself. The silence was eerie. Nora felt more scared. 
" Mom... Are you alright? Mom...", Nora.
" As I am dear, but you won't be. From now on. You are going to help me in the morning and after coming from school. You will manage to balance your study and work on your own. Do you understand?" Sara as she composed herself.
" Yes mother..." Nora said.
" And from now on you will not have even single bite of chocolate.", Sara.
" Hey, mom. That is too much!", Nora pleaded.
But her mother ignored her and went to kitchen to make dinner.
Nora had to help her mother for a while. But it turned out to be disastrous. She destroyed Sara's all costly urns. At last, Sara gave up and asked her not to disturb her anymore.
Everything was peaceful in Sara's life but things were changing in Meidi as Jalal's party came to power.






